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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 KING EDWARD HOTEL 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Liza Bereton 
 c/o AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
 6225 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor 
 Los Angeles, CA  90028 
      
 AOF Bristol 423, LLC et al. 
 c/o Capital Foresight/Accounting Department 
 2980 Beverly Glen Circle, Suite 300 
 Bel Air, CA 90077 
 
PREPARERS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney 
 GEHPC 
 6444 Kraft Avenue 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: May 7, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of June 20, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-288-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-289-CE   
 
Location: 117-131 East 5th Street;  

    455 South Los Angeles Street 
Council District: 14 – Huizar 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Rivara and Vignolo Tract, Block 

C, Lots 10 and 11 and the NW 40-
feet of Lots 8 and 9 

 
 



CHC-2020-288-HCM  
117-131 East 5th Street; 455 South Los Angeles Street 
Page 2 of 7 
 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources  
  
Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—February 13, 2020 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The King Edward Hotel “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, 
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with 
the early 20th century development of hotels in Downtown Los Angeles, and as the home 
of the King Eddy Saloon, a business important to the commercial identity of Downtown 
Los Angeles that has continuously operated at the property since the 1930s. 
 

• The King Edward Hotel “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, 
or method of construction” and “represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, 
or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age” as an excellent example of 
a commercial building in the Beaux Arts architectural style, and as a significant work of 
master architect John Parkinson.  
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The King Edward Hotel is a six-story commercial building located at the northwest corner of South 
Los Angeles Street and East Fifth Street in Downtown Los Angeles. Constructed in 1905, the 
subject property was designed in the Beaux Arts architectural style by Los Angeles master 
architects John Parkinson (1861-1935) and Edwin Bergstrom. The subject property was one of 
the earliest hotels constructed in what would become the hotel district in Downtown Los Angeles 
in the early 20th century. It is also the longtime location of the King Eddy Saloon, a neighborhood 
bar that has been in continuous operation at the site, under different variations of the name, since 
1933. 
 
After 1895, downtown Los Angeles hotel construction was inspired by two passenger rail depots 
that served transcontinental routes. During this time, the migration west to California was mainly 
for seasonal jobs and employment in the soon-to-be bourgeoning automobile manufacturing 
industry and film industry. After 1895, in response to the increasing number of rail travelers, the 
downtown hotel became larger and taller and took on a luxuriousness that either catered to 
businessmen or served as a respectable family hostelry. New construction technology allowed 
for taller buildings with the use of steel and concrete or terra cotta and hollow tile framing instead 
of wood framing. After the construction of the King Edward and Alexandria Hotels, several more 
hotels joined the area, including the Baltimore, Rosslyn, and Cecil. These hotels played a 
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fundamental role in the way tourists envisioned and experienced Los Angeles in the early 20th 
century. 
 
L-shaped in plan, the subject property is of steel frame and brick construction with a flat roof. The 
building features a tripartite façade with the base, shaft, and cap separated by dentilled and egg-
and-dart stringcourses and a projecting dentilled cornice corbeled out on dentil and egg-and-dart 
moldings. The primary, south-facing elevation fronts East Fifth Street and is eight bays wide with 
double-height storefronts on the ground floor. The lobby entrance is located in the third 
westernmost bay and consists of metal double doors with a metal canopy. The east-facing 
elevation fronts South Los Angeles Street and is four bays wide. Fenestration consists of mostly 
double-hung wood windows, double-hung vinyl windows, multi-lite storefronts, and multi-lite 
transom windows with a center hopper window. The interior of the hotel features a double-height 
lobby with a mosaic tile floor and marble columns, crown molding, marble wainscoting, and one 
of the original wooden elevators with brass doors. There is a large room under 129-131 East Fifth 
Street that contains remnants of a stage, kitchen, and murals on the ceiling and walls.  
 
Born in Scorton, England in 1861, John Parkinson apprenticed in construction while studying 
engineering and drafting at night school. He immigrated to the United States in 1891 and relocated 
to Los Angeles by 1894. In 1905, Parkinson started an architectural firm with Edwin Bergstrom. 
By 1906, Parkinson alone had already designed over a hundred office buildings, hotels, banks, 
residences, and club houses in Los Angeles. In 1915, after ten years of partnership, Parkinson 
and Bergstrom went their separate ways. In 1920, he partnered with his son Donald Parkinson to 
form Parkinson & Parkinson. Some of Parkinson’s well-known works in the Los Angeles area 
include Grand Central Market (1898, HCM #1183), the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum (1921), 
Los Angeles City Hall (1928, HCM #150), and Union Station (1939, HCM #101). Parkinson died 
in Los Angeles in 1935. 
 
The subject property has undergone several alterations over the years that include the addition 
of an iron and stained glass marquise in 1914; the replacement of plate glass windows with metal 
gates at 131 East Fifth Street in 1923; the addition of a mezzanine in the lobby in 1925; the cutting 
of the cornice for a fire escape ladder in 1955; the infill of some storefront windows in 1959; 
installation of a new storefront in 1960; the replacement of some ground floor masonry elements 
with metal decking in 1972; the installation of two projecting signs for the King Eddy in 2013; and 
the replacement of some windows and alterations to storefront windows and entrances at 
unknown dates. 
 
The subject property was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
in 2009 and was listed on the California Register of Historical Resources as a Contributor to the 
Fifth Street-Main Street Commercial Historic District. In addition, SurveyLA, the citywide historic 
resources survey, identified the subject property as individually eligible for listing under the 
national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent example of Beaux Arts commercial 
architecture in Downtown Los Angeles, as a work of noted Los Angeles architects Parkinson and 
Bergstrom, as an excellent example of an early 20th century hotel in Downtown Los Angeles, and 
as the long-term location of the King Eddy Saloon, a business important to the commercial identity 
and prohibition history of Downtown Los Angeles. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The King Edward Hotel meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city 
or community” for its association with the early 20th century development of hotels in Downtown 
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Los Angeles, and as the home of the King Eddy Saloon, a business important to the commercial 
identity of Downtown Los Angeles that has continuously operated at the property since the 1930s; 
and it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” 
and “represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age” as an excellent example of a commercial building in the Beaux Arts 
architectural style, and a significant work of master architect John Parkinson.  
 
The presence of transcontinental rail depots, high demand for seasonal labor, and growing 
migration and tourism prompted the construction of numerous hotels in the eastern portion of 
Downtown Los Angeles in the early 20th century. Unlike earlier lodging types, these hotels were 
typically larger and more luxurious, utilizing new construction techniques and amenities like 
electricity, elevators, and steam heating. The King Edward Hotel was built as part of this hotel 
boom; located near 6th Street and Main Street, where the Pacific Electric Railway had established 
a new terminal and headquarters in 1905, it marked the expansion of the city’s central business 
district into what had previously been an industrial area. During the 1920s and 30s, affluent 
travelers increasingly looked to newer hotels located elsewhere in the city, and the many hotels 
in the eastern portion of Downtown, including the King Edward, were largely converted to single-
room occupancy housing. 
 
The King Eddy Saloon, located on the ground floor of the King Edward Hotel, has been in 
operation under various names since 1933. The space originally housed a bar, which closed in 
1918 as California moved to restrict sale and consumption of alcohol. In 1921, after the beginning 
of Prohibition at the federal level, former saloon operators Ernest Vierke and A.M. Miller opened 
what was ostensibly a soda fountain in the space. However, the infilled windows and decorated 
cellar with a stage suggest that it was a front for a speakeasy. The business received an alcohol 
license in 1933, when Prohibition was repealed. Since then, the King Eddy Saloon has been an 
important fixture in the social life of Downtown and Skid Row, attracting a regular clientele that 
has included authors John Fante and Charles Bukowski, as well as many residents of the 
surrounding area.  
 
The King Edward Hotel reflects the dominance of Beaux Arts architecture in Downtown Los 
Angeles in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when it served as a marker of the growing city’s 
prosperity. The property’s symmetrical composition, tripartite form, prominent cornice with dentils 
and molding, and interior columns all reflect the style as applied to a multistory commercial 
building. While the property has experienced some alterations, particularly on the interior, it 
maintains a high degree of integrity overall.  
 
John Parkinson (1861-1935) was a prolific master architect who was instrumental in shaping the 
built environment of Downtown Los Angeles in the early 20th century and created some of the 
city’s most iconic commercial, civic, and institutional buildings. Within Parkinson’s body of work, 
the King Edward Hotel is significant as being among his initial experiments in developing 
economical, fireproof construction methods. Instead of framing the entire building with iron and 
steel as he employed in previous projects such as Grand Central Market, in designing the King 
Edward Hotel, he utilized hollow, semi-porous tile partitions to form the supports for the floors and 
walls above the first floor. In addition, the King Edward Hotel is unique in that it was designed by 
Parkinson as a business venture for himself; it remained in his family’s name until 1962. 
 
Despite interior and exterior alterations, the subject property is largely intact and retains a high 
level of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association to 
convey its significance. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the King Edward Hotel as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that 
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.  
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2020-289-CE was prepared on February 14, 2020.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On January 14, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On February 6, 
2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. On 
February 13, 2020, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and 
Milofsky visited the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources. In 
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accordance with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10, on March 17, 2020, the 
owner requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. The original 
expiration date of June 20, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the 
Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling 
of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of 
Emergency Orders. 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 KING EDWARD HOTEL 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Liza Brereton 
 c/o AIDS Healthcare Foundation  
 6225 Sunset Blvd., 21st Floor 
 Los Angeles, CA  90028 
 
PREPARERS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney 
 GEHPC 
 6444 Kraft Avenue 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 6, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-288-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-289-CE   
 
Location: 117-131 East 5th Street;  

    455 South Los Angeles Street 
Council District: 14 – Huizar 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Rivara and Vignolo Tract, Block C, 

Lots 10 and 11 and the NW 40-feet 
of Lots 8 and 9 

 

AOF Bristol 423, LLC Et al.  
c/o Capital Foresight/ Accounting Dept. 
2980 Beverly Glen Circle, Suite 300 
Bel Air, CA  90077 
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SUMMARY 
 
The King Edward Hotel is a six-story commercial building located at the northwest corner of 
South Los Angeles Street and East Fifth Street in Downtown Los Angeles. Constructed in 1905, 
the subject property was designed in the Beaux Arts architectural style by Los Angeles master 
architects John Parkinson (1861-1935) and Edwin Bergstrom. The subject property was one of 
the earliest hotels constructed in what would become the hotel district in Downtown Los Angeles 
in the early 20th century. It is also the longtime location of the King Eddy Saloon, a 
neighborhood bar that has been in continuous operation at the site, under different variations of 
the name, since 1933. 
 
After 1895, downtown Los Angeles hotel construction was inspired by two passenger rail depots 
that served transcontinental routes. During this time, the migration west to California was mainly 
for seasonal jobs and employment in the soon-to-be bourgeoning automobile manufacturing 
industry and film industry. After 1895, in response to the increasing amount of rail travelers, the 
downtown hotel became larger and taller and took on a luxuriousness that either catered to 
businessmen or served as a respectable family hostelry. New construction technology allowed 
for taller buildings with the use of steel and concrete or terra cotta and hollow tile framing 
instead of wood framing. After the construction of the King Edward and Alexandria Hotels, 
several more hotels joined the area, including the Baltimore, Rosslyn, and Cecil. These hotels 
played a fundamental role in the way tourists envisioned and experienced Los Angeles in the 
early 20th century. 
 
L-shaped in plan, the subject property is of steel frame and brick construction with a flat roof. 
The building features a tripartite façade with the base, shaft, and cap separated by dentilled and 
egg-and-dart stringcourses and a projecting dentilled cornice corbeled out on dentil and egg-
and-dart moldings. The primary, south-facing elevation fronts East Fifth Street and is eight bays 
wide with double-height storefronts on the ground floor. The lobby entrance is located in the 
third westernmost bay and consists of metal double doors with a metal canopy. The east-facing 
elevation fronts South Los Angeles Street and is four bays wide. Fenestration consists of mostly 
double-hung wood windows, double-hung vinyl windows, multi-lite storefronts, and multi-lite 
transom windows with a center hopper window. The interior of the hotel features a double-
height lobby with a mosaic tile floor and marble columns, crown molding, marble wainscoting, 
and one of the original wooden elevators with brass doors. There is a large room under 129-131 
East Fifth Street that contains remnants of a stage, kitchen, and murals on the ceiling and walls.  
 
Born in Scorton, England in 1861, John Parkinson apprenticed in construction while studying 
engineering and drafting at night school. He immigrated to the United States in 1891 and 
relocated to Los Angeles by 1894. In 1905, Parkinson started an architectural firm with Edwin 
Bergstrom. By 1906, Parkinson alone had already designed over a hundred office buildings, 
hotels, banks, residences, and club houses in Los Angeles. In 1915, after ten years of 
partnership, Parkinson and Bergstrom went their separate ways. In 1920, he partnered with his 
son Donald Parkinson to form Parkinson & Parkinson. Some of Parkinson’s well-known works in 
the Los Angeles area include Grand Central Market (1898, HCM #1183), the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum (1921), Los Angeles City Hall (1928, HCM #150), and Union Station (1939, 
HCM #101). Parkinson died in Los Angeles in 1935. 
 
The subject property has undergone several alterations over the years that include the addition 
of iron and stained glass marquise in 1914; the replacement of plate glass windows with metal 
gates at 131 East Fifth Street in 1923; the addition of a mezzanine in the lobby in 1925; the 
cutting of the cornice for a fire escape ladder in 1955; the infill of some storefront windows in 
1959; installation of a new storefront in 1960; the replacement of some ground floor masonry 
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elements with metal decking in 1972; the installation of two projecting signs for the King Eddy in 
2013; and the replacement of some windows and alterations to storefront windows and 
entrances at unknown dates. 
 
The subject property was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places and is listed on the California Register of Historical Resources as a Contributor to the 
Fifth Street-Main Street Commercial Historic District. In addition, SurveyLA, the citywide historic 
resources survey, identified the subject property as individually eligible for listing under the 
national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent example of Beaux Arts 
commercial architecture in Downtown Los Angeles, as a work of noted Los Angeles architects 
Parkinson and Bergstrom, as an excellent example of an early 20th century hotel in Downtown 
Los Angeles, and as the long-term location of the King Eddy Saloon, a business important to the 
commercial identity and prohibition history of Downtown Los Angeles. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or 
local history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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7A. Written Statement – Proposed Monument Description 

Located at the northwest corner of S. Los Angeles Street and E. Fifth Street in downtown Los 
Angeles, the King Edward Hotel is a Beaux Arts style commercial building constructed in 1905. 
It is located within the southern boundary of the Fifth Street-Main Street Commercial Historic 
District, of which it is a contributor. The district is determined eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places and is currently listed on the California Register of Historic Places. The 
building’s alley-facing (west) elevation is on the historically significant Werdin Place, also 
known as Indian Alley. This L-shaped building has a steel beam and structural clay tile 
construction and is clad in tan-colored, unglazed brick. The building is six stories in height, plus 
basement, with a heavy projected cornice with oversized, block dentil brackets and a frieze of 
protruding brick dentil, and egg-and-dart stone molding. The roof is low sloped, containing 
several ventilation turrets, an elevator, and stair bulkhead. All materials were said to be sourced 
in Los Angeles.1 

South Elevation 

There are two street-facing elevations. The E. Fifth Street (south) elevation is five bays wide. 
The bays are arranged in an alternating two window, three window sequence with a vertical, 
protruding, brick pattern between each bay creating the impression of pilasters. Most of the 
original, wooden, double-hung, one-over-one windows remain. Historically, the ground floor – 
hotel lobby, restaurant, and dining room – occupied the first three westernmost bays; the other 
two bays were occupied by three small retail shops. Between 1921 and 1923, the hotel restaurant 
and dining room were sectioned off and turned into two small retail spaces.  

The lobby entrance is located in the middle of the second westernmost bay. The 1914 iron and 
stained-glass canopy hangs over the recessed entrance; above it is an ornate crosshead with 
corbels. Both entrance doors are glass over one panel, metal clad, oversized double doors; there 
is a large, single-pane transom window. The retail storefronts have been altered over the years. 
The hotel lobby retains its original plate glass windows and prismatic glass tile transoms. The 
easternmost two storefronts retain their original prismatic glass tile transoms. Most of the 
remaining prismatic glass tile transoms have a small horizontal pivot window.  

In 1972, the ground floor exterior brick masonry was covered with a metal skin, likely cast iron, 
with ornamental elements, including spandrel beam, rope molding, and recessed panel piers and 
bulkheads. On the bottom of the pier of the westernmost bay, there is a cornerstone reading – 
JOHN PARKINSON ARCHITECT. The small neighborhood bar called the “King Eddy Saloon” 
occupies part of the forth and all of the fifth bays; its main entrance is recessed with a metal 
awning and there is an entrance to a very small bottle shop with a commercial glass door and a 
security door with a heavy galvanized metal screen.  

On the second, third, and six floors, there is a stringcourse of brick molding. Recessed brick lines 
create the impression of radiating flat arches over the windows of the second story. On the 
second and sixth stories, some horizontal brick layers are recessed creating the impression of 

                                                           
1 Los Angeles Times, “The King Edward Hotel,” V24. 
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large lighter-colored bands cut by thinner dark ones. On the mezzanine level, (roughly in the 
middle of the elevation) KING EDWARD HOTEL is spelled out in large raised letters. 

East Elevation 

The S. Los Angeles Street (east) elevation is three bays wide. The bays are arranged in an 
alternating one window, two window sequence with a vertical, protruding, brick pattern at each 
end creating the impression of rectangular quoins. Most of the original, wooden, double-hung, 
one-over-one windows remain. On the ground floor, the King Eddy Saloon occupies almost all 
of the three bays. Part of the northernmost bay contains a recessed service entrance with a six-
panel door and a security door with a heavy galvanized metal screen; its transom is covered with 
plywood. The southernmost bay is occupied by a small, vertical, neon sign reading – KING 
EDDY SALOON – and a service entrance with a six-panel door and a security door with a heavy 
galvanized metal screen. In 1923, all the plate glass was removed and the openings walled in. 
The original prismatic glass tile transoms with small horizontal pivot windows remain; they are 
painted black. The ground floor exterior brick masonry is covered with metal skin, likely cast 
iron, with ornamental elements, including spandrel beam, rope molding, and recessed panel piers 
and bulkheads. Near the recessed service entrance reads – JOHN PARKINSON PROPERTY – 
in brass letters embedded in the sidewalk.  

On the second, third, and six floors, the stringcourse of brick molding carries over from the E. 
Fifth Street elevation. Recessed brick lines create the impression of radiating flat arches over the 
windows of the second story. On the second and sixth stories, some horizontal brick layers are 
recessed, creating the impression of large lighter-colored bands cut by thinner dark ones. The 
second bay retains the original metal fire escape; in 1955 the cornice was cut so the fire escape 
could extend directly to the roof. 

North Elevation 

The north elevation faces a two-story building. Since the hotel was designed to have only outside 
rooms, the floors above the mezzanine are set back with evenly-spaced single windows; most of 
the original, wooden, double-hung, one-over-one windows remain. The structural clay tile is 
glazed and exposed. At the northeast corner of the L projection is a large red brick chimney with 
the red brick continuing to cover the entire northern side of the projection. A painted ghost sign 
at the roofline reads – KING EDWARD HOTEL ABSOLUTELY FIREPROOF. 

The west elevation faces Werdin Place, also known as Indian Alley. The ground floor contains 
three unevenly-spaced arched window openings and two large openings that have mostly been 
filled-in with red brick; one opening contains a large window, the other contains a metal roll-up 
fire door and a small window. The three windows appear to be vinyl. 

The west elevation is arranged in six bays. The bay’s irregular arrangement is due to the 
functional aspect of the hotel. From the north, the first bay is one window wide, the second bay 
is three windows wide, the third bay is one window wide, the fourth bay is two windows wide, 
the fifth bay is one window wide, and the sixth bay is one window wide. The window sizes are 
also irregular. Most of the original, wooden, double-hung, one-over-one windows remain. The 
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window openings on floors one through four are arched; the sixth floor’s openings are not 
arched. The first quarter of the elevation is rusticated brick; the rest is clad in tan-colored, 
unglazed brick. All of the ornamentation that adorns the E. Fifth Street (south) elevation can be 
seen on the north elevation, with the exception of the protruding brick pilasters and the recessed 
brick line radiating arches. 

Interior 

The hotel has 150 guest rooms, some with private baths. The guest room floors were renovated 
in 2018-2019. The double-height lobby retains most of its historic fabric. The lobby retains its 
multi-colored mosaic tile floor, Scagliola marble columns reaching floor to ceiling with large 
capitals, crown molding with corbels, marble wainscoting, dark Egyptian marble counter, arched 
wall niches framed in marble and topped with molding, a large molded-plaster mantel clock, 
Juliet balcony, marble mythical fish wall fountain, the original hotel safe, the wooden 
key/message wall cabinet, marble and metal console table, and one of the original wooden 
elevators with brass doors. Over both elevator doors are original stained glass arched transoms 
behind plywood. The original garden-themed murals in the arched wall niches have been painted 
over. Parkinson’s hometown flower, the Red Rose of Lancaster, can be found throughout the 
lobby. 

The mezzanine woman’s balcony was added in 1925. The banister and newels are cast iron; the 
handrails are made of wood and the risers and treads are carpeted. The small wood-and-glass 
partitioned space behind the mezzanine stairs was likely added at the same time; the space was 
likely used for women traveling alone to discretely check-in to the hotel. 

Interior – King Eddy Saloon 

The King Eddy Saloon at 129-131 E. Fifth Street is at the northwest corner of E. Fifth and S. Los 
Angeles Streets. The storefront at 131 has been continuously associated with the sale of drink 
and food since 1921. The interior has been remodeled through the years. In 1923, 131’s large 
plate glass windows were removed and the openings closed. A building permit from 1933 shows 
the current concrete stairs, which provided direct basement access from the rear of the bar. In 
approximately 1960, the wall between 131 and 129 was removed, combining the two storefronts. 
The King Eddy Saloon’s defining feature is its large, circa 1960, horseshoe-shaped bar. 

Interior – Basement 

About two-thirds of the basement was dedicated to the running of the hotel; it is currently used 
as storage. Some remnants of that period remain- wooden shelves labeled “towels,” “face 
clothes,” and “bed sheets,” painted wall signage, wooden doors, marble wainscoting, freight 
elevators, and boilers.  

The easternmost one-third of the basement still functions as storage; rooms roughly matching the 
footprints of the storefronts above are separated by walls of structural clay tile. A small room at 
the northernmost side under 127 E. Fifth Street appears to have been a men’s restroom. Graffiti 
from 1905 to the 1930s is written in lead and grease pencil on the walls; the messages and 
responses are mostly sexual, both heterosexual and homosexual, and the language reflects the 
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period. The drawings depict women in period dress and hairstyles. There are four distinct 
drawings which depict people from the early 1900s period, including a Chinese man with a 
queue hairstyle. In addition, a man named “Willie Garing,” wrote his initials on the wall multiple 
times throughout the period. Off this small room is a stairway that appears to lead to 127 E. Fifth 
Street; it has been sealed at both openings. Missing structural clay tiles reveal period artifacts and 
debris from 1932. The small room’s graffiti and stairway are recent discoveries and need further 
study. 

The large room under 129-131 E. Fifth Street contains a small room and a restroom on the 
northernmost wall. The remnants of a kitchen (likely installed in the early 1920s) are along the 
easternmost wall, along with a large steel stove hood, food preparation spaces, a cold room, and 
a freight elevator. There appears to have once been a, roughly, ten-foot wooden stage at the 
southeast corner; the depth of the stage has been modified over the years. Found under the stage 
were sewing needles, bobbin, thread, thread puller, and thimbles that appear to be of the time. 

Most of the walls, structural posts, and ceiling appear to have once been completely covered with 
a painted mural; water has damaged much of the mural and some of it has been painted over. The 
mural is painted in the German Expressionist style. Each element in the mural has heavy black 
outline; the mural uses the colors green, brown, yellow, red, and blue. The murals on the 
southernmost and northernmost walls, structural posts, and ceiling contain pastoral scenes of 
trees, bushes, hills, houses, and clear skies; the houses are reminiscent of multistoried Bavarian 
houses and the landscape is suggestive of Dr. Seuss illustrations. 

The westernmost wall and the kitchen wooden partition wall contains the best-preserved part of 
the mural; it is a ratskeller motif with a pattern of wooden-barrel beer kegs housed in cracking, 
plaster-covered, arched niches with foamy mugs of beer sitting on wooden stools under each tap. 
The paint colors, the flat look, and the German Expressionist style strongly suggest that the 
mural was likely painted in the 1920s, and the artist was likely a theater/film scenic artist or art 
designer.   

Historical Analysis 

In 2016, SurveyLA found the King Edward Hotel eligible for local, state, and national register as 
an individual resource under Criteria A and C. Under Criteria A, SurveyLA found the building to 
be an excellent example of Beaux Arts commercial architecture in Downtown Los Angeles, and 
a work of noted Los Angeles architects Parkinson and Bergstrom. Under Criteria A and C, 
SurveyLA found the building to be an excellent example of an early 20th century hotel in 
Downtown Los Angeles, exhibiting essential characteristics of the property type, and reflecting 
early patterns of commercial development in Los Angeles’ central business district. Under 
Criteria A, SurveyLA found the building to be significant as the long-term location of the King 
Eddy Saloon, a business important to the commercial identity and prohibition history of 
Downtown Los Angeles; the bar has been continuously run since 1933 under different names at 
this location.2  

                                                           
2 City of Los Angeles, “Central City Individual Resources – 09/02/16,” 10-11. 
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In 2007, the Fifth Street-Main Street Commercial Historic District was evaluated in 2007 as part 
of the Section 106 review process. The district was found to be eligible for National Register 
under Criteria A and C. The King Edward Hotel is listed as a contributor to the district and listed 
on the California Register of Historic Places.3 

In 1976, the Los Angeles Natural History Museum prepared a DPR for the King Edward Hotel. 
The DPR found it eligible for National Register and stated that it remains a distinctive and well-
preserved edifice.4 

 
 
7B. Statements of Significance 

Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 
state, city, or community. 

The King Edward Hotel is an excellent example of an early 20th century hotel in Downtown Los 
Angeles, exhibiting essential characteristics of the property type, and reflecting early patterns of 
commercial development in Los Angeles’ central business district. The King Eddy Saloon is 
significant as the long-term location of the King Eddy Saloon, a business important to the 
commercial identity and prohibition history of Downtown Los Angeles; the bar has been 
continuously run since 1933 under different names at this location. 

Commercial Development: Hotels 

The King Edward Hotel is located at the eastern edge of downtown and the western edge of 
Central City East. The downtown area where the building is located is generally associated with 
the Historic Core and the Fifth Street-Main Street Commercial Historic District. Central City 
East includes the Fifth Street Single-Room Occupancy Hotel Historic District, the Skid Row 
Single-Room Occupancy Hotel Historic District, and the Wholesale and Toy District. The King 
Edward Hotel, being on the edge of two very distinct areas, has been heavily influenced by each 
place’s history and evolving cultural fabric.  

After 1895, downtown Los Angeles hotel construction was inspired by two passenger rail depots 
that served transcontinental routes. A third transcontinental depot was added in 1900 that served 
the San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Railroad, which would eventually become part of the 
Union Pacific system.5  

During this time, the migration west to California was mainly for jobs in seasonal labor, and the 
soon-to-be bourgeoning work in the automobile manufacturing industry and film industry. 
California was also a destination for salesmen, businessmen, and tourists. Anyone coming into 
Los Angeles via train, almost always had to arrive first at the Arcade Depot at Alameda Street 
and E. Fifth Street in Central City East. Central City East was a unique “base of operations” for 

                                                           
3 City of Los Angeles, “Central City: Historic Districts, Planning Districts and Multi-Property Resources – 09/02/16,” 6. 
4 Sitton and Smith, “King Edward Hotel DPR.”  
5 Prosser, “Context: Commercial Development, 1859-1980; Theme: Hotels, 1870-1980,” 9. 
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workers and tourists because it had a diverse range of housing, social services, and transit 
options.6  

Real estate developers and newspaper men painted a “moral and racial purity” image of Los 
Angeles.7 Los Angeles was advertised as having magical outdoors with flowering and fruit-filled 
trees, a perfect temperature, plentiful and good-paying jobs, and most of all – opportunity. This 
manufactured image ultimately lead to a significant population growth every year.  

The pre-1895 lodging houses were known less for their quality and more for the owner’s and 
operator’s décor and personality. After 1895, in response to the increasing amount of rail 
travelers, the downtown hotel became larger and taller and took on a luxuriousness that either 
catered to businessmen or served as a respectable family hostelry.8 New construction technology 
allowed for taller buildings with the use of steel and concrete or terra cotta and hollow tile 
framing instead of wood framing.9 The Beaux Arts style, which was associated with large 
commercial buildings on the East Coast, was the favored style with these new hotels.10 The new 
hotels also incorporated advances in the technologies of comfort and convenience, such as 
electricity, telephones, steam heat, proper ventilation, and perhaps the biggest convenience in tall 
buildings – the elevator.  

The new hotels evolved into a business type by using marketing to boast of these new 
advancements. They played a prominent role in local commerce as many of the hotels used part 
of their first floor as a lobby and part leased to commercial business for the pedestrian public.11 
The new hotel also offered spaces for social activities. They had private dining rooms and ball 
rooms to hold events, once only held in homes, churches, or social clubs.12  

The oldest example of this new commercial hotel is the Van Nuys Hotel (now Barclay Hotel) on 
Fourth and Main Streets; it was designed by Morgan & Walls in 1896. Its Beaux Arts style 
accentuated the vertical nature of the building. Its density allowed for a spacious lobby and 
stairway, a dining room, and a bar that was accessible to the public. The Van Nuys Hotel was 
also the first to feature electricity and telephones in every room.13  

In the early 1900s, the Los Angeles Times contained a semi-regular column titled “Fifth and Los 
Angeles Street.” The column charted new development in the area of E. Fifth and Los Angeles 
Streets. In 1902, wealthy banker and real estate investor, Victor Ponet, and architect John 
Parkinson each bought parcels of land to redevelop on the east and west sides, respectively, of E. 
Fifth and Los Angeles Streets. 14 The King Edward Hotel was the first to redevelop the area of E. 

                                                           
6 Spivack, “Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA),” accessed February 22, 2019, https://www.scribd.com/document/59101874/History-of-
Skid-Row. 
7 Buntin, L.A. Noir, 12. 
8 Prosser, 9. 
9 Ibid, 10. 
10 Wallach et al, Images of America: Historic Hotels of Los Angeles and Hollywood, 9; Prosser, 9. 
11 Prosser, 42. 
12 Ibid, 12. 
13 Ibid, 32-33. 
14 Los Angeles Times, “Among Real Estate Owners and Dealers,” A1. 

https://www.scribd.com/document/59101874/History-of-Skid-Row
https://www.scribd.com/document/59101874/History-of-Skid-Row
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Fifth Street and Los Angeles Street. At the time, Los Angeles Street was still unpaved. Ponet and 
Parkinson petitioned the City Council to have it paved.15 

The Pacific Electric Railway sparked a new construction boom when it planned and built its 
main headquarters and terminal for the Pacific Electric Red Car Lines at Sixth and Main Streets 
in 1905. These lines serviced downtown and provided connections east and south of downtown, 
most notably to the Glendale Line. It effectively forced the city’s business district, mostly 
centered at Second and Spring Streets, to move its center to Sixth and Main Streets.16 Several 
hotels, including the King Edward Hotel, offered horse-drawn carriage, and later autobus, transit 
to and from stations.17  

The streetcar and interurban systems helped individual districts to form naturally – office 
structures catering mainly to banking and finance developed on S. Spring Street, department 
stores and theatres formed on S. Broadway Street, and, due to its proximity to the depots, S. 
Main Street, Los Angeles Street, and Fifth Street became the hotel district. 18 

By 1905, construction on the King Edward Hotel and Alexandria Hotel was well under way. 
With the construction and success of this new brand of luxurious hotel, only two blocks apart, 
the surrounding area steadily flourished with new and repurposed commercial and hotel 
buildings. In 1910, across from the King Edward Hotel to the south, the six-story, 215-room, 
Arthur Rolland Kelly-designed Baltimore Hotel was built.19 The two hotels were joined by the 
Rosslyn Hotel in 1914, just one block away. The Rosslyn Hotel was considerably taller and 
bigger at 12 stories and 750 rooms. Development slowed during World War I; however, by 1923 
the Rosslyn Hotel Annex was built across from the original hotel. Both Rosslyn Hotels 
accounted for 1100 rooms and 800 baths.20 The Cecil Hotel was built a year later in 1924 at 
Seventh and Main Streets. Four out of six of these new hotels were designed by John Parkinson 
and/or Parkinson & Bergstrom and/or Parkinson & Parkinson, the Baltimore Hotel and the Cecil 
Hotel being the exceptions. These hotels played a fundamental role in the way tourists 
envisioned and experienced Los Angeles. Potential hotel guests came to downtown Los Angeles 
from the east; the new hotel business signs all faced east.21 The City of Los Angeles even used 
the existence and the attributes of these hotels in their promotional tourist brochures.22   

In 1919, the Union Stage Depot opened at the northeast side of Fifth and Los Angeles Streets, 
diagonally across the street from the King Edward Hotel. The depot had six lines running plus 

                                                           
15 Los Angeles Herald, “Ask for Paving on South Los Angeles,” Vol 34, No 54. 
16 ERHA, “Pacific Electric: Main Street Station,” accessed March 28, 2019, http://www.erha.org/pelines/penmss.htm; Los Angeles Times, “New 
Attorney For Santa Fe: Terminal Needed,” A1. 
17 The Huntington Library, Southern California Edison Photographs and Negatives, “The King Edward Hotel automobile bus,” accessed March 
23, 2019, https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p16003coll2/id/12226/. 
18 Prosser, 10. 
19 Los Angeles Times, “The New Baltimore: Six-story Hotel at Fifth and Los Angeles to Cost Nearly Two Hundred Thousand,” Los Angeles 
Times (June 6 1909): V24. 
20 Prosser, 33.  
21 Spivack, 5. 
22 Kendrick, Megan, “Stay in L.A.: Hotels and the Representation of Urban Public Spaces in Los Angeles, 1880s-1950s,” accessed April 3, 2019, 
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15799coll127/id/156635/rec/1. 

http://www.erha.org/pelines/penmss.htm
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p16003coll2/id/12226/
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p15799coll127/id/156635/rec/1
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touring buses that went to the Mexican border, Imperial Valley, Arizona, San Francisco, and the 
San Bernardino “mountain camps.”23 

During this time, there was also a working-class hotel construction boom. The railroads had 
helped increase downtown’s transient agricultural laborer, railroad, and construction population. 
This new population of primarily single men doing seasonal work needed hotel lodgings.24 These 
new class of hotels were located close to the King Edward Hotel; Los Angeles Street became a 
dividing line between the bourgeoning central business district to the west, and the seasonal 
labor/working-class area to the east. These new accommodations were generally affordable to 
build because of their wood frame construction. They had little to no common areas and less 
bathrooms for each patron. They did not have elevators, but they did have retail space on the first 
floor. These hotels are commonly referred to as Single Room Occupancy (SRO) Hotels.25 These 
hotels were built for those with a modest income and no intention to settle in Los Angeles 
permanently. They were more likely to offer rooms by the week or by the month. Although all 
hotels would offer their rooms by the week and month as well as by the day, by the 1920s the 
introduction of the apartment house would cause hotel living to become more associated with 
these working-class establishments.26 

The early 1920s brought a series of problems for the once new and luxurious downtown hotel 
district. Firstly, even though the streetcar lines connecting the stations were still heavily 
patronized, the introduction of the automobile made the hotel patron less reliant on needing to be 
close to stations. Secondly, because the downtown hotel did not have private bathrooms in every 
room, these hotels were now considered obsolete. The King Edward Hotel did try to make up for 
the lack of private bathrooms by installing bathtubs in some rooms and more shower-rooms on 
every floor but it was still not enough to change the new belief that regardless of how ornate the 
shared shower or toilet rooms were, they were now considered “second-class.” Even the opulent 
and celebrated Alexandria Hotel fell into that category, as it only had 200 bathrooms for its 360 
guest rooms.27 Thirdly, competition from newer hotels like the 1923 Biltmore Hotel on Fifth and 
Grand Streets, to the west of the King Edward Hotel, proved to be insurmountable. When it 
opened, the Biltmore Hotel had 1500 guest rooms, each with a private bathroom, and 70,000 
square feet of meeting and banquet space.28 As money was being raised to build the Biltmore 
Hotel, Los Angeles was chided as being “far behind” other cities in hotel development.29  

To the west of the Biltmore Hotel came the Milner Hotel in 1923, and then, in 1927, the 
Mayflower Hotel opened.30 It was the Biltmore Hotel though that introduced Los Angeles to the 
metropolitan culmination in convention travel – food, housing, and meeting rooms all in one 
place.31  

                                                           
23 Los Angeles Herald, “New Stage Depot Now Open,” Vol 44, No. 279. 
24 Spivack, 2. 
25 Prosser, 44. 
26 Ibid, 14. 
27 Ibid, 12-13. 
28 Los Angeles Times, “Thousand See New Hostelry: Vast Throngs of Visitors at Biltmore,” I4. 
29 Los Angeles Times, “Built the Biltmore,” I14. 
30 Prosser, 38. 
31 Kendrick, 224. 
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Trains and trolleys by now had vastly expanded people’s ability to travel out from downtown. 
The Pacific Electric tracks alone tied Los Angeles to cities and pleasure resorts in an area of 
more than sixty miles. The trains stimulated the spread of suburbs and energized new 
developments.32 In 1920, Los Angeles had surpassed San Francisco as the largest city in 
California. By 1922, the city’s population grew to 600,000. Despite this population boom, the 
downtown central business district still experienced a decline of tourists, residents, and, 
eventually, shopkeepers.   

With the addition of these new hotels to the west, the once convenient and respectable hotel 
district became increasingly obsolete, and the line between them and the purpose-built, working-
class hotel became increasingly blurred. Ironically, it was the Parkinson & Parkinson-designed 
Union Station in the mid to late 1930s which consolidated all passenger service and effectively 
cut-off E. Fifth Street from its original position as being a convenient area for rail travelers. The 
hotels on Fifth Street, Main Street, and Los Angeles Street were hit hard.33  

Although the King Edward Hotel and area hotels were hit by the loss of tourism, the traveling 
worker and the businessmen needed affordable and flexible hotels. Many downtown hotels 
turned into residential hotels. In the 1920s, when hotels in the area competed with the rise of 
apartments, the hotels essentially became a kind of apartment that could be rented out for weeks 
or months. What the area gained was a culture and identity which still flourishes.  

Hotels like the King Edward Hotel were slowly shifting over to being affiliated with SROs. In 
the 1930s, Central City East became an “ideal resting place” during the Great Depression 
because of the well-established housing, social services, and transit options.34 During World War 
II, many military personnel came through the area on their way out to the Pacific. The United 
Service Organization (USO), which provided entertainment and social facilities, was located in 
what is now called Skid Row; the widely accepted boundary of Skid Row is Third Street and 
Seventh Street to the north and south, and Alameda Street and Main Street to the east and west. 
When soldiers came back from the war, some settled in Skid Row. The SROs catered to the 
lowest levels of income, the elderly, people with medical conditions, and long-term substance 
abusers.35  

In the 1950s and 1960s, more than half of the SRO rooms in the area were determined 
“seismically deficient.” Most were demolished; an action which displaced many people to the 
streets of Skid Row. The city went from 15,000 units in the mid-1960s to 7,500 units by the early 
1970s. This was coupled with the total demolition of Bunker Hill, which had also been serving a 
similar purpose providing low-income housing. As a result, those people ended up in Skid Row, 
on the street, or displaced throughout the city.36 

Around this time, the image of the commercial hotel centered around the automobile. In the 
1950s, the underground parking garage under the hotel was realized. As the decades passed, new 

                                                           
32 Lillard, Richard G, “Turning Points,” Los Angeles 1781-1981 (August 31, 1980): 56. 
33 Prosser, 20; Los Angeles Times, “New Union Station Sketched,” A3. 
34 Spivack 3. 
35 Ibid, 5. 
36 Ibid, 5-6 
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commercial hotels were built east of the Biltmore Hotel, closer to the 110 freeway. Some hotel 
new-builds took advantage of the newly razed and level ground of Bunker Hill. The new hotel 
became a one-stop shop for everything – lodging, convention-like accommodations, dining, 
entertainment, and shopping – creating a “sense of security” for the hotel guest.37  

Instead of demolishing all of Skid Row, which many cities were doing at the time, in 1975, the 
City of Los Angeles created the Redevelopment Plan. Its first goal was to create mechanisms to 
stabilize the housing in the area. It included a model of acquiring existing SROs, rehabilitating 
them, and then selling them to non-profit organizations. The Ross Hotel and the Panama Hotel 
were among the first SROs to be acquired and rehabilitated. The issue which persisted though 
was getting private owners of SRO hotels to follow this model in order to maintain and operate a 
quality building. The Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) created the Single Room 
Occupancy Housing Corporation to do just this. To manage social services, the city took the 
most dangerous and notorious SROs in Los Angeles and converted them into the Weingart 
Center, starting with the old El Rey Hotel at San Pedro and Sixth Streets. The Weingart Center is 
now one of the most important centers for health and human services.38 

Downtown Los Angeles and the business district has experienced a major revitalization in the 
late 20th century and into the 21st century. There is an issue now of how to sustain that 
revitalization to the west while also continuing to build up the quality-of-life for the low-income 
population of Skid Row.39 Non-profit organizations have continued to adopt the original 1975 
model to rehabilitate the area’s historic buildings, and run quality housing under effective 
management. Many of the once-commercial-hotels on Fifth Street are now low-income 
apartments and SROs. In 2018, AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) purchased three residential 
hotels in the Skid Row area, including the King Edward Hotel, the Baltimore Hotel, and the 
nearby Madison Hotel on Seventh Street under the foundation’s new housing arm called, the 
Healthy Housing Foundation.40 Other low-income units and SROs for transitioning homeless 
people exist at the Rosslyn Annex and the Alexandria Hotel. These hotels have played a crucial 
role in the development of Los Angeles and they continue to play an active and vital role in 
Downtown Los Angeles.  

Commercial Development: King Eddy Saloon 

The King Eddy Saloon is located on the northwest corner of E. Fifth and Los Angeles Streets, as 
part of the King Edward Hotel’s ground level storefronts at 129-131 E. Fifth Street. The King 
Eddy Saloon, under different variations of its name, has been in continuous operation at that site 
since 1933, and likely earlier as a semi-secret bar shortly after the Volstead Act took effect in 
1920. It is significant as a long-serving neighborhood bar and as a social and commercial 
establishment that has long held a central, and sometimes critical, role in the changing and 
evolving cultural fabric and history of the area. The King Eddy Saloon is a long-term cultural 
and social landmark of the Downtown and Central City East areas of Los Angeles, and its name 
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and legend are far-reaching and serve as a tourist destination and icon of Los Angeles culture. Its 
legend as a prohibition bar is pervasive and far reaching as it has become a tourist destination 
and an icon of Los Angeles’ authentic character. 

Since at least 1888, there has been a hotel and storefronts on the site where the King Edward 
Hotel/King Eddy Salon is today. There has been a saloon with a liquor license there as early as 
1889.41 

When the King Edward Hotel opened in 1906, the storefront at 127 E. Fifth Street was 
immediately leased by well-known saloon owner and wholesale liquor salesman, D.B. Jerrue and 
his partner W.H Hevren. They called their saloon the “King Edward Bar.” Its motto was – “The 
Whiskies we sell are all very good, and our Anheuser Busch is right from the wood.”42 

Jerrue was President of the lobbyist group, the Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association, Vice 
President and General Manager of the Mathie Brewing Co, owned saloons in Los Angeles and 
Catalina Island, and was a liquor wholesaler and retailer. He also dabbled in grape growing for 
brandy and wine. He was what the newspapers and prohibitionists called – a “liquor man.” 43 
Jerrue owned saloons in Los Angeles since at least 1890 near El Pueblo de Los Angeles. It 
appears he ran “respectable” saloons, and obeyed the various and increasingly stringent liquor 
laws through the years. Jerrue left Los Angeles and the King Edward Bar in 1914 for the 
Anaheim Brewing Company in Anaheim. 

Hevren and his partner, Clarence D. Richardson, took over the King Edward Bar from Jerrue. 
Hevren appears to be more associated with knowing how to run less-respectable establishments. 
Hevren’s bar in Avalon, Catalina would lose $10,000 worth of liquor stock in a fire,44 and during 
prohibition, Hevren would be arrested for running a gambling den in Avalon. 

The management of the King Edward Hotel and the owners of the King Edward Bar had prior 
business relationships. Richardson, along with Jerrue, and soon-to-be King Edward Hotel 
manager, Edward Dunham, incorporated the Avalon Hotel Association.45 In 1909, Dunham and 
Walter E. Smith bought the lease for the King Edward Hotel. Dunham was associated with the 
Los Angeles hotel business “since the days of the old Pico House” and had opened the Hotel 
Nadeau. Dunham and Smith held the hotel’s lease until a large interest was bought by hotel man 
and future politician Thomas L. Dodge in 1920.46  

In the early 1900s and into the 1920s, the intersection of E. Fifth and Los Angeles Streets was 
crowded with foot traffic from the Arcade Depot and its rail line which ran up Fifth Street, along 
with the Pacific Electric Depot at Sixth and Main Streets. This and new development brought an 
eclectic mix of people, including tourists, businessmen, wholesalers, seasonal workers, and street 
performers.  
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The empty lots and wide sidewalks were a magnet for “barking peddlers of phony jewelry and 
jejune junk,” gamblers playing “cane-and-ring” and rack games, socialists, snake shows, 
vaudeville performances, and medicine peddlers like the “Great Fer-Don.”47  Prohibitionists and 
preachers pulled their “Gospel Wagon” into the empty lot across from the King Edward Hotel 
and would rail against the “accursed dispenser of misery, enemy of health and robber of pockets, 
the iniquitous saloon.”48 The patrons at the King Edward Bar were known to spill out onto the 
street and heckle when this occurred. 

A manufactured image of plentifulness and opportunity ultimately caused Los Angeles’ 
population to grow considerably each year. A new population attracted by the “agricultural 
Garden of Eden,”49 came to find out that the cost of living was high, and that most of the jobs 
were seasonal. The new transient population, predominantly made up of single men, attracted 
new services that catered to lodging, entertainment in the form of saloons, restaurants, taxi halls, 
brothels, and social clubs, and utilitarian needs like small shops for dry goods and laundry.50 
These people and these places created a neighborhood. 

Prohibitionists slowly chipped away at Los Angeles’ saloons – in 1890, an ordinance outlawed 
the sale of liquor on Sundays;51 the early/mid 1900s brought “saloon zones,” which limited the 
number of saloons and segregated an area solely for drinking; the early 1900s and into 
prohibition brought heavy taxes placed on saloons and wholesale liquor dealers in the form of 
monthly license fees, and the introduction of different classes of licenses and subsequent fees for 
the liquor industry.52 Prohibitionists also attacked the secrecy aspect of most saloons. The Los 
Angeles Times reported on various saloon violations, including patrons using private rooms, 
boxes, booths, and cellars to hide the act of drinking and entertainment. It was also reported that 
patrons were using side and rear saloon entrances, and special knocks to gain entry. These 
behaviors would all become hallmarks of prohibition.53  

1917 marked the beginning of prohibition when California voted to go partially dry. As a result, 
Hevren and Richardson were forced to close the King Edward Bar in 1918. It is likely that they 
were storing liquor in the basement under the bar, but it is unclear if they continued to sell liquor 
from that location. The stairs that lead from the bar to the basement were most likely closed-up 
when prohibition ended; a newspaper dated from 1932 was found among the period debris in the 
stairwell. After the bar closed in 1918, 127 E. Fifth Street became a barbershop, and a cigar 
manufacturer and retailer; barbershops and cigar retailers were associated with the selling of 
illegal liquor during prohibition. The Volstead Act was implemented in 1920. 

During the early days of prohibition, it was argued that “if the saloon had been altogether evil, 
there would be no need for a substitute.” Op-eds in the newspapers yearned for the “normalness” 
which the saloon provided – any class of man could get the same drink, have a cheap but good 
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meal, feel the comradery and even-class of its patrons, and take part in the spirit of democracy 
from social clubs and strangers. In the saloon, “the workingman could ‘shake out his heart.’”54  

In 1921, Ernest Vierke, a former saloon and liquor man, and his partner, A.M. Miller, opened a 
soda parlor in the storefront at 131 E. Fifth Street; this was the first food and drink establishment 
in that location. Vierke was a German-born immigrant who came to Los Angeles in the 1900s by 
way of Massachusetts. He was very proud of his German heritage, involving himself in German-
American singing and social clubs.55 Vierke stated his occupation as a barber on the U.S. 
Census; however, the city directories stated that he owned soda parlors. 

While soda parlors had become a regular treat before or after a show on Broadway (and popular 
with women), some also became a front for selling bootleg liquor. Many soda parlors in the 
vicinity of the King Edward Hotel were raided and people were arrested for buying bootleg 
liquor at the intersection of E. Fifth and Los Angeles Streets. There is no known record of 
Vierke’s soda parlor being raided.56  

Vierke owned saloons in Los Angeles dating back to the 1890s. Before prohibition, he and A.H. 
Tepper owned the Schlitz Buffet and Saloon one block from the King Edward Hotel at E. Fifth 
and Main Streets. They heavily advertised their saloon through newspapers and postcards, and 
gave away ceramic beer steins with the image of Vierke and Tepper proudly posing with their 
beer barrels.57  

Interestingly, there are no known advertisements for the soda parlor at 131 E. Fifth Street. And, 
suspiciously, in 1923 Vierke pulled a building permit to remove all the large plate glass windows 
and fill in the openings with wood and plaster, leaving the soda parlor storefront on a busy 
downtown corner with no windows.  

In the basement under 129-131 E. Fifth Street are the remnants of a commercial kitchen with a 
cold room and freight elevator. There is also a portion of a stage. A German-inspired, colorful 
mural once completely covered the walls, structural posts, and ceiling. The mural is German 
ratskeller themed – Bavarian-style houses, wood barrel beer kegs, foamy mugs of beers, and 
arches with cracking stucco and brick underneath. It seems likely that Vierke created this 
basement restaurant and entertainment space since the mural appears to date to the 1920s and is 
German-themed. The mural, dated by a graffiti expert, animation historian and backdrop/set 
designer, needs more study.  

The only known, first-hand knowledge of the King Edward Hotel speakeasy is by American 
author, John Fante. While living in Depression-era Los Angeles, he wrote about his experience 
in the “King Edward Cellar” in his novel, Ask the Dust. 

So down to Main Street and to Fifth Street, to the long dark bars, to the King Edward 
Cellar, and there a girl with yellow hair and sickness in her smile…. So your name is 
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Jean,' I said. 'Well, well, well, a pretty name.' We'll dance…. One drink, two drinks, three 
drinks. What's that you're drinking, Jean? I tasted it, that brownish stuff, looked like 
whiskey, must have been whiskey, such a face she made, her sweet face so contorted. But 
it wasn't whiskey, -it was tea, plain tea, forty cents' a slug. Jean, a little liar, trying to fool 
a great author.58  

Unfortunately, Fante does not give any other description of the place except that it was one of the 
“long dark bars” off Fifth and Main Streets. Fante does refer to the bar as the “King Edward 
Cellar,” which likely means the bar was in the basement. His experience refers to prostitution, 
which, along with gambling, was widely seen as good for business as long as it was done 
discreetly.59 It is known during the time of the King Edward Hotel speakeasy, that the main lease 
holder, Thomas L. Dodge, made an average of $50,000 profit every year off the “hotel and 
building lease.”60 

During prohibition, the country was familiar with how to hide both the consumption and the 
manufacturing of liquor. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and city officials were 
complicit in the liquor trade and the running of speakeasies. An LAPD statement from 1931 
boasted, “Booze Barons of other climes are just bootleggers in Los Angeles.”61 Liquor came 
from the northern Canadian border and the Southern Mexican border. The Los Angeles Examiner 
estimated that $50,000,000 worth of liquor was smuggled into the California from Canada in 
1924.62 The speakeasies that were raided were either unwanted competition, having trouble 
controlling their patrons, or selling “rot gut” and making people sick.63 Compared to other states, 
California was the “wettest” and only had a fifteen percent enforcement rate. Most who were 
arrested were let go on “insufficient evidence.”64  

During the years of prohibition, Downtown Los Angeles was “a circus.” The motley performers 
that once crammed the intersection of Fifth Street between Los Angeles and Main Streets booked 
performances at the theaters lining on and off Broadway. Silent films packed the movie 
palaces.65 The area around the King Edward Hotel was changing to suit the transient population 
that now occupied area lodging houses, and hotels like the King Edward Hotel were turning into 
residential hotels. In the 1930s, the area became an “ideal resting place” during the Great 
Depression because of the well-established housing, social services, and transit options.66 
Soldiers brought through the area during the World Wars now settled in the area because of 
entertainment and social services. 

When prohibition was repealed in 1933, the “King Edward Grill” was granted a license to sell 
“3.2 percent beer and wine.” California was still waiting for the 1917 California Gandler 
ordinance to be repealed.67 The license was revoked a month later because “the restaurant had 
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not been operated at that location as long as the commission was first informed.”68 Through the 
years, the name and address changed; the address was either 129 or 131 E. Fifth Street, or 455 S. 
Los Angeles Street. The formal name was the “King Edward Cellar Cafe” as can be gleaned 
from an entrance canopy building permit in May of 1933. The “King Edward Cafe” name was 
associated with having its dance permit revoked for operating after business hours.69 The 
Guardian (a Los Angeles Police Department publication) advertised the “King Edward Cellar” at 
131 E. Fifth Street as having the “hottest shows in town” and where patrons could “dine, drink, 
and dance.”70 Few saloons marketed to the LAPD at this time, so it is likely that the LAPD was 
complicit in the existence of the King Edward Hotel speakeasy during prohibition. 

What came to be known as the “King Eddy Saloon” served cheap food, beer, and liquor. The 
“new” stairs to the basement, added in 1933, offered the patron access to dancing, shows, and 
likely prostitution. 

It is unclear when the bar name officially changed to the “King Eddy Saloon,” but it was likely 
in the 1960s when new owners expanded the bar to include the storefront at 129 E. Fifth Street to 
make a “new bar room” and new façade. Prior to 2012, the King Eddy Saloon was owned by the 
same family since the 1960s. Babe Croik bought the bar with money he earned and saved 
running downtown parking lots.71  

As times changed in Downtown Los Angeles and Skid Row, the King Eddy Saloon was there – it 
opened at 6am and closed at 2am, seven days a week – providing affordable meals and drink, a 
home away from home, a place to gather, and to offer fraternity and community. Famous authors 
like Charles Bukowski and John Fante have drank at The King Eddy Saloon adding to its allure, 
but it is the regular patrons who have kept the place alive. It is the downtown regulars who have 
given the place its character and authenticity, who assure that at any time an acquaintance will be 
there to engage in conversation, to listen, and who will make the newcomer feel welcome.72  

Like the neighborhood and the people who have populated it, the King Eddy Saloon is a 
survivor. It persisted when the Pacific Electric Depot stopped its rail lines in the 1940s,73 when 
the LAPD was busting “b-girl row” bars on E. Fifth Street,74 and when Bunker Hill was 
demolished displacing 11,000 residents. It was respite from the peep-shows, strip clubs, the neon 
and flashing bulbs of the 1950s through 1970s. It survived the crack epidemic that was 
responsible for closing more than a dozen bars in Skid Row,75 and it survived the planned 
gentrification re-vamp in 2013. The King Eddy Saloon has offered stability and continuity to a 
population that often has too little of both. 
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Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

The King Edward Hotel is significant in the context of architecture as an early example of a 
Beaux Arts commercial building, and as a remarkable work of master architect, John 
Parkinson.76        

Beaux Arts style 

The Beaux Arts architectural style flourished from about 1877 to 1930 and is characterized by an 
eclectic combination of elements from the Greek, Roman, Renaissance, and Baroque periods. 
Mostly seen as a grandiose style of architecture, it was widely applied to American public 
buildings, such as courthouses, libraries, museums, schools, hotels, and railroad terminals.77   

The Beaux Arts style is named after the École des Beaux-Arts school of architecture in Paris. 
The École des Beaux-Arts stressed in their architectural education the design principles based on 
orderliness and symmetry, and a deep understanding of European and Mediterranean architecture 
from ancient Greece and Rome through the Renaissance, as well as a faithful recreation of these 
architectural forms and features.78  

The first American to enter the École was Richard Morris Hunt (New York Metropolitan 
Museum of Art) in 1846. Thereafter, many architects and landscape architects attended the 
school as it was considered the most prestigious school of architecture in the world. The alumni 
would go on to influence city planning, infrastructure, parks, and architecture across the United 
States, and be the impetus for the “City Beautiful” movement. Newly formed architecture 
schools in the United States, which adopted the Beaux Arts practices and often were staffed by 
École alumni, churned out young architects who would take the Beaux Arts style and apply it to 
designs across the United States. Architects such as J. Galen Howard (University of California, 
Berkeley Master Plan), Carrère and Hastings of New York (New York Public Library), Daniel 
H. Burnham (Chicago Master Plan), and Frederick Law Olmsted (New York City Central Park) 
are some names associated with the École des Beaux-Arts. 

The 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago exposed Americans to a collection of 
Beaux Arts buildings and is credited with popularizing the style that soon became ubiquitous in 
cities like New York, Chicago, Washington D.C., San Francisco, and eventually Los Angeles.79 
Adopting the Beaux Arts style in Los Angeles demonstrated the shedding of a what had been 
perceived as a “Wild West” town, or an agricultural town, to be more aligned with a national and 
sophisticated style. 

The Beaux Arts style came to California through architects trained in Paris and coming to 
California by way of the East Coast. Albert Pissis is credited as the first Californian admitted to 
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the École des Beaux-Arts. The Los Angeles building booms of the 1890s to the start of World 
War I, and the 1920s to the start of the Great Depression, coincided with the rise and popularity 
of the Beaux Arts style.80 Los Angeles developers and real estate speculators who had already 
seized upon the potential of the transcontinental rail connection in 1876, pushed to establish Los 
Angeles’ legitimacy by crafting a new image for the town of an idealized, European-American 
city.81 The railroad brought in new workers and a fierce competition in goods, making Los 
Angeles a part of the global economy.82  

As a result, Downtown Los Angeles has the largest concentration of Beaux Arts style buildings 
in the Los Angeles area. The buildings are predominantly centered around the “Historic Core,” 
which includes the Broadway Theater and Commercial National Register District, and the Spring 
Street Financial National Register District. The majority of the buildings range from low- to mid-
rise and were built either before World War I or in the 1920s. Predominant architects and firms 
associated with the Beaux Arts style in downtown Los Angeles are John Parkinson, Parkinson & 
Bergstrom, Morgan & Walls, and Curlett & Beelman. 

The typical Beaux Arts primary façades are like the three parts of a classical column – the 
ground level as the base, the middle stories as the shaft and the uppermost section, usually with 
an overhanging cornice, as the capital. Some of the general character-defining elements of the 
Beaux Arts style include – symmetrical articulation, ornamental sculpture, advancing and 
receding wall planes, elaborate cornices, tripartite form, lavish and intensive surface decoration, 
coupled columns or pilasters, and cast concrete, stone, or light-colored brick sheathing.83  

These Beaux Arts elements also embody the principles of the great Roman architectural theorist, 
Vitruvius. Every work of art should exhibit firmitas, utilitas, venustas – solid, useful, and 
beautiful.84   

John Parkinson 

The King Edward Hotel was designed and built in 1905 by John Parkinson. Although credit for 
the design was eventually given to the new firm of Parkinson & Bergstrom, there is enough 
evidence to safely state that Parkinson himself designed the hotel. Parkinson purchased the land 
in 1902. The building reflects Parkinson’s personal history.  

Parkinson was born in 1861 in the small village of Scorton, in Lancashire, England. He grew up 
working-class in a mill town near the town of Bolton. Bolton is a short distance to Rivington 
township. The Rivington landscape is part isolated pastoral and part rugged hills and valleys. It is 
situated on the steep slopes of Rivington Moor on the western edge of the West Pennine Moors.  

Parkinson’s father was an engineer in a weaving and cotton mill; his mother was a loving 
housewife. Parkinson’s ancestors were engineers, ministers in the Church of England, 
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horticulturists, his great grandfather laid out of the grounds of Mount Vernon for George 
Washington.85 At age fifteen, Parkinson became an apprentice under a local contractor and 
builder which eventually gave him enough practical experience and confidence to enroll in the 
Mechanics Institute in Bolton. After six years at the Mechanics Institute, Parkinson said he 
“knew the construction of buildings from the foundation to the top of the highest finial, was a 
draftsman, too, and artist born, with confidence unlimited and trained to endure.”86 The 
Parkinson family motto was “Volens et Valens,” meaning the “willing and powerful.” 

Soon after, Parkinson and a friend ventured to Canada and then Minneapolis where they worked 
in various sawmills; Parkinson specifically learned how to build stairs and handrailing. Upon 
returning to his English hometown, he found he would have to start at the bottom of his craft 
despite the considerable skill and experience he gathered in North America. Parkinson had 
worked up to supervising other craftsmen in America so he decided to return to the States. This 
time he was set on California, a place where he had only heard about the weather and that “one 
had to be very civil to avoid being shot or stabbed.”87 

After successfully making a name for himself in Napa, California and Seattle, Washington as a 
draftsman and architect, Parkinson announced his move to Los Angeles in May of 1894. Los 
Angeles’ established architectural firms were stiff competition for Parkinson and the 
architectural credentials he had garnered in Seattle. As with all his new starts in cities, Parkinson 
used his connections from previous jobs to get his foot in the door. He teamed up with contractor 
Weymouth Crowell, who he had met in Seattle, to design and build an addition to the La Casa 
Grande Hotel in Pasadena.88 

Parkinson’s breakthrough came when he designed the Homer Laughlin building (now Grand 
Central Market) located at 317 South Broadway in 1898. It was the first, Class A steel-frame 
structure in Los Angeles and widely regarded as the first fireproof building in Southern 
California.89 He soon built Los Angeles’ first skyscraper, the Beaux Arts style Braly building 
(now Continental), completed in 1904. It was one of the first office buildings in the Spring Street 
Financial District.90 The Braly building forever changed the skyline of Los Angeles; it was 
called “one of the most modern office buildings west of New York City.”91 Historian, Stephen 
Gee, asserted that “no single structure did more to enhance John Parkinson’s reputation than the 
Braly Block.”92  

Parkinson began purchasing the lots that the King Edward Hotel would be built on at the end of 
1902. He initially started with a parcel of 50 x 100 feet, with a “small frame building of nominal 
value” on the land. The property location was noted to be well-located, and “in the trend of 
business development in the wholesale district.”93 Parkinson likely saw the advantage of the 
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Fifth Street rail line and the beginning planning stages of the Pacific Electric Depot that would 
be located just one block away. Lodging in the area was generally buildings of two to three 
stories in height and was left over from the days when Los Angeles Street was seen as unseemly. 
Parkinson was clearly speculating the area and he saw the advantages of building a hotel in an 
area relatively devoid of “respectable” hotels.  

In May of 1905, a building permit was issued to John Parkinson to build a three story and 
basement, L-shaped, brick building at the northwest corner of Los Angeles and Fifth Streets; 
Carl Leonhardt, a well-known contractor at the time, was on the permit as the builder. Two 
months later, Parkinson personally took out another building permit, which added three more 
stories to the building for a total of 150 guest rooms, nearly half with their own bathrooms. 

Before the King Edward Hotel was formally opened on March 15th 1906, it was introduced to the 
public through articles in the Los Angeles Times and the Los Angeles Herald. It was touted as a 
fireproof, Class A concrete building. All 150 guest rooms were outside rooms, every room had a 
telephone (great for traveling businessmen and tourists), all rooms had steam heat, hot and cold 
running water, and connected to the hotel’s lobby was “the business men’s dining room,” which 
took up two store fronts off E. Fifth Street. A statement of pride, and likely to keep costs down, it 
was said that all building materials going into the structure were made in Los Angeles. The hotel 
was called attractive, handsome, and it would have elegant finishings. 94 

Parkinson and The King Edward Hotel were written up extensively in Fireproof Magazine. The 
hotel’s original name was “The Rivington Hotel.” Parkinson wrote how he employed new 
techniques in the construction of the hotel to make it more fireproof than any building he had 
constructed to date. He wrote that by eliminating much of the iron and steel work above the first 
story he could instead use hollow, semi-porous, tile partitions that would form the supports for 
the floors.95 The walls employed similar tile ranging from six to twelve inches, the exterior walls 
having the most thickness with the addition of glazed tiles. A note in the published plans 
explained that the bearing walls be built in “selected hard burned tile” and that the tile must be 
“thoroughly” soaked in water before being built into the work. Parkinson wrote that his hotel 
would be “the forerunner” of how to build an economical, fireproof building.96  

Parkinson would change the hotel’s name from “The Rivington Hotel to “The King Edward 
Hotel” when it was suggested to him by the developer of the Alexandria Hotel, Robert A. 
Rowen. Rowen was a wealthy landowner and developer. Apparently, Rowan felt the Alexandria, 
being called “the epitome of Angeleno elegance,” had to have her King.97 King Edward VII, the 
new King of Great Britain, had ascended to the throne a few years before and Alexandra was his 
queen. Parkinson describes King Edward several times in his book, calling him “a dashing, 
laughing…carefree, happy, lucky chap.”98 The name was also to convey a style and architectural 
design relationship between the two hotels. And, of course, Parkinson had designed both hotels. 
The furnishings were said to “suggest solid comfort” and along the same lines as the Alexandria 
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Hotel. The King Edward Hotel was built and furnished for $340,000; the lobby’s “English vein 
Cascara” and black and gold Egyptian marble alone cost more than $6000.99  

Parkinson’s original intention to name his hotel after his childhood home can be found in the 
lobby’s molded-plaster mantel clock base – the prominent initials “T R” stand for “The 
Rivington.” The moors of the Rivington area near Bolton was a place Parkinson frequently 
visited.100 In his book, Incidents by the way, Parkinson wrote about the scenery that inspired him. 

…my father would take me for a walk extending for miles into the country along the 
beautiful English lanes and by field paths; a great oak tree at a curve in the road, a view 
down some hawthorn bordered side lane, the lark singing joyfully almost out of sight 
high up in the sky, the cattle quietly browsing in the fields; on the higher places more 
distant views of fields extending to the heather covered moors dimly outlined against the 
sky; often gray clouds, sometimes white with vivid blue patches here and there….101 

Even though the name of the hotel changed from “The Rivington,” Parkinson continued with his 
plans to pay homage to the place of his childhood and inspiration. Most examples can be found 
in the hotel lobby, including pastoral murals painted in the lobby’s recessed niches that can be 
seen in 1906 photos (currently painted over), the flower design in the elevator transom’s stained 
glass, and the flower motif that is the Red Rose of Lancaster which adorn the lobby’s clock, 
columns, corbels, staircase, and floor.  

Near the hotel’s main entrance of E. Fifth Street is a cornerstone reading JOHN PARKINSON 
ARCHITECT; set into the sidewalk on the building’s Los Angeles Street elevation are the 
embossed brass letters reading JOHN PARKINSON PROPERTY. Adding to the hotel’s 
significance in the Parkinson’s family, the Los Angeles County Assessor records show that the 
Parkinson family held onto the property until 1962, when it was sold to the Babcock family.102   

In 1905, Parkinson started an architectural firm with Edwin Bergstrom; Bergstrom was described 
as being a “practical architect of wide experience.”103 He was a graduate of Boston Institute of 
Technology and Sheffield Scientific School at Yale. Their offices were in the newly built Braly 
Building. By 1906, Parkinson alone had already designed over a hundred office buildings, hotels, 
banks, residences, and club houses in Los Angeles, including the Alexandria Hotel, the Trust 
Building, the Johnson Building, the California Club, the Angelus Hotel, the Currier Building, 
and the Edison Company Power House.104 

In just five years, the firm of Parkinson & Bergstrom was said to have designed more Class A 
buildings than any other architect in the west. The firm continued their preference for steel frame 
with brick walls and terra cotta ornamentation over reinforced concrete.105 In 1910, their drafting 
office employed over two dozen draftsmen and the buildings under construction by the firm 
accounted for more than six million dollars in expenditures. The buildings included the Hotel 
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Utah and Kearns building in Utah, an addition to the Alexandria Hotel, and the Los Angeles 
Athletic Club. Their success was said to come from the “frank expression of their buildings,” the 
“practical” arrangement in plans, and their “sound” business acumen.106 In 1915, after ten years 
of partnership, Parkinson and Bergstrom went their separate ways. By this time, it was reported 
that their firm was responsible for eighty percent of the modern office buildings in Los 
Angeles.107 Other notable buildings designed by the firm included Bullocks Department Store 
(downtown), the Bartlett Building (Union Oil Company), the Rosslyn Hotel, and Blackstone’s 
Department Store. 

Parkinson continued to design buildings under his name. In 1916, he turned in permits for the 
city’s biggest building permit ever issued at the time – the Los Angeles Wholesale Terminal 
buildings. It consisted of four buildings spread out over five acres.108 His son, Donald Berthold 
Parkinson, joined his father’s firm after his studies at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
School of Architecture and his service in World War I. Architect John C. Austen wrote they 
made a “splendid team, one with ripe experience, and the other with the enthusiasm of youth.”109 
The firm was aptly named Parkinson & Parkinson. Their firm is responsible for designing the 
city’s most important civic buildings, including the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, Los 
Angeles City Hall, Los Angeles Hall of Justice (with the Allied Architects Association), and the 
Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal (Union Station). Other notable buildings the firm 
designed included the Miramar Hotel, the Rosslyn Hotel Annex, Bullocks Wilshire, various USC 
buildings, the Pacific Coast Stock Exchange Building (in collaboration with Samuel Lunden), 
and the Manual Arts High School. 

John Parkinson died on December 9, 1935. An article entitled “John Parkinson” placed him 
among the architects of the Parthenon and the Taj Mahal. It said the City of Los Angeles owes 
Parkinson for his vision and artistry and how he applied the “principles of beauty and truth in 
architecture” to a city creating its identity.110 The bulk of Parkinson’s buildings are located in 
Downtown Los Angeles. Parkinson designed buildings in California, Nevada, Utah, and 
Washington state. Many are in historic districts, and are Historic Cultural Monuments and/or on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  
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"Dry" Los Angeles and Its 
Liquor Problems in 1924 

by Kenneth D. Rose 

From 1911 to 1914 while attending law school I had to wait 
late at night, when the law library closed, on the corner of First 
and Main Streets in Los Angeles for the interurban to my 
suburban home. Indelibly impressed on my mind is the fact 
that scarcely a night- nevera week - went by without several 
drunken men reeling past me from the five saloons near that 
corner. No one noticed them. Now one such incident would 
cause headlines. ! 

Mabel Walker Willebrandt 
Assistant Attorney General 
of the United States, 1921-1929 

Dismayed by the number of crimes of violence committed in 
Los Angeles last year, reported to have outnumbered those in 
the whole of France, many of our citizens pray piously to God 
fora better city . . . Many among us sincerely believed we were 
abolishing crime when we closed the saloons. Yet the number 
of hold-ups last year was double that of the years when the 
saloons were open. This is not offered as an argument against 
prohibition. We have no proof that, if the saloons had been 
open, the number would not have been greatly increased. It is 
simply offered as evidence that we have not yet found the root of 
the evil. 

Editorial, Los Angeles Times, 
5 April 1924 

1924 PROHIBITION IN AMERICA'S CITIES was 
failing. On all fronts, prohibition's bright promise of a 
liquor-free United States was beset by problems, with 

liquor smuggling and rumrunning growing to epidemic propor- 
tions. In fact, the rumrunning problem had become so acute by 
1924 that the U.S. government extended its territorial waters 
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from three miles to twelve miles in an attempt to deal with the 
situation. The immense profits to be made from selling illegal 
alcohol (or protecting those who did) had created widespread 
graft among low-salaried policemen and prohibition agents. The 
nation's courts were in a state of near chaos as thousands of 
prohibition cases clogged court calendars and created backlogs 
stretching into years. Prohibition had taken on class distinc- 
tions by 1924, as it was becoming obvious that prohibition was a 
law which the poor more or less had to obey out of economic 
necessity, while the rich drank with impunity.2 (Many of 
America's well-to-do had simply stock-piled large quantities of 
liquor in their private cellars before prohibition went into effect 
- a move perfectly legal under the Volstead Act, but a luxury 
which the poor couldn't afford.) But worst of all was the scourge 
of liquor violence which cursed every large American city. The 
year 1924, in fact, initiated an upward spiral in liquor violence 
(most notoriously in Chicago, where the murder of Dion 
O'Banion precipitated Al Capone's "Beer War"). 

By 1924, then, prohibitionists had begun to cast about rather 
desperately for an example of a major city where prohibition 
was working. In California they chose Los Angeles, because if 
there was any city in the country where prohibition shouldhave 
been a success, that city was Los Angeles. Los Angeles, after all, 
had been largely populated by "sober, Protestant, native Ameri- 
cans of modest means" from the Midwest and South - precisely 
the sort who would be most sympathetic to prohibition.3 

Before the 1920s, persons coming to Los Angeles had been 
attracted by the climate and the agricultural opportunities (or at 
least the agricultural opportunities the Chamber of Commerce 
said were to be found in southern California.) Though southern 
California turned out to be less well-suited for agriculture than 
advertised, these new arrivals through hard work and luck were 
able to fulfill, to a remarkable degree, the Chamber's promise of 
an agricultural Garden of Eden. Los Angeles County became one 
of the most agriculturally productive counties in the country. 
Between 1890 and 1920, these new residents with their similar 
backrounds created in Los Angeles a significant degree of social 
consensus and cohesiveness. The politics were generally "good 
government" and anti-union, the main occupation agricultural, 
the religion Protestant, and the drinking habits moderate to dry. 
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have provided for prohibition at the local level. In fact, never 
in its history did Los Angeles vote for total prohibition on a city 
level. 

The Harris bill, which provided for prohibiton enforcement 
on the state level, was put before California voters in 1920 and 
defeated. A second state prohibition enforcement bill, the 
Wright bill, was put before the voters in 1922 and passed. An 
attempt to repeal the Wright law in 1926 failed. The fact that 
Los Angeles voted for the Wright bill in 1922 (with 143,000 "yes" 
votes and 84,000 "no" votes),11 and against the repeal in 1926 
(with 214,00 "yes"votes and 146,000 "no" votes) was cited by 
the California Liberator, the Anti-Saloon League paper, as 
evidence that Los Angeles was a "dry" town.12 This is a 
somewhat dubious conclusion. Certainly Los Angeles' vote was 
"drier" than San Francisco's but the fact that 70,000 more 
voters preferred keeping the Wright law to eliminating it (out of 
a population of 1,300,00o)13 is hardly compelling evidence of 
overwhelming enthusiasm for prohibition in Los Angeles. 

That California was one of the wettest states in the Union 
has never been denied by anyone. The Los Angeles Examiner, 
for instance, estimated that $50,000,000 worth of liquor had 
been smuggled into California from British Columbia during 
1924, and believed that his estimate was conservative since the 
figure quoted was retail price in Canada and did not reflect the 
rumrunners' markup.14 The 3 March 1924 Times also produced 
a very gloomy story ("Prohibition Map Shows No Enforcement 
Progress") which showed California to be among the wettest 
states in the nation with only a 15 percent enforcement rate. 

Only a week before the Times had run an editorial based on 
another map which showed prohibition enforcement on a city 
level. According to this map, San Francisco was supposedly "85 
per cent wet" and Los Angeles was "30 per cent wet." This, said 
the Times, made Los Angeles "the driest city of its population in 
the country/'15 The Times, then, seemed to be willing to admit 
that California was over-whelmingly wet, while assigning 
minimum responsibility for that wetness to Los Angeles, the 
state's largest city. 

Yet a look at the liquor situation in Los Angeles in 1924 raises 
serious doubts as to Los Angeles' supposed "dryness." For 
instance, Los Angeles police judge Caryl M. Sheldon claimed to 

56 



Los Angeles Prohibition, 1924 

of France.37 This despite the fact that Los Angeles policemen 
had made nearly 104,000 arrests of all types in 1923 - more 
than any other city in the country except for New York, 
Chicago, and Philadelphia.38 

Vollmer believed that the police department was having 
trouble coping with crime in Los Angeles because police pay was 
too poor to attract quality applicants ($140 a month), and 
because both the quality and quantity of police facilities were 
inadequate: "Los Angeles has four small police stations and a 
garbage can - the garbage can being that disgraceful affair on 
First Street. San Francisco, with an area and population much 
smaller, has eighteen stations, any one of which is better than 
our best/'39 Vollmer requested and got voter approval for a bond 
issue which added eleven new police stations and increased the 
police force from 2,000 to 2,500 men.40 When Vollmer announced 
that he would be returning to Berkeley in the fall, not all Los 
Angeles residents were sad to see him go. As Vollmer's 
departure date grew nearer, signs began to appear around town 
which read, "The First of September will be the Last of 
August/41 

One law enforcement official which the prohibition-minded 
Los Angeles Times hoped would be leaving in 1924 was Los 
Angeles County District Attorney Asa Keyes. The Times was 
backing Los Angeles police judge Caryl M. Sheldon over Keyes 
in the election that year because the Times believed Keyes was 
soft on bootleggers. During the campaign, Sheldon contrasted 
his high conviction rate of liquor cases in the city with the 
situation in the county, where 58.5 percent of those accused of 
bootlegging were let off - mainly on the grounds of insufficient 
evidence. This low conviction rate, plus the fact that Keyes 
hadn't vigorously promoted abatement proceedings against 
bootleggers, had, according to Sheldon, led to a flight of liquor 
violators from the city to the county.42 

The Times not only saw the election as a test of the county's 
resolve towards prohibition enforcement, but also as a test of 
viability of the U.S. Constitution itself. The Times called it a 
"situation fraught with peril" when the "flouting of one law is 
leading is to the flouting of other laws." Indeed, the Times 
hinted darkly that "the rocks are ahead" should Keyes be re- 
elected.43 
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DONALD R. SPIVACK COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA)September 15, 1998 CRA's role in 
the history and development of Skid Row Los Angeles.

(It is interesting to be part of this project. I think it will be very exciting to assemble everybody's 
different perspectives on the development of what we call the "Central City East" area of downtown Los 
Angeles. Let me start with a brief history of the evolution of the area.) The Central City East area of 
downtown Los Angeles is an area of approximately 50 city blocks. It is generally bounded by Third Street 
on the north, Alameda Street on the east, Seventh Streeton the south and Main Street on the west. It is 
a portion of Greater Downtown, the roughly triangular area bounded by the Pasadena and Harbor 
Freeways on the west, the Los Angeles River on the north and east, and the Santa Monica Freeway on 
the south. This boundary includes downtown, with the city’s major high-rise buildings (Bunker Hill and 
the Financial District); the city’s historic core from both the Spanish era (Olvera Street and El Pueblo 
State Historic Park)and the American era (Broadway and Spring Streets); the ethnic communities of 
Chinatown and Little Tokyo; and the large concentration of industrial zones that comprise the garment, 
produce, seafood, flower and toy centers. History of the Central City Area. When the Spanish first 
founded Los Angeles (1) in 1781, they sited it near a pre-existing Native American settlement (“Yang-
na”) along the Los Angeles River a short distance northeast of the current El Pueblo Historic Park at 
Olvera Street. (The city center was relocated to Olvera Street in 1815 because of repeated flooding 
at the first site.) Los Angeles’ primary role was as an agricultural station to supply the nearby Spanish 
Missions. For many years, the area was predominantly agricultural, being on the flood plain of the Los 
Angeles River and thus fertile for the growing of crops, accessible to a steady water supply, flat enough 
to be easily built on, and 

1. Originally named  El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de Los Angeles de Porciúncula , in English the City of Our Lady Queen of the Angels 
of Porciúncula.
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easily accessible to surrounding ranches and to the Missions. 

As the city grew south and west from Olvera Street, skirting the Elysian Hills (including what is now 
downtown’s Bunker Hill), the flood plain in the immediate downtown area -- generally the area east of 
Main Street -- remained agricultural until the railroads came into Southern California in the 1870’s. (2)

That put the railroads on the edge of the emerging downtown, which was developing along Main and 
Spring Streets and Broadway generally south of First Street. With the coming of the railroads, a number 
of things happened. The area east of downtown began to evolve from its original agricultural (largely 
vineyard) nature into an industrial district. It was well-suited for that from the perspective that it was 
close to the river, now had railroad access, and was pretty much flat land so it was easy to develop with 
industrial uses -- which initially emerged from the agricultural base that was the city’s economic 
mainstay. Even in the early days, a lot of the industrial activity in Los Angeles was seasonal, so there was 
historically a very large transient population that came to Los Angeles for work. Once the railroads were 
in place, that population arrived on the trains and was delivered directly into the city’s industrial 
zone. Much of the industry, even in the early days, was related to agriculture, the primary focus of what 



was going on in the settlement -- growing, packing and shipping agricultural products including livestock, 
fruits and vegetables. The railroads themselves, since Los Angeles was a railhead, also generated a 
transient population in the area made up of the engineers, brakemen and other personnel 
who operated and managed the trains. They would come in on the train, and they had a couple of days’ 
layover in the community. This temporal population gave rise to the need for, and thus the development 
of, hotels that provided living space for a primarily single male population coming into Los Angeles for 
short term or seasonal work. These “single room occupancy” hotels, with their small rooms and 
communal baths, were affordable temporary places to live. Because the area had predominantly a single 
adult male population, it attracted services that catered to that population, including small shops; bars, 
saloons and restaurants; brothels, the forerunners of today’s “dance clubs”; and other 
social, recreational and meeting places. Some of the organizations that evolved into the 

2. When the railroads first entered Los Angeles, they came down along the banks of the Los Angeles River which, being flat, was the easiest 
route for them to follow.
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social service organizations of today started as organizations to serve a temporary population with 
cultural, recreational or other diversions and with services which people away from home needed. 

In addition, because the area was adjacent to the railroad, and Los Angeles was essentially the end of 
the railroad in the United States, (3) people who were coming west looking for opportunities would 
arrive in Los Angeles. They were, again, largely single and primarily male individuals. 

Many of them were social misfits, escaping from a less-than-rosy past elsewhere, so they were 
essentially rootless in Los Angeles. Others were here to seek a fortune and to either form families 
or bring families from “back east.” So there was a demand for additional social services. These were 
initially delivered by organizations such as the religious-based missions. Many of the missions that now 
deliver shelter and other services to the homeless and downtrodden have roots that go back over a 
hundred years. The missions began to appear as the transient single male population began to grow in 
the area, here to serve people migrating to Los Angeles looking for an opportunity to find work, settle 
and either form a family or bring a family from the east, or migrating here to escape a troubled past 
elsewhere in the United States. 

With successive waves of new job opportunities in Los Angeles -- the discovery of petroleum shortly 
before the end of the 1800’s, the arrival of the film industry shortly after 1900, the beginning of 
automobile manufacture in the early 1900’s among them -- additional migration occurred. Most of it 
came first to Central City East since, again, most arrivals were by train. Moreover, the downtown offered 
the greatest range not only of housing options but also of transit options for access to jobs elsewhere, 
(4) and was therefore an easy base of operations until housing was found in other locations. 

The fact that the hotels were here, and the social services were here, made this area an ideal resting 
place during the Great Depression of the 1930’s. During this period, there was a 

3. The railroads from the eastern United States initially went to San Francisco. Los Angeles was served by a branch line from there for many 
years before a direct link to the east was finally built. 4. The region’s extensive inter-urban rail network -- the Red Cars -- as well as its local 
streetcar system emanated from downtown. For many years, travelers from the east were advised by the railroads of the existence of the Pacific 



Electric “Red Car” system for travel around Southern California. The system was operated by a company affiliated with the Union Pacific 
Railroad.
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substantial migration of individuals coming to the west coast because of lack of employment 
opportunities elsewhere in the country, and the expectation that Los Angeles had the “pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow.” Many people felt that if you got to Los Angeles, life would be good, everything was 
going to be all right. By and large, it turned out that for a lot of people it wasn't all right. But, in 
any event, the area had the missions and the other social services for the population that began to 
cluster here during the Depression. To a large degree this population consisted of hobos, rail riders and 
others who migrated from place to place, some in search of work, some simply moving around because 
of restlessness. Some of these people stayed for longer periods of time, some of them would stay for 
only a couple of days and then catch the train going somewhere else. Many of these individuals were 
alcohol addicted, often they were unemployable, and several of the social service organizations focused 
on “saving” such people. 

The role of the area again evolved during the second World War when Los Angeles was a stopping point 
for a lot of people coming either to find work in the war industries or to be shipped off to 
the Pacific. The hotels were a stopping place for people in transit. During this period the missions and 
other social service organizations were supplemented by organizations that catered to the military 
personnel who were coming through here. The USO was located in Skid Row. Many of the small 
theaters, bars, cafés and adult bookstores that are still here trace their roots to that period of time. They 
have evolved into the triple X theaters that we see today (they were probably only one X at that 
time). Again, it all traces back to there being a continuing substantial single male population flowing 
through here. Moreover, it should be remembered that Los Angeles was a relatively segregated city in 
the 1940’s and many new arrivals were African-American, so their options for places to live were limited 
to parts of downtown, Watts and a relatively few other communities. 

After the war a number of people who -- having gone through Los Angeles on their travels during the 
Depression or on their way to war in the Pacific -- had liked Los Angeles came back here to settle. This 
was the part of Los Angeles that they knew, so this is where they first came back. Over time a couple of 
things happened. The demand for the hotels to be primarily space for railroad workers and others 
seasonal employees declined. The population that settled in this area because of the availability of social 
services and inexpensive housing -- still a population of low income and/or substance dependence -- 
became more permanent and aged. The population that 
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could relocate elsewhere in the city or the region moved away. Thus, Central City East became an area 
that had the more stereotypical Skid Row type population (people with alcohol dependence, other 
substance abuse difficulties, mental incapacity, long-term unemployability and the like). Thus, the area 
evolved from being primarily providing commercial hotels to a transient but working population to one 
that was providing more long-term places for people to live at the lowest levels of income and 
affordability. They were people who were generally elderly, often long-term substance abusers, of low 



income, but this was a neighborhood with which they were familiar, containing the facilities with which 
they were familiar, and the services they needed and used were there. 

It is kind of interesting to look at the hotels that have big signs on them. All the hotels on this side of 
town have their big signs pointing east rather than pointing west (where downtown is today), and 
that's because this is where the railroad stations were. That is why everything faces east. The main 
entry point to Los Angeles was in what now is Skid Row and people who could went from here into the 
rest of the city as opposed to today when they come from other directions. But in any event, the 
occupancies of the hotels evolved over time to a more permanent, but still a very low-income 
population with continuing problems of substance abuse, medical problems, physical and/or 
mental impairments, and lack of employability. 

In the 1950’s and 1960’s, a couple of things began to happen in the area. One of these was additional 
commercial and industrial growth, which began to impinge on the residential base in the area. At the 
same time, the City concluded that a lot of the buildings in the area, particularly the hotels, were 
seismically deficient or failed to meet other health and safety codes, and began to issue orders to 
correct or demolish the buildings -- to either bring them up to code or take them down because they 
were deemed by the City to be unsafe for people to live in. Because the revenues being generated out 
of those hotels generally didn't support the cost of repairs to bring them up to code, most owners 
opted to demolish. As a result, we went from roughly 15,000 units here in the mid-1960’s to about 7,500 
units in the area by the early 1970’s. 

There was a substantial amount of displacement of the resident population that resulted from property 
owners choosing to comply with seismic codes by demolishing the buildings rather than repairing 
them. That also fed into the fact that there was additional value to be had by selling the 
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property for industrial or related development, than to keep it in residential use. So, it was both the 
pressure of seismic code enforcement and demand for sites for the growing industries in the area (food, 
produce, garment and flower related) that precipitated the loss of almost half of the area’s housing 
stock. (The toy industries came much later.) The industrial pressure combined with the code pressure 
led to a lot of the units being demolished, and a substantial displacement of the population. 

In the early 1970’s, the City came to the conclusion, after having adopted the redevelopment program 
for Bunker Hill (which also had a great deal of displacement associated with it) that there needed to be a 
redevelopment program for other portions of downtown Los Angeles, including most of the central 
business district and the Skid Row area. Having gone through the experience in Bunker Hill with the 
displacement that occurred there, (5) and having to some degree one through the displacement in this 
area as a result of the afore-mentioned code enforcement, one of the big issues that came up during the 
discussion of the Central Business District Redevelopment Plan was, what would be the appropriate 
direction to take in the Central City East area -- Skid Row. There was a great deal of debate at that time 
as to whether Los Angeles should follow the direction that most other major cities were taking, which 
was to demolish Skid Row and see where people end up, but in any event to get rid of it -- which, 
I believe, was actually part of the community plan in the 1970’s era -- or do something to stabilize it. 



The decision was made with the adoption of the redevelopment plan in 1975 that the program in 
Central City East would be to try to stabilize it, create and maintain a base of low-income housing and 
the delivery of social services following a policy that was subsequently referred to as a “Policy 
of Containment.” The containment idea was not so much that you put a fence around Skid Row to keep 
people in, but you designate an area in which facilities and services will be encouraged to centralize and 
exist because you have a population in the area that needs the facilities and needs the services. The area 
that is referred to is Central City East -- bounded by roughly Third Street on the north, Seventh Street on 
the south, Alameda Street on the east and Main Street on the west. There were two primary things to 
take place in that area. One was the 

5. In fairness, it needs to be noted that there had been complaints about the deterioration of Bunker Hill as far back as the 1930’s and that, by 
the time the redevelopment program for Bunker Hill was being considered in the late 1950’s, the Health Department had categorized over 80% 
of the residential units on Bunker Hill as unfit for occupancy.
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preservation and appropriate expansion of residential facilities (for the most part the single room 
occupancy hotels in the area) and social services, and the other was to provide for industrial growth to 
take place in the area. 

The Redevelopment Plan was adopted in 1975 and there was litigation over the plan’s implementation 
that delayed any action for a couple of years. A stipulated judgment was executed in 1977 that 
allowed implementation of the redevelopment plan to go forward. One of the first actions was to begin 
to create mechanisms to stabilize the housing in the area. That included providing funds to begin to 
acquire, rehabilitate and then sell to nonprofit organizations a number of the single room occupancy 
(SRO) hotels and some of the other institutions that existed in the area, and to begin to deliver into the 
area a basic net of amenities. These included two parks that serve the area, about a third of an acre 
each, one at Sixth and Gladys Streets, and one at Fifth and San Julian Streets. These were the first efforts 
to introduce some kind of public amenities, if you will, into the area, coupled with a program that tried 
to identify among all of the SRO units what were called “priority intervention” areas, that is, areas in 
which there were clusters of hotels where it made sense to try to create some type of residential 
neighborhood because there were substantial numbers of hotels there. The first cluster was the one 
around Fifth and San Julian Streets, where the park is. 

The first couple of hotels to be acquired and rehabilitated were in that immediate area (the Ross and the 
Panama among them) to begin to create a neighborhood of some sort by providing for some 
stabilization of the existing base of housing. The first couple of units were done with private owners. It 
became fairly early apparent that it was very difficult to find private owners who were both able to carry 
out a rehabilitation and maintain and operate a quality building. So, in the early 1980’s the direction 
moved to the creation of the Single Room Occupancy Housing Corporation, a semi-independent non-
profit entity set up by the Redevelopment Agency. The Corporation’s responsibility was, focusing on the 
Priority Intervention areas, to acquire a substantial number of the SRO hotels, rehabilitate them (or in 
some cases where they were beyond rehabilitation, replace them) and then operate them under 
a managed quality program that also provided services and guarantees of affordable rents. Later on 
additional nonprofit organizations came in. A second program was to try to consolidate a number of the 
social services into, in essence, the heart of the Central City East area to make them more easily 
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accessible to the local population. 

One of the largest rehabilitation projects and one that had a great impact in terms of the street activity 
was the conversion of the El Rey Hotel at Sixth and San Pedro Streets into the Weingart Center. That had 
been one of the most notorious hotels in terms of being the center of crimes. My recollection is a 
statistic like there were more homicides that took place in that hotel than took place virtually in the rest 
of downtown together. So, it was a very substantial criminal hotspot in the area, and is now one of the 
most important centers for the delivery of health and other services. 

The effort in the area, then, was then three-fold. One, to try to stabilize the residential base by funding 
the acquisition, rehabilitation and quality operation of SRO hotels. Two, along with that, to attract and 
consolidate social services into locations that were physically proximate to where the population 
was. Three, to retain and expand the industrial base in the area. 

While all of these efforts were going on, there was and there continues to be a population that lives 
outside of the residential units. There's a street population and there’s been a street population for 
probably as long as there have been streets in this part of town. That has caused continuing conflicts 
with other parties in the community, not the least of which is the conflict that's caused because a 
substantial portion of the industrial base in this area is food based. You have some very significant 
health issues with regard to food industries when you have a population living on the streets in close 
proximity that doesn't have sanitary facilities. So that became a major point of conflict, and one that has 
not yet been fully resolved. 

The second area of conflict is simply that we're dealing with a relatively small geographic area. We're 
dealing with an area of about 50 city blocks. The priority, from the public sector perspective, for almost 
the entire period since we began operating in this area in the late 1970’shas been on the stabilization of 
the residential base. There were substantial objections from local property owners leading to some 
lawsuits over efforts to expand the number of residential units. One of the resolutions was the only 
place in which there could be expansion of the number of residential units was west of San Pedro Street, 
but east of San Pedro Street there could only be replacement on a one-for-one basis of any unit that was 
removed.  So, there was not to be any 
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expansion of the residential numbers in that latter area, but there could be relocation and consolidation 
of units to maintain a residential base and potentially provide for some industrial expansion. As I said, 
that was a result of a number of legal challenges. 

Today, there are approximately 6,500 residential units in the Central City East area. After the 
redevelopment program was established, there was a substantial reduction in the rate of demolitions, 
and by and large there have not been substantial reductions in the stock since the early 1980’s. And to 
this point (late 1998), about 50% of the stock has been rehabilitated and brought under management of 
one or another nonprofit organization. So, there has been some substantial improvement of the 
housing stock. There has also been an expansion of the delivery of services that included, among other 
things, the creation of emergency and other shelter beds. 



Back in the early 1980’s, there was a recognition that there was a population living on the streets for 
whom moving into a permanent residential facility wasn't in the cards, at least in the short term, and 
that the street population exceeded the capacity of available shelter facilities. That led, first, to a 
volunteer program sponsored by the unions to create a temporary shelter. That temporary shelter at 
one point was located on the parking lot at the southeast corner of Sixth and San Pedro Streets. That 
emergency shelter, and others that followed, were responses to growing public recognition that there 
was population that was unhoused at all. The response started with shelters that were only night time 
shelters. There was no provision of any facilities for people who were in a shelter bed at night, and not 
everybody was ever given a shelter bed. But there was originally no provision for what people did during 
the day. 

Over the last several years there has been a recognition that you need to provide 24-hour facilities, and 
you need to provide more than simply a bed. A number of the shelter facilities now have gone to 24-
hour operation. But numerically, we probably have not met the total need, in terms of what the 
population of the area would demand. 

We're facing now a couple of additional challenges. One is that there still is about 50% of the housing 
stock that needs to be stabilized. We're facing this at a time when funds to carry those programs out 
are becoming harder and harder to find. There also is, because of the recession and other changes in 
society, less willingness on the part of the private sector to provide funds for
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social service organizations. Fund raising is becoming more and more difficult. So, there are, at least in 
many operations, cutbacks in services because of shortage of funds. 

One of the things that has come along to try to deal with that situation was the creation, a couple of 
years ago, of the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, which actually emerged out of a lawsuit 
between the City and the County as to who was more to blame for taking housing out of the area. But 
the result was the creation of a joint City-County entity that is responsible for the delivery and at least 
some funding of social services through the County, with the recognition that there is a substantial 
portion of those services delivered in the downtown area, and that there needs to be a fairly substantial 
amount. There are some interesting issues that probably still need to be looked at, and there are open 
questions right now. One of the policies that was adopted in 1976 with the redevelopment program was 
a policy that said that Central City East is a place to provide housing for single adults, it's not a place for 
families and children. So, there should not be any public funds directed toward the provision of facilities 
that will serve families and children on Skid Row because they don't belong there. There is nothing 
wrong with providing emergency intake services under this policy but there should not be permanent 
housing provided in Skid Row for that segment of the population: they belong in other neighborhoods, 
and every effort should be made to get them to other neighborhoods. There is, right now, a growing 
number of families and children in the Row, for which some of the institutions are providing not only 
emergency but also continuing housing and services, so that issue is by virtue of reality up for further 
discussion. 

There is the continuing conflict between what appears to be a growing demand for new industrial space, 
and pressure on the balance of the housing stock. (6)



One of the changes that took place in the neighborhood in the last 10 years is the introduction of the 
toy and wholesale electronics trade industries. Eleven years ago there weren't any such businesses. It 
is really in the last decade that they've developed here. It's kind of interesting to note that the police 
station at Sixth and Wall Streets was built as a blank wall building because 

6. That portion of the housing stock which has received public funding for rehabilitation and/or operation is not threatened.
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essentially everything around it at the time was a blank wall building. The area has now evolved into a 
lot of small wholesalers that open out on the streets, so the police building has gotten out of synch with 
the style of the buildings around it, but it was completely in synch when it was built. That whole 
industrial base, that whole trade base, which is a very significant one in that itis primarily small family 
businesses, has gone from essentially zero to about three-quarters of a billion dollars a year in activity 
flowing through this neighborhood, in just about 10 years. It has substantially taken the ground floor 
space in the area that was agreed would be the area for housing expansion. So, the opportunities for 
additional housing to be introduced into that zone that was designated for new housing have been 
substantially reduced by the growth of the toy industry. 

There is a continuing desire to try to come to some resolution to -- and with -- the population that's 
living on the streets. To the extent that some of that population is looking to be housed, it'sa matter 
of providing an affordable supply. To the extent that there is a segment of the population that chooses 
not to be housed, that's a whole different question, and I won't even hazard to get into that. 

One of the important things that is happening in this area is that it is showing economic growth, even as 
other parts of the downtown are not. While we were going through the major downsizing of the 
financial institutions, and the banks were laying off people left, right and center, this area was 
creating employment. So, you've got this whole shift of where employment growth is taking place in 
downtown that has emerged essentially in the same time period as the toy industry, and then 
particularly has continued to emerge while much of the rest of the region was in recession. So it's kind 
of an interesting anomaly that what most people consider to be the most depressed part of Los Angeles 
has got one of the best economic growth rates of the city. That gets to be more significant when you 
realize that much of the industrial space this side of the hills is not within the city. The majority of the 
industrially zoned land in the city of Los Angeles is in the San Fernando Valley. With the exception of 
Central City East area, and the area east of it across the river along Soto Street and down to the Vernon 
city boundary, and a short distance up on San Fernando Road and Mission Road, there is virtually no 
other significant industrial space within the city of Los Angeles until you get to the Harbor. There are 
small spots of isolated industrial zones, but virtually all of the industrial space that is in the corridor 
between
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downtown Los Angeles and San Pedro, Wilmington and Long Beach is in the county or in other 
municipalities, which is why the Alameda Corridor project (7) is real interesting because most of the 
industrial potential along it is at the two ends, and the two ends are in the city, but the corridor itself is 
not. The corridor has been largely welcomed by the communities that it goes through as a means of 
revitalizing and rebuilding those communities. It will have some impact in terms of providing some sites 
for development along the way, but essentially the corridor is a trench that will run trains that are put 



together at one end and taken apart at the other end, and if there are industrial opportunities that 
relate to it, they are at the two ends. 

And we're at one of them, up here. Going back to the question of containment, there was a recognition 
that the Central City East area should be looked at as a place in which services were delivered, rather 
than one that had firm boundaries that people should not be penetrating out from. That has evolved as 
some of the neighborhoods around evolved. Particularly, there is a growing conflict between the re-
emergence of the Little Tokyo area to the north (8) and the Central City East area. There is a 
lot of uncertainty in terms of public policy, and a lot of conflict in terms of public policy between an 
effort to revitalize the Historic Core to the west (9) and bringing new business activity into the largely 
vacant historic buildings there while sustaining the very low-income populations that are in Central City 
East and how to treat the two adjacent neighborhoods. 

Going southward there is some level of conflict with the garment industry, (10) although it's mitigated 
by kind of a warehouse band between the two districts. There is more conflict with the flower market 
(11) because they're right in the middle of an area affected by a large street-person 

7. An industrially oriented transportation project to substantially upgrade the rail link between the main railroad marshaling yards east of 
downtown and the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles. Most of the link will grade-separate the rail line from adjacent parcels, so that 
the primary impact (other than on traffic flow) will be to promote economic development opportunities at each end. The Central City East area is 
just north of the point where the rail corridor turns east to the marshaling yards.8. Little Tokyo is a 67 acre redevelopment project area focused 
on bringing the historic cultural and economic heart of the Japanese-American community in Southern California back to its original center. Little 
Tokyo is bounded by a line parallel to First Street on the north, Alameda Street on the east, Third Street on the south (which is also the northern 
boundary of Central City East) and Los Angeles Street on the west.9. The Historic Core abuts the Central City East area along Main Street, and 
extends generally between First Streeton the north and Ninth Street on the south. Major efforts are under way to re-use the large stock of 
vacant or nearly vacant buildings in the area, including attracting market rate loft-style residential and live-work uses.10. Generally located 
south of Ninth Street and east of Main Street.11. Located on Wall Street between Eighth and Ninth Streets. The block north of the Flower Market 
is largely occupied by parking lots and the pathways most often followed by potential patrons are often sites of large homeless presence. And 
there is the continuing issue, particularly over health, with the food industry that is generally east and southeast of the heart of Skid Row and 
clearly within the boundaries of Central City East, generally east of Towne Avenue.
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presence. And there is the continuing issue, particularly over health, with the food industry thatis 
generally east and southeast of the heart of Skid Row and clearly within the boundaries of Central City 
East, generally east of Towne Avenue.

The other side of the containment question -- and that's kind of a shorthand term that other people 
have coined for it, that's not what it was designated by public policy leaders -- is that when the idea was 
set forth to maintain services and housing units in the Skid Row area, it was done recognizing that 
historically there was a large concentration of very low income individuals there, and that uprooting 
them was neither sane nor sensible. The decision to concentrate services was made in a context that 
said that there also needed to be a decentralized regional approach to the problems and needs of low-
income and homeless populations. The answer to a homeless person in northeast Los Angeles County 
shouldn't be a need to be taken downtown, or from Venice to be taken downtown, or from San Pedro to 
be taken downtown, but that the downtown population merited services adapted to its own size 
and needs. But, in fact, that's largely the way it has operated for most of the time since the policy was 
adopted. The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority is in the process of taking a look at some attempt 
to regionalize its services, but the bottom line is that the not-in-my-backyard response to the delivery of 
social services geographically is very strong in much of the county, and it is weakest and has been 
historically most tolerated downtown. And for that reason a lot of services end up downtown almost by 



default, even though there is a need for them to be in other parts of the region. That's an issue that also 
will be coming to the fore as time goes on.

I think that the big issues that need to be dealt with right now are the continuing issues 
of residential/industrial conflict, the question of families and children, and the appropriate level 
of delivery of services in this area, as opposed to what's available elsewhere in the region. If there were 
dispersed services there would be less reason for all the population to be attracted to downtown. In 
essence you would “turn off the tap” of new entries and you'll have a stabilized population in the 
area. These are probably the three major questions that are the table right now.

(That's kind of a very quick overview. I'm sure I left a lot of gaps along the way. If there are questions or 
things like that, I can try to fill in some of them.) 

encampments.
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RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Business Improvement Districts and their Security Efforts

I assume that that's the point being planned. They're directed primarily to the provision of marketing, 
safety and security, and cleanliness. Clearly, their primary focus is with the industrial and commercial 
population. They're not intentionally out there to drive the residential population away, although 
there's obviously going to be an impact on the population that's on the street. It's going to play out, I 
would say, at this point. There has been some sense that as an area brings in a business improvement 
district (BID) and it starts to clean up, that it kind of forces the street population to go to an area that 
doesn't have a BID. I think that the experience with the BID’s we've had so far suggests that that's what's 
happening. But as the proliferate, anything is possible. One of the things that certainly we're not 
encouraging is that people get pushed away. One, because it's inhumane, and two, because it only puts 
them in another area that we're responsible for, so it doesn't save us anything. But that is an issue that's 
going to have to be played out.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Basis for Retaining Skid Row (“Containment”)

It was because of the experience in other places where you physically wipe out the neighborhood but 
you don't wipe out the people, and that there was a sense that, one, it was not a real humane thing to 
do to the people in the neighborhood, and two, it didn't solve the problem, it just moved it 
somewhere. And that it was at least easier to deal with if it was in an area that you knew and if you 
planned for it than to just wait and see where it popped up and have to react to it.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Financing Shelters

CRA’s involvement was one piece of it but at least when we were involved we were funding some 
shelter beds at the Weingart Center, we were funding shelter beds at Skid Row Development 
Corporation and a few other places. We had a program that funded 420 beds, give or take. We were up 
to 467 at the maximum. We had a few at sites outside downtown in South
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Central Los Angeles and in the Mid-City area. There were about five or six locations, so it was less than 
500 beds -- over 400, less than 500. Then there were some others that were funded by others.



RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Basis for CRA Funding of Shelters and the Limitations on CRA Funding at 
Present

It was litigation. It was properly what we refer to as the “Bernardi Lawsuit” against the approval and 
adoption of the Central Business District Redevelopment Plan. That litigation, named for former 
Councilman Ernani Bernardi, one of the litigants, resulted in a stipulated judgment that validated the 
redevelopment plan and established a lifetime “cap” of $750,000,000 on tax increment receipts in the 
redevelopment project area. It also proscribed redevelopment area in a geographic area called “Map 
Book 5151,” essentially the heart of the Financial District around Fifth and Flower Streets. Then there 
was litigation between the City and County, I think it was like 1984, that I referred to earlier, where the 
two parties sued each other over who was responsible for the homeless population, who had caused 
increasing homelessness in Skid Row, with the city accusing the county of doing so by cutting off general 
relief and other services, and the county blaming the city for displacing people by its code enforcement 
and redevelopment activities. In addition, under threat of litigation to prevent CRA’s assisting in the 
rehabilitation of the Central Library (located in the Map Book 5151 area), the CRA agreed to fund the 
approximately 420 shelter beds referred to above.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Job Opportunities in Central City East

In the short term, there are a whole lot of opportunities because they're almost all very small 
businesses. They're mom and pop operations, and if they employ one other member of the family, that's 
about as far as they go. They're all very small. So, you'll find one or two jobs at best in each of those 
businesses. As some of the businesses evolve and some of the growth is in areas other than toys, 
electronics, silk flowers and some of those very small businesses, such as more growth in the larger food 
business and some related things that may be happening there, job opportunities will increase. There 
are new buyers who have recently taken over the Ryckoff plant at Seventh and Alameda Streets, and 
you will probably get in that area larger businesses,

-------Page 16:

and I think there will be some additional opportunities. The reasons that you don't want to lose the 
industrial base is that there are several thousands of low-income people employed here, which gets into 
a whole question of homeless vs. welfare to work vs. bottom level not on welfare people. All of them 
are competing essentially for the same piece of a job market, if there is competition for anything. If 
these industries move out of this area, there are several thousands of people who don't have access to 
transportation to get to where the businesses would be likely to go .A fellow from the Inland Empire, 
who's name is Richard Meruelo, bought the Ryckoff buildings. One of his businesses is a furniture 
manufacturing business, so, I think he's bringing that in, but he's looking for mostly food-related 
businesses to come in there. That property is immediately adjacent to the wholesale produce market, so 
it would be a logical extension for activity there.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Something on Businesses

The price certainly had something to do with it, but that type of business does require industrial zoning.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Makeup of Local Business Operators; Job Training



It varies. Many of the smaller merchants are Korean; a lot of them live in Koreatown. There are quite a 
few that are ethnic Chinese. Some are from China and some are ethnic Chinese from Korea. They live 
generally in Koreatown, down the Crenshaw Corridor and the ones who are doing real well are down in 
South Bay. A couple of places have done training programs, some related to their shelter and some 
more related to people that agreed to go in their programs. The food missions have done that. The 
government had an incubator program where they tried to bring in and get some small business
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formation and provide opportunities for local residents to get trained and have jobs in some of these 
businesses.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Transients looking for Day Work

There's a known quantity of populations that are clustering at some of these other sites, like down 
around Pico Boulevard and Main Street.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION - Evaluation of Progress under CRA

CRA was one of the first players to come down here. I think when you look in terms of where was the 
neighborhood when we started and where is it today, it's measurably better. It's got along way to go to 
be a nice neighborhood, of that there's no question, but if you look back to what it was in the late 
1960’s, the late 1970’s, even the early 1980’s, crime stats are a lot less than they used to be. Violent 
crime is a lot less than it was. There are a couple of thousand fairly decent places for people to 
live. There are a number of very well run places for people to live. There are parts of the world that 
there's no problem walking through. From the perspective of where it started, there's been a lot of 
improvement. There's nothing from that perspective. Is it finished? No. Is it a lot better? Yes. Should 
it get a lot better? Yes. Is it going to get a lot better? Let's hope so. CRA has spent about $100 million in 
the area, most of which went into the housing stabilization, some of which went into the operation of 
public facilities such as the parks and into the shelters. Eighty ($80) million of the $100 million went into 
housing, and the investment I believe has been worth it, in terms of not only what they do for people 
who live in them, but for having stabilized parts of the community because of the clustering. A couple of 
blocks around some of those locations have, in fact, begun to create, as it were, a neighborhood in this 
area.

https://www.scribd.com/document/59101874/History-of-Skid-Row
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Morning
CAROLINE RYDER | MAY 16, 2007 | 4:10PM

It’s 6 a.m. and a quiet throng has

gathered at the corner of Los Angeles

and Fifth streets. They’re outside King

Eddy Saloon, an unapologetic pocket of

reality in the heart of a rapidly

gentrifying downtown. At 6:01 a.m. the

bartender unlocks the front door, and the

regulars assume their seats around the

large square bar, as they have done since

the dawn of the King Eddy.

https://www.laweekly.com/authors/caroline-ryder-2127486
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Today’s bunch of drinkers include a

leathery-faced lady with lockjaw and

fingerless gloves, a gray-suited man with

glassy eyes, and an ancient Frenchman

who forcefully kisses my hand and begs

to know how long I will stay.

“I just want to look at you for a little

while,” he explains. He’s a resident of one

of the downtown homeless missions.

The bartender, a matronly Latina with

thin penciled eyebrows, checks bank

notes with a UV scanner and starts

pouring drinks while the patrons gaze

silently at one of the many televisions in

the bar. Currently playing: the Christie

Brinkley workout video.
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Breakfast is available — an egg is 25 cents,

a bowl of chili is $2.75, and biscuits,

sausage and hash browns not much

more than that — but no one seems

interested in ordering food this morning.

Why would they, when house cocktails

are $2.50, and a pitcher of beer $8?
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The bar, part of the landmarked King

Edward Hotel, is more than 115 years old

— it’s rumored that when Teddy

Roosevelt stayed at the King Edward

during his presidency, he’d sneak down

to the King Eddy for a drink. But despite

its age, King Eddy keeps up with the

times. There’s even a King Eddy MySpace

page, with Pink Floyd’s “Wish You Were

Here” as its theme song. “So you think

you can tell heaven from hell?” sings

David Gilmour over and over again on

the page. After a few hours inside the

King Eddy, I’m not sure I can tell

anymore. The décor is sports-bar bright

and depressing. Paintings of nude

brunettes line the walls. Miller- and
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Coors-branded Tiffany-style lampshades

hang from the ceiling. There’s a mini

Budweiser Blimp floating in the corner

and eight nodding dog heads on a shelf

above the cash register.

An Armenian gentleman called Caren sits

in the bar’s smoking patio, reading the

 and shaking his head. He’s

looking at a story about how downtown

loft developers are failing to create

enough affordable units for middle-class

people.

L.A. Times
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“$1,700 a month for rent,” he mutters.

He’s been coming to the King Eddy for 10

years, and gentrification, he says, is just

the latest in a series of challenges faced

by the bar and other downtown dives like

it.

First there was Prohibition, during which

the King Eddy’s owners operated a

speakeasy downstairs, with a full bar and

a dance floor. It was connected to other

basement speakeasies around downtown

through an intricate series of

underground tunnels. The next headache

came during the 1970s, when all the Skid

Row alcoholics began spending their

money on crack.
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“There used to be 18 bars around Main

Street — most of them closed down

because of crack,” says Caren

mournfully, and you get the feeling he

has this conversation every day.

He tells us about the Ralphs being built

on Ninth and Hope streets, about how

Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s are still

too scared to come downtown, but that

there is a Food4Less on 55th Street. The

area around King Eddy is in such deep

transition that you can’t help wondering

how long things will stay the same. And

yet, except for the gently rising price of a

drink, things often do stay the same at

the King Eddy.
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RELATED TOPICS:  

Caren talks for a while longer, because

that’s what people do at King Eddy’s —

they tell you their stories. They’ll even

buy you a drink, and not always because

they want to sleep with you.

Alternatively, they might insult you — and

that, depending on your viewpoint, is half

the fun.

King Eddy Saloon, 131 E. Fifth St.,

downtown; open daily, 6 a.m.-1 a.m. (213)

629-2023. To read Nancy Rommelmann’s

2000 cover story on the King Eddy

Saloon, “Sanctuary,” check laweekly.com.

NEWS A CONSIDERABLE TOWN

https://www.laweekly.com/news
https://www.laweekly.com/topic/a-considerable-town-2369065
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The AIDS Healthcare Foundation announced Monday that it has purchased a historic — and nearly unoccupied —

downtown hotel as the next step in its initiative to provide affordable housing for homeless people.

The foundation’s new homeless division will refurbish the King  Edward  Hotel  on the edge of skid row and lease

its 150 rooms at rates as low as $400 per month, President Michael Weinstein said.

At a reception in the lobby of the 1906 building near 5th and Los Angeles streets, Weinstein said the project will

demonstrate how homeless people can be housed quickly and at far lower cost than through the housing

construction program being pursued by the city.

The foundation’s goal, Weinstein said, is to open 10,000 units in five years. The city plans to add the same

number of units of permanent supportive housing with help from funds authorized by Proposition HHH, but in 10

years.

The measure, approved by city voters in 2016, authorizes $1.2 billion in borrowing over 10 years to augment

other sources of public and private funding for construction of homeless housing, shelters and other facilities.

Weinstein challenged the city to follow the foundation’s lead in finding underused existing buildings and

adopting the single-room occupancy model to speed up and reduce the cost of housing the homeless.

1 +

Historic King Edward Hotel to get a makeover as
single-room occupancy for homeless people
Smith, Doug.Los Angeles Times (Online), Los Angeles: Tribune Interactive, LLC. Apr 30, 2018.
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Permanent supportive housing being partially funded through Proposition HHH is costing more than $400,000

per unit, city records show.

“If we spend $400,000 to $500,000 per unit to house a single person, then we’re going to run out of money very

quickly,” Weinstein said. “We have to look at a maximum of $100,000 per unit if we’re going to make a dent in this

problem.”

The nonprofit organization is a philanthropic powerhouse that operates a global network of clinics and

pharmacies and plasters cities with provocative billboards for HIV and STD testing.

It has also become a polarizing player in local and state politics, bankrolling ballot measures on drug pricing,

condoms in adult films and Los Angeles real estate development. It poured millions of dollars into the campaign

for Measure S, which would have imposed a moratorium lasting up to two years on L.A. building projects that

require zoning changes and other alterations in city rules.

The King Edward is the third project of the foundation’s new housing arm called the Healthy Housing Foundation.

It has also purchased the nearby Madison Hotel on 7th Street, whose 220 single-occupancy units are about

three-fourths leased, and the Sunset 8 Motel in Hollywood, which it is using for family housing.

“We believe that is the long-term answer to solving the homeless problem,” Weinstein said. “We should be able to

utilize a market model to have modest accommodations for people of very low income.”

A spokesman for the foundation said the purchase, which closed Wednesday, was for $15.25 million. Not

counting about $4.7 million for commercial and retail space, that works out to $70,446 per unit, he said.

The foundation will spend from $3,000 to $5,000 per unit on paint, flooring and fixtures and will lease the units as

they are finished. The building currently has 35 tenants who will be moved into the renovated units, Weinstein

said.

He said the foundation is still looking for other properties and challenged the city to do the same.

doug.smith@latimes.com

@LATDoug
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IDENTIFICATION

1q-~53-'`~~	 19-1670311 . Common name :	KING EDWARD HOTEL	
2. Historic name, if known :	King Edward Hotel	~+V-\ t	~ 'L1L/I

1	
r

'	3. Street or rural address	121 East Fifth Street	= ~- (~~~~ '~r/

City : LOSAngeles	 ZIP : go0l'	 County : Los Antze7.es	
Charicd He er o for the

4. Present owner, if known :

	

Address: 1880CeritU'MyPArk e #800

City :	Los And eles	 zip : 90013	 Ownership is : Public l l

	

Private C

5. Present Use :	hotel and stores	Original Use :	hotel	

Other past uses :	

DESCRIPTION

6. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its original
condition :

The hotel structure is a six story plus basement brick building .
The ground floor is taken up by small shops whose different otimers
have altered the facade . On the second and sixth levels, some hori-
zontal brick layers are recessed, creating the impression of large
light bands cut by thinner dark ones . Windows on level two have
radiating brick tops . Hotel has heavy ornamental cornice with
brackets .

7. Locational sketch map (draw and label site and
surrounding streets, r ads, and prominent landmarks) :

NORTH

DPR 523 (Rev . 7/75)

Na

Serjq°0019-' , Site	Mo.

	

Yr. _

UTM	Q	NR3L SHL_

Lat	Lon	Era

	

Sig

8. Approximate property size :

Lot size (in feet) Frontage	1.00	

Depth	140	
or approx . acreage

9. Condition : (check one)

a.- Excellent

d. Deteriorated l l

[- I

	

b. Good FXJ

	

c. Fair

e. No longer in existence

n
b. Scattered buildings

d. Residential

0f. Industrial

12. Threats to site : ~--~ ~

a. None known I I b. Private development ' I

c . Zoning 0

	

d . Public Works project A
e. Vandalism l-l f. Other

13. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s), September 1976

n
a

Fed

n
10. Is the feature a. Altered?	 X

	

b. Unaltered? []

11. Surroundings : (Check more than one if necessary)

a. Open land

c. Densely built-up

e. Commercial FLI
g. Other

	 1 4e*State of California -

	

ResOdrces Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

	

0
91



NOTE: The following (Items 14-19) are for structures only .

14. Primary exterior building material : a. Stone 0 b. Brick

f. Other U
15. Is the structure : a . On its original site? r}

	

b. Moved?

16. Year of initial construction	 1906

17. Architect (if known) :

18. Builder (if known) :

19. Related features : a. Barn El b. Carriage house 0

	

c. Outhouse

f. Windmill Q

	

g. Watertower/tankhouse 0

	

h. Other L	 i . None lxl
SIGNIFICANCE

20. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site when known) :

! .hen the King Edward Hotel was erected in 1906 it was admittedly
not among the larger of the hotels in the city . It was, however,
called one of the handsomest in the toxin, and boasted such refine-
ments as having telephones in every room . The construction of this
fine hotel, along vrith nearby hostelries such as the Alexandria, pro-
vided a basis for an influx of tourists into the Los Angeles area,
leading to its growth and development . Today, the King Edward re-
mains as a distinctive and well-preserved edifice in a rapidly
deteriorating section of the dovmtovm area .

	 Parkinson and. Bergstrom

21. Main theme of the historic resource : (Check only one) : a. Architecture

c. Economic/Industrial X] d. Exploration/Settlement

g. Religion l l h . Social/Education a
22. Sources: List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews, and their dates :

Insurance- 11"s of Loselec. Califarnia. New York : Sanborn Map Company,
IN + .

	

e Ex n

	

March 11, 1906, Page 45 . Loa Angeles Times,,
March 12, 90

	

February 18, 1906,V,24 . Sunset, January 1908, Page
248 .
23. Date form prepared : 9/1976 By (name) :	Dennis Smith-Tom Sitton

This date is: a. Factual I

(State Use Only)

c. Stucco

II

c. Unknown?

b. Estimated

I	
ki

n d. Shed(s) D I .

Q e. Government 0 f . Military

14 AV -
19-167031

d. Adobe 1:1 e. Wood Q

b. Arts & Leisure

Address : 900EX)'ositionBoulevard	city,Los Angeles
Phone:213)746-0410 x241 Organization :	NaturalHistoryTtv .Pttm

Formal garden(s)

0

zlP : 90007

40



DFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION * * * Oirectory of Properties io the Historic Property Oete File for LOS ANGELES Couoty. Pegs 332 04-05-12

DPERTY-NUMBER PRIMARV-# STREET ADDRESS NANES CITV.NANE OWN VR-C OHP-PROG.. PRG-REFERENCE-NUHBER STAT-DAT NRS CRIT

179857

178443

020966 19-167031

184504

095836 19-175123

19-174601

19-174006

105 E 5TH ST

116 E 5TH ST

121 E 5TH ST

300 E 5TH ST

310 E STN ST

417 E 5TH ST

617 E 5TH ST

721 E 5TH ST

2708 E 5TH ST

2727 E 5TH ST

3017 E 5TH ST

3021 E 5TH ST

3027 E 5TH ST

3037 E 5TH ST
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Additional Contemporary Photos 

 

 

King Edward Hotel 
South elevation  
Photograph taken: March 29, 2019 
 

 

 

King Edward Hotel 
South elevation and partial west elevation 
Photograph taken: December 17, 2018 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
South elevation and east elevation 
Photograph taken: March 29, 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
East elevation and north elevation 
Photo taken: December 17, 2018 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Lobby, facing north 
Photo taken: March 29, 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Lobby, facing west toward 119 E. Fifth Street 
Photo taken: December 17, 2018. 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Lobby, facing east toward 127 E. Fifth Street 
Photo taken: December 17, 2018. 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Lobby elevator, facing west toward 119 E. Fifth Street 
Photo taken: March 29, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Stained glass transom above elevator, behind plywood 
Photo taken: March 29, 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Cornerstone located on E. Fifth Street – JOHN PARKINSON ARCHITECT 
Photo taken: December 17, 2018 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Brass letters embedded in sidewalk – JOHN PARKINSON PROPERTY 
Photo taken: December 17, 2018 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Murals in basement of 129-131 E. Fifth Street, facing east 
Photo taken: March 8, 2019 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Murals in basement of 129-131 E. Fifth Street, facing west 
Photo taken: Mach 8, 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Murals in basement of 129-131 E. Fifth Street, facing east 
Photo taken: Mach 8, 2019 
 
 
 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Murals in basement of 129-131 E. Fifth Street, facing south 
Photo taken: Mach 8, 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Graffiti in basement of 127 E. Fifth Street, facing north 
Photo taken: Mach 8, 2019 
 
 



 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Graffiti in basement of 127 E. Fifth Street, facing east 
Photo taken: Mach 8, 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Graffiti in basement of 127 E. Fifth Street, facing east 
Photo taken: Mach 8, 2019 
 



Historical Photos 

 

King Edward Hotel 
Circa 1906 
Source: John Parkinson and Donald B. Parkinson, Architects, Los Angeles, 1922. Book. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Circa 1908-1918 
Source: c/o Stephen Gee. Pamphlet. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

King Edward Hotel lobby 
Circa 1908-1918 
Source: c/o Stephen Gee. Pamphlet. 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel lobby 
Circa 1925 
Source: c/o Stephen Gee. Pamphlet. 



 
 

King Edward Hotel lobby 
Circa 1967 
Source: UCLA Special Collections, Robert Luthardt Papers. 
 
 

 
 

King Edward Hotel 
Circa 1974 
Source: UCLA Special Collections, Robert Luthardt Papers. 
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 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) Yes [APN: 5148009008]
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 Airport Hazard None
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 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 Yes
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 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No
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 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 1.3475208
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      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

      Slip Geometry Reverse

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

      Rupture Top 5.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000
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      Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000
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 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No
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 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District HISTORIC CORE
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 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department
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 Police Information  
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                District / Fire Station 9
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2017-432-CPU-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

 CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: CPC-2010-213-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4.5 AND SECTION 16.05 OF ARTICLE 6.1 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC),
AND RELEVANT
SECTIONS OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, TO MODIFY THE AUTHORITY AND PROCEDURES FOR
EFFECTUATING A TRANSFER OF FLOOR AREA RIGHTS (TFAR) AND TO MAKE OTHER TECHNICAL CHANGES TO REFLECT
THE EXPIRATION OF THE AMENDED CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT AREA.

Case Number: CPC-2008-4502-GPA

Required Action(s): GPA-GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY PLAN AMENDMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND MODIFIED STREETS, CODE
CLARIFICATIONS

Case Number: CPC-2005-8250-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): AN INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING THE CONVERSIION, DEMOLITION, OR CHANGE OF USE
OF RESIDENTIAL HOTELS CITYWIDE.

Case Number: CPC-2005-361-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): CODE AMENDMENT TO UPDATE RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS AND INCENTIVIZE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY AREA.

Case Number: CPC-2005-1124-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): TO REQUIRE PROJECTS IN THE CENTRAL CITY COMMUNITY PLAN TO COMPLY WITH DESIGN AND STREETSCAPE
GUIDELINES

Case Number: CPC-2005-1122-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): INCENTIVES FOR HTE PRODUCTION OF AFFORDABLE AND WORKFORCE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY PLAN AREA

Case Number: CPC-2002-1128-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1986-606-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONCSISTENCY - CENTRAL CITY AREA - COMMUNITYWIDE ZONE CHANGES AND COMMUNITY PLAN
CHNAGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN.  INCLUDING CHANGESOF HEIGHT AS
NEEDED

Case Number: CPC-1985-342-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): ZONE CHANGE FROM M2, C5 AND CM TO (Q)C4

Case Number: ZA-2019-1091-CUW

Required Action(s): CUW-CONDITIONAL USE - WIRELESS

Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO 12.24.W.49, A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW ROOFTOP WTF IN THE C4-2D
ZONE.

Case Number: ZA-2013-288-CUB-ZV-CUX

Required Action(s): CUB-CONDITIONAL USE BEVERAGE-ALCOHOLl

 CUX-ADULT ENTERTAINMENTS

 ZV-ZONE VARIANCE

Project Descriptions(s): CONDITIONAL USE PURSUANT TO SEC. 12.24W1 TO PERMIT THE CONTINUED SALE OF A FULL LINE ALCOHOL FOR ON-
SITE CONSUMPTION IN CONJUNCTION WITH AN EXISTING BAR AND AN ADDITION OF A BASEMENT AREA, WITH LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT AND PATRON DANCING, WHILE SEATING A TOTAL OF 280 PATRONS AND WITH HOURS OF OPERATION
AND ALCOHOL SALES FROM 6 A.M. TO 2 A.M., DAILY; ZONE VARIANCE PURSUANT TO SEC. 12.27 TO ALLOW ZERO
PARKING STALLS IN THE DOWNTOWN PARKING DISTRICT AND TO INCREASE THE FAR TO 7.24:1 IN ORDER TO ALLOW FOR
65,140 SF. FT. OTHERWISE NOT PERMITTED PER THE D LIMITATION.

Case Number: ENV-2019-1092-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION
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Project Descriptions(s): PURSUANT TO 12.24.W.49, A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW ROOFTOP WTF IN THE C4-2D
ZONE.

Case Number: ENV-2017-433-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

Case Number: ENV-2013-289-MND

Required Action(s): MND-MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): CONDITIONAL USE PURSUANT TO SEC. 12.24W1 TO PERMIT THE CONTINUED SALE OF A FULL LINE ALCOHOL FOR ON-
SITE CONSUMPTION IN CONJUNCTION WITH AN EXISTING BAR AND AN ADDITION OF A BASEMENT AREA, WITH LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT AND PATRON DANCING, WHILE SEATING A TOTAL OF 280 PATRONS AND WITH HOURS OF OPERATION
AND ALCOHOL SALES FROM 6 A.M. TO 2 A.M., DAILY; ZONE VARIANCE PURSUANT TO SEC. 12.27 TO ALLOW ZERO
PARKING STALLS IN THE DOWNTOWN PARKING DISTRICT AND TO INCREASE THE FAR TO 7.24:1 IN ORDER TO ALLOW FOR
65,140 SF. FT. OTHERWISE NOT PERMITTED PER THE D LIMITATION.

Case Number: ENV-2010-214-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4.5 AND SECTION 16.05 OF ARTICLE 6.1 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC),
AND RELEVANT
SECTIONS OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, TO MODIFY THE AUTHORITY AND PROCEDURES FOR
EFFECTUATING A TRANSFER OF FLOOR AREA RIGHTS (TFAR) AND TO MAKE OTHER TECHNICAL CHANGES TO REFLECT
THE EXPIRATION OF THE AMENDED CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT AREA.

Case Number: ENV-2008-4505-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): CENTRAL CITY PLAN AMENDMENT FOR URBAN DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AND MODIFIED STREETS, CODE
CLARIFICATIONS

Case Number: ENV-2005-362-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): CODE AMENDMENT TO UPDATE RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS AND INCENTIVIZE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY AREA.

Case Number: ENV-2005-1125-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): TO REQUIRE PROJECTS IN THE CENTRAL CITY COMMUNITY PLAN TO COMPLY WITH DESIGN AND STREETSCAPE
GUIDELINES

Case Number: ENV-2005-1123-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): INCENTIVES FOR HTE PRODUCTION OF AFFORDABLE AND WORKFORCE HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITY PLAN AREA

Case Number: ENV-2002-1131-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: ENV-2002-1130-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-177557

ORD-175038

ORD-164307-SA1130

ORD-161603

ORD-137036

ORD-135901

ORD-129944

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org
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