CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT FLOW CHART

Is the Action a Project as Defined by CEQA?

Does the project qualify for a Statutory Exemption?

Yes

Does the project qualify as a Transit Priority Project

pursuant to PRC Section 21155 and meet the
eligibility requirements of PRC Section 21155.1?

Yes

No further review required by CEQA

Does the project qualify for a Categorical Exemption
and is not subject to any exceptions pursuant to PRC

Section 21084 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2?

Yes

- Prepare SCPE and Notice
of Exemption

- Optional public hearing by

entitlement decision maker
or hearing officer may be held

- Prepare Notice of
Exemption

to take testimony on SCPE

(does not replace requirement
for City Council hearing below)

- Determine project to
be exempt from CEQA
(if project is approved)

- Hold public hearing and

determine project to be
exempt from CEQA (requires

- File NOE with
the County Clerk

City Council hearing and action)

- File NOE with
the County Clerk

CEQA ACRONYMS

CE Categorical Exemption

SE Statutory Exemption

NOE Notice of Exemption

ND Negative Declaration

MND Mitigated Negative Declaration

NOI Notice of Intent

NOD Notice of Determination

NOP Notice of Preparation

NOC Notice of Completion

NOA Notice of Availability

EIR Environmental Impact Report

PRC Public Resources Code

RTP/SCS Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Community Strategies
SCEA Sustainable Community Environmental Assessment
SCEIR Sustainable Community Environmental Impact Report
SCPE Sustainable Communities Project Exemption

Does the project qualify as a Transit Priority

Yes Project pursuant to PRC Section 21155?

Prepare an Initial Study per PRC Section 21080

Does the project have any potential
significant impacts on the environment?

Can all significant impacts be mitigated

to less than significant levels? - Prepare ND
- Publish NOI
RES to adopt for
public review
(20 or 30 days)
- Prepare MND - Issue NOP of EIR to start
30-day public scoping period - Adopt the ND (if

- Publish NOI
to adopt for
public review

and (if required) conduct project is approved)
scoping meeting

- File NOD with the

Boerevcam), - Prepare and release Draft EIR, County Clerk
file NOC, and issue NOA for
- Adopt the MND (if public comment (45 days)

project is approved)

- Respond to comments, make
- File NOD with the any edits, and prepare Final EIR

County Clerk

- Issue Final EIR and release
EIR for public inspection

- Certify the EIR
(if project is approved)

- File NOD with the County Clerk

LOS ANGELES
CITY PLANNING

After incorporation of mitigation measures from
current RTP/SCS and/or applicable Plan EIRs,
does the project have any potential significant

impacts on the environment?

Prepare an Initial Study per PRC Section 21155.2

Does the project have any potential significant
impacts on the environment that cannot be
mitigated to less than significant levels?

- Issue NOP of SCEIR to
start 30-day public
scoping period and (if
required) conduct public
scoping meeting

- Prepare and release
Draft SCEIR, file NOC,
and issue NOA for
public comment (45
days)

Respond to comments,
make any edits, and
prepare Final SCEIR

- Issue Final SCEIR and
release SCEIR for public
inspection

- Certify the SCEIR (if
project is approved)

- File NOD with the
County Clerk

- Prepare SCEA

- Publish NOI to adopt

for public review
(30 or 45 days)

- Optional public hearing

by entitlement decision
maker or hearing
officer may be held

to take testimony on
SCEA (does not

replace requirement

for Commission or
Council hearing below)

- Hold public hearing

and adopt the SCEA
(requires Commission
or City Council hearing
and action)

- File NOD with the

County Clerk

This flowchart provides a general overview of the CEQA process and is intended to be used for informational purposes only.





