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REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: April 17, 2020 (Continued 

from March 5, 2020) 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-899-HCM 
                    ENV-2019-900-CE   
 
Location: 435-455 South Boyle Avenue 
Council District: 14 – Huizar 
Community Plan Area: Boyle Heights 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Boyle Heights 
Legal Description: 35 Acre Lots of the Los Angeles 

City Lands “Hancock Survey” 
Tract, Block 59, Lots PT 2-PT 3; 
Pecan Terrace Tract, Lot 9 
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SUMMARY 
 
The International Institute of Los Angeles is a one- and two-story institutional building located on 
South Boyle Avenue between 4th Street and Whittier Boulevard in the Boyle Heights neighborhood 
of Los Angeles. Built in 1931, the building was designed by architects Walter I. Webber and 
Sumner Spaulding in the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style for the Young Women’s 
Christian Association (YWCA) to house the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA). The IILA, 
an organization dedicated to providing resources and services to immigrants, has continuously 
operated at the subject property since its construction.  
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with painted brick cladding 
and clay tile rooves. The primary, east-facing elevation consists of a hipped-roof two-story volume 
with one-story gabled wings at the north and south that form a forecourt. The southern wing 
features two segmental arches with garage doors. The two-story volume has 16 windows 
spanning the width of the second floor, and on the first floor, there is a segmental arch 
passageway leading to a central courtyard. A painted brick wall runs along the property line on 
Boyle Avenue that has a wrought iron gate in the center, serving as the main pedestrian entrance 
to the property. The north- and south-facing elevations are mostly utilitarian. At the rear, west-
facing elevation, there is a one-story, c-shaped volume with an attached one-story auditorium 
building that encloses the central courtyard. The north and south courtyard elevations are 
asymmetrical and feature shed rooves covered with red barrel tile. The auditorium building is 
irregular in plan, has stucco cladding and a combination of flat and vaulted rooves. Fenestration 
across the property consists primarily of multi-lite wood casement windows, multi-lite French 
doors with transoms, sliding glass doors, metal multi-lite windows, and jalousie windows. There 
is a surface parking lot at the rear of the property. 
 
The IILA was one of more than fifty immigrant-serving agencies to open nationwide under the 
auspices of the YWCA in the early twentieth century. Social welfare advocate Edith Terry Bremer 
founded the first International Institute in Greenwich Village in 1910 and subsequently oversaw 
the formation of branches in industrializing cities across the country. While a common philosophy 
knitted the International Institutes together, regional issues of race, citizenship, and culture 
inflected the work of individual branches. Although most Institutes, which initially were established 
to offer services and assistance to first- and second-generation immigrant women, were located 
in the Northeast and Midwest, two opened in California: Los Angeles in 1914 and San Francisco 
in 1918 (not extant). In 1915, the IILA moved its headquarters to Boyle Heights, and in 1935, three 
years after the opening of its offices at the subject property, it broke away from the YWCA. Over 
the years, the IILA has assisted tens of thousands of immigrants from countries all over the world. 
Following World War II, it provided relocation and employment assistance to Japanese-Americans 
returning from internment camps. In addition, the IILA has worked to combat anti-immigrant 
sentiment and policies, lobbying against immigration restrictions and mass deportations while 
organizing events to highlight immigrants’ cultures and advance a vision of a multiculturalism.  
 
Architects Walter I. Webber (1864-1943) and Sumner Spaulding (1892-1952) established a 
partnership in 1921. Together and in collaboration with William Field Staunton, Jr., they designed 
a number of high-profile residential and institutional projects in Southern California, most notably 
Harold Lloyd’s Greenacres estate (1927, HCM #279) and the Catalina Casino (1928) in Avalon. 
Webber retired in the early 1930s, dying in 1943; Spaulding continued to practice until his death 
in 1952, contributing to the design of the Los Angeles Civic Center (1937-1943), the Los Angeles 
Municipal Airport (1940-1941), and Case Study House #2 (1947) in Pasadena.  
 
Alterations to the property include the relocation of the gymnasium/auditorium in 1931; 
replacement of the gymnasium/auditorium floor and addition of a porch in 1949; addition of two 
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dressing rooms, hallway, and an exit staircase in 1957; addition of a fire shaft and restroom in 
1974; a minor bathroom remodel in 2000; and the in-fill of some windows and doors, and several 
window replacements, all at unknown dates.  
 
The subject property was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, 
and subsequently listed in the California Register of Historical Resources in 2000. In addition, the 
property was identified as a known historic resource in the SurveyLA Japanese-American, Latino, 
and Women’s Rights historic context statements for its role in assisting immigrant women adjust 
to life in Los Angeles.  
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On February 10, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. In 
accordance with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10, on March 5, 2020, the time 
limit to take the proposed designation of the subject property under consideration was extended 
by mutual consent of the applicant, property owner, and the Cultural Heritage Commission to April 
2, 2020.  
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍





Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representatives (continued) 
 
Name: Laura Dominguez 
Company: University of Southern California, Department of History 
Street Address: 3502 Trousdale Parkway, Social Sciences Building, Room 153 
City: Los Angeles 
State: CA 
Zip: 90089-0034 
Email: ladoming@usc.edu  
 
Name: Rosalind Sagara* 
Company: Los Angeles Conservancy 
Street Address: 523 West Sixth Street, Suite 826 
City: Los Angeles 
State: CA 
Zip: 90014 
Phone Number: 213-430-4211 
Email: rsagara@laconservancy.org 
 
* = primary contact 
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS A & B 
 
7A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION 
 
Property Description 
 
The International Institute of Los Angeles is located at 435 South Boyle Avenue in a residential 
neighborhood of Los Angeles, south of 4th Street and north of Whittier Boulevard, between the 
101 and 10 freeways. The one and two-story brick building rendered in the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style was designed by Webber & Spaulding in 1931 for the Young Women’s Christian 
Association (Y.W.C.A). The building is in overall good condition and retains all aspects of 
integrity. 
 
Site 
 
The International Institute is located at 435 South Boyle Avenue in the Boyle Heights 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The building faces east, toward Boyle Avenue. A 10-foot brick 
wall at the property line on Boyle Avenue creates a forecourt. There are three entry points to the 
property: the main entrance off of Boyle Avenue and two driveways along the northern and 
southern property lines that lead you to the back of the property. 
 
The main entrance is centrally located along a brick wall on Boyle Avenue. The brick wall 
features a large dentil pattern bordering the entrance where a black wrought iron double swing 
gate is located. A small black wrought iron institutional sign hangs above the gate. Located just 
inside the brick wall is a forecourt which features non-original brick pavement and two non-
original brick benches. A small wrought iron gate extending from the brick wall to the north-
facing bench and continuing to the building creates a distinct area within the courtyard. 
Enclosing the forecourt are the one-story north and south wings of the building. The outdoor 
space is landscaped with lawn, plantings, and trees. A mural featuring a multicultural community 
has been painted on the interior brick wall facing west along Boyle Avenue. 
 
Continuing beyond the forecourt is an entry hallway to the two-story section of the building. This 
corridor also leads to the central courtyard. Beyond this courtyard is a one-story auditorium 
building. To the rear of this building is a surface parking lot. 
 
Building – Exterior 
 
The one and two-story brick building is rendered in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The 
building has an irregular footprint. The main two-story portion of the building is recessed and 
faces Boyle Avenue, with two projecting one-story wings facing the street and a large brick 
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chimney on the south end of the two-story section. At the west (rear) elevation of the two-story 
portion of the building is the one-story C-shaped section that encloses a main central courtyard. 
Behind the C-shaped section of the building is an auditorium building which was expanded in 
1934 and likely connected to the rest of the complex by the 1950s. The complex is composed of 
various low-pitched roof forms covered in red barrel tile, including a hipped roof on the main 
two-story portion and gabled roofs on both of the one-story wings. The roof at the C-shaped 
section is flat and the auditorium section features both flat and vaulted roof forms.  
 
The primary elevation faces east toward Boyle Avenue. The fenestration pattern of the two-story 
portion is sixteen bays in length and irregularly arranged. At the southeast end of the two-story 
portion of the building are two non-original French doors with a single light above, followed by 
a central arched entryway, and three small casement windows with wood sills to the north of the 
entryway. At the second-story are fifteen small casement windows with wood sills and one door 
at the southeast end that connects to a non-original exterior staircase leading to the forecourt. 
Four of the windows at the second story and two at the first story have been covered in brick; 
two on the second story and two on the first story have been painted to match the window pattern 
of the original windows. At the southeast one-story wing are two non-original metal garage 
doors facing the street. The opening at the one-story northeast wing has been covered in brick 
and painted white. 
 
The west (rear) elevation of the main two-story portion of the building opens onto the main 
central courtyard. This elevation features four entrances on the first story, three of which are 
double doors. Two of these are glass French doors and one is a centrally located arched double 
door, which serves as the primary entrance. The fourth entrance, which has been covered in brick 
is north of a small fixed window next to the primary entrance. The second story features a 
balcony with a non-original decorative wood panel railing painted in red to match the red and 
white color scheme. The recessed portion of this façade has three wooden French doors with 
non-original metal security doors that open to the balcony. An additional French door is on the 
southeast end, facing north. There are three small windows with wood sills arranged to the north 
and to the south of the balcony; one to the north and two to the south. The window closest to the 
balcony on the south end is non-original. 
 
The secondary (north and south) elevations of the building are irregularly arranged. Casement 
windows of varying sizes and at various heights are in groups of anywhere from one to four 
windows on the first and second stories of each elevation. The south elevation features one 
entrance that has been covered in brick and three perforated screens on the first story. The north 
elevation features one entrance at the northwest section of the building. Like the south elevation, 
there are three perforated screens on the first story. 
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The one-story C-shaped section of the building encloses a main central courtyard. All of the 
doors, window surrounds, and wrought-iron window detailing that face the courtyard are painted 
red. In addition, a thick stripe above each of the windows and entrances, approximately three feet 
of all of the courtyard façades, and the posts and beams have been painted red.  
 
The primary (west) courtyard elevation features a stone water feature with a tiled garden motif 
backsplash. To the north of the fountain are two French doors. One large casement window with 
a brick sill is located to the south of the fountain followed by a large arched entryway. On the 
upper portion of the facade are three decorative cement block vents placed within the brick wall.   
 
The secondary courtyard elevations (north and south) feature shed roofs covered with red barrel 
tile. Both facades are irregularly arranged. The north courtyard elevation is seven bays in length, 
with four single wooden doors and two French doors. One entrance leads to an interior staircase 
that connects to the two-story section of the building. The south courtyard elevation consists of 
four bays with three French doors and one single wooden door.  
 
The auditorium section is clad in stucco and has undergone a number of exterior and interior 
alterations during the period of significance. The north elevation has a slight jog where the C-
portion of the building and the auditorium connect. A small fixed window, facing north, is 
located at the hyphen. Directly adjacent to hyphen is the complex’s main electrical source and 
gas meter, followed by the north wall addition to the auditorium. A door that opens to the north 
driveway is located at the easternmost section of this elevation. At the westernmost section of the 
elevation is a small window. At the time of the north wall extension in 1934, a covered walkway 
at the south elevation was added. The walkway features a shed roof with four wooden posts. 
Located at the easternmost section of the walkway is a double door. At the southeastern section 
of the south elevation, facing north, is a double door entrance with a three-light transom. To the 
west of this entrance are two large 4/2 windows. The lower portion of the windows are louvered. 
Following the pair of windows is another double door entrance with a three-light transom. The 
west (rear) elevation features a non-original large sliding glass door that opens to the parking lot. 
On both sides of this door are a large 4/2 window of the same type and style as seen on the south 
elevation. Located on the northwestern portion of this elevation is a door with a non-original 
metal security door.   
 
In 1949, a one-story structure which was previously located at the rear of the property was 
moved behind the southwestern section of the C-shaped section of the complex for added office 
space. The C-shaped section of the building is connected to the auditorium section by a hyphen 
which was likely added in the 1950s, when a number of interior alterations were brought into 
compliance with life-safety laws. It is likely that this section previously featured a roof, but was 
open at the north and south elevations.    
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Building – Interior 
 
Access to the interior was not granted by the owner, and therefore cannot be described beyond 
changes indicated by permits. 
  
Character-defining features 
 
Site and landscape 

• Brick perimeter wall on Boyle Ave 
• Dentil pattern at brick wall opening at Boyle Avenue 
• Forecourt with brick floor 
• Main central courtyard with brick floor  
• Wrought-iron swing gate facing Boyle Avenue 
• Wrought-iron institutional sign 
• Wrought-iron pendant lights 
• North and south driveways 
• Main courtyard water feature with decorative tile 
•  Flooring (brick, wood, cement) 

  
Building – Exterior 

• East-west orientation 
• Irregular footprint 
• Recessed entrance on two-story portion with projecting single-story north and south 

wings 
• Various low-pitched roof forms (hipped, gabled, shed, and flat) 
• Red barrel tile  
• Brick bench in entry hallway   
• Balcony with wood railing  
• Wood casement windows  
• Wood and brick window sills 
• Wood paneled double-doors (glazed and unglazed) 
• Wood-framed reception window at main entry hallway 
• Perforated screens in exterior brick 
• Arched doorways 
• Covered walkways at main courtyard         

   
Building– Interior 

• Formality and relationship between interior and exterior spaces 
• Flooring (brick, wood, cement) 
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• Main entry hallway at two-story section 
• Wood paneled doors (glazed and unglazed) 
• Arched doorways 
• Wooden staircases 
• Staircase railings 
• Brick benches 
• Fireplaces (2) 
• Antique door hardware 

 
Alteration history  
 
1924 Aug 29 Construct roof over platform; railing around platform and short sides of 

stage; add frame wall to the back of the stage.  
 
1931 Oct 17  Tile work, kitchen and fountains 
 
1931 Nov 2  Relocate gymnasium (auditorium) on site 
 
1934 Oct 1  Lay hardwood floor in gymnasium (auditorium) 
 
1934 Nov 8  Extend north wall of gymnasium (auditorium) and add porch on south side 
 
1949 July 5 Relocate one-story frame building from rear of property to the area behind 

the southwestern section of the C-shaped section of the complex  
 
1949 Oct 11  Changes to interior: office space (illegible) 

 
1957 July 16  Demolish illegal dressing rooms in gymnasium to comply 
 
1957 July 25  Parapet wall correction: Boyle Ave, north, south, and inner exit courtyard 
 
1957 Aug 6  Re-roof to comply 
 
1957 Sept 10  Changes to interior: addition of two dressing rooms, hallway,  

exit staircase, and enclosing walls of 1 hr construction for auditorium to 
comply.    

 
1974-1975  Changes to interior: fire shaft for exhaust hood in kitchen, conversion o  

storage room to children’s restroom  
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1988 Mar 3  Detail change  
 
2000 Feb 4  Changes to interior: minor bathroom remodel, re-roof portion of building,  

remodel balcony railing (non-structural only); remove trees; add roof top 
equipment. 

 
 
7B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The subject property at 435 S. Boyle Avenue meets the following criteria for designation as a 
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM): 
 

It reflects the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of the nation, state, 
city, or community.  

 
Constructed in 1931 for the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA), the subject property is 
significant for its associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and 
patterns of immigration in Los Angeles.  
 
The IILA was founded in 1914 under the umbrella of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) as part of the nationwide International Institute Movement. Spearheaded by social 
worker Terry Bremer, the International Institutes offered first- and second-generation women an 
alternative to the assimilationist practices of the settlement house movement of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The agencies structured their social services around the 
theory of cultural pluralism, arguing that preserving immigrant heritage strengthened American 
democracy. The IILA’s all-female staff maintained its liberal views on immigrant education and 
citizenship amid a period of mounting anti-immigrant rhetoric, policies, and practices during the 
1920s and 1930s. Its members included women and girls from Asia, Latin America, and Eastern 
and Southern Europe, and many of its social workers were second-generation members of the 
ethnic communities they served. During World War II, the organization lobbied against the 
incarceration of persons of Japanese ancestry and assisted with resettlement efforts after the war 
ended.  
 
The subject property is also significant for its associations with the development of the Boyle 
Heights neighborhood. The IILA moved its headquarters to Boyle Heights in 1915 and 
purchased 435 South Boyle Avenue in 1924. It commissioned the subject property on the same 
site in 1931. As a polyglot community center for immigrant women, the property is emblematic 
of Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial diversity prior to World War II.  
 
The subject property meets the registration requirements outlined for “Women-Serving 
Institutions and Organizations” in SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Women’s 
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Rights in Los Angeles, 1850-1980. It is identified in and meets registration requirements outlined 
for “Property Types Associated with Community Organizations, Social Services, and 
Institutions” in SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los 
Angeles, 1869-1970. Lastly, it is identified in and meets registration requirements outlined for 
“Education” in SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Latino Los Angeles Historic 
Context Statement.  
 

It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, 
inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction.  

 
The property at 435 S. Boyle Avenue is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival 
architecture in an institutional setting. The building embodies the distinguishing characteristics 
of the style, including irregular footprint, brick construction, interior courtyard, red barrel tile, 
wood balcony, and decorative ironwork. The building is also a rare example of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style in Boyle Heights. The subject property meets the registration 
requirements outlined for “Institutional-Education” property types in SurveyLA’s Los Angeles 
Citywide Historic Context Statement under the context of “Architecture and Engineering, 1850-
1980,” the theme of “Mediterranean and Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1887-1952,” and the 
sub-theme of “Spanish Colonial Revival, 1915-1942.” 
 

It is a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age.  

 
The subject property is a notable work of the Southern California architectural firm of Webber & 
Spaulding. Sumner Spaulding and Walter I. Webber began their partnership in 1921, and they 
primarily pursued residential projects. The firm achieved acclaim for their design of the 
“Greenacres” estate for silent film star Harold Lloyd (1927) and the Avalon Casino on Catalina 
Island (1928), which they completed in partnership with William Field Staunton, Jr. The subject 
property was one of Webber’s last commissions prior to his retirement in the early 1930s. 
Spaulding had an illustrious career as a lecturer at the University of Southern California and 
Scripps College and as president of the Southern California Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA). He also contributed to a number of civic and institutional projects in the 
postwar period, including the redesign of the Los Angeles Civic Center.  
 
 
Historical Background 
 
Development of Boyle Heights  
Located directly east of the Los Angeles River, Boyle Heights is among Los Angeles’s oldest 
residential communities. Beginning in the 1870s, real estate booms across Southern California 
followed the expansion of the railway system, and development activities transformed the 
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pastoral area into a residential subdivision in the 1880s. As documented in SurveyLA’s Historic 
Resources Survey Report for the Boyle Heights Community Plan Area:  

 
Boyle Heights was home to some of the city’s most affluent and prominent households 
and was promoted as an upper-class enclave in its formative years. Yet even early in its 
history, the area was never exclusively the domain of the civic elite. Families of more 
modest means, also attracted to the suburban ideal that was being promoted by area 
boosters, constructed smaller dwellings near the horse-drawn streetcar line...1  

 
Boyle Heights’ economic diversity continued to mold its development and character at the turn-
of-the-century. By the 1920s, it had grown into a dense streetcar suburb with nearby commercial, 
institutional, and industrial uses that served as places of employment and supported the day-to-
day needs of the local population. Structural forces, however, also played a significant role in 
shaping who lived and worked in the neighborhood.  
 
Constructing what historian George Sánchez describes as a “geography of difference,” city 
officials created zoning rules in the early 1910s to protect westside residential neighborhoods 
from industrial development while expanding those uses near the east and south side homes of 
working-class residents. Deed restrictions further confined non-white immigrants and African 
Americans to those areas as white residents relocated to protected suburbs.2 These policy 
changes coincided with ongoing population growth in Los Angeles, as newcomers made their 
way to the city from countries around the world and other regions of the U.S. Increasingly, 
African American, Italian, Japanese, Jewish, Mexican, and Russian Molokan families moved 
into eastside properties originally developed and occupied by white skilled workers and well-to-
do Midwesterners.3  
 
Municipal regulations limited non-white mobility to neighborhoods like Boyle Heights, fine-
tuning at a local level the racialized barriers newcomers encountered in U.S. immigration law. 
Groups settling in Boyle Heights faced different, though related policies of exclusion at the 
nation’s borders. The so-called 1908 “Gentleman’s Agreement” between the U.S. and Japan, for 
example, slowed new immigration, but the Japanese population in Los Angeles continued to 
grow with internal migrations. Eugenics-based rules in the 1910s and 1920s further restricted 
entry to groups from Asia and Southern and Eastern Europe, but business interests lobbied to 
exempt Mexicans from quota systems.4 

 
1 SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report: Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 11.  
2 George J. Sánchez, “What’s Good for Boyle Heights Is Good for the Jews,” American Quarterly 56, no. 3 (2004): 
635-36; Mark Wild, Street Meeting: Multiethnic Neighborhoods in Early Twentieth Century Los Angeles (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2005), 54. 
3 Wild, Street Meeting, 25–30. Note that during the period of significance, ethno-racial categories were fluid and 
contingent on time and place.  
4 The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was the first law designed to prevent all members of a specific ethnic or 
national group from immigrating to the U.S. California politicians, labor leaders, and business interests played key 
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The resulting ethnic heterogeneity was a significant part of Boyle Heights’ identity prior to 
World War II. Its position as a port-of-entry for so many immigrant groups garnered 
comparisons to Ellis Island over time.5 As SurveyLA points out, the multiracial diverse 
composition was often viewed unfavorably from the outside.6  In 1939, for example, the Home 
Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) described Boyle Heights in its risk assessment as “a “melting 
pot” area...literally honeycombed with diverse and subversive racial elements.”7 Like other 
working-class neighborhoods nationwide, Boyle Heights experienced a severe housing crisis 
during the Great Depression, making it a target of slum-clearance programs beginning in the 
early 1940s.8  
 
While no single ethnic group claimed a majority position prior to World War II, Boyle Heights 
experienced significant demographic shifts in the postwar period. According to SurveyLA: 
 

These shifts can be attributed to a myriad of factors including the internment of 
California’s Japanese American population during World War II as well as the easing of 
race restrictive covenants in the 1950s, which allowed upwardly-mobile Jewish 
households to move to more affluent neighborhoods in other parts of the city including 
the San Fernando Valley and the Westside; this in turn led to the exodus of Boyle 
Heights’s Japanese and Jewish populations. Other ethnic and religious groups with roots 
in the area had moved away from Boyle Heights by this time as well. However, for the 
most part the community’s Latino population remained, largely due to language barriers, 
income inequality, fewer job opportunities, and a real estate market that continued to 
discriminate against certain racial and ethnic minorities.9  

 
Beginning in the mid-1940s through the 1960s, physical disruption of the neighborhood 
accompanied demographic and cultural changes. Despite organized community opposition, the 
construction of five freeways and the multi-level East Los Angeles Interchange eviscerated 

 
roles in lobbying for the legislation, and its passage opened the door to new waves of immigration laws and policies 
aimed at preventing non-white groups from migrating and/or naturalizing. See Natalia Molina, How Race Is Made in 
America: Immigration, Citizenship, and the Historical Power of Racial Scripts (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 2013), 68-88. 
5 SurveyLA, 34. See also Leslie Bernstein Rojas, “Boyle Heights, the ‘Ellis Island of the West Coast,’” Southern 
California Public Radio, March 30, 2011. https://www.scpr.org/blogs/multiamerican/2011/03/30/8284/boyle-
heights-the-ellis-island-of-the-west-coast/ 
6 SurveyLA, 14.  
7 Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, “Area Description: Boyle Heights” (April 19, 1939), Testbed for the Redlining 
Archives of California’s Exclusionary Spaces, salt.umd.edu/T-RACES. 
8 SurveyLA, 13.  
9 SurveyLA, 15-16.  
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portions of Boyle Heights. Among the hardest-hit districts was the area where the International 
Institute of Los Angeles was located.10  
 
 
International Institute Movement 
The International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA) was one of more than fifty immigrant-serving 
agencies to open nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) in the early twentieth century. Social welfare advocate Edith Terry Bremer founded the 
first International Institute in Greenwich Village in 1910 and subsequently oversaw the 
formation of branches in industrializing cities across the country. Although most were located in 
the Northeast and Midwest, two outfits opened in California: Los Angeles in 1914 and San 
Francisco in 1918 (not extant).   
 
According to historian Raymond A. Mohl, the International Institutes embraced philosopher 
Horace Kallen’s theory of “cultural pluralism” in their approach to work with immigrant groups. 
Whereas other proponents of Americanization advocated total assimilation or the “melting pot 
ideal,” Bremer and her followers believed “that ethnic groups should maintain their identities and 
preserve their traditions and cultures” in order to contribute to “a healthier democratic society.”11 
The International Institutes, Mohl argued, were among the few social service agencies to adopt 
this inclusive framework during the Progressive Era (1890s-1920s). Bremer’s training at the 
University of Chicago and her experiences working in local settlement houses left her a fierce 
critic of forced assimilation and American exceptionalism. Reflecting on her work in 1923, she 
wrote, “there is no richer material for cultural growth than that which can be saved for the 
foreigner out of his own inheritance.”12 
 
The YWCA’s growing interest in immigration marked a shift in its traditional emphasis on 
religious and moral uplift among women. The social welfare organization traced its roots to a 
trans-Atlantic, Protestant revival that began in London and the Northeastern U.S. in the 1850s.13 
Elite women organized nondenominational prayer circles as a means of exerting social and 
religious power, formalizing their activities with a new association known as the Ladies’ 
Christian Union (LCU). Soon, LCU affiliates in Boston and New York City set their sights on 
the moral plight of working-class women, particularly those from rural areas. In 1860, reformers 

 
10 SurveyLA, 15. 
11 Raymond A. Mohl, “The International Institute Movement and Ethnic Pluralism,” Social Science 56, no. 1 (1981), 
14. 
12 Mohl, 16.  
13 Nancy Marie Robertson, Christian Sisterhood: Race Relations, and the YWCA, 1906-46 (Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 2007), 12.  
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opened the first boarding house in New York City for female students, teachers, and factory 
workers, foreshadowing the rise of the settlement movement.14  
 
In 1870, a group of LCU members in New York split from the larger organization to form the 
YWCA, and others soon followed. The new organization sought greater autonomy from the male 
leadership of Protestant sects and channeled its evangelism through social service and reform.15 
In particular, the YWCA responded to the “social problem” of working women’s leisure and 
recreation, offering “wholesome” activities, clubs, and classes in addition to room and board.16 
Like other middle-class reformers of the Gilded Age (1870s-1900), YWCA leaders sought to 
deter working-class women from entering spaces associated with vice -- such as saloons and 
dance halls -- by constructing an institutional network of boarding houses, employment agencies, 
vocational schools, and more. Of the YWCA, historian Kathy Peiss argued: “To safeguard young 
women in the city, reformers created recreational spaces for working women that were patterned 
after familiar middle-class models, the home and the women’s club. In essence, they extended 
women’s sphere into the threatening urban environment.”17 
 
Prior to 1900, most YWCA volunteers focused their energies on native-born, white working 
women, even as new waves of immigration changed the ethnic, religious, and cultural make-up 
of the American workforce.18 Nonetheless, as Progressive reform efforts gained popular support 
in other social arenas -- labor, politics, public health, suffrage, for example -- the YWCA began 
to reposition itself as an advocate “for women as women rather than as evangelical converts.”19 
Its evolving philosophy made it a natural sponsor for Bremer’s proposal to aid first- and second-
generation women and girls with adjustment to life in the United States, such as providing 
English language courses, recreational and club activities, and casework assistance (including 
employment, housing, and naturalization). Each International Institute operated independently, 
although Bremer continued to advise branches on programming, led trainings, and lobbied for 
more humane immigration legislation. Similarly, the national leadership of the YWCA 
advocated for less restrictive public policy during the 1910s and 1920s, a period in which 
nativism, xenophobia, and fears of political radicalism fueled race-based immigration exclusions 
and quotas.20  
 

 
14 VCU Libraries, “Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA),” Social Welfare History Project (undated), 
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/youth/young-womens-christian-association/.  
15 Robertson, 13.  
16 Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1986), 164-65.  
17 Peiss, 166.  
18 Robertson, 14.  
19 Mohl, 15.  
20 Immanuel Ness, Encyclopedia of American Social Movements (New York: Routledge, 2015), 365.  
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Though a common philosophy knitted the International Institutes together, regional issues of 
race, citizenship, and culture inflected the work of individual branches. Varying patterns of 
immigration in major U.S. cities meant that individual branches responded to or were shaped by 
their immediate contexts. In San Francisco, for example, Institute workers resisted vehement 
anti-Asian racism in the decades following Chinese Exclusion and the Gentlemen’s Agreement, 
but their service-work still occurred within a landscape of bias and disparity for ethnic Asians.21    
 
A key characteristic of the International Institute movement was the practice of employing first- 
and second-generation women as caseworkers, as their knowledge of multiple languages and 
ethnic traditions made it easier for them to build relationships with newcomers. The Institutes 
referred to them as “nationality workers,” “nationality secretaries,” or “visitors,” and they played 
a dual role in helping their community members adapt to American society while encouraging 
empathy and understanding of immigrant knowledge and folkways among native-born citizens.22 
Most International Institutes hosted annual festivals, which showcased the different cuisines, 
handicrafts, and performing arts of their members. These events promoted ethnic pride among 
the different groups that the Institutes served, and they conveyed a message of “diversity rather 
than conformity [and] cooperation rather than conflict” as the essence of American democracy.23   
 
By the early 1920s, Institute leaders began contemplating a split from the YWCA over 
philosophical and programmatic differences. At the national level, the YWCA tended to favor 
more assimilationist models than pluralist ones, and its emphasis on serving women prevented 
the Institutes from developing support structures for men, families, and entire communities. 
Bremer, in particular, argued that the challenges of the immigration and naturalization systems 
exceeded the capacity of the YWCA. The first branch to separate was the St. Louis International 
Institute, which became an independent entity in 1923. Over the next decade, representatives 
from various branches and the YWCA studied and negotiated possibilities for future 
organizational models. In 1933, Bremer and a cohort of supporters founded the National Institute 
of Immigrant Welfare (NIIW) as a new umbrella organization dedicated to pro-immigration 
reform, fundraising, and program development. Most Institutes, including the branch in Los 
Angeles, enjoyed friendly working relationships with their local YWCA chapters, and the 
divisions occurred amicably.24  
 
The NIIW expanded the training apparatus that Bremer established under the YWCA, including 
annual conferences and technical support. Institute ambassadors stationed themselves at ports-of-
entry at Ellis Island in New York City and Angel Island in San Francisco, establishing initial 

 
21 Andrew Urban, “Rooted in the Americanization Zeal: The San Francisco International Institute, Race, and 
Settlement Work, 1918-1939,” Chinese America: History and Perspectives (2007), 95-101.  
22 Mohl, 18.  
23 Mohl, 19.  
24 Ibid.  
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contact with new arrivals and putting them in touch with caseworkers. Bremer claimed that the 
Institutes were one of the only organizations to defend immigrant rights during the Great 
Depression, when high rates of poverty and unemployment contributed to mounting xenophobia. 
The NIIW and its affiliates, for example, protested government-sponsored “repatriation” of 
Mexicans and Mexican Americans between 1929 and 1936, a period in which the United States 
deported hundreds of thousands of immigrants and birthright citizens. Despite the hardships of 
these years, the Institutes continued to host cultural activities and social events in their local 
communities.25 
 
The NIIW changed its name once more in the early 1940s to the American Federation of 
International Institutes (AFII). During World War II, the umbrella organization lobbied for fair 
treatment of so-called “resident aliens,” and local branches developed programs to assuage 
tensions among their members. After 1945, the AFII played an important role in resettlement 
efforts of Japanese and Japanese Americans who were returning from World War II 
incarceration, along with resettlement of groups displaced from Europe. Local International 
Institutes continued to support refugee populations in the postwar period, including Hungarians 
(1950s), Cubans (1960s), and Vietnamese communities (1970s).26  
 
 
International Institute of Los Angeles  
Along with Progressives nationwide, Anglo-American reformers in Los Angeles sought new 
solutions to the chaos of industrialization, population booms, and social unrest at the dawn of the 
twentieth century. Women’s clubs and organizations had been part of the city’s social landscape 
since the 1860s, and their influence over race relations, class organization, and gender politics 
swelled in later decades. Elite women – “white, native-born, affluent, and usually Protestant” – 
formed exclusive groups in neighborhoods near downtown to promote social and political 
improvement.27  
 
As was common practice, leaders of prominent organizations like the Friday Morning Club and 
the Ebell of Los Angeles rented or reused spaces in existing structures before commissioning 
architect-designed buildings.28 The YWCA, which established its local branch in 1893 at the 

 
25 Ibid.  
26 Ibid., 20.  
27 Eileen V. Wallis, “‘Keeping Alive the Old Tradition’: Spanish-Mexican Club Women in Southern California, 
1880-1940,” Southern California Quarterly 91, no. 2 (2009): 136. 
28 Marta Gutman argues that reformers constructed networks of social improvement through strategic reuse and 
appropriation of existing spaces, such as neighborhood saloons and private homes. See Gutman, A City for Children: 
Women, Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland, 1850-1950 (Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 2014). 
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Crocker Block (212 S. Broadway; not extant), developed a similar tradition of repurposing extant 
architecture for its programming in centralized neighborhoods.29  
 
Organizational Development, 1914-1924 
In 1913, the YWCA announced the hiring of Stanford University graduate Sue D. Barnwell as its 
Secretary of Immigration.30 Barnwell spearheaded the new Los Angeles chapter of the 
International Institute in 1914, just four years after the first office opened in Greenwich Village, 
and it joined a modest collection of settlement houses encircling the downtown area.31 Its first 
office was located at 115 ½ Commercial Street, and it moved across the river to 152 S. Utah 
Street the same year. As the IILA approached its second anniversary, the YWCA reported that its 
new division – a “home for our friends from across the seas” – had emerged as a beacon of 
opportunity, American values, and the bounties of citizenship.32  
 
In addition to fieldwork, the organization hosted English language courses from its central office, 
which relocated in 1915 to a riverside property in Boyle Heights to be closer to its constituents. 
The Los Angeles Times described the 1876 Italianate residence at 1315 Pleasant Avenue (HCM 
#98), originally constructed for businessman William Hayes Perry, as a former “show place” 
turned haven among “colonies of many nationalities.”33 The move placed the Institute on the 
same block as the Brownson Settlement House, which had commissioned architect Francis B. 
Byrne to design a Prairie-style complex in 1913 (not extant).34   

 
29 “Y.W.C.A.: What the Association is Doing - The Meeting Tomorrow,” Los Angeles Times, September 30, 1893. 
The YWCA also commissioned several properties in the 1910s, including the Arthur Benton-designed Mary 
Andrews Clark Memorial home at 336 Loma Drive (1913; HCM #158) and the Julia Morgan-designed Hollywood 
Studio at 1215 Lodi Place (1916; HCM #175). The organization established the Twelfth Street Center for African 
American women in 1921 (1108 East 12th Street; not extant); purchased the Magnolia Residence in Boyle Heights 
(2616 E. 3rd Street) as a dormitory for Japanese women in 1922; and maintained the Eliza Cottage as a retreat in 
Hermosa Beach (3323 Hermosa Avenue; not extant). In 1926, the YWCA completed construction on the Figueroa 
Hotel (939 S. Figueroa Street), which it designed as lodging for traveling women. See also SurveyLA, Los Angeles 
Citywide Historic Context Statement: Women’s Rights in Los Angeles, 1850-1980, 42.   
30 “Young Women’s Christian Association, Annual Announcement, 1913-1914,” Box 1, Folder 14, YWCA of Los 
Angeles Collection, Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) of Los Angeles Collection (1894-1986), 
Special Collections and Archives, Oviatt Library, California State University, Northridge (“YWCA of Los Angeles 
Collection” hereafter). 
31 Robert Archey Woods and Albert Joseph Kennedy, Handbook of Settlements (Charities Publication Committee, 
1911), 9–13. The publication listed just six agencies in Los Angeles: Bethlehem Institute, Brownson House, College 
Settlement, Los Angeles Municipal Settlements, Neighborhood House, and Stinson Memorial Industrial School. 
32 “Young Women’s Christian Association, Annual Report, 1915-16,” Box 1, Folder 16, YWCA of Los Angeles 
Collection.  
33 “New Home for Melting Pot: Work for Foreign Women of the City Centralized,” Los Angeles Times, December 
20, 1915. Designed by Kysor & Matthews, the Perry Residence was designated HCM #98 in 1972 and relocated to 
Heritage Square Museum in Montecito Heights in 1975. See also SurveyLA, Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 
9.  
34 “Noble Philanthropy Now Taking Shape,” Los Angeles Times, May 18, 1913. 



HCM Application – International Institute of Los Angeles – 435 S. Boyle Avenue 
Written Statements A & B  

 15 

 
Like their counterparts in other cities, IILA social workers aimed to preserve clients’ so-called 
“Old World” sensibilities while concurrently preparing them for citizenship. One of the 
Institute’s earliest employment programs aided women in selling traditional handicrafts.35 
Believing that most newcomers were ill-equipped to adjust to life in the U.S. organically, 
Institute reformers claimed a moral responsibility to intervene when they suspected a client 
might compromise her honor, safety, and wellbeing. The greatest chance for success, they 
argued, lay in a client’s ongoing connection to her cultural heritage. Elevating immigrant 
folkways not only granted comfort and dignity to IILA community members, but it also 
encouraged empathy and education among native-born residents. “The immigrant is here,” 
Barnwell reminded YWCA members in 1915, “and the question is not, do we want to keep them, 
but how will we care for them?”36  
 
The Institute’s work, however, was not free from prejudice. The attitudes of staff toward foreign-
born women and girls mirrored the maternalist values that scholars have observed in studies of 
indigenous removal policies, Protestant missionary work, and female delinquency.37 Largely 
unmarried women, Institute reformers performed tasks associated with motherhood – such as 
tending to sick families and advising on housekeeping – in addition to helping clients navigate 
the immigration system. They also closely studied the behaviors and customs of their clients, 
relating how women from different ethnic groups adapted to life in Los Angeles and forming 
subtle hierarchies among them.38   
 
Nonetheless, the IILA maintained its liberal stance on cultural diversity after World War I, 
despite national declines in social reform and immigrant aid programs.39 Furthermore, the 
organization developed ties to the University of Southern California (USC), which had appointed 
Chicago-trained sociologist Dr. Emory S. Bogardus to its faculty in 1911. His hiring elevated 
Los Angeles as a laboratory for social science research and provided an “intellectual justification 
for Americanization” during the interwar period.40 Bogardus founded the Department of 

 
35 “International Institute for Immigrant Girls, Pamphlet, c. 1918,” Box 1, Home Front Collection.  
36 “Ayuda Club has Election: Members Hear Excellent Talk by Miss Barnwell on Immigration,” Riverside Daily 
Press, October 27, 1915.  
37 See Margaret D. Jacobs, White Mother to a Dark Race: Settler Colonialism, Maternalism, and the Removal of 
Indigenous Children in the American West and Australia, 1880-1940 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2009); 
Mary E. Odem, Delinquent Daughters: Protecting and Policing Adolescent Female Sexuality in the United States, 
1885-1920 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995); Peggy Pascoe, Relations of Rescue: The Search 
for Female Moral Authority in the American West, 1874-1939 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990). 
38 State Commission of Immigration and Housing of California, “Report on An Experiment Made in Los Angeles in 
the Summer of 1917 for the Americanization of Foreign-born Women,” 5-6, Box 1, Home Front Collection. 
39 Wild, Street Meeting, 74. 
40 Sánchez, Becoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity in Chicano Los Angeles, 1900-1945 (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 97.  
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Sociology in 1915 and the School of Social Work in 1921, the first college-level sociology 
programs in the western U.S.41 
 
Bogardus was active in community work in Los Angeles as an advisor to the IILA, and his wife, 
Edith, was a member of its board beginning in the 1920s.42 Bogardus advocated the formation of 
an “international consciousness” following World War I, a “higher type of patriotism” or 
“loyalty to the world group” among all nationalities.43 He praised the Institute for supporting 
women “representing an infinite variety in race, type, character, temperament, and gifts” without 
succumbing to chauvinistic expressions of patriotism.44 “The best kind of work with 
immigrants,” he wrote in 1928, “is that which sets them constructive examples in citizenship 
under pleasant circumstances… which draws them out spontaneously in contributing the best of 
their culture and personalities to their adopted land, and which enables them to participate 
constructively in the local community life and development.”45  
 
Bogardus and his protégées also tasked themselves with “awakening” Anglo Americans “to the 
social realities and dangers represented by poorer, ethnic newcomers to the region,” particularly 
Mexicans and Mexican Americans.46 He was a member of the American Eugenics Society, 
which accented his belief that not all groups could “improve” themselves through 
Americanization.47 Nonetheless, future IILA social worker Gretchen Tuthill, a Bogardus trainee, 
argued in her master’s thesis that the advancement of a “world community loyalty” might be “the 
ultimate solution of all race problems” in Los Angeles.48 
 

 
41 “Beginnings of Sociology in the West,” Box C11.2, Folder 9, Emory Bogardus papers, Collection no. 0264, 
University Archives, Special Collections, USC Libraries, University of Southern California. 
42 Bogardus also worked with the All Nations Foundation of Los Angeles, a settlement agency founded in 1918. See 
Colin Wark and John F. Galliher, “Emory Bogardus and the Origins of the Social Distance Scale,” The American 
Sociologist 38, no. 4 (2007): 389. 
43 Emory S. Bogardus, Essentials of Americanization (Los Angeles: University of Southern California Press, 1920), 
9, http://archive.org/details/essentialsofamer00bogarich.  
44 Ibid., 253–54. 
45 Emory S. Bogardus, Immigration and Race Attitudes (Boston: D.C. Heath and Company, 1928), 262. 
46 Sánchez, Becoming Mexican American, 97. 
47 Alexandra Stern, Eugenic Nation: Faults and Frontiers of Better Breeding in Modern America (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 2005), 152. Though the IILA never embraced eugenics directly, it belonged to a 
Progressive landscape rife with institutions that did. See also Miroslava Chávez-García, States of Delinquency: Race 
and Science in the Making of California’s Juvenile Justice System (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012); 
Thomas C. Leonard, Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016); Natalia Molina, Fit to Be Citizens? Public Health and Race in Los 
Angeles, 1879-1939 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006).  
48 Gretchen Long Tuthill, “A Study of the Japanese in the City of Los Angeles” (MA thesis, University of Southern 
California, 1924), 90. The IILA hired Tuthill as its casework supervisor following her graduation in 1924. Between 
1920 and 1940, Bogardus’s students cross-referenced the IILA in theses investigating Armenian, Japanese, Greek, 
and Russian immigrant communities in Los Angeles, as well as studies of Americanization and female delinquency.  
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The IILA expanded its educational footprint during the 1920s. Under the leadership of Barnwell 
and her successors, Institute reformers traveled to schools, conferences, and other philanthropic 
associations across the state to promote their philosophy and methods of immigrant education. 
Social worker Elsie D. Newton became the new executive secretary in 1919, and her three-
decade tenure marked a period of increased visibility, financial stability, and organizational 
maturity.  
 
Organizational Development, 1924-1941 
At the YWCA’s annual meeting in January 1925, General Secretary Charlotte Davis announced 
that the organization would embark upon a new chapter of urban growth. Though the YWCA 
had amassed a modest set of properties in its first three decades, Davis’s vision revealed new 
ambition for the organization’s physical presence in Los Angeles. To fashion the hearts and 
minds of modern women, the YWCA and its affiliates first had to construct a landscape that 
represented their values to the city at large. Their civic image balanced a respect for tradition 
with the optimism of an expansionist future. In her address, Davis emphasized the organization’s 
responsibility to infuse its material footprint with its most cherished values, including friendship, 
service, and moral domesticity.49 
 
The YWCA’s efforts to secure the Boyle Avenue property and build the new Institute 
headquarters marked a significant milestone in the agency’s development. With support from a 
board member, the YWCA purchased the one-acre site in a section of Boyle Heights known as 
Hollenbeck Heights in January 1924.50 The board approved the relocation of a small craftsman 
house to the hillside property the following month, and some additional occupancy 
improvements put the buildings in near-continual use for meetings and social events by the end 
of the year.51 Though the transaction occurred “almost entirely on faith,” the stability of a 
permanent home allowed the IILA to flourish, even as the YWCA faced bursting demands and 
increased financial hardships with the onset of the Depression.52 
 
Fundraising for the mortgage and building costs remained a constant source of pressure. In its 
solicitations, the Institute championed the generosity of its members and their personal 
investments in the community’s future, including one young woman from Mexico who 
reportedly told staff: “You know I am not earning very much, but I am going to give a dollar a 
month until that property is paid for.”53  
 

 
49 Charlotte Davis, “Annual Report for Year 1924,” 1, Box 1, Folder 17, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
50 “Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, January 24, 1924,” Box 4, Folder 21, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
51 “Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, December 11, 1924,” Box 4, Folder 22, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
52 Frederickson, “Good Citizens Made of Aliens.” See also “Report from Edith N. Stanton, General Secretary, Los 
Angeles, June 15, 1930 to June 1, 1935,” Box 3, Folder 2, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
53 “International Institute of the Young Women’s Christian Association, 1924,” Box 10, Folder 27, YWCA of Los 
Angeles Collection.  
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Mexican women were the third largest group represented at the Institute at this time (16% of 
total membership), following Japanese women (34%) and Russian women (22%) and slightly 
ahead of Armenian women (15%).54 Many of the Institute’s Japanese clients were so-called 
“picture brides,” women who immigrated to the U.S. for arranged marriages to single, male 
Japanese laborers.55 This practice enabled first-generation Japanese residents to begin families 
and set down roots despite the restrictions of the Gentlemen’s Agreement. Revolutions, 
economic conditions, and ethnic discrimination fueled ongoing migrations from Mexico and 
Russia alike during these early decades. Similarly, immigration of Armenians from Turkey to the 
U.S. accelerated after World War I in the wake of the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and ongoing 
mass deportations, although the Immigration Act of 1924 curtailed those numbers.56  
 
Despite the fiscal challenges and tight quarters, the Institute continued to set new service records. 
At its annual meeting in January 1930, the YWCA reported that the multilingual staff – including 
nationality secretaries from Armenia, Japan, Mexico, Russia, and Yugoslavia – and a corps of 
more than a hundred volunteers had conducted more than 11,000 calls and interviews with 
clients representing twenty-eight nationalities during the previous calendar year.57 Nearly 500 
women had enrolled in classes, and approximately 450 belonged to clubs. Overall, the agency 
had reached more than 29,000 people. Hailing a successful year, the YWCA declared that the 
Institute was fulfilling its promise of “promoting a better understanding between native and 
foreign-born people,” introducing newcomers to American institutions, and encouraging 
fellowship “in the spirit of justice and goodwill among peoples.”58 

 

At a fundraising dinner in February 1931, the leadership announced plans to construct a new 
administration building with support from several benefactors.59 Mrs. George H. Clark, longtime 
chair of the YWCA’s International Institute committee, oversaw the expansion, which the 
organization entrusted to architects Sumner Spaulding and Walter I. Webber.60 Spaulding’s wife, 

 
54 Ibid.  
55  SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 1869-1970, 
21. 
56 Anny Bakalian, Armenian-Americans: From Being to Feeling Armenian (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction 
Publishers, 1993), 10.  
57 “Annual Report of the Young Women’s Christian Association, January 31, 1930,” Box 1, Folder 18, YWCA of 
Los Angeles Collection.  
58 “Annual Report of the Young Women’s Christian Association, January 31, 1930,” Box 1, Folder 18, YWCA of 
Los Angeles Collection.  
59 “Building Fund Gifts Announced: International Institute Campaign Aid Disclosed at Dinner,” Los Angeles Times, 
February 10, 1931. See also “Construction News: Club Building,” Southwest Builder and Contractor, February 13, 
1931. 
60 IILA documents refer to Mrs. Clark by her husband’s name, but her full name is listed as “Elysabeth Louise 
Clark” in California and the Californians. The edited volume describes the Wisconsin-born mother, educator, and 
reformer as one of the most effective promoters of “civic betterment” in early twentieth-century Los Angeles. Her 
influence over the IILA during this period was second only to Newton’s. She was a member of over a dozen 
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Pauline M. Spaulding, was a member of the YWCA Board of Directors and its International 
Institute Committee.61 
 
At a cost of nearly $55,000, the Institute’s Spanish Colonial Revival building was a tribute to the 
organization’s vow to fashion worthy citizens and model inter-group cooperation.62 The IILA 
held an interfaith dedication ceremony in January 1932, which included performances by 
Institute members. Elsie Newton led attendees in reciting a building dedication: “This house, the 
gift of devoted and generous friends, designed with a deep understanding of our needs, reared by 
skilled and willing hands, bringing its message of beauty, let us dedicate to the foreign-speaking 
people of Los Angeles.”63 She foretold a future in which the mothers and daughters of the IILA 
would “rear” a model American society based on tolerance, patriotism, and friendship, regardless 
of national origin. Here, group empathy would “grow from common work for the common 
good.”  
 
The new building enabled the Institute to expand many of its signature services and programs, 
including the annual International Day festival. What began as a modest one-day exhibit in 1923 
and grew to a two-day bazaar by the end of the decade, offering Institute members an 
opportunity to showcase their traditional handicrafts, performing arts, costumes, and cuisines.64 
“We have the world within our gates,” proclaimed an Institute member in an article publicizing 
the 1935 festival.65 Advertisements in local newspapers followed a similar script each year, 
featuring posed images of archetypical women displaying elements of their native cultures.  
 
With time, community members’ outfits and presentations became more elaborate, part of a 
growing spectacle of ethno-tourism in Los Angeles. In her study of Japanese Americans in Los 
Angeles, historian Valerie J. Matsumoto writes of International Day: “On the one hand, such 
performances can be viewed as an affirmation of immigrant ethnic culture. On the other hand, 

 
organizations and commissions, including the Community Welfare Federation, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Los Angeles Board of Education, and the Southern California Society for Mental Hygiene. See 
Rockwell Dennis Hunt, ed., California and Californians, vol. 4 (Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1926), 
187–89. 
61 “Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, June 25, 1931,” Box 5, Folder 3, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
62 “Report from Edith N. Stanton, 1930-1935,” Box 3, Folder 2, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.  
63 “Dedication Service, January 17, 1932,” Box 10, Folder 27, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
64 This type of folk culture pageantry was a popular strategy among International Institutes nationwide to model 
alternatives to the material excesses of industrial cities and to invite native-born and second-generation Americans to 
experience global cultures in their “original” forms. See Celeste DeRoche, “How Wide the Circle of We: Cultural 
Pluralism and American Identity, 1910-1954,” PhD diss. (University of Maine, 2000), 76–84. 
65 “Romance from Far Places: Miniature World Tour for International Day,” October 9, 1935, Los Angeles Down 
Town Shopping News, International Institute of Los Angeles.  
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they also illustrate how the second-generation Japanese Americans were often “typecast” as 
exotic and foreign, rather than recognized as homegrown Americans.”66 
 
The years following the construction of the IILA headquarters reflected a new coming-of-age for 
the organization, prompting deep consideration of its mission, methods, and relationship to the 
YWCA. After the St. Louis branch declared its independence in 1923, Newton and Clark joined 
the twelve-member “Commission of Inquiry on the Place and Future of the International 
Institutes,” which was charged with studying the viability of forming a separate national 
organization.67 Like many of its counterparts, the IILA proceeded with its separation slowly, 
having enjoyed a mutually beneficial arrangement with the YWCA since its founding. In 1935, a 
joint committee representing both entities released a plan for amicably severing ties, recognizing 
that the Institute “could be better understood and render a more effective piece of foreign 
community service if it were an independent agency.”68  
 
Though the plan’s authors offered a number of justifications for the split, the decision rested on 
three primary conditions: first, that the needs of immigrants in Los Angeles far outpaced the 
IILA’s capacity as a subsidiary of a larger organization; second, that the YWCA’s espousal of 
Social Gospel reform hindered outreach to non-Protestant immigrants; and third, that the IILA 
increasingly sought to build its membership among men and boys.69 The authors also noted the 
growing geographic dispersal of the IILA’s clients beyond Boyle Heights. While they 
emphasized the continued threats of health, exploitation, and delinquency among new arrivals, 
they renewed their commitment to the education and assimilation of native-born children of 
immigrants. Describing the IILA as a “hospitality center,” they listed among their goals a desire 
to “make the second generation understand and appreciate the cultural background of their 
parents” and to “provide an opportunity for girls to meet and associate with boys of the same 
nationality in natural, wholesome social relationships.”70 
 
During this transitional period, the IILA’s record of services remained strong, and the Times 
reported that the agency assisted nearly 27,000 people from sixty-two countries in 1936. At the 
same time, its experiment in multiracial community-making faced mounting pressures to 
assimilate newcomers while facing a tumultuous world stage. By the late 1930s, local observers 
pointed to the IILA as evidence of Los Angeles’s maturity as a cosmopolitan city and a haven of 
democracy. For example, Timothy G. Turner, columnist and author of Turn off the Sunshine: 
Tales of Los Angeles on the Wrong Side of the Tracks, praised the organization when he 

 
66 Valerie J. Matsumoto, City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2014).  
67 DeRoche, “How Wide the Circle of We,” 156–58. 
68 “Report and Recommendations from the Joint Committee of the Y.W.C.A. and the International Institute of Los 
Angeles, 1935,” 2, Box 10, Folder 32, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
69 “Report and Recommendations,” 4-5, Box 10, Folder 32, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection. 
70 “Report and Recommendations,” Exhibit H, Box 10, Folder 32, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.  
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suggested (in highly romanticized terms) that no other metropolis could claim “less bad feeling 
on the part of the foreigner to the native or prejudice by the native toward the foreigner.”71 For 
an outlet like the Times, then-known for its nativist and anti-labor views, the Institute’s ongoing 
efforts to model worthy citizenship helped fortify the city’s strengths amid escalating economic 
and political uncertainty. 
 
On the eve of the 1940 International Festival, the Times ran several announcements inviting the 
public to celebrate “the virile democracy of America” with representatives of more than forty 
nations.72 “While the rest of the world is warring, and many nations are losing their identity,” the 
paper stressed, the International Institute offered local promises of peaceful exchange and global 
cooperation.73 The event paraded a cornucopia of foods, performances, and handicrafts as it had 
in years past, but an overt spirit of patriotism displaced the scaffolding of sisterhood that had 
once buttressed the festivities. “All hands were extended in the Flag salute as the participants 
pledged their allegiance” to the American flag, the Times assured its readers.74 

 
Organizational development, 1941-1945 
The U.S. officially entered World War II after the Empire of Japan launched a surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. This event set “in motion a wave of anti-Japanese sentiment 
in America that would ultimately disrespect, incarcerate, and economically devastate Japanese 
American families and communities.”75 On February 18, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
issued Executive Order 9066, which authorized the exclusion of persons of Japanese ancestry 
from prescribed military areas on the West Coast. One month later, the executive branch created 
the War Relocation Authority (WRA), a civilian agency to implement E.O. 9066 and to oversee 
the new concentration camps.  
 
The International Institute, along with several other local organizations, protested the 
incarceration mandate. As described in SurveyLA, IILA leaders “met with officials to persuade 
them to stop the forced removal of persons of Japanese ancestry; their efforts were 
unsuccessful.”76 Surviving records do not reveal how many of the IILA’s Japanese clients or 
staff were incarcerated during the war, but they were likely among the 37,000 people exiled to 
camps from Los Angeles County.  
 
Organizational development, 1945-1952 

 
71 Timothy G. Turner, “Los Angeles Area Forms New Cosmopolitan Center,” Los Angeles Times, August 1, 1937.  
72 “Colorful Program Planned for Festival of All Nations,” Los Angeles Times, October 7, 1940.  
73 “Institute Planning International Day,” Los Angeles Times, October 5, 1940. 
74 “American Flag Dominates Fete,” Los Angeles Times, October 12, 1940.  
75 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 1869-1970, 
50.  
76 Ibid., 53.  
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Like other International Institutes, the IILA contributed to Japanese American resettlement 
efforts after the war. Though the federal government provided temporary housing to returning 
residents in the Los Angeles area, the substandard trailers and barracks offered little 
improvement to life in the camps themselves.77 In 1946, Rafu Shimpo reported that Mrs. Sumner 
Spaulding was leading plans to create a “Referral Committee” at the Institute to “assist those 
Japanese who are in need of information in regards to jobs, medical attention, legal counseling, 
and welfare or housing.”78 Local advocates envisioned the committee as a local successor to the 
WRA, acting as a “clearing house of information” after the agency’s dissolution. The Institute 
hired Alice Grube, a former Poston War Relocation Center social worker, to head the committee, 
along with two Nisei social workers, Mrs. Chiyo Furukawa and Mrs. Tsuya Hori.79 In August 
1946, the Community Welfare Federation established a $6,000 emergency fund for the Institute 
to assist with emergency housing; a committee of former internees and local officials oversaw 
the fund.80  
 
Though providing basic services remained the Institute’s top priority during the resettlement 
period, the Institute continued to support cultural activities after the war. In particular, the 
organization opened its doors to Nisei clubs and social gatherings, believing that joint activities 
would help create “better citizens for tomorrow.”81 Group work -- such as clubs, classes, dances, 
and sports -- complemented the Institute’s casework program, which focused on family issues, 
naturalization, employment, and housing. The IILA continued to host Japanese American clubs 
at its Boyle Avenue headquarters into the 1960s and 1970s.82 
 
The postwar period also witnessed a change in leadership. After thirty-three years as Executive 
Secretary, Elsie Newton retired from her post in 1952. Esther Bartlett -- longtime IILA Assistant 
Executive and daughter of Progressive reformer Reverend Dana W. Bartlett -- succeeded her. 
Newton remained an active volunteer and member of the Institute’s Board of Directors until her 
death in 1965. Reflecting on the Institute’s growth under her leadership, the Times wrote: “Think 
of the myriad trials and errors any person would have when starting life in a foreign country, 
then picture the International Institute as the answer to all of them.”83 In his posthumous tribute 

 
77 Jean-Paul deGuzman, “Japanese American Resettlement in Postwar America: The Los Angeles Experience,” in 
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Urban American History, ed. Timothy J. Gilfoyle, vol. 1 (New York: Oxford 
University PRess, 2019), 762.  
78 “Referral Committee is Proposed to Aid Returnees,” Rafu Shimpo, April 19, 1946. Courtesy Kristen Hayashi.  
79 “Referral Staff Set to Assist Returnees,” Rafu Shimpo, June 29, 1946. Courtesy Kristen Hayashi.  
80 “22 Thousand Evacuees Back in L.A. County: 1000 Still Living in Hostels, 900 at Winona Camp,” Pacific 
Citizen, August 10, 1946.  
81 “Cite Services of International Institute,” Rafu Shimpo, October 11, 1946. Courtesy Kristen Hayashi.  
82 SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 72 
83 Norma H. Goodhue, “Elsie D. Newton Takes Leave of International Institute Post,” Los Angeles Times, 
November 2, 1952.  
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to the social worker, Dr. Emory S. Bogardus described her as “ever quick to sense the needs of 
newcomers from other lands.”84 
 
In addition to her support of Institute clients, Newton fostered a sense of community among the 
organization’s all-female staff. For example, census records from 1930 and 1940 show that 
Newton lived with her sister at 2461 Kenilworth Avenue in Silver Lake, where she rented rooms 
to Institute social workers.85  The end of her tenure coincided with postwar demographic changes 
in Boyle Heights, marking a shift in the organization’s founding Progressive ideas about cultural 
pluralism and the neighborhood’s role as a multiracial point of entry.  
 
 
Spanish Colonial Revival Architecture 
The International Institute of Los Angeles represents a rare, intact example of Spanish Colonial 
Revival architecture in Boyle Heights. According to SurveyLA, development in Boyle Heights 
pre-dated the popularization of period revival styles in Los Angeles, though several extant 
Mediterranean-inspired residential and religious buildings have been identified in the area.86  
 
Spanish Colonial Revival replaced Mission Revival as a favored regional style after the 1915 
Panama California Exposition in San Diego. Trade publications promoted designs indigenous to 
Mexico and the Mediterranean to local architects and builders, stressing “the appropriateness of 
Mediterranean form for a climate such as Southern California.”87 By 1920 -- a decade before the 
construction of 435 S. Boyle Avenue -- the architectural style had become a ubiquitous part of 
what writer Carey McWilliams would later term California’s Spanish “fantasy heritage.”88 
Middle- and upper-class white women, in particular, played a significant role in developing this 
regional culture and memory. According to historian Phoebe (Kropp) Young: 
 

Across the United States, women took on public roles in memory production: preserving 
historic structures, artifacts, and sentiments became a proper avocation for active society 
women of the late nineteenth century and Progressive Era, and these activities helped 
create favorable constituencies for suffrage...This activity was not, however, a tide that 
lifted all women regardless of race or class. In Southern California, as elsewhere, largely 

 
84 Emory S. Bogardus, “A Tribute to Elsie Delight Newton,” International Institute of Los Angeles.  
85 The 1930 census reveals that Esther Bartlett and Tsuya Tsukao Hori (Japanese Secretary) lived with Newton in 
Silver Lake. Bartlett also appeared in the Newton household in the 1940 census.  
86 SurveyLA, Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 44.  
87 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement; Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-
1980; Theme: Mediterranean and Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-1948, 15.  
88 Carey McWilliams, North from Mexico: The Spanish-Speaking People of the United States (New York: 
Greenwood Press, 1968), 37.   



HCM Application – International Institute of Los Angeles – 435 S. Boyle Avenue 
Written Statements A & B  

 24 

elite Anglo women were able to take advantage of the region’s Spanish past as a method 
of increasing their stature.89 

 
Between the 1910s and 1940s, the Spanish Colonial Revival appeared in residential, commercial, 
industrial, and institutional settings in Los Angeles. Its structural flexibility -- with buildings 
composed of assembled masses -- lent it to a variety of uses.90 Like other institutional examples 
of the style, 435 S. Boyle Avenue featured wood-frame construction, horizontal massing, brick 
masonry, and tilework, and its masses were organized around an entry patio and a central 
courtyard.  
 
The IILA’s courtyard played a significant role in the organization’s cultural activities and social 
gatherings, including its annual International Day festival. To proponents of the Spanish past, the 
enclosed space embodied the spirit of “romance, history, and tradition” in California’s built 
environment.91 The IILA also rented this space to outside associations, including the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA). In 1934, the AIA hosted a gala in the courtyard, which featured an 
exhibition on Mexican architects as well as Mexican cuisine and entertainment. The Los Angeles 
Times reported: “The patio setting [was] perfect [and] a sense of new prosperity [was] in the air, 
topped off with the presence of gallant senor [sic] architects galore, senor consular officials and a 
fancy array of nice senoras.”92 

 
 
Webber & Spaulding 
The International Institute of Los Angeles is significant for its association with the architectural 
firm of Webber & Spaulding. Known for their residential work in Southern California, master 
architects Sumner Spaulding and Walter I. Webber founded the firm of Webber and Spaulding in 
1921. Limited biographic information exists on the early careers of both men. Webber (1864-
1943) lived in Pasadena at the start of his career, where he completed a number of independent 
single-family and multi-family residential commissions. Spaulding (1892-1952) received his 
undergraduate degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1916 and trained as a 
draftsman following his military service in World War I. He became a licensed architect in 1921, 
the same year he began his partnership with Webber, and continued his education in Europe in 
the early 1920s.93  
 

 
89 Phoebe Kropp, California Vieja: Culture and Memory in a Modern American Place (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2006), 11.  
90 SurveyLA, Mediterranean and Indigenous Revival Architecture, 25.  
91 Kropp quotes architect Elmer Grey’s espousal of patios and tiled courtyards in California Vieja, 167.  
92 Alma Whitaker, “Sugar and Spice,” Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1934. 
93 Tim Gregory, “Webber, Staunton & Spaulding: An Architectural Partnership,” The Building Biographer, 10 
http://www.buildingbiographer.com/Website%20basic%20history%20example%20%201_2.pdf 
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From 1923 to 1928, the pair partnered with William Field Staunton, Jr. under the joint venture of 
Webber, Staunton & Spaulding before returning to a two-person partnership after Staunton’s 
departure. During their years with Staunton, Spaulding and Webber completed some of their 
most acclaimed commissions, including the 1924 Malaga Cove Plaza in Palos Verdes; the 1927 
“Greenacres” estate for silent film star Harold Lloyd (HCM #279); and the 1928 Avalon Casino 
on Catalina Island.94 In addition to numerous private residences, they also designed at least one 
institutional facility during this period: St. Lawrence of Brindisi Parish Catholic School in 1924 
(10122 Compton Ave; original school building not extant).95  
 
According to historian Tim Gregory: 

 
In 1925, the Pacific Coast Architect magazine characterized the partnership’s work as 
“restrained, thoughtful, and yet far from being commonplace or stereotyped.” They were 
praised for avoiding the “picturesque and bizarre” that was all the rage in the age of the 
flapper. Webber and his associates carefully studied all the conditions and requirements 
of the site and the client and expressed them in a direct and simple structure. 
Emphasizing proportion, balance, and solidity, their houses still managed a good use of 
the texture and color of the building materials that were available.96  

 
Records are unclear as to when Webber and Spaulding parted ways. Webber is believed to have 
retired in the early 1930s, making 435 S. Boyle Avenue one of the firm’s final projects. After 
Webber’s death and the end of World War II, Spaulding took on a wider range of civic and 
institutional projects, including schools, hospitals, and housing projects. From 1937 to 1943, he 
chaired a committee of the AIA tasked with designing the Los Angeles Civic Center and 
contributed to John C. Austin’s master plan for the Los Angeles Municipal Airport from 1940 to 
1941. He was named a Fellow of the AIA and served as head of its Slum Clearance and Urban 
Redevelopment Committee and as president of its Southern California Chapter. Other 
professional affiliations included the Community Welfare Federation of Los Angeles, the 
American Society of Planning Officials, the National Housing Conference, and the California 
Housing and Planning Association. He continued to design residential properties during this 
period, including Case Study House #2 in Pasadena (with John Rex in 1947). He also lectured at 
the University of Southern California (beginning in 1923) and Scripps College.97  
 
 

 
94 For a list of key projects, see David Gebhard and Robert Winter, An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles (Salt 
Lake City: Gibbs Smith Publisher, 2003).  
95 St. Lawrence of Brindisi Catholic School, “School History,” accessed August 6, 2019, 
http://www.stlawrencebrindisi.com/about/school-history/.  
96 Gregory, 11.  
97 Gregory, 12. See also Deborah Howell-Ardila, ““Writing Our Own Program”: The USC Experiment in Modern 
Architectural Pedagogy, 1930 to 1960,” Master’s Thesis (University of Southern California, 2010), 2.  
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Primary facade, view west. Photo: Laura Dominguez, 2017.



Primary entrance, view west. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Forecourt, view west. Photo by Laura Dominguez, 2017.



Balcony on north courtyard facade, view northeast. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard, view west. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard, view north exiting entry hallway. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard, view southwest. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Auditorium interior, view northwest. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Auditorium interior, view southwest. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Rear (west) facade, view east. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Secondary elevation (south), view facing northwest. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Covered walkway at south facade, view northeast. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Secondary elevation (north), view west. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Secondary elevation (south), view east. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Forecourt mural on perimeter wall, view east. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard fountain. Photo by: Laura Dominguez, 2017.



Entry hallway reception window. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Brick bench in entry hallway. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.
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Group photo of Mexican American women on International Institute outing, circa 1920. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



Women’s group at Perry House (1315 Pleasant Avenue), circa 1920. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



Korean American women with their children in an English class at the International Institute, 1922. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



A group in costume at the International Institute’s Fourth of July celebration in 1923. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



International Institute brochure, 1924. YWCA of Los Angeles Collection, Special Collections and Archives, Oviatt Library 



International Institute brochure, 1924. YWCA of Los Angeles Collection, Special Collections and Archives, Oviatt Library 



International Day program at the International Institute, 1924. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



Japanese Girls’ Day Festival, circa 1930. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



Children dancing at International Institute festivals, 1931-1961. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



View of the courtyard at the International Institute administration building, 1932. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



Planning International Day with Mrs. Otto Wartenweiler, c. 1932. Courtesy International Institute of Los Angeles 



International Day Festival, 1933. Courtesy International Institute of Los Angeles 



Photo collage of girls studying and reading at the Children’s library at the International Institute, 1933. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 



Student artwork documenting the International Institute, “Breed Street 
News Flashes,” 1938. Courtesy International Institute of Los Angeles 



Czech dance group at the International Institute, circa 1940. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection 
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Case Number: CPC-1987-268-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT FROM PUBLIC & QUASI-PUBLIC (PRIVATE SCHOOL, HOSPITAL, CEMETERY, ETC.)(FOOTNOTE
#3-QUASI-PUBLIC LAND DESIGNATION ON THIS MAP INDICATES EXISTING USES WHICH ARE ANTICIPATED TO REMAIN.
THE PLAN DOES NOT PROPOSE PUBLIC ACQUISITION) TO HIGHWAY ORIENTED/LIMITED COMMERCIAL (C1,C2, P) AND
ZONE CHANGE FROM R4-2 TO |T|Q|C2-2.

Case Number: ZA-1989-789-PAD

Required Action(s): PAD-PLAN APPROVAL ONLY FOR A DEEMED-TO-BE-APPROVED CU

Project Descriptions(s): INT'L INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES WITH AN ADDITION OF OFFICE SPACE IN THE FRONT OF THE PROPERTY IN THE R4-2
ZONE.

Case Number: ENV-2016-2906-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: ENV-2015-1463-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): A CODE AMENDMENT TO CREATE A CLEAN UP GREEN UP (CUGU) SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT AS AN OVERLAY  AND
IMPLEMENT IT OVER PARTS OF PACOIMA/SUN VALLEY, BOYLE HEIGHTS, AND WILMINGTON IN ADDITION TO TWO
CITYWIDE AMENDMENTS.

Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

Case Number: ENV-2007-5600-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): BOYLE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION (FORMERLY CPU4)

Case Number: ENV-2007-3037-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ORDINANCE THAT FACILITATES DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE LA-RIO BOUNDARIES TO
ENHANCE THE WATERSHED, URBAN DESIGN AND MOBILITY OF THE AREA.  THESE BOUNDARIES ARE ADJACENT TO, NOT
INSIDE, THE LOS ANGELES RIVER ON LAND ALREADY ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT.

Case Number: ND-83-377-ZC-HD

Required Action(s): HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-184246

ORD-183145

ORD-183144

ORD-171938

ORD-169208-SA1040

ORD-129279

PRIOR-06/01/1946

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org
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603 N. Breed Street 
Los Angeles, California 90033 

 
 
August 27, 2019 
 
 
Melissa Jones 
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Ms. Jones, 
 
On behalf of the Boyle Heights Community Partners and a group of historians and 
preservationists, we submit a Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the property located at 
435 S. Boyle Avenue in the Boyle Heights neighborhood. Since 1924, the subject property has 
been associated with the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA), one of more than fifty 
immigrant-serving agencies to open nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association (YWCA) in the early twentieth century. The site is significant for its 
associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of 
immigration in Los Angeles. As a community-serving institution, the subject property is 
emblematic of Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial diversity prior to World War I and through the post-
World War II-era. The subject property is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival 
architecture in an institutional setting.   
 
Given the subject property is zoned R4, within a transit priority area, and currently on the market, 
we are concerned about the potential for demolition and/or loss of character-defining features of 
this important historic and cultural site. To document and conserve an important part of Los 
Angeles heritage, we submit the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the International 
Institute of Los Angeles.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Vivian Escalante 
President, Boyle Heights Community Partners 
 
Enclosure 
 
Cc: Laura Dominguez, University of Southern California 
       M. Rosalind Sagara, Los Angeles Conservancy 
       
	





INITIAL 
SUBMISSIONS 

 
The following submissions by the public are in compliance with the Commission Rules 
and Operating Procedures (ROPs), Rule 4.3a. The Commission’s ROPs can be 
accessed at http://planning.lacity.org, by selecting “Commissions, Boards & 
Hearings” and selecting the specific Commission. 
 
 
The following submissions are not integrated or addressed in the Staff Report but have 
been distributed to the Commission. 
 
 
Material which does not comply with the submission rules is not distributed to the 
Commission. 
 
ENABLE BOOKMARKS ONLINE: 
 

**If you are using Explorer, you will need to enable the Acrobat toolbar    to see 
the bookmarks on the left side of the screen. 
 
If you are using Chrome, the bookmarks are on the upper right-side of the screen. If you 
do not want to use the bookmarks, simply scroll through the file. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Commission Office at (213) 978-1300. 



  
Caroline Luce Ph.D. 
310 Royce Hall 
Box 951485 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1485 
310-825-5387 
cluce@humnet.ucla.edu 

 
 
 
 
Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission 
200 N. Spring Street #667 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: Support for International Institute of Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument nomination   
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
I am writing today as both an historian and a concerned Angeleno offer my support to the nomination of the 
International Institute of Los Angeles as a Historic Cultural Monument.  
 
In the past few years, Americans have been reckoning with our collective past and how best to commemorate 
our history. We have had vital – and often heated – debates about confederate statues, about the centrality of 
slavery to our nation’s founding, and about how to apply the lessons of the Holocaust and Japanese internment 
to the crisis unfolding at our southern border. Representation has been central to these debates: whose stories 
shall we chose to remember and whose shall we chose to forget? Whose experiences are worth celebrating, 
elevating, and preserving? These questions are central to our ethical and methodological training as historians 
and we are encouraged to see citizens engaging in debates about them in such meaningful, public ways.  
 
Recognizing the International Institute as a Historic Cultural Monument presents an opportunity to celebrate the 
values of service, civic engagement, and good citizenship. At a time when many of Los Angeles’ most 
prominent civic and business leaders tried to prevent or discourage immigrants from making the city their 
home, making disparaging and often racist and xenophobic comments about them and restricting their access to 
public health and housing support, the folks at the International Institute reached out to help them.  They offered 
vocational training, childcare services, and educational and recreational programs, and a safe space and refuge 
for immigrant families. For over 100 years, they have advocated on behalf of immigrants and by doing so, 
forged partnerships and alliances that spread far beyond the community of Boyle Heights.  As a historian, these 
are the stories I am most interested in researching, teaching and writing about, as they help students to recognize 
their own historical agency and make positive change in their local communities. And I believe these are values 
we should be celebrating and commemorating in our public spaces. I urge you as commissioners to do by 
designating the International Institute as a Historic Cultural Monument.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Caroline Luce, Ph.D. 
Associate Director, UCLA Alan D. Leve Center for Jewish Studies  
Curator, “Jewish Histories in Multiethnic Boyle Heights”  
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August 30, 2019 

Melissa Jones 
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Dear Ms. Jones, 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my/our support for the Historic-Cultural 
Monument (HCM) designation of the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA) located 
at 435 S. Boyle Avenue. The IILA was one of more than fifty immigrant-serving agencies 
to open nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) in the early twentieth century. The site is significant for its associations with 
Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of immigration in Los 
Angeles. In addition to the important social history this site represents, the property is an 
excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting and 
in the Boyle Heights neighborhood.  

The Boyle Heights Historical Society is a membership-based non-profit organization 
whose mission is to engage the public's interest to collect, preserve, appreciate and share 
knowledge relevant to the diverse social, ethnic, cultural, geographic and architectural 
heritage of Boyle Heights within its regional context.  
 
Boyle Heights is among the oldest neighborhoods in Los Angeles. There are many historic 
and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights, yet few have achieved HCM status. 
We urge you to take into consideration the designation of the International Institute of Los 
Angeles.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you should have any questions or concerns.  

Sincerely, 

 

Alex Tenorio 
eliseotenorio@yahoo.com 
	



 
 
 
March 2, 2020 
 
 
 
Melissa Jones 
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
melissa.jones@lacity.org 
 
 
RE: CHC-2020-899-HCM 435, Support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the 

International Institute of Los Angeles, 435 S. Boyle Avenue  

 
Dear Ms. Jones, 
 
I am writing today to express my support for the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the 
International Institute of Los Angeles located at 435 S. Boyle Avenue in Boyle Heights. Established in 
the early 1900s, the International Institute of Los Angeles is significant for its long history of fighting for 
immigrants’ rights, and standing as a bastion of Progressive Era reform. The site was often a community 
centerpiece of festivals and gatherings that highlighted diverse cultural programing that fostered greater 
cross-cultural understanding. The property itself highlights the diversity of the Boyle Heights community, 
and is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting.   
 
As the state representative of the 53rd District that includes Boyle Heights, I know that there are many 
historic and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights. I urge you to take into consideration the 
designation of the International Institute of Los Angeles as a historic-cultural monument. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to reach out to my District Director, Mark Gonzalez, at (213) 620-4646 or at 
Mark.Gonzalez@asm.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

S 

 
MIGUEL SANTIAGO 
Assembly Member, 53rd District 
 



Wednesday March 4, 2020 
 
Melissa Jones 
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
melisssa.jones@lacity.org 
 
 
RE: CHC-2020-899-HCM 435, Support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the 
International Institute of Los Angeles, 435 S. Boyle Avenue  
 
Dear Ms. Jones, 
 
I support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the International Institute of Los 
Angeles located at 435 S. Boyle Avenue in Boyle Heights. The International Institute of Los 
Angeles is significant for its associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social 
movements, and patterns of immigration in Los Angeles. As a community-serving 
institution, the property represents Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial diversity and is an excellent 
example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting.   
 
 
I am an urban planner, and one distant strand of our family came to Boyle Heights back in 
the 1920’s. It welcomed all of our immigrant parents and family members back then. I am 
also an elected representative on my local neighborhood council, although I am writing this 
on my personal behalf.  

There are many historic and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights, yet few have 
been locally designated. We urge you to approve the designation of the International 
Institute of Los Angeles. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (323) 868-5383 or 
carrieasutkin@gmail.com should you have any questions or concerns.  

  
 
Sincerely, 
	

	

Carrie	Sutkin,	DPPD	

2438	Gatewood	Street	

Los	Angeles,	CA	90031	



24 March 2020 
 
Melissa Jones 
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
RE: CHC-2020-899-HCM 435, Support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the 
International Institute of Los Angeles, 435 S. Boyle Avenue  
 
Dear Ms. Jones, 
 
I am writing to support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the International Institute 
of Los Angeles located at 435 S. Boyle Avenue in Boyle Heights. The International Institute of 
Los Angeles is significant for its associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social 
movements, and patterns of immigration in Los Angeles. As a community-serving institution, the 
property represents Boyle Heights’ ethnic and racial diversity and is an excellent example of 
Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting.   
 
I have long been involved in research and writing on the history of Boyle Heights, including the 
founding of the community by William H. Workman and associates and other aspects, and as a 
research associate with the Japanese-American National Museum’s exhibit and programming on 
Boyle Heights from 2000-2003; as a member of the Boyle Heights Historical Society’s Advisory 
Board since its founding in 2005; and in maintaining the Society’s blog on Boyle Heights history 
since 2009. 

There are many historic and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights, yet few have been 
locally designated. I certainly hope that the OHP will take into consideration the designation of 
the International Institute of Los Angeles, as it is deserving for so many reasons. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 714.993.3174 or lahilahi@roadrunner.com should you have any 
questions.  

  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Paul R. Spitzzeri  
Museum Director  
Workman and Temple Family Homestead Museum  
City of Industry 



603 N. BREED STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90033 

 
 
August 27, 2019 
 
 
Melissa Jones 
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Ms. Jones, 
 
On behalf of the Boyle Heights Community Partners and a group of historians and 
preservationists, we submit a Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the property located at 
435 S. Boyle Avenue in the Boyle Heights neighborhood. Since 1924, the subject property has 
been associated with the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA), one of more than fifty 
immigrant-serving agencies to open nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association (YWCA) in the early twentieth century. The site is significant for its 
associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of 
immigration in Los Angeles. As a community-serving institution, the subject property is 
emblematic of Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial diversity prior to World War I and through the post-
World War II-era. The subject property is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival 
architecture in an institutional setting.   
 
Given the subject property is zoned R4, within a transit priority area, and currently on the market, 
we are concerned about the potential for demolition and/or loss of character-defining features of 
this important historic and cultural site. To document and conserve an important part of Los 
Angeles heritage, we submit the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the International 
Institute of Los Angeles.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Vivian Escalante 
President, Boyle Heights Community Partners 
 
Enclosure 
 
Cc: Laura Dominguez, PhD Candidate in History, University of Southern California 
       M. Rosalind Sagara, Los Angeles Conservancy 
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February 27, 2020

Melissa Jones
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the International Institute of Los Angeles, 435 
S. Boyle Avenue 

Dear Ms. Jones,

On behalf of the Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council, we unanimously have voted on February 26, 2020 
to support the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination of the International Institute of Los Angeles 
located at 435 S. Boyle Avenue in Boyle Heights. The International Institute of Los Angeles is significant 
for its associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of immigration 
in Los Angeles. As a community-serving institution, the property represents Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial 
diversity and is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting.  

Our neighborhood’s history has many facets, and historic preservation helps tell these stories, our 
stories. In fact, the one of the new board members elected shared his family history in relationship the the 
International Institute of Los Angeles. Boyle Heights is rich with history and culture and it the board 
recognizes the importance of protecting these monuments because it is our shared connection that 
makes us so unique. 

There are many historic and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights, yet few have been locally 
designated. We urge you to take into consideration the designation of the International Institute of Los 
Angeles. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (213) 342-1380  or polanco.bhnc@gmail.com should you 
have any questions or concerns. 
 

Sincerely,

Veronica Polanco, President 
Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council 
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