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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
MORRIS KIGHT RESIDENCE

REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNERS: Westlake Apartment Development LLC
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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning
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FINDINGS

¢ The Morris Kight Residence “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural,
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with
the gay liberation movement in Los Angeles as the founding location of the Los Angeles
Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF/LA), as well as for its association with the
creation of the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) and the Christopher Street West
Parade.

¢ The Morris Kight Residence “is associated with the lives of historic personages important
to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and activist
Morris Kight.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

The Morris Kight Residence is a one-story single-family residence located on West 4+ Street
between South Bonnie Brae Street and South Burlington Avenue in the Westlake neighborhood
of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1911 in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later
the home of the gay liberation leader and activist Morris Kight (1919-2003) from 1967-1974. Under
Kight's leadership, the property served as the genesis point and meeting place for the Los Angeles
Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front. The property also served as an important site for the
organization of the Gay Community Services Center (now the Los Angeles LGBT Center) and the
Christopher Street West parade.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with wooden clapboard siding
and has a low-pitched, front-gabled roof with wide overhanging eaves. The primary, northeast-
facing elevation consists of an open porch, accessed by concrete stairs, with a wooden balustrade
and square columns supporting a projecting front gable. The entrance is off-centered and consists
of a single paneled door. Fenestration includes single-lite wood casement windows, tripartite
windows with a fixed single-lite window with multi-lite transoms flanked by single-lite wood
casement windows, and single-lite double-hung wood windows. There is a brick chimney on the
southeast-facing elevation. A wood-frame garage is located at the rear (southwest) of the parcel,
and there are several temporary ancillary structures on the site.
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The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The
first phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness
raising, while the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During
this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger
youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietham War,
challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated
against women and minority groups. By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined
themselves as a minority group, and resisted police harassment. By the late 1970s, the movement
became more institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral process to expand the civil
rights of LGBT persons.

At this time, Los Angeles played a critical role in the movement. In 1969, in the midst of the
national LGBT liberation movement, two important organizations were founded, the Los Angeles
Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) and the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC). At
their core were two gay men, Morris Kight and Don Kilhefner. The GLF was founded in New York
City in direct response to the 1969 Stonewall riots, and by the end of that year chapters were
formed in cities across the country, including Los Angeles and San Francisco. The GLF had a
broad political platform demanding the end to the persecution of LGBT persons, denouncing
racism, and attacking traditional gender roles. Although the GLF folded by the mid-1970s, they
demonstrated against negative images of LGBT persons in print media and on television and
organized the first gay pride parade down Hollywood Boulevard, the Christopher Street West
Parade. Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC had a political component, but its primary mission was
providing social services to the LGBT community. Now called the LGBT Center, the GCSC would
become one of the largest LGBT organizations in the country.

Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and
political science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he
formed the Oscar Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a
university campus. After World War Il, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs and volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before
relocating to Los Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight
served as a resource for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment
for venereal diseases, and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing
pacifist, he also was involved with anti-Viethnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted
himself to the gay liberation movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay
Liberation Front and the Gay Community Services Center. After years of local activism, Kight was
appointed to the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission in 1979, where he served
for 23 years. He remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003.

The subject property has experienced several alterations that include the addition of a bathroom
in the basement, replacement of a rear window, and the construction of a two-car garage in 1937,
the repair of the front porch in 1994; the construction of temporary ancillary structures in 2019;
and the replacement of the rear entrance door and some windows at unknown dates. In addition,
based on interior photos submitted by the property owner at the Cultural Heritage Commission
site inspection, other alterations consist of bathroom and kitchen remodels; replacement of some
original doors; and the replacement of the original flooring in some locations.

SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property in the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Historic Context Statement as significant for its
association with the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front and with Morris Kight.
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DISCUSSION
The Morris Kight Residence meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

The subject property “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social
history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the gay liberation movement
in Los Angeles as the founding location of the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front
(GLF/LA), as well as for its association with the creation of the Gay Community Services Center
(GCSC) and the Christopher Street West Parade.

SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement identifies eligibility standards for properties
significant for their association with the gay liberation movement as being those are that are
directly associated with an event, organization, or institution that played an important role in the
development of LGBT consciousness, community, or culture during the period of significance.
Many of the early groups that played an important role in the gay liberation movement were
founded in and operated out of the homes of one or more of the members.

Morris Kight's Westlake home, which he occupied from 1967 until 1974, was the epicenter of the
development of several important organizations that significantly influenced the LGBT civil rights
movement both locally and nationally. The GLF/LA first convened at Kight's home in 1969 with
fewer than 20 members and eventually grew to over 250 regular attendees at meetings held every
Sunday. The GLF/LA was headquartered at the subject property, where volunteers managed an
estimated 200 daily phone calls to provide one-to-one social services for members of the LGBT
community. Stemming from the work of the GLF/LA, in 1971, the GCSC was founded at the
subject property, and quickly expanded in scope and participation to become one of the United
States’ largest LGBT organizations by the mid-1970s.

Furthermore, in 1970, the GLF/LA collaborated with the Metropolitan Community Church to
assemble the first gay pride parade down Hollywood Boulevard to commemorate the 1969
Stonewall Riots in New York City, the Christopher Street West Parade. This parade would later
serve as a model for other gay pride events across the world. Given that the idea for the parade
is credited to Kight and the fact that the GLF/LA operated out of the subject property, it can be
surmised that much of the planning and preparation for the parade also took place at this same
location.

The Morris Kight Residence is also “associated with the lives of historic personages important to
national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and activist Morris Kight.
The subject property was the residence of Kight from 1967 to 1974 and is directly associated with
his productive life where he achieved significance as a gay liberation leader. Kight devoted his
professional and personal life to the advancement of LGBT civil rights, and co-founded two
important LGBT organizations, the Gay Community Services Center and the Los Angeles Chapter
of the Gay Liberation Front, which helped elevate the gay liberation movement to the national
stage. Locally, Kight operated a gay crisis call center out of the subject property and organized
crucial resources, such as housing, counseling, job finding, bail bonds, and advocacy, for the
LGBT community during their fight for justice.

Despite interior and exterior alterations to the subject property, it retains sufficient integrity of
location, setting, materials, design, feeling, and association to convey its significance.
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Morris Kight Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure
that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project
was found to be exempt based on the following:

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent
with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2020-3323-CE was prepared on July 24, 2020.

BACKGROUND

On May 22, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 18,
2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration.
On July 23, 2020, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and
Kennard conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of
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Historic Resources. At the time of the inspection, the interior of the subject property was occupied
and not accessible by the Commission.

The original expiration date of September 1, 2020 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising
Expiration of Emergency Orders.
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PLACE: Teleconference (see
agenda for login
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EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day
expiration date of June 21, 2020 per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is
tolled, and a revised date will be determined
pursuant to the Mayor’'s March 21, 2020 Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising
Expiration of Emergency Orders

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-3322-HCM
ENV-2020-3323-CE

Location: 1822 West 4t Street

Council District: 1 — Cedillo

Community Plan Area: Westlake

Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Westlake North

Legal Description: Sun-set Tract, Block D, Lot 9

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
MORRIS KIGHT RESIDENCE

REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNERS: Westlake Apartment Development LLC

8056 Kentwood Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Rafi Ventura
Sweetzer Lofts, LLC

6280 West 31 Street, #335
Los Angeles, CA 90036

APPLICANT: Lisa Brereton c/o AIDS Healthcare Foundation
6255 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90028

PREPARERS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney

GEHPC
6444 Kraft Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 91606

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal

warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Morris Kight House is a one-story single-family residence located on West 4t Street between
South Bonnie Brae Street and South Burlington Avenue in the Westlake neighborhood of Los
Angeles. Constructed in 1911 in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later the
home of the gay liberation leader and activist Morris Kight (1919-2003) from 1967-1974. Under
Kight's leadership, the property served as the genesis point and meeting place for the Los Angeles
chapter of the Gay Liberation Front. The property also served as an important site for the
organization of the Gay Community Services Center (now the Los Angeles LGBT Center) and the
Christopher Street West parade.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with wooden clapboard siding
and has a low-pitched, front-gabled roof with wide overhanging eaves. The primary, northeast-
facing elevation consists of an open porch, accessed by concrete stairs, with a wooden balustrade
and square columns supporting a projecting front gable. The entrance is off-centered and consists
of a single paneled door. Fenestration includes single-lite wood casement windows, tripartite
windows with a fixed single-lite window with multi-lite transoms flanked by single-lite wood
casement windows, and single-lite double-hung wood windows. There is a brick chimney on the
southeast-facing elevation. A wood-frame garage is located at the rear (southwest) of the parcel,
and there are several temporary ancillary structures on the site.

The gay liberation movement in the United States started in the late 1960s, and Los Angeles
played a critical role. In 1969, in the midst of the national LGBT liberation movement, two
important organizations were founded, the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF)
and the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC). At their core were two gay men, Morris Kight
and Don Kilhefner. The GLF was founded in New York City in direct response to the 1969
Stonewall riots, and by the end of that year chapters were formed in cities across the country,
including Los Angeles and San Francisco. The GLF had a broad political platform demanding the
end to the persecution of LGBT persons, denouncing racism, and attacking traditional gender
roles. Although the GLF folded by the mid-1970s, they demonstrated against negative images of
LGBT persons in print media and on television and organized the first gay pride parade down
Hollywood Boulevard, the Christopher Street West Parade. Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC had
a political component, but its primary mission was providing social services to the LGBT
community. Now called the LGBT Center, the GCSC would become one of the largest LGBT
organizations in the country.

Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and
political science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he
formed the Oscar Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a
university campus. After World War Il, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs and volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before
relocating to Los Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight
served as a resource for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment
for venereal diseases, and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing
pacifist, he also was involved with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted
himself to the gay liberation movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay
Liberation Front and the Gay Community Services Center. After years of local activism, Kight was
appointed to the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission in 1979, where he served
for 23 years. He remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003.

The subject property has experienced several alterations that include the addition of a bathroom
in the basement, replacement of a rear window, and the construction of a two-car garage in 1937,
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the repair of the front porch in 1994; the construction of temporary ancillary structures in 2019;
and the replacement of the rear entrance door and some windows at unknown dates.

SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property in the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Historic Context Statement as significant for its
association with the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front and with Morris Kight.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. lIs associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the

application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

BACKGROUND

On May 22, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of June 21, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’'s March 21, 2020 Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: Morris Kight residence/Gay Liberation Front

Former residence of notable person(s)

Other Associated Names: Gay Liberation Front (GLF) Los Angeles/Morris Kight Residence (SurveyLA)

Street Address: 1822 West 4th Street

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number: 5154023009

Identification cont’d:

Proposed Monument

Property Type: @® Building

Tract: Syn-Set Tract

Structure

Zip: 90057 Council District: 1

Community Name: Westlake

Block: D lot: 9

Natural

Object Site/Open Space Feature

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here:

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

Year built: 1911 @ Factual Estimated
Architect/Designer: ynknown
Original Use: Residential

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? @ VYes

3. STYLE & MATERIALS
Architectural Style: Craftsman
FEATURE PRIMARY

CONSTRUCTION | Type: Wood

CLADDING Material:  Wood clapboards
Type: Gable, front
ROOF
Material: composition shingle
Type: Double-hung
WINDOWS
Material:  Wood
ENTRY Style:  Off-center
DOOR Type:  slab

Threatened? private Development

Contractor: Unknown
Present Use: Residential

No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7)

Stories: 1 Plan Shape: |rregular
SECONDARY

Type:  select

Material:  Select

Type:  Select

Material:  select

Type:  Casement

Material:  Wood

Style:

Type:  select
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4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

5-26-1937 | Install bathroom for basement, enlarge window in basement
6-30-1937 | Construct 2-car garage

1994 Front porch repaired due to Northridge Earthquake

2019 Makeshift shacks to middle and rear of property

Unknown | Rear door placement and porch

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)
Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

. . . . Contributing feature
Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s): . .
Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context

status by an historic resources survey(s) Statement

Other historical or cultural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA
The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

O 1. Isidentified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

g 2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attach them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: Attn: Liza Brereton c/o AHF Company:  AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)

Street Address: 6255 Sunset Blvd, 21st Floor City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90028 Phone Number: 323-855-0764 Email: liza.brereton@aidshealth.org
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? Yes No ® Unknown
Name: Rafi Ventura Company:  sweetzer Lofts, LLC

Street Address: 6280 West 3rd Street, #335 City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90036 Phone Number: 818.651-3256 Email: sweetzerlofts@gmail.com

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative
Name: Kate Eggert, Krisy Gosney Company:  GEHPC
Street Address: 6444 Kraft Avenue City: North Hollywood State: CA

Zip: 91606 Phone Number: Email: kate@gehpc.com
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NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire
packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Copies of Primary/Secondary Documentation

<

1. / Nomination Form 5.

! Written Statements A and B 6.  Copies of Building Permits for Major Alterations
" {include first construction permits)

Vv
3. \/ Bibliography ’
7. Additional, Contemporary Photos
s/

4. Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade
(8x10, the main photo of the proposed monument. Also 8. | Historical Photos
email a digitial copy of the main photo to: '
planning.ohr@lacity.org) 9. / Zimas Parcel Report for all Nominated Parcels

{including map)
10. RELEASE

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement, then sign below in the
provided space. Either the applicant or preparer may sign.

;/ 't | acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act, and understand
'{ that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection and copying.

i1 lacknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of the City of Los
\/ Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the City without any expectation
"1 of compensation.

", | lacknowledge that | have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all information contained
\/ in this application.

Yete b:v/* \éﬂfv\ [m.m 5-10-20 W@&W

Name: Date S|gy(atu re: ~J

Mail your Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of Historic Resources.

Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
221 N. Figueroa St., Ste. 1350

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: 213-874-3679
Website: preservation.lacity.org




7A. Written Statement — Proposed Monument Description

The Gay Liberation Front — Morris Kight House is located in the Westlake neighborhood of Los
Angeles, California. The house is a one story plus basement, single family residence constructed
in 1911. The house is rectangular in shape and faces north. It sits at the front of a narrow,
rectangular, flat lot in the Sun-set Tract at 1822 West 4™ Street between South Bonnie Brae
Street and South Burlington Avenue. A poured concrete driveway runs from the street, along the
east side of the house, to a large, poured concrete pad at the back of the lot where there is a
detached garage.

The Gay Liberation Front — Morris Kight House is listed as a known resource in SurveyLA’s
LGBT Historical Context Survey and appears to meets eligibility standards, character-
defining/associative features, and integrity considerations for Criteria A and Criteria B. The
house is associated with the Gay Liberation Movement in Los Angeles, California as being the
genesis point and the meeting place of the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front
(GLF/LA). The house was also associated with the creation of the Christopher Street West
(CSW) parade and the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC, now the Los Angeles LGBT
Center). The house was the residence of gay liberation leader Morris Kight and is directly
associated with his productive life where he achieved significance as a gay liberation leader. The
period of significance is from 1967 to 1974.1

Based on known photographs and permits, the house appears not to have undergone any major
transformative alterations since the period of significance; the house retains its integrity of
location, design, feeling, and association from its period of significance. The house does not
appear to be of individual architectural significance but it is a good example of the early 20™
century California craftsman bungalow style.

The Gay Liberation Front — Morris Kight House displays early 20" century California craftsman
bungalow character-defining features that include:?

e One story house

e Gently pitched, broad gabled roof facing the street

e Lower, smaller gable covering an open front porch

e Larger gable covering main portion of the house

e Exposed rafters, ridge beam and purlins

e Exposed porch-roof tie beam, king post and knee braces
e Triangular knee brace supports

e Unenclosed, wide eave overhang

e Wood porch columns

e Wide window and front door openings

e Wide window and door casings

e Single paned casement windows with multi light picture windows

1 GPA Consulting, “Survey LA: LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 22-23.
2 Blumenson, 70-71.



e Single paned sash windows

e Horizontal wood lap siding

e Exterior brick chimney

e Small windows flanking chimney

e Poured concrete foundation, porch and steps

The integrity and authenticity of the property is high. Most of the house’s original materials and
physical characteristics remain. Some of the windows have been replaced and some window
openings in the back of the house have been altered. Part of the back porch has been heavily
altered. The chimney above the roofline, front porch columns, and roof support were damaged
and repaired due to the 1994 Northridge earthquake. A detached garage, bathroom basement, and
window change to the rear of the property was done in 1937.

Based on Google Earth images and Google Streetview images from June 2014, January 2018,
and April 2019, the makeshift shacks in the rear of the lot, the occupation of the garage, and the
makeshift shack built on the front porch likely happened sometime after April 2019. It appears
the changing of the basement windows and stringing of electric cords on the east side of the
house and the opening of a panel into the east side of the house also likely happened sometime
after April 2019.

From about 1899 to 1963, the property was likely owned by just two families, Stoppel and
Lampen. William Stoppel worked as a carpenter. His son Harry worked as a blacksmith helper
for the Southern Pacific Company. William P. Lampen worked as an auditor for newspaper
publisher Harry Chandler and the LA Times.

At the end of the 19" century and beginning of the 20™" century, architects and builders used the
styles of the Arts and Crafts movement for several single-family residences and multifamily
properties in the Westlake area. The style was favored for properties in the northern part of the
area, along Coronado, 4th, and 5th Streets, and along Ocean View Avenue.®

According to the Intensive Survey of the Westlake Recovery Redevelopment Area conducted by
LSA Associates in June 2009, the property is located within a status 6Q “Special Consideration”
Zone. The survey identifies three “Special Consideration” zones with 6Q status. The property is
located within the 6Q status zone that has West 3™ St. and West 5" St. as north-south borders and
Columbia Street and South Bonnie Brae Street as east-west borders. The survey notes that 6Q
status zones are not historic districts, but have retained some basic characteristics that contribute
to a historic sense of place. The survey found three 6Q zones in the survey area: two are related
to streetcar residential development and one is related to streetcar commercial development.
These zones include several individually significant resources that help to represent the former
character of the area.*

The city’s first suburbs, in Angeleno Heights, Lincoln Heights, Boyle Heights, and Westlake,
emerged along the streetcar lines during the land boom of the late 1880s and continued being

3 LSA Associates, “Intensive Survey: Westlake Recovery Redevelopment Area, Appendix A Survey Maps,” 8; LSA Associates, “Intensive
Survey: Westlake Recovery Redevelopment Area,” 51.
4 1bid, 113-14.



developed through the 1920s. The Westlake area had three streetcar lines running through it. By
1912, all three of these lines were consolidated under the Los Angeles Railway, commonly
referred to as the “Yellow Cars.” Most of the survey area was subdivided in the 1880s, much of
it in anticipation of streetcar lines. The 1900 edition of Sanborn Maps for Los Angeles show that
these subdivisions saw dispersed development through the turn of the century but over the
following twenty years, lots gradually filled in with a mixture of single-family residences and
apartments. In contrast to the more typical streetcar suburb dominated by single-family
residences, most blocks in Westlake represent a more historically mixed setting of single-family
and multifamily development. Single-family residences in Westlake are limited and increasingly
rare remnants of the early phase of streetcar suburban development.®

7B. Written Statement — Statement of Significance

Summary Paragraph

Morris Kight’s home located at 1822 West 4™ Street is associated with the Gay Liberation
Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criteria A and Criteria B. According
to SurveyLA, the property is eligible under Criteria A for being the genesis point and the
meeting place of the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF/LA). The property
was also associated with the creation of the Christopher Street West (CSW) parade and the Gay
Community Services Center (GCSC, now the Los Angeles LGBT Center). According to
SurveyLA, the property is also eligible under Criteria B for its association with gay liberation
leader Morris Kight as his place of residence and directly associated with his productive life
where he achieved significance as a gay liberation leader. This property is also discussed as
being significant in the National Park Service’s LGBT America, A Theme Study of Lesbian, Gay
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer History.® The period of significance is from 1967 to 1974.

Criteria A (1): Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the
nation, state, city, or community

Morris Kight moved to 1822 West 4™ Street in the Westlake neighborhood in 1967 and lived
there until 1974. While at 1822 West 4" Street, Kight co-founded organizations which have
become today’s LGBT institutions: the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front
(GLF/LA), the Christopher Street West parade (CSW Gay Pride Parade), and the Gay
Community Services Center (now called the Los Angeles LGBT Center). Kight’s home was used
for meetings, a gay crisis call center, and a “think tank” by the area’s prominent gay liberation
leaders.

A new generation of political activists were growing with anticipation and rage, born out of the
homophile groups in the 1950s and the inexorable police harassment. Like every movement, the

% Ibid, 26.
6 City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 29-33; Springate, “LGBTQ America,” Sec 18, 30-31.



next phase of the movement was the angry child, the game-changer, for the next generation. It

was during this time that Kight and his colleagues led a profound and influential gay liberation
movement through Los Angeles and the country; 1822 West 4™ Street was the epicenter of that
movement.

Historic resources associated with the LGBT community are the product, at their core, of the
dynamic, conflicting, and intersecting perspectives of personal identity, public attitudes about
human sexuality, behavioral science theories concerning sex and gender, and the resulting
distillation of that discourse as public policy acted upon by agents of local and state government,
such as the police. During the 20th century, Los Angeles, along with San Francisco and New
York City, were the key locations where sexual identity became the basis for efforts within the
political and cultural spheres to gain recognition and acceptance of sexual and gender minorities
as full members of American society.’

There is a concentration of LGBT historically significant resources located in Westlake. The
Westlake area was, during Kight’s time, popular with gays and lesbians; MacArthur Park, in
particular, was a popular staging area for peace and labor demonstrations, and was popular for
gay cruising. There was a notable increase of lesbian bars, in particular, in the 1940s and 1950s.
When Bunker Hill was redeveloped in the 1950s through 1960s, many of its residents (many of
whom were gay) moved into the Westlake area. The decline of Bunker Hill as a gay
neighborhood, gave rise to neighborhoods like Westlake, Echo Park, and Silver Lake during the
1950s. Its population was diversified with Latino families, gays, lesbians, and senior citizens.®

Kight’s home at 1822 West 4" street was within walking distance of popular gay meeting places
like the Latino Photo Shop, the delicatessen eatery, Langer’s Deli, and the Alvarado Theatre,
which was renamed the Park Theatre in 1966 and played predominantly gay porn.® It was also
within walking distance to male physique photographer Bob Mizer’s, Physique Pictorial, studio
and place of residence.*®

SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement places 1822 West 4" Street within the theme of
the Gay Liberation Movement, which spans from 1948 to 1980. Los Angeles played a critical
role in the gay liberation movement in the United States, which can be divided into two distinct
phases. The first phase of the movement involved consciousness raising, while the second phase
involved political organizing. Prior to World War 11, most LGBT persons were isolated from one
another and they did not view themselves as being gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. This
began to change after the war when LGBT persons from all over the country met each other
through their service in the Armed Forces or their employment in wartime industries. Many
chose to stay in Los Angeles after the war. Although homophobia was present, it was easier to be
"different” in Los Angeles, than most towns and cities in the U.S. The groups that formed during
the first phase of the movement were of the homophile movement and largely comprised of
middle-class gay men who were focused on making same sex love acceptable to mainstream

7 City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 1.

® Ibid, 59-60.

° Roe, “Park Theatre.” Cinema Treasures. Accessed May 2, 2020. http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/2339.
10 City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 78-79.
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society. The preeminent group associated with this time period was the Mattachine Society, a
group that advocated for the improvement of the social status of gay men through its unique
culture as a minority group and a grassroots movement to directly challenge anti-gay
discrimination.

The gay liberation movement gained steam and changed direction during the mid-1960s. During
this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger
youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietnam War,
challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, and confronted the policies that
discriminated against women and minority groups. By this time, LGBT persons became more
visible, defined themselves as a minority group, and resisted police harassment.*!

At the time Kight moved to 1822 West 4™ Street, he was already a seasoned anti-war activist and
a “one-man gay community services center.”*? His name and phone number were widely known
in the gay community as he had printed out business cards containing his name, address, and
telephone number. From the time Kight moved to Los Angeles in 1957/58, he had created a
rolodex of doctors, lawyers, and public health workers who would treat and counsel gay men
often at his home. He effectively created an underground social service entity for gay men in
crisis. His areas of concern included housing, job finding, bail bonds, counseling, identification
of resources, and advocacy.

Kight also worked with Reverend Troy Perry and others to repeal California’s sodomy law, the
law that criminalized homosexuality. Many states in the U.S. repealed their sodomy laws in the
early 1970s when they modernized their penal codes; however, California was an exception.
California’s sodomy repeal effort began in 1969 when the repeal bill was introduced to the
California legislature starting in 1969 by Assemblyman Willie Brown, and every year afterwards
until its passage in 1975.%

The Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA)

The creation of the Gay Liberation Front chapter of Los Angeles (GLF/LA) was loosely born out
of the Stonewall Riots in New York City in June-July 1969. The Stonewall Riots, which started
as a result of a police raid of the gay bar on June 28, 1969, is widely considered as being the
single most important event leading to the gay liberation movement. The news of the riots was
heard across the United States. It became the marker between the conservative homophile
movement and the radicalization of the gay liberation movement.

The GLF had a broad political platform demanding the end to the persecution of LGBT persons,
denouncing racism, and attacking traditional gender roles. Almost immediately after the
Stonewall Riots, chapters of the GLF and the Gay Activists Alliance (GAA) were formed in New
York.

1 City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 22-23

12 Kepner, “River to His People.” Accessed October 21, 2019. http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/Bydom?7.
3 Morris Kight Biographical Notes. Accessed October 18, 2019. http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/BxPrf6.
14 City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 15.
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GLF’s “new breed of radicals” participated in an almost continuous round of flashy, dramatic
public demonstrations. Their targets were directed at all implicated in “the maintenance of gay
oppression” — the media, the police, and the medical profession. They protested in the streets, but
also spoke to high school civics classes. They “fashioned a new language and style of
homosexuality. The accent was on pride and affirmation; they were blatant, outrageous, and
flamboyant. Discarding notions of sickness and sin, they represented homosexuality as a
revolutionary path toward freedom, as a step out of the constricted, stultifying gender roles of
middleclass America. They engaged in public displays of affection, violated gender conventions,
and gloried in the discomfort they deliberately provoked in others.”*°

On the west coast, it was not until friends Don Slater and Don Jackson convinced Kight to
devote himself entirely to building a radical gay movement that the Gay Liberation Front in Los
Angeles was started. Kight was deeply affected by the brutal murder of Howard Efland at the
Dover Hotel by the Los Angeles Police Department and he was already feeling the “civilized”
homophobia from the anti-Vietnam movement and was thinking of leaving the movement.® Don
Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press and Kight placed an advertisement for the first meeting of
the Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA). The advertisement reflected the severe threat
that homosexuals faced trying to live in Los Angeles, namely from the Los Angeles Police
Department.*’

Morris Kight was a principle co-founder of the GLF/LA, along with Don Kilhefner, John
Platania, Brenda Weathers, and Del Whan.8 At the first GLF/LA meeting, there were a total of
16-18 people. Kight reminisced that it was radical and unstructured, and almost all the new
attendees were new to radicalism. Each meeting though grew larger exponentially. By February,
there were 150 attending the meetings and by April there were 250 people; they were held every
Sunday.*®

Looking for a “splashy inaugural demonstration,”?° The GLF/LA’s first action was to march,
demonstrate, and infiltrate Barney’s Beanery restaurant in West Hollywood. (Sometime in the
1950s, the owner of Barney’s Beanery put up a sign reading “Fagot’s Stay Out” behind their bar
because the bar at the time was patronized by gays and lesbians; “Fagot’s Stay Out” was even
printed on their matchbook covers.) The demonstration was action most moderate members
could rally behind, notably the Southern minister, Troy Perry, who had recently founded the
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) specifically for gays and lesbians. For nearly three
months, demonstrations were held in front of Barney’s Beanery either in the form of loud
protests, boycotting, sit-ins, and change-ins. When the news cameras were on, Kight would chant
“more deviation, less population!” as men were kissing men and women were Kkissing women,
and Perry would be chanting “we’re not afraid anymore!” It was a new powerful image of the

15 Eggert, Gosney, “Mitchell Camera/The Factory” National Register nomination.

6 D’Emilio, “Morris Kight, Los Angeles, September 22, 1976, and October 2, 1976.” Accessed July 18, 2019.
http://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/john-d-emilio--oral-histories/morris-kight.

7 Clendinen and Nagourney, 37.

18 City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 29.

19 Making Gay History: The Podcast, “Morris Kight.” Accessed October 20, 2019. https://makinggayhistory.com/podcast/morris-kight/.
2 Clendinen and Nagourney, 38.
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new radical gay. After three months, the GLF/LA prevailed when the owner begrudgingly
handed over the many signs saying “Fagot’s Stay Out.”2!

GLF/LA calls were handled out of Kight’s Westlake home. He surmised that there were about
two hundred calls a day.?? Kight brought on volunteers to manage and staff the phone line. He
told his volunteers that “every call is priceless, every call is important...[it is] the most urgent
call you’ve ever had in your life.”? Phone calls ranged from when the meetings were scheduled,
how to get out of a bad arrest or a bad marriage, how to get custody of property or children, or
who would treat a venereal disease without reporting it to the public health office. This one-to-
one social service would soon be the beginning of the Gay Survival Committee, which
eventually turned into the Gay Community Service Center (GCSC).

In the first six months of the GLF/LA, they had at least 65 demonstrations at churches,
synagogues, consulates, and bars, and gay-ins at Griffith Park. They successfully closed down
The Farm, a bar in West Hollywood, where gay patrons were harassed with a “no-touching rule;
they infiltrated a psychiatrist conference where a notorious promoter of “behavior medication”
for gays and lesbians was speaking to announce that “gay liberation” was to be discussed instead.
In GLF/LA and Morris Kight fashion, the media was always tipped off. The GLF was incredibly
effective in using the power of media to broadcast its message. A message that could enter any
person’s home on nightly news and be a beacon for the majority of gays who were still
oppressed. 24

In two years, the GLF/LA had led more than 175 protests and demonstrations. Kight had become
“a thorn in the side” of LAPD’s Chief of Police, Ed Davis, and consequently Kight’s Westlake
home was raided/searched three times.?®

Christopher Street West (CSW) 1970

The Christopher Street West march/parade was a collaboration between the GLF/LA and Tory
Perry’s MCC. According to an article Kight penned, Kight took his phone off the hook to think
about how to properly commemorate the 1969 Stonewall Riots. After brainstorming, he and Bob
Humphries went to Troy Perry’s office in East Hollywood and told Perry and Bob Ennis his idea
of having a march in Los Angeles down a major street.?® Perry loved the idea but said “Morris,
this is Hollywood. Let’s do something a little different. Let’s hold a parade.”?” They had forty-
four days to prepare for it and four days to apply for the permit, which quickly became a
publicized issue between them and the Los Angeles Police Department.

After a contentious Police Commission hearing where Chief of Police Ed Davis likened
homosexuals to “thieves and robbers” and stated that homosexuality was illegal in the state of
California, the commission begrudgingly voted in favor of granting the permit on the condition

2 1bid, 38-39; Making Gay History: The Podcast, “Morris Kight.”

2 Kight, “How It All Began,” Jim Kepner Papers. Accessed October 12, 2019. http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/Bydom?.

2 Making Gay History: The Podcast, “Morris Kight.”

24 D’Emilio, “Morris Kight, Los Angeles, September 22, 1976, and October 2, 1976.”

% Bullough, 403.

% Kight, “How It All Began.”

27 Bence, “Meet the Godfather of Gay Pride, Rev. Troy Perry.” Accessed November 4, 2019. http://onlyinhollywood.org/meet-godfather-gay-

pride-rev-troy-perry/.
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that the GLF/LA and MCC secure a one million dollar bond for property damage and to pay the
police.?® Kight called the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) to launch a lawsuit; the
conditions were dropped and the permit was issued two days before the march. The permit was
granted based on the “constitutional guarantee of freedom of expression.” Up until the day of the
parade, Kight received death threats at his home in Westlake.?®

“So marched we did, with butterflies in our stomachs, with legitimate doubts and fears, but with
enormous courage and devotion.”% — Morris Kight

On June 28, 1970, over thirty groups convened at McCadden Place in Hollywood and marched
north toward Hollywood Boulevard. The GLF/LA had a float featuring a homosexual nailed to a
black-and-white cross with a sign reading “In Memory of Those Killed by the Pigs.” The
GLF/LA also put on a guerilla theater skit where “fairies” dressed in wings were chased by vice
cops with night sticks.3! Once the marchers turned the corner, thousands of spectators were lined
on both sides of the boulevard; the LAPD was there and helicopters were overhead. Spectators,
spurred on by media coverage and flyers handed out by the groups, closed in around the
marchers in celebration and solidarity. There were over 30,000 people in attendance.

The CSW march and parade kicked open the proverbial closet doors on America and out sprung
a new force to be recognized.? CSW was the declaration of pride and freedom for Los Angeles’
gay population. It was a model for other gay prides across the world. After the parade, the
formerly anti-gay magazine Hollywood Citizen News, called Kight “a river to his people.”3?

(The formal, and knowingly ambiguous, name of Christopher Street West was given by Bob
Humphries — “Bob Humphries came flying out of the rear of [Kight’s] house and said ‘I have it,
Christopher Street West!””)3*

The CSW pride march/parade was the first parade of its kind; now, it has an enormous impact on
the local economy bringing in an estimated $70 million a year to the county with its 200,000
visitors during the weekend festivities.

The Gay Community Services Center (GCSC)

The Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) was born out of the GLF/LA’s Gay Survival
Committee. At its core, the Committee was Morris Kight and Don Kilhefner. Its primary mission
was providing social services to the LGBT community. Existing social service agencies were
often hostile to the needs of the community. For example, mental health facilities still treated
homosexuality as a disease.® Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC would become one of the largest
LGBT organizations in the country; it is now called the Los Angeles LGBT Center.
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Kight was keenly aware of the LGBT community not having equal access to social services. For
years, he had widely distributed his name, phone number, and address in order to connect gay
men in need of social services to the appropriate doctor, lawyer, or public health worker. ¢ He,
and volunteers he trained, fielded some two hundred calls a day to his Westlake home.*” This
one-to-one social service grew into an essential part of gay life.®

Most of the GLF/LA medical services were provided anonymously in the back room of Kight’s
home in Westlake. There, doctors wrote prescriptions and provided free “samples” of
medications. (At the time, the Medical Board protocol required that treatment for any sexually
transmitted condition be reported to the County Health Board; the doctors knowingly risked their
medical licenses, careers and livelihoods to not only treat these gay men but to also not report
them to the County Health Board.) The back room was called the “clap shack.”3®

The Gay Survival Committee was led by GLF members Morris Kight, Don Kilhefner, and John
Platania. Its first meetings were held at Kight’s home in Westlake and Kilhefner’s home in Los
Feliz. A “think tank of about fifteen people were responsible for creating the Van Ness
Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, the Liberation House which
provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways,” and the foundation of what
would become the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC), which was officially organized in
April of 1971 and incorporated in October of 1971.4°

The emphasis of the center was on the word “community;” it implied “a group of people in
which a person received according to his/her needs and gives according to his/her ability.” Gay
doctors, nurses and technicians had the opportunity to serve their brothers and sisters.** During
its first year in a shabby Victorian on Wilshire Boulevard, the Center saw between 1,700 to
2,500 gays and lesbians every week. The frenzy of activity that surrounded the GLF/LA now
surrounded the GCSC. (The GLF/LA disbanded in September of 1971.) A crisis phone line was
monitored twenty-four hours a day, there was always someone at the Center to greet a fellow
gay, and there were regular rap meetings where one could talk freely and frankly about being

gay.*2

Two important services the GCSC offered to the LGBT community were with its venereal
disease clinic and self-development clinic. Dr. Martin Field, who had worked at Kight’s “clap
shack” was involved with the initial planning that created the venereal disease clinic; Dr.
Benjamin Teller volunteered to run the clinic. Dr. Teller also persuaded pharmaceutical
companies to donate drugs and recruited volunteer doctors, nurses, lab technicians, and
administrators. The GCSC’s self-development clinic offered individual counseling, group
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therapy, and family services to anyone in the LGBT community. The clinic helped many in the
community build a new positive gay identity.*?

During the 1970s, the GCSC grew to become one of the largest LGBT organizations in the
country. In 1974, the GCSC became the first gay entity granted nonprofit status by the Internal
Revenue Service, although the application was initially rejected because it served homosexuals.
By the end of the decade, the GCSC had moved into a larger building on Highland Avenue,
transitioned from a volunteer to a paid staff, and received grants from public agencies for the
services it provided. In 1980, the GCSC changed its name to the Gay and Lesbian Community
Services Center.** Later, Kight objected when the Center omitted the word “community” from
its name change to the Los Angeles LGBT Center; the Center continues today as the biggest
social service organization entity for the LGBT community.

Mid-1974, Kight was forced to move out of 1822 West 4" street due to his landlord having
“debilitating homophobia.” “Having a renowned gay liberationist on his property has finished
freaking that poor man’s mind,” Kight wrote to, friend and co-founder of PFLAG, Morty
Manford.*

Criteria B (2): Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national,
state, city, or local history.

Morris Kight

Morris Kight was born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919. He was born into a poor
farming family. He was named after Virginia Morris, the midwife who birthed him, because his
family did not have the money to pay her for his delivery. Kight quickly had to learn the chores
of the house and farm when his father was killed in an accident when he was seven years old.*8
In an interview with historian John D’Emilio, Kight called his time in Proctor growing up as a
“stranger in my own home, a visitor in the village, not part of it [and] always alienated.”*’ He did
find solace in botany, books, collecting art, and tinkering with his family’s Model A Ford. %8

In the mid-1930s, Kight and his mother owned and operated a roadside diner/food stand. There,
he exercised his first act of civil disobedience when he knowingly seated an African-American
couple in violation of the “mixing of the races” law. Kight was detained by the sheriffs for this
act; he was sixteen years old.*® During this time, he was introduced to the writings of Mohandas
Gandhi. He quickly felt an affinity to the practices of ahisma, the principle of nonviolence, and
satyagrapha, the truth force that guides nonviolent resistance. Kight practiced pacifism
throughout his life; it especially had a profound influence in the gay liberation movement’s
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motives and tactics. Kight almost always signed his letters with a variation of “peace through
love.”®®

Kight studied public administration and political science at Texas Christian University and
graduated in 1941; he worked his way through university. He formed the Oscar Wilde study
group, which was the first official and openly gay club on a university campus.®! There were
occasional gatherings of gays at people’s homes but discretion was essential because of the
oppressive legal and social situation for gays.®? While at university, he took the rigorous test for
the Roosevelt’s administration’s U.S. Career Service Training School, learned about public
policy issues, specifically in the areas of civil liberties, civil rights, social service delivery,
defense budgets, foreign policy, urban renewal, and housing, and formed an acquaintance with
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.*

Kight was opposed war and the cruelties of genocide and chemical warfare. He was active in
World War 1l opposition efforts, including protests and later raising money to support genocide
victims. During World War 11, he served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military in the
Pacific Theater; his task was to plan governments and policies for the islands reoccupied or
recently conquered.>*

After the war, he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and with his mother,
opening and running hotels and restaurants. He briefly worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs
but the institutionalized inequality and substandard treatment of the Native Americans he
witnessed led him to quit. He soon joined local tribe leaders in organizing social services and
public health services for New Mexico’s indigenous people.>® While in New Mexico, Kight
discovered underground gay communities in Albuquerque and Sante Fe. He knew of several gay
bars in Albuquerque that the police did not harass.*®

Kight married a woman in 1950. He had two daughters; he was married for five years. Kight let
only his closest friends know he was married and had children, mostly for fear that his credibility
as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.>’

From 1947 to 1956, Kight volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program.
He often drove people to the U.S. Public Health Service Venereal Disease Clinic in Hot Springs,
Arizona.%® Kight was introduced to “homophile” pamphlets by actors from California when he
worked in Albuquerque’s theater circuit. It was his first exposure to the Mattachine Society, a
group he thought to be too elitist and too “bourgeois” for the young and soon-to-be radicalized
gay liberation movement.*®
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Kight decided to become a full-time activist upon moving to the “gay ghetto” of Bunker Hill in
1957/58. Already a seasoned political and social activist, Kight printed business cards with his
name, address and telephone number on them and handed them out. He helped gay men secure
lawyers, seek treatment for venereal diseases, and counseled gay men who had been thrown out
of their homes or lost their jobs. His phone number was widely circulated; he effectively created
an underground social service entity for gay men in crisis.®® Upon moving to Los Angeles, he
also created the Gay Liberation Resistance (GLR), a group that trained gays in how to practice
non-violence with the police.®!

Kight was also a popular opposition leader to the Vietnam War. In 1967, he co-founded the Dow
Action Committee, an anti-war group that specifically protested the chemical company’s
production of napalm and the defoliant Agent Orange for the U.S. Military. The committee and
the surrounding protests became the one of the first successful corporate boycotts. He
participated in teach-ins, demonstrations, fasts, and other pacifist demonstrations against the
Vietnam War. Kight encouraged his gay friends and colleagues in the homophile movement to
get involved with the committee but they feared being labeled communists or socialists.?

For years, his friends Don Slater, Don Jackson, and Jim Kepner tried to convince Kight to devote
himself entirely to the gay liberation movement. In response, Kight would either try to convince
them to join the anti-war movement or gently nudge Kepner, in particular, toward his belief that
the homophile conservatism and elitism of the gay liberation movement did not work. In a series
of letters to Kepner, Kight acknowledged the homophile movement and what it had done to a
point but Kight looked to the passion and immediacy of other movements for inspiration, like the
anti-war movement, and groups like the Black Panthers and Peace and Freedom party.®3

“If only we had the moral character to see it, and could free ourselves of guilt feelings, feelings
of inadequacy, and worst of all, shuffling papers. When I go to a homosex meeting and see a pile
of reports | know that all ideas have died....”% — Morris Kight

A series of events led Kight to grab the reigns of a new radical gay liberation movement — the
brutal murder of fellow gay man, Howard Efflund, by the Los Angeles Police Department; the
Stonewall Riots and insurrection; and the “civilized” homophobia from the anti-Vietnam
movement. Kight, Slater, and Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press, “sent out a call,” and the
Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA) chapter began. From the start, and for many
decades to come, it was clear that Kight “was the chief driving force and fountainhead of new
ideas — outrageous ideas which worked, and which got on TV.”%

When interviewed by gay scholar John D’Emilio, Kight described the need of the GLF/LA -
“No people can liberate themselves unless they engage in radical action.”® He later reminisced
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that his singular goal through his years in the gay liberation movement was to “ease the fear and
self-loathing we homosexuals seem to feel for ourselves.”%’

The GLF/LA meetings brought about excitement, action, and liberty; Kight believed it was his
responsibility to “convince them that it was the most important thing in their world, and that they
can achieve that, that only they stand between themselves and total freedom.”®® At the age of 50,
Kight was organizing and managing protests, gay-ins, rap sessions, media hypes, and a gay crisis
phone line from his Westlake home. Kight was brilliant with the media attention. He easily
commanded a crowd of protestors or a news camera. His eloquence, direct nature, and
graciousness was exactly what gay liberation needed moving forward.

Through the GLF/LA, Kight co-founded the Cristopher Street West (CSW) pride march/parade
with Troy Perry and Bob Humphries to commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots in New York. The purposes of both the CSW march/parade and the gay-ins held at Griffith
Park was to encourage LGBT folks to come out of the closet and engender a positive self-
attitude. Kight also co-founded the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) with fellow
GLF/LA members, John Platania and Don Kilhefner; the services offered filled a wide gap of
social services for the LGBT community. Kight, though, continued to offer his Westlake home
as an overflow to the GCSC and always manned his phone line for calls. Kight served on the
GCSC Board of Directors from 1971 to 1977. During this time, he served as president, vice
president, and secretary. He worked full-time at the Center in various areas. He co-founded the
Van Ness Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, and the Liberation
House which provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways.”% He was also
responsible for the identification of three million dollars for the Center.

Kight would regularly speak to other gay liberation groups about the “new awakening of gay
political power across America” and various growing gay political conventions. He would speak
about gays realizing their own political and societal power.”* He offered advice on how to
organize and finance social action programs because of the monumental success of the GCSC."?
Kight supported and was involved in San Diego’s opening of their own LGBT Center in 1973
and San Diego’s first gay pride parade in 1974.”® To the mainstream media, he offered simple
explanations of what gay meant — modern and self-identifying, “dancing, mowing the lawn,
washing the dishes, loving and living like other people...we are a fact, like age and birth.”"* Put
simply, anytime Kight was asked to speak or march or offer assistance, he was there.

By the time Kight moved on to his next residence at McCadden Place in Hollywood, the social
and institutional picture of lesbians and gays had largely changed. There was little questioning
that “gay was good” — there were over 1,000 gay and leshian organizations, cities across the
nation were holding gay pride parades, there were new economic opportunities for gay-oriented
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businesses — the message of gay pride had altered the way gays and lesbians lived and how they
understood their lives and identity.” Kight now pivoted, along with his colleagues, to political
matters.

In 1975, Kight co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club to serve as a bull-horn for LGBT
governmental issues and to help gay-friendly politicians get elected. There are currently 35
active chapters nationwide. In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee
on Gay People where he advised the president on gay and lesbian issues. In 1977, Kight led the
Coors Beer Boycott when the beer company fired LGBT workers without cause and gave new
hires lie detector tests asking if they were gay.’®

The new visibility of the LGBT community prompted a homophobic backlash. In the late 1970s,
singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant lodged an attack against Floridian gay and lesbian teachers in
her “Save the Children” campaign. Her movement gained the attention California Congressman
John Briggs who managed to get Proposition 6, better known as the Briggs Initiative, on the
California state ballot. The 1978 failed proposition sought to ban gays and lesbians from working
in public schools. The national effort that Kight and others developed to defeat the Briggs
Initiative displayed a new level of political astuteness and defining power in the LGBT
community.”’

Kight opened his McCadden Place home to “First Tuesdays,” an open meeting for gays and
lesbians needing help or services. Fellow activist Bob Dallmeyer described “First Tuesdays” as a
“form of a public address system, the ultimate networking in our community.” Kight offered
space in his new home for meetings to anyone in the community. He held his annual “Winter
Solstice” parties, which featured prominent politicians, entrepreneurs, entertainers, writers,
playwrights, and the down-and-out who came in for a meal and community.’® Powerful people
like San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, California Governor Gray Davis, author Gore Vidal,
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and local politicians and judges would regularly attend.

Kight was appointed to the LA County Human Relations Commission in 1979. He was one of
the earliest gay appointees to a high-level position in county government. Kight felt it was
“hugely important for the community to know that | was on that commission and could focus the
attentions of the county on gay and lesbian issues when no one wanted to talk about them.” He
was on first-name basis with City Councilmembers and U.S. senators alike. His conviction,
humor, and understanding of the process of social change and human inaction made him an
invaluable leader.” He was on the commission for 23 years.

In 1980, he founded the Asian Pacific Gays and Friends, which became the Gay Asian Pacific
Network (GAPSN), to be a resource for the Los Angeles LGBT Asian-Pacific Islander
community. In 1984, he founded the McCadden Place Collection, a collection of art, ephemera,
correspondence, and other records that document and chronicle the emergence of the nationwide
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gay liberation movement and his personal involvement. The collection was originally housed at
his home and he would have regular showings.®® Kight’s McCadden Place Collection is now
housed at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives in Los Angeles.

Kight was on Board of Directors of Aid for AIDS and the United States Mission/Hudson House,
and even helped run Out of the Closet thrift stores and Aunt Bee’s, a free laundry and
housekeeping service for AIDS patients with activist and friend Miki Jackson. He received
numerous accolades throughout the 1980s and even after his death in 2003, including the Eason
Monroe Courageous Advocate Award from the American Civil Liberties Union, the Eleanor
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award from the Southern Californian Americans for Democratic
Action, and a Chinese magnolia tree was planted in honor of Kight at the Matthew Shepard
Memorial Triangle in West Hollywood. The Gay Community Services Center made him an
honoree of the Morris Kight Humanitarian Award. When he retired from the LA County Human
Relations Commission in 2002, County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky made him an honorary
commissioner. In 2003, the City of Los Angeles named the corner of Hollywood Boulevard and
McCadden Place “Morris Kight Square.” Unveiling the sign, Los Angeles Mayor, Eric Garcetti
said his hope was that the Square would “inspire the activists of tomorrow.”8! (There is also a
plague commemorating the first Christopher Street West pride parade the same intersection.)

At Kight’s last LA County Human Relations Commission hearing, Yaroslavsky called him *“a
living legend in the gay and lesbian struggle for equality.” Kight’s last words at that meeting
assured everyone that “I won’t stop working.”2
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In Los Angeles this effort to ferret out homosexuals was led by the Chief of Police,
William Parker. Appointed in 1950, Parker did not invent police tactics to entrap gay
and bisexual men, but he did much to regularize and institutionalize them. The Vice
Squad, which had been dismantled in 1939, was reinstituted and renamed
“Administrative Vice."” The unit reported directly to Parker and productivity was
measured by the number of prostitutes and homosexuals arrested. Historians Lillian
Faderman and Stuart Timmons documented a dramatic increase in arrests for so-called
sex crimes between 1947 and 1950. In 1947 there were 1,656 arrests for “sexual
perversion” or “lewd and lascivious conduct.” Three years later arrests increased by
86.5%.18

Ironically the police crackdown on gay and lesbian bars laid the foundation for the
nation’s gay liberation movement. While the anti-gay hysteria forced many men and
women deeper into the closet, a few began to fight back. As historian Allan Bérubé put
it:

The taste of freedom during the war, the magnitude of the postwar crackdown,
and the example of the growing black civil rights movement caused more and
more lesbians and gay men to think of themselves as an unjustly persecuted
minority. They increasingly realized that when they defended their new bars from
aftacks by queer bashers, when lesbians and gay defendants began to plead
‘not guilty’ in court, and when bar owners challenged the cops and liquor
conftrol boards, they were actually fighting to establish a public turf of their own,
defending their right to gather in public places.!?

Los Angeles played a critical role in the gay liberation movement with the work of Harry
Hay, Edith Eyde, W. Dorr Legg, and others. Harry Hay was an actor and political activist
who used his charm and organizing skills to help found the Mattachine Society. The
society sought to gain acceptance through greater communication between
homosexuals and heterosexuals. The name was based on Medieval French secret
societies of masked men who, through their anonymity, were empowered to criticize
ruling monarchs with impunity. The Mattachine Society was originally organized like the
Communist Party, of which Hay was a member, with cells and oaths of secrecy.

The organization received an unexpected boast in membership with the arrest of one
of the co-founders Dale Jennings. In February 1952, Jennings was arrested in MacArthur
Park? and charged with lewd behavior. Up until this point, men defended themselves
by denying that they were homosexuals. Jennings admitted to being a homosexual,
but defended himself by claiming that the police had entrapped him. Jennings

17 *History of the Vice Division,” Los Angeles Police Department, accessed March 18, 2014,
http://www.lapdonline.org/detective bureau/content basic view/1987.

18 Faderman and Timmons, 376.

17 Alan Bérubé, “*Marching to a Different Drummer: Lesbian and Gay Gls in World War II,” in Hidden History:
Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, edited by Martin B. Duberman, Martha Vicinius, and George
Chauncy Jr. (New York, NY: New American Library, 1989), 393.

20 By this time the name of Westlake Park had been changed to MacArthur Park in honor of General
Douglas MacArthur. However, the neighborhood is still referred to as Westlake.
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surprising acquittal was heralded as a major victory for gay rights. A dozen Mattachine
chapters immediately formed, however, the frenetic growth of the organization
resulted in a change in the leadership.

While the Los Angeles chapter of the Mattachine Society fizzled out after the departure
of the original founders, it survived elsewhere. In October 1952, a Mattachine chapter in
West Hollywood formed ONE Incorporated, an educational and advocacy
organization for gay rights. One Incorporated’s publication ONE, a magazine that
discussed topics in LGBT history, behavioral science, cultural arts, and civil liberties, was
unprecedented in the breadth of its national readership. ONE Incorporated readily
admitted women, and Joan Corbin, Irma Wolf, Stella Rush, Helen Sandoz, and Betty
Perdue were vital to its early success. ONE and Mattachine in turn provided vital help to
the Daughters of Bilitis in the launching of their newsletter The Ladder in 1956. The
Daughters of Bilitis was the counterpart lesbian organization to the Mattachine Society,
and the organizations worked together on some campaigns and ran lecture-series. Bilitis
came under attack in the early 1970s for 'siding’ with Mattachine and ONE, rather than
with the new separatist feminists.

Despite the fact that many of the early leaders of the gay liberation movement were
political radicals, intolerance for transgender people was an underlying theme. Early
gay and lesbian leaders tended to be white, well educated, and middle class; and
believed that the path to acceptance was assimilation. Thus, those who were too
flamboyant in their voice or dress were shunned. It was not until the 1960s that leaders
embraced the idea of uniting lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgenders into a
community.

During the late 1960s and early 1970s the movement shifted its focus from educating
mainstream society about sexual and gender identity to cultivating a politicized gay
consciousness and building gay institutions. A few of the old guard, such as Jim Kepner
and Don Slater, joined the younger, more militant activists. During this period the level of
group resistance to police harassment and other forceful displays of homophobia
began torise. In 1967, a police raid at the Black Cat, a gay bar in Silver Lake, touched
off protests that predated by two years the Stonewall riots in New York City. The 1969
Stonewall riots, in which gays and lesbians fought back against the police for several
nights, became a symbol for the struggle for gay rights.?’

On New Years Eve, the LAPD swarmed the Black Cat, beating and arresting sixteen
patrons and bartenders for exchanging same-sex kisses. Six of the men arrested that
night were convicted of lewd conduct for kissing another man, which meant that they
were registered as sex offenders. A new LGBT organization, PRIDE (Personal Rights in
Defense and Education) organized protests in front of the Black Cat that lasted for
several days. Established in 1966, PRIDE set a new tone for gay political groups like the
Gay Liberation Front and the Radical Fairies. PRIDE led aggressive, in your face,

21 Faderman and Timmons, 155-57.
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demonstrations against the suppression by the LAPD of gay gatherings or same-sex
meetings in Los Angeles.

The next year, the arrest of two patrons at
The Patch in Wilmington prompted a
massive show of resistance. This time instead
of arresting the men for same-sex kissing,
they were arrested for same-sex dancing.
The owner Lee Glaze offered to pay bail for
those arrested and urged the patrons to
fight for their rights as citizens. A
spontaneous civil disobedience action
began in which patrons that were not
Fiaure 3: Flower Power bolice harassment arrested marched to the LAPD’s Harbor
p?oﬂeit 'LAPOD ﬁorgor%iagofs(isf; goy . Division station fo demand the release of
Lilian Faderman and Stuart Timmons. New York: fhose arrested. Along the way Glaze
Basic Books, 2006. stopped at a florist and bought bouquets of
flowers, with the notable exception of
pansies, and presented them to the officers. This single event morphed over the next
several months into a series of LGBT community Flower Power marches to the police
station.22

The growing resistance to police harassment corresponded with the emerging LGBT
newspaper media, such as The Advocate and The Lesbian Tide. These widely
circulated LGBT newspapers provided an unprecedented level of information about
what was happening locally, as well as across the country, that was of interest to LGBT
persons. The development of LGBT media also greatly expanded social networking
opportunities beyond what had been possible during preceding decades. In turn, the
emergence of LGBT media and opportunities to market directly to a more open
community provided the basis for an explosion of LGBT-owned businesses during the
period (including real estate firms, accountants, doctors, bookstores, retail shops,
discotheques, bathhouses, and nightclubs).

In 1969, two important LGBT organizations were founded, the Gay Community Services
Center (GCSC) and the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front. The GCSC
would eventually change its name to the Gay and Lesbian Center. At their core were
two gay men, Don Kilhefner and Morris Kight. Although the GCSC had a political
component, its primary mission was providing social services to the LGBT community.
Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC would become one of the largest LGBT organizations in
the country. The Gay Liberation Front (GLF) was founded in New York City in direct
response to the Stonewall riots. The GLF had a broad political platform demanding the
end to the persecution of LGBT persons, denouncing racism, and attacking traditional
gender roles. By the end of 1969, chapters were quickly formed in other cities in the U.S.,
such as Los Angeles and San Francisco, as well as London. Although the GLF folded by

22 Faderman and Timmons, 158.
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the middle of the decade, they demonstrated against negative images of LGBT
persons in print media and on television and organized the first gay pride parade down
Hollywood Boulevard.

One of the primary goals of LGBT organizations was the repeal of California laws that
criminalized homosexuality. Many states in the U.S. repealed their sodomy laws in the
early 1970s when they modernized their penal codes; however, California was an
exception to the rule. California’s sodomy repeal effort began in 1969 with urging from
Morris Kight, Reverend Troy Perry, and others. The repeal bill was introduced to the
California legislature starting in 1969 by Assemblyman Willie Brown, and every year
afterwards until its passage in 1975.In 1975, the liberal Democratic Senate Majority
Leader, George Moscone — running for Mayor of San Francisco — twisted many arms
for its passage. When the Senate deadlocked on a 20-20 vote, Moscone locked the
chamber doors, until Lieutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally could fly back from Denver
and cast the tie-breaking vote. Then Governor Jerry Brown signed it into law.23

The gains made by the LGBT community during the 1970s were being made by women
as well. Lesbians played an important role in the women's movement, which sought to
eliminate sexism from the workplace, among other goals. Lesbians involved in the
GCSC, GLF, and other organizations began to form their own separate organizations
and revitalize old ones. For example, lesbian feminists including Delia Villarreal and
Jeanne Cérdova reformed the Daughters of Bilitis in 1971. As historians Faderman and
Timmons explain, “many lesbians were now deciding that they had less in common with
gay men than with straight women."24 The Supreme Court decision in Roe vs. Wade
legalizing abortion strengthened the women's movement. Feminist and lesbians across
the county, including Los Angeles, began forming women's health clinics and claiming
greater control over their own bodies. The first Feminist Women's Health Center was
founded in Los Angeles by a group of women who had been running an abortion
referral service. This evolved into a clinic and the other clinics throughout the state.

Finally, by the late 1970s, the new visibility of the LGBT community prompted significant
homophobic backlash in the political arena — a defining example being Proposition 6 -
the so-called Briggs Initiative of 1978, which sought to purge LGBT persons from
teaching in the public schools. Ironically, as the LGBT community organized itself in a
massive way and in coalition with non-gay allies to defeat this legislation, it
demonstrated a new level of political astuteness and power, both in Los Angeles and
statewide. The mobilization to successfully defeat Proposition é served as a capstone to
decades of political organizing and public educational efforts on the part of Los
Angeles’ LGBT community and was a defining event in affirming LGBT identity and in
demonstrating the power the LGBT community had in shaping its own destiny.

23 "History of Sodomy Laws,” Sodomy Laws, accessed March 1, 2014,
http://www.glapn.org/sodomylaws/history/history.htm.
24 Faderman and Timmons, 182.
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Figure 4: No on Proposition 6 demonstration on Hollywood Boulevard, 1978. Beginning in 1966, many
LGBT protests took place on Hollywood Boulevard—often beginning atf the corner of Las Palmas
Avenue and McCadden Place—an important LGBT social gathering locus beginning in the 1950s.
Source: Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection.

Chronology of Events in Los Angeles LGBT History

The type, location, and period of significance of LGBT historic resources have been
shaped by frends in local and national history that are unrelated to sexual identity, as
well as historical events that are particular to Los Angeles and California in
geographical terms and that are directly related to sexual identity. The major events in
Los Angeles LGBT history are summarized below:

1898 The City of Los Angeles enacts an anti-masquerading ordinance to
discourage public displays of cross-dressing.

1915 California State Penal Code 288a is enacted, making oral sex a felony
rather than a simple misdemeanor. During this period, the LAPD begins a
campaign of harassment that lasts for decades.

1919 Prohibition is enacted and in effect during a period in which the city’s
population grew substantially, including its LGBT population.

1922 The anti-masquerading ordinance is amended to expressly prohibit

women from “masquerading” as persons of the opposite sex. Heightened
police harassment and arbitrary arrests of women result.
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1933

1937

1942-1945

1947

1948

1950

1952

1953

The repeal of Prohibition brings the underground speakeasy culture to an
end.

Before Mayor Frank Shaw is recalled, he forms the Sex Bureau to control
sexual degenerates.

World War Il and the accompanying mobilization brings thousands of
formerly isolated LGBT persons together in the military and wartime
industrial production activities in Los Angeles.

Vice Versa, the first lesbian publication in the U.S., is written and self-
published by Edythe Eyde (aka Lisa Ben) at RKO Studios in Hollywood.

Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, which disseminated the research of
Dr. Alfred Kinsey's Institute for Sex Research, is published in January. The
widely discussed best seller demonstrates for the first fime that
homosexuality is more prevalent than had been believed previously and
describes it as being on a continuum of sexual behaviors.

The Mattachine Society, the first sustained American gay rights group, is
formed in the home of Harry and Anita Hay.

ONE Incorporated is established as the public advocacy and education
arm of the Mattachine Society.

Dale Jennings is arrested for allegedly soliciting a police officer in a
bathroom in Westlake Park. His trial draws national attention to the
Mattachine Society, and membership increases dramatically after
Jennings contests the charges, resulting in a hung jury.

ONE Incorporated begins the publication of ONE Magazine, the first pro-
gay publication in the U.S.

Between 1950 and April 1953, several chapters of the Mattachine Society
were established across California. Representatives from these chapters
met together for the first fime in April 1953 at First Universalist Church to
create the charter for the organization.

Sexual Behavior in the Human Female, the companion to the earlier book
on male sexuality, is published in September. The widely read book, which
challenged widely held presuppositions about female libido, prompts
even greater confroversy than its predecessor.

President Dwight Eisenhower signs Executive Order 10450, banning
homosexuals from working for the federal government or any of its private
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1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

contractors. The order lists homosexuals as security risks, along with
alcoholics and neurofics.

In October, the U.S. Post Office declares ONE Magazine obscene.

Dr. EImer Belt becomes one of the first surgeons in the country to perform
sex-reassignment operations. He ceased operations at the end of 1954
when a committee of doctors at UCLA decided against the practice;
however, he restarted quietly a few years later.

The Daughters of Bilitis is founded in San Francisco by four lesbian couples.
It is the first national lesbian political and social organization in the U.S.

The redevelopment of Bunker Hill results in the wholesale demolition of the
neighborhood for modern high-rise office buildings and prompts a
demographic shift of gay men from Downtown to the Westlake, Echo
Park, and Silver Lake neighborhoods at a time when numerous
heterosexual households in those neighborhoods were relocating to the
suburbs.

The ONE Institute of Homophile Studies is founded. In addition to
organizing classes and annual conferences, it also published the ONE
Institute Quarterly, a journal dedicated to the academic exploration of
homosexuality

Dr. Evelyn Hooker's publication of her groundbreaking research in the
Journal of Projective Techniques is possibly the earliest published empirical
study disputing the widespread psychiatric assumption that homosexuality
is a mental iliness. The research for the article was conducted in Los
Angeles.

In a landmark freedom of the press case, the U.S. Supreme Court reverses
the lower court rulings against the ONE Incorporated, enabling it to
continue mailing its magazine through the U.S. postal service. This is the
first time the U.S. Supreme Court rules on a case involving homosexuality.

The Los Angeles chapter of the Daughters of Bilitis is organized by Stella
Rush (nee Stan Russell) of ONE Incorporated and Helen Sanders (nee
Helen Sandoz).

The first known instance in the LGBT community of gender-transgressive
persons resisting arbitrary police arrest occurs at Cooper’s Donuts in
Downtown. The customers throw their coffee and food at the arresting
officers driving them from the shop. This minor but significant rebellion
transpired ten years prior to the better-known rebellion at the Stonewall
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1961

1966

1967

1968

1969

Inn in New York City and seven years prior to a similar occurrence at
Compton’s Cafeteria in San Francisco.

lllinois becomes the first U.S. state to remove sodomy from its criminal
code through the passage of the American Law Institute’s Model Penal
Code.

Virginia Prince creates the Hose and Heels Club, the nation’s first peer
support group for male transvestites. Within a year, it had chapters across
the country.

On May 12, the first gay (car) parade of record occurs on Hollywood
Boulevard to protest the ban on homosexuals serving in the military. This
was the first of five LGBT demonstrations (1966-1967) across the nation
protesting the military ban.

Activist Steve Ginsberg forms the radical LGBT rights group Personal Rights
in Defense and Education (PRIDE). The organization's name is believed to
be the origin of the phrase “gay pride.”

LAPD officers disrupt a New Year's celebration at the Black Cat Barin
Silver Lake and arrest its patrons for exchanging same sex New Year's Eve
kisses. The incident sparks what may have been the largest public gay
rights demonstration to date.

The raid and protests have also been credited with inspiring Richard Mitch
to publish The Advocate, initially as the newsletter of PRIDE, one of the
organizations, which sponsored the demonstration at the Black Cat.

First known “gay-in" takes place at Griffith Park. Gay-ins were inspired by
the sit-ins and teach-ins that occurred during the 1960s, which were
organized to raise public awareness of a particular issue.

The arrest of two patrons at The Patch in Wilmington prompts a massive
show of resistance. The single event morphs over the next several months
into a series of LGBT community Flower Power marches to the police
station.

The Metropolitan Community Church is formally organized by Rev. Troy
Perry. It is the earliest confinuous religious congregation organized by LGBT
persons to meet the spiritual needs of the LGBT community, and the
world's largest LGBT religious denomination.

In July, the Stonewall Rebellion in New York City marks an internationally
significant turning point in LGBT consciousness, when gender-transgressive
patrons at the Stonewall Inn, a LGBT bar in Greenwich Village fight the
police and resist arrest following a routine bar raid.
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1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

Inspired by the Stonewall Rebellion, Morris Kight and others organize the
Gay Liberation Front in Los Angeles, a radical advocacy organization
arguing for the immediate and full acceptance of LGBT persons.

The LGBT community plays a key role in the election of Peggy Stevenson
to the City Council from the 13t District.

The Gay Community Services Center, the first known free “drop-in" health
clinic/counseling/educational organization in the U.S. opens its doors on
Wilshire Boulevard.

The first Christopher Street West gay pride parade is held honoring the
rebellion at the Stonewall Inn in New York the preceding year. Rev. Troy
Perry, Bob Humphries, and a lesbian on horseback led the parade from its
starting point at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard.

Unitarian Universalist Association becomes the first mainstream religious
organization in the U.S. to recognize LGB clergy and laity within its ranks
and demands an end to discrimination.

The International Psychologists and Psychiatrists conference convenes at
the Biltmore Hotel with a plan to declare electric shock therapy as the
official “cure” for homosexuality. The conference was disrupted by
throngs of activists who begin a dialog with the American Psychiatric
Association.

The Lesbian Tide, published by the Los Angeles chapter of the Daughters
of Bilitis, becomes the first magazine to use "lesbian” in ifs fitle.

Simone Wallace, Gahan Kelley, and Adele Wallace open the Sisterhood
Bookstore, a pioneering woman/lesbian business enterprise devoted to
selling books and periodicals focused upon women/lesbian-related
subject matter.

Paul Laporte, in a bid to regain his council seat (13th District), and Burt
Pines, a candidate for City Aftorney, visit a series of bars and nightclubs in
Silver Lake to publicly campaign for LGBT votes.

The American Psychiatric Association declassifies homosexuality as a
mental disorder.

Ed Edelman publically seeks LGBT support in his campaign for a seat on
the County Board of Supervisors. Per his campaign promises he hires David
Glascock as his deputy, the first known openly gay political appointment
in the nation.
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1975

1976

1978

Homosexuality is legalized in California due to the Consenting Adult Sex
Bill.

A benefit for the Gay Community Services Center at the Mark IV
Bathhouse is raided. As a result, there are major changes in LAPD policy
regarding policing the gay community.

The formation of the Municipal Elections Committee Los Angeles (MECLA)
to promote LGBT supportive candidates for public office marks a
milestone in shaping electoral politics in Los Angeles. David Mixner,
aftorneys Roberta Bennett and Diane Abbit, and Steve Lachs were key
organizing members.

Mayor Tom Bradley issues a proclamation officially establishing Gay Pride
Week in Los Angeles, a dramatic milestone marking an end to the
discriminatory policies of the City of Los Angeles towards the LGBT
community.

Greater and greater LGBT visibility during the 1970s prompts a backlash by
conservatives, including the qualification of Proposition 6 for a statewide
referendum. Proposition 6, also known as the Briggs Initiative, would have
required the firing and prohibited the hiring of LGBT public school
teachers. An unprecedented coadlition of LGBT and non-gay organizations
worked together to defeat the initiative.
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Themes Related to LGBT History in Los Angeles

The following themes relate to extant resources that have important associations with
LGBT history in Los Angeles. These themes are consistent with the overall content and
format developed for SurveyLA's Citywide Historic Context Statement (HCS). The
narratives here are intended to supplement and complement existing narratives for
each theme.

Theme 1 - The Gay Liberation Movement (1948-1980)

Theme 2 — LGBT Persons and Their Impact on the Entertainment Industry (1917-1980)
Theme 3 — The Reconciliation of Homosexuality and Religion (1950-1980)

Theme 4 — Gay Bars as Social Institutions (1920-1980)

Theme 5 - Homosexudality: the Mental lliness That Never Was (1948-1980)

Theme 6 — The LGBT Community and the Media (1945-1980)

Theme 7 — Gays and Lesbians in the Los Angeles Literary Scene (1912-1980)

Theme 8 — Queer Art (1945-1980)
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Theme 1 -The Gay Liberation Movement (1948-1980)

Los Angeles played a critical role in the gay liberation movement in the United States,
which can be divided into two distinct phases. The first phase of the movement
involved consciousness raising, while the second phase involved political organizing.
Prior to World War I, most LGBT persons were isolated from one another and they did
not view themselves as BEING gay, lesbian, bisexual, or fransgender. This began o
change after the war when LGBT persons from all over the country met each other
through their service in the Armed Forces or their employment in wartime industries.
Many choose to stay in Los Angeles after the war. Although homophobia was present, it
was easier to be "different" in Los Angeles, than most towns and cities in the U.S. The
groups that formed during the first phase of the movement were largely comprised of
middle class gay men who were focused on making same sex love acceptable to
mainstream society. The movement gained steam and changed direction during the
mid-1960s. During this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement
was swept into the larger youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution
that objected to the Vietham War, challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms,
and confronted the policies that discriminated against women and minority groups. By
this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined themselves as a minority group,
and resisted police harassment. By the late 1970s, the movement became more
institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral process to expand the civil
rights of LGBT persons.

By the 1940s, the population of Los Angeles had reached a large enough number that
LGBT communities began to form. However, these communities were relatively small
and isolated from one another, and their aim was more social than political. The
isolation was still mostly be choice, as living openly as a gay, lesbian, bisexual, or
transgender person was still a dangerous proposition. And the notion of a united LGBT
community with a political agenda was still almost unimaginable. World War Il would
prove to be a transformative event in LGBT history. During the war years, Los Angeles
was a major hub for the Armed Forces on the West Coast. LGBT individuals came into
contact with people just like themselves from all over the county. Increasingly, they
realized that they were not alone. Through letters, discussions, and meetings a small
network of gay men in Los Angeles began to develop the idea of forming an
organization to fight for equal rights.

Early attempts to organize gay men occurred In Europe and elsewhere in the United
States, but collapsed under the weight of homophobia. Magnus Hirschfield founded
the Scientific Humanitarian Committee in 1897 in Berlin.2> Hirschfield was a physician
who lived opening as a gay man and lobbied for the decriminalization of homosexual
acts. Inspired by Hirschfield, Henry Gerber founded the Society for Human Rights in
Chicago in 1924. It is considered to be the first recognized gay rights organization in the
United States, because it was chartered by the State of lllinois. After a few months,
however, several members were arrested and the organization dissolved. The aim of
both of these organizations was to educate medical professionals, law enforcement

25 For more information on Hirschfield, please see Theme 5.
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officials, politicians, and society at large about homosexuality.2¢ Although short-lived,
these organizations are considered to be the precursors to the gay liberation
movement that took form in Los Angeles during the early 1950s.

Arguably, the preeminent event in the gay
liberation movement was the founding of
the Mattachine Society in 1950. At the
center of the group was Harry Hay, an actor
and political activist. In 1948, Hay wrote a
manifesto in which he conceived of an
organization that would advocate for
improving the social status of gay men. It
would take two years for the group to
crystalize. Hay modeled the Mattachine
Society on the 19t century fraternal orders,

Figure 5: Founding members of the Mattachine  such as the Freemasons and Odd Fellows,

Society. Source: ONE Natfional Gay and because the structure of such organizations

Lesbian Archives. was based on the notion of secrecy, which

was crucial at the time when homosexuals

had much to fear.?7 Besides Hay, the founding members include Rudi Gernreich, Dale
Jennings, Stan Witt, Bob Hull, Chuck Rowland, and Paul Bernard.

In April 1951, the Mattachine Society adopted a Statement of Missions and Purposes,
which stands out in the history of the gay liberation movement because it incorporated
two important themes. First, the group argued that homosexuality was not merely a
sexual orientation. Rather, collectively homosexuals were a minority group with a
unique culture (like Blacks, Latinos, and Jews). Second, the group called for a grassroots
movement of gay people to challenge anti-gay discrimination.

The arrest and acquittal of Dale Jennings on charges of lewd behavior in 1952 provided
the group with a concrete victory for gay rights, but also negative attention from the
media. Paul Coates, a conservative columnist for the Los Angeles Daily Mirror,
described the group as having ties to the Communist Party.28 His article set off a panic
among Mattachine members, who were horrified at the thought of their activities being
linked to communism. In the controversy that followed, two conventions were held and
opposing sides took shape. Conservative members questioned the organization's stated
goals, challenging the idea that homosexuals were a minority. They claimed such an
approach would only encourage hostility. The founding members did not agree, but
feared that a government investigation into the organization would expose the identity
of its members and destroy the movement. So, in May 1953, the founders resigned,
turning the group over to the conservatives. Unfortunately, the new leadership shared

26 "Lesbian & Gay History," Chicago Metro History Education Center, accessed August 25, 2014.
http://www.chicagohistoryfair.org/history-fair/history-fair-a-nhd-theme/subject-essays/chicago-lesbian-o-
gay-history.html

27 Faderman and Timmons, 110-112.

28 Paul Choates, "Well, Medium, and Rare," Los Angeles Daily Mirror, March 12, 1953.
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none of the vision or experience of the original founders. While chapters of the
Mattachine Society remained in other cities, the chapter in Los Angeles folded.

In October 1952, a Mattachine chapter in West Hollywood formed ONE Incorporated, a
pioneering organization in LGBT culture and education. The name was derived from a
line by the Victorian writer Thomas Carlyle, "A mystic bond of brotherhood makes alll
men one." Although two of the founders, Dale Jennings and Chuck Rowland, were also
founders of the Mattachine Society, the group often referred to themselves as "the
Corporation" to distance themselves from any links to communism. The other founding
members included Antonio Reyes, Martin Block, Merton Bird, and W. Dorr Legg. Several
of these men had been members of Knights of the Clock, a group that supported
interracial gay couples.?? ONE also readily admitted women, and Joan Corbin, Irma
Wolf, Stella Rush, Helen Sandoz, and Betty Perdue were vital to its success.

ONE Incorporated’s publication ONE Magazine, a journal that discussed topics in LGBT
history, behavioral science, cultural arts, and civil liberties, was unprecedented in the
breadth of its national readership. In a battle taken all the way to the U.S. Supreme
Court, ONE demonstrated a new level of LGBT political and social power, winning an
important legal case for the freedom of the press.30

In 1956 ONE Incorporated established the ONE Institute of Homophile Studies. The ONE
Institute amassed a noteworthy library on the topic homosexuality and offered what
were likely the first classes in homophile studies in the United States. The ONE Institute
received a large donation from Reed Erickson in 1965, which allowed the group to fulfill
its mission. Erickson was a female-to-male transsexual who had inherited his family's
fortune. He founded the Erickson Educational Foundation in 1964 and poured millions of
dollars into LGBT causes.?’

The modern period of the gay liberation movement unfolded during the mid- to late
1960s and reflected the consolidation of a LGBT group consciousness. The key
manifestations of this new group awareness were an increasing level of group
resistance to homophobia, a major expansion in the number and variety of permissive
social spaces, and a substantial increase in the number of sexual identity based
political and social organizations. The movement during this period was facilitated by
the emergence of a vibrant local LGBT newspaper media including The Advocate and
The Lesbian Tide.

The political and social upheaval during the mid-1960s attracted even more non-
conformist and radicals to Los Angeles. The more liberal attitudes and androgynous
fashion during this period, allowed LGBT persons to be more visible and less different.
While the society at large was beginning to change its view of homosexuality, the
police had not. The LAPD continued to raid gay and lesbian bars throughout the

2? Faderman and Timmons, 116.

30 For more information on ONE Magazine, please see Theme 7.

31 A.H. Devor, "Reed Erickson and the Erickson Educational Foundation," University of Victoria, Canada,
accessed August 29, 2014, http://web.uvic.ca/~erick123/
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1960s.32 Raids at the Black Cat in Silver Lake in 1967 and The Patch in Wilmington in 1968
are the most often mentioned because of the demonstrations and marches they
provoked. Such group resistance strengthened the movement by raising group
awareness and organizing the LGBT community around broader issues related to
homophobia.

The new generation of gay political activists was more likely to have been affiliated with
one of the left-wing or counter-culture groups active during the period than one of the
existing homophile organizations. Morris Kight, for example, was an anti-war activist who
was one of the co-founders of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) in Los Angeles. While the
GLF in Los Angeles was short-lived, its contributions to the movement were significant.
Although the GLF represents a radical departure from the homophile organizations, the
first meeting was hosted by Don Slater, the former board member of ONE Incorporated
and editor of Tangents at the time .33

In June 1970, Kight helped organize a march down Hollywood Boulevard to

commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York. In addition to

Kight, parade organizers included Reverend Bob Humphries with the Unites States

Mission and Reverend Troy Perry with the Metropolitan Community Church (MCC).34 The

parade, which was officially co-sponsored by the GLF and MCC could not be held

without a permit from the City of Los Angeles. Reverend Perry attended the hearing
and described part of his exchange with Ed
Davis, the chief of police:

Chief Davis: "Did you know that
homosexuality is illegal in the State of
Californiae"

Reverend Perry: "No sir, it is not."

Chief Davis: "Well, | want to tell you
something. As far as I'm concerned, granting
a parade permit to a group of homosexuals
to parade down Hollywood Boulevard would
be the same as giving a permit to a group of
thieves and robbers."35

Figure 6: Members of GLF protfest the Police The Police Commissioners debated amongst

Commission's conditions for holding the first themselves and finally voted in favor of the

g% ‘nggopnoggﬁ‘vsezume: ONENafional Gay o rmit on the condition that the organizers
post bonds and pay fees for police

¥ The same could be said of police departments in other cities with large LGBT populations such as New
York and San Francisco.

33 Faderman and Timmons, 154.

341t should be noted that Perry was also a member of the GLF.

35 "History of Christopher Street West/LA Pride," Christopher Street West Presents LA Pride, accessed August
29, 2014, http://lapride.org/history.php
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protection. Without hesitation, the organizers met with attorneys for the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU). With the assistance of the ACLU, the conditions were dropped
and the parade was held without incident. The parade was originally called Gay
Freedom Day. Eventually, "freedom" was replaced with "pride" and the event was
orchestrated annually by a new organization called Christopher Street West. In 1979,
the parade was moved to Santa Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood.3¢

In 1970 and 1971, the GLF organized a series
of gay-ins, three of which took place at the
merry-go-round in Griffith Park. Like the
parade, the purpose of these gay-ins was to
encourage LGBT persons to come out of the
closet and to encourage the public to
accept alternative expressions of sexuality
and gender. The events, which attracted
thousands of people, took place during the
day and included speeches, music, and
Figure 7: Crowds gather at a Gay-In in Griffith dancing as well as booths that offered free
Park in 1970. Source: ONE National Gay and legal and social services. Challenging the
Lesbian Archive. LAPD policy that effectively banned gays
and lesbians from congregating in public
was also one of the goals of the GLF, which was largely achieved by these events. The
LAPD officers that policed the events only agitated the crowds. So the GLF obtained a
restraining order on the basis that it was a violation of their civil rights.3”

Another component of the gay liberation movement was gaining equal access to
social services. Existing social service agencies were often hostile to the needs of the
community. In the early 1970s, for example, mental health clinics sfill freated
homosexuality as a disease.38 Instead of convincing existing agencies to treat LGBT
persons with respect, three members of the GLF, John Platania, Don Kilhefner and Morris
Kight, organized the Gay Survival Committee. The committee envisioned a network of
services run for and by gays and lesbians. The committee had an office on Vermont
Avenue and began to provide information referrals and mental health support. Then a
coffee shop was opened on Melrose Avenue, and homeless teenagers and adults
were allowed to sleep there at night.

The group quickly realized that more structure was needed, as opposed to the loosely
organized network of services that was beginning to form. Thus, the Gay Community
Services Center (GCSC) was organized in April of 1971.3? Recognizing the growing

36 |bid.

37 Faderman and Timmons, 176 and Moira Rachel Kenney, Mapping Gay L.A. (Philadelphia, PA: Temple
University Press, 2001), 170-171

38 For more information on the treatment of LGBT persons by mental health professionals, please see Theme
5.

3? Faderman and Timmons, 192-195; Kenney, 82-84; Lorrie L. Jean, "40+ years of L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center
History," L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center, accessed August 29, 2014,
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number of homeless gays and lesbians, especially teenagers, the GCSC leased a house
for them on Edgemont Street in April of 1971. Called the Liberation House, residents
were asked to pay $1.50 a day for room and board. Four additional houses were
added to meet the demand.* The GCSC also opened the Funky Gaywill Shoppe and
Recycling Center on Griffith Park Boulevard to provide employment for the residents
living in the Liberation Houses.

During the 1970s, the GCSC grew to become
one of the largest LGBT organizations in the
country. In October of 1971, the GCSC was
incorporated and opened ifs first
headquarters in a house on Wilshire Boulevard.
In addition to the Liberation Houses and
Gaywill Shoppe, the GCSC operated a gay
men's venereal disease clinic and a self-
development clinic with individual counseling,
group therapy, and family services. In 1974,
the GCSC became the first gay entity granted
nonprofit status by the Internal Revenue
Service, although the application was initially
rejected because it served homosexuals. By
the end of the decade, the GCSC had
moved into a larger building on Highland
Avenue, fransitioned from a volunteer to a
paid staff, and received grants from public

steps of the building on Wilshire Boulevard,

circa 1974. Source: ONE National Gay and
Lesbian Archive.

i

In 1980, the GCSC changed its name to the
Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center,
an explicit acknowledgement and invitation to lesbians. Throughout the 1970s,
however, lesbians had already begun to create separate organizations with a feminist
political agenda. Central among these was the Gay Women's Services Center, which
was founded by Del Whan in 1971. Sharon Raphael and Mina Meyer expanded the
services of the center to include bailing gay women out of jail, rescuing them from
mental hospitals, and sheltering them until they were re-established.#’ The center, along
with other groups, also sought to provide women with healthier and safer alternatives to
bars in terms of meeting places.

As the gay liberation movement matured during the late 1970s, new groups were
formed that were less ideological and more fraditional in their approach to political
change. In 1976, a group of upper-middle-class gay men founded the Municipal
Elections Campaign Los Angeles (MECLA) to provide financial support to gay-friendly

http://laglc.convio.net/site/News22page=NewsArticle&id=14427. The latter article provides an excellent
chronology of the history of the center.

40 These were located on Van Ness, Oxford, Central, and Las Palmas.

41 Faderman and Timmons, 170.
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political candidates. Concerned that candidates would not accept donations from
openly gay organization, the word gay was left out of the name with little regret. The
group, largely led by Rob Eichberg and Steve Lachs, organized a successful series of
elegant diners and banquets that for the first time tapped into the wealth of the
affluent gay community. The following year, the board of MECLA expanded from nine
men to five women and ten men.42 David Mixner, a still closeted gay political
consultant, was the chief strategist for the group.

MECLA played an important role in the campaign to defeat Proposition 6, also known
as the Briggs Initiative, in 1978. Proposition é was placed on the ballot by Orange
County State Senator, John Briggs. It would have effectively banned gays and lesbians
from working in public schools in California and represented the conservative backlash
against the gay liberation movement. During the late 1970s, ordinances protecting gays
and lesbians from discrimination were being repealed across the country. Mixner
created the "NO on 6" organization and MECLA was a major financial donor. A key
feature of the campaign was for gays and lesbians to come out to their families,
neighbors, and co-workers to shift public opinion away from the homophobic initiative.
The defeat of Proposition 6 represented the culmination of the growing political power
of the LGBT community, although the struggle for LGBT rights was far from over.

The following tables describe designated and known resources associated with the gay
liberation movement. Eligibility Standards address residential, commercial, institutional,
site and other property types.

Designated Resources

Resource Name Location Comments

The Black Cat 3909 Sunset Boulevard A gay bar in Silver Lake during the
1960s and 1970s. The site of the first
large protest against police
harassment in 1967. This property is
designated LAHCM #939.

Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round Griffith Park The merry-go-round in Griffith Park
was the location of a series of gay-
ins between 1970 and 1971. This
property is located in Griffith Park,
which is designated LAHCM #942.

Known Resources

Resource Name Location Comments
Christopher Street West/Gay Hollywood Boulevard between | The first gay pride parade occurred
Pride Parade Highland and Vine in 1970. It was one of several

actions taken to increase the
visibility of the LGBT community. The
parade moved to West Hollywood

42 Dudley Clendinen and Adam Nagorney, Out for Good: The Struggle to Build a Gay Rights Movement in
America (New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1999), 350-358.
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in 1979 and has been held there
ever since.

Cooper's Donuts

316 East 5t Street (Demolished)

The site of the first known instance
of transgender persons resisting
arbitrary police arrest in 1959.

Daughters of Bilitis (DOB)

852 Cherokee Avenue

The DOB formed in San Francisco in
1955. It was conceived as a social
alternative to lesbian bars, which
were subject to raids and police
harassment. As the DOB gained
members, their focus shiffed to
providing support to women who
were afraid to come out. The Los
Angeles chapter was founded by
Stella Rush and Helen Sanders in
1958.

Funky Gaywill Shoppe and
Recycling Center

1519-21 Griffith Park Boulevard

The Shoppe was operated by the
GCSC and provided employment
for residents living in the Liberation
Houses.

Gay Community Services
Center

1612-14 Wilshire Boulevard
(Demolished)

Their first headquarters were in
two rented houses at 1612-14
Wilshire Boulevard. They
moved to a former motel at
1213 N. Highland Avenue in
1974. Now at 1625 N. Schrader
Boulevard.

The GCSC, incorporated in 1971. It
provided a variety of services to
gays and lesbians who were
neglected or mistreated by existing
agencies.

Gay Liberation Front (GLF) Los
Angeles/Morris Kight Residence

1822 West 4th Street

The GLF was founded in New York
City in 1969 after the Stonewall riofs.
The Los Angeles chapter was
established that same year by
Morris Kight, Don Kilhefner, John
Platania, Brenda Weathers, and Del
Whan among others. The GLF
operated out of Kight's home. He
was also one of the founders of the
GCSC.

Gay Women's Services Center
(GWSC)

1542 Glendale Boulevard
(Demolished)

Founded in 1971, the GWSC was
the first organization in the U.S.
incorporated as a social service
agency exclusively for lesbians.

Harry Hay Residence

2328 Cove Avenue

Hay (1912-2002) was an acfor,
polifical activist and early leader in
the gay liberation movement. He
played a key role in the formation
of the Mattachine Society,
although he resigned from the
leadership in 1953.

Dale Jennings Residence

1933 North Lemoyne Street

Jennings (1917-2000) was one of
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the founding members of the
Mattachine Society and ONE
Incorporated.

Knights of the Clock

Need Address

The Cloistered Order of Conclaved
Knights of Sophisticracy, more
commonly known as the Knights of
the Clock, was an interracial
homophile social club based in Los
Angeles. Sources differ as fo the
founding date of the organization,
variously cifing it as 1949, 1950, and
1951.Regardless of the exact date,
the group was one of the earliest
gay organizations in the U.S.

Mark IV Baths

4400-4424 Melrose Avenue

The site of a notorious 1975 LAPD
raid, which resulted in a major
change in the policing of the gay
community.

Mattachine Society

232 S. Hill Street (Demolished)

The Mattachine Society, founded in
1950, was one of the earliest
homophile organizations in the U.S.
probably second only fo Chicago'’s
Society for Human Rights (1924).
Harry Hay and a group of Los
Angeles male friends formed the
group to protect and improve the
rights of homosexuals.

ONE Incorporated

2256 Venice Boulevard

ONE Incorporated shared
offices with the Mattachine
Society when they were
founded in 1953. However, that
building has been demolished.

ONE, Incorporated, which grew out
of the Mattachine Society, was
founded in 1952 as an educational
and advocacy organization for gay
rights.

Personal Rights in Defense and
Education (PRIDE)

Need Address

Established in 1966, PRIDE set a new
tone for gay political groups. Like
the Gay Liberation Front, PRIDE led
aggressive demonstrations against
the oppression of gay gatherings or
same-sex meetings by the LAPD.

The Patch Bar

610 West Pacific Coast
Highway

The site of civil resistance to police
harassment, which launched the
Flower Power Protest in 1968.

Don Slater Residence

1354 W. Calumet Avenue

Research indicates that Slater
lived with his partner, Tony
Reyes. Reyes is listed at 1354 W.
Calumet Avenue from 1961
and 1987.

Slater (1923-1997) was the founding
editor of ONE Magazine and later
Tangents. In addifion, he was the
first vice president of the ONE
Institute.

Southern Californiac Women for
Understanding (SCWU)

Need Address

SCWU was an educational non-
profit organization, formed in 1976
and dedicated to enhancing the
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quality of life for lesbians and
changing stereotypical images of
lesbians.

Westside Women's Center Need Address Founded in 1970, the Westside
Women's Center published a
feminist newspaper, provided
therapy, and frained women in the
building frades.

Eligibility Standards

Theme: The Gay Liberation Movement

Property Type: Residential, Commercial, and Institutional

Property Type Description: Associated property types include residential, commercial,
and institutional buildings used by groups that played an important role in the gay
liberation movement. The earliest groups were often founded in and operated out of
the homes of one or more of the members. As groups matured, they may have
purchased or rented space in commercial or institutional buildings. Only in a few cases,
were groups so successful that they could raise funds for purpose built facilities.

Property Type Significance: Significant properties are directly associated with influential
organizations in the gay liberation movement.

Geographic Locations:

e Throughout Los Angeles
Area(s) of Significance: Social History
Criteria: A/1/1
Period of Significance: 1948-1980
Eligibility Standards:

e |Is directly associated with an event, organization, or institution that played an
important role in the development of LGBT consciousness, community, or culfure
during the period of significance

Character-Defining/Associative Features:

e For National Register, properties associated with events that date from the last 50
years must possess exceptional importance

e Interior spaces that functioned as important gathering/meeting places must
remain readable from the period of significance

e Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period the
institution occupied the property
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Integrity Considerations:
e Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, and Association from the
period of significance

Property Type: Residential

Property Type Description: Associated property types may include single-family and
multi-family residential buildings that were the homes of prominent leaders in the gay
liberation movement.

Property Type Significance: Significant properties are directly associated with persons
who played an important role in the gay liberation movement. In many cases,
significant individuals were involved with numerous groups, some of which only
functioned briefly. Thus, the residence of an individual is often the property that best
represents their productive life.

Geographic Locations:
e Throughout Los Angeles
Area(s) of Significance: Social History
Criteria: B/2/2
Period of Significance: 1948-1980
Eligibility Standards:
e Individual must be proven to have played a significant and influential role in the
gay liberation movement
e Is associated with a person who made important individual contributions to the

gay liberation movement
e |Is directly associated with the productive life of the person

Character-Defining/Associative Features:

e For National Register, properties associated with individuals whose significant
accomplishments date from the last 50 years must possess exceptional
importance

e For multi-family properties, the apartment or room occupied by the person must
be readable from the period of significance

e Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period the
institution occupied the property

Integrity Considerations:

e Integrity is based on the period during which the significant individual occupied
the property
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e Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, and Association from the
period of significance
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Cafeteria, a twenty-four hour hangout popular with the gay community,
also rebelled following police harassment.92

In June 1969, patrons of the then mafia-run Stonewall Inn in New York
City’s Greenwich Village, fought back against police harassment. Instead
of acquiescing to police demands, the queens, hustlers, gay men, and
lesbian patrons—many of whom, including queens Marsha P. “Pay it No
Mind” Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, were working class and people of color—
fought back, forcing the police to retreat.?3 This event is generally
recognized as the birth of the Gay Liberation Movement, and continues to
be remembered by LGBTQ Pride celebrations and protests across the
country (and internationally) that take place in June (Figure 6). These pride
celebrations, which began as street protests for LGBTQ rights
simultaneously in New York City, Los Angeles, and Chicago were an abrupt
break from the Annual Reminders that had taken place in Philadelphia
from 1965 through 1969.94

The Gay Liberation Front formed in New York City almost immediately
following the Stonewall Riots, and groups with similar names quickly

92 Compton’s Cafeteria was located at 101 Taylor Street, San Francisco, California. Many of the youth
at Compton’s were members of Vanguard, the first LGBTQ youth organization in the United States.
From 1965 to 1967, they operated out of Glide Memorial Church, 330 Ellis Street, San Francisco,
California. Both buildings are contributing elements to the Uptown Tenderloin Historic District, listed
on the NRHP on February 5, 2009. Stryker, Transgender History; Christina Hanhardt, Safe Space: Gay
Neighborhood History and the Politics of Violence (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2013);
Screaming Queens: The Riot at Compton’s Cafeteria, directed by Victor Silverman and Susan Stryker
(San Francisco: Frameline, 2005).

93 According to Stormé DelLarverie, the only female member of The Jewel Box Review, and who was at
Stonewall the night of the revolt, “It was a rebellion, it was an uprising, it was a civil rights
disobedience—it wasn’t no damn riot.” Kristi K., “Something Like a Super Lesbian: Stormé DeLarverie
(In Memoriam),” The K Word, May 28, 2014, accessed October 27, 2015,
http://thekword.com/2014/05/28/something-like-a-super-lesbian-storme-delarverie-in-memoriam.
The body of Marsha P. Johnson was recovered from the waters off of Pier 45 (also known as the
Christopher Street Pier) in New York City in 1992. Since the 1970s, the Pier has been a meeting place
and refuge for gay men, drag queens, and other members of the African American ballroom
community and culture. Susan Stryker, Transgender History (Berkeley, CA: Seal Press, 2008), 82-86;
Tim Retzloff, “Eliding Trans Latino/a Queer Experience in US LGBT History: José Sarria and Sylvia
Rivera Reexamined,” CENTRO: Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies 19, no. 1 (2007): 140-
161.

94 Duberman, Stonewall; David Carter, Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay Revolution (New
York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004). Stonewall (51-53 Christopher Street, Christopher Park and
surrounding streets, New York City, New York) was listed on the NRHP on June 28, 1999 and
designated an NHL on February 16, 2000.
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formed across the country, including Los Angeles, Washington, DC, lowa
City, Buffalo, New York, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.®5 They advocated for
direct action and the sexual liberation of all people. In December 1969,
just months after the founding of the GLF, some New York City members
split off to form the Gay Activists’ Alliance (GAA) (Figure 7). The split was in
reaction to the perceived chaos and obstructionism of the GLF, and its
commitment to multi-issue, multi-movement, coalition politics—the GAA
instead wanted to focus on gay rights.?6 While some members of the GLF
worked to distance themselves from drag queens and other gender-
variant people, the GAA actively began to exclude transgender people,
including making fun of them and not allowing them to speak at public
rallies, including the 1973 Christopher Street Liberation Rally, during
which Sylvia Rivera took over the stage.9”

95 The Gay Liberation Front did not have “chapters;” each of the groups were independent from one
another. In 1970 and 1971, the New York City group met at the Church of the Holy Apostles, 296
Ninth Avenue, New York City, New York. The building was added to the NRHP on April 26, 1972. In
1969 in Los Angeles, Morris Kight, Harry Hay, and others founded the GLF chapter at Morris Kight's
House in the Westlake neighborhood of Los Angeles. They opened the first gay coffee house, held
several “gay-ins” at Griffith Park (4730 Crystal Springs Drive, Los Angeles, California), and were
involved in establishing LA'’s first gay pride parade, as well as the city’s first gay community center at
1612-1614 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California (now demolished), which has become the Los
Angeles LGBT Center, 1625 North Schrader Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. In Washington, DC,
members of the GLF rented a house on S Street NW from 1971 to 1974, from where they offered
meeting space, published a newsletter, and hosted support groups. They held newcomer and youth
group meetings at the Quaker House, 2121 Decatur Place NW, Washington, DC—a location that also
hosted lesbian organizations like Rising Women’s Coffee House and in the 1980s, a coffeehouse
where people living with HIV/AIDS could meet. The GLF of Rochester, New York operated out of 201
Todd Union at the University of Rochester, River Station, Rochester, New York from 1971 to 1973 and
published the Empty Closet newsletter. They became the Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley in June
1973. In April 1974, the University of lowa’s GLF and Gay People’s Liberation Alliance from lowa State
University (which formed initially as the GLF in 1971) co-organized the first Midwest Gay Pride
Conference, held at the lowa Memorial Union, 125 North Madison Street, lowa City, lowa. The GLF also
organized at SUNY Buffalo and at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1970.

9 Arthur Bell, Dancing the Gay Lib Blues: A Year in the Homosexual Liberation Movement (New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1971); Faderman, Revolution, 258-259. The GAA had their New York City
headquarters at the Firehouse, 99 Wooster Street, New York City, New York from 1971-1974, when
arsonists set fire to the building. This served as a mailing address for the New York City chapter of the
Radicalesbians in the early 1970s. The GAA Firehouse is located in the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic
District, listed on the NRHP and as a NHL on June 29, 1978.

97 Jessi Gan, “Still at the Back of the Bus': Sylvia Rivera’s Struggle,” CENTRO Journal 19, no. 1 (2007):
124-139. The Gay Activist Alliance operated out of the Gay Activist Alliance Firehouse, 99 Wooster
Street, New York City, New York. It is located within the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, added to the
NRHP and designated an NHL on June 29, 1978. See “Sylvia Rivera, ‘Y’all Better Quiet Down’ (1973),”
YouTube video, posted by Luz Violeta, published October 22, 2014,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QiigzZCEtQ.

18-31


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QiigzZCEtQ

























BY MORRIS KIGHT

{ marched down Hollywood Blvd. on Sunday, June
28, 1970, in a splash of color, sound, joy and Gay Pride.
Every group in the Southern California area was repre-
sented, all found a place for their own philosophy, their
own commitment. Fears and doubts faded away, and no
one could get enough of it. At the end of this historic
event, the vast crowds on the Boulevard followed afier
the parade during dispersal cagar to get a bit more of the
magic of that exciting event. This was the First Christo-
pher Street West Parade.

As gasy as all that sounds it was not quite that easy!
The genesis of this event, the Stonewall Uprising, the
Gay Liberation Movemant, the exciting growth of the
Metropolitan Community Churches, and The Movement
forerunners has been gone into guitz well in James
Kepner's article in this Programme. The genesis of this
event is something else,

As Brother Jim has said, so correctly, it was a bit of
time before we all realized the miracle of Christopher
Street: and then began the legend about that night, and

the following days of rage. Those who “‘were there,”@

“who saw it all,”" “who knew what it meant” are now

_legion; but in fact the enormity of that struggle was a
“1tt month in penetrating our consciousness. 1 had several
Lalls from Christopher Street from pay telephones during
the time; and frankly, 1 felt it was important, wished |
were there, but dsep in my heart | could not sort it out.
That sorting process came later.

In the press | have called it a “non-violent riot” and
this has brought some constgrnation from friends who
know that | have never thrawn a briek, and have always
advocated social changes through nonviolent means. |
have called it non-violent because not a shot was fired,
property damage was next to nathing, no one was killed,
nor was there any wounding except for a few minor
abrasions,

Whether that is, or is not, a correct analysis is not
important; that within one year several Gay activists
around the New York area felt it was an event worthy of
commemoration is important. Thus late in May, The
Rev. Troy Perry and | got letters from friends in New
York, asking what we were going to do out on the Coast.
We exchanged telaphone calls, and | said "Troy let me
think about it, and suggest a plan.” To have 3 moment
to think in my house was next to impossible in those
days — remember the Gay Liberation Front was still
meeting in a non-pay owned dance hall, and afl calls were]
handled out of there, all two hundred a day! . . . and
the flood of welcome visitors was widening. |

Thus, | took the telephane off the hook for a few

“Nours, did not answer the door and started the proc_ess)
Jt thinking out what 1o nominate. A massive teach-in

KT S

R N IR W T S e 0 S e T R TS W

{we'd done that already), a series of decentralized events
{we were doing that), a series of small demonstrations at
the symbols of oppression, repression, and exploitation
{that hed been done), what? So somewhere out of the
consciousness of the March to the Pentagon, San Fran-
cisco Anti-War March, April 15, 1287, Century Plaza,
June 23, 1867, Selma 1, and any other such popped the
idea. Why not have a parade right here in Los Angzles
on & maior streat? So | called Brother Bob Humphrics to
go with me and off to Troy's office, in an older-houre-in-
the-rear in East Hollywood, Beloved Brother Bob Ennis
was there in those days and the four of us sat down, |
recall saying “Now you may not iike what | propose,
but please listen,'” Thus, for forty-five minutes | rapped
down the joys, the hazards, the enormity of the mobili-
zation, and the positive results to be achieved, Oy the
time | was done, Troy was up from hehind the dask,
throwing his beautiful arms into the air, and saying:
“Morris, let's do it.”

Los Angeles asks forty days to apply for a parade
permit, and here we were forty-four days ahead of the
agreed-upon time! So we went right down to the Police
Station, got the forms, filled them in, and a!l this almost
unifaterafly, and called the first meeting.

So we o gathgred at the Virgil Street Parsonage and
talked it out. Every organizotion around was represen-
ted, and those representing the many tendencies in dur
community. To this day | wonder why not one said: "It
can't be done.” So we did it, and together, and tovingly,
and respecting one another's individualities.

In great haste we raised sufficient money to get it
going, someone loaned $S500 (ve-paid one year  later),

e e e e
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iraflets were printed, groups mobilized, and the show
was on the road. We had suspzeted that the Police might
20t fike to issue such a revolutionary permit, and they
did not like it at all. A devastating hiearing in which we
were likened to “robbers and burglars,” and a few
restrictions put upon us ~ that we should have to get a
security bond of 51,000,000 to cover personal damages
in “the riots,” $500,000 to cover “praperty darmage in
the wake,” and $500 cash to "pay the police,” These
same police who are paid by us all collectively, including
the Gay Community!

So. | called the American Civil Liberties Union and
used emergency procedures t lzunch a lfawsuit. Within
two hours Attorney Herbert Selwyn had agreed to take
our case, and we were in motion. Judge Richard Schauer
granted a temporary injunction and asked the Polica to
"show cause.” This matier was finally settied at noon on
Friday before the march on Sunday! Literally a photo-
finish. That no ore doubted that w2 would win, nor that
our cause was not just, nor that we would march on the
sidewalks if necessary, is 10 the everlasting commitment
of our community,

!

So marched we did, with butterflies in our stomachs,
with legitimate doubts and fears, but with enormous
__courage and devotion. Ms. Melen Nighzus of Anubis at
" he head, “Bo” Siewert in the second wave, then the
massive membershing of GLE/LA, MCC, SPREE, and
thirty other groups joining in. Qur joy seeing more and
more of us arrive, more-and more creative showings of
pride, but always wondsring? . . . “What awaits us on
the Boulevard?" Waii, what awaited us was 30 to 50,000
delighted residents, spurred on by the radio and television P
campaigns brought on by the Police Depertment at-
titude. So there it wes! The thing we could not do for
ourselves the Police did for us. Who would make apublic
dssue of a Gay Parade? A lawsuit to demand one, ab!
that is nawsl
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So the public loved us, rushed into the middle of the
streat to greet us, leaving a path barely wide enough to
neqotiate, | shall never farget the vigor and diplomacy
of Brather Chff Lettieri pursuading that crowd to make
a pathway for us.

So down the Boulevard we marched, proud, suc-
cessful, the winnerst What our brothers/sisters had done
at Stanewall in rage, we honored with determination.

The rest is history. | was so moved by the beauty of
it ali that 1 could not sleep, but just walked the floor the
rest of the night to enjoy the last bit of that magnificent
day.

We have comes a long way since tHose far-off davs.
We have long since established that Gay is Good, indeed
Gey is Great! The rage and anger is largely gone, our
determination to serve one angther, and to carve out our
own lives is an extablished fact, and now esizhiished
institutions are dealing with us, oftzn taking the initiative
to do so, and a whole new generation of Gays will only
be eble to guess at what it was once like.

Stonewall, Reduiescat in Pace! You did your work,
fine Brothers and Sisters, you did it weil. Wherever each
of you is, stand high, as you did that night, ang know
that we are forever in your debt.

Footnote to history: the name of the gama. We
spent two days listing names, discerding them, and
narrowing the list down. Bob Humphries come flying
cut of the rear of my house end said ! have it *
Christopher Street-West.” . . . and he didl That he is \,\Y‘f S)‘
important to Cluistopher Street-West ot San Francisco,
along with Rev, Ray Broshaars, Ferry, and a vast aroup
of volunteer workers is proof of the efficacy of thet
namsz, ‘
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Morris Kight (1919- ).
Community Activist

Felice Picano

Any volume of important gay rights fig-
ures in our time would be incomplete if it
did not include Morris Kight. A simple list-
ing of the organizations, groups, and events
he has begun, spearheaded, or revived makes
it immediately apparent how dynamic and
how effective Kight has been in seeing that
gay men and lesbians achieved political
and social rights and recognition. Kight
founded the Gay Liberation Front; he was
cofounder of the Gay Community Services
Center of Los Angeles; founder of the Chris-
topher Street West; founder of the Stone-
wall Democratic Club of Los Angeles; co-
founder of the Lesbian and Gay Caucus of
the California Democratic Party; cofounder
of Asian and Pacific Lesbian/Gays; Com-
missioner of the National AIDS vigil in Washington, DC, in 1983; leader of
the 1987 March on Washington; organizer of the 1988 March on Sacra-
mento; cofounder of the Van Ness Recovery House for Alcoholism and Ad-
diction in Los Angeles; and founder of the nationally celebrated twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion March in New York City in
June of 1994. Before and since, he has been involved with many nongay or-
ganizations.

These activities and successes, however, must be weighed against other
factors: Morris Kight remains one of the more controversial, scrutinized,
and at times criticized of our gay leaders. He calls himself a feminist, a paci-
fist, a generalist, a universalist, and, above all, a humanist. Unquestionably,
personal, philosophical, and political opposition to Kight coming from
many sides within the gay-lesbian-transgender community has arisen and
become a constant in his life.

Photo by Tom Bianchi
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( Partly this has come about as a result of the inherent combativeness

within any revolutionary movement. Partly it has been exacerbated by the
extreme individualism, even orneriness, of many in the community toward
any leader: More than one gay psychologist has noted that for most gays,
growing up in an overwhelmingly homophobic society often leads to a ten-
dency to internalize that hatred. By extension, it also leads to fierce self-
analysis and a willingness, even an eagerness, to apply the same harsh cri-
tique to other gay men and women, especially those who ask for trust and
power. As the old saying goes: He who rises high makes the best target.

On the other hand, Kight himself has—either unconsciously through his
personal exuberance or by design—Ieft himself open to attack. The most
frequent points made against him have been the scattering of his force into
areas outside the gay community and his support of sometimes unpopular
ideas and causes. Yet the most egregious of his shortcomings noted have
been Kight's instinct for grabbing attention and personal publicity whenever
possible and, to some critics, his seemingly infinite capacity to receive—and
even negotiate receiving—honors, even when they are most deserved. Kight
himself perceives those accolades far less personally than do his critics. He
sees himself an exemplar: whenever he receives another kudo, he feels he is
standing in for many other gays who do not wish to be or who through cir-

“cumstances cannot be as highly recognized.

‘/ To many in the community, Kight is an imperfect person in need of cor-

/
I

}

4

ralling: an unrelenting activist, at times running over or eliminating those in

his path. To others, he is a bright and charming person, one of the most as-

tonishingly effective leaders we’ve had. As his field of endeavor for half a
| century, Los Angeles in particular owes a debt to him.,

[ Morris Kight was born November 19, 1919, at 11 p.m. into a poor

farming family in Comanche County in central Texas. Because his parents
didn’t have the entire fee for Virginia Morris, the midwife brought from
town to help birth him, they named him after her, using her last name as his
first. Kight’s father died in an accident when he was seven years old, and the
boy was forced to grow up quickly as an around-the-house, then an around-

. the-farm worker.

He felt from a young age that he was “different” and said that he was
“never invited into the games” of other children. He found solace in nature
and in books. He also began collecting art in the form of fine art prints, and
his many years of collecting eventually resulted in a substantial collection.
His childhood reading was so extensive that later on, at Texas Christian Uni-
versity, he was passed through freshman literature class and promoted
ahead.

But Morris wasn’t “arty” and impractical. As a boy he planted seeds, and
experimented in botany and also with local water control. He also taught
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himself, through trial and error, how to keep the engine of the family’s
Model A Ford running. Kight’s older siblings departed the farm while he
was still a preteen. Left with the support of himself and mother during the
difficult mid-1930s, and years of poor weather and extensive drought in the
region, he opened and operated a roadside diner when he was sixteen years
old. This enterprise led to Kight’s first encounter with hatred of difference
and with institutionalized prejudice. He was witnessed serving food to a
traveling African-American family who could not get fed anywhere else
and was arrested for “mixing the races.” Young Kight was tried in court and
avoided serving time only when friends of his deceased father intervened.
Asked if he had “learned his lesson,” Kight said he had. The rebellious boy
would thereafter throw himself into various forums of intense civil rights
activism.

Another crucial life lesson Kight says he learned was from the girl in his
tiny high school graduating class who was forced to leave school in her final
year to have a baby. Her anger at the teacher who made the pregnant teen
leave and at her poor treatment by the authorities led the boy to begin to
think for himself about issues such as the lack of women’s privileges—espe-
cially their lack of abortion rights.

Kight worked his way through college, first as a gardener and later in the
dean’s office. He also took the rigorous test for the Roosevelt administration’s
U.S. Career Services Training Academy through which those needed to op-
erate the various New Deal agencies were enlisted. He won a spot over
many thousands and graduated from the Academy in 1941, in the process
forming an acquaintance with the First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. During
World War I1 Kight served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military
in the Pacific Theater, where his task was to plan governments and policies
for the islands reoccupied or recently conquered.

After the war he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and .
with his mother, opening and running hotels and restaurants. He briefly
worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but the institutionalized inequality
and substandard treatment of Native Americans he witnessed led him to
quit. He soon joined local tribal leaders in organizing social services and -
public health services for New Mexico’s indigenous people.

Despite the fact that by the time he was in college Kight was sexually ac-
tive with other males, he resisted accepting the identity of a homosexual, an
understandable action shared by millions of closeted American gays at the
time. A few years later, in Albuquerque, Kight married a woman with whom
he had two daughters. He remained married only five years but stayed in
contact with his family thereafter.

By the time Kight moved to California in 1957, he was already a sea-
soned and dedicated activist, and was considered a radical. First the civil
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rights movement, then the movement against the war in Vietnam were his
chief arenas. As part of the laiter, in 1967 he formed and headed the Dow
Action Committee, dedicated to stopping that chemical company from
manufacturing the napalm that was being sprayed from U.S. warplanes,
with lethal effects upon both the population and the environment of South
Vietnam. He also worked for g£ay causes—not as an openly gay man but as
part of his struggle for civil rights for all.

Out of the Stonewall riots in New York City and the subsequent days of
political action that swirled about their confrontation with the authorities,
was born the Gay Activists Alliance and eventually the entire gay rights
movement. Precursors to the GAA and Stonewall had existed for decades:
the small but daring openly homosexual Mattachine Society, formed in Los
Angeles during the 1950s, picketed the U.S. Post Office and other govern-
ment offices for discriminating against homosexuals, and it sponsored the
first homosexual publication, a newsletter called ONE. The Daughters of
Bilitis was a comparable organization for lesbians. Although few gays were
actually organized within cities such as New York, San Francisco, Chicago,
and Los Angeles, openly gay lives were being led by thousands of men and
women, and their choice of neighborhoods, so-called “gay ghettos,” were
already solidly established.

It was only a few months after Stonewall, during a massive demonstra-
tion by mostly young, educated, and middle-class people against the Viet-
nam War in San Francisco’s Polo Grounds that Kight realized that homosex-
ual rights could also be made to attract large numbers of “clean, well-bred,
ordinary men and women” who, in his words, “saw their dentist twice a
year,” and who, he recognized, constituted the mass and character of gay
life. Kight recognized that—Iike the groups of students and professionals
who marched against the war and who influenced public opinion suffi-
ciently to end the conflict in Southeast Asia-—their lesbian and gay counter-
parts should also be able to sway public favor to their cause. Kight, the clos-
eted activist for gay causes, came out in the open.

Shortly afterward, Kight moved from Albuquerque to Los Angeles in
part because it had the large middle-class gay population. However, because
italso possessed an official environment hostile to homosexuals—predomi-
nantly due to an outspoken homophobic police chief-—Kight judged the
southern California city prepared for some incisive political action. Kight
moved to the Westlake area of the city, which was close to downtown and
popular with many gays who lived there. Once there he soon formed the
Gay and Lesbian Resistance. Unlike the Gay Activists Alliance in New
York City, the GLR dealt not only with the issue of gay and lesbian rights
but also with social issues such as health care and poverty in general, which
were problems of interest to a wide variety of politically active groups. By
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1969, the GLR and its activities were subsumed under the banner of the Gay
Liberation Front, or GLFE.

At the time of his move to Los Angeles, Kight was fifty years old and al-
ready a longtime experienced activist on many social and political fronts. At
that same age, many other men are thinking of how to solidify their career
position, even considering retirement; for Kight it was the start of an en-
tirely new life.

Kight’s first target for the Gay Liberation Front was a West Hollywood
restaurant named Barney’s Beanery. That neighborhood had become in-
creasingly populated by lesbians and gays; police activity against establish-
ments serving homosexuals had correspondingly increased. The owner of
Barney’s Beanery put a sign on the door reading “Faggots Stay Out.” In Jan-
uary of 1970, the GLF began holding actions—"shop-ins,” “change-ins,”
and “sit-ins”—inside the restaurant, and they continued until the manage-
ment agreed to take down the sign.

The success of that action led to 175 more protests and demonstrations
by the GLF in the next two years. Kight became such a thorn in the side of
Los Angeles Police Chief Ed Davis that official retaliation ensued, includ-
ing three police raid/searches of Kight's home. Many gays were convinced
that the worst was yet to come. Kight held to his constitutional guns; hearing
that, in New York City, gay activists had made plans for a parade to cele-
brate the previous year’s Stonewall bar riot, Kight quickly formed plans for
acorresponding West Coast version. Chief Davis was unsuccessful in his at-
tempts to stop the parade and, although Kight received multiple death
threats, the parade went on nonetheless. Like its East Coast version, it was
small and dowdy, but it was also brave and it raised many people’s spirits
and raised gay awareness: achieving—many people feel—exactly what the
huge festivals of drugs, dancing, shirtless torsos, and commercialism that
today call themselves gay parades cannot achieve.

In 1971, Kight joined Don Kilhefer and several other men to form the
Gay Community Services Center in an old clapboard Victorian house. The
first such focal point, it provided social, medical, and legal aid to gays, as
well as giving them a place to gather, feel at home, and air their grievances.
The structure has since been razed, but its descendant, Los Angeles’s cur-
rent Gay and Lesbian Center, consists of two enormous, well-funded, well-
equipped, well-staffed, up-to-date Hollywood locations, with one campus
given entirely over to the arts. Other American cities such as New York,
Chicago, most recently San Francisco, and many foreign cities, from Vi-
enna to Tel Aviv, have used the Kight-Kilhefer pilot as a model for their own
lesbigay community centers.

As much work as all that was, soon enough Kight and colleagues had
their hands full with other more pressing, specifically political matters. In
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the late 1970s, singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant’s war against lesbians and
gays in Florida under the cynical disguise of “saving the children” quickly
led to various imitations around the country, the most significant being John
Briggs, who managed to get gay discrimination clauses onto the state of
California’s ballot. Seeing how serious the threat was, Kight and other gays
sprang into action, calling for aid from homosexuals, heterosexuals, friends,
celebrities, business groups, and individuals across the country.

The national effort that Kight and others helped develop to defeat the
Briggs Amendment displayed for the first time to opponents and adherents
alike the true financial and organizational power and reach of lesbians and
gays—in effect, proving that Kight’s original thesis, when he’d relocated to
Los Angeles, had been correct. It also showed that consequential civil rights
associations, such as the distinguished American Civil Liberties Union,
would join the fight for gay rights.

In an interview he gave to The Advocate a few years later, Kight provided
a few reasons why a man such as himself, who had worked for the NAACP,
Southern Christian Leadership Council, and other national forums, would
concentrate all his efforts toward the issue of gay rights.

No matter where I am in the world, when I meet another gay person I
feel recognition. We’re a new race of people, writing our own script.
... We have a chance to be the first people in history to define itself.
We can break the heterosexist mode and create something entirely dif-
ferent. (Sarf, 1974)

Possibly because that potential is so general, Kight has branched out
from the specifically political, leaving several civic issues to younger
people. Meanwhile, his interest in art, his collecting of various souvenirs
from the many demonstrations and protests he was involved in, and his per-
sonal relationship with friends who died and whose own collections of
GLBT memorabilia were destroyed or disposed of, led him to open the
McCadden Place collection, containing work ranging from Southwest folk
art to documentary film and photos specific to the beginnings of gay activ-
ism. Every year, Kight hosts an exhibit of parts of this collection at Christo-
pher Street West’s Gay Pride Festival in West Hollywood.

He has also become reinvolved in the needs of others besides gays,
chiefly the homeless; Kight was president of the board of directors and
consultant on housing beginning in 1978. He aided in forming the County of
Los Angeles Commission on Human Relations in 1980 and has served on its
board as commissioner, secretary, and vice president. Officials of City Hall
who snubbed him for years, hoping he would just go away, have instead
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gone themselves, replaced by people his activism has influenced, who now
honor him and appoint him to municipal positions.

In recent years, as he has aged, Kight has become increasingly aware of
the predicament faced by many of the elderly. That new interest has retied
him to the gay community, where he sees ageism and the disregard of senior
lesbians and gays as an acute current and future ongoing anxiety. He re-
cently involved himself with a photographer putting together a book of por-
traits of seniors from our community. Will Morris Kight's work ever be
done?

Over the past decades as an activist and politician, Morris Kight may
very well have been humanly imperfect, but he has also been perfectly hu-
manitarian, a model for future activists. And that’s just how he’d like to be
remembered.
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myself that had felt isolated was affirmed now. It made sense then to add

‘lesbian’ to feminist, to become a lesbian-feminist.’?3

INSTITUTIONALIZING

We were demanding a place at the table. Once we had it, there was

no reason to stand outside demanding it.

— John Platania, a Gay Center founder?

Members of the Gay Liberation Front, imbued with the romance of the

Left, had been cynical about the possibility of effecting social change with-

out a revolution. But to their astonishment, it was happening. By the early
1970s, it began to seem that “the system” was actually opening up a bit—
that the law was not always hostile, that those in power might listen, that
demands might be granted. Leftist GLE was faced with a dilemma: It could
either deny the success of its labors or take credit for victory. GLF chose the
latter. In announcing that the Gay Liberation Front was disbanding in Sep-
tember 1971, Morris Kight proclaimed, “Many of the goals that the Gay Lib-
eration Front of Los Angeles started out to achieve have been achieved.®
Though some GLFers were astonished at Kight's autocratic pronounce-
ment, it did indeed appear to be time to move on to a new phase.

In this new phase, the leaders were no longer focused on the outside
world—hoping to shock heterosexuals out of their complacency by
guerilla tactics; rather, they directed their attention inward, to the lesbian
and gay community—trying to figure out what it needed to do to improve
its collective and individual quality of life. To that end, members of the Gay
Liberation Front, led by Morris Kight, John Platania, and Don Kilhefner,
used GLF’s “Survival Committee” to set up social services very much like
those that Chuck Rowland had dreamed of in the 1950s. They established
the Van Ness Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility that would serve gay

alcoholics. They set up Liberation House, which provided “crisis housing”

to indigent gays, mostly young runaways and throwaways.% Then, John
Platania, who had worked for the L.A. Community Development Agency,
drew up a detailed development plan for a nonprofit corporation. His plan
was the start of the Los Angeles Gay Community Services Center?”
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The Gay Community Services Center began with Leftist rhetoric that
was like that of GLE. The Center’s purpose was “to meet the real needs of
an oppressed minority” The word “Community” in the Center’s name,
according to early organizers, signified “having that kind of relationship
to others in a group of people in which a person receives according to
his/her needs and gives according to his/her ability” All volunteers were
to understand these principles. For instance, the medical clinic was to
be staffed completely by gay doctors, nurses, and technicians “who wel-
come the opportunity to serve their brothers and sisters”o

But such lofty ideals were sometimes compromised by the realities of
“institutionalization” The L.A. Gay Community Services Center became
the first gay entity to be granted nonprofit status by the Internal Rev-
enue Service, thanks to Alan Gross, a heterosexual Los Angeles attorney
who served pro bono as the Center's legal counsel. Gross made numer-
ous visits to the IRS in Washington and was able to convince the feds by
1972 that the Center qualified as a “nonprofit”® When that status came
up for reviéw, the founders, formerly the most fiery radicals of the GLF,
realized they must play the systern’s game: In defending the nonprofit
status, Don Kilhefner, the Center's first executive director, informed the
IRS: "The Center does not advocate any sexual orientation or lifestyle. It
is common in our Gay Awareness groups to have several participants in-
crease their ability to enjoy heterosexual relationships.”1% The ploy, pur-
posely misleading, worked. The leadership was so successful at such
maneuvering that in 1975 the Los Angeles Gay Community Services
Center became the first institution with the word ‘gay” in its name to re-
ceive federal funding; the Center was also granted licensure by the state
of California—all in an era of official antigay policy.101

Despite the founders’ necessary practicality, however, the Gay Com-
munity Services Center's early clientele recall that in its first years it re-
mained “hippie radical.”192 The Center’s first building, a dilapidated
Victorian on Wilshire Boulevard and Union Street where rap groups,
planning meetings, and a variety of services were conducted, was cer-
tainly hippie shabby, with its creaky, steep stairs and rooms furnished
only with old sofas and pillows.103 Fund-raising, recalls Steve Lachs, was
Morris Kight calling him or other affluent gays to say, “We seem to be
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unable to see our way to meeting the phone bill this month, and asking
Lachs, or any of the other “suits” whether he could offer a check for the
needed amount.* It was rumored that in particularly desperate times,
young male board members would even hit the Boulevard to turn tricks
and thus be able to cover the Gay Community Services Center’s rent.1®
Gay people were willing to give their money (and perhaps even their
bodies) to assure the Center’s survival because they perceived it as, what
one observer called, a wonderful, exciting “beehive’ of “boisterousness
and serendipity,1® with an incredible panoply of effective social pro-
grams fora community that had always been malignly neglected. No ob-
stacle seemed to slow it down. During the Gay Community Services
Center’s first year, its staff reported that 1,700 to 2,500 gays and lesbians
passed through its doors each week, numbers that grew even higher as
word spread of this {nstitution that had no equal anywhere.'”
Shabby as it may have appeared, the mere existence of the Center was
considered a major victory for the community. John Morgan Wilson re-
members “a complete sense of celebration in that house. 108 The frenzy of
activity that had characterized GLF now characterized the Gay Commu-
nity Services Center. Someone was always on duty to welcome visitors. A
crisis hotline received calls twenty-four hours a day. The venereal disease
clinic for gay men is {lustrative of the Center’s luck and pluck in creating
something remarkable with practically no money in these years. Benjamin
Teller, a physician and the founder of the VD clinic, had read about the L.A.
Gay Community Services Center in a 1971 underground paper in Atlanta,
Georgia, during his stint as a public health physician. When he came to Los
Angeles, he not only volunteered to run the Centers free clinic without pay
but also managed to persuade pharmaceutical companies to donate drugs;
and, as the founders dreamed, he recruited doctors, NuIses, lab techs, and
administrators who were willing to work pro bono to “give back” to thelr
community. (Some did it despite their worries for their careers: One of the
doetors would sign only his first name on charts—though eventually he
mustered the courage to become an 0pen activist.)!®
In creating a venereal disease clinic in which gay men felt comfort-
able, the Center addressed the long-standing crisis of the spread of vene-
real disease among gay men, which County of Los Angeles officials had
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Biographical Notes in
STONEWALL DEMOCRATIC CLUB Program
9 Noveamber 1978

ot
hmuthanhm»m
of nuciemr power for wesponry, in 1963 he began
crganized opposition to the war in Indo-Chine, He becams a
member of the National Mobilkzation Committes to End the
wwnvmn.mmmmm«wmw

tion to the war. He was a member of the Board of Dirsctors
of the War Rasistors Lesgue (1972-1975).

Hat Sorings, Arkanaas. From 1947 1o 1958 he was & volun
teer worker in the veneresl disesse eradication program
New Mexico. From 1958 onward he counseied many car-
riers in Los Angeies, ieacing them to the city and county
MMMWWM!MMW‘M
Ha was instrumereal in the establishment of the
Verneresl Diseuse Clinic of the Gay Community Services
Canter in Los Angeies. He worked on the rehabiltation of its
Space, assisted in s icensure. heiped identily a staff and a
Madical Cirsctor, He genwrated public funding for the
CHnic — the first Suchy pubiic funding in history. From 1973 t0
1978 he was 3 mamber of the Bowrd of Oirectors of the Na-
!wﬁmcmcmmmmm
disannes.
TUBRRCULOSIS: From 1950 until the discovery of major
cures he did haaih education about tubwrculosis and its
sradication. Me coordinated the wark of 9,000 volunteers in
a tubsrculosis identification. cure and treatment program.
PART OF THE SOLUTION: From 1937 to 1942 he at-
:mummmwmammm
the NAACP. He has insisted on an imtegrated board of girec-

tors ‘'of any activity he joined. This activity sventually 100k
Fund in Louisville, Kentucky, and associstion with the
PUBLIC POLICY: From 1942 onward e has taken part in
special stucly haaith services administration. in 1942 he gra-
ousted from the (.S, Career Service Training School. He
Racs analyzed arxd written widely on public poiicy issuss. par-
ticularly in the sress of civil erties, civil rignts, social ser-
urban renewal and housing.

ﬂfummmmmmmu

I 1968 he foundexd the Gay Liberation Front of Los Angeies.

He assinted in defining ita philosoply, projected the fiest
demonstration and took an active part in many such street
demorstrations. in 1970 he assisted in the sstablistwnent of
Clristopher Stéest-Waest, which along with New York, was
the first public commemoration of the Storewall Uprising of
28 June 1980. He was & resource parson for the Gay Sur-
mmumsqw)m
He was one of the founders of the Gay Community Services
wm--mocmmmnmm
such agency in history. He was a member of its Soard of
Directors from 1971 until his chosen retiremant in 1877,
Ouring s time on the Board e served as Presioent, Vice
Presicent ang Secretary. During thoss years he was a ful-
time worker at the Cenmer working in various arsss. He was
Director of the Public Funding Task Farce of the Center
from the time of &3 crestion. As SUCh he assisted in the iden-
tification of three milion dofars for the Center. He was
Oiractor of the Private Funding Task Force, and as such he
assisted in developing sufficient funds to purchase the
Canter's groperty. in 1978 he asked o De retired from the

POLITICAL ACTION: He has bean active on many politicsl
froms. He heiped, along with Howard Fox and others. 1o

; found the Stonewall Democratic Club. He was the ciub's

first president and he remamns actively irvoived with 2. In
1978 m became a member of the Calfornia State
Osmocratic Central Comenittes. He is 2 member of the Sub.
Commnittes on Clvil ard Human Rights of the Platform Com-
mittes, and 2 Co-Chair of the Deiegate Selec-

tion/Atfirmative Action Committes of the California
‘Democratic .

Party,

ACCESBIMMLITY: Morris i in gaily cormwnunication with a3
trus cross-section of our popuiation. He is never too busy to
take timve out of his rantic schedule ta listen to anyone. ke
s recwivend sversi hunared phong call in 3 single day, He
Centainly has not forgotten the persons who rapresent the
grasamots. Me i3 amost always avaisble as 3 speaker,
counselor, medistor, understanding istensr, and advocate
of just causes. He is truly a pubiic person,
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p 1428 Narth McCadden Place, Los Angeles, California 30028/ Tel (212 4630528

RORRIS XIGN! celebrated his 70th Birthday, 19 November 1989 ...

One of the Pioneers of Lesbian/Gay Liberation ..

Community Organizer .. Feminist .. Pscifist ... Generalist ... Universalist .. Social
Services Organization Founder .. Lesbian/Gay Liberatiomist ..

Since 1980, Commissioner of Human Relations for the County of Los Angeles
(Vice President 1981-1988; President 1988-1989) ...

Founder 1965, Dow Action Committee .. Founder 1963, Gay Liberation Front/Los Angel-
¢S .. Founder 10 May 1970, Christopher Street West/Los Aungeles .. Principal Co-
Founder May 1971, Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center/Los Angeles .. Co—-aAu-
thor 1972, Gay and Leshian Rights Platform/Chicago .. Grand Marshall 1972, Gay and
Lesbian Freedom Parade/San Francisco ... Grand Marshall 23 June 1973, Christopher
Street Liberation Day/ New York .. Grand Marshall 1975 and 1977, Christopher Street
West/Los Angeles ... Grand Marshall 1978, Dade County Lesbian/Gay Freedom Parade ..
Principal Co-Founder 1973, Van Ness Recovery House (First in History for Lesbian/
Gay Alcoholism/Addiction Recovery) ... Principal Co-Founder 1975, Stonewall Democrat-
ic Club .. Co-Founder 1976, Gay and Lesbian Caucus/California Democratic Council ..
Co~Founder 1977, Gay and Lesbian Caucus/Califormia Democratic Party .. Statewide
Issues Chairperson 1985-1986, California Democratic Council .. Co-Founder 1980,
Asian Pacific Lesbians/Gays .. Principal Co-Founder 1984, McCadden Place Collec-
tion ..

Recipient 1983, Eason Monroe Courageaus Advocate Award/American Civil Liberties
Union .. Recipient 1989, Eleanor Roosevelt Humanitarian Award/Southern California
Americans for Democratic Action .. Honoree Since 1985, Morris Kight Humanitarian
Award/Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center .., Honoree Since 1988, Morris
Kight Humanitarian Award/The Experience .. -

-~ Authored by Prank Vel
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Officials Name Intersection
After Gay Rights Activist

A little piece of Hollywood was
named today in honor of Morris
Kight, the late gay-rights pioneer
and longtime Los Angeles County
Human Relations commissioner.

“For/Morris [Kight, the fight for
justice ran broad and deep,” City
Councilman Eric Garcetti said after
pulling a drape off a sign designat-
ingMorris Kight Square at Holly-
wood Boulevard und McCadden
Place, near the Hollywood & High-
land entertainment complex.

“Though he is known as a leader
among gays and lesbians, he wanted
a better world for every one of us.
IUs my hope that the naming of
Morris|Kight Square today wil] in-
spire the activists of tomorrow.™
Guarcetti said.

Kight is credited with organiz-
ing the first-cver closed-street gay
pride parade, held in West Holly-
wood in 1970.

After along period of declining
health from a number of ailments,
he died in his sleep in Los Angeles
Jan. 19 at age 83.

Those who spoke at his funeral
included Gov. Gray Davis, Sens.
Gil Cedillo. D-Los Angeles, and
Sheila Kuchl, D-Santa Monica. as
well as Assembly members Paul
Koretz, D-West Hollywood and
Jackie Goldberg. D-Los Angeies.

Kight was born in Comanche
County. Texas, in 1919, and gradu-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

ated from Texas Christian Univer-
sity.

During the Vietnam War, Kight
worked with the Dow Action Com-
mittee, protesting weapons manu-
facturing. He helped launch the Gay
Liberation Front in 1969, and two
years later co-founded the Los An-
geles Gay & Lesbian Community
Services Center,

Healsocreated The MorrisKight
Collection, which archives thou-
sands of artifacts chronicling the
emergence of gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender civil rights, as well
asformed the Stonewall Democratic
Club.

“Morris|Kight is owed so much
credit for lcading the way for gays
and lesbians to be proud of who
they are and what they stand for,”
said Councilman Tom LaBonge,
who also attended the ceremony.
“Although he rose from humble
beginnings in rural Texas, he will
always be remembered as a great
Angeleno and an exeeptional hu-
man being.”

Kight, who often cited Eleanor
Roosevelt as an influence on his
values and his activism, retired last
vear after 20 years on the Los An-
geles County Human Rights Com-
mission. He spent his last days at
Carl Bean House as a guest of the
AIDS Healtheare Foundation, one
of the agencices he supported.

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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CiTY OF Los ANGELES _EQu94
OEPARTHENT OF CALIFORN!A o - 'é:ﬁ':ﬁf‘_v;‘?z'gsx ;

BUILDING AND SAFETY
405, CITY MALL
LDS ANGELES. CA BOC!12-4889

ARTHUR J, JOHNSON, JR.

o’ EXECUTIVE OFFICER .
SURVEYED: 470 08/94 ' (rmommmmuwnu S S
. {BN!SPANOLDBBSTADRDH.PAWR
MAILED:  QErtiihe. m o { DE LLAMAR AL {213} 4857358 -+ -}
- - i - RICHARD J. RIORDAN {muusv.:wmg‘c.aop.u. %

7"‘/2"7 MAYOR . R
Lot BALLO, BRLINDA ¢ LT ; S
rgEel AFPOLLD DR L AINS ABIBA\OEIN00T".
1L.0S ANBELES CA 006 o P s e

h . * . . _j :

« _,u: o ,r”,s

ORDER TO COMPLY LOCAL EMERGENC\"? ;K

STREET ADDRESS. 1882 We 4TH 8T . - ‘., <sxngmevamm' PwgLiing

' The condmons hsted below for the street address shown are vxolauons of the Los Angeles Mumclpa! Code (LLAM.C)
. are therefore ordered to. secure all reqm.red permits within 30 days from the date this order was’ mailed.: "You
_ardered to. obtain all required inspecrion approvals and complete the work to eliminare these conditions; ‘by the (] Hance
ate, which is'45 days:from the. date this order was mailed. Section 91.8101 L.AM.C. Apphcanons forperthits "lu hr Ay
be’necessary to comply wnth thxs order may be obtained from ‘any of the Building and Safety ofﬁces lxsted on the @ ed
nformauon sheet . : i : :

Ilf you do not comply wuh this order within the time period noted abeve, you may be xssued an order declarmg the propertyf‘ , :
‘to conistiture a hazardous andyor substandard condition as defined in Section 91.8902 of the L. A.M G., and a nouce 50 statm
“,ni at that nme, be ﬁled wu'.h the County Recorder. . :

¥ mucnmmmns o 2. NONSTRUCTURAL HAZARDS 3. ommmmumxms
o smucmmwn.umon REQUIRED 01 PARAPETS/ORNAMENTATION C GROUND MOVEMENT, nssum:s
|G COLLAPSE/PARTIAL COLLAPSE Q1 CLADDING/GLAZING O SLOPEFAILURE ~~ :
+* 0’ *BUILDING OR STORY LEANING O CEILING/LIGHT FIXTURES N__ CLASS OF SUDE Q23
}( FOUNDATIONS " O INTERIOR WALL/PARTITIONS O RETAINING WALL PAILURE: - -
{3-. ROOF/FLOORS (VERTICAL LOADS) - O ELEVATORS O -DEBRIS/MUD FLOW -
}( ' COLUMNS/PILASTERS/CORBELS . % grlﬁmsxnms 0 WATER DAMAGE : -
0  DIAPHRAGMS/HORIZONTAL BRACING: . MNEY - O OTHER :
7,0 ' WALLS/VERTICAL BRACING o mgfmw WALLS
"1 . MOMENTS FRAMES B * GAS PIPING 4 mnnousmmus
g Pl CONNEGTIONS 0 WATER/WASTE PLUMBING O e ros, o
;o HLS O HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING D EXPLOSIVES 3
2 O OTHER O GAS CYLINDER - ‘
e R b 0O CHEMICALS ~
O OTHER _
L ..A,_?V“*‘:me.w-h.,_‘ . . .
al udpmmnmumm PERMIT REQUIRED - O PLANS REQUIRED 7O REFAIR

You are entitled to know that there is an appeal procedure establiched in the City whereby the Board of Buﬂdmg and Safery
' AComrmssxoners has the authority to hear appeals from the requirements contained in thxs order. .

-

Entered & verlfled by b Dgnsnt)

PARTNOFF, F. " g % on (@ate) _ 7457 L
 INSPECTONS NAVE (PRINT) ~ INSPECTOR'S SIGRATORE : "

s e
.

(nqu-;momaacw e K LRV TR
AN EO.UAL EMPLOYMENT OPPQRTUNWY AFFIRMA‘"VE ACTION EMPLOYER mmm@
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OE%SS 1330

A. TYPE OF DISASTER: CITY OF LOS ANGEL B. BUILDING USE:
3 Fire Earthquake DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING ] Residential
L] Flood L Other RAPID SCREENING INSPECTION FORM L) Commercia
'C. INCLUSIVE = COUNGIL
aopress: 1827 W 47T% s - pisTRicT: 1
D. OWNER: A _ {? 05 AS PHONE No.:Zl & pd- , 447 |
~MANAGER: o PHONE NO.:
E. No of Stories: | No. of Living Units: / Basement: BIFVES D NO . "D UNKNOWN
TYPE CONSTRUCTION: URM | 1l 1 v(7) APPROX. SIZE Sp hox €2 ...t
PRIMARY OCCUPANCY: - (Check one, only) (7] 1 wieame
DWELLING 04 AMUSEMENT 07 PVT. GARAG‘E 10 HOSPITAL :13 OFFICE 16 RET.STORE - ® WAREF'I:OUSE
02_ DU?LEX ) [+ APARTMENT OB. PUB. GAMGE ) 11 HOT_EL ) ‘14 PUB. ADMIN~ . ..11”HES.T_I_\‘U_HANT . 55 QONPO_ L
ga _A»?Pon'r 08 CHURCH 09 GAS STATION 12 MFG. 15 PUB. UTIL. 1'3 sqr‘_ioot. . .a_a omsn ,‘ o

F.. INSTRUCTIONS: Examine the building to determine If any hazardous conditions exist. A “YES” answef in Categories 1,2, or’
- 413 grounds for posting bullding UNSAFE. If condition Is suspected to he unagafé and more review Is needed, check appropriate -
Unknown box(es) and post LIMITED ENTRY. A “YES" answer in Category -3 requires postlnﬁ and/or barricading to .In,diga_ta

- AREA UNSAFE. Explain “YES", “"UNKNOWN" findings and extent of damage-tinder "Comments.

. EXISTING HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS _ ek
Condition .. . YES NO UNK  Condition _ VES NO' UNK
1. Structure Hazardous Overall g 2 0O 3. Nonstructural Hazards ' O O a
" Coltapse/partial collapse’ - g & 0O Farapsts/omamentation 0 o
Building or story leaning Freat fbro&g o O Cladding/glazing O o .
Other : O & 0O Ceiling/light fixtures O o
- ' Interior Walls/partitions O -0 i
2. Hazardous Structural Elements O B O ESValon EI ‘ g
: - 0 m] Stalrs/Exits ; .
Foundations Eloctric/G o m|
Root/Floors (vertical loads) O O C:IO ric/as D. O
Columns/pllasters/corbals O O OthreTay o s o .
Diaphragms/horizontal bracing O () )
Walis/vertical bracing a O 4, Geotschnical Hazards O O
Moments Frames (W] O Slope failure/debris [} a-
i Precast connections 0 | Ground Movement, fissures o [
"Other’ : i [ a . Other O = L
CbMMENTS: s, X e Koo . NLY 2 ,, v Chbin AN 4
rrﬂf ‘n‘f bfrﬂ'm Aar > ) ous e La¥r s _rJ o = /.1 dx/ Y4 D A
G.. Vacate Bidg.?. O YES /BPNO  Parlially Vacate Bldg.? 01 YES MEPNO/ No. of Living Units Vacated: . 22
'EST. DAMAGE: __/ % EST. DAMAGE: $ {:-5’ Carimi PERMIT REQUIRED? Axes O -NO
H.  OVERALL RATING: Exlsting Recommended | 1. RECOMMENDATIONS: (Clrcle Number / Fill In data)
INSPECTED (Green) a O @o Further Action required.
' terlor Only 2. Detailed Evaluation required.
: terlor and Interior ———— Structural _____Geotechnical
'LIMITED ENTRY geliow) 0 @ 4. Barricades needed in the following areas:
_UNSAFE (Red)
—w Building . 4. Disconnect utilities:
Area (See Section I-3) ' Electric Gas Water
J. INSPECTOR: K. INSPECTED: . ’
Name/1.D.: _QQ&Q/.EIAZZ:&M—_ Date: _1/74&%4 S— :
Phone: | Time: e ,@

08—0G-4 (Rev.6/00)  DISTRIBUTION: Original to flle for Detaliad inspaction (If required) / Duplicats o Dala Entry / Triplicate to Dept. Flles

AR UM RA SR e Rt




« START TIME i THOMAS—GROS_P%F_ '_j - CITY OF 1.OS ANGELES i DiSASTES (0. T RECORDI?IJMBER
i 3 7 ! i | ‘ o
10,05 11675 e | PRI ?&’é%-‘i‘é‘.‘i&%?&’%&%” - :‘?9};?_‘? b B e |
JO . (COMPLETE ONLY ONE FORM PER BUILDING] . e IR TIEED
ralary e f
T R e EmmEma
[2.517¢ 40DRESS T ot ijﬁj;%gjf :
| 1822 W, 4TH ST mmmmme
14, 7:0RRECTES ASDPE.:S . eI e
| b L DR EEIEE
[5,.aba.qsss ccwswrs T ) B TR O G G G0 3
e o, d IS f.l\ “uf ] o 2 2 O A
SRS AT T e emes BB A & ol s I

. BALLO ERLINDAND . e e e e e ehm e e R i et e e
7. INITIAL INSPECTION CGMMENTS

FRONT PORCH KGCKED OUT TO NORTH, CCLUMN LEANING TO SOUTH AT ROOF (SEPARATE FROM HOUSE ROOF) HOUSE ENTRY RESTRICTED T¢
SOUTH (REAR) PORCH.

8. %Es% B - g‘agfes 10, OVERALL BUILDING DMENSONS 111, TOTAé.DWLG ‘12, BUILDING USE (14, COUNGI DISTRICT
LoD lDO : Coqd | O D O e 0 D D 6 G i R 6 5
V-4 1) 2O £OX et 1! "*RESID

TWREICT | GG CE T, o

l
N

1 I '_n...ﬂm i | COMMERCIALLZ] 115. PRIMARY OGCLFANCY!(Satect one ority).
i

' PAIV. GARAGE 2 PUB. UTIUTIES (8
PUB, GARAGETES - RETAILD.

MG  SUREE |
FoEm oEDRD | mEEEe |

|2« Joma]
UNKNOWN L=

THER T3 OTHER

R & L o v o P i i e Lo fory Gmm | oo ipEsipeNmALED | (1) SINGLEFAMDWYLG.::/.
ween i | (D | mEEE . =2 FE | REEE | MIXEDTT SINGLE FAM. DwLG. 0T aAS; STATIONCE
cLoTePENDA | E2 §2E3 | & [ FEwiNvwlceitniculi e uRE SHES KN ;'ﬁ'*sim"“, © .. DUPLEX-EI | - HOSPITAL aL -
. TEVD mwm oG m@nm | @ AIRPOAT (7 HOTEL O
S wRMDT | EmEE | EEEIE oI 2T YES i * AMUSEMENT ] MANUFACTNG (5. WAREHOUSE
umn INFILL =2 | G Ej | RaesE ZDEEEr | Bekx : APARTMENT (80 OFFICE 00 MOBILE HOME
R TILT~UP = 3 jeajeajanis s ! CHURCH 2] . FUB, ADMIN, Em CONDOMINIGIN
i
i

l
| s
eatiatea i anlesl ozl vesiD
.
i
i
i

g
|

. """ o APPARENT DAMAGE =) TOTALIPARTIAL BUILDING COLLAPSE = N PARAPETS/ORNAMENTATION =5 N - *GROUND ‘MOVEMENTFisURES T
uu:sn REPAIR (Witte Permit # in COMMENTS) <] | BUILDING CR STQRY LEANING WY Y CLADDING/GLAZING = NSLOPE FAILURE (CLASS [T (20 20
FHEPMRSMMPI,ETEMmmm.m commerTsy 2 - FOUNDATION T2 y - CEILING/LIGHT FIXTURES E N' ‘RETAINING WALL FAIURE TR
DEMOLIZHED (#/:lte Permit & incommenT: (3 ROOF! FLOORS (VERTICAL LOADS}) — “ INTERIOR WALLS/ /PARTITIONS — "‘ , DEBRISMUD FLOW ::)mN
i 'SITE CLEARED OF DEBRIS T COLUMNSTFILASTERS/CORPELS AR N ELEVATORS :“ NS T A ATER DAMAGE Tl
NO WORK STARTED @  DiAPHRAGMSHORIZONTAL BRACING e N sramsExms L5 N — e
s <. FENCED 2 WALLAVERTICAL BRACING T - GHIMNEY DI N only H arsmo catonsry n nck azoiicabie
un ml,.; e w,,ﬂ_."m sppicatia my MOMENT FRAMES N MASONRY "GARDEN" WALLS (2 F. HAZARDUUS MATEHlALS 8
“BHABITABILITY -~ . " Z3. " yes PRE-CAST GONNECTIONS == ELEGTRICAL CT L YES. ¢ 14
occupiEn M (PTHER . oy N QASFIPING [0 Asaesms::‘ Exm.oswas _
. BUILDING VACANT! UNINHABITABLE &3 N . WATERWASTE PLUMBING [=3 * * GAS CYLINDERS 3 cngmmazza -

g CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS

Mark oy if artre catogacy 1 6t appi ub«ua Mark &nly it otire categaty (4 A% acg-tub'uai Mork griy i! entire caregery is pot epplicablo -1\ Mark only  antire calegery ia nel applioel
A OVEHALL CONDITIONS yes © STRUCTURAL HAZARDS yes. D NON-STAUCT. HAZAADS (ygg E.GEOTECHNICAL HAZARusa YES.

- PAR‘TIALLYVACATED(Ducnh-arubmw) N HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING T2
A . . OTHER ’ N

8. B LT |10, Eo[MATED STRUCTURAL .y . | 20, ESTIMATED AEQTECHNIGAL - 4
YES YESNO | DAMAGE | REPAIRICOST 20,0/ | S REPAIR COST . co
NO FURTHER AGTION REQ'D Sl Flrmll raquired SR 3 6’ 41" W | ..9-"
- Biniclurai evatuaiiol regilrad (2 %urod [ Jon i o . R
Geolachalcal avaluation req'd. L E"“"’I"‘" c“‘“{; ,:;}:; e | @EE | E G GG 6 e ‘I I EsEaEd ' |
* Bakiondos noedad us follows T =Tt ‘ ImIERNENIDOE | DEEDDEImEmE
) FOLLOW-UPREO'DBY YES s trsics; MR EEE SEmEEm Gt EEE
T TFance propartyatructure L3 . . NONE BB 3IOCED I oo O G S (e N I ] EJ&EGLAALTJ"“"{EA_B{ i
Baard up bullding "= CoMMAPRTINE, T | I | M@ @uind CO3 i 3
clunupnndrqmovndubﬂs'::l . RES'DENTIALINSP, LI EEWm | REEEEEEmE EIEE AN EERE]
l med. Hazard abatonent reqd. i NO URM/TILT-UP INSP, L DD EREEEEEcEIE | &S [rejosirafrairelrajrairul
3 Vucats éntire bullding (2 M MECHANICAL = | G223 | DEmEmIEOE | R mETEEE
Panla[lyvncaleb.xlldlng e GRADING =1 | EIGNGED | o fan e 0 8] Il ralrwirelrulcaicelrefrefvely
y Hies OTHER__ . oo oo i EomEEEEEaE [relralralonirelcniruicelce) -’
22 TYPE OF onasn REOu,nru (24, INSPECTCR'S NAME « unly [ ,c 5 COVNENTS o7 I°s Biek a b
-91.8607. (BLUE) o 918903 (FINK o ,
L G1AG04ABATE-(ORAY) [0 = Pesten. 1ARINIFF )
X m91’8‘101=6’1‘€{WH1TE)‘“ - = B | e iRt e
(B T e T RS By BN xzwc TIIE
< 'LTD ENTRY GREEN . VELLOW  PED 95788 | % l = 4/: o‘i‘{ 30
i H .
LIVES 1S MARIKED iN CATEGORIES 16C, E OR F ABOVE, T8 GROUNDS FOR POSTING THE J . i A
UiLDING UNSAFE. A D .,Esc:rzpr.ov My 2D ST kaooMpany avy | CoI G IEIOL jonyaLaas SAFETYER | MAR :1 - ‘ coeeas |
S NITED ENTRY AND UNSAFE POSTING. A YES' IN CATEGORY1ED REGIRES FOSTING | 10 rz COEED ey 1 | arh BB TIGE | .u..- [ femir = .:
AN BAHRICADING TO INGICATE ggarﬁéﬁ ggDAPosm “ Tt E T T [ | wwiDCOOGoe | - com- y
INSPECTED " o, TRy UNSAFE @EIEIOED [SWEess (2 | DIEIING | Ol S E
(GREEN} (YELLOW) {RED) CmomED s 2 e T3 oG { weoio -
=3 TIPS @R |ARMY CORPS. wo Tl 1@ | meoon. fd
EXTENTS OF INSPECTION AW iF ENA e ST o SR = i BT =B« * R
EXTERIOR ONLY S INTERIOR ONLY £ BOTH(NTEXT) I | O MmuI |Pn"v oUNTEER [ | oot D EOmO | oo D -"
LTC., ENTRY/UNSAFE RATING APPLIES TO: jrajreicnt e {ornen 0ol nev I WRGZ ! [ n R iy b
ENTIRE BUILDINGT! AN AREA(Describo) e | eemEwes o jese@ @y W 0T

T PORMNG: F6247°C




Additional Contemporary Photos

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
North elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
North elevation detail
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
North elevation detail
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
East elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
East elevation and partial south elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
South elevation and partial east elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
South elevation and partial east elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
West elevation, Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
West elevation detail
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
Garage at rear of property
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



Historical Photos

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
Looking southwest from 4" and South Bonnie Brae Streets, 1932
Source: California Historical Society - https://digitallibrary.californiahistoricalsociety.org/object/1209



https://digitallibrary.californiahistoricalsociety.org/object/1209

1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
Circa 2008
Source: A People’s Guide to Los Angeles, Book



1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
Circa 2000s
Source: Laura Dominguez, Los Angeles Conservancy



1822 West 4™ Street — Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA)
2019
Source: Loopnet.com - https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/1822-W-4th-St-L os-Angeles-CA/16006535/



https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/1822-W-4th-St-Los-Angeles-CA/16006535/

Morris Kight at first CSW gay pride march/parade, 1970
Source: LA Free Press via morriskight.com (Mary Ann Cherry, biographer of Morris Kight)



Morris Kight, 1972
Source: Mickey Pfleger, San Bernardino County Sun



Morris Kight with Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley, 1972
(First meeting of gay community and LA City officials)
Source: Pat Rocco Photos, ONE Archives via morriskight.com (Mary Ann Cherry, biographer of Morris Kight)



Morris Kight interviewed by Regis Philbin, 1972
Source: Pat Rocco, ONE Archives via morriskight.com (Mary Ann Cherry, biographer of Morris Kight)



PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1822 W 4TH ST

ZIP CODES
90057

RECENT ACTIVITY
ADM-2019-4429-TOC
CHC-2020-3322-HCM
DIR-2020-2769-TOC
ENV-2020-2770-EAF
ENV-2020-3323-CE
PAR-2018-7179-TOC
PAR-2019-3772-TOC
PAR-2019-7709-TOC

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-2018-6005-CA
CPC-2013-3169
CPC-1986-605-GPC
CPC-1984-1-HD
ORD-164625-SA3190
ORD-161116-SA33A
ORD-129279
ENV-2019-4121-ND
ENV-2018-6006-CE
ENV-2013-3392-CE
ENV-2013-3170-CE

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

5/22/2020

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)
Thomas Brothers Grid

Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Tract

Map Reference

Block

Lot

Arb (Lot Cut Reference)
Map Sheet

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area
Area Planning Commission
Neighborhood Council
Council District

Census Tract #

LADBS District Office
Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes

Zoning

Zoning Information (ZI)

General Plan Land Use
General Plan Note(s)
Hillside Area (Zoning Code)
Specific Plan Area
Subarea
Special Land Use / Zoning
Historic Preservation Review
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone
Other Historic Designations
Other Historic Survey Information
Mills Act Contract
CDO: Community Design Overlay
CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay
Subarea
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up
HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation
NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay
POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts
RFA: Residential Floor Area District
RIO: River Implementation Overlay
SN: Sign District

133-5A205 140
6,557.4 (sq ft)

PAGE 634 - GRID C3
PAGE 634 - GRID D2
PAGE 634 - GRID D3
5154023009
SUN-SET TRACT
MR 11-41

D

9

None

133-5A205

Westlake

Central

Westlake North

CD 1 - Gilbert Cedillo
2089.04

Los Angeles Metro

None
R4-1
Z1-2488 Westlake Recovery

ZI-2374 LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE
Z1-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

High Medium Residential
Yes
No
None
None
None
No
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
No
No
None
None
No
No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Streetscape
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area
Affordable Housing Linkage Fee
Residential Market Area
Non-Residential Market Area
Transit Oriented Communities (TOC)
RPA: Redevelopment Project Area
Central City Parking
Downtown Parking
Building Line
500 Ft School Zone
500 Ft Park Zone
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl
Address

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

Owner
Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*
Use Code

Assessed Land Val.
Assessed Improvement Val.
Last Owner Change

Last Sale Amount

Tax Rate Area

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk)

Building 1
Year Built
Building Class
Number of Units
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Building Square Footage
Building 2
Building 3
Building 4
Building 5
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Additional Information
Airport Hazard
Coastal Zone
Farmland
Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone
Fire District No. 1
Flood Zone

No
None

Medium

Medium

Tier 3

Westlake Recovery
No

No

None

No

No

5154023009

WESTLAKE APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT LLC

8056 KENTWOOD AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90045

WESTLAKE APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT LLC

8056 KENTWOOD AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90045

0.152 (ac)
0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence
$872,000
$218,000
08/16/2019
$1,090,010
12706
604512
416445,6
1946369
1360318-20
134762
0825682

1911

D55A

1

1

1

1,077.0 (sq ft)

No data for building 2
No data for building 3
No data for building 4
No data for building 5
No [APN: 5154023009]

None

None

Area Not Mapped
YES

No

No

Outside Flood Zone

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Watercourse

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties
Methane Hazard Site

High Wind Velocity Areas

Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Wells
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone
Nearest Fault (Distance in km)
Nearest Fault (Name)
Region
Fault Type
Slip Rate (mm/year)
Slip Geometry
Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Rupture Top
Rupture Bottom
Dip Angle (degrees)
Maximum Magnitude
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone
Landslide
Liquefaction
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area
Tsunami Inundation Zone
Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District
Hubzone
Opportunity Zone
Promise Zone
State Enterprise Zone
Housing
Direct all Inquiries to
Telephone
Website
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Ellis Act Property
Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau
Division / Station
Reporting District
Fire Information
Bureau
Batallion
District / Fire Station
Red Flag Restricted Parking

No

No

Methane Buffer Zone
No

Yes

None

1.23349512

Puente Hills Blind Thrust
Los Angeles Blind Thrusts
B

0.70000000

Reverse

Moderately / Poorly Constrained
19.00000000

5.00000000

13.00000000
25.00000000

7.10000000

No

No

No

No

No

None

Qualified

No

None

LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

Housing+Community Investment Department
(866) 557-7368

http://hcidla.lacity.org

No [APN: 5154023009]

No

Central
Rampart
247

Central
11
11
No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

CPC-2018-6005-CA
CA-CODE AMENDMENT

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

CPC-2013-3169
Data Not Available

THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

CPC-1986-605-GPC
GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - WESTLAKE AREA- COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND
COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN. INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION
LAWSUIT (D. GREEN/BOWMAN)

CPC-1984-1-HD

HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

CHANGE OF HEIGHT DISTRICT WITHIN THE "CORE AREA OF L.A."- GENERAL PLAN ZONE CONSISTENCY PROGRAM.
ENV-2019-4121-ND

ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2018-6006-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2013-3392-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

ENV-2013-3170-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

ORD-164625-SA3190
ORD-161116-SA33A
ORD-129279

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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City of Los Angeles
Z| MAS INTRANET LARIACS 2017 Color-Ortho 05/22/2020 Department of City Planning

Address: 1822 W 4TH ST Tract: SUN-SET TRACT Zoning: R4-1
APN: 5154023009 Block: D

General Plan: High Medium Residential
PIN #: 133-5A205 140 Lot: 9

Arb: None



MORRIS KIGHT RESIDENCE
1822 West 4th Street
CHC-2020-3322-HCM
ENV-2020-3323-CE

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS FROM THE APPLICANT



Morris Kight residence, 2020



Morris Kight residence, circa 2019



Morris Kight residence, circa 2015



Morris Kight residence, circa 2008



Morris Kight residence, 1932



MORRIS KIGHT RESIDENCE
1822 West 4th Street
CHC-2020-3322-HCM
ENV-2020-3323-CE

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS FROM THE OWNER



The San Bernardino County Sun (San Bernardino, California) - Sun, Jun 4, 1972 - Page 40

https://www.newspapers.com/image/61478517 Printed on Apr 1, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Sun, Jul 8, 2001 - Page 273

https://www.newspapers.com/image/188631246 Printed on Apr 10, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Sun, Jul 8, 2001 - Page 276

https://www.newspapers.com/image/188631300 Printed on Apr 10, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Tue, Jun 8, 1999 - Page 200

https://www.newspapers.com/image/160200395 Printed on Apr 10, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Mon, Jan 20, 2003 - Page 38

https://www.newspapers.com/image/190338164 Printed on Apr 10, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Orlando Sentinel (Orlando, Florida) - Wed, Jan 22, 2003 - Page B6

https://www.newspapers.com/image/270608873 Printed on Mar 5, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Tue, Jan 26, 1988 - Page 23

https://www.newspapers.com/image/404117413 Printed on Apr 10, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Tue, Jan 26, 1988 - Page 26

https://www.newspapers.com/image/404117439 Printed on Apr 10, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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Appllcahon to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish
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for any purpose that Is, or may hereafter be prohibited by ordioance of the City of Los Angéles.
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PR . DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

e | BUILDING DIVISION

.+ =¥ Application to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish

i

ullding and Safety Commlissloners of tha City of Loz Angalans
. To the ,ﬁ,’;,",‘,’ﬂ,{’,f,,,“ s h‘r'ﬂhy made u’; the Doard of Bullding nndv Safety Commissioners of the City of Los Angales, through the office of the Buperin-
: «  tendent of Buliding, for a building permit in sccordance with thae deseription and for the purpose hereinaftor set forth, This application Is made sub-
P, joct to the following condliions, which are hereby sgreed to by the undessighed applicant and which shall be deemed conditiona entaring Into the exercise
of the Efm‘:tsrhnt the permit does notl grant any right or privilege to erect any building or other structure theroin deacribed, or any portion thereof,
.+ ' . upon man¥ street, alley, or other public pluce or portion therecof,
a ., €acound: That the permit doas not yrant any right or privilege to use any buollding or other atructure therein described, or mny portion thereof,
v, for any purposw that is, or may hercafter be prohibited by ordinunce of the City of Los Angeles.
B Third: That the granting of the permit does not affect or prejudice any claim of title to, or right of posseaslon {n, the property described in such
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9 ..Families..../...,....Rooms .......
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APPLICATION TO ADD-ALTER-REPAIR-DEMO 45’01? B&S B-3—RB.74

3

CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY DEPT. OF BUILDING AND sm—*m
INSTRUCTIONS Applicant to Complete Numbered ltems Only.
1. LOT [ BLK TRACT DIST. MAP _
LEGAL | 1.32=205
DESCR. 9 | D Iy - CENSUS TR,
. uh~-sert. . R
‘ - - , I 20389 .00
2. PRESENT USE OF BUILDING NEW USE OF BUILDING ZONE |
( 0D Dwelling <Ol>Same R5=2
3. JOB ADDRESS B FIRE DIST.
1822 West Fourth Street
J. BETWEEN CROSS STREETS AND | LOT (TYPE)
______Bonnie Brae . _ Burlington Key.
5. DWNEF‘{_"S NAME ' B PHONE o LOT SIZE '
Richard Arnette. . B 7 . |
6. OWNER'S ADDRESS CITY | ZIP i 3.0 X
] 1822 W. Lth St.. LA - 9057 2 150
7. ENGINEER ACTIVE STATE LICENSE No. PHONE -; ALLEY
" 8. ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER - ~ ACTIVE STATE LICENSE No.  PHONE «-!_I BLDG. LINE
. _ _ )
9., CONTRACTOR ACTIVE STATE LICENSE No. PHONE &2 | AFFIDAVITS
_____ Owner ] - _ CCPD
10. BRANCH ADDRESS CITY ‘
LENDER
11. SIZE OF EXISTING BLDG. STORIES |[HEIGHT | NO. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE
WIDTH ~3J()  LENGTH 60 1 1 leg/ 1 Gar i
12. E%?gsr MJETI;EE)RIAL EXT, WALLS ROOF . . FLOOR -
-—-v-uﬂ _.l..,G .ﬁh%‘ mwon(j—d::—-ﬁﬂw W, Sl | g e-mbeﬁ-—ﬁ.. MWO O-d s ol e I
13. JOB ADDRESS | DIST. OFFICE
Msi_ourth Street LA
T S
_ _AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING . 3,500.00 . yES
15. NEW WORK: ~ ‘GRADING
(Describ)  Comply to Abate Notice dated 3-4-T74 . es _
HiIGHWAY DED.
NEW USE OF BUILDING — —SIZE OF ADDITION STORIES | HEIGHT FLOOD
. et o | . | |
TYPE gggﬂp PLANS CHECKED ' CONS.
\L ' - - ¥e& _
Elﬁgﬁ. nongg TOTAL PLANS APPROVED ONED BY
1800 ‘ Wooden
ﬂ\.b}fl%l_. gg&sw'g PARKING REQ’'D  PROVIDED APFLIﬂIUN APPROVED FILE WITH
n/c Cons
.;:S{IEE}NKLERS i:h?gxg ~ INSPECTION AC \}"w INSPECTOR
SPECIFIED ' COMB - GEN [ MAJLS. T GONS eterson
P.C. [S.P.C. 1.E G.P.L —]o.s. Y PM TYPIST —
) 24 L0001 L
P.C. No. PLAN CHECK EXPIRES SIX MONTHS AFTER FEE IS PAID. PERMIT EXPIRES ONE YEAR AFTER FEE IS PAID OR SIX
) _ MONTHS AFTER FEE IS PAID IF CONSTRUCTION IS NOT COMMENCED.

E ............................. FEB"*E:'IS .P nB,? u 6 ; . 3088 U i 1 cg 2‘-‘;00

bt sapph bbb mh- eyl ssarw s wd

—_ —_— - —— e e -———— e = o . ™ L —_— - —_ - - - — — - —_ J—

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

| certify that in doing the work specified herein | will not employ any person in violation of the Labor
Code of the State of California relating to workmen’s compensation insurance. -

““This permit is an application for inspection, the issuance of which is not an approval or an author-
ization of the work specified herein. This permit does not authorize or permit, nor shall it be construed
as authorizing or permitting the violation or failure to comply with any applicable law. Neither the City
of Los Angeles, nor any board, department, officer or employee thereof make any warranty or shall be

responsible for the performance or results of any worlk described herein, or the condition of the property

or soil upon h such/work is / L#Sec. 91.0202 L.A.M.C.)

' Sigpdture/Date

Signed..Z...._. ']
(Owner or{Agehy e o
Bureau of ADDRESS' APPROVEEL | AN 4 PP 2 S 25
Engineering SEWERS SEWERS AVAILABLE < e -
NOT AVAILABLE
SFC PAID R NO SEWER,/PLUMBING REQ'D.
'SFC DUE SFC NOT APPLICABLE B
DRIVEWAY ] T
HIGHWAY DEDICATION ~ REQUIRED T
| COMPLETED )

FLOOD CLEARANCE

[/ |
Conservation APPROVED FOR ISSUE ﬂ" NO FILE ] - ‘ Q% m d ,2_# J:- Z P

-

Fire APPROVED (TITLE 19) (L.A.M.C.-S700)
Plumbing PRIVATE SEWAGE SYSTEM APPROVED
Planning APPROVED UNDER CASE #

Traffic APPROVED FOR
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. CITY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY
BUILDING DIVISION

; ~ Application for the Erection of a Building
CLASS “D"

T the Board of Byila sing and Saiety Commissioners of the Clty of Lox Aunlu:

Appl eation §s htrtb{ mads to the Hosrd of Bulldin lmtl Safety Commijsslonars of the City of 1.0s Auxclas, through the oftice of the Buperine
temdmt of Building, for & bullding permit in aceordsnce with the dexcription and for the purpose hereinafter set forth. This applicst on In mads sube
kﬂ t: ihgfliaﬁu eonditions, which are hiereby ugreed to by the undersizned applicant xnd which shall be deemed conditions enteriug Inty the exercae

l? frete That the mmlt dnn :mt grant -mr right or privilegm to erect any bullding or other struclura therein deseribed, or any portion thersof,
¥PON Any street, al vy or 0 ni publle place or portjon tharsof,

Second: That the permit uu not umml; m{) righy or privilege to une any hullding or other structure therein described, or mny portion thersof,
{oe any ose 1hat iy, or may tmtter t prohibi g orsdinance of the City of Los Angeles,

ird: That the tunllnt ol the permit does uut A{lect or prefudios any elaim of title to, or right of possession in, the property deacribed {n such

‘ ;: f
I‘at No!#iriiii!&li‘"iqi --#\!F*F!HI*M AN a é,u . ##iiﬂﬂriiuivr-rr! AP PARRP B by FEAF IO Pid 0o b fgau b i P nFagn oo s ina v st PR AP n R b O p e dmu it o R jeep PP o savintbtiobsnndlr

o

peipENspRrprinpRFgtryrsrrrpe *GPVEYY !i!!ia!zl I!ltiihrbi!lifljiiht.#!i.hgggﬁq PR arkaprddsdudinerenshrsrinpgeniipaarntsirvper eépbomirtbndsrnyrivevidoarhtiqgobdunidantishpaopapid

k)
§ Yy o+ 11 SO

§
#I'IHII'HPiﬁ-liﬁﬁiiyi!lfﬁgiiig'iq..}iﬂnlilm bpunivveonbpwonsrsarisbanibrpnsrispenapgn URESERACP p Pl p el b iopgdporibisaniarruprbdabgbinsaniddéd

P M ,ZE{: .Q‘* Apptroved by
g? Iﬂcaﬁon of Buildingrimr-ti-/Wi riml:-z-:irﬂhl!-!ierriivnl#r-i#rbtnjﬁirlﬂ-#ir-; rrlrrinp FIYITY L rn-q..q sl Appperiidvaprrivisrpigprasw ci% Engmeer
f f /?' - House Number and Rirest) v h
Bttlveen what cross Btl.eetﬂ"“*‘ phwasdis 'l'-" LA v #‘b"ﬁt ni'-llimnn Lhdstdpsppdoviadbsnatprisongitfraipvtsanhosaban b presnerttee ﬁ‘ant’:r o

ENCIL

USE INK OR INDELIBL
MM ( A Cond .)

_1! Purpose Of buildl_ srarRivhysasbdohsnvise !ir-#l trrobinranynicrravragspparrnassbipmnopnns nFaml]les--n-...--uu-Rooms..n.."..u

/ﬁwu sidance, Ap ouie, Hot ll, or any other purposs)
2. Owner (Print Nmt).,...., ,l{«@(ﬁmm A

LR L X R iil!‘"! Fiea "!'l' ﬁM!J!!HIHQM migdmupepilbbgasrsdng Hlone SEetir oAt reontripggbidaiph
3. Owner’s addressi?-‘lzriliiiiiiiiirllilll-l'-'ﬁti A AR TN 3 !lri:llil-!ilﬁ ".Il-!!l!!%ﬂﬁqhiptnlq_ﬁl-lj-l#--p!fp-l ------- pormplliv A dorswpguiopYhdnhpgunhy
< L)

/ ~ State :
: friay i!!hil!r#-l#lmcenﬂe Noiun;"-ip-nr.“ﬂuﬂ-liun-PhOBEH:nim-uﬂﬁrhtﬂhlnu-qﬂ-

YA, State

(S hhppppbbdbbradprsnibigd tdfnorhisaye u-u-LIEEI!.SQ NO. waspdrdraninNevidgsady ...Phone VFrby bmasynbepudfiispipuapan

7

A R F LB R AL WYY

Certificated Architect.........ceerrsianen
o
‘5# IJCEIIBEd Engmeer-u-gnu"uwu-n s oyl

Eﬁi conh.actorntfltitir-rlnI!iir&li!tfiiihl!r#liitt}h!tjq ¥ob ddn jlvegporirvprpnndbrhya License NO. SRR TRERI gl pese P esinegs ‘Phone“ SEPLene i prrapainnbasnnen

." v .
7. Contractor's AAAresS....mvrvaimererisrmsmcensdin il A R e e (9[ /( {

| Lr:«:]}vixil:r!‘rlif:n:la?llf'ilnmht:.q:ir ‘:?&I t;x’nterill tnnd ag cmﬁxmgt
p i )| | ) Wailer su -
8. VALUATION OF PROPOSED WORK ,,:;,, .,;;;,,kﬁ,._ .,m:,,,,:f,.,m,,, .' ;;, plumb-1g ‘2—2— .

ment therein or thercon,
9’ State how mny buﬂdmg‘s Now}ﬁur!lirldi# X n W L LR LY 'IF!'&-':- *jppa -l AL L A EFER A FR " TY FTY XYW o assornapy E R A RIFI R TN T
on 1ot and give use of each sidenco, Apartment House, Hote), or ln:r N—hﬂ' nnmu)

(Store, R
10. Size of new bullding 20 x ??’I\‘Io Stories.. /° .Height to highest point. /3 Nize lot....é/ %;_A&‘“‘O
11. I"}.fpe of soil,._..é 2o b.,:..*ﬁ..;.Foundation (Material).....7 #2

12. 'Width of footing......2 ?" oo Width of foundation wall.......&...... Slze of redwood sill... ..Zr-xi,.,.. .....
7 odrk r*Slze of studs: (Exterior)..#X.. /.. (Interior bearing). .z:ﬁ/

Joist: Kirst ﬂoor. r R/ Second ﬁoor,..,..x..,...Rafters?.'?? /...Material of roof..@..z't 7 A

15. Chimney (Matenal) reann g1 2 Flue..}....x inlets each flue... Eﬁﬁ?pth footing in grounfy.er:s

I have carefully examined and read the above completcd Application and know the same is true and correct, and here-

by certify and agree that if ¢
w{th whgther herein s i
Ordinances and State

tiperrmt i5 issued all the provisions of the Building Ordinance and State Laws will be com ed
or nut; I also certify that plins and specjfications filed will %0@( rm all the Bulilding

Sign herel'li‘hl-l Faa by

S4aa%ineniniuebbbaey 50 alipss g ntivddarsssbining

LI A AR E AT NI R 3R 3 T TN Y

{Owner or K5t veioeduiaont )
Plany, Epecifications and other
ﬂ‘h mm b& ﬁ!Ed n - uh'eﬁ* Bynnl LTI S SRR AL A A At I el T T L Yy Y T Y Ty P T PATY LT LT L Y TR peppprps
FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY e S
Fire District

Plans and Specifications chacked Zone ﬂ

' LPERMITN .
.‘: L 2 Fa _!_ Correciions varifind Bldm .I..lu

K2 Plany, Specificatl d Applicat
an), Specifications and App oN
uthlgkcd and approved

o e T aas
Far Plany 3xe Filed with !
Reqgulved
- Valuatien Iueludhl

Stamp lhere when
No. Permit {s issued

Streat Widening
f‘ 3 li_rs. JUN 30 1437

pllicatioy chucked and appreved
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i CITY OF LGS ANGELER AND FOR CERTIRICATE OF QCCUPANCY LEPT OF BUILGING AND ﬂl:w t‘j

el = et =

INSTRUCTIONS:  Applicant o Complote Mumbarad thams Only.

T RAL

—

- B
o~ S el

) Dwelling (<) Same

3. JOX AHBRS |

1822 Vest Fourth Btreet

4. BETWEEN TREEI‘S Yy /P AND /o
e IO e Ve A A A0y (A _ {J St Al W A .;tm’.‘.."m —
¢ ~ o

=, B

FIRE DIST.

LOLATYPD)
8 A

L07 Si "

5. OWNERS NAN T

it =
. 3 O ~ =~ f@}
©. OVWNER'S ADDRESS CiTY Zip 1 ’;"ﬁr@ y -
Obly e Talmodge Ob. Ld 9002 -y o
7. ENGINEER T STATE LICENSE No, PHCRE ) W S

ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER STATE LICENSE HNa, PHONE

T

BLDG, LINE '

A
8. CONTRAGCIOR STATE LICENSE No. PHONE z D% '
10 3 L DRESS CCFL,
» ADDR
LENDER City
11. SIZE U EXISTING BLDA. SIORIES {HEIGHT NO. OF EXISTING BEILBING ON LOT AND USE
WIDTH 3{) LENGTH , 1. Dwelling/l1-Garare
12, CONST, NATERIAL | EXT, WALLS ROOF FLOOR
-z Vood Comno wood
13, JOB ADDRESS | ST. OFFICE
oubth Street A

S
AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING 3,500.00

NEW WORK:
: iBate Notice dated 3l

3

15,

CRIT. SOI
7 7

e S
--f".‘ G
(Desribe) ol . .)...53
» " .y a » | o [
Time Limit Permit Bxpires Feb. 20,1975 e
T T [ [ e —
TYPE GROUP TH CONS
v e Tay
ST R
‘ 7 % )

DWELL. m GUEST PARKING  REQ'D  PROVIDED Wfi e FILE, WITH
UNITS A ROO l J’; / 7

SPRINKLERY CONT. INSPECTION ACTIVETY ‘
REQ'D .]

INSHRECTOR
B w7 mmTea | s fon

T2

P.G., No.. PLAN CHECK EXPIRES SIX MONTHS AFTER FEE IS PAID. PERMIT EXPIRES ONE YEAR AFTER FEE IS PAID ORSIX - -
MONTHS AFTER FEE IS PAID IF CONSTRUCTION 1S NOT COMMENCED.

TBSENR 37779 5 00684 5 —1.C8 2400

i

l
:
i
g
i

j
i
l
|

CASHIER'S USE ONLY

o iy el Mty B o O e ol M e ety -l

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

| certify that in doing the work authorized hereby | will not employ any person in violation of the Labor
Code of the State of California relating to workmen’s compensation insurance.

“This permit is an application for inspection, the issuance of which is not an approval or an author-
ization of the work specified herein. This permit does not authorize or permit, nor shall it be construed
as authorizing or permitting the violation or failure to comply with any applicable law. Neither the City
of Los Angeles, nor any board, department, officer or employee thereof make any warranty or shall be
responsible for the performance or results of any work described herein, or the condition of the property

or soil upon which such werk is performed.” ( Sec. 21.0202 L. AM.
5 /7 . / / A
igneai.z.... R Corfd L7 ; . @A e i T 7 )
 Signature/Zate /7

{Owner or Ag

R W/ /7 WL

NOT AVAILABLE

=

Bureau of
Engineering

NO SEWER,/PLUMBING REQ'D,

SFC NOT APPLICABLE “AL{L

SFC DUE

m

Lo 2, )‘é"

DRIVEWAY A
HIGHWAY DEDICATION REQUIRED
COMBLETED

NO FILE [ /m _ ,.W

FLOOD CLEARAMNCE
Conservation APPROVED FOR ISSUEMC

Fire APPROVED (TITLE 19 (L.A.M.C.-5700)
Plumbing T PRIVATE SEV/AGE SYSTEM APPROVED
Planning | APEROVED UNDER GASE 3 —
“Frathe | APPROVED FOR '
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ﬁ Aﬂ Apphmhum Musl: be leie& Gut Bg Apphcmt o
| J , o PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
.-. . X ,' , = ‘ and gtlur dais must alio by Slad -

CITY OF LOS ANGELF.S

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY
BUILDING DIVISION ~ 4.

Apphcatlon to Alter, Repair or Demolish

e “'B"'ﬁg-?ﬁf ?.“ﬂ':rfh'“:sf 2oty c‘m”:ﬁm’i’?ﬁﬁjﬁ' O BaTety Cam e ionibnérs of ihe Clty-of Tos Augeles, thiough the office of {he Super
~ 0 ng-an 8 mmissioners o 0 s Aungelnd reu @ oiflce © ® bn B~
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| ' ' ' BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Application for the Erection of Frame Buildings "'
| ' CLASS "D"

Yo the Board of Public Works of the City of L.os Angeles:

Application fs hereby made to the Board of Publle Works of the City of Los Angeles, through the office of the Chlef Inspector ot
Bulldings, for a bullding permit In mccordance with the description and for the purpose hereinafter set forth, This application is made
aubject to ths foliowing condltions, which are hereby agreed {o by the undersigned spplicant and which shall be deemed conditions entering
into the exercise of the permit:

First: That the permit does not pgrant any right or privilege to erect any bullding or other structure thereln degeribed, or any
- portion thereof, upon any =mtreet, slley, or other public place or portion thereof.

Second: That the permit does not grant any right or privilege to use any bullding or other structure therein described, or any
portion thereaf. for any purpose that (s, or may hereafter ba prohiblted by ordinance of the Qity of Los Angeles.

Third: That the granting of the¢ permit does not affeot or prejudice any clalm of title to, or right of possession in, the property
described In such permit. 1
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	Proposed Monument Name: Morris Kight residence/Gay Liberation Front
	Name Description: [Former residence of notable person(s)]
	Associated names: Gay Liberation Front (GLF) Los Angeles/Morris Kight Residence (SurveyLA)
	Street Address0: 1822 West 4th Street
	Zip: 90057
	CD: 1
	Range of Addresses on Property: 
	Community Name: Westlake
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5154023009
	Tract: Sun-Set Tract
	Block: D
	Lot: 9
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1911
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [Private Development]
	ArchitectDesigner: Unknown
	Contractor: Unknown
	Original use: Residential
	Present use: Residential
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Craftsman]
	Stories: 1
	Plan Shape: [Irregular]
	Primary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Wood clapboards]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Select]
	Primary Shape: [Gable, front]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
	Primary Roof: [Composition shingle]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Double-hung]
	Secondary Window Type: [Casement]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Wood]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Off-center]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Slab]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 5-26-1937
	AS Summary 1: Install bathroom for basement, enlarge window in basement
	AS Date 2: 6-30-1937
	AS Summary 2: Construct 2-car garage
	AS Date 3: 1994
	AS Summary 3: Front porch repaired due to Northridge Earthquake
	AS Date 4: 2019
	AS Summary 4: Makeshift shacks to middle and rear of property
	AS Date 5: Unknown
	AS Summary 5: Rear door placement and porch
	AS Date 6: 
	AS Summary 6: 
	AS Date 7: 
	AS Summary 7: 
	AS Date 8: 
	AS Summary 8: 
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context
	Survey Name2: Statement
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Yes
	Criterion 2: Yes
	Criterion 3: 
	Contact Name1: Attn: Liza Brereton c/o AHF
	Company1: AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
	Contact St Address1: 6255 Sunset Blvd, 21st Floor
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90028
	Phone1: 323-855-0764
	Email1: liza.brereton@aidshealth.org
	Owner Supported: Unkown
	Contact Name2: Rafi Ventura
	Company2: Sweetzer Lofts, LLC
	Contact St Address2: 6280 West 3rd Street, #335
	ContactCity2: Los Angeles
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 90036
	Phone2: 818-651-3256
	Email2: sweetzerlofts@gmail.com
	Contact Name3: Kate Eggert, Krisy Gosney
	Company3: GEHPC
	Contact St Address3: 6444 Kraft Avenue
	ContactCity3: North Hollywood
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 91606
	Phone3: 
	Email3: kate@gehpc.com


