
New Zoning Code
Background
The City is undertaking an effort to re-organize and re-write its zoning code. This effort,
previously referred to as “re:code LA,” has established a new framework for the
development of zoning tools in Los Angeles, and has culminated in a Proposed Draft of
the new Zoning Code, for the Downtown Community Plan area. After the new Zoning
Code is established Downtown, it will be adapted with additional zoning tools to meet
the needs and opportunities of communities throughout Los Angeles, through the
ongoing Community Plan update process.

Project Update
The Los Angeles City Council (City Council) at its meeting on May 3, 2023, voted
unanimously to approve the Downtown Community Plan and the New Zoning Code with
several amendments. Additionally, Council Districts 1-Hernandez, 9-Price, and 14-de
Leon requested subsequent reports on a number of Plan topics including neighborhood
level zoning and community benefits. Per direction by the City Council the requested
reports were transmitted to the City Clerk (CF 22-0617- S1 through S6) in May and
September, 2023.

Following City Council approval of the Plan and new Zoning Code, the implementing
ordinances (including the new Zoning Code) will be reviewed and finalized by the City
Attorney, to ensure clarity of regulations and consistency with state law. After this Form
and Legality process is complete, the Plan and new Zoning Code will be brought into
effect by the City Council.
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http://planning4la.org/dtla2040
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054E_her_HD_5-3-23.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054C_price_her_5-3-23.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054A_kdl_lee_5-3-23.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054A_kdl_lee_5-3-23.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=22-0617


Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Zoning Code?

The Zoning Code is a part of the City’s Municipal Code (laws) that regulates the uses
that are allowed on land throughout the City, as well as the size, shape, location, and
configuration of land uses and buildings on a given property. As the primary method for
regulating development, the Zoning Code is a key implementation tool for the
Community Plans - the City's General Plan Land Use Element, and the guiding vision
for land use and development. The Zoning Code’s regulations are intended to ensure
that the built environment reflects the Community Plan’s stated vision, guiding
principles, and land use policies.

For example, if a Community Plan includes a goal to encourage wildlife habitat near the
Los Angeles River, the Zoning Code can implement this goal through zoning tools that
require open space and specific methods of landscaping.

Why is the Zoning Code being updated?

The City’s Zoning Code was first adopted in 1946, and has been amended and added
to significantly since that time, but without a comprehensive approach to organization or
readability. The present day Zoning Code is difficult for many in Los Angeles to navigate
and understand, and offers few tools to meet the many goals of the City’s General Plan
and Community Plans. The update to the Zoning Code is intended to provide greater
clarity to users, and to offer a more sophisticated set of tools to implement the City’s
goals.

When is the new Zoning Code going to be adopted?

The new Zoning Code will be adopted incrementally, with the update of each
Community Plan or through other community planning efforts.The Downtown
Community Plan is the first Community Plan to apply the new Zoning Code. Efforts to
develop new tools and expand the applicability of the new Zoning Code are underway in
13 additional Community Plan areas. To learn more about other Community Plan
updates visit https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-updates

LOS ANGELES CITY PLANNING | 2



One major component of the new Zoning Code is the Administration Article, commonly
referred to as the Processes and Procedures Ordinance, which outlines how our
Department reviews and acts upon various requests and applications. This Article was
adopted on December 6, 2022, and will become operative on January 22, 2024. To
make zoning regulations more user-friendly, transparent, and predictable, the Process
and Procedures Ordinance systematically reorganizes the administrative provisions of
both the current Zoning Code, as well as the new Zoning Code.

When will my community use the New Zoning Code?

The new Zoning Code provides a zoning system with the ability to be adapted to offer a
more responsive set of zoning tools that help implement the visions of the many
neighborhoods that make up the City of Los Angeles. The new zoning tools will be used
as part of updating the City's 35 Community Plans.

The new Zoning Code has been initially crafted around the goals of the Downtown
Community Plan area, and will be amended with additional zoning tools to meet the
needs and opportunities of communities throughout Los Angeles, through the ongoing
Community Plan update process. On April 20, 2023 the City Planning Commission
considered and recommended for approval the Proposed Boyle Heights Community
Plan, including new zoning tools drafted for the Plan Area. On September 1, 2023, the
proposed zoning for the Harbor LA Community Plans was released for public review.

Additional Community Plan update efforts that will adapt and use the new Zoning Code
are underway in the following 11 communities.

⎼ Canoga Park-Woodland Hills-Winnetka-West Hills
⎼ Encino-Tarzana
⎼ Reseda-West Van Nuys
⎼ Van Nuys-North Sherman Oaks
⎼ North Hollywood-Valley Village
⎼ Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass
⎼ West Los Angeles
⎼ Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey
⎼ Westchester-Playa del Rey
⎼ Venice
⎼ San Pedro
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https://planning.lacity.org/project-review/processes-procedures
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/boyle-heights-community-plan-update#about
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/boyle-heights-community-plan-update#about
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/harbor-la-community-plans-update#draft-plans
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/southwest-valley-community-plans-update
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/southwest-valley-community-plans-update
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/southwest-valley-community-plans-update
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/southeast-valley-community-plan-update
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/southeast-valley-community-plan-update
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/southeast-valley-community-plan-update
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/planning-westside
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-area/san-pedro


In addition, other localized efforts are underway to use tools offered by the proposed
new zoning system. These include:

⎼ The Orange Line Transit Neighborhood Plan
⎼ The Ventura/Cahuenga Boulevard Corridor Specific Plan Amendment

What is the structure of the new Zoning system?

The new Zoning Code is organized across 15 Articles that establish a new zoning
system that allows for more responsive solutions to the wide variety of visions
throughout the City. The new zones are modular and allow use and form to be
regulated distinctly, capabilities that will help implement each community’s vision and
goals.

The fundamental components of the draft new Zoning Code are found in Articles 2
through 6:

⎼ 2: Form - Regulates the massing aspects of a building, such as floor area, height,
how much of a lot can be covered, and where buildings can be located.

⎼ 3: Frontage - Regulates a building's relationship to the street and public realm,
addressing things like transparency (doors and windows), articulation, and
access.

⎼ 4: Development Standards - Establishes regulations for landscaping, access,
parking, and signs, among others.

⎼ 5: Use - Regulates what specific uses are allowed on a property
⎼ 6: Density - Regulates how many residential dwelling units are allowed on a

property

Which parts of the new Zoning Code have been released ?

In October 2019, City Planning released the initial components of the draft new Zoning
Code for the Downtown Community Plan, including the Form, Frontage, Development
Standards, Use, and Density, as well as an initially proposed draft Zoning Map. City
Planning staff held a series of open houses in November of 2019, as well as numerous
“office hours” and other small-group engagements through May 2020 to receive initial
feedback.

In August 2020, City Planning released the remaining portions of the proposed new
zoning system as part of the Preliminary Draft Zoning Code. These articles address the
more technical functions of the zoning code, such as the rules of measurement,
applicability, and relief; procedures for the establishment of subdivisions; etc. City
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https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/oltnp
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/ventura-specific-plan


Planning also released the Draft Environmental Impact Report. The public comment
period was open from August 6, 2020 through December 4, 2020.

In November 2020, City Planning released the Public Hearing Drafts of the Downtown
Community Plan and the New Zoning Code. In December, 2020, City Planning held two
virtual open houses and the Public Hearing for the City Planning Commission.

In June 2021, City Planning released the City Planning Commission Drafts of the
Downtown Community Plan and New Zoning Code. This release included the Staff
Recommendation Report, Technical Modification/Corrections, as well as comment
letters from the public and elected officials. On September 23, 2021 the City Planning
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Downtown Plan and new
Zoning Code. Audio recordings of the CPC meetings that took place on June 17, 2021
and September 23, 2021 include City Planning’s staff presentations, CPC deliberations,
and public comments can be found here. The City Planning Commission recommended
a number of modifications to the Downtown Plan and New Zoning Code.

In April 2023, the Planning and Land Use Committee voted unanimously to approve the
Plan and new Zoning Code, and recommended a few modifications. Subsequently, the
full City Council, at its meeting on May 3rd, 2023 voted to approve the Plan with an
amendment. The City Council also recommended a number of follow up items including
studies and reports that were requested in the motions from Council Districts
1-Hernandez, 9-Price, and 14-de Leon. The reports in response to these motions were
transmitted to the City Clerk (CF 22-0617-S1 through S6) in May and September, 2023.

What are the next steps?

The City Council will consider the above reports and may recommend amendments to
the Downtown Plan and the new Zoning Code. The amended Plan and new Zoning Code,
along with additional implementing ordinances, will be reviewed and finalized by the City
Attorney, to ensure clarity of regulations and consistency with state law. After this Form
and Legality process is complete, the Plan and new Zoning Code will be brought into
effect by the City Council.

How can I get more information?

View the latest draft of the new Zoning Code at:
https://planning.lacity.org/zoning/new-code
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https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/downtown-los-angeles-community-plan-update#about
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/66c72b56-d88e-42c4-9af0-006544189ebd/CPC-Recommended_Modifications.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/a155a3da-8cf9-47b9-9ace-06b642961e75/PLUM_Amendments_ENG.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/14184a39-63de-4338-87ce-2487d2a45ab8/City_Council_Actions_ENGLISH.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054E_her_HD_5-3-23.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054C_price_her_5-3-23.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0617_misc_amd%2054A_kdl_lee_5-3-23.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/downtown-los-angeles-community-plan-update#about
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=22-0617
https://planning.lacity.org/zoning/new-code


To learn more about and get involved with Community Plan updates visit
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-updates

For more background on the Downtown Community Plan update, see the Community
Plan Fact Sheet & FAQ document.

MORE INFORMATION
For additional information please contact downtownplan@lacity.org
Media inquiries should be directed to planning.media@lacity.org or (213) 978-1248.
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https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-updates
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/downtown-los-angeles-community-plan-update#draft-plan
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/downtown-los-angeles-community-plan-update#draft-plan

