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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Andrew Salimian 5/4/2026



 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 

  
THOSE PORTIONS OF PARCEL “A” OF PARCEL MAP LA NO. 2786 IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS PER MAP FILED IN BOOK 52, PAGE 61 OF 
PARCEL MAPS, IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY, ALONG WITH LOTS 
1 AND 2 OF TRACT NO. 14895, AS PER MAP RECORDED IN BOOK 405, PAGE 44 OF MAPS, IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  
 
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF PARCEL “A” OF SAID PARCEL MAP; THENCE 

NORTH 11ᵒ 18’ 40” EAST 265.00 FEET TO THE NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID PARCEL”A”; 

THENCE SOUTH 78ᵒ 41’ 20” EAST ALONG THE NORTHWESTERLY LINE THEREOF 103.00 FEET; 

THENCE SOUTH 11ᵒ 18’ 49” WEST 265.00 FEET TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID PARCEL 

“A”; THENCE NORTWEST ALONG THE SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID PARCEL “A”, 103.00 FEET 

TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 



HCM Application – Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard 
 

Page 1 
 

CASA DE CADILLAC 

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS A & B 

7A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION  

Physical Description 

Casa de Cadillac is located at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard off Ventura Blvd in the Sherman Oaks 

neighborhood. 14401 W Ventura Blvd is a one- and two-story Mid-Century Modern auto 

showroom and service building with a stucco and red brick finish and a steel trim, with a flat 

roof, which is covered with rolled composition.  The front showroom wall is floor-to-ceiling glass 

with steel framing.  The front entry features a central flat glass door to the showroom.  A large 

wide two-story stucco clad post on the east side of the roof, known as the “Jewel Box” has neon 

script “Cadillac” on both sides.  Neon script “Casa de Cadillac” sits atop the wide eaves of the 

roof over the front facade.  

 

Additional architectural details include a central courtyard, often referred to as the “lanai,” 

visible through a second glass and steel curtain wall from the showroom.  This wall can be 

opened to allow vehicles to be brought in and out of the showroom.  The showroom and 

courtyard have built-in planters and a terrazzo floor in the former, and a slate floor in the latter. 

A staircase flanks the western side of the courtyard, with a single polished metal rail atop a solid 

balcony railing.  The stairway leads to a balcony with a simple four-rail metal railing that can be 

used to access various offices.  The courtyard has traditionally served as a waiting area and 

showroom entry and is visible from the street.  

 

The front roof extends out to the east and is supported by a thin steel pillar.  A white stucco wall 

extends to the east, connecting to a brick faced maintenance wing.  The maintenance wing has a 

row of transom windows and a row of clerestory windows facing Tyrone Avenue. Other 

industrial transom windows face Moorpark Street. On the western exposure of the maintenance 

wing, an entry provides access between the building and the parking garage. The entry is 

notched into the structure, and is defined by a simple Mid-Century Modern portico supported 

by a series of simple stucco fins. This architectural gesture reflects a design language more 

similar to the showroom portion of the building than the more utilitarian design of the 

maintenance wing. 

 

There are no secondary buildings.  

 

Notable Changes to Date 

 

Even though the “Casa de Cadillac” name was being used as early as 1950, according to 

advertisements, the signage from the original “Don Lee” name was not changed until January 

1958, when the new signage was installed by its maker, W. Heath & Company.  Several other 

changes occurred during that period, such as the addition of office space and non-street frontage 

canopies.  A “HUMMER” sign was added in 2003, but it was removed after General Motors 

stopped manufacturing that vehicle in 2009.  
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An accumulation of small changes to the showroom over the years were reversed in part in 2012 

when the ceiling was put back to its original design and the HVAC system was upgraded in the 

process and the front entry canopy on the west side of the building was restored to its earlier 

appearance.  Windows were also redone to replace non-original glazing that had been installed 

over the years.  The restoration work was chronicled in an article by Adrian Scott Fine in the Los 

Angeles Conservancy Newsletter for July/August 2013.1 

Full permit records are attached below. 

Character-Defining Features 

The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard is significant under local Criteria 1 as an example of 

a postwar auto showroom in Los Angeles County and legacy commercial business. Its character 

defining features include: 

 Design and layout adapting to the needs of selling and servicing the automobile during 

the period of significance (e.g. showroom close to the street with large expanses of glass, 

service bays accessible to the customers’ cars, prominent signage)  

 Demonstrates convenient automobile access from the street 

 Long term commercial location for the sale of Cadillac cars 

 Features iconic Cadillac sign and script Casa de Cadillac sign along canopy 

The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard is also significant under local Criteria 3 as an 

example of Mid-Century Modern commercial architecture in Sherman Oaks. Its character 

defining features include: 

 Simple geometric volumes 

 Double height glass wall façade 

 Side wall projecting above roofline to display “Cadillac” sign visible from the road 

 A flat roof with wide overhanging eaves  

 Floor-to-ceiling windows, flush and metal framed 

7B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard meets Criteria 1 for designation as a City of Los 

Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: it is identified with important events of national, state, 

or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or 

social history of the nation, state, city or community. The building also meets Criteria 3 for 

designation; it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 

construction. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Fine, Adrian Scott, "Casa de Cadillac's Road to Preservation," L.A. Conservancy Newsletter, July/August 2013. 
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Criteria 1 

Commercial Development and the Automobile 2  

As automobile ownership surged in the 1920s and 1930s, new property types such as gas 

stations, repair shops, drive-ins, and car dealerships became defining features of the Los 

Angeles region’s emerging auto-oriented landscape. The development of the freeway system and 

the Valley’s pre-existing grid of wide arterial roads made the San Fernando Valley an ideal 

setting for roadside commerce, transforming corridors such as Ventura Boulevard into major 

commercial thoroughfares. 

Within this context, the evolution of the automobile dealership from a downtown, streetcar-

adjacent enterprise to a boulevard-oriented business model reflects a shift in consumer behavior 

and urban form. By the mid-1930s, dealerships were intentionally sited along major roads 

where customers could easily arrive by car, and their architectural design emphasized horizontal 

layouts, expansive showrooms, rear service bays, and generous on-site parking.  

The property at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard, “Casa de Cadillac,” is associated with this 

transition, embodying the Valley’s role as a center of post-war roadside development. The corner 

on which Casa de Cadillac stands once had four “Casa” businesses related to automobile culture, 

including no longer extant gas station “Casa de Petrol”, roadside restaurant “Casa Burger,” and 

roadside car wash “Casa de Cascade.”3 According to Turnbull the intersection was known as the 

“Casa Corner.” The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard “Casa de Cadillac” is the only one of 

the four that remains.  

“Casa de Cadillac” is an exceptional and rare surviving example of a 1940s automobile 

showroom in the San Fernando Valley. Recognized as one of the most iconic commercial 

structures on Ventura Boulevard, Casa de Cadillac remains among the most intact and 

significant postwar auto showrooms in Los Angeles County.  

Commercial Identity  

Opened in 1949, Casa de Cadillac has operated continuously on Ventura Boulevard and is a well-

known landmark of San Fernando Valley Modernism. The property has operated as a Cadillac 

dealership for more than seven decades. 

 

 

                                                           
2 This section was prepared referencing SurveyLA, Los Angeles Historic Resources Survey. Los Angeles Citywide 
Historic Context Statement: Commercial Development, 1850–1980; Theme: Commercial Development and the 
Automobile, 1910–1970. Prepared for the City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Office of Historic 
Resources. August 2016. Accessed November 2025. https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-
bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf. 
 
3 Martin Turnbull, “Casa de Petrol Gas Station on the Southwest Corner of Ventura Blvd and Beverly Glen Blvd, 
Sherman Oaks,” June 7, 2024, accessed November 25, 2025, https://martinturnbull.com/2024/06/07/casa-de-
petrol-gas-station-on-the-southwest-corner-of-ventura-blvd-and-beverly-glen-blvd-sherman-oaks-2/ 

https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://martinturnbull.com/2024/06/07/casa-de-petrol-gas-station-on-the-southwest-corner-of-ventura-blvd-and-beverly-glen-blvd-sherman-oaks-2/
https://martinturnbull.com/2024/06/07/casa-de-petrol-gas-station-on-the-southwest-corner-of-ventura-blvd-and-beverly-glen-blvd-sherman-oaks-2/
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Criteria 3 

Mid-Century Modern Architecture Applied to Post War Auto Showroom 

The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard exemplifies the defining characteristics of Mid-

Century Modern architecture as applied to an automobile showroom. This commercial building 

type emerged during the postwar era as automobile ownership surged; suburbs expanded, and 

commercial development shifted toward major arterial corridors. Mid-Century Modernism is 

generally defined by “simple geometric volumes, unornamented wall surfaces, flat roofs with at 

times wide overhanging eaves, floor-to-ceiling windows, often flush-mounted metal framed, 

horizontal massing, and curved sweeping wall surfaces” 4 

Constructed in 1949 and designed by Randall Duel and Phillip A. Conklin, “Casa de Cadillac” 

reflects the architectural evolution in showroom design described in the Survey LA Modernism 

historic context. By the late 1940s, automobile dealerships increasingly embraced a subdued 

Mid-Century Modern design that highlighted transparency and the prominent display of cars 

from the street accentuating the automobile’s own character. “Casa de Cadillac” captures this 

shift through its expansive floor-to-ceiling glass façade, which creates a seamless visual line 

from the product on display to Ventura Boulevard. This transparent glass façade is beneath a 

projecting flat roof, emphasizing the building’s clean geometry and strong horizontal lines. 

The building’s distinctive Cadillac signage further reinforces its Mid-Century Modern identity. 

The tall, vertical sign functions both as a sculptural architectural feature and as a commercial 

wayfinding device. The script of the Casa de Cadillac sign, with its lettering echoing the style 

used on the 1949 Cadillac car, further highlights the brand’s commercial identity. 

The spatial organization of the building also reflects established characteristics of the property 

type. The showroom and sales offices occupy the front portion of the structure, addressing the 

street and prioritizing the visibility of the vehicles on display, while the service bays are 

positioned toward the rear. This configuration is consistent with postwar automobile showroom 

planning principles. 

Analysis of Historic Integrity 

Unlike the National and California Registers, the Cultural Heritage Ordinance makes no 

mention of concepts such as physical integrity or period of significance. However, in practice, for 

local evaluations the seven aspects of integrity used to determine National and California 

Register eligibility are similarly applied, and the threshold of integrity for individual eligibility is 

similar. 

Historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance and is defined as the 

“authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical 

                                                           
4 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Historic Resources Survey, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Architecture 
and Engineering; Sub-Context: L.A. Modernism, 1919–1980 (Prepared for the City of Los Angeles Department of 
City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, August 2021), 153, https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/4f67bd39-
631a-4f26-9a52-cd5809a66655/LA_Modernism_1919-1980.pdf. 

https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/4f67bd39-631a-4f26-9a52-cd5809a66655/LA_Modernism_1919-1980.pdf
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/4f67bd39-631a-4f26-9a52-cd5809a66655/LA_Modernism_1919-1980.pdf
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characteristics that existed during the property’s prehistoric or historic period.”5 The National 

Park Service defines seven aspects of integrity for historic resources. These are location, design, 

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The integrity of 14401 W Ventura 

Boulevard is evaluated below based on these seven aspects. The property’s period of significance 

is 1949, the year in which it was initially constructed. 

 Location: 14401 W Ventura Boulevard remains on its original site. It therefore retains 

integrity of location.  

 Design: Casa de Cadillac preserves the iconic “Jewel Box” storefront frontage at the 

southeast corner of the site. Later alterations and additions, mostly focused on auto 

servicing uses, have been designed to be sympathetic to the storefront. The primary 

character defining features and public facing design is largely unchanged, retaining 

integrity of design. 

Design: The design at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard retains the character defining 

features that reflect its Mid-Century Modern style applied to a post-war auto showroom. 

 Setting: The building was constructed in 1949 along Ventura Boulevard, a major 

commercial arterial street. Ventura Boulevard continues to be used as a major 

commercial street, comprised of simple low-rise structures, maintaining integrity of 

setting. 

 Materials: The stucco and brick volumes, glass-and-steel framing comprising the curtain 

wall and casement windows, and neon signage are all intact, retaining integrity of 

materials. 

 Workmanship: All three neon signs, custom designed for the showroom, have been 

maintained and are functional. The smooth stucco finish of the showroom has similarly 

been maintained to retain the original intent of the design. It therefore retains integrity 

of workmanship. 

 Feeling: The building exemplifies the feeling of a post-war commercial auto showroom 

built in the Mid-Century Modern style, retaining integrity of feeling. 

 Association: The properties continued use as a Cadillac showroom and dealership and 

retention of its historic signage large convey its original association.   

The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard retains integrity of location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. It therefore continues to convey its historic 

significance as a rare intact example of a Mid-Century Modern post-war automobile showroom. 

SurveyLA Finding 

The building at 14401 W Ventura Boulevard was documented in SurveyLA (with the address of 

14401 W Ventura Blvd, and the name “Don Lee Cadillac”). It was determined to be eligible at the 

National, State, and Local level. 

                                                           
5 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the 
National Register Nomination Form (Washington, D.C.: 1997), 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB16A-Complete.pdf (accessed November 2025). 
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Under Criteria 1 it is significant in the context of Commercial Development - 1850-1980; 

Commercial Development and the Automobile - 1910-1980; The Car and Car Services - 1910-

1960s; Commercial - Auto Related; Car Showroom as a significant property type and 

An excellent and rare example of a 1940s automobile showroom in the San Fernando 

Valley. The front portion of the building is the showroom and sales offices; the rear 

portion contains auto service bays. Casa de Cadillac is one of the most iconic 

commercial buildings on Ventura Boulevard and is one of the most significant postwar 

auto showrooms remaining in Los Angeles County.6 

It was also determined eligible under in the context of Commercial Development - 1850-1980; 

Commercial Identity - 1850-1980; as  

Long-time retail business in Sherman Oaks. Originally established in 1949 as Don Lee 

Cadillac; Don Lee had an exclusive distributorship agreement for all Cadillac sales in 

California from the early 1930s through World War II. The dealership changed 

ownership in the early 1950s and was renamed "Casa de Cadillac." It has been in 

continuous operation as a Cadillac dealership since 1949.7 

Additionally, it was determined eligible for Criteria 3 under the context of Architecture and 

Engineering - 1850-1980; L.A. Modernism - 1919-1980; Post-War Modernism - 1946-1976; Mid-

Century Modernism - 1945-1970; Commercial as an: 

Excellent example of Mid-Century Modern commercial architecture in Sherman Oaks. 

Designed by noted architect Randall Duell. Duell completed several high-profile 

commissions throughout Southern California during the 1920s and 1930s, most notably 

the Avalon Casino on Catalina Island. He worked as an art director at MGM Studios 

from 1937 to 1959 and was nominated for three Academy Awards. During this time, he 

continued to work as an architect, establishing his own practice in Santa Monica in 

1960 and specializing in theme park design. His design for Casa de Cadillac features a 

double-height glass box which clearly displays the automobiles on the showroom floor 

within. Eye-catching neon signage attracts passing motorists along Ventura 

Boulevard. In January 2013, Casa de Cadillac completed a historically sensitive 

renovation project that included replacing the non-original glazing on the front facade, 

thereby restoring the original 1949 look.8 

Historic Context  

Commercial Development and the Automobile  

In the SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement: Commercial Development and the 

Automobile, the Car Showroom is identified as a significant property type, with a recognized 

period of significance between 1920 and 1970. These buildings represent the ways in which the 

auto showroom developed in response to Los Angeles’ growing car culture. They illustrate how 

                                                           
6 Historic Places Los Angeles, Historic Resource Report: Don Lee Cadillac 14401 W Ventura Blvd, Accessed 
November 25, 2025, https://hpla.lacity.org/report/a2a783fb-5641-48cc-ae70-91a585cb363b. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 

https://hpla.lacity.org/report/a2a783fb-5641-48cc-ae70-91a585cb363b?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hpla.lacity.org/report/a2a783fb-5641-48cc-ae70-91a585cb363b
https://hpla.lacity.org/report/a2a783fb-5641-48cc-ae70-91a585cb363b
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both building design and site layout were shaped by the practical requirements of the 

automobile, as well as by the architectural trends and economic forces of the time.  

As automobile use surged in Los Angeles, auto-related architecture quickly became a familiar 

component of the cityscape. By the late 1920s, gas stations were among the most common 

building types in the region. These were soon joined by auto repair shops, car washes, drive-in 

restaurants, and car dealerships.9 

Early dealerships were concentrated in downtown Los Angeles, but the expansion of the freeway 

system opened access to the San Fernando Valley, transforming its agricultural character into 

what became “the new setting for a generation of auto-oriented design.”10 Widespread car 

ownership and the limited existing commercial buildings positioned the San Fernando Valley as 

a hub for roadside architecture in the postwar era.  

Despite its sparse development, the Valley was already organized around a grid of north–south 

and east–west roads that later became the primary corridors for roadside businesses. Ventura 

Boulevard emerged as the premier location for roadside commerce during the 1920s, while the 

north–south stretch of Sherman Way also developed into a commercial center due to its Pacific 

Electric stop. 11 

By the mid-1930s most potential customers already owned cars, so the establishment of the car 

dealership moved from downtown near a streetcar line to Boulevards where ease of auto access 

and parking was a core design factor.12 The showroom “placed itself on an arterial road and 

spread horizontally…common arrangements being a showroom in the front, complete with large 

expanses of glass, service bays to the rear, and adequate parking for cars and customer 

circulation.”13 Planning manuals of the period addressed specific considerations for the citing, 

design, and overall arrangement of automobile showrooms. One such guide advised that 

“Showrooms should be placed on the far side of an intersection on the homeward-bound side of 

a commuter route… There should be a procession of visual delights to greet customers: first the 

new cars… then the service wing… [and] the used car lot, arranged with the best models in 

front.”14  

In the early years of the postwar period, particularly the late 1940s and early 1950s, auto 

showrooms were often expressed through a restrained Mid-Century Modern design, employing 

flat roofs, minimal ornamentation, and large expanses of glass that displayed the cars within. 

                                                           
9 City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources. 2016. SurveyLA Citywide Historic 
Context Statement: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910–1970. Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles. 
10. https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-
b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf 
10 Ibid., 17. 
11 Ibid., 18. 
12 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 86-88, cited in SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement: Commercial 
Development and the Automobile, 36. 
13 Ibid., 37. 
14 City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources. 2016. SurveyLA Citywide Historic 
Context Statement: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910–1970. Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles. 
35. https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-
b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf. 

https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/3007ea6e-c4dd-42ec-bede-b109293f2873/CommercialDevelopmentandtheAutomobile_1910-1970.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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This style was used as a way to attract potential customers to the cars on display; the cars were 

meant to attract the most attention, subtly elevated by the architecture.   

Don Lee 

Donald Musgrove Lee was born in Lansing Michigan on August 12, 1880.  He came to California 

as a young man and acquired a Cadillac dealership around 1905.  The following year he also 

began selling another luxury car known as the Royal, until that company failed in 1911.  In 1919, 

Lee purchased the Earl Automobile Works of Hollywood, California. Harley Earl, the son of the 

company's owner, was kept on as manager. Renamed Don Lee Coach and Body Works, the 

company produced many custom designed Cadillacs for the rich and famous. Earl left the 

company to become the head of General Motors' styling department in 1927.  

Shortly after this acquisition, Don Lee became Cadillac’s primary West Coast/California 

distributor in the early 20th century, building a statewide network of Don Lee Cadillac 

dealerships, and helping to establish Cadillac’s commercial identity across both Northern and 

Southern California. By 1920, Cadillac founder Henry Leland would grant Don Lee exclusive 

distribution rights in the state of California. This arrangement gave Don Lee exclusive access to 

all Cadillacs delivered from Detroit, where he could sell them directly to consumers through his 

network of showrooms or sell them wholesale to third party dealerships. In 1921, the company 

completed the Don Lee Building, the largest automobile showroom in San Francisco’s historic 

Auto Row (National Register #01001179).15 

Having amassed a fortune selling automobiles, Lee branched out in broadcasting in 1926 when 

he purchased KFRC in San Francisco and relocated the station to the top floor of his Cadillac 

dealership at 1000 Van Ness Ave. In 1927 he purchased KHJ in Los Angeles. By mid-September 

1932, Lee also had full control of KDB, Santa Barbara, and KGB, San Diego.   

From 1929 to 1936, the 12-station Don Lee Network was affiliated with Columbia Broadcasting 

System. This venture was known as the Don Lee-Columbia Network. However, in 1936, CBS 

purchased KNX, along with some other West Coast stations. It also forged some new West Coast 

network alliances. This led to the Don Lee Network, later run by son Tommy Lee, to end its 

affiliation with CBS. Instead, on December 30, 1936, it became an affiliate of the Mutual 

Network. The two networks were known in newspaper ads as Don Lee-Mutual. Don Lee 

programs were offered to affiliates when Mutual had vacant time slots. The Don Lee Network 

was eventually sold to ABC Radio on April 26, 1959. Programs became part of ABC.   

In 1931 Lee was granted a license to begin experimental television broadcasts with station 

W6XAO in Los Angeles.  The station later became KTSL, KNXT and is currently KCBS-TV, the 

flagship West Coast station for the CBS television network. The ridge above the Hollywood sign, 

where Lee established his transmitter, is still known as "Mount Lee". 

After Don Lee passed away in Los Angeles on October 30, 1934, just 18 days after his 54th 

birthday, his business enterprises passed on to his 28 year old son, Tommy Lee.   

                                                           
15 Christopher VerPlank, "Lee, Don, Building," National Register of Historic Places nomination file, September 13, 
2001. 
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Tommy Lee 

Thomas Stewart Lee was born in Los Angeles on May 4, 1906.  His father was to later name his 

multi story Cadillac agency in Downtown Los Angeles “Thomas Cadillac”.  Due to his father’s 

sudden wealth, Tommy grew up in a big house with his mother, Etta, along with servants and 

nannies, but rarely with his busy father.  His parents divorced when he was 10 and his father 

married Annebelle Terbett, who he also divorced, four years later, after Tommy had been sent to 

school at the Hitchcock Military Academy in Deerfield Wisconsin.  Tommy did well academically 

but allegedly went AWOL a few times due to boredom.  He did carry on a spirited 

correspondence with his father, bringing the pair closer together.  

When he graduated from Hitchcock in 1924, at the age of 18, his father gave him a job at his 

namesake agency at 7th and Bixel Streets.  Besides that dealership, Don Lee had agencies in 

Pasadena (a contributing property to the Pasadena Playhouse Historic District)16, Oakland and 

San Francisco, along with satellite stores in at least 46 cities in California, run by friends and 

relatives.  

After his father’s death, there were ownership battles between him and his father’s three wives.  

The estate would not be completely settled until 1948.  Before the estate was settled, Tommy 

began spending money lavishly on his lifestyle and developed a passion for collecting exotic cars.  

He began participating in auto racing, another one of his father’s passions.  He also invested 

heavily in the broadcasting end of the business.  The technical aspects of radio television 

fascinated him.  So much so that he turned the real estate and Cadillac end of the business to his 

father’s long-time general manager, Joel Brown.  

Tommy and Joel Brown’s son, Willet, soon became close friends due to their mutual love of cars.  

They also had another friend, Frank Kurtis, who had worked as a body man for Don Lee since 

1925.  Kurtis soon became the manager of the Don Lee Coach works.  Kurtis was also a designer 

of both midget racers and Indy cars.  Tommy soon had Kurtis building midget racers for him as 

well.  Tommy was now a fixture in the custom car and racing community.  

He was also responsible for launching the careers of several female singers and starlets through 

his ownership of radio station KHJ.  He was frequently seen at some of the best nightspots, such 

as the Brown Derby’s and Ciro’s, with well-known entertainers, such as Joan Crawford, often 

arriving there is one of his stable of exotic cars. In 1945, the Don Lee Company purchased, under 

the supervision of Tommy, purchased a plot of land at the northwest corner of Vine Street and 

Fountain Avenue. It is here where the company would build the Don Lee Mutual Broadcast 

Building, “Hollywood’s oldest surviving studio building designed specifically for television 

broadcasting.”17 The building was completed in 1948 (one year before the completion of Casa de 

Cadillac) and operated continuously until 1993. It was identified in SurveyLA as appearing 

eligible for designation as a “Significant example of an industrial property associated with the 

                                                           
16 Leonard Kliwinski and James C. Wilson, “Pasadena Playhouse Historic District,” National Register of Historic 
Places nomination file, November 22, 1994. 
17 Haberkamp, Randy, “Don Lee Mutual Broadcasting Building To Become Academy Film Archive,” Hollywood 
Heritage, https://www.hollywoodheritage.com/newsarchive/summer01/Lee.html. 
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entertainment industry” under its more recent name, the Pickford Center for Motion Picture 

Study.18 

However, Tommy had a complicated and often contradictory personality.  He could be quite 

generous, such as when he opened his local repair shop at 7512 Santa Monica Boulevard to local 

hot rodders during World II and let them help themselves to gas-rationing coupons that he kept 

in a jar on the counter.  However, this type of behavior, along with others, probably arose from 

his always wanting to belong.  

The event that probably affected him most adversely was an accident that occurred in the early 

war years, when his car was T-boned on the driver’s side by another vehicle, leaving him 

hospitalized with painful spinal injuries that were to plague him for the rest of his life.  By the 

mid-1940s he was also suffering from mental problems.  He was spending money on cars, planes 

and the Shea Castle near Elizabeth Lake.  That and his deteriorating health prompted his 

business associates and his aunt, Don Lee’s sister, Nora S. Patee, to apply for guardianship of 

him and his assets, which was awarded to Patee in September of 1948.  

Meanwhile, General Motors’ Cadillac Division was unhappy with its old Don Lee distributorship, 

especially an arrangement where Tommy Lee received a percentage of the money from every 

Cadillac car and part sold in Southern California.  Cadillac started buying back dealerships and 

turning them into factory stores and then parceling them out to different franchisees, many of 

whom had worked with Lee, but under different rules.  In January 1948, it was announced that 

the Cadillac Division would buy out Thomas Cadillac in Los Angeles and the Lee dealerships in 

Oakland and San Francisco, leaving Tommy Lee with the showrooms in Burlingame, North 

Hollywood and San Diego.  

Before the conservatorship, Tommy had begun laying the groundwork for his new flagship 

dealership on Ventura Boulevard.  On October 10, 1948, the Los Angeles Times announced in 

Lynn Roger’s Automotive Highlights that: “Ground was broken last week in Sherman Oaks for 

the construction of an ultramodern sales and service building to house the facilities of Don Lee 

Motors Corp., Cadillac dealers for the San Fernando Valley area”.  

The article noted that Phil Conklin was there representing the architect, Randall Duell, along 

with the builder, Kersey Kinsey.  The article went on the say: “The new automobile headquarters 

will have a floor space area of 34,000 square feet, with approximately 25,000 feet allocated to 

the service department.  The “jewel case” showroom and the extensive service area, to be 

equipped with the very latest machinery, are indicative of the modern trend in motorcar 

merchandising planning…”  

 

Tommy Lee, who was still under his guardianship, opened the new showroom as “Don Lee 

Cadillac” in 1949, announcing that the luxury carmaker was confident in the sustained growth of 

the area and the prosperity of the business as a result of that growth.  The name was soon 

changed to “Casa de Cadillac”. 

                                                           
18 Historic Places Los Angeles, Historic Resource - Pickford Center for Motion Picture Study 1313 N VINE ST, 

Accessed April 30, 2026, https://hpla.lacity.org/report/16f71e6a-91a0-489f-9dd9-4502ab904430.  

https://hpla.lacity.org/report/16f71e6a-91a0-489f-9dd9-4502ab904430
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Despite his financial success, Tommy was slipping ever deeper into a growing depression.  His 

aunt had thought that he had improved enough to ask the court to end her guardianship of Lee’s 

person.  His business affairs were controlled by Willet Brown and Lewis Allen Weiss, who 

actually oversaw construction of the new dealership building.  In a July 5, 1949 court hearing 

three psychiatrist who had been working with Lee said that he had improved, but was not yet 

ready to take back control of his affairs.  His aunt had asked for the release of the guardianship, 

but Lee himself had opposed it.  Two days later the judge ruled that he should remain under the 

order.  

 

However, Lee was not confined in an institution and had freedom of movement.  On January 13, 

1950, Lee had his pilot fly him into Los Angeles from his place in La Quinta so that he could go 

to a dental appointment on the 11th floor of the Pellissier Building (HCM 118).  Once there he 

went to the 12th floor, went out on a fire escape and started smoking a cigarette.  He then 

plunged to his death, landing on a third floor roof of the building.  Thus ended the troubled life 

of Tommy Lee at 43 years of age.  

 

After Lee’s death, the business was owned and operated by veteran automobile dealer Martin 

Pollard, who remained in charge until his death in 1970.  The ownership of the property went 

back and forth between Don Lee Motors Corporation and the Pacific States Investment 

Corporation until 1958, then remaining under Don Lee Motors until June 21, 1976, when it was 

transferred to James N, and Barbara E. Wilson.  The property was placed in the Wilson Trust on 

August 13, 1987.  After several in-family transfers, the property was placed under the 14401 

Ventura Propco LLC, Attention: Susan Wilson Drake on February 2, 2023.  

 

Martin Pollard 

 

Martin Edward Pollard (1896-1970) was a Texan by birth, arriving in Los Angeles with his 

family in 1906.  He opened his first auto dealership in the San Fernando Valley in 1922. Upon 

Pollard’s takeover of Don Lee Cadillac in 1950, he changed the name to “Casa de Cadillac” – he 

would successfully run it for the next two decades. 

Besides the auto business, he was also a banker and a real estate developer in the valley.  He 

served as the president of the Los Angeles Airport Commission where he pressed for the 

development of new facilities.  He also served for many years on both the former Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority and the later Southern California Rapid transit District, having been 

appointed to those bodies by three governors.  He was politically active, in charge of financing 

Edmund G. “Pat” Brown’s successful campaigns for governor.  He was also a very successful 

fundraiser for various charities.  Just before his death, he had opened yet another valley auto 

dealership, Pollard, Witman, Robb Chevrolet in Van Nuys.  

Martin Pollard died in 1970 at the age of 73 and is buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park in 

Glendale. In 1972, the Los Angeles Public Library Martin Pollard Branch of Sherman Oaks was 

rededicated in his honor. 
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Mid-Century Modern Commercial Architecture 

Architect Randall Duell 

The building was designed by Randall A. Duell (1903-1992) and Phillip Arthur Conklin (1898-

1957).  Duell had started his career working for the partnership of Webber, Stanton and 

Spaulding after graduating from the U.S.C. School of Architecture in 1925.   During this early 

period, he worked on a number of important buildings, including the Avalon Casino on Catalina 

Island and the Harold Lloyd Estate {Greenacres} (HCM No. 279), and the Frary Dining Hall and 

adjacent residence halls at Pomona College. He and architect Sumner Spaulding collaborated in 

the design of the Atkinson residence in Bel Air, which was modeled after the Petit Trianon at 

Versailles.  

As construction declined during the Great Depression, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer hired Duell in 

1936 to design the set of the Capulet home in Irving Thalberg's production of Romeo and Juliet. 

In 1937, he joined the MGM art department in a full-time capacity. During his career as a 

motion picture art director, he was nominated for three Academy Awards in the category Best 

Art Direction.[2] He received screen credit for his work on 38 films, among them Ninotchka 

(1939), The Postman Always Rings Twice (1946), Intruder in the Dust (1949), and Singin' in the 

Rain (1952). Additionally, he worked on a number of motion pictures without film credit, among 

them The Wizard of Oz, 1939. He retired from MGM in 1959.  He went on to form his own 

company, going on to design many of the most iconic theme parks, including Magic Mountain in 

Valencia, the original Universal Studios tour, and Opryland in Nashville, Tennessee.  He passed 

away after a stroke on November 29, 1992, at the age of 89.  

During most of his career at MGM, Duell maintained an outside architectural practice and 

designed residential and commercial buildings in Southern California. Notable among his 

designs during this period is his design of Casa de Cadillac which is now considered a prime 

example of Mid-Century Modern architecture.  Conklin is frequently given credit along with 

Duell, but available records indicate that this may be a solo design by Duell.  The Los Angeles 

Times article quoted above notes that Phil Conklin at the groundbreaking representing Duell.  

The other evidence is that only Duell’s name appears on the building permit as the architect.  

Mid-Century Modern Style 

Casa de Cadillac’s restrained use of glass, stucco and metal through a simple rectilinear massing 

are characteristic of its Mid-Century Modern Style. The introduction of the open-air courtyard 

or “lanai” blurred indoor and outdoor spaces in a way that is characteristic with the style. Due to 

the building’s program however, the outdoor spaces are smaller and more restrained than 

residential Mid-Century Modern properties from this time period. 

Though the style is applied site-wide, the automobile service portions are markedly more 

restrained, appearing closer in style to a vernacular masonry industrial building. Nonetheless, 

window and entrance placement is intentional and geometric, indicative of the Modern style. 

The building was constructed at the time that the earliest Googies designs were being developed 

by John Lautner and others, later to be perfected by architects such as Louis L. Armét and Eldon 

C. Davis.  The cutting-edge modern design of the building was often compared to the many 
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Googie style restaurants that were being built in the 1950s and 1960s.  Heavily influenced by the 

Space Age ideals, these building are looked upon as iconic today.  Due to its striking design, Casa 

de Cadillac is often included in that genre. 

At closer look, it is devoid of most of the Googie treatments, such as upswept roofs, curvilinear, 

geometric shapes, rough textured surfaces, and space age design elements.  Its restrained use of 

glass, stucco and metal through a simple rectilinear massing more firmly place it in the design of 

Mid-Century Modern.  

Additional Context 

The land that Casa de Cadillac is on was a part the former Rancho Ex Mission de San Fernando, 

which was the subdivision of the land of the Mission San Fernando Rey de España, which was 

established in 1797 by Father Fermin La Suen.  The mission lands were established on the tribal 

lands of the First Peoples of Los Angeles. This site occurs where there is an overlap in the 

ancestral territorial boundaries of both the Gabrieleño Tongva and Fernandeño Tataviam19, but 

the predominant group were the Tataviam (people facing the sun), whose ancestral territory 

spanned the Simi, San Fernando, Santa Clarita, and Antelope Valleys. The nearby Los Angeles 

River, less than on quarter mile north of the current Casa de Cadillac site, was considered 

significant and important to both the Tataviam and the Tongva.20 The Tataviam name for the 

river was “Wanüt” or “Orít,” and the Tongva name was “Paayme Paxaayt,” translating to “west 

river.”21 

Eventually, 47,600 acres of the San Fernando Valley was purchased by a syndicate of land 

speculators under the name of “Los Angeles Suburban Homes Company”, in anticipation of the 

completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct, in 1913.  The syndicate, also known as the “Board of 

Control”, filed Tract No. 1000 in 1911.  One of the partners, “General” Moses Hazeltine Sherman, 

bought out his partners on 1000 acres.  In 1927, he began to subdivide his holdings, now known 

as Sherman Oaks.  

Sherman by then was selling his land for $780.00 an acre.  A portion of Lots 420, 421 and 426 of 

Tract 1000 was acquired by Federico and Giacinta Pertusati, who recorded Tract No. 9275 on 

April 25, 1928.  Lots 105 thru 118 of Tract 9275 were acquired by Don Lee Motors Corporation, 

which resubdivided them into two lot Tract No. 14895. After the new building was completed in 

1950.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
19 “Context: First Peoples of Los Angeles,” Los Angeles City Planning, Revised February 2025, 8. 
20 “Sherman Oaks - Studio City - Toluca Lake - Cahuenga Pass Community Plan Update,” Los Angeles City Planning, 
January 2026 Draft, 4. 
21 “Indigenous People of the LA River Basin,” LA River Master Plan, accessed April 30, 2026, 
https://larivermasterplan.org/about/river-history/indigenous-peoples-of-the-la-river-basin/. 
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Address: 13814 W VENTURA BLVD 

Name:   

Year built: 1947 

Architectural style: American Colonial Revival 

Context 1: 

Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: American Colonial Revival, 1895-1960 

Sub theme: American Colonial Revival, Late, 1940-1960 

Property type: Commercial 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: C/3/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent example of American Colonial Revival commercial architecture in Sherman Oaks. 

 

Address: 14401 W VENTURA BLVD 

Name:  Casa De Cadillac/Don Lee Cadillac 

Year built: 1949 

Architectural style: Modern, Mid-Century 

Context 1: 

Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980 

Sub context: L.A. Modernism, 1919-1980 

Theme: Post-War Modernism, 1946-1976 

Sub theme: Mid-Century Modernism, 1945-1970 

Property type: Commercial 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: C/3/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent example of Mid-Century Modern commercial architecture in Sherman Oaks. Designed by 
noted architect Randall Duell. Duell completed several high-profile commissions throughout Southern 
California during the 1920s and 1930s, most notably the Avalon Casino on Catalina Island. He worked 
as an art director at MGM Studios from 1937 to 1959 and was nominated for three Academy Awards. 
During this time he continued to work as an architect, establishing his own practice in Santa Monica in 
1960 and specializing in theme park design. His design for Casa de Cadillac features a double-height 
glass box which clearly displays the automobiles on the showroom floor within. Eye-catching neon 
signage attracts passing motorists along Ventura Boulevard. In January 2013, Casa de Cadillac 
completed a historically sensitive renovation project that included replacing the non-original glazing on 
the front facade, thereby restoring the original 1949 look. 

Context 2: 
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Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1980 

Sub theme: The Car and Car Services, 1910-1960s 

Property type: Commercial - Auto Related 

Property sub type: Car Showroom 

Criteria: A/C; 1/3; 1/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent and rare example of a 1940s automobile showroom in the San Fernando Valley. The front 
portion of the building is the showroom and sales offices; the rear portion contains auto service bays. 
Casa de Cadillac is one of the most iconic commercial buildings on Ventura Boulevard, and is one of the 
most significant postwar auto showrooms remaining in Los Angeles County. 

Context 3: 

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Commercial Identity, 1850-1980 

Sub theme: No SubTheme 

Property type: Commercial 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: A/1/1 

Status code: 5S3 

Reason: Long-time retail business in Sherman Oaks. Originally established in 1949 as Don Lee Cadillac; Don Lee 
had an exclusive distributorship agreement for all Cadillac sales in California from the early 1930s 
through World War II. The dealership changed ownership in the early 1950s and was renamed "Casa de 
Cadillac." It has been in continuous operation as a Cadillac dealership since 1949. Casa de Cadillac 
appears to meet local criteria only and may not meet the significance thresholds for National Register 
or California Register eligibility. 

 

Address: 14522 W VENTURA BLVD 

Name:  J.R.'s Jewelers Sign 

Year built: 1938 

Architectural style: Not Applicable 

Context 1: 

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Commercial Signs, 1906-1980 

Sub theme: Projecting Blade Signs, 1906-1980 

Property type: Commercial - Sign 

Property sub type: Projecting Blade Sign 

Criteria: A/1/1 & C/3/3 

Status code: 5S3 
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Please see CASA DE CADILLAC on page 6

Casa de Cadillac’s Road to Preservation
by Adrian Scott Fine

In the highly competitive car selling business, the latest model is essential to increased 
sales. The same idea applies to the dealership building itself, especially in recent years with 

convey their brand and desired corporate image. That is what makes the recent rehabilitation 
of Casa de Cadillac along Ventura Boulevard in Sherman Oaks, and the return of its jewel-box 
showroom, all the more remarkable. “You have to really, really like your building to want to 

design. The Los Angeles Times called its outdoor lanai and patio feature a “bold and typically 
Southern California innovation destined to become a model in automobile sales and service 

featured on the 1949 Cadillac model. It is a beloved signature element of the overall design. 

Curating the City Closes 
July 27 with Preserving 
Sprawl Panel, Followed 
by “Landmark THIS!” 
Workshop
by Flora Chou and Sarah Weber  

On Saturday, July 27
p.m., the Conservancy caps off our Curating 

-

will re-examine suburbanization and sprawl 
as a key chapter in the story of post-World 

-

-
vation, and sometimes complete demolition.

-

our panelists will offer insight into the history 
of their development and what they mean to 
the people who live there. 

Robert Bruegmann,
-

Illinois at Chicago and author of Sprawl: A 
Compact History; Kevin Roderick, author of 
The San Fernando Valley: America’s Suburb;
and D. J. Waldie, author of Holy Land: A 
Suburban Memoir about the development 

by author and architecture critic Alan Hess.

Conservancy News 2

Preservation Issues  3 

New Website and Logo   4, 5

Membership   7

Please see PANEL & WORKSHOP on page 6

The recently rehabilitated Casa de Cadillac on Ventura Boulevard. Photo by Jessica Hodgdon/L.A. Conservancy.
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CASA DE CADILLAC  continued from page 1

-

believes that “cars and buildings go through a similar period when they are not so cool, no 

was replaced and its mullion pattern, color, and overall design were altered. “It was really 
-

headed a nearly two-and-a-half year rehabilitation project. “We could have taken the easy 

-

image program is intent on obtaining a consistent look for its dealerships across the country. 

and all new infrastructure in place, the Casa everyone knows and loves is back. Unlike the 
gas-guzzling original cars that it displayed, Casa is also now sustainable, with the sensitive 
addition of solar rooftop panels.

the sound of that!

1959 Cadillacs on display in this historic view of Casa de Cadillac. Photo from Conservancy archives.

PANEL & WORKSHOP continued from page 1

-

The event includes a breakfast recep-
tion before the program and a booksign-
ing with the panelists afterward. Space
is limited, so registration is required.

-

-

-
sentation has been provided by the Getty 

Landmark THIS! Workshop

-

will offer a Landmark THIS! workshop
on how to nominate a building or site for 
local landmark designation. 

This hands-on, interactive session 
will walk participants through writing 

-
essary information, and navigating the 

resources and use local sites as practice 
examples.

Space is limited to -
ple
an active interest in completing a local 
landmark nomination. 

-

-
als and refreshments. If you know of a 

protected with landmark status, we hope 
to see you at the workshop!

To register for either or both events, 
please visit laconservancy.org.



Building Permit History 
14401 Ventura Boulevard 

Sherman Oaks 
 

August 9, 1948: Building Permit No. VN16030 to construct a  2 
story masonry automobile agency on Lots 111 to 118 & vacated 
street of Tract No. 9245, Pertusati Property. 
Owner: Thomas S. Lee Enterprises 
Architect: Randall Duell 
Engineer: S. R. Barnes 
Contractor: Kersey & Kinsey 
Cost: $325,000.00 

 
October 18, 1948: Building Permit No. VN27666 to construct second portion of a 2 

story masonry automobile agency on Lots 111 to 118 & vacated 
street of Tract No. 7245. 
Owner: Thomas S. Lee Enterprises 
Architect: Randall Duell 
Engineer: S. R. Barnes 
Contractor: Kersey & Kinsey 
Cost: $235,000.00 

April 27, 1949: Building Permit No. LA14278 for the installation of four single 
face signs (A) 
sq. ft. Wt/ 300 lbs.  (B)  signs exactly 
same (B) approx. 684 sq. ft. total at/3500 lbs. on.  One (C) reads 

 at 150 lbs. 
Owner: Don Lee, Inc. 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Electrical Product Corp. 
Cost: $2,500.00 

April 27, 1949: 
stud walls inside & include 2 hr. fire walls & ceiling, 1 class fire 
door Interior alteration only.  
Owner: Don Lee Enterprises 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Kersey & Kinsey 
Cost: $450.00 



August 1, 1949: Building Permit No. LA17824 to install neon sign approx. 2,000 
lbs. on roof.  {Permit almost illegible.}  
Owner: Don Lee Enterprises 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Electrical Prod. Corp. 
Cost: $2,000.00 

November 28, 1950: Building Permit No. VN22766 for new fixed pane windows in 
steel frame  one only size 5 -0  wide X 5 -8  high on West 
side office #6 
Owner: Casa de Cadillac 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Royal Roof Co. 
Cost $9,800.00 

January 5, 1951: Building Permit No. VN00191 to extend center of offices on 
pening for window 

in North wall. 
Owner: Martin D. Pollard 
Architect: Randall Duell 
Engineer: S. R. Barnes 
Contractor: Kersey & Kinsey 
Cost: $300.00 

January 7, 1952: Building Permit No. VN19137 for remodel of reception counter 
and addition of one office (Temporary partitions). 
Owner: Pacific States Investment Corp. 
Architect: Walter G. Benedict 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Kersey Kinsey Co. 
Cost: $2,000.  

December 15, 1954: Building Permit No. VN90192 to add one 10- -
- . 

Owner: Martin Pollard Co. 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Raymond H. Deddens 
Contractor: Kersey Kinsey Co. 
Cost: $4,000.00 



February 17, 1955: Building Permit No. VN94800 to add canopy over West 
side entrance to auto agency. 
Owner: Martin Pollard 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Raymond Deddens 
Contractor: Kersey Kinsey Co. 
Cost: $600.00 

September 25, 1957: Building Permit No. LA68080 to 
incombustible canopy to rear of new cars & service building. 
Owner: Pacific States Investment Co. 
Architect: Alfred Booke 
Engineer: Edmund Deddens 
Contractor: Kersey Kinsey Co. 
Cost: $5,000.00 

January 31, 1958: Building Permit No. LA92348 to add 
letters using incombustible materials. Casa de Cadillac 
Owner: Casa de Cadillac 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: W. Heath & Co., Inc. 
Cost: $800.00 

March 24, 1958: Building Permit No. LA96205 to add 
letters on West side canopy, incombustible.  
Owner: Casa de Cadillac 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: W. Heath & Co., Inc. 
Cost: $800.00 

January 20, 1960: Building Permit No. VN50337 to add an interior partition. 
Owner: Martin Pollard 
Architect: Joe B. Jordan 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Kersey Kinsey Co. 
Cost: $1,000.00 



January 25, 1963: Building Permit No. VN23329 
cashier office. 
Owner: Martin Pollard  
Architect: Larsen, Kahn & Farrell 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Owner 
Cost: $2,500.00 

July 10, 1965: Building Permit No. LA98908 to 
metal & plastic, illuminated, facing Tyrone Avenue. 
Owner: Casa de Cadillac  
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Floodlite Service, Inc. 
Cost: $350.00 

July 14, 1981: Building Permit No. VN30883 for addition of offices interior 2nd 
 

Owner: Martin Pollard Co. 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Clark W. Robins 
Contractor: Tritle Const. 
Cost: $10,000.00 

October 27, 1987:  high 
steel pole sign at West end of property. 
Owner: Valley Daihatsu 
Architect: None 
Engineer: J. Z. Hajak 
Contractor: Heath & Co.  
Cost: $376.00 

November 5, 1987: Electrical Permit No. 1187S6961 to install conduit to existing 
spare circuit on roof of existing used car building and to install 
conduit underground to new sign pole. 
Owner: Casa de Cadillac 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Valley Flood-Lite Service, Inc. 
Cost: Not Shown 



March 12, 1997: Building Permit No. 1997VN14063 to reroof: Remove existing 
& apply new B.U.R. roof (65sq) 
Owner: Casa de Cadillac 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Royal Roof Co. 
Cost $9,800.00 

January 3, 2003: Building Permit No. VN22502 for addition of 2 sets of 
illuminated channel l

. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees  
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Icon Identity Solutions, Inc. 
Cost: $3,200.00 

March 20, 2003: Building Permit No. VN26489 for interior tenant improvement: 

electrical equipment room eliminating a garage door to one 
service bay. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: David H. Rider 
Engineer: John H. Pao and Scott John Walter 
Contractor: Violé T. Construction Co. 
Cost: $2,000.00 

March 20, 2003: Building Permit No. VN26491 for use of land to restripe portion 
of surface parking. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: David H. Rider 
Engineer: John H. Pao and Scott John Walter 
Contractor: Violé T. Construction Co. 
Cost: $301.00 



November 3, 2003: Building Permit No. VN39907 as a supplement to Permit 

equipment room within existing auto repair garage. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: David H. Rider 
Engineer: John H. Pao and Scott John Walter 
Contractor: Violé T. Construction Co. 
Cost: $301.00 

July 27, 2010: Building Permit No. VN74520 to convert 509 SF of existing 
office into customer lounge.  Remove a partition wall.  Al 
structural columns and walls will remain.  Update a part of ramp 
and whole bathrooms to comply with disabled access 
requirement.. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc.. 
Cost: $50,000.00 

November 1, 2010: Plumbing Permit No. WO04302371 to relocate 24 head TI fire 
sprinkler (0ne to one relocate). 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Millennium Generation, Inc. 
Cost: Not Shown 

January 18, 2011: Mechanical Permit No. WO14400615 to install 2 HVAC  
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Temperature Control 
Cost: Not Shown 



\ 

February 18, 2011: Building Permit No. VN83243 for interior remodel to add 
service offices and customer service area.  Non-bearing 
partitions and new window. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Tenant: Casa de Cadillac 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $175,000.00 

March 9, 2011: Building Permit No. VN83575 for supplemental permit to 
2011VN83243 to add door to window opening, 
design.   
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: Steven William Mezey 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $1,200.00 

June 15, 2011: Building Permit No. VN88355 for interior T. I. to existing 
service/parts area.  Non-bearing partitions creating new staging 
area and transaction area. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $10,000.00 

June 15, 2011: Building Permit No. VN92126 for supplemental permit to revise 
 

Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $501.00 



June 23, 2011: Electrical Permit No. WO14113133 to install three branch 
circuits with five duplex receptacle outlets, replace two light 
fixtures and install five LV data jacks. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: City Electric 
Cost: Not Shown 

August 16, 2011: Electrical Permit No. WO14117397 for underground conduit for 
future planned installation under separate permit.  Building 
Permit No. 2011VN92196. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: City Electric 
Cost: Not Shown 

August 22, 2011: Electrical Permit No. WO14117830 for low voltage conduit 
installation. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: City Electric 
Cost: Not Shown 

September 13, 2011: Mechanical Permit No. WO14410445 for replacement of a 
HVAC system. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Temperature Control 
Cost: Not Shown 

September 27, 2011: 
to roof, use for 3 of 8 new HVAC condensate drains for 8 small 
fan coil units, others to drain into planters or existing traps. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Westland Plumbing Co. 
Cost: Not Shown 



October 26, 2011: Building Permit No. VN94593 to reroof with Class A or B 
material weighing less than 6 pound per sq. ft.  A Cool Roof, 
labeled and certified by CRRC, is required for re-roofing of all 
non-residential buildings with roof sloping 16.7% or less, per 
Section 149(b) of Title 24. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Flintridge Roof Company. 
Cost: $77,500.00 

December 30, 2011: Plumbing Permit No. WO14222990 to run the gas for wall 
heater and run the drain for air conditioning. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Westland Plumbing Co. 
Cost: Not Shown 

March 21, 2012: Building Permit No. VN00754 repair existing stucco, add new 
reception counter at reception area. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $70,000.00 

March 28, 2012: Mechanical Permit No. WO24403217 for replacement of 2 ton 

evaporative cooler over parts area, installation of a evaporative 
cooler over customer service area and installation of a ceiling 
mount heater. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Temperature Control 
Cost: Not Shown 



July 10, 2012: Building Permit No. VN06341 to remodel existing front entry 
canopy on West facade. (Site plan notes: Phase III Showroom 
ceiling remodel & showroom window replacement under 
separate permit.) 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $50,000.00 

July 10, 2012: Building Permit No. VN06342 for nonstructural interior work in 
showroom to replace part of drywall and ceiling. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: Michael Anthony Zakian 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Levonian Construction Company, Inc. 
Cost: $12,000.00 

August 30, 2012: Building Permit No. VN08461 to install HVAC condenser & 
platform on the roof. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Nadim Michel Rubeiz 
Contractor: Levonian Construction, Inc. 
Cost: $2,000.00 

January 16, 2013: Building Permit No. VN51189 for change of contractor to install 
HVAC condenser & platform on the roof. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Nadim Michel Rubeiz 
Contractor: The Carvist Corporation 
Cost: $0.00 



January 16, 2013: Building Permit No. VN51190 for supplemental permit to revise 
depth and structural details retaining walls. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Jon Alan Irvine and Atanas Steryo 
Contractor: Owner-Builder 
Cost: $10,000.00 

May 14, 2013: Electrical Permit No. WO34112574 to rework existing branch 
circuits mechanical/HVAC units. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Pyloon Inc. 
Cost: Not Shown 

October 11, 2021: Electrical Permit No. WO14172127 for installing 4 EV chargers 
and conduit and and wire at Casa de Cadillac car dealership. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Starwest Electric Inc. 
Cost: Not Shown 

December 15, 2023: Pressure Vessel Permit No. WO34500592 to install secure 
compressor. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Dealer Equipment Repair 
Cost: Not Shown 

December 151, 2023: Pressure Vessel Permit No. WO34500593 to install 3 lifts. 
Owner: James N. and Barbara F. Wilson, Trustees 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Dealer Equipment Repair 
Cost: Not Shown 































































































































































































































































Casa de Cadillac 
Photographs 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, September 25, 2024 (Photograph by Steve Vilarino) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, October 2, 2023 (Photograph by Steve Vilarino) 

 
 



 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2009 (Photograph by Chris Green) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, c1959 (Photographer unknown) 

 
 



 

 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, February 12, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, February 12, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, February 12, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, West facade, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, February 12, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, showing neon, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, June 13, 2012 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Don Lee Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard,1949 (Postcard photo) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, neon view, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, June 18, 2012 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, service wing, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, February 12, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 

 
Casa de Cadillac, service entrance, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2009 (Photograph by Chris Green) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, rear of service wing, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2009 (Photograph by Chris Green) 



 

 
Casa de Cadillac, service wing window, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2009 (Photograph by Chris Green) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, service area, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, 1952 (Photographer unknown) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, rear of building, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, 1952 (Photographer Unknown) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, Martin Pollard, owner, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, c1963 (Photographer unknown) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac showroom at Christmas time, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, December 1959 (Photographer unknown) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2009 (Photograph by Chris Green) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, December 19, 2011 (Photograph by Steve Vilarino) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, Fall 1966 (Photographer Unknown) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, Showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, March 3, 2012 (Photograph by Chris Green) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, early view of central courtyard, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, unknown date (Photographer unknown) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, central courtyard seen from showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, 1985 (Photograph by Tom Gardner) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, October 2, 2023 (Photograph by Steve Vilarino) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, October 2, 2023 (Photograph by Steve Vilarino) 

 



 

 
Casa de Cadillac, central courtyard or lanai, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, May 16, 2005 (Photograph by Larry Underhill) 



 

 
Casa de Cadillac, courtyard looking in to showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2000 (Photograph by Larry Underhill) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, courtyard seen from street, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, February 12, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, central courtyard or lanai, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, May 16, 2005 (Photograph by Chris Green) 

 



 
Mod Com in Casa de Cadillac, boardroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, May 16, 2005 (Photograph by Larry Underhill) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, boardroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, May 16, 2005 (Photograph by Larry Underhill) 

 



 
Casa de Cadillac, boardroom bar glass etching, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, May 16, 2005 (Photograph by Larry Underhill) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, parking lot view, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, November 26, 2009 (Photograph by Chris Green) 



 

Restoration work as it was being done at Casa de Cadillac 

 
Casa de Cadillac, ceiling removed from showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, September 28, 2012 (Photograph by Steve Vilerino) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac, glass removed from showroom, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, October 14, 2012 (Photograph by Chris Nichols) 



 

 
Casa de Cadillac, terrazzo floor protected during work, 14401 Ventura Blvd, September 28, 2012 (Photograph by Steve Vilerino) 

 

 
Casa de Cadillac,New electri Cadillac on showroom terrazzo, 14401 Ventura Blvd, September 25, 2024 (Steve Vilarino Photo) 



 
 
 

 
Casa de Cadillac, showroom at with new signage, 14401 Ventura Boulevard, January1958 (Photographer unknown) 
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PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 166-5A151 296

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 53,799.2 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 562 - GRID A4

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 2265014017

 Tract TR 14895

 Map Reference M B 406-44

 Block None

 Lot 2

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 165B153

  166-5A151

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Sherman Oaks - Studio City - Toluca Lake - Cahuenga Pass

 Area Planning Commission South Valley APC

 Neighborhood Council SHERMAN OAKS NC

 Council District CD 4 - Nithya Raman

 Census Tract # 1412.01000000

 LADBS District Office Van Nuys

 Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

 Administrative Review None

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning C2-1L

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-1729 Specific Plan: Ventura/Cahuenga Boulevard Corridor

  ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

  ZI-2517 Al Fresco Ordinance within Planning Overlay and/or the 
Coastal Zone (Ordinance 188073)

  ZI-2512 Housing Element Sites

 General Plan Land Use Community Commercial

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Minimum Density Requirement Yes (Citywide)

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area VENTURA / CAHUENGA BOULEVARD CORRIDOR

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 HistoricPlacesLA Yes

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

      CPIO Historic Preservation Review No

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

14401 W VENTURA BLVD

 

ZIP CODES

91423

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

ENV-2026-4303-CE

CHC-2026-4302-HCM

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-9708

CPC-2023-1637-SP

CPC-2008-3125-CA

CPC-1999-1-SP

CPC-1985-382-MOR

CPC-1985-381

CPC-1980-29224

CPC-1980-29223

CPC-156378

ORD-59574

ORD-188816

ORD-185650

ORD-184381

ORD-174052

ORD-171240

ORD-168644

ORD-166837

ORD-166560

ORD-165290

ORD-156378

ORD-154553

DIR-2016-1896-DI

DIR-2002-6947-SPP

AA-2002-2140-PMEX

ENV-2023-1638-CE

ENV-2016-1897-CE

ENV-2016-1787-ND

ENV-2002-6948-CE

PKG-697

OB-11451

OB-11450

AF-03-0649358

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RBP: Restaurant Beverage Program Eligible 
Area

General (RBPA)

 ASP: Alcohol Sales Program No

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 AB 2334: Very Low Vehicle Travel Area Yes

 AB 2097: Within a half mile of a Major Transit 
Stop

Yes

 Streetscape Sherman Oaks

 Adaptive Reuse Subareas No

 Adaptive Reuse Program Citywide Adaptive Reuse Program

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Neighborhood Sherman Oaks

      Residential Market Area Low

      Commercial Market Area Medium

 Inclusionary Housing No

 Local Affordable Housing Incentive No

 Targeted Planting No

 Special Lot Line No

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 4

 Mixed Income Incentive Programs

      Transit Oriented Incentive Area (TOIA) 3

      Opportunity Corridors Incentive Area OC-3

      Corridor Transition Incentive Area Not Eligible

 TCAC Opportunity Area Highest 

 High Quality Transit Corridor (within 1/2 mile) Yes

 ED 1 Eligibility Eligible Site

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone None

 500 Ft Park Zone None

 Zanja System 1 Mile Buffer No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 2265014017

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 14401 VENTURA PROPCO LLC ET AL c/o C/O SUSAN W DRAKE

      Owner2 WILSON,JANICE L

      Address 14401  VENTURA BLVD 
SHERMAN OAKS CA 91423

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land 
Records)

 

      Owner WILSON FAMILY TRUST PROPERTIES II LLC

      Address 14401 VENTURA BLVD 
SHERMAN OAKS CA 91423

      Owner WILSON, JAMES N WILSON, BARBARA E

      Address 2114   FORGE RD 
SANTA BARBARA CA 93108

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 1.940 (ac)

 Use Code 2620 - Commercial - Auto, Recreation Equipment, Construction 
Equipment Sales and Service - New Car Sales and Service - One Story

 Assessed Land Val. $1,533,617

 Assessed Improvement Val. $666,935

 Last Owner Change 02/02/2023
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 Last Sale Amount $0

 Tax Rate Area 8849

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 7-890     

  649357    

  4-401     

  1297914   

  0981593   

  0462422   

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1949

      Building Class CX

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 24,311.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 2265014017]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Coastal Bluff Potential No

 Canyon Bluff Potential No

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Streams No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Sea Level Rise Area No

 Oil Well Adjacency No

 Universal Planning Review Service Applicability No

 Northeast D/Q Ordinance Ridgelines No

 Environmental

 Santa Monica Mountains Zone No

 Biological Resource Potential Low

 Mountain Lion Potential Low

 Monarch Butterfly Potential No

 300-Foot Habitat Buffer No

 County-Designated SEAs and CRAs No

 USFWS-designated CHAs No

 Criterion 1 Protected Areas for Wildlife (PAWs) No

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 4.7186088

      Nearest Fault (Name) Hollywood Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin
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      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 14.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 70.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.40000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area None

 Tsunami Hazard Area No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone None

 Jobs and Economic Development Incentive 
Zone (JEDI)

None

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 2265014017]

 Ellis Act Property No

 Just Cause For Eviction Ordinance (JCO) No

 Housing Crisis Act and Resident Protections 
Ordinance Replacement Review

Yes

 Housing Element Sites

      HE Replacement Required Yes

      SB 166 Units Appendix 4.1  0.98

  Rezoning Sites  0

 Housing Use within Prior 5 Years No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau Valley

           Division / Station Van Nuys

                Reporting District 985

 Fire Information  

      Bureau Valley    

           Battallion 10

                District / Fire Station 88

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2023-1637-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Description(s): An Amendment to a Specific Plan to Pursuant to LAMC Section 11.5.7 G

Case Number: CPC-2008-3125-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Description(s): THE ADDITION OF A RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY (RIO) DISTRICT AS SECTION 13.12 OF THE L.A.M.C. IN RESPONSE TO 
THE LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN (LARRMP) THAT WAS ADOPTED IN MAY 2007.  THIS 
SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT WOULD ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT ALONG WATERWAYS

Case Number: CPC-1999-1-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Description(s): AMENDMENTS TO THE VENTURA/CAHUENGA BLVD CORRIDOR SPEC PLAN FROM CORRIDOR PROPERTY EXTENDING 
FROM VALLEY CIRCLE BLVD ON THE WEST TO WOODROW WILSON DRIVE ON THE EAST.

Case Number: CPC-1985-382-MOR

Required Action(s): MOR-MORATORIUMS

Project Description(s): REENACT INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCES FOR VENTURA AND CAHUENGA BOULEVARDS BETWEEN BARHAM AND 
VALLEY CIRCLE BOULEVARDS IN THE COMMUNITIES OF STUDIO CITY, SHERMAN OAKS, ENCINO, TARZANA AND 
WOODLAND HILLS

 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE VENTURA-CAHUENGA BOULEVARD CORRIDOR SPECIFIC 
PLAN

Case Number: CPC-1985-381

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Description(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1980-29224

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Description(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1980-29223

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Description(s): 

Case Number: DIR-2016-1896-DI

Required Action(s): DI-DIRECTOR OF PLANNING INTERPRETATION

Project Description(s): A DIRECTOR'S INTERPRETATION PURSUANT TO SEC. 11.5.7(H)

Case Number: DIR-2002-6947-SPP

Required Action(s): SPP-SPECIFIC PLAN PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE

Project Description(s): PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE FOR INSTALLATION OF TWO NEW WALL SIGNS.

Case Number: AA-2002-2140-PMEX

Required Action(s): PMEX-PARCEL MAP EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT.

Case Number: ENV-2023-1638-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): An Amendment to a Specific Plan to Pursuant to LAMC Section 11.5.7 G

Case Number: ENV-2016-1897-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): A DIRECTOR'S INTERPRETATION PURSUANT TO SEC. 11.5.7(H)

Case Number: ENV-2016-1787-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Description(s): ENVIRONMENTAL NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Case Number: ENV-2002-6948-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): PROJECT PERMIT COMPLIANCE FOR INSTALLATION OF TWO NEW WALL SIGNS.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-9708

CPC-156378

ORD-59574
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ORD-188816

ORD-185650

ORD-184381

ORD-174052

ORD-171240

ORD-168644

ORD-166837

ORD-166560

ORD-165290

ORD-156378

ORD-154553

PKG-697

OB-11451

OB-11450

AF-03-0649358
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC 6 2020 Color-Ortho 08/19/2026
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 14401 W VENTURA BLVD Tract: TR 14895 Zoning: C2-1L

APN: 2265014017 Block: None General Plan: Community Commercial

PIN #: 166-5A151 296 Lot: 2  

 Arb: None  


	Casa de Cadillac, HCM Full Application Resubmitted 5-4-2026
	LEGAL DESCRIPTION
	Casa de Cadillac, HCM Full Application

	CHC-2026-4302-HCM_PPR

	Proposed Monument Name: Casa de Cadillac
	Name Description: [Current name of property]
	Associated names: Don Lee Cadillac (1949-50)
	Street Address0: 14401 Ventura Boulevard
	Zip: 91423
	CD: 4
	Range of Addresses on Property: 14401-14413 Ventura Blvd., see below
	Community Name: Sherman Oaks
	Assessor Parcel Number: 2265-014-017
	Tract: Tract No. 14895
	Block: N/A
	Lot: 2 & ptn 1
	Identification cont'd: 406 MB 44, Also portion of Parcel "A," Parcel Map-LA No.2786, Book 52 PM 61
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: Range of addressed continues: 4401-4409 Tyrone Avenue & 14316-14344 Moorpark Street
	Year Built: 1948
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [None]
	ArchitectDesigner: Randall A. Duell & Philip A. Conklin (A) & S. C. Barnes (E)
	Contractor: Kersey Kinsey Company
	Original use: Cadillac Dealership
	Present use: Cadillac Dealership
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Mid-Century Modernism]
	Stories: 
	Plan Shape: [Select]
	Primary Construction Type: [Steel]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Steel]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Glass skin]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Stucco, smooth]
	Primary Shape: [Flat]
	Secondary Shape: [Flat]
	Primary Roof: [Clay tile, rounded]
	Secondary Roof: [Rolled asphalt]
	Primary Window Type: [Floor-to-Ceiling]
	Secondary Window Type: [Fixed]
	Primary Window Material: [Steel]
	Secondary Window Material: [Steel]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Centered]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Glass]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 1955&57
	AS Summary 1: Extra canopies added over side entrance and rear of new car & service building.
	AS Date 2: 1958
	AS Summary 2: Signage changed from "Don Lee Cadillac" to "Casa de Cadillac".
	AS Date 3: 1981
	AS Summary 3: Additional offices added.
	AS Date 4: 1995
	AS Summary 4: Minor exterior changes (reversed in 2012-13)  Building reroofed in kind in 1997.
	AS Date 5: 2010
	AS Summary 5: One office converted to customer lounge and bathrooms modified for ADA.
	AS Date 6: 2011
	AS Summary 6: Interior remodel to add service offices and customer service area. Non-bearing partitions
	AS Date 7: 2011
	AS Summary 7: Roof modified to have slight slope for drainage.
	AS Date 8: 2012
	AS Summary 8: Nonstructural interior work in showroom to replace part of drywall and ceiling.
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: SurveyLA
	Survey Name2: SurveyLA 3S; 3CS; 5S3
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Yes
	Criterion 2: 
	Criterion 3: Yes
	Contact Name1: Andrew Salimian
	Company1: Los Angeles Conservancy
	Contact St Address1: 500 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1640
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90071
	Phone1: 213-430-4203
	Email1: asalimian@laconservancy.org
	Owner Supported: Unkown
	Contact Name2: 14401 Ventura Propco LLC, Attn: Susan Drake Wilson
	Company2: 
	Contact St Address2: 14401 W Ventura Boulevard
	ContactCity2: Sherman Oaks
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 91423-2606
	Phone2: 855-926-7629
	Email2: 
	Contact Name3: Charles J. Fisher
	Company3: 
	Contact St Address3: 140 S. Avenue 57
	ContactCity3: Highland Park
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 90042
	Phone3: 323-240-8132
	Email3: arroyoseco@hotmail.com
	Check1: Yes
	check5: Yes
	check2: Yes
	check6: Yes
	check3: Yes
	check7: Yes
	check4: Yes
	check8: Yes
	check9: Yes
	checkA: Yes
	checkB: Yes
	checkC: Yes


