
L o s  A n g e l e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C i t y  P l a n n i n g

S H A P I N G  T H E  

S K Y L I N E :  

A  D I A L O G U E  

W I T H  A I A



WHAT DO WE 

ASPIRE FOR 

OUR SKYLINE?

WHAT IS OUR 

CONTEXT?

HOW DO WE 

GET THERE?



W H Y  I S  T H I S  A  T I M E L Y  

D I S C U S S I O N ?



P L A N N I N G  A  D Y N A M I C  F U T U R E  

F O R  D O W N T O W N  L O S  A N G E L E S





D T L A 2 0 4 0 :  

P R O J E C T  O B J E C T I V E S  &  

A  F E W  B I G  I D E A S



A C C O M M O D A T I N G  E X P A N S I V E  G R O W T H

Accommodate anticipated growth through 2040 in an 

inclusive, equitable, sustainable, and healthy manner 

while supporting and sustaining Downtown's ongoing 
revitalization



P R O J E C T E D  G R O W T H

TODAY 2040
POPULATION &

EMPLOYMENT

DENSITY/ACRE

0-10

11-50

51-100

>100



P R O J E C T E D  G R O W T H

DTLA TODAY DTLA IN 2040

POPULATION &

EMPLOYMENT

DENSITY/ACRE

0-10

11-50

51-100

>100



L E V E R A G E  T R A N S I T  R I C H  L O C A T I O N  



R E I N F O R C I N G  D O W N T O W N ’ S  C O L L E C T I O N  O F  
D I S T I N C T I V E  N E I G H B O R H O O D S



P R O V I D I N G  A M E N I T I E S  T H R O U G H O U T  D O W N T O W N



R E E S T A B L I S H  D O W N T O W N  A S  T H E  C I V I C ,  C U L T U R A L ,  
A N D  S Y M B O L I C  H E A R T  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S



P R O M O T E  B O L D  

G R O W T H

W I T H  T A C T I C A L

P R E S E R V A T I O N

F O C U S  O N  F O R M  &  

P E R F O R M A N C E , L E S S  

O N  U S E  &  P R O C E S S

K E E P  D O W N T O W N  

A  J O B S  C E N T E R – B U T  

R E C O G N I Z E  H O U S I N G  

A S  G O O D  J O B S  

P O L I C Y

D E S I G N  C O M F O R TA B L E  

S PA C E S  T O  M O V E  

T H R O U G H  A N D  S TAY  I N



R a i s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  r e m o v e  

b a r r i e r s

• R e m o v e  d e n s i t y  l i m i t a t i o n s :  p e r  u n i t  o p e n  s p a c e  
r e q u i r e m e n t ,  p a r k i n g  m i n i m u m s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b a r r i e r s

• S t r e a m l i n e  p r o c e s s  f o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  m e e t  s t a n d a r d s
• S e t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  n e w  f o r m  r e g u l a t i o n s
• R e d u c e  f o c u s  o n  u s e



D o n ’ t  a l l o w  p a r k i n g  

t o  d r i v e  d e s i g n

• E l i m i n a t e  p a r k i n g  m i n i m u m s
• E n c o u r a g e  b e l o w  g r o u n d  p a r k i n g ,  w h e n  p r o v i d e d
• R e d u c e  i m p a c t  o f  a b o v e  g r o u n d  p a r k i n g  o n  d e s i g n



D e v i s e  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  s k y l i n e

• A l l o w  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n t e n s i t i e s  n e a r  t r a n s i t
• C r e a t e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  

t o w e r  d e s i g n
• D i s c o u r a g e  u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  k e y  l o c a t i o n s



N E W  D O W N T O W N  S P E C I F I C

R E : C O D E  Z O N E S

• Provide more tailored zones to match neighborhood 
characteristics

• Clearer processes and more predictable outcomes

• Align requirements, fees, public benefits, policy outcomes

• Localized public benefits

• Affordable Housing

• Open Space

• Historic Preservation

• Community & Transportation Amenities/Public Realm 

Improvements



C U R R E N T  F R A M E W O R K



S T R E E T  G R I D  C O M P A R I S O N

N E W  Y O R KL O S  A N G E L E S B O S T O N

C H I C A G O S E A T T L E P O R T L A N D



G R I D  T Y P O L O G I E S
B

L
O

C
K

S
R

O
A

D
S

DTLA AVERAGE 

BLOCK SIZE

DTLA AVERAGE 

ROAD WIDTH



G R I D  I N T E N S I T Y

B U N K E R  
H I L L

S O U T H
P A R K

C H I N A T O W N

F A S H I O N  
D I S T R I C T

T O Y

D I S T R I C T

N E T W O R K  D E N S I T Y T O P O G R A P H Y



E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

M A J O R  P A T H S

O F  T R A V E L

M E T R O R A I LG A T E W A Y S /

P O I N T S  O F  E N T R Y

L A N D M A R K S



O P P O R T U N I T I E S

P A R K I N G  

L O T S / G A R A G E S

P O T E N T I A L  

D E V E L O P M E N T

T R A N S I T

P R O X I M I T Y  

G R E E N W A Y

N E T W O R K S



WHAT DO WE 

ASPIRE FOR 

OUR SKYLINE?

WHAT IS OUR 

CONTEXT?

HOW DO WE 

GET THERE?


