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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 BONNET HOUSE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: David C. Morrison, Co-Trustee, Morrison Wilde Family Trust 
 c/o David C. Matlof 
 10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 1700 
 Los Angeles, CA  90067 
 
 Giant LLC 
 10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 1700 
 Los Angeles, CA  90067 
 
 Brian Prince 
 B.D.O.G. Inc.  
 2934 ½ North Beverly Glen Circle, Unit 58 
 Los Angeles, CA 90077-1724 
 
APPLICANT: Jaime Rummerfield 
 SIA Projects 
 2658 Griffith Park Boulevard, #399 
 Los Angeles, CA 90039 
      
PREPARER:   Charles J. Fisher 
    140 South Avenue 57 
    Highland Park, CA 90042 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: April 17, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: June 3, 2020* 
 
*The original Expiration Date of May 5, 2020 was 
extended 29 days, consistent with the Mayor’s 
March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of 
Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code, and 
may be subject to further time extension 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-510-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-511-CE   
 
Location: 2256 North El Contento Drive 
Council District: 4 – Ryu 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Hollywood United 
Legal Description: Tract 12424, Lot 2 
 
 



CHC-2020-510-HCM  
2256 North El Contento Drive 
Page 2 of 6 
 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources  
  
Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—March 12, 2020 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Bonnet House “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or 
method of construction [and] represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or 
architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age” as an excellent example of 
Early Modern residential architecture and an important work of master architect Richard 
Neutra that illustrates the evolution of this career.  
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Bonnet House, built in 1941, is a two-story single-family residence and garage located on the 
east side of El Contento Drive, south of Quebec Drive, in Hollywood. It was designed in the Early 
Modern architectural style by master architect Richard Neutra for Theodore and Lois Bonnet. The 
Bonnets were both writers, working primarily in publicity for film studios, but Theodore Bonnet 
also contributed to the Los Angeles Times and wrote the bestselling novel The Mudlark (1949). 
The Bonnets continued to live at the property until their deaths in 1983. 
 
Located on a sloping lot, the subject property consists of two overlapping rectangular volumes 
clad in redwood siding and stucco that have shed roofs with composition shingles and 
overhanging eaves. A brick chimney is located at the intersection of the two rectangular volumes. 
The primary, northwest-facing elevation features a staircase that leads to a patio, a band of metal 
casement windows, a sliding glass door, a wood panel door that serves as the main entrance on 
the second floor, and a fixed metal picture window that is recessed. On the southwest-facing 
elevation there is a garage at the lower level and two sets of steel casement windows. The interior 
features hardwood floors, two fireplaces, and plywood wall paneling. 
 
Richard Joseph Neutra (1892–1970) is considered one of Modernism's most important architects. 
Neutra was born in Vienna, Austria on April 8, 1892. He studied under Adolf Loos at the Technical 
University of Vienna, was influenced by Otto Wagner, and worked for a time in Germany in the 
studio of Erich Mendelsohn. He moved to the United States by 1923 and worked briefly for Frank 
Lloyd Wright before accepting an invitation from his close friend and university companion Rudolf 
Schindler to work and live communally in Schindler's Kings Road House in West Hollywood. In 
California, he became celebrated for rigorously geometric but airy structures that symbolized a 
West Coast variation on the Mid-Century Modern residence. In the early 1930s, Neutra's Los 
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Angeles practice trained several young architects who went on to independent success, including 
Gregory Ain, Harwell Hamilton Harris, and Raphael Soriano. He was famous for the attention he 
gave to defining the real needs of his clients, regardless of the size of the project, in contrast to 
other architects eager to impose their artistic vision on a client. His domestic architecture was a 
blend of art, landscape and practical comfort. Neutra died in Wuppertal, Germany, on April 16, 
1970. Other works by Neutra include the Jardinette Apartments (1929, HCM #390), Sten/Frenke-
Gould Residence (1934, HCM #647), Kun Residence (1936, HCM #1006), Landfair Apartments 
(1937, HCM #320), Kelton Apartments (1941, HCM #365), the Maxwell House (1941, HCM #808), 
and the Cytron House (1961, HCM #1148). 
 
Theodore Bonnet (1908-1983) was born in San Francisco and moved to Los Angeles in the late 
1920s while working as a newspaper reporter. In 1937, he married Lois Mary Wiss (1909-1983). 
Both Theodore and Lois worked as publicity writers, and Theodore also wrote for Cecil B. 
DeMille’s Lux Radio Theatre. After serving in the military during World War II, Theodore published 
two novels: The Mudlark (1949) and Dutch (1955). The Mudlark was a bestseller that was adapted 
into a film starring Irene Dunn and Alec Guinness in 1950; it was nominated for an Academy 
Award for Best Costume Design. Throughout his career, Bonnet worked in publicity for studios 
and contributed articles to the Los Angeles Times and film industry publications. Bonnet died in 
January 1983, and his wife Lois died one month later. 
 
Alterations to the property include renovations to the kitchen and bathroom in 2003, and the 
painting of the exterior wood siding, originally left natural, at an unknown date. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Bonnet House meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction [and] represents a 
notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or 
her age” as an excellent example of Early Modern residential architecture and an important work 
of master architect Richard Neutra that illustrates the evolution of this career.  
 
The Bonnet House reflects the execution of the Early Modern architectural style as Modernist 
architecture increasingly entered the mainstream in Los Angeles. The property features several 
defining characteristics of the style, including geometric volumes, overhanging eaves, ribbon 
windows, and lack of ornamentation. Other typical features include the experimental use of 
redwood siding and metal casement windows.  
 
The subject property is also an important work of master architect Richard Neutra that illustrates 
the evolution of this career. Most of Neutra’s earlier commissions in and around Los Angeles were 
expressions of his European roots and evinced the International Style noted for their white stucco 
walls, ribbon windows, flat roofs, and orthogonal geometry. However, as Neutra’s career 
progressed his vocabulary evolved. During the 1940s, Neutra increasingly sought to create 
architecture that would reflect the particular climate, culture, and landscape of Southern 
California. The Bonnet House’s strictly geometric form and ribbon windows are typical of Neutra’s 
early work rooted in European Modernism, while the redwood siding and the open ceilings 
represent the evolution of his work. 
 
While the applicant argues that the subject property also “is associated with the lives of historic 
personages important to national, state, city, or local history” for its connection to writer Theodore 
Bonnet, staff do not find that Bonnet rises to the level of an historic personage. While The Mudlark 
was a bestseller and adapted into a film, Bonnet’s contributions to literature, journalism, or the 
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film industry do not appear to have been exceptionally significant. The film’s Academy Award 
nomination was for Best Costume Design, which does not reflect Bonnet’s work.   
 
Despite interior and exterior alterations, the subject property retains a high level of integrity of 
location, setting, materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association to convey its 
significance.  
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Bonnet House as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that 
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.  
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2020-511-CE was prepared on March 13, 2020.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
On January 24, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On February 
20, 2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. On 
March 12, 2020, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kennard and 
Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.  
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COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2020-510-HCM 

LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2020-511-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
Bonnet House 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
4 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)                           ☐   Map attached. 
2256 North El Contento Drive, Los Angeles, CA  90068 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:                                                                                                                 ☐   Additional page(s) attached. 
 Designation of the Bonnet House as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Melissa Jones 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
213-847-3679   

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
 STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES  
   

☐ STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)     
               Public Resources Code Section(s) ______________________________________________________________  

 
☒ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

 
        CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) __8 and 31__________________________________________________ 

 
☐ OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) ) 
 
         ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Bonnet House as an Historic-Cultural Monument will assure the 
protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of Interior’s Standards to maintain 
and preserve the historic site. 
 

☒  None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.  
☐  The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
CITY STAFF USE ONLY: 
CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Melissa Jones                                              [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
City Planning Associate 

ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
N/A 

RECEIPT NO. 
N/A 

REC’D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME) 
N/A 

DISTRIBUTION:  County Clerk, Agency Record 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 BONNET HOUSE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: David C. Morrison, Co-Trustee, Morrison Wilde Family Trust 
 c/o David C. Matlof 
 10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 1700 
 Los Angeles, CA  90067 
 
 Giant LLC 
 10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 1700 
 Los Angeles, CA  90067 
 
 Brian Prince 
 B.D.O.G. Inc.  
 2934 ½ North Beverly Glen Circle, Unit 58 
 Los Angeles, CA 90077-1724 
 
APPLICANT: Jaime Rummerfield 
 SIA Projects 
 2658 Griffith Park Boulevard, #399 
 Los Angeles, CA 90039 
      
PREPARER:   Charles J. Fisher 
    140 South Avenue 57 
    Highland Park, CA 90042 

 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 20, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-510-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-511-CE   
 
Location: 2256 North El Contento Drive 
Council District: 4 – Ryu 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Hollywood United 
Legal Description: Tract 12424, Lot 2 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Bonnet House, built in 1941, is a two-story single-family residence and garage located on 
the east side of El Contento Drive, south of Quebec Drive, in Hollywood. It was designed in the 
Early Modern architectural style by master architect Richard Neutra for Theodore and Lois 
Bonnet. The Bonnets were both writers, working primarily in publicity for film studios, but 
Theodore Bonnet also contributed to the Los Angeles Times and wrote the bestselling novel 
The Mudlark (1949). The Bonnets continued to live at the property until their deaths in 1983. 
 
Located on a sloping lot, the subject property consists of two overlapping rectangular volumes 
clad in redwood siding and stucco that have a shed rooves with composition shingles and 
overhanging eaves. A brick chimney is located at the intersection of the two rectangular 
volumes. The primary, northwest-facing elevation features a staircase that leads to a patio, a 
band of metal casement windows, a sliding glass door, a wood panel door that serves as the 
main entrance on the second floor, and a fixed metal picture window that is recessed. On the 
southwest-facing elevation there is a garage at the lower level and two sets of steel casement 
windows. The interior features hardwood floors, two fireplaces, and plywood wall paneling. 
 
Richard Joseph Neutra (1892–1970) is considered one of Modernism's most important 
architects. Neutra was born in Vienna, Austria on April 8, 1892. He studied under Adolf Loos at 
the Technical University of Vienna, was influenced by Otto Wagner, and worked for a time in 
Germany in the studio of Erich Mendelsohn. He moved to the United States by 1923 and 
worked briefly for Frank Lloyd Wright before accepting an invitation from his close friend and 
university companion Rudolf Schindler to work and live communally in Schindler's Kings Road 
House in West Hollywood. In California, he became celebrated for rigorously geometric but airy 
structures that symbolized a West Coast variation on the Mid-Century Modern residence. In the 
early 1930s, Neutra's Los Angeles practice trained several young architects who went on to 
independent success, including Gregory Ain, Harwell Hamilton Harris, and Raphael Soriano. He 
was famous for the attention he gave to defining the real needs of his clients, regardless of the 
size of the project, in contrast to other architects eager to impose their artistic vision on a client. 
His domestic architecture was a blend of art, landscape and practical comfort. Neutra died in 
Wuppertal, Germany, on April 16, 1970. Other works by Neutra include the Jardinette 
Apartments (1929, HCM #390), Sten/Frenke-Gould Residence (1934, HCM #647), Kun 
Residence (1936, HCM #1006), Landfair Apartments (1937, HCM #320), Kelton Apartments 
(1941, HCM #365), the Maxwell House (1941, HCM #808), and the Cytron House (1961, HCM 
#1148). 
 
Theodore Bonnet (1908-1983) was born in San Francisco and moved to Los Angeles in the late 
1920s while working as a newspaper reporter. In 1937, he married Lois Mary Wiss (1909-1983). 
Both Theodore and Lois worked as publicity writers, and Theodore also wrote for Cecil B. 
DeMille’s Lux Radio Theatre. After serving in the military during World War II, Theodore 
published two novels: The Mudlark (1949) and Dutch (1955). The Mudlark was a bestseller that 
was adapted into a film starring Irene Dunn and Alec Guinness in 1950; it was nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Costume Design. Throughout his career, Bonnet worked in publicity 
for studios and contributed articles to the Los Angeles Times and film industry publications. 
Bonnet died in January 1983, and his wife Lois died one month later. 
 
Alterations to the property include renovations to the kitchen and bathroom in 2003, and the 
painting of the exterior wood siding, originally left natural, at an unknown date. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or 
local history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



Bonnet House First Owner/Tenant

2256 El Contento Drive 90068 4

2254-2258 El Contento Drive Beachwood Canyon

5585-026-002 Tract No. 12424   N/A      2

1940 None

Richard J. Neutra Eric F. Nelson

Single Family Residence Single Family Residence

International Style 2 Irregular

Wood Wood

Wood tongue-and-groove Stucco, smooth

Combination Select

Rolled asphalt Select

Casement Fixed

Aluminum Aluminum

Off-center Select

Paneled, glazed Select



    1976 Exterior staircase repaired after being damaged by a motor vehicle.

    2003 Kitchen and bathrooms remodeled and plumbing upgraded to copper.

    2016 Roof redone in kind.

 Unknown Siding painted a dark grey after being exposed wood.  Repainted reddish brown in 2018.

      

     

     

     

      

    



Jaime Rummerfield SIA Projects

2658 Griffith Park Boulevard, #399 Los Angeles CA

90039 323-573-7336 jaime@siaprojects.org

Brian Prince B.D.O.G. INC

2934  N. Beverly Glen Circle Unit 58 Los Angeles CA

90077-1724 310-308-5252 galorde@aol.com

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com





Bonnet House 
2256 El Contento Drive 

Architectural Description 
 

The Bonnet House is a 2-story single family residence built on a sloped lot in a 
double square plan consisting of two square or cube portion set together with shed 
type roof designed sloping downhill toward the front of the lot.  The front façade is 
highlighted by glass set in aluminum frames across the façade under wide eaves.  A 
stucco covered garage extends forward at the basement level, opening to a steep 
communal driveway.  The porch is accessed by a staircase to the left of the garage 
façade.  The house is covered with horizontal siding.  

Other architectural details include a light band along the main eave, which is closed 
and partially clad in the same siding as the main house, a central brick chimney, 
large floor to ceiling sliding glass doors, a polished flagstone floored porch set 
across the front of the house, extending out from the front eave, surrounded by a 
solid railing with stucco facing inward and siding on the outside as continuation of 
the exterior walls.  Operating windows are aluminum crank casements.  The main 
entry is through a plain solid wooden door situated at the far left of the front porch 
or patio. 

Interior features include hardwood floors, a simple painted brick fireplace in the 
living room, a quarter round fireplace in the master bedroom, both with flush cut 
stone hearths, plywood wall coverings, sloped ceilings following the roofline. 



Bonnet House 
2256 El Contento Drive 
Significance Statement 

 

The Bonnet House was designed by master architect Richard J. Neutra and built in 
1941 for Theodore C. and Louis Bonnet by contractor Eric F. Nelson, at the sum of 
$5,400.00.  The building is an example of International Style architecture, the open 
interior type of home that was pioneered in the 1920s and 30s by Neutra and his 
Modernist contemporaries.  The building is notable for its slopped shed roof, its 
open glass areas along the front façade and its open ceilings and amalgamation of 
the large front patio porch with the living room and master bedroom, taking full 
advantage of the views offered by the steep hillside into which it is constructed. 

The contractor for the house, Eric F. Nelson was one of numerous builders the 
Neutra had worked with during the 1930s and 1940s, but, according to Thomas 
Hine, in his book on the architect, was one of his two favorites.  Eric Ferdinand 
Nelson was born in Goteryd, Sweden on April 9, 1891 and immigrated to the 
United States in 1922, the builder was just one day shy of being a year older than 
Neutra. 

The Bonnet House was one of a series of redwood sided open floor plan houses 
that Neutra designed immediately before the coming of World War II, beginning 
with his plan for the Maxwell House (HCM 808), in Brentwood (Moved to 
Angeleño Heights in 2008, but still awaiting restoration), along with such designs 
as the Van Cleef House in Westwood, the Geza Rethy House in Sierra Madre and 
the Nesbitt House, in Brentwood, the latter of which incorporates brick with the 
redwood exterior. 

In Bonnet, Neutra alternated some stucco with the redwood siding, as he had done 
with the Bald House on a level site in Ojai, also built in 1941.  The subject house 
had originally been commissioned in 1938, but the Bonnets did not actually own 
the land until November 16, 1940, when it was acquired from Sam R. Schneider, 
who had just subdivided it as Tract No. 12424.  Faced with a challenging sloped 
lot, Neutra designed the two-bedroom, two-bath residence as series of cubes 
angled into the hillside, orienting them to maximize southwest views—a plan 



that earned the home praise in Architectural Record as well as Arts & 
Artists magazine. 

The International style began to evolve after World War I, utilizing in many cases, 
industrial materials to create open floorplans that were also designed to 
amalgamate the interior and exterior aspects of the house.  It is the direct result of 
the Bauhaus School founded by Walter Gropius.  Examples of true Bauhaus design 
are rare in the United States, but three examples in Los Angeles can be seen in 
Neutra’s 1929 Lovell Health House in the hills of Los Feliz (HCM 123) and his 
own VDL Research House (HCM 640), which was built in 1933, but burned down 
31 years later and rebuilt in 1964-66, as well as Gregory Ain’s 1940 Polito House 
(HCM 1100).  The Bauhaus designs are frequently looked upon as examples of the 
International style and are mormally classified as such. 

The beginning of the International Style can be traced to buildings designed by a 
small group of modernists, of which the major figures include Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe, Jacobus Oud, Le Corbusier, and Philip Johnson as well as Richard 
Neutra.  Within a few years, many other Modernists were using it in various 
renditions other than the steel and stucco designs that are the hallmark of the early 
Bauhaus projects.  The Bonnet House and its contemporaries deviated in a number 
of ways from the early International style, in both materials and design.  The use of 
wood siding was one change, as were the open ceilings, which brought a 
speciousness into the interiors that was to become a hallmark of many of the 
designs that filled the subdivisions during the building boom that came after the 
Second World War. 

The International Style, itself, was to remain popular with custom homes well into 
the 1960s.  Almost all homes designed in the style were to be designed to fit in 
with the unique aspects of the lots on which they were built, a high percentage 
being hillside properties.  The hills of Los Angeles were to become laboratories for 
these designs.  The prospect of spectacular views seen through wide glass windows 
and from high balconies made the International Style a popular choice with 
architects and their clients. 

As Hines notes: “Neutra’s clients comprised a broad social and economic 
spectrum—from low-income school teachers to Hollywood moguls and millionaire 
aristocrats.  Their only common traits were a penchant to experiment, a 



commitment to modernism, and, with several exceptions, a lasting fascination with 
their architectural mentor.” 

Theodore and Lois Bonnet represented just that type of client.  He was born in San 
Francisco, California on April 28, 1908, and she, in Saint Marys, Ohio on April 14, 
1909.  He started as a newspaper reporter who came to Los Angeles in the late 
1920s.  By 1930, Lois Mary Wiss was living in Indianapolis with her aunt and 
uncle, working as a secretary.  The couple were married in Los Angeles on 
December 13, 1937.  By 1940, Ted Bonnet was working as the publicity agent for 
Paramount Studios.  He had also been a writer for Cecil B. DeMille on the “Lux 
Radio Theatre”.  Lois was working as a publicity writer.  Ted Bonnet went into the 
army in 1943, where he served in the artillery, but continued to do publicity. 

After the war, Bonnet continued working publicity but was also to produce two 
novels: “The Mudlark” (1949) and “Dutch” (1955).  The Mudlark, which was a 
Dickens type story about a young urchin boy who strives to meet Queen Victoria.  
The following year it was produced into a movie starring Irene Dunn as Queen 
Victoria and Alec Guinness as Benjamin Disraeli.  The black and white film 
received some Oscar nominations but soon slipped into obscurity until recent 
years, when it has become more recognized for its creative merits.  “The Mudlark” 
had been a best seller, although “Dutch” didn’t do quite as well.  Bonnet continued 
to handle publicity for various studios, occasionally writing newspaper articles for 
the Los Angeles Times, as well as movie industry publications. 

At the time of his death on January 15, 1983, Bonnet was working on a California 
historical novel.  Lois Bonnet was to pass away one month after her husband, on 
February 17, 1983.  The Bonnets had no children, so the their estate deeded the 
house to Allan J. Basch, along with Martin C. and Nancy Kosmin on October 13, 
1983. 

Allan Jay Basch was born in Philadelphia, on March 5, 1946.  After growing up in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, he moved to San Diego where he worked for the school 
district, possibly as a teacher.  When he moved to Los Angeles, his sister and 
brother in law initially went on title with him, probably to help secure a loan.  They 
were deeded off, back on and then off the title again over the next five years.  On  
December 23, 1988, Basch deeded the house to David W. Hay and moved to the 
adjacent house at 2250 El Contento Drive.  He passed away there on August 24, 
1995. 



Hay, who was born on March 15, 1950, lived in the house for almost 5 years, 
selling it to Jonathan P. Anastas on October 9, 2003.  Anastas immediately 
remodeled the kitchen and bathrooms, replacing the galvanized plumbing with 
copper in the process.  He then upgraded the electrical system the following year.  
In 2016, Anastas had the roof replaced.  He transferred the property to David 
Conrow. Morrison and Sarah-Jane Wilde on June 26, 2018.  They deeded thehouse 
to the current owners on March 1, 2019. 

The Bonnet House qualifies for Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument status as 
an important design by master Modernist architect Richard Joseph Neutra.  The 
building is designed in an experimental style on a challenging sloped lot and 
displays the type of refined design that “embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a style, type, period or method of construction”.  The house is also significant as 
the long-time home of studio publicist and best-selling author Theodore C. Bonnet, 
meeting a second criteria as “it is associated with the lives of historic personages 
important to national, state or local history”. 
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Rishard J. Neutra, Architect 
(1892-1970) 

By Charles J. Fisher 
 

Richard Josef Neutra was born the youngest of four children, in Vienna, 
Austria, on August 8, 1892 to Samuel and Elizabeth (Glaser) Neutra.  His 
father was a wealthy artisan-industrialist secular Jew from Beregrasz, 
Hungary.  His mother passed away when he was sixteen and he looked to his 
older siblings.  His sister and brothers moved in sophisticated Viennese 
social circles and the young Neutra was influenced by many of their friends, 
including Gustav Klimt, Arnold Schönberg and Sigmund Freud.  He was 
soon impressed with the architecture of Otto Wagner and Adolf Loos. 
 
After serving in the Balkans in World War I, he graduated cum laude from 
the Technische Hochschule.  He worked for several architects in Europe, 
including the Swiss landscape architect Gustav Ammann.  In Northern 
Germany, he was briefly the town architect if Luchwenwalde.  In 1921 he 
worked in Berlin as a draftsman-collaborator for famed architect Erich 
Mendelsohn. 
 
While in Switzerland, Neutra met Dione Neiderman and they were married 
at Hagen, Germany on December 22, 1922.  Richard Neutra immigrated to 
the United States in October of 1923, working briefly in New York and then 
being hired by the Chicago architectural firm of Holabird and Roche.  He 
met the great Chicago architect Louis Sullivan, was dying in poverty and 
neglect.  At Sullivan’s funeral he met Frank Lloyd Wright and studied with 
him at Taliesin in the Fall and Winter of 1924.  Neutra had come to Chicago 
to meet both men and his choice was to set the tone for his future work. 
 
Meanwhile the Neutra’s son, Frank Lucian Neutra (named after Wright), 
was born on January 6, 1924, while Dione was still in Hagen.  They arrived 
in New York on June 26, 1924, settled with him in Chicago.  By early 1925, 
much of Wrights was centered in Los Angeles, and his Viennese friend R. 
M. Schindler, who had already gone there to oversee Wright’s work, had 
settled in West Hollywood.  The Neutras, with the latter’s encouragement, 
moved there and lived in the half of Schindler’s Kings Road House that had 
been recently vacated by his contractor, Clyde R. Chace. 
 



By this time, Schindler had already established his own practice in 
California, experimenting at the time with his slab cast designs.  He and 
Neutra formed a partnership, the ”Architectural Group for Industry and 
Commerce”. 
 
Neutra’s early work with Schindler were the landscape plans for The Howe 
House in Silver Lake and the Lovell Beach House, in Newport Beach.    
They worked together on a design for a pergola and wading pool for the 
West facade of Wright’s Hollyhock House, for Helene Barnsdall.  The 
projects were few and mostly single family houses. 
 
Neutra soon realized that Schindler’s limited practice did not generate 
enough to pay his bills.  Frank was found to have a learning disability that 
was eventually diagnosed as autism and needed care for the rest of his life 
and a second son, Dion Rudolph Neutra, was born on October 8, 1926. 
 
In order to make ends meet, he began taking on jobs outside of his 
partnership and also worked for a time with Los Angeles architect Gordon 
Kaufman and then Rudolph Meier.  While he was very pleased with his 
working relationship with Kaufman, he was lured away by a substantial raise 
in pay by Meier, even though, as he later wrote about him that he was an 
architect “who knows nothing, but has a first class commission and therefore 
pays unusually well”.  He later worked for the Fidelity Construction 
Company, where he worked in more traditional styles, such as Spanish 
Colonial. Revival. 
 
After working these jobs Downtown, he would return home and work with 
Schindler on their projects.  He would frequently wake up at 5:00 AM and 
work on his own projects, including “Rush City Reformed”, a Utopian 
community that he had begun to design while living in Germany and his 
book, “Vie Baut Amerika” (Why America Builds) before heading back to 
work.  As his own workload grew, he was beginning to distant himself from 
that with Schindler, even as his appreciation of the latter’s talent grew. 
 
Besides Schindler, Wright and his earlier mentors, Ammann and 
Mendelsohn, he was heavily influenced by Walter Gropius and his Bauhaus 
designs as well as the work of Mies Van der Rohe, Le Corbusier (Charles-
Édouard Jeanneret) and Jacobus Johannes Pieter Oud, among others 
 



His first major Los Angeles solo design was for the futuristic Jardinette 
Apartments (HCM 390), in Hollywood, which was under the AGIC 
partnership with Schindler, followed closely by his commission for the 
Bauhaus style Lovell Health House (HCM 123), in the hills above Los Feliz.  
The latter commission was to exacerbate the growing estrangement between 
Neutra and Schindler, who felt that Neutra had stolen his client, even though 
he had initially resisted the job in deference to Schindler. 
 
The Neutras soon moved out of the Kings Road house as the rift continued 
to grow.   By the early 1930s, Neutra was beginning to receive more work as 
he set up his own practice.  The Lovell commission had proven to be a major 
turning point in Neutra’s career, even though it was a major reason for the 
tragic breakup of his personalfriendship with Schindler, which had carried 
on in spite of the Lovell incident, but began to splinter after 1932. 
 
The Lovell project became a worldwide sensation as Lovell had the house 
opened for tours, which were personally conducted by Lovell and Neutra for 
four successive Sundays.  Over 15,000 guests toured the house.  After that, 
Neutra took an extended vacation in the Far East and Europe, as well as New 
York, which only helped to cement his international celebrity, as well it 
influenced his ideas for future projects.  He even taught briefly at Gropius’ 
Bauhaus School in Germany.  Upon his return to New York, sans his family, 
who had gone to Switzerland to work with Sigmund Freud on helping Frank. 
 
Neutra attempted to start a practice in New York, but it was slow.  However, 
his celebrity brought him lecture gigs.  Eventually, at the behest of his friend 
Philip Johnson, who father, Homer H. Johnson, was a principal of the newly 
incorporated Aluminum Corporation of America (ALCOA), he took on the 
design of an aluminum bus body for the White Motor Company, which took 
him to Cleveland, Ohio.  His designs were a bit ahead of their time, and 
while critically acclaimed, but not put into production. 
 
In the Fall of 1931, he returned to Los Angeles with a new-found fame but 
no new work.  An article in the Los Angeles Times noted that upon returning 
home that due to his study of European ‘progressive architecture’, he was 
“more firmly convinced than ever that it will not be long now before the 
whole world will ‘go modern’ in home construction and design”.  However, 
in spite of his newfound celebrity, architectural work was almost non-
existent in an economy being wracked by the Great Depression. 
 



One bright spot during this slow period was the Museum of Modern Art 
including his work in its 1932 “Modern Architecture” exhibit as the term 
“International” was becoming known for the Modernist architecture. 
 
The commissions slowly started to come in.  A house here, a school there, 
the jobs began to come in.  The Long Beach Earthquake, on March 10, 1933 
made a change in school building that was conducive for his plans for single 
story elementary schools, several of which were built.  The Mosk House, in 
Beechwood Canyon (1933) and the Scheyer House, in the Santa Monica 
Mountains (1934), both showed major advances over the original Bauhaus 
character of the International style.  The Mosks were very easy clients to 
work with, whereas Galka Scheyer, a psychologist who had lived with 
Schneider after his wife, Pauline, had left him, proved to be much more 
demanding of constant changes in the plan, calling him at all hours of the 
day or night on the changes. 
 
Future master Modernists Gregory Ain and Raphael Soriano were working 
for both Neutra and Schindler at that time.  Ain, who had assisted Neutra on 
the Scheyer project, recalled years later that in Scheyer, Neutra had “met his 
match and vice versa.” 
 
His next high profile commission was for movie director Josef Von 
Sternberg, for who he designed a unique Modernist mini mansion on a 13 
acre parcel in Northridge, in 1935. The design of the aluminum clad house 
contrasted with most typical homes. It had a very small number of rooms 
and a relatively small square footage. While it did have a few features of 
ostentatious display, such as a separate, larger and higher garage bay to 
accommodate the owner’s Duesenberg, in addition to the two other garage 
bays for lesser automobiles (in an era where even rich homes had only one 
or two garages) most of its characteristics were original and discrete, 
showing Neutra's attention to the integration of custom details, such as the 
surrounding moat and a circular aluminum wall surrounding the patio that 
was a major architectural feature of the house. 
 
The Von Sternberg House even further pushed the rift between Neutra and 
Schindler, the latter of whom had approached the director six years earlier 
about designing a house for him.  Sadly the incredible house was demolished 
year after Neutra’s death in order to accommodate a new subdivision known 
as “Buckingham Estates”, as the post World War II development of the San 
Fernando Valley continued to march on. 



The estrangement with Schindler lasted until 1953, when both men by 
chance found themselves sharing a hospital room with Neutra recovering 
from the second of several heart attacks and Schindler recovering from 
prostate cancer surgery.  The two men buried the hatchet and rekindled their 
friendship.  It was short lived, as Schindler’s illness proved to be fatal. 
 
By the late 1930s, Neutra was very prolific.  He had already built a house for 
his family and his office.  Known as the VDL Research House (HCM 640), 
it was a masterpiece of Bauhaus design overlooking the Silver Lake 
reservoir.  It was named after Dutch industrialist Cornelis Hendrik (Cees) 
van der Leeuw (1890-1973), who was also a psychiatrist and was a pioneer 
in the field of modernism in the Netherlands, designing many modern pieces 
of art. For this reason, he is an important and recognized figure in Dutch 
architecture. 
 
A third son was born to the Neutras on March 12, 1939.  Raymond Richard 
Neutra, who was to become a prominent physician. 
 
Neutra continued to experiment with design and, in the late 1930s, he 
brought the concept of open beamed ceilings to the International Style, with 
such notable designs such as the Nesbitt and Maxwell Houses, in 
Brentwood, the Bonnet House, in Beachwood Canyon, the Van Cleef House, 
in Westwood and the Geza Rethy House, in Sierra Madre. 
 
Neutra continued to produce designs after the war that continued to be both 
innovative and livable.  He was designing house and other buildings in 
various states as well as in Europe.  His designs in the 1950s continued the 
experimentation he started in the late 1930s, producing houses that broke 
with the cool, hard, crisp machine images of his earlier work.  He was using 
more natural materials, such as stone and wood, and less of the aluminum, 
stucco and concrete he had previously favored.  The natural materials were 
still coupled with harder industrial materials. 
 
The Hinds House, built atop Mt. Washington in 1951, is set over a ravine at 
the top of the hill, giving it a feeling of floating over the city.  An even more 
spectacular view is found with the Hollywood Hills house that he designed 
high above Sunset Boulevard in 1956 for the artist Robert Chuey and his 
wife, Josephine, who had previously been married to Gregory Ain.  The 
Chuey house, which has a reflecting pool, is set atop a steep hill, assessed by 



a long steep driveway.  Like the Hinds House, it gives the impression of 
floating, but over an even more spectacular view. 
 
For larger projects he went into a partnership with Robert E. Alexander.  
They designed the larger projects in the office that Neutra had built on Silver 
Lake Boulevard (HCM 676), while Neutra continued to use his home for the 
residential commissions.  It was during this period that he also contributed a 
design to Paul Revere Williams plan book on small houses. 
 
Neutra and Alexander were hired by the Los Angeles Housing Department 
to design the new apartment buildings for “Elysian Park Heights”, an 
ambitious redevelopment plan for Chavez Ravine.  Most of the land had 
already been acquired by the Department of Water and Power, which had 
planned on using it for a headquarters building.  However, with the plans for 
a new Civic Center, the decision was made to build on Bunker Hill and the 
Chavez Ravine community remained intact. 
 
While the Housing Department pushed hard for the project, Neutra and 
Alexander put together a village, designed along the lines of Baldwin Hills 
Village (HCM 174), that Alexander had previously worked on.  The city 
proceeded with eminent domain on the remaining properties and then 
bulldozed everything.  Meanwhile, a growing opposition to the project, 
much of it predicated by the McCarthyism that pervaded the early 1950s, 
derided the project as Socialistic endeavor.  By the mid 1950s, the 
opposition had won out and the project was abandoned.  The now vacant 
land was returned to Water and Power, which eventually sold it to Walter 
O’Malley as the site for Dodger Stadium. 
 
The National Charity League Observation School was built in Hollywood in 
1953-55 was an early project of Neutra and Alexander that was built to 
house the leagues headquarters and be a nursery school for emotionally 
disturbed children.  The clean lines and use of polished aluminum sheathing 
and ribbon windows, along with the building’s relaxed informality, 
immaculate detailing and restrained compositional elegance gave the 
building a connection with Neutra’s earlier work, as did the University 
Elementary School on the UCLA campus in 1957.  In spite of efforts to save 
them, the UES building were demolished in 1992. 
 
The partnership designed a number of institutional, government and 
ecclesiastical buildings.  Three of their most noted buildings were the 



Lincoln Memorial Museum and Visitors’ Center at Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, The United States Embassy, in Karachi, Pakistan, as well as 
one of the last major projects that came to fruition, their design for the new 
Hall of Records at the Los Angeles Civic Center.  This project was 
completed in the early 1962.  All three were built after the partnership had 
ended.  
 
Neutra and Alexander frequently had very different ideas with how to design 
many of their projects.  Neutra tended to spend most of his time at his home 
office, working on his residential commissions, partly to avoid some of the 
conflicts with his partner, who worked out of the Glendale Boulevard office.  
Neutra’s son, Dion, had been going to architectural school and was soon 
working out of the Glendale Boulevard office with Alexander.  The 
arrangement eventually reached the breaking point. 
 
After the partnership with Alexander ended, Neutra teamed up with his son 
Dion, and many of the later projects were a collaboration between the two of 
them. 
 
The first such collaboration was the rebuilding of the VDL Research House, 
which burned in 1963.  The house was reconstructed to look about the same, 
but many of the materials were upgraded to those available in the 1960s to 
make the house both more seismic resistant and fire resistant.  Neutra office, 
with countless plans and photos, had been destroyed in the fire.  After this, 
all of the work has been handled through the Silver Lake Boulevard office, 
which is still run by Dion Neutra at the time of this writing. 
 
Neutra made frequent trips to Europe during his later years, designing house 
in several countries.  On April 16, 1970, the 78 year old Neutra suffered a 
fatal heart attack while visiting and photographing the Kemper House, one 
of two houses that he had designed in Wuppertal, Germany. 
 
Dion Neutra carries on his father’s legacy, doing all that he can to protect the 
many buildings that he designed.  His efforts to save the Kronish House in 
Beverly Hills not only saved it from demolition but helped to convince that 
city to implement a preservation ordinance in 2011. 
 
 

© 2019, by Charles J. Fisher 





































Richard Neutra

Born Richard Joseph
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April 8, 1892
Leopoldstadt, Vienna
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Richard Neutra
Richard Joseph Neutra (/ˈnɔɪtrə/; German: [ˈʁiçaʁt ˈnɔʏtʁaː]; April 8, 1892 – April 16, 1970) was an Austrian-

American architect. Living and building for the majority of his career in Southern California, he came to be considered

among the most important modernist architects.

Biography
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Legacy
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Notes
Other sources
External links

Neutra was born in Leopoldstadt, the 2nd district of Vienna, Austria Hungary, on April 8, 1892 into a wealthy Jewish

family. His Jewish-Hungarian father Samuel Neutra (1844–1920)[1][2] was a proprietor of a metal foundry, and his

mother, Elizabeth "Betty" Glaser[3] Neutra (1851–1905) was a member of the IKG Wien. Richard had two brothers who

also emigrated to the United States, and a sister Pepi Weixlgärtner who was an artist who emigrated to Sweden where

her work can be seen at The Museum of Modern Art.

Neutra attended the Sophiengymnasium in Vienna until 1910. He studied under Max Fabiani and Karl Mayreder at the

Vienna University of Technology (1910–1918), and also attended the private architecture school of Adolf Loos. In 1912 he

undertook a study trip to Italy and the Balkans with Ernst Ludwig Freud (son of Sigmund Freud).

In June 1914, Neutra's studies were interrupted when he was ordered to Trebinje; he served as a lieutenant in the

artillery in the Balkans until the end of the war. He took a leave in 1917 to return to the Technische Hochschule to take

his final examinations.[4]

After World War I Neutra went to Switzerland where he worked with the landscape architect Gustav Ammann. In 1921

he served briefly as city architect in the German town of Luckenwalde, and later in the same year he joined the office of

Erich Mendelsohn in Berlin. Neutra contributed to the firm's competition entry for a new commercial centre for Haifa,

Palestine (1922), and to the Zehlendorf housing project in Berlin (1923).[5] He married Dione Niedermann, the daughter

of an architect, in 1922. They had three sons, Frank L (1924–2008), Dion (1926–) an architect and his father's partner, and Raymond Richard (1939–) a physician

and environmental epidemiologist.

Neutra moved to the United States by 1923 and became a naturalized citizen in 1929. Neutra worked briefly for Frank Lloyd Wright before accepting an invitation

from his close friend and university companion Rudolf Schindler to work and live communally in Schindler's Kings Road House in California. Neutra’s first work in

Los Angeles was in landscape architecture, where he provided the design for the garden of Schindler’s beach house (1922–5), designed for Philip Lovell, Newport

Beach, and for a pergola and wading pool for Wright and Schindler’s complex for Aline Barnsdall on Olive Hill (1925), Hollywood. Schindler and Neutra

collaborated on an entry for the League of Nations Competition of 1926–7; in the same year they formed a firm with the planner Carol Aronovici (1881–1957) called

the Architectural Group for Industry and Commerce (AGIC). He subsequently developed his own practice and went on to design numerous buildings embodying the

International Style, twelve of which are designated as Historic Cultural Monuments (HCM), including the Lovell Health House (HCM #123; 1929) and the Richard

and Dion Neutra VDL Research House (HCM #640; 1966).[5] In California, he became celebrated for rigorously geometric but airy structures that symbolized a

West Coast variation on the mid-century modern residence. Clients included Edgar J. Kaufmann, Galka Scheyer, and Walter Conrad Arensberg. In the early 1930s,

Neutra's Los Angeles practice trained several young architects who went on to independent success, including Gregory Ain, Harwell Hamilton Harris, and Raphael

Soriano. In 1932, he tried to move to the Soviet Union, to help design workers' housing that could be easily constructed, as a means of helping with the housing

shortage.[6]

In 1932, Neutra was included in the seminal MoMA exhibition on modern architecture, curated by Philip Johnson and Henry-Russell Hitchcock. In 1949 Neutra

formed a partnership with Robert E. Alexander that lasted until 1958, which finally gave him the opportunity to design larger commercial and institutional

buildings. In 1955, the United States Department of State commissioned Neutra to design a new embassy in Karachi. Neutra's appointment was part of an ambitious

program of architectural commissions to renowned architects, which included embassies by Walter Gropius in Athens, Edward Durrell Stone in New Delhi, Marcel
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Breuer in The Hague, Josep Lluis Sert in Baghdad, and Eero Saarinen in London. In 1965 Neutra formed a partnership with his son Dion Neutra.[5] Between 1960

and 1970, Neutra created eight villas in Europe, four in Switzerland, three in Germany, and one in France. Prominent clients in this period included Gerd Bucerius,

publisher of Die Zeit, as well as figures from commerce and science.

Richard Joseph Neutra died in Wuppertal, Germany, on April 16, 1970, at the age of 78.[7]

He was famous for the attention he gave to defining the real needs of his clients, regardless of the size of the project, in contrast to other architects eager to impose

their artistic vision on a client. Neutra sometimes used detailed questionnaires to discover his client's needs, much to their surprise. His domestic architecture was a

blend of art, landscape, and practical comfort.

In a 1947 article for the Los Angeles Times, "The Changing House," Neutra emphasizes the "ready-for-anything" plan – stressing an open, multifunctional plan for

living spaces that are flexible, adaptable and easily modified for any type of life or event.[8][9]

Neutra had a sharp sense of irony. In his autobiography, Life and Shape, he included a playful anecdote about an anonymous movie producer-client who electrified

the moat around the house that Neutra designed for him and had his Persian butler fish out the bodies in the morning and dispose of them in a specially designed

incinerator. This was a much-embellished account of an actual client, Josef von Sternberg, who indeed had a moated house but not an electrified one.

The novelist/philosopher Ayn Rand was the second owner of the Von Sternberg House in the San Fernando Valley (now destroyed). A photo of Neutra and Rand at

the home was famously captured by Julius Shulman.

Neutra's early watercolors and drawings, most of them of places he traveled (particularly his trips to the Balkans in WWI) and portrait sketches, showed influence

from artists such as Gustav Klimt, Egon Schiele etc. Neutra's sister Josefine, who could draw, is cited as developing Neutra's inclination towards drawing.

Neutra's son Dion has kept the Silver Lake offices designed and built by his father open as "Richard and Dion Neutra Architecture" in Los Angeles. The Neutra

Office Building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

In 1980, Neutra's widow donated the Van der Leeuw House (VDL Research House), then valued at $207,500, to California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

(Cal Poly Pomona) to be used by the university's College of Environmental Design faculty and students.[10][11] In 2011, the Neutra-designed Kronish House (1954)

on 9439 Sunset Boulevard in Beverly Hills sold for $12.8 million.[12]

In 2009, the exhibition "Richard Neutra, Architect: Sketches and Drawings" at the Los Angeles Central Library featured a selection of Neutra's travel sketches,

figure drawings and building renderings. An exhibition on the architect's work in Europe between 1960 and 1979 was mounted by the MARTa Herford, Germany.

The revival in the late 1990s of mid-century modernism has given new cachet to his work, as with homes and public structures built by the architects John Lautner

and Rudolf Schindler. The Kaufmann Desert House was restored by Marmol Radziner + Associates in the mid-1990s.

The typeface family Neutraface, designed by Christian Schwartz for House Industries, was based on Richard Neutra's architecture and design principles.

In 1977, he was posthumously awarded the AIA Gold Medal, and in 2015 he was honored with a Golden Palm Star on the Walk of Stars in Palm Springs,

California.[13]

The 1962 Maslon House of Rancho Mirage, California was demolished in 2002.[14]

Neutra's Cyclorama Building at Gettysburg was demolished by National Park Service between March 8–9, 2013.[15]

See also: Category: Richard Neutra buildings

Jardinette Apartments, 1928, 5128 Marathon Street, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California
Lovell House, 1929, Los Angeles, California
Mosk House, 1933, 2742 Hollyridge Drive, Hollywood, California
Nathan and Malve Koblick House, 1933, 98 Fairview Avenue, Atherton, California
Universal-International Building (Laemmle Building), 1933, 6300 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, Los
Angeles, California
Scheyer House, 1934, 1880 Blue Heights Drive, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California
William and Melba Beard House (with Gregory Ain), 1935, 1981 Meadowbrook, Altadena
California Military Academy, 1935, Culver City, California
Corona Avenue Elementary School, 1935, 3835 Bell Avenue, Bell, California
Largent House, 1935, corner of Hopkins and Burnett Avenues, San Francisco. Building was demolished by
new owners and as of 2018, they have been ordered to rebuild an exact replica.[16][17]

Von Sternberg House, 1935, San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles

Architectural style

Legacy

Lost works

Selected works

Miller House, Palm Springs
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Neutra VDL Studio and Residences (also known as Van der Leeuw House or VDL Research House), 1932, Los Angeles, California
Sten and Frenke House (Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument #647), 1934, 126 Mabery Road, Santa Monica
The Neutra House Project (http://neutrahouse.org), 1935, Restoration of the Neutra "Orchard House" in Los Altos, California
Josef Kun House, 1936, 7960 Fareholm Drive, Nichols Canyon, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California[18]

George Kraigher House (http://www.preservationtexas.org/endangered/george-kraigher-house/), 1937, 525 Paredes Line Road, Brownsville, Texas
Landfair Apartments, 1937, Westwood, Los Angeles, California
Strathmore Apartments, 1937, Westwood, Los Angeles, California
Aquino Duplex, 1937, 2430 Leavenworth Street, San Francisco
Leon Barsha House (with P. Pfisterer), 1937, 302 Mesa Road, Pacific Palisades, California
Miller House,[19] 1937, Palm Springs, California
Windshield House,[20] 1938, Fisher's Island, New York
Lewin House, 1938, 512 Ocean Front Walk, Santa Monica, Los Angeles
Emerson Junior High School, 1938, 1650 Selby Avenue, West Los Angeles, California
Ward-Berger House (http://ward-bergerhouse.org), 1939, 3156 North Lake Hollywood Drive, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California
Kelton Apartments, Westwood, Los Angeles
Sidney Kahn House, 1940, Telegraph Hill, San Francisco
Beckstrand House, 1940, 1400 Via Montemar, Palos Verdes Estates, Los Angeles County
Bonnet House, 1941, 2256 El Contento Drive, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California
Neutra/Maxwell House, 1941, Angelino Heights, Los Angeles
Van Cleef Residence, 1942, 651 Warner Avenue, Westwood, Los Angeles
Channel Heights Housing Projects, 1942, San Pedro, California
John Nesbitt House, 1942, 414 Avondale, Brentwood, Los Angeles
Kaufmann Desert House,[21][22][23] 1946, Palm Springs, California
Stuart Bailey House, 1948, Pacific Palisades, California (Case Study 20A)
Case Study Houses #6, #13, #20A, #21A
Schmidt House, 1948, 1460 Chamberlain Road, Linda Vista, Pasadena, California
Joseph Tuta House, 1948, 1800 Via Visalia, Palos Verdes, California
Holiday House Motel, 1948, 27400 Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, California
Elkay Apartments, 1948, 638-642 Kelton Avenue, Westwood, Los Angeles
Gordon Wilkins House, 1949, 528 South Hermosa Place, South Pasadena, California[24][25]

Alpha Wirin House, 1949, 2622 Glendower Avenue, Los Feliz, Los Angeles
Hines House, 1949, 760 Via Somonte, Palos Verdes, California
Atwell House, 1950, 1411 Atwell Road, El Cerrito, California
Nick Helburn House, 1950, Sourdough Road, Bozeman, Montana
Neutra Office Building — Neutra's design studio from 1950 to 1970
Kester Avenue Elementary School, 5353 Kester Avenue, Los Angeles (with Dion Neutra), 1951, Sherman Oaks, California
Everist House, 1951, 200 W. 45th Street, Sioux City, Iowa[26]

Moore House, 1952, Ojai, California (received AIA award)
Perkins House, 1952–55, 1540 Poppypeak Drive, Pasadena, California
Schaarman House, 1953, 7850 Torreyson Drive, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California
Olan G. and Aida T. Hafley House, 1953, 5561 East La Pasada Street, Long Beach[27]

Brown House, 1955, 10801 Chalon Road, Bel Air, Los Angeles
Kronish House, 1955, Beverly Hills, California[28]

Sidney R. Troxell House,[29] 1956, 766 Paseo Miramar, Pacific Palisades, California
Chuey House, 1956, 2460 Sunset Plaza Drive, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California[30]

Clark House, 1957, Pasadena, California
Airman's Memorial Chapel, 1957, 5702 Bauer Road, Miramar, California
Sorrell's House, 1957, Old State Highway 127, Shoshone, California [31]

Ferro Chemical Company Building, 1957, Cleveland, Ohio
The Lew House, 1958, 1456 Sunset Plaza Drive, Los Angeles
Connell House, 1958, Pebble Beach, California
Mellon Hall and Francis Scott Key Auditorium, 1958, St. John's College, Annapolis, Maryland
Riviera United Methodist Church, 1958, 375 Palos Verdes Boulevard, Redondo Beach
Loring House, 1959, 2456 Astral Drive, Los Angeles (addition by Escher GuneWardena Architecture, 2006
Singleton House, 1959, 15000 Mulholland Drive, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California
Oyler House, 1959 Lone Pine, California
Garden Grove Community Church, Community Church, 1959 (Fellowship Hall and Offices), 1961 (Sanctuary), 1968 (Tower of Hope), Garden Grove, California
Three senior officer's quarters on Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho, 1959
Julian Bond House, 1960, 4449 Yerba Santa, San Diego, California
R.J. Neutra Elementary School, 1960, Naval Air Station Lemoore, in Lemoore, California (designed in 1929)
Palos Verdes High School, 1961, 600 Cloyden Road, Palos Verdes, California
Haus Rang, 1961, Königstein im Taunus, Germany
Hans Grelling House/Casa Tuia on Monte Verità, 1961, Strada del Roccolo 11, Ascona, Tessin, Switzerland
Los Angeles County Hall of Records, 1962, Los Angeles, California.
Gettysburg Cyclorama, 1962, Gettysburg National Military Park, Pennsylvania [DEMOLISHED]
Gonzales Gorrondona House, 1962, Avenida la Linea 65, Sabana Grande, Caracas, Venezuela
Bewobau Residences, 1963, Quickborn near Hamburg, Germany
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Mariners Medical Arts, 1963, Newport Beach, California
Painted Desert Visitor Center, 1963, Petrified Forest National Park, Arizona
United States Embassy, (later US Consulate General until 2011), 1959, Abdullaha Haroon Road, Karachi, Pakistan[32]

Swirbul Library, 1963, Adelphi University, Garden City, New York
Kuhns House, 1964, Woodland Hills, Los Angeles, California
Rice House (National Register of Historic Places), 1964, 1000 Old Locke Lane, Richmond, Virginia
VDL II Research House,[33][34][35] 1964, (rebuilt with son Dion Neutra) Los Angeles, California
Rentsch House, 1965, Wengen near Berne in Switzerland; Landscape architect: Ernst Cramer
Ebelin Bucerius House, 1962-1965, Brione sopra Minusio in Switzerland; Landscape architect: Ernst Cramer
Haus Kemper, 1965, Wuppertal, Germany
Sports and Congress Center, 1965, Reno, Nevada
Delcourt House, 1968–69, Croix, Nord, France
Haus Pescher, 1969, Wuppertal, Germany
Haus Jürgen Tillmanns, 1970, Stettfurt, Thurgau, Switzerland

Cyclorama Building,
Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania

 

Jardinette Apartments,
Hollywood

 

Kaufmann House, Palm
Springs, California.

 

Garden Grove
Community Church,
Garden Grove, CA

1927: Wie Baut Amerika? (How America Builds) (Julius Hoffman)
1930: Amerika: Die Stilbildung des neuen Bauens in den Vereiningten Staaten (Anton Schroll Verlag)
1935: "New Elementary Schools for America". Architectural Forum. 65 (1): 25–36. January 1935.
1948: Architecture of Social Concern in Regions of Mild Climate (Gerth Todtman)
1951: Mysteries and Realities of the Site (Morgan & Morgan)
1954: Survival Through Design (Oxford University Press)
1956: Life and Human Habitat (Alexander Koch Verlag).
1961: Welt und Wohnung (Alexander Kock Verlag)
1962: Life and Shape: an Autobiography (Appleton-Century-Crofts), reprinted 2009 (Atara Press)
1962: Auftrag für morgen (Claassen Verlag)
1962: World and Dwelling (Universe Books)
1970: Naturnahes Bauen (Alexander Koch Verlag)
1971: Building With Nature (Universe Books)
1974: Wasser Steine Licht (Parey Verlag)
1977: Bauen und die Sinneswelt (Verlag der Kunst)
1989: Nature Near: The Late Essays of Richard Neutra (Capra Press)
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Building Permit History 
2256 El Contento Drive 

Hollywood Hills 
 
 

November 26, 1940: Building Permit No. 47589 to construct a 1-story 43’5” X 44’4” 
frame residence and garage at 2248 2256 El Contento Drive on 
Lot 2, Tract No. 12424. 

 Owner: Mr. & Mrs. Ted Bonnet 
 Architect: Richard J. Neutra 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Eric F. Nelson 

Cost: $5,400.00 
 

May 2, 1941: Building Permit No. 11054 to construct a retaining wall.  
 Owner: Ted Bonnet 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Charles O. Silver 

Cost: $100.00 
 

October 26, 1976: Building Permit No. LA34827 to repair motor vehicle damage to 
front wooden steps.  

 Owner: Ted Bommet (misspelling on permit.) 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Howard’s Contractors 

Cost: $750.00 
 

August 31, 2003: Building Permit No. EP02063 for interior kitchen remodel/repair 
(no changes in walls or openings).  Interior bathroom 
remodel/repair (no changes in walls and openings). 

 Owner: David W. Hay 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Brit Fix Builders 

Cost: $11,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

October 27, 2003: Plumbing Permit No. WO34233872 to repipe old galvanized 
pipes under house & replace main line from watermeter to 
house. 

 Owner: David W. Hays 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Brit Fix Builders 

Cost: Not Shown 
 
January26, 2004: Electrical Permit No. WO44101902 to upgrade service to 200 

Amps. 
 Owner: David W. Hays 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Ibrox Electric 

Cost: Not shown 
 

March 15, 2016: Building Permit No. LA61426 to re-roof with class A or B 
material weighing less than 6 pound per sq. ft.  For residential 
roof replacement . 50% of the total roof area, apply Cool Roof 
Product labeled and certified by Cool Roof Rating Council 
(CRRC).  Cool Roof may be required for non-residential 
buildings per Title 24, Part 6, Section 149 (b).  

 Owner: Jonathan P. Anastas 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: M J Roofing 

Cost: $6,200.00 
 

 

































Bonnett House 
Photographs 

 

 
Bonnet House, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, front porch/patio, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Cameron Carruthers) 

 



 
Bonnet House, satellite view, 2256 El Contento Drive, Jan 2008  (Photograph by Google Earth) 

 

 
Bonnet House, 2256 El Contento Drive, circa 1942 (Unknown Photographer) 

 



 
Bonnet House, North facade, 2256 El Contento Drive, circa 1942 (Unknown Photographer) 

 

 
Bonnet House after siding was painted, 2256 El Contento Drive, undated photo (Unknown Photographer) 

 



 
Bonnet House after siding was painted, 2256 El Contento Drive, Undated Photo (Unknown Photographer) 

 

 
Bonnet House, 2256 El Contento Drive, 2018 (MLS Photograph) 

 



 
Bonnet House, 2256 El Contento Drive, 2018 (MLS Photograph) 

 

 
Bonnet House, Southwest corner, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Bonnet House, roofs coming together, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, chimney 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Bonnet House, exterior siding, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, underside of main eave, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Bonnet House, main eave, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, South facade, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Bonnett House, front porch/patio, 2256 El Contento Drive, 2018 (Cameron Carrothers photo) 

 

 
Bonnett House, front door, 2256 El Contento Drive, 2018 (Cameron Carrothers photo) 

 



 
Bonnett House, living room, 2256 El Contento Drive, 2018 (Cameron Carrothers photo) 

 

 
Bonnett House, front door, 2256 El Contento Drive, 2018 (Cameron Carrothers photo) 

 



 
Bonnet House, living room fireplace, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, dining room, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Bonnet House, original kitchen, 2256 El Contento Drive, circa 1942 (Unknown Photographer) 

 



 
Bonnet House, current kitchen, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, master bedroom, 2256 El Contento Drive, circa 1942 (Unknown Photographer) 



 

 
Bonnet House, master bedroom, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Bonnet House, bedroom fireplace, 2256 El Contento Drive, December 4, 2018 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
1/24/2020

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 151-5A189  59

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 7,426.1 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 593 - GRID F3

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5585026002

 Tract TR 12424

 Map Reference M B 234-50

 Block None

 Lot 2
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 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No
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      Year Built 1941
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 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES
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 Fire District No. 1 No
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 Methane Hazard Site None
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 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  
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      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained
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 Economic Development Areas
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 Ellis Act Property No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Hollywood
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      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2016-1450-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: ENV-2016-1451-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-129279

ORD-128730

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 01/24/2020
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 2256 N EL CONTENTO DR Tract: TR 12424 Zoning: R1-1

APN: 5585026002 Block: None General Plan: Low II Residential

PIN #: 151-5A189  59 Lot: 2  

 Arb: None  
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