
The Department of City Planning is charged with the responsibility of preparing, 

maintaining, and implementing a General Plan for the development of the City of Los Angeles. 

The State of California requires that the General Plan include seven mandatory topics, called 

elements: Land Use, Open Space, Conservation, Circulation, Housing, Noise, and Safety. 

However, each city has the autonomy to rename, combine, break up, or even create new 

elements. This allows each city to customize and contextualize the General Plan to better 

address local needs and conditions.

OurLA2040
Our City. Our Future. Our Plan.

NuestroLA2040
Nuestra Ciudad. Nuestro Futuro. Nuestro Plan.

D E PA R T M E N T  O F  C I T Y  P L A N N I N G ,  C I T Y W I D E  P O L I C Y  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N

#ourla2040
ourla2040@lacity.org
Website: ourla2040.org

In Los Angeles, the seven state required elements have been gradually modified to better fit 

the needs of the community. While the policies contained in current citywide General Plan 

elements are still largely relevant, they will be reviewed and repackaged into six new elements. 

Health, Housing, and Mobility will not be revised as part of OurLA2040.
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City of Los Angeles General Plan by 2020

Community Plans

A General Plan is a comprehensive 
declaration of goals, objectives,  
policies, and programs that guide 
and establish the future form and 
development of the City. A General Plan 
typically plans for a future period of 
approximately 20-30 years and should 
be updated periodically. The City’s 
General Plan by 2020 will include 9 
citywide elements, six of which are the 
focus of the OurLA2040 planning effort.

While the citywide elements frame an 
overarching vision that establishes 
citywide policies across a variety of 
topics, Community Plans establish 
complementary local policies unique 
to each community. The City of Los 
Angeles is geographically divided into 
35 Community Plans and two Special 
Purpose Districts, Port of Los Angeles 
and Los Angeles World Airports, which 
together depict a range of allowable 
land uses and zoning for each parcel 
in the city.

Citywide elements and community plans are organized together to comprise the General Plan.
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