
Environmental Justice for 
Los Angeles
Working Group Meeting # 2

December 6, 2023



﹣ Introductions

﹣ Working Group Meeting #1 Summary | 10 mins

﹣ Updates | 10 mins

﹣ Q & A | 5 mins

﹣ Air Quality | 25 mins

﹣ Break | 5 mins

﹣ Open Space | 25 mins

﹣ Health | 25 mins

﹣ Closing and Next Steps

Agenda



Marie Cobian
Senior City Planner

Jenna Monterrosa
Principal City Planner

Myranda Arreola - Climate Equity
Student Professional Worker

Fabiola Inzunza - EJ Policy
City Planner

Melissa Granados - EJ Policy
Planning Assistant

Jonathan Ayon - EJ Outreach & Engagement
City Planner

Jesse Ramos - EJ Outreach & Engagement
City Planning Associate

Gabriela Juarez - Climate Equity
City Planner

Introductions - Meet the Team



Introductions - Working Group Members
Rename yourself on Zoom

first name, last name, organization, preferred pronouns

Answer the following Zoom poll questions:

Has your organization shared the EJ Community Survey with community members?

Has your organization shared any other information about this program with colleagues or 
community members?

1

2



Zoom Control Panel

Tech Support and Information 
from City Staff 

Sound source
Ask a Question for 
Q&A 

Raise hand

Staff can also be reached at planning.envjustice@lacity.org



Working Group 
Meeting #1 
Summary



Insert Image- General Plan Updates to the Air Quality, 
Open Space and Health Element

- Outreach and Engagement Strategy

- Climate Vulnerability Assessment 

Summary
Environmental Justice Policy Program



Meaningful Involvement Discussion

Summary
Policy Concepts Activity (S.O.A.R)

➔ Vision for healthy communities
➔ Support for various existing City efforts
➔ Implementation challenges
➔ City/Agency coordination
➔ Remediation standards

➔ Allow space for organic conversations
➔ Ongoing engagement
➔ Allow communities to lead
➔ Compensate for time
➔ Accessible locations/materials
➔ Manage expectations

Working Group Summary and Materials: 
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/environmental-j
ustice/environmental-justice-policy-program-0

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-policy-program-0
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-policy-program-0


Summary
Participating Organizations

Black Women for Wellness Pacoima Beautiful

Coalition for Clean Air Physicians for Social Responsibility

Communities for a Better Environment Rising Communities

Community Coalition Strategic Actions for a Just Economy

Esperanza Community Housing Corporation T.R.U.S.T South LA

First 5 LA Tree People

Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative Trust for Public Land

Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust Watts Labor Community Action Committee/ Greater Watts 
Development Corporation



﹣ Review existing General Plan goals, objectives, policies, 
and programs

﹣ Provide guidance and recommendations for additional 
and/or amended goals, objectives, policies, and programs

﹣ Articulate the needs and concerns of the of the 
communities you represent and/or serve

﹣ Advise and promote public outreach and engagement 
efforts

﹣ Review draft documents

Working Group Purpose



﹣ Attendance at all Working Group meetings 
by no more than 1 organizational 
representative (or alternate)

﹣ Listen actively to the ideas and opinions 
expressed by all Working Group members, 
project staff and team members, and all 
members of the community

﹣ Engage in constructive discussion and be 
open to alternative solutions and points of 
view

﹣ Discuss all ideas respectfully, 
acknowledging the diversity of viewpoints 
in the room and understanding that full 
agreement is not always the goal

﹣ Elevate the view of the communities you 
represent and/or serve, acknowledging and 
drawing on the diversity of opinions and 
outlooks represented

﹣ Be present and engaged during all 
discussions

Working Group Roles and Responsibilities



Timeline

Climate Vulnerability Assessment



Insert Image
﹣ Working Group Meeting #1 - October 18, 2023

Topic: Vision, Policy Concepts and Meaningful Involvement

﹣ Working Group Meeting #2 - December 6, 2023
Topic: Goals and Policies

﹣ Working Group Meeting #3 - February 7, 2024 
Topic: Implementation Programs

﹣ Working Group Meeting #4 - April 10, 2024
Topic: Refinements

Working Group 
Schedule
Upcoming Meetings and Topics



Updates



Outreach and Engagement
Past and Upcoming Events

CicLAMini - North Hollywood
Sunday, September 7, 2023

Office Hours (Virtual)
Tuesday & Wednesday, October 24-26, 2023

Move Your Way - Pacoima
Saturday, September 23, 2023

Northgate Market - South LA
Thursday, November 16, 2023 

Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance
Sunday, October 8, 2023

CicLAvia - South LA
Sunday, December 3, 2023

PlanCheck Neighborhood Council Alliance
Saturday, October 14, 20023

Mariachi Plaza Farmers Market - Boyle Heights
Sunday, December 10, 2023

South Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Alliance
Thursday, October 19, 20023

Health Commission 
Monday, December 11, 2023

Taste of Soul - South Los Angeles
Saturday, October  21, 2023

Office Hours - South LA
Wednesday & Thursday, December 13-14, 2023

P-22 Day - Griffith Park
Sunday, October 22, 2023

Office Hours (Virtual)
Saturday, December 16, 2023

Dia De Los Muertos Resource Fair - North East LA
Tuesday, October 24, 2023

Ongoing (Virtual) Office Hours 
Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 2024 from 10am-2pm





﹣ Establishing additional partnerships
- Los Angeles Unified School District
- Los Angeles Public Library
- Youth Organizations

﹣ Identifying funding opportunities

Ongoing Efforts

Outreach and Engagement
Community Survey #1 - Closing Soon

¡Comparta! Share!



Los Angeles City Planning

Interview Topics

- History and Connection to Neighborhood

- Environment and Health

- Community Assets

- Organizing and Future Vision

- Role of Planning

Applied Planning Research Project 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, 
Department of Urban Planning

Voices from the Frontlines Project

- Interviews

- Storymap and Report

planning.envjustice@lacity.org

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/environm
ental-justice

Miriam Bar-Zemer, 2024 MURP Candidate
Lucy Briggs, 2024 MURP Candidate



Los Angeles City Planning

Climate Vulnerability Assessment

- Climate impacts with social vulnerability 

analysis 

- Community Partners Program

- One year work program in collaboration 

with City Partners - CEMO and EMD

- Final report with recommendations for 

potential mitigations and next steps

Citywide Coordination

- Climate Vulnerability Assessment (CVA)

- Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP)

- Heat Action & Resilience Plan (HARP)

- Environmental Justice Policy Alignment

Climate Equity



Q & A



General Plan 
Overview



Los Angeles City Planning

Environmental Justice in the General Plan

EJ?



Los Angeles City Planning

Traditional Structure of General Plan Elements
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Los Angeles City Planning

Traditional Structure of General Plan Elements

Guiding Vision
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s Goals are broad statements that 

describe a future condition or “end 
state”. Goals are aspirational and 
outcome oriented.

An Environment Where Life Thrives 
(Health Element, Goal 5)



Los Angeles City Planning

Traditional Structure of General Plan Elements

Guiding Vision

G
en

er
al

 P
la

n 
El

em
en

t

Goal

Objective
Policy

Goal

Objective

Objective

Policy

Policy

Policy

Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
Pr

og
ra

m
s Objectives are aspirational 

measures of goal attainment.

Reduce the disparity in communities 
that are impacted by a high Pollution 
Exposure Score (Health Atlas Map 
111) so that every zip code has a 
score less than 1.7.                   
(Health Element, Goal 5)



Los Angeles City Planning

Traditional Structure of General Plan Elements
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s Policies are clear statements that 

guide a specific course of action to 
achieve a desired goal.

Reduce negative health impacts for 
people who live and work in close 
proximity to industrial uses and 
freeways through health promoting 
land uses and design solutions. 
(Health Element, Goal 5, Policy 5.2)



Los Angeles City Planning

Traditional Structure of General Plan Elements

Guiding Vision
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s Programs are a proposed action, 

procedure, program, or technique that 
may be utilized to further General 
Plan goals, objectives, and policies. 
Decisions to implement specific 
programs are discretionary and 
governed by program cost, available 
funding, staffing, feasibility and similar 
considerations. 

Healthy Building Design Guidelines 
(Program 1) & Landscape Guidelines 
and Ordinance (Program 36)



Los Angeles City Planning

Example

Guiding Vision

Reduce the disparity 
in communities that 
are impacted by a 

high Pollution 
Exposure Score 

(Health Atlas Map 
111) so that every 

zip code has a score 
less than 1.7.

Reduce negative 
health impacts for 

people who live and 
work in close 
proximity to 

industrial uses and 
freeways through 
health promoting 

land uses and 
design solutions.

(Policy 5.2)
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Healthy 
Building 
Design 

Guidelines
(Program 1) & 
Landscape 
Guidelines 

and 
Ordinance 

(Program 36)

HEALTH

An Environment 
Where Life 

Thrives
(Goal 5)

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/2442d4df-34b3-4683-8eb9-b5ea1182782b/Plan_for_a_Healthy_Los_Angeles.pdf


Insert Image - Over 1,100 policies
- Environmental Justice topics embedded 

throughout 
- Each Element is available in PDF format:

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/ge
neral-plan-overview

General Plan 
Inventory

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/general-plan-overview
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/general-plan-overview


Air Quality



﹣ Ozone
﹣ Carbon Monoxide
﹣ Nitrogen Dioxide
﹣ Sulfur Dioxide
﹣ Particulate Matter   

(2.5 and 10)

Air Pollutants

﹣ Mobile Sources

﹣ Stationary Sources

﹣ Areawide Sources

﹣ Natural Sources

Background
Source Categories

﹣ Lead
﹣ Sulfates
﹣ Hydrogen Sulfide

    + 200 toxic air pollutants



Insert Image ﹣ Adopted in 1979, last updated in 1992
﹣ Focuses on the relationship between land 

use and air quality
﹣ Intersection with Mobility Element and 

Health Element

Air Quality Element

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/523f2a95-9d72-41d7-aba5-1972f84c1d36/Mobility_Plan_2035.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/2442d4df-34b3-4683-8eb9-b5ea1182782b/Plan_for_a_Healthy_Los_Angeles.pdf


﹣ Air Pollution and Respiratory Health
﹣ Proximity to Industrial Uses and Freeways
﹣ Smoke-free Environments
﹣ Exposure to Noxious Activities
﹣ Land Use Patterns and Reduction of GHG 

Emissions

Air Quality in the 
Health Element



Los Angeles City Planning

Air Quality Element - Existing Goals

Goal 1: Good air quality and 
mobility in an environment of 
continued population growth and 
healthy economic structure.

Goal 2: Less reliance on 
single-occupant vehicles with 
fewer commute and non-work 
trips.

Goal 3: Efficient management of 
transportation facilities and 
system infrastructure using 
cost-effective system 
management and innovative 
demand-management 
techniques.

Goal 4: Minimal impact of 
existing land use patterns and 
future land use development air 
quality by addressing the 
relationship between land use, 
transportation, and air quality.

Goal 5: Energy efficiency through 
land use and transportation 
planning, the use of renewable 
resources and less polluting fuels, 
and the implementation of 
conservation measures including 
passive methods such as site 
orientation and tree planting.

Goal 6: Citizen awareness of the 
linkages between personal 
behavior and air pollution, and 
participation in efforts to reduce 
air pollution.
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Health Element Goal 5: 
An Environment Where 
Life Thrives



﹣ Use the “sticky note” function to 
add your thoughts

Add your comments on JamboardJoin a Zoom Breakout Room

Breakout Room 1 

  Click “Join Breakout Room” to start activity

Share your thoughts



Break 



Open Space



Insert ImageAny parcel or area of land or water that is 
essentially unimproved and devoted to an 
open-space use. CA Gov. Code Section 65560

﹣ Preservation of natural resources
﹣ Managed production of resources
﹣ Outdoor recreation
﹣ Public health and safety
﹣ Tribal resources
﹣ Military purposes

Background
What is open space?

     Source: Department of Recreation and Parks



Open Space in 
Los Angeles

2016 Park Needs Assessment (PNA) & 2022 PNA+

Park Pressure➔

Park Access➔

Park Amenities➔

Park Conditions➔

Park Lands➔

https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/FinalReport.pdf
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/PNA-Plus-Report-Dec2022-2.pdf


Insert Image ﹣ Adopted in 1973
﹣ Guide to identify, preserve, 

conserve and acquire open space 
﹣ Intersection with Conservation 

Element & Health Element
﹣ New state requirements (SB 1425)

Open Space 
Element

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/28af7e21-ffdd-4f26-84e6-dfa967b2a1ee/Conservation_Element.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/28af7e21-ffdd-4f26-84e6-dfa967b2a1ee/Conservation_Element.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/2442d4df-34b3-4683-8eb9-b5ea1182782b/Plan_for_a_Healthy_Los_Angeles.pdf


Los Angeles City Planning

Local Partnerships

Park Quality and 
Recreation Programs

Expand ParksPark Funding and 
Allocation

Park Safety Water Recreation

Los Angeles River

Active Spaces

Recreations and Parks

Open Space in the Health Element



Los Angeles City Planning

Open Space Element - Existing Goals
Goal 1: To insure the 
preservation and conservation of 
sufficient open space to serve the 
recreational, environmental, 
health and safety needs of the 
City.

Goal 2: To conserve unique 
natural features, scenic areas, 
cultural and appropriate historical 
monuments for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the public.

Goal 3: To provide an open 
space system which provides 
identity, form and a visual 
framework to the City.

Goal 4: To conserve and / or 
preserve those open space areas 
containing the City's 
environmental resources 
including air and water.

Goal 5: To provide access, where 
appropriate, to open space lands.
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Health Element Goal 3: 
Bountiful Parks and Open 
Spaces



﹣ Use the “sticky note” function to 
add your thoughts

Add your comments on JamboardJoin a Zoom Breakout Room

Breakout Room 1

  Click “Join Breakout Room” to start activity

Share your thoughts



Health



﹣ Physical and social determinants of health 
have roots in structural inequity

﹣ Where a person lives influences their health 
outcomes

Background
Health and Land Use



﹣ Social
﹣ Economic
﹣ Education
﹣ Health
﹣ Land Use

Health in Los Angeles

Health Indicators

﹣ Transportation
﹣ Food System
﹣ Crime
﹣ Housing
﹣ Environment



Insert Image

﹣ First adopted in 2015, last updated in 2021
﹣ Connection between land use and health
﹣ Meets recent state requirements (SB 1000)

Health Element

Progress Report

﹣ 78% of 91 programs are currently being 
implemented or under development.

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/bf206e1a-e367-4e4f-8593-f6d788ec560b/Health_Element_Progress_Report_2023_-_Final.pdf


Los Angeles City Planning

Health Element Element - Existing Goals

Goal 1: Los Angeles, a 
Leader in Health and 
Equity

Goal 2: A City Built for 
Health

Goal 3: Bountiful Parks 
and Open Spaces

Goal 4: Food that 
Nourishes the Body, 
Soul, and Environment

Goal 5: An Environment 
Where Life Thrives

Goal 6: Lifelong 
Opportunities for 
Learning and Prosperity

Goal 7: Safe and Just 
Neighborhoods
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﹣ Use the “sticky note” function to 
add your thoughts

Add your comments on JamboardJoin a Zoom Breakout Room

Breakout Room 1

  Click “Join Breakout Room” to start activity

Share your thoughts



Closing and Next 
Steps



Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2023

Time: 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Topic: Implementation Programs

Next Steps
Next Meeting

Working Group Materials: 
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/comm
unity-plan-update/environmental-justice/enviro
nmental-justice-policy-program-0

https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-policy-program-0
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-policy-program-0
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-update/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-policy-program-0


Marie Cobian
Senior City Planner

Fabiola Inzunza
City Planner

Melissa Granados
Planning Assistant

Jonathan Ayon
City Planner

Jesse Ramos
City Planning Associate

Gabriela Juarez
City Planner

Myranda Arreola
Student Professional Worker

Jenna Monterrosa
Principal City Planner

Thank You

planning.envjustice@lacity.org
https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/environmental-justice


