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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
BORUN HOUSE AND GARDEN 

REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 

OWNER/APPLICANT: Elmer R. Borun, Trustee 
Elmer R. Borun Trust 
344 South Cliffwood Avenue 
Brentwood, CA  90049 

PREPARER: Olivia White 
Chattel, Incorporated 
13417 Ventura Boulevard 
Sherman Oaks, CA  91423 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
__________ 

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner    Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources    Office of Historic Resources 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HEARING DATE: July 16, 2020 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of August 4, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-2794-HCM 
  ENV-2020-2795-CE 

Location: 344 South Cliffwood Avenue 
Council District: 11 – Bonin 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood – Pacific 

Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Brentwood Park Tract, Block 30, 

Lot 7 
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[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
       
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect    Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources     Office of Historic Resources 
  
  
Attachments: Commission/Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos—June 25, 2020 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Borun House and Garden “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction” as an excellent and intact example of Mid-Century 
Modern residential architecture in Brentwood. 
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Borun House and Garden is a one-story single-family residence located on South Cliffwood 
Avenue between West Evanston Street and West Hanover Street in the Brentwood neighborhood 
of Los Angeles. Built in 1960 for Dr. Elmer Raymond “Ray” and Ruth Borun, the house was 
designed in the Mid-Century Modern architectural style by noted architects D. Wallace Benton 
and Donald G. Park. The property also includes a large garden originally designed by noted 
landscape architect Garrett Eckbo. Ray Borun has resided at the property since its construction. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with vertical wood, brick, and 
stucco cladding and has a flat roof with projecting eaves. The primary, west-facing elevation is 
asymmetrical and features two projecting rectangular volumes opening onto a semi-circular 
driveway and the main entrance accessed via a brick pathway. The entrance is deeply recessed 
under an overhanging eave and consists of full-height double doors flanked by full-height sidelites. 
The northern volume is a south-facing garage, and the southern is a north-facing carport. 
Fenestration consists of tripartite windows, single-lite windows, clerestory windows, and a 
projecting rectangular box window. Interior features include vertical wood siding, exposed brick, 
and full-height windows facing the garden.  
 
At the rear of the residence, the lot gradually slopes downward to Canyon View Drive to the east 
and features an expansive garden, swimming pool, brick patios, and a two-story accessory 
structure. The garden includes a number of decorative features such as brick pathways, terracing 
planters, boulders, arbors, trellises, and ceramics. The largest of the brick patios has a pair of 
rectangular ponds enclosed by rough concrete slabs. The accessory structure is of wood-frame 
construction clad in vertical wood siding and has a flat roof with projecting eaves. The upper floor 
of the structure has two sliding glass doors opening onto the garden, with other fenestration 
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consisting of single-lite sliding windows. The lower floor has a wood double door accessed by a 
driveway from Canyon View Drive.  
 
D. Wallace Benton was born in Arizona in 1925, and studied architecture at the University of 
Kansas. Donald G. Park, born in 1927 in Nebraska, studied at the University of Southern 
California School of Architecture under A. Quincy Jones. The two architects met while working for 
Jones and Frederick Emmons and subsequently established a partnership. Benton and Park 
produced a number of Mid-Century Modern residential and commercial properties, both as a 
partnership and with Peter Jack Candreva, who joined the firm in 1970. Among these is the 
Neiburger House (1956, HCM #1122), also located in Brentwood. The firm disbanded in 2001. 
 
Garrett Eckbo (1910-2000) is considered one of the pioneers of Modernism in landscape design. 
Born in Cooperstown, New York in 1910, Eckbo later relocated to Alameda, California with his 
mother after his parents divorced. In 1936, he entered Harvard University’s Graduate School of 
Design where he received a master’s degree in 1938. While attending Harvard University, he took 
classes in architecture with former Bauhaus masters Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, who 
influenced him in establishing a three-dimensional approach to the site and defining Modern 
landscape design. Eckbo served as the head of the landscape architecture department at the 
University of California, Berkeley from 1969 to 1975 and received the Medal of Honor from the 
American Society of Landscape Architects in 1975. Properties that incorporate landscapes 
designed by Eckbo include the Henry Shire Residence (1950, HCM #973), Emmons House (1954, 
HCM #694), the Gerst Residence (1951, HCM #759), and Union Bank Square (1967, HCM 
#1206).  
 
There have been several alterations to the property over the years that consist of the addition of 
a bedroom and bathroom to the front of the house in 1966; the addition of two skylights in 1978; 
the remodeling of the master bedroom in 1990; the addition of a carport to the west elevation in 
1990; and a kitchen and bathroom remodel in 2007. Alterations to the garden include the addition 
of a swimming pool in 1972; the construction of an accessory building in 1976; the replacement 
of a sandbox and jungle gym with plantings at an unknown date; and the redesign of the garden 
in 1985. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent 
example of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture and the work of noted architect D. 
Wallace Benton. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Borun House and Garden meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent 
and intact example of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture in Brentwood. 
 
The Borun House and Gardens reflects the execution of the Mid-Century Modern architectural 
style at the height of its popularity. The building’s one-story configuration, horizontal massing, 
simple geometric forms, floor-to-ceiling windows, and relationship between indoor and outdoor 
spaces are all reflective of the style. Other distinguishing features include the flat roof with 
overhanging eaves, vertical wood siding and tan Norman brick with matching colored mortar, and 
generally unadorned wall surfaces. Despite minor interior and exterior alterations, the subject 
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property retains a high level of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association to convey its significance. 
 
The applicant argues that the subject property also “is identified with important events of national, 
state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or 
social history of the nation, state, city or community” as a rare example of a Mid-Century Modern 
house constructed in the Brentwood Park neighborhood, representing Post World War II 
development in the area. Brentwood Park is one of the earliest subdivisions in Brentwood, 
originally subdivided in 1906 along the Westgate streetcar line. Staff do not find that the subject 
property is rare or individually represents a later period of development for the neighborhood or 
the community. Within the Brentwood-Pacific Palisades Community Plan Area, SurveyLA 
identified more than 300 properties constructed between 1938 and 1975, the period of 
significance for Post-World War II development, that are eligible for historic designation. Of the 
300 properties, nearly 125 properties were designed in the Mid-Century Modern architectural 
style. In addition, there are already properties designated as Historic-Cultural Monuments for their 
association with the Post-World War II period of development of Brentwood that include the Miller 
House (1949, HCM #862), the Arens House (1950, HCM #720), the Stoleroff House (1950, HCM 
#721), the Volk House (1950, HCM #722), the Wurtele House (1950, HCM #723), and the Hamma 
House (1951, HCM #797).  
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Borun House and Garden as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance 
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure 
that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.  
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
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The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2020-2795-CE was prepared on June 26, 2020.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On April 24, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On May 21, 
2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration. 
On June 25, 2020, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and 
Milofsky conducted a remote site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office 
of Historic Resources. The original expiration date of August 4, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date 
will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 
17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
 
 



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 1 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 2 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 3 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 4 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 5 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 6 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 7 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 8 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 9 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 10 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 11 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 12 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 13 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 14 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 15 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 16 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 17 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 18 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 19 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 20 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 21 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 22 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 23 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 24 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 25 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 26 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 27 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 28 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 29 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 30 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 31 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 32 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 33 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 34 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 35 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 36 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 37 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 38 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 39 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 40 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 41 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 42 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 43 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 44 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 45 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 46 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 47 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 48 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 49 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 50 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 51 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 52 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 53 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 54 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 55 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 56 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 57 of 58



Commission/ Staff Remote Site Inspection Photos 
Zoom Teleconference--June 25, 2020 
Page 58 of 58



COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2020-2794-HCM 

LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2020-2795-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
Borun House and Garden 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
11 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)      ☐ Map attached.
344 South Cliffwood Avenue, Los Angeles, CA  90049 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:     ☐ Additional page(s) attached.
 Designation of Borun House and Gardens as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Melissa Jones 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
213-847-3679

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Borun House and Garden as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument will assure the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards to maintain and preserve the historic site. 
☒ None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.
☐ The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification.
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
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CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Melissa Jones            [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
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ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
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PROJECT: 

REQUEST:  

OWNER/APPLICANT: 

PREPARER: 

RECOMMENDATION  

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
BORUN HOUSE AND GARDEN 

Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 

Elmer R. Borun, Trustee 
Elmer R. Borun Trust 
344 South Cliffwood Avenue 
Brentwood, CA  90049 

Olivia White 
Chattel, Incorporated 
13417 Ventura Boulevard 
Sherman Oaks, CA  91423 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HEARING DATE: May 21, 2020 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of May 24, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-2794-HCM 
  ENV-2020-2795-CE 

Location: 344 South Cliffwood Avenue 
Council District: 11 – Bonin 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood – Pacific Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Brentwood Park Tract, Block 30, 

Lot 7 
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[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 

Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 

The Borun House and Garden is a one-story single-family residence located on South Cliffwood 
Avenue between West Evanston Street and West Hanover Street in the Brentwood neighborhood 
of Los Angeles. Built in 1960 for Dr. Elmer Raymond “Ray” and Ruth Borun, the house was 
designed in the Mid-Century Modern architectural style by noted architects D. Wallace Benton 
and Donald G. Park. The property also includes a large garden originally designed by noted 
landscape architect Garrett Eckbo. Ray Borun has resided at the property since its construction. 

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with vertical wood, brick, and 
stucco cladding and has a flat roof with projecting eaves. The primary, west-facing elevation is 
asymmetrical and features two projecting rectangular volumes opening onto a semi-circular 
driveway and the main entrance accessed via a brick pathway. The entrance is deeply recessed 
under an overhanging eave and consists of full-height double doors flanked by full-height sidelites. 
The northern volume is a south-facing garage, and the southern is a north-facing carport. 
Fenestration consists of tripartite windows, single-lite windows, clerestory windows, and a 
projecting rectangular box window. Interior features include vertical wood siding, exposed brick, 
and full-height windows facing the garden.  

At the rear of the residence, the lot gradually slopes downward to Canyon View Drive to the east 
and features an expansive garden, swimming pool, brick patios, and a two-story accessory 
structure. The garden includes a number of decorative features such as brick pathways, terracing 
planters, boulders, arbors, trellises, and ceramics. The largest of the brick patios has a pair of 
rectangular ponds enclosed by rough concrete slabs. The accessory structure is of wood-frame 
construction clad in vertical wood siding and has a flat roof with projecting eaves. The upper floor 
of the structure has two sliding glass doors opening onto the garden, with other fenestration 
consisting of single-lite sliding windows. The lower floor has a wood double door accessed by a 
driveway from Canyon View Drive.  

D. Wallace Benton was born in Arizona in 1925, and studied architecture at the University of 
Kansas. Donald G. Park, born in 1927 in Nebraska, studied at the University of Southern 
California School of Architecture under A. Quincy Jones. The two architects met while working for 
Jones and Frederick Emmons and subsequently established a partnership. Benton and Park 
produced a number of Mid-Century Modern residential and commercial properties, both as a 
partnership and with Peter Jack Candreva, who joined the firm in 1970. Among these is the 
Neiburger House (1956, HCM #1122), also located in Brentwood. The firm disbanded in 2001.

Garrett Eckbo (1910-2000) is considered one of the pioneers of Modernism in landscape design. 
Born in Cooperstown, New York in 1910, Eckbo later relocated to Alameda, California with his 
mother after his parents divorced. In 1936, he entered Harvard University’s Graduate School of 
Design where he received a master’s degree in 1938. While attending Harvard University, he took 
classes in architecture with former Bauhaus masters Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, who 
influenced him in establishing a three-dimensional approach to the site and defining Modern 
landscape design. Eckbo served as the head of the landscape architecture department at the 
University of California, Berkeley from 1969 to 1975 and received the Medal of Honor from the 
American Society of Landscape Architects in 1975. Properties that incorporate landscapes 
designed by Eckbo include the Henry Shire Residence (1950, HCM #973), Emmons House (1954, 
HCM #694), the Gerst Residence (1951, HCM #759), and Union Bank Square (1967, HCM 
#1206).  

There have been several alterations to the property over the years that consist of the addition of 
a bedroom and bathroom to the front of the house in 1966; the addition of two skylights in 1978; 
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the remodeling of the master bedroom in 1990; the addition of a carport to the west elevation in 
1990; and a kitchen and bathroom remodel in 2007. Alterations to the garden include the addition 
of a swimming pool in 1972; the construction of an accessory building in 1976; the replacement 
of a sandbox and jungle gym with plantings at an unknown date; and the redesign of the garden 
in 1985. 

SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent 
example of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture and the work of noted architect D. 
Wallace Benton. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

BACKGROUND 

On April 24, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
expiration date of May 24, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the 
Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling 
of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of 
Emergency Orders. 
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A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject property is located at 344 South Cliffwood Avenue (APN 4405-025-006) and is a one-
story single-family residence of wood frame construction built in 1960 (house). The subject property 
contains an expansive landscaped residential garden (garden) with swimming pool, and a two-story 
rear accessory building (accessory building). 
 
Setting 
The subject property occupies a rectangular through lot approximately 250 feet deep and 100 feet 
wide fronting on South Cliffwood Avenue (Cliffwood) to the west and South Canyon View Drive 
(Canyon View) to the east. The subject property is located in the single-family residential 
neighborhood of Brentwood Park located in the Brentwood-Pacific Palisades Community Plan Area. 
The primary facade (west elevation) of the subject property faces Cliffwood. Adjacent parcels to the 
north and to the south are improved with one-story single-family residences. The main entrance to 
the subject property is setback from Cliffwood by approximately 90 feet. There is a curved drive with 
two curb cuts allowing access to the motor court. Between the two entry points of the motor court is 
a stucco wall approximately five feet in height which spans the central portion of the west elevation. 
 
Main House Exterior 
 
West Elevation 
The primary, west elevation faces Cliffwood. It is fronted by a curved motor court clad in 
contemporary multicolored concrete pavers. The elevation is asymmetrical. Exterior walls are 
generally clad in vertical wood siding and tan Norman brick in a running bond pattern with colored 
raked mortar joints. It has stuccoed clad eaves and a flat roof. The entrance is deeply recessed 
under a wide overhanging eave. A tan brick path leads from the motor court to the primary entrance, 
full-height double doors which are framed by full-height obscure glass windows on either side. The 
north side of this elevation has a south facing garage with doors clad in vertical wood siding 
matching exterior walls and a narrow full-height window to the west of the door. The west elevation 
of the garage is clad in tan Norman brick. A large tripartite window is located to the south between 
the entrance and the carport. The carport mirrors the garage and faces north. The carport has a flat 
roof with a stucco clad eaves and is clad in vertical wood siding. Landscaping at this elevation is 
located on either side of the recessed entry and is also located on either side of the low wall 
adjacent to Cliffwood. Mature trees planted next to the low wall obscure the view of the house from 
the street. The style of the landscaping at the front of the house is consistent in style and plantings 
with the rear garden described herein. 
 
North Elevation 
The north elevation is generally utilitarian in nature. The north elevation is clad in tan-colored stucco 
and vertical wood siding and has a generally regular fenestration pattern of single-light windows. The 
flat roof eave overhangs slightly on this elevation and has a painted wood fascia. The east end of 
this elevation is a vertical wood siding clad wall which forms the rear patio. 
 
South Elevation 
The south elevation is generally utilitarian in nature. This elevation is clad in tan-colored stucco and 
vertical wood siding and has a generally regular fenestration pattern of single-light windows. At the 
west end of this elevation is a wood potters’ bench below clerestory windows. The east portion of 
this elevation is characterized by a projecting rectangular box window with frosted glass panes. 
 
East Elevation 
The east elevation, which faces the garden, is asymmetrical, clad in vertical wood siding, and is 
composed of three sections. Centered on the elevation are a series of full height single-light 
windows, one of which is a sliding glass door. The southern portion of this elevation projects into the 
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garden. A tripartite window faces east toward the garden adjacent that is a full height window that 
creates a butt-glazed corner. The north facing elevation of the project continues the full height glass 
divided window with a sliding glass door. The remaining portion of the north elevation of the 
projection is clad in Norman brick veneer. The northern portion of this elevation is slightly recessed 
from the central portion and has full height glass windows and a sliding glass door. Perpendicular 
with this portion, is a stucco wall with a counter and sink. The patio at this portion is framed by a wall 
clad in vertical wood siding. 
 
Character-defining features of the house include: 
 

• One-story plan 
• Horizontality 
• Asymmetrical west elevation 
• Vertical board siding and tan Norman brick veneer with matching, recessed mortar joints 
• Centered recessed entryway at west elevation 
• Garden shape and design 

 
Main House Interior 
The interior of the house is primarily accessed from the full-height double entry doors on the west 
elevation. An entry foyer is located at the front of the house. A north-south hallway east of the foyer 
bisects the house and provides access to the bedrooms and bathrooms on the south side of the 
house, and kitchen, breakfast room, mud room, and garage on the north side of the house. East of 
the hallway is living and dining rooms which have full height windows facing the garden. Character-
defining features of the interior include exposed Norman brick and vertical wood siding walls, the 
integration of the garden to the interior through full height windows on garden-facing elevations, 
north-south hallway which extends nearly the length of the house. 
 
Garden 
The garden is located east of the house in the backyard which is approximately 120 feet deep and 
slopes down in elevation. It is composed of three main sections; west, central and east. The garden 
begins directly adjacent to the house slopes downhill toward the east. It contains lush and sculptural 
plantings and flowering plantings, a lawn and pool, accessory building, and secret garden as 
described below. 
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West 
west section contains the patio clad in tan brick pavers immediately adjacent to the house that 
extends north to the arbor. This portion of the garden is at the highest point and is part of the indoor-
outdoor living experience of the subject property. East of the patio are a series of rectangular coy 
ponds framed by irregularly shaped stacked broken concrete pieces with exposed aggregate, 
approximately two feet tall. The arbor adjacent to the house is covered with a wisteria vine. The lush 
textural garden begins at this portion and continues as the garden slopes down to the central portion 
of the garden. 
 
Central 
A curved walkway of contemporary red brick extends from the north and south ends of the patio 
around a lawn. Along the strolling paths are raised planters built out of irregularly shaped stacked 
broken concrete pieces with exposed aggregate, on either side. The strolling paths wrap around a 
lawn and kidney bean shaped swimming pool and join west of the accessory building. 
 
East 
The east portion of the garden contains an accessory building which is described in greater detail 
below. North of the accessory building is a “secret” garden accessed by a small gate in the fence. 
This secret garden contains plantings and a bench. Between the accessory building and the secret 
garden is a drive that accesses Canyon View. 
 
The garden incorporates a number of decorative and sculptural elements including terracing planters 
built out of stacked concrete pieces, planters, and intentionally placed rocks, boulders, and other 
decorative garden features. It also includes small Japanese pagodas and statues. The style of the 
garden design and plantings can be categorized as an English Rock Garden. English Rock Gardens 
are gardens which incorporate plants that grow in rocky soil.1 
  

                                                           
 1 Robert Smaus, “A Hard Place,” Los Angeles Times Magazine, May 15, 1988. 
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Accessory Building 
The accessory building is located at the east end of the garden near the edge of the property line 
along Canyon View. It is rectangular in shape, two stories in height, clad in vertical wood siding, and 
has a flat roof with wide overhanging eaves and a broad fascia. The west, garden facing elevation 
has two floor to ceiling sliding glass doors. The lower level is not visible from the west garden facing 
elevation and is accessed via a door on the north elevation. The main level contains three interior 
spaces, two studies with a shared bathroom between them. 
 
Alterations 
 
Overall, alterations that have occurred since construction have been compatible with the original 
design, materials, proportion, and massing of the house. Major alterations include a front bedroom 
and bathroom addition which was completed in 1967 and designed by the original architect D. 
Wallace Benton. In 1977, the accessory building was constructed east of the swimming pool 
designed by the original architect. A carport was added to the west elevation in 1990. 
 
The interior of the subject property is highly intact. Alterations include limited replacement of interior 
fixtures and finishes in the kitchens and bathrooms. Two skylights, one in the front hallway and one 
in the master bathroom, were added in 1978. The motor court was repaved in 1977, 1985, and in 
1996. The master bedroom was remodeled in 1990. The kitchen and one of the bathrooms were 
remodeled in 2007.2 
 
The table below summarizes available building permits. 
 

Date Permit Type Owner Architect/Contractor/
Engineer  

Value Description 

11/14/1960 Application to 
Construct New 
Building 

Dr. and Mrs. 
R.E. Borun 

Architect: D. Wallace 
Benton 
Contractor: Owner 

$45,000 Dwelling and 
attached garage 

10/19/1964 Application to 
alter-repair-
demolish 

E. Raymond 
Borun 

Architect: D. Wallace 
Benton 

$1,000 Install new 
cabinets and 
sink 

10/19/1966 Application to 
alter-repair-
demolish 

Dr. 
Raymond 
Borun 

Architect: D. Wallace 
Benton 
Contractor: Owner 
Engineer: Ralph Goers 

$3,500 Bedroom and 
bath addition 

03/07/1972 Application for 
inspection of 
new building 

Dr. R. Borun Contractor: Landon 
Crane Pools 
Engineer: John B. 
Ferguson 

$5,000 Private 
swimming pool 
with heater 

08/27/1976 Application for 
inspection of 
new building 

Dr. and Mrs. 
Raymond 
Borun 

Architect: 
Benton/Park/Candreva 

$20,000 Accessory 
Building 

05/9/1990 Application for 
inspection to 
alter-repair-
demolish 

Dr. 
Raymond 
Borun 

Architect: Lorenzo 
Tedesco 
Engineer: Isao Kawaski 

$28,000 Add 440 sf 
carport and 
interior work at 
pool house—
add lav & toilet 

                                                           
 2 Information regarding alterations not found in building permits comes from documentation 
provided by the owner. 
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Date Permit Type Owner Architect/Contractor/
Engineer  

Value Description 

1/15/1998 Application for 
building permit 
and certificate 
of occupancy 

E. Raymond 
and Ruth M. 
Borun 

Contractor: The Dutch 
Roofer, Inc. 

$20,800 Reroof 

10/21/2011 Application for 
building permit 
and certificate 
of occupancy 

E. Raymond 
and Ruth M. 
Borun 

Contractor: Jobe 
Roofing Company 

$12,000 Reroof with 60 
sqrs Built Up 
roofing. Existing 
solid sheathing 

 
Garden 
The garden retains the original shape and form as it was laid out by Garrett Eckbo in 1960. It was 
designed to have a central, curved lawn surrounded by a walking pathway which still exists today. 
The tan-colored Norman brick paved patio adjacent to the house and the cedar arbor covered in a 
wisteria vine are both original features. The layout of the garden has remained relatively unchanged, 
while plantings have changed, and new decorative features have been added. In 1972 a swimming 
pool was added. What was originally a children’s sand pit and jungle gym set area on the north side 
of the garden has been replaced with more plantings. Landscaping and planting alterations occurred 
in 1984-1985, 1999-2000, 2009, 2010, and 2015. The garden has been featured in The American 
Home magazine, June 1969; Los Angeles Times Magazine, March 1987 and May 1988, Flowers 
and Gardens 1992 calendar; The Palladian Post, April 1998. 
 
In the early period of the garden, plantings were simple and low maintenance, as the focus of the 
backyard were children play areas. Once the Borun’s children moved out of the house, Ruth began 
to focus more on cultivating a rich and complex garden. The current styling and design of the garden 
was planned by Ruth with garden designer Christine (Chris) Rossmini in 1985.3 Rock gardening is 
considered to be the highest form of gardening in England as it involves because of the difficulty of 
growing plants in rocky soil. Plants of English Rock Gardens are frequently first planted and grown in 
containers to control soil conditions. Rock gardens are also typically intricately colored as is the case 
in the Borun garden.4 
  

                                                           
 3 Carolyn Ulrich, “Garden Memories,” July 1994. 
 4 Robert Smaus, “A Hard Place,” Los Angeles Times Magazine, May 15, 1988. 
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Subject Property History 
 
The subject property was designed and constructed for Dr. Elmer Raymond Borun (Ray Borun, born 
1918) and his wife Ruth Miles Borun (Ruth Borun, 1926-2018) and completed in 1960. The house 
was designed by architects D. Wallace Benton and Donald G. Park of the firm Benton and Park. The 
garden was designed by the firm of Eckbo, Dean, and Williams, led by master landscape architect 
Garrett Eckbo. Ray and Ruth raised their three daughters Nancy, Barbara, and Amy at the house. 
Ruth Borun died in 2018, Ray Borun continues to live in the house. 
 
Ruth Borun grew up in Staten Island, New York. Her mother was a gardener and Ruth grew up 
caring for their large garden with her. Ruth Borun was an avid gardener who cultivated the front and 
rear landscaping throughout her 58 years living at the subject property. In 1984 Ruth enlisted 
landscape designer Christine Rosmini. Rosmini was named the Southern California Horticultural 
Society 1992 Horticulturist of the Year.5 Ruth and Rosmini continued their working relationship as 
Rosmini continued to consult with Ruth about her garden. 
 
Ray Borun is a retired cardiologist who worked for what is now Ronald Regan UCLA Medical Center. 
Ray attended Stanford University School of Medicine and immediately after served in World War II. 
He completed his residency at Los Angeles County + University of Southern California General 
Hospital (LAC+USC General Hospital). Ray and Ruth met at LAC+USC General Hospital and 
married in 1952. In 1954 Ray began working at UCLA as assistant clinical professor of medicine 
focusing on cardiovascular disease. He worked at UCLA until he retired. Ray Borun is head of the 
Harry A. and Anna T. U. A. Borun Foundation established by his parents in 1957. In 1989 Ray and 
Ruth established the UCLA Borun Center for Gerontological Research. In 2003 the family 
Foundation was directed to endow the Anna and Harry Borun Chair in Geriatrics/Gerontology.6 
  

                                                           
5 Southern California Horticulturist Society Newsletter, June 2012, 1. 

 6 “Dr. and Mrs. E. Raymond Borun,” Division of Digestive Diseases Newsletter, UCLA Health Systems, 
Spring 2011. 
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B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The Borun House and Garden is significant under Criterion 1 as a rare representation of a Mid-
Century Modern house constructed in the Brentwood Park neighborhood. It represents the Post-
World War II development period in the neighborhood but is a rare example of the architectural style 
in a neighborhood populated with more traditional styles including American Colonial Revival, 
Ranch, and Spanish Colonial Revival. The Borun House and Garden is also significant under 
Criterion 3 as an excellent example of the Mid-Century Modern style. The house exhibits elements of 
this style through its horizontality, asymmetry, combination of vertical wood siding and Norman brick 
with matching colored recessed mortar, and flat roof with overhanging eaves, and modern garden. 
 
Previous Surveys 
 
The subject property was identified in SurveyLA as eligible for designation at the state and local 
levels. The survey results were published on the SurveyLA website in 2015, which identified the 
subject property as individually eligible for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM), 
under the “Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980” context, “L.A. Modernism” sub-context, “Post-
war Modernism 1946-1976” theme, and “Mid-Century Modernism” sub-theme. The subject property 
is described as being an “excellent example of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture in the 
Brentwood Park area of Brentwood; work of noted architect D. Wallace Benton.”7 
 
Brentwood 
 
The context below was taken from SurveyLA Brentwood-Pacific Palisades Community Plan Area 
Survey Report: 

 
 The impetus for the initial development of Brentwood was the establishment of the Pacific 

Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteers. Opening its doors in 1888 on land 
donated by Arcadia de Baker, Senator John P. Jones, and the owners of the Wolfskill tract, 
the “Old Soldiers’ Home” was located immediately east of the area that would become 
Brentwood. The town of Sawtelle grew up on the lands south of the institution. Brentwood 
lies within the boundaries of the Rancho San Vicente y Santa Monica, granted in 1828 to 
Francisco Sepulveda. In 1905, Robert Gillis, who by that time controlled the Rancho lands 
through his association with the Santa Monica Land and Water Company, began to 
subdivide “Westgate,” so named because it was located adjacent to the west gate of the 
Soldiers’ Home. This subdivision was quickly followed by Westgate Acres, Westgate 
Gardens, and Westgate Heights. Los Angeles and Pacific Railroad Company tracks were 
installed along San Vicente Boulevard, which had been graded in 1905, to connect the new 
subdivisions by streetcar with the rest of Los Angeles. Advertisements for the Westgate 
subdivisions touted their proximity to the Soldiers’ Home and boasted that the trip downtown 
only required 35 minutes. The tracks remained in place until circa 1942, when the Pacific 
Electric Railroad, which had absorbed the Los Angeles and Pacific in 1911, discontinued 
streetcar service and five miles of coral trees were planted in place of the tracks down the 
center of San Vicente Boulevard. 
 
The name “Brentwood” first appears in 1906, when the Western Pacific Development 
Company bought 350 acres from the Santa Monica Land and Water Company and 
announced development of an exclusive tract to be known as Brentwood Park. Said to be 
located “midway between the National Soldiers’ Home and the Pacific,” the tract extended 
north from San Vicente Boulevard beyond Sunset (then Beverly) Boulevard, with Bristol 

                                                           
7 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report, Brentwood-Pacific Palisades 

Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, November 2013, 13-16. 
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Avenue, originally called Grand Avenue, as its central thoroughfare. The distinctive layout of 
the new subdivision incorporated over three dozen landscaped traffic circles, one at each 
intersection, and approximately the same number of ovals situated midblock. Streets curved 
gracefully to follow the contours of the land and at 75- to 180-feet wide were generously 
scaled. Lots were varied in size and shape and most had a minimum of a 100-footstreet 
frontage. Publicity for the development claimed that John McLaren, famed landscaper of San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park, had supervised the planting, which was said to incorporate 
some 80,000 trees, including many native sycamores and oaks. Restrictions stipulating 
minimum setbacks; prohibiting billboards and oil wells, business uses, more than one house 
per lot, and distillation or sale of alcohol; and dictating race, color, and creed of buyers and 
residents were imposed. Despite the reputed $1,000,000 investment by its backers, 
Brentwood Park got off to a slow start, forcing Western Pacific to sell a substantial interest to 
Dr. Herman Janss of the Braly-Janss Company. By 1916 only about 25 percent of the lots 
had been sold, but sales and construction picked up markedly in the 1920s, when several of 
the most prominent architects in the region were called upon to design lavish homes in the 
then fashionable Period Revival architecture styles. 
 
Subdivision activity also accelerated during the 1920s. San Vicente Park (running along 
Bundy between Wilshire, then called Nevada, Boulevard and Montana Avenue), Brentwood 
Canyon Estates (along Carmelina Avenue), Brentwood Green (north and south of Sunset 
along Gretna Green and Kenter) were some of the tracts recorded during the decade. In 
Mandeville Canyon, Alphonzo Bell, Robert C. Gillis, and Henry O’Melveny, among notables, 
organized the Garden Foundation, acquired some 3,500 acres stretching from Sunset 
Boulevard to Mulholland Highway, and established the California Botanic Garden. 
Residential lots on the upper slopes of the canyon were sold to endow the garden, for which 
800 acres was reserved on canyon floor and lower slopes. The former dean of the University 
of California College of Agriculture, E. D. Merrill, was appointed director. Plans included 
artificial ponds and streams, woodlands, specialty gardens, and a “Forest of Fame,” wherein 
celebrities planted trees, the event memorialized on plaques. Plant species from around the 
globe were imported. The partially completed garden opened in 1928, but soon ran into 
financial difficulties and closed permanently in 1935. A new subdivision, the Botanic Garden 
Park, opened in its place. Remnants of the gardens, including two ponds, non-native plant 
species, and some trees from the Forest of Fame, still survive on private property. The 
picturesque stone bridge on Westgate Road is a unique visual reminder of the area’s past. 
Development in the canyon was further impacted by a flood in 1938, but resumed in the early 
1940s, much of it oriented around horse properties. 
 
While building activity may have slowed in the early 1930s, it recovered as the decade 
progressed. Brentwood Glen, although subdivided in the 1920s as the Ratteree Tract, saw 
its definitive development between 1935 and 1942. Denser in layout than many other 
Brentwood neighborhoods, this Westwood-adjacent enclave saw its growth stimulated by the 
opening of the University of California campus in 1929, attracting many members of the 
UCLA faculty. It was somewhat isolated by the construction of the 405 Freeway between 
1954 and 1960. 
 
Brentwood was affected like all communities by the World War II suspension of building 
activity. In 1946, rising housing costs and the post-war housing shortage led four musicians 
to form a cooperative association for the purpose of combining their housing budgets, 
reasoning that they would therefore be able to afford communally what was beyond their 
means individually. Interest in the concept mushroomed, and membership in the Mutual 
Housing Association eventually reached five hundred. Eight hundred acres off of Kenter 
Avenue were purchased and leading architects were interviewed. A contract was signed with 
Whitney R. Smith and A. Quincy Jones as architects and Edguardo Contini as engineer. In 
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1948, the team presented the Association with a booklet, Mutual Plans, containing 28 house 
designs, from which the Association chose eight to be constructed. One hundred and sixty 
homes were eventually built, utilizing materials such as concrete block and wood, expansive 
glass walls, and low-pitched roofs. Communal facilities included a nursery school, credit 
union, and park; plans for other amenities and services were not realized. Crestwood Hills, 
as the development became known, was the only successful housing cooperative in the 
state of California. Unfortunately, approximately five dozen of these midcentury modern 
homes were destroyed in the 1961 Bel Air fire. 
 
As construction of single-family homes accelerated to meet demand in the post-World War II 
years, builders ventured further up the canyons north of Sunset Boulevard. These years also 
witnessed a large leap in the scale of single-family development efforts. Additionally, a 
neighborhood of multi-family apartment buildings was constructed on the old Westgate tract. 
 
Brentwood was from the outset a “suburb, away from the noise, dust, and inharmonies of the 
city.” A handful of commercial and institutional developments supported the growth of the 
community. As the main street of the Brentwood community and site of the interurban railway 
tracks that linked the area with the rest of Los Angeles, San Vicente Boulevard immediately 
west of the Old Soldiers’ home developed as the first commercial and institutional enclave. In 
1928, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondolet, constructed a Catholic women’s college, Mt. 
Saint Mary’s, on 33 acres in the Brentwood hills. The Brentwood Country Club, which had a 
checkered history, changing sites and owners over the years, was established in its current 
location by the late 1920s. The Brentwood Presbyterian Church was constructed in 1929 and 
expanded following World War II. One of the most notable landmarks of the Survey Area, the 
Eastern Star Home, a retirement facility now the home of the Archer School, was erected on 
Sunset Boulevard in 1931, its Spanish Colonial Revival architecture by the William R. 
Mooser Company epitomizing the characteristics of the style.13 In 1943, the University 
Synagogue was organized and in 1955 moved into its permanent home on Sunset Boulevard 
and Saltair Avenue. Brentwood Country Mart opened in 1948 on land set aside in the 1920s 
Brentwood Place subdivision for commercial purposes. Brentwood Village developed around 
the same time, spurred by the post-war residential explosion in the area. 
 

The subject property was constructed in the post-World War II era when a building boom occurred in 
neighborhoods throughout Los Angeles. The subject property represents the post-War growth of the 
Brentwood Park neighborhood. Further, the subject property is a rare example of the Mid-Century 
Modern residential style in a neighborhood initially populated with more traditional period revival 
styles including American Colonial Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival, and later traditional ranch 
houses.8 

                                                           
 8 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report, Brentwood-Pacific Palisades 
Community Plan Area,” City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, November 2013, 26. 
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Donald G. Park and D. Wallace Benton 
 
The subject property was designed by the firm of Benton and Park, established in 1956, later known 
as Benton/Park/Candreva. Firm principals were Donald G. Park, AIA D. and Wallace Benton. Park 
was born in 1927 in Bruning, Nebraska. Park was the son of carpenters who had their own cabinet 
shop and lumberyard in Nebraska. His family moved to Los Angeles during the 1930s seeking 
economic opportunities. After serving in the Navy in World War II, Park enrolled in the University of 
Southern California (USC) School of Architecture where he studied under A. Quincy Jones.9 Park 
would go on to work at the office of Jones and Fredrick Emmons, where he met D. Wallace (Wally) 
Benton. 
 
D Wallace Benton was born in Nogales, Arizona on October 23, 1925. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Architecture from the University of Kansas. He was a member of Tau Sigma Delta 
Honor Society in Architecture and Allied Arts.10 
 
The firm designed numerous Mid-Century Modern houses across Los Angeles. The Stone House 
(1964), in the Los Feliz neighborhood, is accredited to Park, as well as a few houses in the Encino 
and Sherman Oaks neighborhoods, including one for furniture designer Mel Brown (see Attachment 
E for these and other examples of the firms work).11 They designed the Neiburger House 
(designated HCM #1122), also in Brentwood Park, in 1956. Night club owner Joby Lewis hired the 
firm to design a circular shaped house in Encino which was constructed in 1972.12 They also 
designed the property located at 3301 North Longridge Terrace in Sherman Oaks.13 In 1959, Benton 
and Park designed a Malibu ranch house for the Stothart family featured in the Los Angeles Times.14 
In 1970, Peter Jack Candreva, a classmate of Benton, joined the firm, and it became known as 
Benton/Park/Cadreva, until it disbanded in 2001.15 
 
The subject property was constructed during the active post-War period when the firm was designing 
numerous Mid-Century Modern houses in and around Los Angeles. It represents the way the firm 
interpreted the vocabulary of Mid-Century Modern architecture through its horizontality, asymmetry, 
combination of vertical wood siding and Norman brick with matching colored recessed mortar, and 
flat roof with overhanging eaves. 
  

                                                           
 9 Meghan Alyssa Rigney, The Modern Architecture of Donald G. Park, 10. 
 10 1962 American Architects Directory, courtesy of the American Institute of Architects. 
 11 Neal J. Leitereg, “Home of the Day: a Donald Park time capsule in Encino,” Los Angeles Times, August 
25, 2014. 
 12 Nicole Anderson, “The Best Lot,” Modern Magazine, December 9, 2016, http://modernmag.com/the-best-
lot/2/. 
 13 “D.Wallace Benton and Donald G. Park,” Historic Places LA, 
http://historicplacesla.org/reports/50131602-6b27-48a0-946a-98cc787c0f3a. 
 14 “Malibu beach house: an illusion of space,” Los Angeles Times, June 7, 1959. 
 15 “Obituary Peter Jack Candreva,” Dignity Memorial, 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/westlake-village-ca/peter-candreva-6310788. 

http://modernmag.com/the-best-lot/2/
http://modernmag.com/the-best-lot/2/
http://historicplacesla.org/reports/50131602-6b27-48a0-946a-98cc787c0f3a
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/westlake-village-ca/peter-candreva-6310788
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Mid-Century Modern 
 
The context below is taken from the City of Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory Update 
Historic Context Statement: 
 

Mid-century Modern is a term used to describe the post-World War II iteration of the 
International Style in both residential and commercial design. The International Style was 
characterized by geometric forms, smooth wall surfaces, and an absence of exterior 
decoration. Mid-century Modern represents the adaptation of these elements to the local 
climate and topography, as well as to the postwar need for efficiently built, moderately priced 
homes. In Southern California, this often meant the use of wood post-and-beam 
construction. Mid-century Modernism is often characterized by a clear expression of 
structure and materials, large expanses of glass, and open interior plans.   
 
The roots of the style can be traced to early Modernists like Richard Neutra and Rudolph 
Schindler, whose local work inspired “second generation” Modern architects like Gregory 
Ain, Craig Ellwood, Harwell Hamilton Harris, Pierre Koenig, Raphael Soriano, and many 
more. These post-war architects developed an indigenous Modernism that was born from the 
International Style but matured into a fundamentally regional style, fostered in part by Art and 
Architecture magazine’s pivotal Case Study Program (1945-1966). The style gained 
popularity because its use of standardized, prefabricated materials permitted quick and 
economical construction. It became the predominant architectural style in the postwar years 
and is represented in almost every property type, from single-family residences to 
commercial buildings to gas stations. 
 
Character-defining features include: 
 

• One or two-story configuration 
• Horizontal massing (for small-scale buildings) 
• Simple geometric forms 
• Expressed post-and-beam construction, in wood or steel 
• Flat roof or low-pitched gable roof with wide overhanging eaves and cantilevered 
canopies 
• Unadorned wall surfaces 
• Wood, plaster, brick or stone used as exterior wall panels or accent materials 
• Flush-mounted metal frame fixed windows and sliding doors, and clerestory windows 
• Exterior staircases, decks, patios and balconies 
• Little or no exterior decorative detailing 
• Expressionistic/Organic subtype: sculptural forms and geometric shapes, including 
butterfly, A-frame, folded plate or barrel vault roofs 

 
The subject property exhibits multiple character-defining features of the Mid-Century Modern style 
including its one-story configuration, horizontal massing, simple forms, flat roof with overhanging 
eaves, vertical wood siding with thin profile and tan Norman brick with matching colored recessed 
mortar, rear patio, little detail and unadorned wall surfaces. 
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Residential Garden 
 
The Borun garden was designed by master landscape architect Garrett Eckbo in 1960 concurrent 
with the design and construction of the house. The section below is taken from the draft Post WWII 
Residential Gardens section of the draft SurveyLA Cultural Landscapes context: 
 

Distinct from the designed landscapes of prior eras, Modern landscape architecture, designed 
in the years following World War II, was fresh and innovative. Modernism’s overlapping ground 
planes shattered the traditional axial plan and its abstract fluid forms emphasized spatial 
continuity and flow over the rigid application of form. The advent of new materials in the garden 
such as aluminum, plastics, lightweight steel, and cement introduced a palette of diverse 
colors, textures, and shapes. Modernism’s social objectives created a landscape architecture 
that was committed to achieving a balance between human, environmental, and aesthetic 
interests. 
 
In the Modern garden, a new relationship between landscape architecture and artistic 
expression emerged. In gardens of earlier decades, sculpture, for example, often served an 
allegorical or memorial function. However, under Modernist precepts, freestanding sculpture 
was appreciated for its aesthetic contribution to the garden. Vegetation was likewise chosen 
for its specific sculptural qualities, which redefined the use of plant material in Modern era 
designed landscapes. Plants with unusual growing habits and compelling silhouettes were 
highly sought after in the Modern garden. 
 
By the post-World War II era, the practice of landscape architecture had evolved from an 
amateur’s pursuit into a professional design field. In the early decades of the 20th century, 
landscape designers in Los Angeles were primarily comprised of botanical enthusiasts or 
European-trained gardeners. Women successfully entered the profession as gardeners, 
garden designers, horticulturalists, and fine artists. Several women practitioners in Los 
Angeles, such as the partnership of Florence Yoch and Lucile Council, and Ruth Shellhorn, 
would establish highly successful firms that would operate for decades, from the 1920s 
through the 1950s. In 1913, the University of California at Berkeley was among the first 
universities to establish a landscape architecture degree program. The state of California has 
historically supported an active community of landscape architects and designers and, in 1954, 
California was the first state to establish a licensure requirement for landscape architects. 
During the post-World War II era, the role of the landscape architect specialized, reflecting the 
broad scope of the professional field and increased complexity of projects. 
 
Los Angeles based landscape architect Garrett Eckbo exemplified the era’s forward-thinking 
dynamism. Eckbo viewed the rigorous application of science and technology a vital component 
in addressing societal concerns. His influential book, Landscape for Living (1950), outlined a 
democratic design vision rooted in social objectives, which considered human needs and 
desires in partnership, rather than opposition, with the natural world. Like other Modernists of 
the period, he stated that a landscape design was not simply “magnificent spaces and beautiful 
enclosure” but instead intended for the people who would “expand and grow and develop 
within it.” Eckbo’s book is considered one of the first books to discuss modern American 
landscape design theory, advocating for unpretentious landscapes designed for the everyday 
enjoyment by people and by the individual. Prior to establishing his own practice, Eckbo 
worked for the Farm Security Administration designing landscape plans for multifamily 
developments that were intended for migrant and permanent agricultural workers. In these 
plans, he created flowing spaces defined by a broad plant palette. The challenge of generating 
a sense of community in suburban developments intrigued Eckbo. As the landscape architect 
for Gregory Ain’s Mar Vista Tract (adopted Los Angeles Historic Preservation Overlay Zone), 
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Eckbo prioritized social interactions in the design with the use of buffer gardens and open 
spaces between the residences. 
 
Outdoor rooms, a design element associated for decades with formal, Mediterranean-inspired 
gardens in Southern California, continued to evolve in the post-World War II era. The physical 
reality of reduced lot sizes and smaller yards meant that front yards were used primarily to 
provide a general setting for the residence. Appropriating the qualities of the outdoor room yet 
emphasizing its social aspect, the back yard became the focal point as the location for daily 
interactions and entertaining, 
 

 Bring the outside inside and the inside outside has become the credo of the modern 
architects. The patio, the lanai, the terrace, the back porch, the sun deck-are all now 
necessary parts of the home and, as in the Mediterranean houses of old, it is 
sometimes difficult to tell where one starts and the other ends. 

 
Modern gardens were intended to be used. Curved pools, patios, barbeque areas, seamless 
indoor-to-outdoor transitions, unified design schemes with flowing forms constructed of 
softscape and hardscape elements, captured views from distant vistas, and signature 
vegetation were typical in Modern gardens. In residential designs, landscapes of the era often 
relied on succulent and other drought-resistant species from Australia and South Africa as a 
way to reduce maintenance. Lawns were replaced by ground covers or hardscape materials, 
such as pebbles, flagstones, and rocks. The use of architectural screens, walls, and planters 
simplified the Modern garden. Rock gardens were a popular solution for creating naturalistic, 
inexpensive, and low-maintenance gardens. 
 
At the household level, the era’s horticultural interest was focused on the popularity of 
gardening as a leisure pursuit. The rise of garden clubs and plant societies in the post-World 
War II era demonstrated an increased interest in hobby gardening. Los Angeles’ nurseries 
continued to introduce new species into the local market. Some of the era’s primary nurseries 
were Armstrong’s Nurseries, Howard and Smith’s, Aggeler & Musser Seed Company (formerly 
Germain’s) and Flowerland in West Los Angeles. Landscape gardening publications of the 
period spanned a range of interests from backyard design, (e.g., Sunset Magazine) to 
publications featuring the work of innovative Modern designers (e.g., Arts and Architecture, 
under John Entenza, 1938-1962). 
 
By the mid-1960s, the era of Modern gardens was winding down. Private garden design, long 
the mainstay of Modern landscape architecture, was increasingly viewed as separate from the 
movement’s broader social objectives. As private garden design had become increasingly 
unprofitable, many designers shifted their attention toward complex, large-scale public projects, 
where they would continue to focus on addressing societal issues through design solutions.16 
 

The Borun garden represents a Modern garden through its use of plants with interesting shapes and 
textures and its naturalistic feel. The garden form and shape create outdoor rooms, and these rooms 
flow from one to the next through curved walking paths. The seamless transition from the interior of 
the house to the exterior patio invites and indoor-outdoor living essential to Modern living. The 
garden uses freestanding sculptures and plants carefully chosen for their color, texture, shape and 
growing pattern, all emblematic of a Modern garden. 
  

                                                           
 16 Marlise Fratinardo and Robert Nashak, Draft: “Designed Landscapes 1875-1980,” SurveyLA, City of Los 
Angeles, December 2018. 
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English Rock Garden 
 
English rock gardens have plantings which grow in rocky soil. The context below is taken from The 
North American Rock Garden Society. 
 

English Rock Gardens 
Historically, rock gardening began in the British Isles, its development an outcome of the 
greatly increased numbers of travelers from there who from early in the nineteenth century 
on visited Switzerland and other mountainous parts in Europe. Enamored by the great wealth 
of beautiful alpine plants they saw, unknown in their own countries, they were inspired to 
bring some back and attempt to grow them at home. 

  
Because of a nearly complete lack of understanding of the needs of alpine and other 
mountain plants most early attempts at domesticating them were dismal failures. A few of the 
toughest and more adaptable sorts survived in the generally atrocious "rockeries" built by 
Victorians, but in the main those horticultural conceits, which sometimes included grottos, 
arches, bridges, and other elaborate architectural features, became graveyards for the 
choicer alpines enthusiasts had plucked from their mountain homes. 
 
But gradually improvement came. As early as 1870, William Robinson, in his book Alpine 
Flowers for English Gardens, attempted to give some guidance, and by the early years of the 
twentieth century, an altogether better appreciation of the needs of mountain plants had 
developed and skills in cultivating them improved. Nevertheless, for a long time, rock 
gardens continued to be poorly made and many esthetically unsatisfactory ones were 
established, as, sadly, are some modern ones. The least attractive belong in the groups the 
inspired English authority Reginald Farrer characterized as the almond pudding, dog's grave, 
and devil's lapful styles and that later in America became known as peanut brittle rock 
gardens. 

  
Before the end of the first decade of the twentieth century, capable Europeans were 
advocating sound principles for constructing and planting rock gardens and for caring for 
plants appropriate to them. Among the books in that decade are My Rock Garden, by 
Reginald Farrer, whose famous garden was in Yorkshire, England, and 'Rock Gardens' by 
Lewis Meredith, who gardened in County Wicklow, Ireland. Completed in 1913, but not 
published until six years later, Farrer's book The English Rock Garden became the bible of 
rock gardeners everywhere. A master of English prose, the author stimulated thousands to 
attempt the cultivation of the plants he so beautifully, entrancingly, and sometimes 
extravagantly described. 

  
Another benchmark was the publication, in English in 1930, of Rock Garden and Alpine 
Plants by Henri Correvon, the distinguished Swiss pioneer in the cultivation of alpine plants. 
As early as 1877, Correvon exhibited at a horticultural flower show in Geneva a small 
collection of alpines he had grown from seeds, for which pains he was accounted a "young 
enthusiast who does not realize the needs of the gardening world." Nevertheless, at the 
urging of one of the judges who thought the Société d' Horticulture de Genève should "give 
him something as evidence that the Société is interested in encouraging young beginners," 
Correvon was awarded a prize, four little silver teaspoons. 

  
American Rock Gardens 
In North America, interest in rock gardens began later than in Europe, yet in 1890 an 
example patterned after that at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England, but much smaller, 
was constructed at Smith College Botanic Garden, Northampton, Massachusetts. In the 
1920s, another was installed at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden in New York City, and in 1932, 
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construction began on the Thompson Memorial Rock Garden (now the T. H. Everett Rock 
Garden) at The New York Botanical Garden in York City. 
 
Meanwhile, keen amateurs were furthering the cause of rock gardening on both coasts of 
America. The publication in 1923 of Louise Beebe Wilder's delightful book The Rock Garden 
and the many other writings of this competent cultivator and talented author stimulated many 
Americans to engage in the new hobby. 
 
Other circumstances that in the period between the two world wars encouraged the rapid 
expansion of enthusiasm for rock gardening were the organization of the American Rock 
Garden Society and the truly marvelous examples of planted rock gardens staged as exhibits 
at the great spring flower shows in Boston, New York and Philadelphia, by the superb artists 
of rock garden design and construction, Marcel Le Piniac, Ralph Hancock, and Zenon 
Schrieber. The American Rock Garden Society continues to flourish and to attract to its 
membership people interested in its special field. (Ed. note: ARGS membership in the United 
States and Canada exceeded 4,000 at end of 1991 and includes many members in other 
parts of the world. H. Lincoln Foster and Laura Foster and their 1968 book Rock Gardening 
were vital influences in America). 

  
Partly because of climate, which in many parts of North America precludes or makes 
extremely difficult the cultivation of many true alpines that are the glories of European rock 
gardens, and partly because of the availability of numerous charming small plants native to 
the continent that are not alpines, most American rock gardeners wisely do not limit their 
plantings to inhabitants of high mountains, but include other neat and choice kinds that look 
as if they properly belong. And this is as it should be. 
 
Climate and Plants 
Traditionally, and as generally interpreted, rock gardening involves the cultivation of 
mountain plants and other low sorts that withstand severe winter cold with impunity and is 
thought of as belonging only in temperate climates. 
 
But viewed as an art form based on the agreeable use of rocks in the landscape, the 
development of rock gardens is as appropriate in warm temperate, subtropical, and tropical 
climates as in temperate ones. Certainly, there are many places in such regions where cliffs, 
outcropping rocks, and similar formations are as inspiring as those of colder regions, and the 
principles of adapting or constructing such features as garden landscapes are not different. 

  
The kinds of plants to employ in warm climates quite obviously differ from those useful in 
colder ones, but plenty are available. Fit choices to local conditions. In desert and semidesert 
areas, cactuses and other succulents in nearly endless array are obvious possibilities. They 
look especially well in association with rocks. For humid warm climate regions, there are 
available just as many sorts of plants appropriate for displaying in rock environments. They 
include ferns, as well as many kinds of begonias, gesneriads, peperomias, and other plants, 
many of which as wildlings inhabit cliffs and other rock features. 
 
There are two chief types of rock gardens, natural and artificial. The first represents the 
development of sites on which native rocks are prominent as outcrops, cliffs, or perhaps 
strewn boulders. The others are made in areas in which all or most of the rocks used must 
be imported. 
 
Existence of a site of the first description is reason enough for adapting it as a rock garden, 
but constructed gardens are generally only justified by a genuine desire to grow and display 
small plants the majority of which are not well suited for flower beds and borders. There are 
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sometimes rockless sites, such as banks and steep slopes, where the development of a rock 
garden presents less problems than other treatments.17 

 
The Borun garden was featured in the Los Angeles Times Magazine as an example of an English 
Rock Garden. It displays these characteristics through its intricately colored plantings, mixed soil 
composition, and intentional placement and spacing of rocks. 
  

                                                           
 17 North American Rock Garden Society, “Intro to Rock Gardening,” https://www.nargs.org/reference/intro-
rock-gardening. 

https://www.nargs.org/reference/intro-rock-gardening
https://www.nargs.org/reference/intro-rock-gardening
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Garrett Eckbo 
 
Garrett Eckbo, “the dean of West Coast landscape architects” was a pioneer in his field. Los Angeles 
Times journalist Elaine Woo celebrated Eckbo in his obituary as “a leader of the modern landscape 
movement, creating gardens the New York Times once called ‘the horticultural equivalent of the 
architecture and furniture of Charles and Ray Eames.’”18 A retired professor of landscape 
architecture at University of California, Berkeley (Berkeley), member of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA), Eckbo stressed the integral relationship of site, client, and built and 
plant material. Educated at Berkeley and under Bauhaus-founder Walter Gropius at Harvard, Eckbo 
“exemplified the era’s forward-thinking dynamism” through a “rigorous application of science and 
technology,” “a vital component in addressing societal concerns.”19  With projects ranging from 
multifamily migrant and permanent agricultural worker housing developments for the Farm Security 
Administration and the Gregory Ain’s Mar Vista Tract, now an HPOZ, to single family residences for 
luminaries such as Gary Cooper and Louis B. Mayer, Eckbo’s skill was diverse yet consistent.  
 
According to renowned architectural critic Esther McCoy “the first thing the landscape architect finds 
out is what technical problems are to be solved… The next thing to find out is what the owner 
wants.”20 McCoy praised Eckbo for his mastery of these tenets. As stated in SurveyLA, “[h]is 
influential book, Landscape for Living (1950), outlined a democratic design vision rooted in social 
objectives, which considered human needs and desires in partnership, rather than opposition, with 
the natural world.” Often working closely in a collaborative environment that welcomed shared ideas, 
his landscapes, particularly those for single family residences, were crafted based on iterative 
conversations with clients. Acknowledging the intrinsic ephemeral nature of landscape, and the 
occasional morphing reality of human taste he was not tied to the original design of a landscape. 
Eckbo welcomed change, so as long as change continued to depict a balance of design and nature. 
He also heavily considered on-going maintenance for those who steward the environments he 
designed. 
 
His project at the Borun House in Los Angeles, responded to the wishes of a young family through 
incorporation of a sandbox for the three children. Eckbo considered the present and future of family 
envisioning spaces as flexible zones available for change, while also weighing the benefits of paving 
versus plants in terms of required maintenance. It was this philosophy that resulted in Eckbo’s 
identity as an unpretentious designer for everyone. Eckbo was also known for the fusion of 
geometric, often asymmetrical, angular forms with more natural curves. This can be seen in his 
designs for the Mr. and Mrs. Don Hartman House in Beverly Hills where a diverse palette of colors 
including “restful Colorado brown” and paving “far from overwhelming” was seen in a “variety of 
designs and textures…as well as backgrounds that are ever changing.”21 At this house “[t]he lines of 
the arbor are a direct contrast to the rusticity of the tree and the redwood fence.” Notable works 
include the Fresno Mall, landscape at the University of New Mexico, a highly theatrical pool for the 
owner of swimsuit company Cole of California and plans for 50 West Coast housing sites for defense 
workers during World War II, and numerous public parks and private gardens. 
 
By the 1960, Eckbo founded his firm Eckbo, Dean, Austin & Williams (EDAW) in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. In addition to be a practicing landscape architect, Eckbo was instrumental in advancing 
the field in academia, as he was involved in the founding of the landscape architecture program at 
the University of Southern California.22 In 1965 Eckbo returned to Berkeley to head the Department 

                                                           
18 Elaine Woo, “Obituaries; Garrett Eckbo; Landscape Architect,” Los Angeles Times, June 2000.  
19 SurveyLA; Garrett Eckbo, Landscape for Living, New York: F.W. Dodge Corporation, 1950. 
20 Esther McCoy, “to solve the problems people have,” Los Angeles Times. February 26, 1956. 
21 Shan Stewart, “Angles for Patio Planning.” Los Angeles Times. September 10, 1950.  
22 “Landscape Design Offered by SC,” Los Angeles Times. July 4, 1948. 
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of Landscape Architecture, a position he held until 1969.23 Eckbo was also recipient of the 1983 
Richard Neutra Award for professional excellence from Cal Poly Pomona’s Department of 
Architecture.24 EDAW is one of several legacy firms of the multinational design and engineering firm 
AECOM. 
 
The Borun Garden was designed as a residential garden by master landscape architect Garrett 
Eckbo. It exemplifies several of Eckbo’s design principles, including the concept that landscapes 
should be designed to be lived in. The original design was customized to the Borun’s needs at the 
time and included a sand pit and children’s play area for the Borun children. The patio and arbor 
helped emphasize the seamless indoor-outdoor living connection of the subject property which is 
integral to modern architecture and modern landscape design. Alterations to the garden, including 
the construction of the curved swimming pool, and the introduction of rock gardening, are compatible 
with the original modern landscape design by Eckbo. 
 
Conclusion 
The Borun Residence and Garden is eligible under Criterion 1 for representing the Post-War 
development of Brentwood Park and under Criterion 3 an excellent example of Mid-Century modern 
residential architecture and exhibits the distinctive characteristics of the style. 
  

                                                           
 23 “Eckbo, Garrett,” UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives, 
https://archives.ced.berkeley.edu/collections/eckbo-garrett. 

24 … unanimous choice of a selection committee comprised of Dione Neutra; Thomas Hines, biographer of 
Richard Neutra; Bernard Zimmerman, former Neutra employee; Marvin Malecha, dean of the School of 
Environmental and Paul Helme, acting chair of the architecture department  

https://archives.ced.berkeley.edu/collections/eckbo-garrett
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Image 2:  Borun House and low wall, view east (Chattel, 2019) 

Image 1:  Borun House and driveway, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 3:  Borun House and driveway, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 4:  Borun House and driveway, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 5:  Borun House and driveway, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 6:  Borun House and driveway, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 7:  Driveway, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 8:  Driveway, garage at left and front entrance in background, view east 
(Chattel, 2019)
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Image 9:  Front entrance and carport, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 10:  Carport, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 11:  Front garden, view south (Chattel, 2019)

Image 12:  Front garden, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 13:  Detail, garage, view north (Chattel, 2019)

Image 14:  Front entrance doors, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 15:  South elevation, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 16:  East elevation, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 17:  East elevation, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 18:  East elevation, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 19:  East elevation, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 20:  East elevation, potting area, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 21:  Arbor at east elevation, view north (Chattel, 2019)

Image 22:  East elevation, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 23:  North elevation, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 24:  North elevation, view west (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 25:  Foyer, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 26:  Foyer, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 28:  Foyer, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 27:  Foyer, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 29:  Powder room, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 31:  Living room, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 30:  Living room, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 33:  Dining room, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)

Image 32:  Dining room, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 34:  Hallway, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 35:  Library, view southwest (Chattel, 2019)

Image 36:  Bedroom, view west Chattel, 2019)
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Image 37:  Bathroom, view south (Chattel, 2019)

Image 38:  Bedroom, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 39:  Bedroom, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 40:  Master bedroom, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 41:  Master bedroom, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 42:  Master bedroom closet, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 43:  Master bathroom, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 44:  Master bathroom, view west (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 45:  Breakfast room, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 46:  Breakfast room, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 47:  Kitchen, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 48:  Kitchen, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 49:  Hallway, view south (Chattel, 2019)

Image 50:  Laundry room, view north (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 51:  Laundry room, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 52:  Service area, view north (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 53:  Space adjacent to garage, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)

Image 54:  Garage, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 55:  Garden patio, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 56:  Garden, coy pond in foreground, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 57:  Garden and pathway, view southeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 58:  Garden pathway, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 59:  Lawn and garden, view north (Chattel, 2019)

Image 60:  Swimming pool with office building at right, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 61:  Accessory Building, west elevation, view northeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 62:  Accessory Building, north elevation, view south (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 63:  Garden and pathway, view north (Chattel, 2019)

Image 64:  Garden and pathway, view north (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 65:  Accessory Building, east elevation, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 66:  Accessory Building, east (left) and north (right) elevations, view west 
(Chattel, 2019)
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Image 67:  Patio in front of office building, view north (Chattel, 2019) 

Image 68:  Office building, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 69:  Bathroom in office building, view north (Chattel, 2019)

Image 70:  Office building, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 71:  Swimming pool, main house in background, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 72:  Garden and pathway, view north (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 73:  Rear portion of garden with gate onto South Canyon View Drive, view 
northeast (Chattel, 2019)

Image 74:  Rear portion of garden, view northwest (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 75:  Garden, view east (Chattel, 2019)

Image 76:  Garden and pathway, view west (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 77:  Pathway and arbor, view west (Chattel, 2019)

Image 78:  Arbor, view west (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 79:  Arbor and main house, view north (Chattel, 2019)

Image 80:  Arbor and main house, view east (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 81:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)

Image 82:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 83:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)

Image 84:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 85:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)

Image 86:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 87:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)

Image 88:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 89:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)

Image 90:  Garden details (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 2:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1963)

Image 1:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1966)
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Image 3:  Arbor and Garden (Ray Borun, 1966)

Image 4:  Arbor and Garden (Ray Borun, 1966)
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Image 5:  Arbor and Garden (Ray Borun, 1966)

Image 6:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1966)
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Image 7:  Garden  (Ray Borun, 1963)

Image 8:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1963)
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Image 9:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1966)
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Image 10:  Driveway and garage (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 11:  Driveway (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 12:  Driveway (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 13:  Planter in front yard (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 14:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 15:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 16:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 17:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)



Borun House and Gardens, 344 South Cliffwood Avenue, Los Angeles, California 
Attachment B: Historic Images

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 18:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 19:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 20:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 21:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 22:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 23:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 24:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 25:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 26:  Garden (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 27:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)



Borun House and Gardens, 344 South Cliffwood Avenue, Los Angeles, California 
Attachment B: Historic Images

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

Image 28:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 29:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 30:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 31:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 32:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 33:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 34:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)



Borun House and Gardens, 344 South Cliffwood Avenue, Los Angeles, California 
Attachment B: Historic Images

Chattel, Inc. | Historic Preservation Consultants

Image 35:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 36:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 37:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 38:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 39:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 40:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 41:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 42:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 43:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 44:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 45:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 46:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 47:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 48:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 49:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 50:  Garden, coy pond construction (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 51:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 52:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 53:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 54:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 55:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 56:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 57:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 58:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 59:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 60:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 61:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)

Image 62:  Garden renovations (Ray Borun, 1985)
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Image 1:  Subject property outlined in red (Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1906-1950)
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Image 2:  Subject property outlined in red (County of Los Angeles Assessor’s Map)
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Image 1:  Original building permit, 1960 (City of Los Angeles Building and Safety 
Department) 
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Image 2:  Building permit for new cabinets and sink, 1964 (City of Los Angeles 
Building and Safety Department)
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Image 3:  Permit for bedroom and bathroom addition, 1966 
(City of Los Angeles Building and Safety Department) 
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Image 4:  Building permit for swimming pool, 1972 (City of Los 
Angeles Building and Safety Department)
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Image 5:  Permit for accessory building, 1977 (City of Los 
Angeles Building and Safety Department) 
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Image 6:  Building permit for bathroom remodel, 1990 (City of Los 
Angeles Building and Safety Department)
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Image 7:  Permit for carport, 1990 (City of Los Angeles Building and Safety 
Department) 
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Image 8:  Building permit for reroofing, 1998 (City of Los Angeles Building and 
Safety Department)
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Image 9:  Building permit for reroofing, 2011 (City of Los Angeles Building and 
Safety Department)
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Image 1:  “A Place in the Shade” (American Home Magazine, June 1969)
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Image 2:  “A Place in the Shade” (American Home Magazine, June 1969)
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Image 3:  “In the English Manner” (Los Angeles Times Magazine, March 8, 1987)
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Image 4:  “In the English Manner” (Los Angeles Times Magazine, March 8, 1987)
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Image 5:  “In the English Manner” (Los Angeles Times Magazine, March 8, 1987)
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Image 6:  “A Hard Place” (Los Angeles Times Magazine, May 15, 1988)
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Image 7:  “A Hard Place” (Los Angeles Times Magazine, May 15, 1988)
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Image 8:  “Garden Memories” (Carolyn Ulrich, July 1994)
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Image 9:  “Garden Memories” (Carolyn Ulrich, July 1994)
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Image 10:  “Garden Memories” (Carolyn Ulrich, July 1994)
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Image 11:  “Garden Memories” (Carolyn Ulrich, July 1994)
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Image 12:  “Garden Memories” (Carolyn Ulrich, July 1994)
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Image 13:  “Garden Memories” (Carolyn Ulrich, July 1994)
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Image 14:  “Spring Garden Tour-The Gardener’s Garden” (Palisadian-Post, April 16, 
1998)
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Image 15:  “Pot Luck” (Sunset Magazine, January 2006)
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Image 2:  17823 Delano Street, Reseda, 1970 (Chattel, 2019) 

Image 1:  3301 Longridge Terrace, Sherman Oaks, 1962 (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 3:  17061 Strawberry Drive, Encino, 1964 (Chattel, 2019)

Image 4:  17862 Via Vallarta, Encino, 1972 (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 5:  2503 Aberdeen Avenue, Los Feliz, 1964 (Chattel, 2019)

Image 6:  18128 Chardon Circle, Encino, 1964 (Chattel, 2019)
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Image 7:  6610 North Mary Ellen Avenue, Sherman Oaks (Chattel, 2019)

Image 8:  Neiburger House (HCM #1122), 1220 North Kenter Avenue, Brentwood, 
1962 (Chattel, 2019)
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