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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

2-23-2021



 
 

 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Women’s Center 
Main east elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 



7A. Proposed Monument Description 

Summary Paragraph 

Located at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard, The Women’s Center is located in the Wilshire 
Mid-Town area of Los Angeles, California, situated between West Olympic Boulevard and 
Country Club Drive. The structure is a single story, residential duplex currently used for 
commercial purposes. It was constructed in 1920. The structure is irregular in shape and faces 
east. It sits at the middle-right of a flat, rectangular lot in the N.C. Kelley’s Mountview Tract. 
The driveway and lot surrounding the structure is of asphalt and concrete; there are five 
delineated parking spaces directly in the front of the structure, a small parking lot next to the 
structure and a small area behind the structure containing a small shed. The structure was moved 
to this location in 1927. 

Narrative Description 

The structure was moved several blocks from the Wilshire Park neighborhood (permit dated 
March 28, 1927) to what is now a commercial segment of Crenshaw Boulevard that is 
immediately surrounded by four residential HPOZ’s- Oxford Square to the west, Country Club 
Park to the east, Windsor Village to the north-west and Wilshire Park to the north-east. 

The subject property has an irregularly shaped floorplan, is of wood-frame construction and 
wood siding which was covered in textured stucco in 1951 with a high foundation. The property 
is in the Vernacular Bungalow style and has a normal-pitched, hip on gable roof with composite 
shingles and a slight eave overhang on all elevations. The subject property is 1,771 square feet, 
measuring 38 feet wide by 51 feet deep with a 17 feet wide by 20 feet deep addition added to the 
rear of the southern half of the bungalow. Fenestration includes multiple aluminum fixed and 
sliding windows. A wood-frame shed is located at the rear of the parcel, and a large billboard 
was added to the property in 1999 at the northern end of the primary façade. 

East, Primary, Façade 

The primary façade has two concrete entry porches with stairs oriented toward each other and 
accessed at the center of the building. The current porches are from 1951.  According a sketch of 
the building in Constructive Feminism1 it appears the building at its current location originally 
had two concrete front porches in the same locations. The porches lead to two front entrance 
doors, both of wood and the northern-most door also has a steel security door. Four single-pane 
aluminum windows on the façade form a pattern that reflects the original side-by-side bungalow 
of window, door, window, window, door window.  The windows and doors have been replaced; 
the placement and frames appear to be original.  The windows are covered with security bars. 
There is a fixed awning and a long, light box, marque-style, commercial sign added in 1994 to 
just at and above the roof line  
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South elevation 

The south elevation contains several windows covered with security bars. The placement and 
size of the two small, eastern-most windows appear to be original with the windows replaced. 
The large, fixed window is an alteration. The two western-most windows of the original 
structure’s placement and size appear to be original with the windows replaced.  The addition has 
a shed roof with minimal eave overhang and two windows, single pane windows that appear to 
be original to the addition. 

West, rear, elevation  

The west elevation has a side-by-side, gable-on-hip roof. The south-most half of the rear 
elevation contains the rectangular, shed-roofed addition with a small window facing west and a 
door with security door facing north.  A concrete ramp runs up the north side of the addition to 
another door. It is covered by a metal and wood awning attached to the addition and supported 
by metal poles.  The north-most half of the rear elevation contains two windows and another 
opening with unknown originality. 

North elevation 

There are no window openings on this elevation. There are outlines of the original window 
openings but the openings have been filled. 

Interior 

The subject property was constructed as a residential duplex. The original interior was evenly 
split with both sides having identical layouts of living room followed by dining area, kitchen, 
bedroom and bathroom.  

The interior currently has been remodeled/altered to serve as a single tenant commercial business 
space. 

Shed 

A small, modern shed sits at the north-most, rear of the lot. It has a slightly sloped, shed roof and 
is clad with vertical, siding panels with a small single paned window and door on its east 
elevation. 

California Historical Resource Status Codes 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard was surveyed by the City of 
Los Angeles in 2015 as part of SurveyLA and was given the California Historical Resource 
Status Codes of 3CS and 5S3.  Both status codes indicate the subject property appears to be 
individually eligible for local listing.  

Surveys 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard has been mentioned in two 
Ethnic Cultural Contexts- Women’s Right’s in Los Angeles, 1850-1980 and the LGBT Historic 
Context Statement. 



7B. Written Statement – Statement of Significance 

Summary Paragraph 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center located at 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard is associated with 
the Women’s Rights Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criterion 1. 
According to SurveyLA’s Women’s Rights in Los Angeles Context Statement, the property is 
eligible under Criteria A for being the first women’s center in Los Angeles. It functioned as a 
“safe space” for nurturing the autonomy of women and organizing for the second wave of 
feminism and the Women’s Liberation Movement. Founded by Joan Robbins, The Crenshaw 
Women’s Center became the heart of the feminist movement and provided the foundation and 
framework for other women’s centers. At its core, the Crenshaw Women’s Center provided 
psychological, job, abortion, and rape counseling; consciousness raising “rap” sessions; women’s 
liberation classes; a volunteer switchboard; and small bookstore. It also provided the brick-and-
mortar base for the first women’s health clinic (Women’s Self-Help One), and the Anti-Rape 
Squad.2 According to SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement, the Crenshaw Women’s 
Center had a suicide hotline for lesbians and was the meeting place for the Gay Women’s 
Liberation group, which was founded by lesbians from the Gay Liberation Front.3 The Crenshaw 
Women’s Center was also identified as significant in the Wilshire Community Plan Area report 
as a pioneering venue for lesbian education and empowerment and a rare example of institutional 
development associated with the LGBT community in the Wilshire area.4 The period of 
significance is from 1970 to 1972. 

Criterion 1: Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or 
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city, or community 

Second Wave Feminism 

Feminists in the 1960s, like women’s suffrage activists before them, revived the battle for legal 
equality and expanded it to include sexuality, gender power dynamics, financial independence, 
reproductive rights, and violence against women.5 

Betty Friedan’s book, The Feminine Mystique, articulated the underlying discontents among 
many American women – in particular, white middle-class women. Friedan suggested that 
women needed a purpose in life in addition to their roles as wives and mothers. The book 
appeared at a moment when the country was poised on the verge of profound social 
transformation – in race relations as well as in changing gender roles. The social movement that 
emerged after the publication of her book in 1963 became known as “second wave” feminism, 
which roughly spanned 1960-1980.6 In addition to Friedan’s book, a confluence of events, 

2 Historic Resources Group, “SurveyLA: Women’s Rights in Los Angeles,” 124. 
3 GPA, “SurveyLA: LGBT Context Statement,” 71. 
4 Architectural Resources Group, “SurveyLA: Wilshire Community Plan Area: Individual Resources,” 60. 
5 Historic Resources Group, 59. 
6 Levine, Susan, "The Feminine Mystique at Fifty," 41-2. 



including the 1960 FDA approval of birth control, the steadying rise of women in the labor force, 
President Kennedy’s Commission on the Status of Women which pointed to the significant 
inequality between men and women, and the passage of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
marked not only the beginning of second wave feminism but also the foundation for the next 
phase of the movement.7  

The Crenshaw Women’s Center (often called the Woman’s Liberation Center) influence came at 
a time when the Women’s Rights Movement had divided into two directions – the first was an 
outgrowth of the women’s networks of World War II and labor unions of the early 1960s, the 
second was a more radical network of women who were involved in the Civil Rights Movement 
and the New Left.8 (The New Left was a new a type of Democrat soon to be elected to office 
who campaigned for civil and political rights, LGBT rights, women’s rights, union rights, 
affordable housing, and privacy rights. In California, and Los Angeles in particular, names like 
Ed Edelman, Tom Bradley, and Jerry Brown were synonymous with the New Left.)9  

The radical direction of the Women’s Rights Movement was more interested in controversial 
issues like reproductive rights, health and wellness, and lesbian oppression, which was seen as 
disruptive and potentially alienating to a broader public support.10 Together though, the two 
directions of the movement carried and delivered enormous change for women and left a 
platform for which modern women and girls continue to stand on to further their rights.  

 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center 

The idea of the center came from meeting with fellow feminists in the fall of 1969 about the 
future of the movement. Feminist, anarchist, and member of the New Left, Joan Robins, looked 
to a woman’s center in New York City, which provided crisis counseling, abortion referrals, 
shelter, and consciousness raising (C-R) groups. Robins saw that the movement needed a brick-
and-mortar space to provide “an umbrella” for existing and future feminist groups. Robins 
believed that a centralized center would facilitate communication among the groups. Her vision 
was structured but nonhierarchical, wherein each of the groups and community members would 
have an equal voice in the running of the center.  

The Crenshaw Women’s Center would be “visible evidence that ‘something is being done,’” 
bringing more legitimacy to the feminist movement, and be a symbol for women in Los Angeles 
that feminist goals and woman autonomy could be achieved under this single roof.11 According 
to Daphne Spain in her Constructive Feminism, Robbins and this founding group all believed 
that there was –  

a great need for a visible, concrete place for women to go to, a place for women could 
meet and talk – even late at night, a place where books and literature on women would be 
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available to borrow and read, a place where sound, professional advice and counseling on 
all women’s problems could be provided, a place for central communication – a kind of 
‘nerve center’ – to serve and inform all persons in the Los Angeles area who are involved 
in a woman’s struggle to become full, human, and free.12 

Other names associated with the early founding of the Crenshaw were Ann Forfreedom (née 
Herschfang) who had established a women’s liberation group that met at UCLA’s Powell 
Library in 1968; and Dorothy Bricker and Marianne Yatrovsky who had established (with 
Robins) one of the first consciousness raising groups in Los Angeles. 

It was agreed that beginning funding was needed, that the building must be easily accessible by 
public transportation and be a large enough space to hold a main office, meeting rooms, and a 
library. A colleague of Robins secured funding from UCLA, and in Robins’ words “a duplex 
behind an ice machine on South Crenshaw Boulevard fit the bill.”13  

The Crenshaw Women’s Center was a duplex, comprised of approximately 1200 square feet in 
the Wilshire neighborhood just north of the Oxford Square HPOZ and west of Koreatown. Sue 
Rodman, who had secured funding from UCLA lived on one side of the duplex with her 
children; staff fenced in part of the parking area in the back for a children’s playground. The 
parking in front of the duplex was ample parking. Visible from the street was a small, painted 
sign that announced the “Crenshaw Women’s Center.”14  

The duplex provided a space that was familiar to most women – a home. Its layout was in the 
shotgun fashion – the living room at the front, which directly led to the dining room, kitchen, and 
bathroom, with the bedroom in the back. Soon, two rooms worth of hand-me-down furniture 
were moved into the Crenshaw Women’s Center – the living room (which became the main 
meeting room) was outfitted with couches and chairs; the kitchen got a small refrigerator and 
large coffee pot; and the back bedroom was dressed with area rugs, bean bag chairs, and an 
overflowing bookcase with pamphlets and books about women’s liberation.15  

An open house for the Crenshaw Women’s Center was announced in the Los Angeles Times on 
January 9, 1970; it drew about fifty women.16 The center immediately started providing lectures, 
abortion counseling, and consciousness-raising (C-R) “rap” group discussions in the subjects of 
legal, psychological, vocational, medical referral, and counseling services. The center also had a 
film series and a feminist theater group.  

Most programming during the weekdays was during the evening hours so women who had to 
tend to their children or jobs could attend; the weekends were more fluid. The neighborhood felt 
safe, “neither fancy nor run down,” making women feel comfortable to go to the center at all 
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hours. The door even remained unlocked as long as someone was there. Transportation and 
parking were ideal with its proximity to bus routes and ample parking.17 

Some of the groups meeting at the center were National Organization for Women (NOW), 
Women’s Liberation One, Socialist Women’s Organization Project, Sisters in Struggle, Union 
for Women’s International Liberation, Wom’s Lib UCLA, and Wom’s Lib Cal State L.A. In 
1971, however, the Southern California NOW chapter withdrew its support for the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center because it was seen as too leftist.18  

By August of 1970, more than 1,500 women were affiliated with the center through its 
programming, their feminist groups, or subscriptions to the center’s newsletter. The duplex 
which housed the Crenshaw Women’s Center became a “structure transformed into a symbol of 
women’s liberation through the actions of its founders, the materials they assembled, and the 
women who visited.”19   

In only three years, the Crenshaw Women’s Center created an enormous amount of energy and 
pivotal change in the Women’s Rights movement and second wave feminism in Los Angeles and 
the nation. By 1975, there were more than one hundred women’s centers across the nation; their 
presence was the ultimate political statement. 

 

The First Women’s Clinic – Women’s Self-Help One, Women’s Choice Clinic 

From the initial opening of the Crenshaw Women’s Center in January of 1970, abortion and 
contraception counseling were the most in demand.20 A statistic showed that by 1965, illegal 
abortions made up one-sixth of all pregnancy deaths in the United States. The illegality of 
abortion was felt especially hard by women of color California law prohibited abortion except in 
cases of rape, incest, or permanent disability of the woman. The opening of the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center was before the landmark Supreme Court trial of Roe v. Wade in 1973, which 
made abortion legal in all fifty states.21  

In 1971, Carol Downer and Lorraine Rothman founded a women’s clinic at the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center. The clinic was the first in the nation and consequently placed the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center at the beginning of the women’s self-help movement, making it a model for the 
national movement.22 The clinic was aptly named Women’s Self-Help One; it was located in the 
back bedroom of the Crenshaw Women’s Center. Some scholars call what Downer and Rothman 
started was the “women’s health movement,” which follows the same radical direction out of 
second wave feminism.23  

 
17 Spain, 57. 
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Downer explained the philosophy in the Woman’s Center publication Sister – “The goal of the 
Self-Help Clinic is to take women’s medicine back into our own hands. The strategy is to take 
back the power over our own bodies.”24 Downer and Rothman believed that control over 
reproductive rights with access to safe abortions and contraception was central to women gaining 
their freedom. 

After a National Organization of Women conference in August 1971 where Women’s Self-Help 
One demonstrated and discussed their practices, health centers like it sprang up all over the 
country.25 Historian Daphne Spain wrote that “feminist health clinics around the country used 
the Los Angeles ‘famous Self-Help Clinic #1’ as their model.”26 By 1975, there were 40 Self-
Help clinics nationwide.27 Women’s Self-Help One was constantly under police surveillance. 
Downer and staff member, Colleen Wilson, were arrested for practicing medicine without a 
license. News of the raid spread immediately through the feminist media. Downer “relished” the 
trial and used the publicity to spread a strong message of solidarity in the feminist community. In 
Downer’s closing statement during her trial, she said “this trial is a direct threat to our rights to 
know our own bodies. We not only expect to win, but we also want to give emphatic notice to all 
who would deny us this right that we will control our own bodies!” Downer was acquitted of the 
charges, while Wilson plead guilty.28  

Women’s Self-Help One grew from a single back room in the Crenshaw Women’s Center to the 
entire side of the duplex. The front room on the south side of the duplex was used on Tuesdays 
for the Women’s Abortion Referral Service (WARS). Staff members performed uterine checks 
and counseled women about the upcoming procedure, then accompanied them to San Vicente 
Hospital where doctors would perform the abortions.29 

When the Crenshaw Women’s Center closed in 1972, the clinic remained and was renamed the 
Feminist Women’s Health Center (FWHC), taking over both sides of the duplex. Soon the 
FWHC expanded into a two-story house at 746 South Crenshaw.30 FWHC’s were soon in 
Oakland, California; Orange County, California; Salt Lake City, Utah; Detroit, Michigan; 
Boston, Massachusetts; and Tallahassee, Florida. FWHCs were anti-professional; however, more 
specifically anti-physician. The women believed that medical control (perceived as largely male) 
could only be achieved outside the medical system, and with only women serving other women. 
They argued that women could describe and manage health, and examine their own bodies, 
seeking health.31 

Within two months of the 1973 Roe v. Wade U.S. Supreme Court decision, the FWHC opened 
Women’s Choice Clinic at its existing centers located at 1027 South Crenshaw and 748 South 
Crenshaw. There they created a homey atmosphere for women getting abortions – serene posters 
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on the wall, rugs on the floor, plants and comfortable chairs arranged in a way to facilitate 
discussion.32 Women’s Choice Clinic remained at 1027 South Crenshaw until at least 1974.33  

 

Gay Women’s Liberation, Lesbian Feminists 

Gay Women’s Liberation (later called Lesbian Feminists) was formed by gay liberation leader, 
Del Wahn. Wahn was one of the founding members of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) and later 
on the Board of Directors of the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC). Whan also founded 
the Gay Women’s Services Center, which in its year of being open had an enormous impact on 
social service ideas and solutions that would be implemented at the Gay Community Services 
Center. 

In 1971, Whan and other women GLF members ran an advertisement in the Los Angeles Free 
Press announcing the formation of a “Woman’s Caucus.” They were frustrated by the male-
dominance and male chauvinism in the GLF. The Woman’s Caucus met once a week and was 
comprised of a dozen women. When the Woman’s Caucus learned of gay women attending 
classes and rap groups at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, the two bonded over male chauvinism 
rampant in their lives. The two groups merged together to create the group, “Gay Women’s 
Liberation,” and began meeting at the Crenshaw Women’s Center. Gay Women’s Liberation was 
the first feminist lesbian group in Los Angeles.34 Founder and editor of the magazine Lesbian 
Tide, Jeanne Córdova visited the Crenshaw Women’s Center to meet other lesbians. She was not 
yet a feminist but her visits inspired her to join the women’s movement.35 

Although the 1970s saw an increase of tolerance toward lesbian and gay persons by mainstream 
society, this did not translate into acceptance. Lesbians and gays experienced a void of social 
services to address homelessness, suicides, and health risks associated to sexual activity. Among 
the earliest organizations to support medical and mental health needs for lesbians was the 
Woman’s Center on Crenshaw. The Woman’s Center being a part of the radical arm of second 
wave feminism, supported lesbians specifically in having a suicide hotline for lesbians, being a 
meeting place and springboard for the Lesbian Feminists, and most of all including lesbians in 
women’s health and well-being.36 

The act of feminists and lesbians working together for a common goal was extremely profound 
for the time. The Women’s Rights movement and second wave feminism largely dismissed 
lesbian rights from their platform for fear that it might discredit and distract their ability to 
achieve social and political change.37 An organization that was especially intolerant of lesbians 
was the National Organization for Women (N.O.W). GLF members and members of the Gay 
Women’s Liberation group, Brenda and Carolyn Weathers and Sharon Lily, were especially 
vocal in not associating with the organization. For lesbians to be accepted into the Women’s 

 
32 Spain, 123. 
33 Los Angeles Times, “Directory of Feminist Resources,” E6. 
34 Spain, 63-4; Historic Resources Group, 64. 
35 Spain, 65. 
36 GPA, 70-1. 
37 Historic Resources Group, 66. 



Rights movement via the Crenshaw Women’s Center was a watershed moment in history. The 
group changed their name to “Lesbian Feminists;” the name was a nod to an exchange between a 
N.O.W member and lesbians – the N.O.W member saw lesbians stage a kiss-in and remarked 
“Oh, you lesbian feminists!”38  

The Lesbian Feminists “invaded” a Los Angeles Chapter N.O.W. meeting and invited them to 
“confront their low level of consciousness.” After a rap session between N.O.W. L.A. Chapter, 
Lesbian Feminists, Daughters of Bilitis, and the Gay Women’s Service Center, a resolution was 
passed wherin the Los Angeles Chapter acknowledged the oppression of lesbians “as a legitimate 
concern of feminism.” The position paper that was later crafted by rap sessions was a 
“consciousness-raiser” in that it served as “a pointed reminder to anti-lesbian N.O.W members 
that they have fallen short of the goal of sisterhood.” Ultimately, the rap sessions and its 
participants overhauled the National N.O.W. policy. By the end of 1971, a lawyer on behalf of 
N.O.W. was representing a lesbian in a custody battle for her child in San Francisco, 
California.39 

The Lesbian Feminists stated their purpose in the Lesbian Tide as a women’s liberation group 
with an emphasis on lesbian oppression. Utilizing the women who went to the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center, the Lesbian Feminists initiated gay-straight dialogues to promote 
understanding in the women’s movement. Lesbian Feminists also spoke at colleges and other 
organizations to promote education between gay and straight communities.40 

Individual members were also active in assisting with various programs at the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center, including the Anti-Rape Squad, rap groups, weekly meetings, and running the 
Sisters Coffeehouse every Saturday night. From 8pm to 2am, the coffeehouse served beer, wine, 
soft drinks, dancing and talking. The coffeehouse was intended to be an alternative space to bars 
since alcohol and substance abuse was prevalent in the gay and lesbian community.  

 

Anti-Rape Squad 

Los Angeles, along with Washington, D.C. and Detroit, were on the forefront of the anti-rape 
movement. Its efforts began the change of public perception of looking at a rape victim as a 
victim of assault, rather than complicit in the act.41 

One of the most important issues for feminists during the 1970s was violence against women. 
Whether domestic, physical, mental, or rape, crimes of violence against women remained under 
wraps for decades as they were seen by law enforcement as family issues not prosecutable under 
the law. Violence against women was an example of an issue that surfaced during consciousness 
raising sessions offered at the Crenshaw Women’s Center (and future women’s centers) and 
other support groups. Women had nowhere to go to escape abuse; there were no battered-

 
38 Spain, 64. 
39 Lesbian Tide, “N.O.W. Votes Yes on Lesbians,” 6-7.  
40 Lesbian Tide, “Lesbian Feminists,” 11. 
41 Spain, 63. 



women’s shelters available in Los Angeles County until 1978, and only thirty beds were reported 
as available.42 

The Anti-Rape Squad was formed after a friend of Joan Robins had been raped while 
hitchhiking; she and others formed the squad in an attempt to prevent violent crimes against 
women and change social attitudes which were believed to foster and protect the rapist. The 
squad came up with practical actions; their first action was to print bumper stickers, reading 
“Sisters give rides to sisters” to encourage women to pick up female hitchhikers.43 The squad 
also aired public service announcements on the radio to increase awareness of the political 
implications of rape and to encourage women who had been raped to call or visit the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center. 

It was believed that rape was a consequence of society’s belief in the “sacred” nature of 
masculinity. It was generally thought that women were at fault for being raped because they 
brought it on by being attractive or acting promiscuous.44 It was through these beginning Anti-
Rape Squads that women could take their power back and work to change the system of abuse. 

An extraordinary and dramatic act of the Anti-Rape Squad was to get a physical description and 
if they actually got the rapist’s identity, the squad would spray-paint his name and the words 
“THIS MAN ASSAULTS WOMEN” on the Venice Beach Pier. The squad would also get a 
physical description of the man and make/model of their car and post these details at the 
Westside Women’s Center and telephone poles along the Venice beachfront. These guerilla 
tactics were necessary in a time when police and most citizens did not take the act of rape 
seriously.45  

The Anti-Rape Squad out of the Crenshaw Women’s Center worked with the Westside Women’s 
Center at 218 East Venice Boulevard, which opened in 1972.46 Members from the squad would 
accompany a woman to the police station if she wished to report a rape; the squad also provided 
an attorney to come along if it was possible. Squad members researched laws on rape in order to 
help women better understand their rights.47 

The Anti-Rape Squad moved to the Westside Women’s Center in Venice when the Crenshaw 
Women’s Center closed. Anti-Rape Squads spread across the country in the early 1970s and 
became an influential and educational tactic for educating women on rape statistics, providing 
counseling, legal help, a rape hotline, and offering self-defense classes.48 When the Anti-Rape 
Squad moved to Venice, it morphed into the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against 
Women. The commission ran Los Angeles’ first rape crisis hotline; Robins became their Director 
of Education and spokeswoman on the topic.49 
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Women’s Liberation School: Lectures and Lecture Series 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center offered lectures, lecture series’ and classes through the 
Women’s Liberation School “to help women function autonomously and understand the nature 
of their oppression” and achieve true liberation.50 The school and its lectures educated women 
about feminism and trained them in practical skills to become self-sufficient.51 The topics ranged 
from feminist history, topical financial and law issues, and hands-on experience in carpentry and 
automobile repair. Teachers included Ann ForFreedom, Hannah Lerman, Judy Freespirit, Joan 
Hoffman, Avril Adams, and Regina Barton. Women could make a small donation to the center or 
volunteer their time to attend the lectures. The school was modeled later by other women centers, 
including the Westside Women’s Center. 

Women and the Law lecture series was especially important because it was the catalyst for 
founding the Women’s Center Legal Program at the Crenshaw Women’s Center. Names of the 
lectures, included “Sexual Role Playing and the Law,” “Family Law,” “Welfare Law,” 
“California Divorce Law”, and “Government Programs and Their Impact on Women.”52 This 
series was taught by working women lawyers. District Counsel for the federal Equal 
Employment Opportunities Commission and attorney Barbara Schlei recruited many women 
from the center to research for litigation against job discrimination based on sex.53 Other lectures 
included, “Conspiracy Against Her Story in History and Literature,” The Meaning of Female,” 
“We Got the Vote, Now How Do We Get the Power?”54 

Saturday afternoons were reserved for Harriet Whitehead and Cheri Maynard’s “Volkswagen 
clinic.” The two women started the clinic in February of 1971 in an effort make women more 
self-sufficient in the area of car maintenance. The women who attended the classes spoke of 
being “exhilarated” and “powerful” in learning the mechanics of how a car works, an area that 
women generally felt powerless over.55 

 

Rap Sessions/Rap Group, Consciousness Raising (C-R) 

The radical direction of second wave feminism adopted the “rap session” or “rap group.” The 
Crenshaw Women’s Center conducted countless rap sessions and it became an integral part of 
every future women’s center. The rap session was an important and pivotal educational 
technique – a group of women would share their personal stories of oppression. Up to this point, 
women were largely deprived of intimate interaction with other women and were kept isolated in 
their individual homes, relating more and tending to the needs of men rather than women. The 
act of sharing and comparing common concerns was the act of “consciousness raising” and it 
was continually acted upon when women sought out another rap session to explore again. It 
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engendered a feeling of solidarity, imperative for a social movement, and most importantly 
sisterhood. 

The act of it was simple – a group of five to twelve women came together to talk about personal 
problems, experiences, feelings and concerns. This “rap group” would meet once a week for 
about three hours, new members would be discouraged from joined due to the eventual bond that 
would happen in the rap group.56 From listening to other women’s stories, women learned to see 
how social structures and attitudes have molded them from birth and limited their 
opportunities.57 The collected experiences became the basis of what the major issues were for 
women as an oppressed group. As a result, the importance of gendered spaces increased as safe 
spaces where women could discuss, explore, learn together, also known as “consciousness 
raising.”58 

Consciousness raising (C-R) was the cornerstone for political work in the Crenshaw Women’s 
Center. C-R groups were designed to turn the “personal into political.” It was stressed that C-R 
groups were not therapy but instead a “free space to talk about yourself as a woman.” In a lot of 
cases, this was the first time a woman expressed their dissatisfaction and anger, ultimately 
discovering the nature of their oppression.59 

 

Sister newsletter 

Communication and print media were essential to the growth of second wave feminism. 
Feminists replaced the suffrage movement flyers and handbills with newsletters, magazines, and 
resource directories. Much of the local feminist print media was simply-designed, grassroots 
materials produced in the homes of individual editors or at women’s centers. One of the earliest 
feminist newspapers in Los Angeles was Everywoman; it was considered so “radical” that many 
requested it be wrapped in brown paper when mailing. Ann Forfreedom (one of the founders of 
the Crenshaw Women’s Center) was the only paid staff member.60 

The Crenshaw Women’s Center started their newsletter in 1970. Like feminist print media at the 
time, its content was grass roots and also provided a detailed calendar section of events and 
meetings at the center. By 1972, the newsletter had 2700 subscribers; it was the largest 
circulation and had the largest national readership of any feminist publication. A year later, it 
became the Sister newspaper.61  

It should be noted here that the Crenshaw Women’s Center was also the “birthplace” of the 
Sisterhood Bookstore. Feminist bookstores often found their start at the libraries in women’s 
centers. The founders of the Sisterhood frequented the Crenshaw Women’s Center’s library 
located in the back bedroom of the duplex. They were amazed at the constant accumulation of 

 
56 Spain, 52. 
57 Freeman, Jo, “The Women’s Liberation Movement: Its Origins, Structures and Ideas.” Accessed January 17, 2021. 
https://www.jofreeman.com/feminism/liberationmov.html. 
58 Historic Resources Group, 63. 
59 Spain, 52. 
60 Historic Resources Group, 79. 
61 Historic Resources Group, 79. 

https://www.jofreeman.com/feminism/liberationmov.html


books, magazines, and ephemera. When the Crenshaw Women’s Center closed in 1972, Simone 
Gold, Grahan Kelley, and Adele Wallace filled the void of not having access to that library by 
opening Sisterhood Bookstore on 1915 Westwood Boulevard.62 
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Additional Contemporary Photos 

 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – CrenshawWomen’s Center 
Main east elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
South elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 
 

 
 
1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
North elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
West elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Main east elevation, south elevation, and surrounding parking 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of fenestration on main east elevation and south elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of fenestration on main east elevation 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of main east elevation of 1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of main east elevation of 1025 South Crenshaw Boulevard 
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 
 

 

1025-1027 South Crenshaw Boulevard – Crenshaw Women’s Center 
Detail of porch on main east elevation  
Photograph taken: February 18, 2021 



Historical Photos 

 

 

 
Drawing of the Crenshaw Women’s Center, n.d. 
Source: Book – Constructive Feminism: Women’s Spaces and Women’s Rights in the American City by 
Daphne Spain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Volkswagen Clinic at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: Los Angeles Times 



 

Crenshaw Women’s Center ephemera, 1971 
Source: Los Angeles Times 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Women at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: University of Southern California Libraries, ONE National Gay and Lesbian Archives 
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/p15799coll4/id/5961 
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Women at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: University of Southern California Libraries, ONE National Gay and Lesbian Archives 
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/p15799coll4/id/5958 
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Women at the Crenshaw Women’s Center, 1971 
Source: Los Angeles Times 
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