CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

ORDINANCE NO.
An ordinance amending Sections 12.03, 12.20, 12.23, 12.24, and 13.01 of the Los
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) in order to establish provisions and procedures to prohibit new

oil and gas extraction and make existing extraction activities a noncomforming use in all zones.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. A definition is deleted from Section 12.03 of the LAMC as follows:

Section 3. Subdivision 4 of Subsection C of Section 12.23 of the LAMC is amended as follows:

C. Nonconforming Use Of Land

4. Oil Welis.

(a) All oil wells (as defined pursuant to LAMC Section 13.01 B), including those
operating pursuant to any discretionary permit in all zones, whether by
ordinance or approval of a Zoning Administrator, and all oil wells in an M3
Zone, are nonconforming uses as of the effective date of the ordinance. No
new well for the production of oil, gas or other hydrocarbon substances
may be drilled in any zone. No existing well for the production of oil, gas or
other hydrocarbon substances, which is a nonconforming use, shall be
maintained, drilled, re-drilled, or deepened.

(b) All such wells, including any incidental storage tanks and drilling or

production equipment, shall be completely removed within-20-yearsfrom
June-1-1946,-or within 20 years from the effective date of the ordinance

deeming such uses beeame nonconforming.-if-said-date-was-subsequent
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(d) After the time period set forth in LAMC Section 12.23 C.4(b), all
nonconforming oil uses shall be removed, dismantled, demolished, and
disposed of in @ manner consistent with and in strict accordance with all
applicable local, state, and federal laws, regulations, rules, and standards.

(e) If an oil use is abandoned, or is discontinued for a continuous period of six
months, such use shall be terminated.

Section 4. Subdivision 18 of Subsection U of Section 12.24 of the LAMC is deleted in its entirety.

Section 6. Subsection A of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is amended as follows:

A. Application. The provisions of this section shall apply to the districts established by
ordinance and to remain until said district is terminated in accordance with City Charter
Section 558, where the maintenance, drilling, re-drilling, and deepening of oil wells or the
production from the wells of oil, gases or other hydrocarbon substances are permitied a
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nonconforming use.

Zene—exeept—as—epeemea#y—erewded—here—te—ﬂqe—eenkapy— The prowsmns of thls sectlon

shall not apply to the location of subterranean gas holding areas or oil wells which are
operated as a public utlllty requlated by the California Publlc Utilities Commission and

Section 7. Subsection B of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is amended as follows:

“Controlled Drilling Site” shall mean that particular location within an oil drilling district
in an “Urbanized Area” upon which surface operations for the drilling, deepening or
operation of an oil well or any incidental operation are permitted-underthe-terms-of-this
section; subject to the conditions prescribed by written determination by the Zoning
Administrator.

“Drilling and Production Site in the Los Angeles City Oil Field Area” shall mean
locations within an oil drilling district in the “Los Angeles City Oil Field Area” upon which
surface operations for the drilling, deepening or operation of an oil well or any operation

incident thereto, are -permitted-under-the-terms-of this-section; subject to the conditions

prescribed by written determination by the Zoning Administrator.

“Los Angeles City Oil Field Area” shall mean all land in the City within the areas
identified on the maps in Ordinance No. 156,166 located in Council File No. 80-3951 and
shall include all oil producing zones beneath those areas but no deeper than the third zone
beneath the surface of the earth.

“Nonurbanized Area” shall mean all those portions of the City which the City Planning
Commission or Council has determined will not be detrimentally affected by the drilling,
maintenance, or operation of oil wells. In making its determination, the City Planning
Commission, or the Council on appeal, shall give due consideration to the amount of land
subdivided, the physical improvements, the density of population and the zoning of the
district.

“Qil Well” shall mean any well or hole already drilled, being drilled or to be drilled into
the surface of the earth which is used or intended to be used in connection with coring, or
the drilling for prospecting for or producing petroleum, natural gas or other hydrocarbon
substances, or is used or intended to be used for the subsurface injection into the earth of
oil field waste, gases, water or liquid substances, including any such existing hole, well or
casing which has not been abandoned in accordance with the requirements of Article 7 of
Chapter 5 of this the Los Angeles Fire Code except any well operated by a public utility

requlated by the California Public Utilities Commision.

“Qil Well Class | or A” shall mean any oil well drilled, conditioned, arranged, used or
intended to be used for the production of petroleum.

“Oil Well Class Il or B” shall mean any oil well drilled, conditioned, arranged, used or

intended to be used only for the subsurface injection into the earth of oil field waste, gases,
water or liquid substances.
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“Producing Zone” shall mean a reservoir or series of reservoirs of sufficient thickness
and productivity of hydrocarbons as to form an economic source of supply and which is
segregated from other reservoirs or series of reservoirs by natural boundaries or barriers
to such an extent as to make its separate development either economically or
mechanically desirable in accordance with good oil field practice.

“Urbanized Area” shall mean all land in the City, except land in the M3 Zone, and land
which has been determined to be “Nonurbanized Area” by the City Planning Commission
or Council or land located in the “Los Angeles City Oil Field Area”.

Section 8. Subsection C of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is deleted in its entirety.

C.

Section 9. Subsection D of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is deleted in its entirety.

D. (None) Regquirements-for Filing:
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Section 10. Subsection E of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is deleted in its entirety.

E. (None) Standard Conditions

August 2022 Page 6 of 23



CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

August 2022 Page 7 of 23



CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

August 2022 Page 8 of 23



CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

August 2022 Page 9 of 23



CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

August 2022 Page 10 of 23



CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

August 2022 Page 11 of 23



CPC-2022-4864-CA
CF 17-0447

Section 11. Subsection F of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is deleted in its entirety.
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Section 12. Subsection G of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is deleted in its entirety.
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Section 16. Subsection K of Section 13.01 of the LAMC is amended as follows.

K. Maintenance of Drilling and Production Sites. Effective-August1:1962,-tThe following
regulations shall apply to existing nonconforming and-future oil wells within the City of Los
Angeles, including oil wells operating pursuant to any zone variance, whether by
ordinance or approval of a Zoning Administrator, and all oil wells in an M3 Zone which are
within 500 feet of a more restrictive zone, until such uses are required to cease operations
pursuant to LAMC Section 12.23 C.4:

1. All stationary drilling and service rigs derricks, including their floors and
foundations, shall be removed within 30 days after completion or abandonment of
the well (notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code to the contrary)-erby

2. The motors, engines, pumps and tanks of all such oil wells shall be sealed so that
no offensive or obnoxious odor or fumes can be readily detected from any point on
adjacent property.
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3. The well pumping equipment for such wells shall be muffled or soundproofed so
that the noise emanating therefrom, measured from any point on adjacent
property, is no more audible than surrounding street traffic, commercial or
industrial noises measured at the same point.

4. The maximum height of the pumping units for such wells shall not exceed 15 feet
above existing grade level.

5. The site of such wells shall be so landscaped, fenced or concealed that the well
and all of its appurtenant apparatus is reasonably protected against public entry,
observation or attraction.
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