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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

Ϯ. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

ϯ. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
ϮϮ1 E. &igueroa ^t.͕�^te.�1ϯϱϬ 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲϴϳϰͲϯϲϳϵ 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Steven Luftman

10-7-2025



 Sparkletts Bottling Plant / 4500 E Lincoln Avenue 

Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet 

A. Property Description  

Site 

The Sparkletts Bottling Plant, situated at 4500 E. Lincoln Avenue, is near the northern border of Highland 
Park and the southern edge of Eagle Rock in Northeast Los Angeles, approximately five miles north of 
downtown. The area is referred to as the York Valley, and from the time the subject building was built in 1929 
both the Eagle Rock and Highland Park communities have proudly considered it their own.1 The Sparkletts 
Bottling Plant occupies a portion of four rectangular lots (APN 5474027021), lots 17, 18, 24, and 25 of the 1920 
3583 Tract. The four lots measure approximately 149,075 square feet. 

The subject building is situated on the south side of Lincoln Avenue (originally Lincoln Way) between Avenue 
45 and Avenue 46 from the west to east. Most of the building’s north walls are set directly at the sidewalk. The 
primary entrance, set back sixteen feet from the sidewalk, is framed by a pair of mature Mexican Fan Palms 
(Washingtonia Robusta). Along the sidewalk to the north of the entry stairs is a low hedge. A wrought iron 
security fence with a pedestrian gate lies at the top of a set of stairs directly in front of the entry portico.  

The building’s lot gently slopes, rising to the east and south. Behind the building, the site is bounded by hillside 
residential areas, including the Mount Washington area of Los Angeles. To the west of the building, a concrete 
wall encloses the property on its northern and western sides, extending along the sidewalk. On Avenue 45, 
which adjoins the west side of the property, a wide driveway, equipped with a steel gate, provides access to the 
property. 

The east-facing façade is fronted by a parking area, surrounded by a chain link fence at the sidewalk. A single 
mature Mexican Fan Palm fronts the building to the south of a garage-sized door. 

The Sparkletts Bottling Plant is surrounded by Low and Medium Density Residential areas on its east, west, and 
south sides. The lots directly to the north of the bottling plant contain other Sparkletts facilities including 
parking and the three Sparkletts wells. These structures do not add to the significance of the subject building 
and are not included in this nomination. 

Exterior 

The industrial building at 4500 E. Lincoln Avenue was constructed as a bottling plant and general offices for the 
Sparkletts Bottled Water Corporation in 1929. Designed in the Moorish Revival style by architect Richard D. 
King, it is irregular in plan. The building can be divided into two blocks. The first block contains the primary 
entrance, set back approximately 16 feet from the sidewalk, and located toward the center of the property. To 
the left of the primary entrance block is a second block that can be referred to as the east wing, set directly at the 
sidewalk.  

The bottling plant sits on a concrete foundation and is constructed of steel and wood framing with brick walls. 
Its cladding is white painted brick.  

 
1 "Things for Outsiders to See in Highland Park," The Highland Park News-Herald, July 19 1929; "Reservations Open for Federation 

Pary Sept. 14," Evening Vanguard, August 3 1931. 



The east wing is in the form of a kasr, or a northern African castle, with a two-story high wall and four towers 
along the north façade to guard the building. Each of the towers project forward of the building’s wall, and rise 
above the parapet. Rising from three of the towers are square projections that are topped with smooth 
hemispheric domes. The eastern corner tower rises higher than the other three towers along the north façade. 
This corner tower is topped by an octagon-shaped tower, which in turn is topped with a smooth dome. The 
smooth domes are reminiscent of the domes of Northern African mosques, specifically the mosques found in 
Tunisia such as Fadhloun Mosque on the island of Djerba.2 

The octagon portion of the tower features large rectangular vents on three of the sides facing the cardinal 
directions; the south-facing side of the octagon features a blind window that matches the large rectangular vents 
on the east, north, and west sides. This corner tower features slender arched windows at the second floor of its 
north- and east-facing sides. These arched windows have divided lights, and have matching brick eyebrow 
lintels. The other three towers feature slender rectangular divided light windows at the second floor, with an 
ornamental geometric brick pattern above the window, matching the size of the windows. Between the four 
towers the walls are pierced with a row of slender divided light windows at approximately the second floor level. 
From right to left the first and second wall segments have eight windows, while the easternmost wall segment 
has seven windows. Some of the windows are painted over in white paint. There is a simple stringcourse across 
the top of the façade. 

The primary entry block can be divided into three bays. The center bay contains the building’s primary entrance, 
a two-story arched portico with three recessed arches supported by two columns. This bay projects out toward 
the street, and is topped with the largest of the building’s five hemispheric domes atop an octagon-shaped 
projection. Smooth round columns are topped with square capitols. The arches feature dark blue painted 
keystones. Above the portico a sign in the Copperplate Gothic font reads “SPARKLETTS,” with the letters 
individually projecting from a dark blue background. The stringcourse at the top of the portico has a row of 
square earthquake anchor plates. Inside the portico, the primary entrance is through a pair of wood-framed five 
pane doors. Above the entry doors a tile mural depicts an idyllic oasis scene—a pool, palm trees, flowers and 
two figures wearing djellabas, loose fitting hooded robes from North Africa, at the entrance of a domed 
building.  

Above the entrance an elaborate wrought-iron and glass lantern hangs from a chain. At the second-floor level of 
the portico, three circular rose windows align with the outer arches of the portico. Through the left arch we see 
a staircase rising to a small curved balcony at the second floor. The balcony is outside the portico on the east 
side, accessed through an archway on the east-facing side of the portico. The balcony is supported by two 
corbels with a double volutes design. There is an arched door on the second floor, accessed from the balcony, 
and a matching arched door on the first floor below the balcony. The balcony has a wrought-iron railing and the 
stairs have a wrought-iron balustrade.  

The bay to the east of the center portico has four steel casement divided-light windows, two on the first floor 
and two on the second. The windows are aligned both horizontally and vertically, and all four of these windows 
are painted over with white paint.  

On the first floor level of the west bay, there is one divided light steel casement window, and two entries with 
steel doors to the west of the window. The center door has an aluminum awning. The second floor has three 
divided-light steel casement windows, aligned horizontally and vertically with the window and doors on the first 
level. Two of the windows are painted over with white paint. 

 
2 G. Mansour, "The Island of Djerba," TunisiaTourism.info, https://www.tunisiatourism.info/en/page/lile-de-djerba. 



The west-facing return to the front of the eastern block has a doorway with a steel door and an industrial roll-up 
door on the first floor. Directly above the first door on the second level, a slender rectangular window topped 
by an ornamental geometric brick pattern matches the other three windows on the short towers. 

The east-facing façade is set back about 25 feet from the sidewalk, and can be divided into three bays. The two 
outer bays are comprised of corner towers topped with domes. The northern corner tower has an arched 
window with brick eyebrow lintels, matching the window on its northern side. The tower on the southeast 
corner has a slender rectangular window at the second floor, with an ornamental geometric brick pattern above 
the window, matching the three towers on the north-facing façade. The center bay has a large vehicle-sized 
entryway just to the north of the bay’s center. To the right of the large entry is a steel door, and to the left is a 
small casement window. On the eastern side of the large entry are hanging wrought-iron lanterns in a decorative 
Moorish style. 

The west-facing façade is mostly unadorned with few details. The wall features a single window above a steel 
awning running the entire length of the west-facing façade. There are three doors and a single window below the 
awning. Laying on the asphalt driveway west of the building is a large 40 foot wide sign in a blue gray color with 
“SPARKLETTS” spelled out with raised letters. LADBS records indicate that this sign dates to 1929; it 
appeared over the entry block of the building and faced the northeast. The sign was removed from the roof in 
July of 2025. 

The south-facing façade is largely hidden from the public right-of-way. The tower on the southeast corner 
matches the towers on the east façade, with a slender rectangular window at the second floor and an ornamental 
geometric brick pattern above the window. Much of the south façade is hidden under aluminum awnings. There 
are a number of large industrial cylindrical tanks. 

The building is capped by a slightly pitched vaulted roof with extensive skylights; however, the pitch is 
concealed by a raised parapet, so the roof reads as flat when viewed from the street.  

Interior 

We were not able to access the interior. An interior photograph from a current real estate ad indicates that the 
original exposed wood beamed and trussed curved ceiling is extant. Another current photo indicates a large 
office with a drop ceiling and wood floors, perhaps dating to the early 2000s. 

Alterations  

Permits obtained from the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) suggest that the 
building remains largely intact and has experienced no major exterior alterations on the existing public-facing 
façades since its construction in 1929. 

The subject building sustained damage during the 1971 Sylmar earthquake. The building originally featured a 
western wing adjacent to the entry block. This western wing matched the buildings east wing in style, but was 
approximately one-third smaller. In November 1971, the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety 
(LADBS) obtained permits for the demolition of the western wing and the implementation of earthquake 
damage repairs. Notably, the buildings’ minaret was also demolished during this period, and a retaining wall 
around the west side of the building was added. Despite this loss, the structure retains its exotic revival 
character and remains one of the most distinctive industrial landmarks in Northeast Los Angeles. 

In 1985 additional seismic upgrades were permitted. 

As a working modern bottling plant, there were many alterations behind the subject building over the last 96 
years. There was the addition of water tanks, storage structures, awnings, loading ramps, and cooling towers. 



There are also a few permits for interior modifications including the removal of beams in the café, partitions 
to the separate the boiler room, and a new toilet room was constructed. 

Character-Defining Features 

Site 

• Location on Lincoln Avenue between Avenue 45 and 46  
• Primary entrance framed by a pair of mature Mexican fan palms 

Exterior 

• Rectangular building in plan 
• Two-story configuration 
• Simple geometric massing 
• Two-story arched portico with three recessed arches supported by two columns  
• Grand entrance smooth hemispheric dome atop octagon shaped tower 
• Smooth round columns topped with square capitols 
• Three arches feature keystones 
• Sparkletts sign above entry portico with letters individually projecting from the building 
• Wood-framed five pane doors 
• Tile mural depicting an idyllic oasis scene 
• Three rose windows aligning with the outer arches of the portico 
• Elaborate wrought-iron and glass lantern hanging over the primary entry doors 
• Small curved balcony at the second floor of the portico 
• Two corbels with a double volutes design supporting the balcony 
• Two arched doorways  
• Large forty-foot Sparkletts roof sign  
• Steel casement divided-light windows 
• Arched steel divided-light windows 
• Arched brick eyebrow lintels 
• Slender rectangular steel divided-light windows featuring ornamental geometric brick pattern lintels 
• Towers topped with square-shaped projections that are topped with smooth hemispheric domes 
• Corner tower topped with an octagon-shaped tower, topped with a smooth dome 
• Two hanging wrought-iron lanterns framing east façade entry 

Interior 

• Exposed wood beamed and trussed curved ceiling  
• Exposed concrete floor 

 
  



B. Statement of Significance 

Summary 

The Sparkletts Bottling Plant meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument (HCM):  

Criterion A: It is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions 
to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community. 

Criterion C: It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a 
notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.   

Constructed in 1929, the property at 4500 E. Lincoln Avenue satisfies Criterion A as the Sparkletts Bottling 
Plant and corporate headquarters. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant is significant in the areas of industry as it 
represents one of the city’s key food-processing industries in the early 20th century. Established in 1925, the 
company grew from supplying the Eagle Rock/Highland Park communities with five-gallon bottles of water 
from a single truck, to the ability to deliver to every city from Mexico to Santa Barbara with more than 150 
trucks. The opening of the subject building in 1929 marked a pivotal moment in Sparkletts’ expansion. 

The rising popularity of bottled beverages in the early 20th century is represented in the establishment and 
growth of bottling plants that catered to the local and regional markets. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant represents 
a brand that became a regional “household name” due to the success of their production and marketing. Using 
aggressive marketing, they dedicated at least one-third of their income to advertising. The subject building itself 
was integrated into their marketing, as it was designed to invoke the image of an oasis in the desert.3 

Called “a mosque of the first water” by Gebhard and Winter in their seminal Los Angeles guidebook, the 
building is also significant under Criterion C for embodying the distinctive characteristics of an industrial 
property type, and of the Moorish Revival style, as designed by a master architect. Significant as an early 
industrial bottling plant in Eagle Rock and Highland Park, adjacent to the original 1925 location of the 
Sparkletts Bottling Plant, in continuous operation at this location from 1929 to June of 2025. The building is 
also an excellent example of Moorish Revival industrial architecture. It represents a notable work by master Los 
Angeles architect Richard D. King. 4   

 
3 Alan Maltun, "Sparklettss Taps Public Thirst for Good Water," Los Angeles Times, January 10 1982; SoCal PBS, "Visiting with Huell 

Houser," in Sparkletts (Los Angeles: SoCal PBS, 2000). 
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Recognized as a significant Los Angeles landmark, the Sparkletts bottling plant was the starting point of the Los 
Angeles Conservancy’s 1997 Cruising Industrial Los Angeles architectural tour, and the subject of an episode of 
Huell Howser’s PBS series, Visiting, in 2000.5 

In 2017, the SurveyLA citywide historic resources inventory identified the Sparkletts Bottling Plant as 
individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical 
Resources, and as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument, Significant as an early industrial bottling plant in 
Eagle Rock/Highland Park; as the long-time location of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant, and as an Excellent 
example of Moorish Revival industrial architecture in Eagle Rock/Highland Park. 

SurveyLA gave it the following California Historic Resources Status Codes: 

• 3S: Appears eligible for National Register as an individual property through SurveyLA or other survey 
evaluation 

• 3CS: Appears eligible for California Register as an individual property through SurveyLA or other 
survey evaluation 

• 5S3: Appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation through SurveyLA or other 
survey evaluation  

 

Eagle Rock Development6 

The subject building is located within the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area (CPA). The area was 
home to the Chumash and Tongva people. 7 In 1784, three years after the nearby El Pueblo de Los Angeles 
was founded, Spanish Governor Pedro Fages granted all the lands between the Los Angeles River and the 
Arroyo Seco, including the area now known as Eagle Rock, to Jose Maria Verdugo. The Rancho San Rafael, 
as it was known, covered approximately 36,000 acres. 

Located in the northern portion of the CPA, Eagle Rock is situated between the Verdugo Hills to the north, the 
City of Pasadena to the east, Highland Park, Mount Washington and Glassell Park to the south, and the City of 
Glendale to the west. The area is traversed by the Glendale (2) Freeway, Eagle Rock Boulevard, and Figueroa 
Street, which run north-south; and the Ventura (134) Freeway, Colorado Boulevard, and York Boulevard, which 
run east-west.  

When Alfred Chapman and Andrew Glassell began to subdivide their Rancho San Rafael land, one of the 
largest parcels was purchased by Benjamin Dreyfus and subsequently acquired by a consortium led by Charles 
Watts, who also founded the community of Watts in South Los Angeles. This parcel included the 8,000 acres 
which today encompasses the majority of Eagle Rock. The remainder of the land comprising present-day Eagle 
Rock – the area between Loleta Avenue to the west and the Arroyo Seco to the east – was purchased by 
Prudent Beaudry, a real estate developer and one-time mayor of Los Angeles, then resold to Alexander Robert 

 
5 Ravi GuneWardena, "Cruising Industrial Los Angeles," ed. Los Angeles Conservancy (Los Angeles1996); PBS, "Visiting with Huell 
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Campbell-Johnston and later subdivided by his heirs. In its early days, Eagle Rock was an agricultural 
community which produced fruit, vegetables, and flowers. By the end of the 19th century truck farms, including 
the Gates Strawberry Ranch, covered much of the area.  

The expansion of the rail system transformed the settlement into a thriving residential community. In 1906, the 
Los Angeles Railway completed the Eagle Rock line, connecting Eagle Rock to downtown Los Angeles. Local 
rail extensions like these made it feasible for downtown workers to commute from outlying communities. As a 
result, home sites situated near the rail lines became highly desirable, and the announcement of the forthcoming 
rail line motivated the subdivision of many residential tracts in the area. Additional lines included a local line 
which ran to Glendale and Montrose, and a line along Figueroa Street to Eagle Rock to supply the Edison 
power station and serve the area known as Eagle Rock Park. 

With the arrival of an expanded transportation network after the turn-of-the-20th century, the character of 
Eagle Rock began to evolve away from its agricultural origins toward a more suburban residential community. 
Farmland started to be subdivided into residential tracts as early as 1903, when the Gates Strawberry Ranch 
lands were parceled into single-family lots. Concurrently, new civic and commercial buildings were constructed 
to meet the demands of the growing community. The Edwards & Wildey Building, constructed in 1915, served 
as the hub of the burgeoning commercial district at the intersection of Eagle Rock and Colorado Boulevards 
and spurred further commercial construction. New social service institutions and social groups were also 
established; one of the best remaining examples of their facilities is the Eagle Rock Women’s Twentieth Century 
Club (HCM #537, National Register listed), constructed in 1914.  

In 1911, the community of Eagle Rock incorporated as an independent city. A post office soon followed in 
1912, along with the Eagle Rock Library (HCM #292), completed in 1916 with a Carnegie grant. For the first 
few years, Eagle Rock’s city hall was housed in a commercial building on Eagle Rock Boulevard (then called 
Central Avenue). A dedicated City Hall building (HCM #59) was not completed until 1922, and originally 
included the fire and police departments. One of the most significant catalysts for development also took place 
during this period: the relocation of Occidental College from Highland Park to its present location in Eagle 
Rock. Founded in 1887, the institution outgrew several smaller facilities before establishing a permanent campus 
in 1914, designed by noted architect Myron Hunt.  

The new city continued to grow as Eagle Rock experienced the effects of Southern California’s population 
boom in the early 1920s. By 1923, the population of Eagle Rock had ballooned from 600 to approximately 
2,500. That same year, with the threat of an inadequate water supply and the promise of an upgraded school 
system, city residents voted to consolidate with the City of Los Angeles. With the resultant increase in 
construction, new residential neighborhoods were established. One of the more upscale neighborhoods was 
located along Hill Drive overlooking the Eagle Rock Valley. Eagle Rock became a cultural enclave of sorts, 
attracting a number of visual artists, as well as writer John Steinbeck. Mr. Steinbeck lived in Eagle Rock for 
extended periods during the 1920s and 1930s while visiting his close friend Carlton Sheffield. Mr. Sheffield was 
a professor of journalism at Occidental College.8  

 
8 Tim Sanders, "The Faster Master Plaster Casters, Adventures of John Steinbeck in Eagle Rock," Eagle Rock Valley Historical 
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In the 1930s, Colorado Boulevard functioned as a segment of Route 66, and many automobile-related 
businesses and travel facilities were constructed along the corridor, including hotels, restaurants, service stations 
and auto courts.  

Much of Eagle Rock’s built environment reflects its development in the early 20th century, with a handful of 
farmhouses dating from the 1880s and 1890s. The neighborhood is dominated by single-family residential 
development, with few multi- family properties, primarily bungalow courts. Common architectural styles include 
Craftsman, American Colonial Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival, and a few notable 
examples of Mid-Century Modernism. Commercial development is largely concentrated along automobile 
corridors and former streetcar lines, such as Broadway, Eagle Rock Boulevard, and York Boulevard, as well as a 
segment of historic Route 66 along Colorado Boulevard.  

The tract containing the subject building, tract 3583, was subdivided by the Glassell Development Company. In 
1869, the Los Angeles County Sheriff auctioned off the rancho lands, and the portion comprising the subject 
building was sold to real estate developers Andrew Glassell, Jr. and Albert Beck Chapman. The area comprising 
the subject property would be subdivided several more times, as the Montezuma Tract in 1892, and Tract 3583 
in 1920. 

Highland Park Development9  

Located in the northeastern portion of the CPA, Highland Park is roughly bounded by El Paso Street/the hills 
of Mount Washington, Oak Grove Drive, the City of Pasadena, and the Arroyo Seco Parkway (110 Freeway). 
Major thoroughfares include Figueroa Street and York Boulevard. The communities of Mount Angelus, 
Sycamore Grove, Montecito Heights, Garvanza, and Hermon are often referred to as being part of Highland 
Park. This document addresses Montecito Heights, Garvanza, and Hermon separately. 

Highland Park was first subdivided as the Highland Park Tract in 1886 by George Morgan and Albert Judson, 
from a combination of various parcels from older holdings. Morgan also subdivided the Sycamore Grove Tract 
from a portion of his holding in the Hunter Highland View Tract. The tracts occupied a promising position 
along the Arroyo Seco route between Los Angeles and Pasadena, which already contained roads and a Los 
Angeles & San Gabriel Railroad line between the rapidly growing communities. The rail line, later expanded and 
operated by a subsidiary of the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe, included a massive bridge across the Arroyo Seco; 
older wooden spans were replaced by a steel bridge (HCM #339) that is still used by the Metro Gold Line light 
rail. While the 1888 end of the area’s real estate boom meant a slow start for Highland Park, the Sycamore 
Grove community quickly became known for its gambling and prostitution and drew visitors from across the 
city. The rest of the Highland Park area remained largely rural, with some ranching and agricultural activities, 
similar to other parts of northeast Los Angeles at the time. 

Highland Park found its footing in the 1890s, with the 1894 completion of a streetcar line along Pasadena 
Avenue (now Figueroa Street and Marmion Way) and the 1895 completion of a second route running along the 
Arroyo Seco; these were later replaced by Los Angeles Railway and Pacific Electric lines extending further into 
the community and eventually expanding to York Boulevard, Avenue 50, and other thoroughfares. The streetcar 
connections opened up Highland Park as a true streetcar suburb, and the area saw an acceleration in residential 
development through the turn of the century. In 1895, the City of Los Angeles annexed the Highland Park 

 
9 Excerpted from City of Los Angeles, "Historic Resources Survey Report, Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area." 



Addition, providing much-needed municipal services and removing Sycamore Grove’s illicit recreational 
facilities in favor of a city park. The neighborhood saw its most transformative development from the early 
1900s through the 1920s, with the subdivision of numerous new tracts and the construction of new homes on 
various scales. 

Commercial development kept pace along the streetcar routes, resulting in retail and mixed-use buildings 
particularly evident along Figueroa Street. Temple Beth Israel, founded in 1923 and occupying its current 
location at 5711 Monte Vista Street (in the Highland Park-Garvanza HPOZ) since 1929, is a testament to a 
long-lived Jewish community in Highland Park; a number of Jewish-owned businesses were established  in the 
commercial areas along York, Figueroa, and Monte Vista (within the HPOZ) during the 1910s and 1920s. 
Institutional development was concentrated during the early 1900s, and included the move of Occidental 
College to Highland Park after its Boyle Heights facilities burned down in 1896. It remained there until it moved 
to a larger campus in Eagle Rock in 1914. Highland Park gained a reputation as a desirable suburb, boasting 
architecture and art inspired by the natural environment of the Arroyo Seco; a particularly notable expression is 
Charles Lummis’ home El Alisal, built over thirteen years starting in 1897 (HCM #68, NR listed). Lummis was 
key in advocating for the Arroyo Seco’s natural and artistic environment, and spearheaded the establishment of 
the 1907 Southwest Museum, which opened its current facility at the Highland Park-Mount Washington border 
in 1914 (HCM #283). 

Much of Highland Park’s built environment reflects its development in the early 20th century, with smaller 
numbers of resources dating to the 1890s. The neighborhood contains a large number of intact single-family 
and multi-family residences, primarily in the Craftsman architectural style with a few examples of Victorian 
styles, and representing a wide range of scales. Most of the area’s earliest and most architecturally notable 
properties lie within the Highland Park-Garvanza HPOZ, the city’s largest designated historic district and one of 
the few that include commercial buildings. Craftsman architecture from the 1900s and 1910s is the predominant 
style in the HPOZ, reflecting the regional popularity of that idiom during the early 20th century and its 
particular popularity in the Arroyo Seco community. In addition to the resources noted above, well-known 
historic properties in Highland Park include the Highland Theater (HCM #549), the Highland Park Masonic 
Temple (HCM #282), the Northeast Police Station (HCM #274), San Encino Abbey (HCM #106), the 
Highland Park Ebell Club (HCM #284), Temple Beth Israel of Highland Park & Eagle Rock, and a number of 
houses built from native arroyo stone. 

Industrial Development: Manufacturing For The Masses, 1887-1965 (Excerpted from SurveyLA)10 

The rise of manufacturing in Los Angeles began slowly in the late 19th century, fueled by an emerging 
domestic consumer market created by the waves of newcomers. However, in 1890, the value of 
manufacturing in the city ranked far below comparable cities nationally, even smaller western cities such as 
Seattle and Portland.  

The immigrants of the late 19th century were more interested in real estate than in factories, and the earliest 
industries generally consisted of small-scale operations for food processing like flour mills and the building 
industry, such as carpentry shops. 

 
10 "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, Context: Industrial Development, 1850-1980," ed. Office of Historic Resources 
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Believing that the city’s immense population growth needed to be balanced with an industrial foundation, the 
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce shifted its attention to building up industry in the region. They joined 
with other civic boosters to lobby for the creation of a deep water port in San Pedro, which connected Los 
Angeles with markets abroad. In addition to developing the port, they sought to connect Los Angeles with 
regional markets and make transport of goods cheaper by extending rail and road infrastructure and removing 
rate differentials that discriminated against Los Angeles. They supported the creation of the Panama Canal, 
which improved Los Angeles’ trade with Latin America and the East Coast. Los Angeles became the prime 
connection to overseas markets for a five-county area of Southern California, including Ventura, Orange, San 
Bernardino, Riverside, and Los Angeles counties. 

By 1929, Los Angeles had overtaken San Francisco in terms of manufacturing output, producing $153.7 
million more than the heretofore industry leader for the western states. It ranked fifth nationally after Detroit, 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and Cleveland. Los Angeles possessed a diversity of manufactured goods as well, 
including automobiles, auto parts, rubber, tires, oil drilling and production tools, paper goods, textiles, 
furniture, and electronics. 

Throughout the 20th century, inventors, designers, and manufacturers expanded American life with a heady 
pace of technological advances. The proliferation of electricity, refrigeration, automobiles, broadcasting, 
aviation, film, and other now-integral elements of modern life went from theoretical and isolated to broadly 
available. A new consumer culture emerged around the dazzling array of attractive new household items, 
which their makers marketed in radio, print, and eventually television. The rise of particular brands became a 
social phenomenon as manufacturers vied for prominence as a “household name” with the public.  

The booms of the 1920s and the post-WWII era, combined with a surge in the variety and novelty of 
consumer goods, produced an incredible inventory of new factories in Los Angeles making all manner of 
goods. The manufacture of some items (such as cars, clothes, and airplanes) expanded to become 
cornerstones of the Los Angeles economy, while a multitude of other items comprised a more general 
measure of the city’s economic output.  

The majority of industrial buildings from the era were generic single-story workshops where successions of 
industrial tenants brought in their own tools and machinery. Sanborn maps depict entire blocks of these 
workshops in the southern sections of downtown and along freight rail corridors, along Slauson Avenue and 
Venice and Washington Boulevards, in Hollywood and in northeast Los Angeles. Because of their cheap 
rents and versatile space, workshops fostered emerging industries seeking access to the Los Angeles market 
or to test new products.  

Small manufacturers that found success usually expanded into new, custom-built facilities. With the exception 
of the garment industry, these facilities tended toward a horizontal organization to facilitate further expansion 
in the future. Manufacturers that earned name-recognition or a widely-recognized brand often emblazoned 
their identity proudly on the building with signs (like the Weber Bakery at 300 East Slauson Avenue), 
decorative crests or motifs (such as the Standard Oil Company office at 1727 N. Spring Street), or even 
programmatic flourishes like the Dutch design of Van de Kamp’s flagship bakery at 2900-2930 Fletcher Drive 
(Historic-Cultural Monument No. 69), and in the case of the subject Sparkletts Bottling Plant evoking an 
oasis in the desert. 



Theme: Food Processing, 1831-1955 (Excerpted from SurveyLA)11 

Food processing industries, closely tied to agriculture, represent some of the earliest industrial development in 
Los Angeles. Like other early industries, food processing businesses were relatively small in scale and, until 
the late 1800s, geared almost exclusively toward local consumption. Most of the early food processing 
industries were located near the river or the Zanja Madre, an irrigation ditch that ran through the middle of 
the old pueblo. Smaller commercial operations, such as local  bakeries, were scattered throughout the city. 

Using brick from Philadelphia and importing millstones from France, prominent Los Angeles businessman 
Abel Stearns built Los Angeles’s first flour mill in 1831. Located on North Spring Street near Chinatown, the 
small facility was powered by water from the Zanja Madre. By the 1870s, the city boasted two flour mills. 
Deming, Palmer and Co. established Capitol Mills at or near the location of Stearns’s original mill. They 
operated the mill until 1883, when they sold it to Jacob Lowe and Herman Levi. The four-story, brick 
building dating from the early 1880s is still extant at the site (Historic-Cultural Monument No. 82). The city’s 
second flour mill, the Los Angeles Flouring Mills (later known as the Los Angeles Farming and Milling 
Company), began operating in 1878 (no longer extant). 

The late 1800s also saw the establishment of the first bottling plants in Los Angeles. These early bottling 
facilities typically were not independent, but rather were attached to businesses like breweries or creameries. 
By the 1880s, Los Angeles was home to three breweries, one distillery, and two soda water works. The 
attached bottling plant to one of the city’s earliest breweries, the Philadelphia Lager Beer Brewery, was steam 
powered as early as 1887 (no longer extant). 

Early bakeries in Los Angeles were often quite small and housed in a variety of building types. For instance, 
the original Weber Bread Company building, built in 1906 by Henry, Roy and Dale Weber, was a 20 x 20 foot 
“frame shack.” The oldest extant bakery in Los Angeles is the Mt. Pleasant Bakery in Boyle Heights, and it 
also demonstrates the small, often informal character of early bakeries. Built in 1885, it is a small wood-frame 
addition to the front of a Folk Victorian residence, bearing a parapet with the bakery name and address. 
These small businesses were not always located in zoned industrial areas, but were also prevalent in 
commercial districts. Large, industrial baking factories typically date to the 1910s or later, and were almost 
always in industrial zones. They were commonly, but not always, long, low buildings, one to two stories high. 

In addition to the National Biscuit Company, dozens of new food processing businesses opened in Los 
Angeles during the late 1910s and 1920s. Bakeries, confectionaries, and bottling plants proliferated as the 
food processing industry fully engaged in mass production, mechanizing and enlarging operations to meet the 
production required to supply new chain stores. Many of these industrial buildings were sheathed in often 
eclectic, Period Revival-style architecture. Functional and modernized on the inside, the factory façades were 
decorated with elaborate, even whimsical, architectural details. 

In 1917, Arrowhead Springs opened a large bottling plant on the corner of Washington Street and Compton 
Avenue (extant). Water was delivered to the factory from the spring in specially designed, glass-lined tanker 
cars. The plant was fully mechanized, and the company boasted that human hands never touch the pure 
spring water. Exemplifying the trend of revival-style architecture, the modern facility was built in the popular 
Mission Revival style, featuring a tile roof and mosaic decorative details. Similarly, Sparkletts bottling plant 

 
11 Ibid. 



(extant), designed by Richard D. King and built in 1929, was designed in a Moorish style complete with roof 
domes and mosaic murals. 

These businesses were just a few of the many food processing industries to open or expand operations in Los 
Angeles during the boom of the 1920s. In 1924, the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce reported that an 
average of 50 industries relocated to the city every month. Of the 54 companies setting up shop in January of 
1924, five were food processing businesses, including three bakeries, a bottling plant, and a producer of celery 
catsup. 

During the Great Depression, the expansion of industry in Los Angeles slowed considerably. Food 
processing industries weathered the storm better than most businesses, and continued to see modest growth. 
In the early 1930s, Hostess Cupcake and Van de Kamp’s Bakery (2900-2930 Fletcher Drive, Historic-Cultural 
Monument No. 569) both opened facilities in Los Angeles. A large, two-story building designed by J. Edwin 
Hopkins, Van de Kamp’s Bakery façade was designed in the Dutch Renaissance Revival architectural style. 
Construction was also completed on a large milling operation, the V-O Milling Company (extant), in 1933. 
The company’s president, Max Viault, justified the large expenditure based on his belief “that Southern 
California industry [was] at the portal of a great and substantial business revival.” 

Despite the economic hard times, at least two of the city’s bottling plants also significantly expanded during 
the 1930s. Coca-Cola opened its new, Streamline Moderne facility in 1937 at 1200-1334 Central Avenue 
(Historic-Cultural Monument No. 138). Designed by prominent Modern architect Robert V. Derrah, the 
revamped bottling plant whimsically resembled an ocean liner. The Globe Bottling Co. (no longer extant), 
which bottled the Joy brand of soft drinks as well as beer and alcohol, opened its new plant on Daly Street in 
1938. 

Food processing industries, such as bakeries, fruit and vegetable processing, and beverage production, 
continued to play an important role in Los Angeles’s industrial economy throughout the 20th century. In 
addition, food processing industries supported related packaging and container manufacturing businesses. 
Currently several dozen food processing companies are still in operation in the city of Los Angeles. 

Property Type: Industrial – Food Processing - Bottling Plant12 

Property Type Description: Bottling plants are difficult to distinguish from other shops and warehouses, 
although most of the known extant plants used programmatic styling and branding to cultivate a physical 
presence and advertise their beverages.  

Property Type Significance: Intact bottling plants may be significant in the areas of industry and because they 
represent one of the city’s key food processing industries in the early 20th century. The rising popularity of 
bottled beverages in the early 20th century is represented in the establishment and growth of bottling plants 
that catered to the local and regional markets. Many of these bottling plants represent brands that became 
regional “household names” due to the success of their production and marketing, and may be key 
considered locations within their corporate history. Bottling plans may also be significant examples of 
architectural styles of the day and the work of noted architects. 

 
12 Ibid. 



Moorish Revival, 1895-1940 (Excerpted from SurveyLA)13 

Like many Exotic Revival styles, Moorish Revival is a fairly rare architectural style for Los Angeles. It was 
sometimes applied to large-scale institutional or commercial buildings, but can also be seen—usually as 
ornament—on residential property types. The term “Moor” refers to the North African Muslims who 
invaded Spain in the eighth century and occupied the region until 1492; Moorish architecture is seen in North 
Africa and the areas of Spain that they occupied, typically in the form of large mosques and fortress-like 
palaces. One of the prime examples of Moorish architecture dating from their occupation in Spain is the 
Alhambra. The Alhambra is a medieval, Islamic palace perched high on a plateau overlooking the city of 
Granada. The palace began in the ninth century as a small fortress before it was expanded and converted to a 
royal residence by a succession of Moorish rulers. It features extensive ornament including muqarnas, round-
headed arches, mosaic tilework, carved stone, engraved bronze, and stained glass. 

As the Spanish began to establish missions throughout the state of California during the eighteenth century, 
the decorative elements applied to the buildings themselves, such as geometric ornament, arches, and bulbous 
domes, were heavily influenced by the Moorish architecture of Spain, like the Alhambra. The style was also 
being revived in Europe in the early nineteenth century as European architects began to apply the style to 
large civic buildings. It was popularized in America by the Crystal Palace, constructed for the New York 
World’s Fair in 1853. The majestic building featured a prominent dome, minarets, tracery, and arabesques. 

The style was widely used for synagogues in America and Europe during the nineteenth century, when 
colonialism and imperialism exposed more architects to non-Western building forms and new cultures. The 
Moorish Revival style in particular resonated with the Jewish community in Europe and was almost 
universally favored. While the style was historically relevant for the Sephardic Jews from Spain, Portugal, 
North Africa, and the Middle East, it was the Ashkenazi Jews of Eastern Europe that most enthusiastically 
embraced Moorish Revival. In a way, the style was able to convey different aspects of the Jewish social 
experience. The use of Eastern influences served as a proud allusion to their origin that set them apart. At the 
same time, the use of the fashionable style at the height of its popularity served as a “bridge” between their 
heritage and mainstream American society. 

After a lull, the style re-emerged in the 1920s. This second wave was more imaginative and whimsical, and 
may have been inspired by the fantastical sets of popular films like The Thief of Bagdad (1924). In the mid-
1920s, aviation pioneer Glen Curtiss developed an entire town in Opa Locka, Florida with an Arabian Nights 
theme. Over one hundred Moorish Revival buildings, including a hotel, a zoo, and a train station, lined streets 
with names like Sharazad [sic] Boulevard, Ali Baba Avenue, and Aladdin Street. In Los Angeles, a “flurry” of 
Moorish-inspired residences, including apartment buildings, cropped up during this time period; however, 
residential examples are particularly rare. In residential architecture Moorish Revival is usually restricted to the 
use of features such as domes, arches, tile work or spires, in conjunction with another style, as seen on the 
Cline Residence and Frederick Mitchel Mooers House. The style was very seldom used to design an entire 
residence, especially during the twentieth century. 

 
13 City of Los Angeles, "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Architecture and Engineering 

Theme: Exotic Revival, 1900-1980," ed. Department of City Planning Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA (Los Angeles2015). 



The most grandiose example of the style in Los Angeles is the Shrine Auditorium (LAHCM #139), 
completed in 1926. The Al Malaikah Shriners had the building constructed as their headquarters, replacing an 
earlier building that was destroyed by fire. The Shriners are a Masonic fraternity originally called the Ancient 
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. Although the group is not connected to Islam, their 
buildings are often inspired by Islamic architecture, including the Moorish Revival. The huge auditorium—the 
largest in the world for a time—is ornamented with dramatic Moorish arches and domes. Shrine Auditorium 
was designed by John C. Austin and Abraham M. Edelman, with interiors designed by G. Albert Lansburgh.  

Richard Douglas King 1879-1945 Sparkletts Bottling Plant Architect   

Richard D. King was a prolific architect working primarily in Los Angeles county. The Los Angeles Times alone 
records more than 50 of his projects over a 35-year period.14  

Mr. King designed a wide variety of buildings including theaters, private residences, apartment buildings, 
office buildings, industrial buildings, large factories, schools, and public buildings. Richards D. King’s best-
known buildings are the National Register-listed Villa Riviera (1929) in Long Beach, and the subject building. 
Richard D. King also designed the Hollywood Professional Building (1925 HCM #876), and the Redwine 
Building in Hollywood (1931 HCM #1114). Both the Redwine Building and the Hollywood Professional 
Building met the criteria for an HCM as a notable work of a master architect. 

Richard Douglas King was born in Jackson, Tennessee in 1879. His father was a miller, and his mother was a 
music teacher. At 21 he worked as a clerk in a hardware store in Helena, Arkansas. By 1909 he was working 
in Sacramento for the state of California as a draftsman. Mr. King moved to Los Angeles and took a job for 
Morgan, Walls & Morgan (which became Morgan, Walls & Clements) working as a project manager in 1911. 
From 1912-1914 he partnered with the brothers Ellis Wing and Edward C. Taylor to form King & Taylor. 

Mr. King spent the rest of his career as a solo-practitioner, maintaining an office in the Van Nuys building in 
downtown Los Angeles. Among King’s many works, he designed at least two other bottling plants, including 
the 1920 Coca Cola plant at Central Avenue and 14th Street, replaced in 1939 by the Streamline Moderne 
Coca Cola plant designed by architect Robert V. Derrah (HCM 138). In Compton he also designed the 1923 
Symphony Theatre and Hotel in the Moorish Revival style. The Symphony was destroyed in the 1933 Long 
Beach earthquake. 

At 65 Richard Douglas King died of a heart attack while inspecting a ship for the Maritime Commission.15 

  

 
14 United States of America, "National Register of Historic Places Registrtion Form—Villa Riviera," ed. Department of the Interior 

(Washington DC: United States of America, 1996). 

15 "Richard D. King Obituary," Los Angeles Times, August 3 1945. 



Sparkletts History 

In 1887, the Los Angeles Times observed that ample water resources were accessible to individuals who drilled a 
well twelve feet deep in the flats of Eagle Rock. The York Valley area of Eagle Rock/Highland Park became 
the location of a number of bottled water companies.16 

In June, 1925, Burton N. Arnds, Sr. joined with Glen Bollinger and Arthur L. Washburne to form what was 
then called the Sparkling Artesian Water Company. The three men bought the well at 4514-4516 York 
Boulevard, across Lincoln Avenue from the subject property. This original Sparkletts well is fed from Indian 
Head Springs17, first drilled in 1850 – 75 years before the formation of the Sparkling Artesian Water 
Company. Along with the bottling plant, Sparkletts Water Company’s headquarters was located in the subject 
building from 1929 until 1991.18 

When the Sparkling Artesian Water Company started, they were among a number of bottled water concerns 
in Los Angeles, including the Cascade Water Company located next door at 4556 York Boulevard. Sparkletts 
differentiated themselves with civic benevolence, promotion, advertising, and local hospitality. From the start, 
Sparkletts spent one-third of their budget on advertising. The subject building was designed to be an oasis of 
the desert, further enhancing the brand.19  

Sparkletts’ benevolence and promotion started even before they started delivering water. In summer of 1925 
the Los Angeles aqueduct was undergoing repairs, and as the city’s reservoirs ran low people complained that 
their water tasted awful. While other bottled water concerns were taking advantage of the situation, Sparkletts 
offered free water to anyone who wanted to come over and take it. Over the decades that followed, Sparkletts 
continued this benevolence, sending water trucks to the Rose Bowl parade to quench the thirst of spectators. 
After the Sylmar earthquake in 1971, they send tankers into the San Fernando Valley to help.20 

The company grew at a rapid rate. Starting with two trucks, they sold 200,000 five-gallon bottles in 1926, then 
311,000 in 1927. In 1927 they expanded their facilities on York Blvd, more than doubling the size of their 
plant and expanding to almost the entire block of 4500 York Blvd. They now had 52 trucks delivering water 
around Los Angeles. By 1928, Sparkletts was delivering 1,227,000 five-gallon bottles.21 

 
16 "Our Neighbors—Eagle Rock Valley," Los Angeles Times, February 3 1887; "Los Angeles City Directory 1927,"  in Los Angeles City 
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17 Tim Brick, "The Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study," ed. Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy California State 

Coastal Conservancy, Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study (California State Coastal Conservancy, Santa Monica 
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Bottled Water.," Southern California Business 34, no. March (1988); "Sparkletts Marketer Moves," Los Angeles Times, November 28 1991. 
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In March 1929, Barton Arnds, president of Sparkletts, disclosed to the plant's York Valley neighbors that the 
company’s continued success necessitated further expansion. The company had discreetly acquired the lots 
on 4500 Lincoln Way (now Lincoln Avenue) and intended to commence construction of a new bottling plant 
and corporate offices as soon as the Los Angeles city council amended the zoning regulations.22  

To the dismay of the neighboring residents, the city council quickly approved the zoning change, and by 
summer work commenced on the subject building. The $200,000 plant was said to be the largest in the world 
devoted to bottling water exclusively for human consumption.23 

The new Sparkletts plant and offices opened with great fanfare. There was a four day festival starting the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving in 1929. 100,000 people were invited, and it was timed to coordinate with the 
opening of the Pacific Coast link of “Main Street of America”, U.S. Route 66. On Saturday a parade traveled 
from San Bernadino to Santa Monica, with an observation platform set up in front of the new plant on York 
Boulevard for dignitaries, including the Los Angeles Mayor. The parade included over 500 vehicles including 
175 Sparkletts trucks. Over the four day celebration there were tours of the bottling plant, as well as 
entertainment, dancing, and souvenirs.24 

The new bottling plant was considered the largest, most modern facility of its kind when built. There were no 
tanks, reservoirs, filters or pumps necessary. The artesian water is carried from granite sources hundreds of 
feet underground through noncorrosive brass pipes to a point twenty two feet above ground level at the rate 
of 237,600 gallons per day. It was claimed to be absolutely sterile in its natural state and never sees daylight 
until it enters the sterilized bottles. Lockers and showers were provided for all bottling plant employees who 
were required to wear sterilized uniforms.25 

Sparkletts remained an independent company until 1964 when it was acquired by Foremost Dairies. The 
company continued to operate as an independent unit, with Barton Arnds Jr., the son of the founder, serving 
as president. In 1991, McKesson Water Products, which had taken over the Sparkletts brand from Foremost, 
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relocated Sparkletts headquarters from the subject building to Pasadena. In 2000, Groupe Danone acquired 
Sparkletts, and today, the Sparkletts brand is one of 23 water brands controlled by Primo Brands.26 

Burton N. Arnds moved from Toledo, Ohio, where he worked as grocer to Los Angeles in 1923. First 
working in real estate, it was Mr. Arnds’ idea to go into the water business. He convinced Glen H. Bollinger 
to invest $25,000 into the business, and recruited Arthur L. Washburne for technical expertise. Burton N. 
Arnds headed Sparkletts until his death in 1962. The Arnds and Bollinger families stayed involved with 
Sparkletts management through 1978.27  

Born in 1895 in Butler County, Iowa, Glen H. Bollinger moved to Los Angeles with his family 1907. By 1923 
he worked his way up to vice president of the Pacific Chemical Company. Mr. Bollinger served as the 
Secretary Treasurer of the Sparklets Bottled Water Company. 

Arthur L Washburne was from Westchester, New York, born in 1877. Mr. Washburne worked as an 
independent driller of water wells for the City of New York. He moved to Los Angeles in 1922, taking the 
position of Vice President of the American Oil Company. At Sparklets Bottled Water Company he held the 
position of Vice President and Production Manager. Arthur L. Washburne designed the machines and 
processes of the subject bottling plant. At the time it was built, it was considered the most modern and 
sanitary drinking water plant in the world. Washburne held six patents for his work at Sparkletts before his 
death in 1932.28 

In 1939, while excavating for a new storage building near the corner of Avenue 45 and Lincoln Avenue the 
skeletal remains of a Mammoth Bison was uncovered. Scientists from Cal Tech and Occidental College 
identified it as an Imperial Mammoth from the Pleistocene age, 15,000 to 25,000 years ago. The remains are 
currently stored in the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.29 

The subject building remained a working bottling plant for Sparkletts until June of 2025.30 

Period of Significance 

The period of significance for the Sparkletts Bottling Plant is defined as 1929 for its Bottling Plant property 
type, Moorish Revival architecture, and association with master architect Richard D. King, reflecting its date 
of construction. The period of significance for its use as a water bottling plant building is 1929-2025, 
reflecting the period of its occupation by the Sparkletts Drinking Water Corporation; this period ends with 
the last year the water company appears to have operated out of the building. 
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Integrity 

In addition to meeting eligibility criteria, the Sparkletts Bottling Plant retains a high degree of integrity. 
Historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance and is defined as the “authenticity of a 
property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the 
property’s prehistoric or historic period.”31 The aspects of integrity, as defined by the National Park Service, 
are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

• Location: The building is in its original location and therefore retains this aspect of integrity. 

• Design: The building retains most of its character-defining features from its period of construction, 
and therefore is able to convey its historic significance as a bottling plant in the Moorish Revival 
style. While earthquake damage from 1971 necessitated the demolition of the minaret and east wing 
of the building, it still retains the original fenestration and doors on the public-facing north and east 
façades. The building continues to exhibit characteristics of the Moorish Revival style, including its 
towers and domes; brick cladding; portico with columns and rose windows; and the tile mural 
depicting an idyllic oasis scene. Therefore, the building retains integrity of design. 

• Setting: The building remains a dominant feature along Lincoln Avenue, across the street from the 
original Sparkletts well. Low density residential buildings still lie to the east of the property. To the 
south of the property is the Toland Way Elementary School, first opened in 1925. This element of 
integrity remains intact. 

 
• Materials: The building has experienced relatively few exterior alterations that have affected its 

integrity of materials. All materials dating to the building’s period of significance remain intact, 
including the brick cladding, steel windows, wood primary double doors, and decorative elements. 
Because the property retains nearly all of its materials from the time of its construction, this element 
of integrity remains highly intact. 

• Workmanship: The subject property’s original workmanship is still evident through its overall 
construction method and materials. The property retains its integrity of workmanship. 

• Feeling: The property retains its essential character-defining features and appearance from its 
historical period. There have been few major, irreversible alterations. Further, the surrounding area 
remains largely intact; the streetscape still reflects its original development. Therefore, the building 
retains integrity of feeling. 

• Association: The building was continuously used as a bottling plant from its completion in 1929 
until June of 2025. As it largely retains its original appearance, it is clearly recognizable as a 1920s 
bottling plant, and is directly linked with this period of development in the city. Therefore, it retains 
integrity of association. 
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Exhibit 2a. Tract Map



1920 Track 3583. The magenta outline indicates the subject property (originally an alley, it was widened in 1929) 



Exhibit 2b. Sanborn Maps



Sanborn Map Co, 1919, Volume 39, Page 43.. The cyan outline indicates the future location of the Sparkletts original location and well at 4514-4516 York Boulevard. The 
orange outline shows another bottled water company. 



Sanborn Map Co, 1950, Volume 39, Page 43.. The magenta outline indicates the subject building (4500 Lincoln Way (now Avenue).  
The cyan outline is the original Sparkletts location and well (4516 York Blvd). 



Exhibit 3. Satellite Photographs



The magenta outline indicates the subject property. (Google 2025)



Subject property, view southwest. (Apple 2025)



Subject property, view southeast. (Apple 2025)
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Exhibit 4a. Original Building Permits 1929-1931 
Exhibit 4b. Major Alteration Permits 1971-1972



Exhibit 4a. Original Building Permits 1929-1931







































Exhibit 4b. Major Alteration Permits 1971-1972
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Exhibit 5a. Exterior 



East and north façade, view southeast. (Luftman 2025)

East and north façade, view south. (Luftman 2025)



South and east façades, view northwest. (Luftman 2025)

East and north façades, view southwest. (Luftman 2025)



South and east façades, view northwest. (Luftman 2025)

South and east façades, view northwest. (Luftman 2025)



North and west façades, view southeast. (Luftman 2025)

West façade, view east. (Luftman 2025)



Exhibit 5b. Exterior Details



North façade, primary entrance. View south. (Luftman 2025)

Primary entrance tile mural depicting oasis scene. View south. (Luftman 2025)



Original SPARKLETTS roof sign, dating to 1929. The sign was removed from the roof in July of 2025. View northeast. (Luftman 2025)

One of two hanging wrought-iron lanterns on the east façade. (Luftman 2025)



Exhibit 5c. Interior



Sparkletts interior, original exposed wood beamed and trussed curved ceiling is extant. (LoopNet 2025)

Sparkletts interior (LoopNet 2025)



Exhibit 5d. Historic photos: Aerials



1928, magenta outline indicates the future location of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant, 4500 Lincoln Ave. The cyan outline is the original Sparkletts location and well (4516 York Blvd).   
(Courtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial Collection.) 



1971, magenta outline indicates the location of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant, 4500 Lincoln Ave. the cyan outline is the original Sparkletts location and well (4516 York Blvd).   
(Courtesy of UCSB Library)



1989, post demolition of the west wing, damaged in the 1971 Sylmar Earthquake.. Magenta outline indicates the location of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant, 4500 Lincoln Ave.  
The cyan outline is the original Sparkletts location and well (4516 York Blvd).  (Courtesy of UCSB Library 



Exhibit 5e. Historic Photos



c1925, Original Sparkletts Bottling Plant and well. 4514-4516 York Boulevard, view southwest.  
(Security Pacific National Bank Photo Collection)

c1927, Original Sparkletts Bottling Plant and well after the 1927 expansion. View southwest 4514-4516 York Boulevard.  
(Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



November 1929, Sparkletts Bottling Plant grand opening celebration. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)

November 1929, Sparkletts Bottling Plant grand opening celebration. View from York Boulevard looking south.  
(Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1930. Offices of the just completed Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society) 



1930. The just completed Sparkletts Bottling Plant. The $200,000 plant was said to be the largest and most modern in the  
world devoted to bottling water exclusively for human consumption. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1940. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1940. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1940. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1940. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1940. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant used skylights and large windows to maximize daylight within the bottling plant.  
(Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)

1940. The decrotive tile walls seen here were for sanitation. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1947. South-side of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant. In the background is the minaret that was demolished after the 1971 Sylmar earthquake. 
(Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1947. In front of the primary entrance of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



In 1939, while excavating for a new storage building near the corner of Avenue 45 and Lincoln Avenue  
the skeletal remains of a Mammoth Bison was uncovered.  (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1940. The Sparkletts Bottling Plant. Until the 1980s the block of York Boulevard, north of the subject building, included a grass field lined 
with palm trees creating a grand entrance from York Blvd. to the bottling plant's main entrance. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)

1956, same view. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1980. In front of the primary entrance of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)

2019. In front of the primary entrance of the Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



February 1971. After the Sylmar earthquake residents of the San Fernando Valley were advised not to drink their tap water.  
Despite the damage sustained to the subject building, Sparkletts dispatched water trucks to provide for the community. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)



1973. Sparkletts Bottling Plant. (Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society)
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Exhibit 6c. Richard D. King, Architect



Exhibit 6a. Sparkletts Water Company



https://universityofcaliforniariversidelapl.newspapers.com/
image/733909980/

The Highland Park News-Herald (Highland Park, California) · Fri, Aug 7, 
1925 · Page 1

Downloaded on Aug 7, 2025

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

1925-08-07 The Highland Park News-
Herald Artesian Water to Market p1 

https://universityofcaliforniariversidelapl.newspapers.com/
image/710188118/

Eagle Rock Reporter (Los Angeles, California) · Fri, Aug 7, 1925 · Page 3
Downloaded on Aug 7, 2025

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

1925-08-07 Eagle Rock Reporter Sparkletts Ad

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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1929-05-17 Eagle Rock Advertiser Sparkletts Plant Big New Building

https://universityofcaliforniariversidelapl.newspapers.com/
image/733908540/

The Highland Park News-Herald (Highland Park, California) · Fri, Jul 5, 
1929 · Page 7

Downloaded on Aug 7, 2025

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

1929-07-05  The Highland Park News-Herald
250k drink Sparkletts-p7 



https://universityofcaliforniariversidelapl.newspapers.com/
image/733908562/

The Highland Park News-Herald (Highland Park, California) · Fri, Jul 12, 
1929 · Page 4

Downloaded on Aug 7, 2025

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

1929-07-12  The Highland Park News-Herald-AD 250k drink Sparkletts-p4 



https://universityofcaliforniariversidelapl.newspapers.com/
image/733904531/

The Mid-Week News-Herald (Highland Park, California) · Tue, Jul 16, 
1929 · Page 2

Downloaded on Aug 7, 2025

 
 

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

1929-07-16 The Mid-Week News-Herald $50 Built-p2 



1929-07-19 Eagle Rock Advertiser Sparkletts Water Plant Being Enlarged by Big New Building
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Sparkletts Now a Foremost Unit
Los Angeles Times (1923-1995); Mar 4, 1964; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
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1964-03-04 Los Angeles Times Sparkletts Now 
a Foremost Unit.
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Foremost Bids $7.6 Million for Sparkletts
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1964-02-08 Los Angeles Times Foremost Bids 
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1 of 3 People in This Area Are Drinking Bottled Water  
Anonymous . Anonymous. 

ProQuest document link
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The largest market in the nation for bottled water is southern California, where it is estimated that one in three people
drink some bottled water. In the rest of the nation, one in 17 people drink bottled water, according to industry figures.
More than $1.4 billion worth of bottled water was sold in the U.S. in 1985. Californians drink about 38 percent of all
bottled water. Second place is Texas with 7 percent. Southern California is also the site of a sale battle between the
two major bottle water suppliers, Arrowhead Drinking Water based in Monterey Park, and Sparkletts Drinking Water
Corp. in Eagle Rock. (excerpt)   

FFUULLLL  TTEEXXTT
  
The largest market in the nation for bottled water is southern California, where it is estimated that one in three people
drink some bottled water.  
In the rest of the nation, one in 17 people drink bottled water, according to industry figures. More than $1.4 billion
worth of bottled water was sold in the U.S. in 1985. Californians drink about 38 percent of all bottled water. Second
place is Texas with 7 percent.  
Southern California is also the site of a sale battle between the two major bottle water suppliers, Arrowhead Drinking
Water based in Monterey Park, and Sparkletts Drinking Water Corp. in Eagle Rock.  
Sparkletts says it is the nation's leading bottled water company. In southern California, Arrowhead says it is a bit
larger in size, combining route and store sales.  
Exact figures are not available from either firm.  
Fitness concerns  
Why do southern Californians drink more bottled water?  
"Southern Californians, as a rule, are more concerned with health and fitness," says Steve Shelton, vice president and
general manager of Sparkletts. "This consciousness, coupled with an overall mounting concern over the quality and
purity of tap water and fear of contamination, is shared by millions of other Americans who also choose bottled water
for taste, quality and safety."  
Just ten years ago, America's bottled water sales amounted to $246 million, compared to the 1985 figure of more than
$1.4 billion. The bottled water industry, which doubled in growth from 1979 to 1984, has the potential to redouble
again in the next seven-10 years from its current four gallons per capita consumption.  
Analysts and industry experts predict continuing increases in consumption at a rate of 15-20 percent per year, which
will total $5-10 billion in business by the year 2000.  
Bottled waters are now available from numerous regions of the world, flavored or natural, carbonated or
noncarbonated, home-delivered or sold in retail outlets. There are 350 water bottling companies producing more
than 400 different labels of water in the U.S., and 35 brands imported from Europe.  
Currently 90 percent of bottled water is represented by noncarbonated water Sparkletts says.  
1925 start  
An artesian well, two trucks and three men were the beginning of Sparkletts in June 1925.  
They joined to form the Sparkling Artesian Water Co. at 4500 York Blvd. where Sparkletts' headquarters remains.  
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The source of water supply for this new venture was artesian wells located at the York Boulevard site, drilled about 75
years before Sparkletts purchased and expanded the business. Three wells are now located at Sparkletts
headquarters.  
Today, from five bottling plants and 15 sales branches, Sparkletts serves more than 500,000 customers from Santa
Barbara to the Mexican border, and as far east as Las Vegas.  
On more than 400 routes, Sparkletts delivers five-gallon bottles of Crystal-fresh drinking water, Crystal-fresh
fluoridated water, and Purified water (for all distilled water users) to homes and businesses.  
Also, one-gallon and two-and-one-half gallon containers of drinking water are sold in retail stores.  
The Commercial Division, initiated in 1956, rents and sells electric coolers, and serves business establishments with
instant beverages and other coffee-break items. Fresh Coffee Brewers (rental and loan) for businesses, along with the
sale of coffee has also been a very successful endeavor.  
In 1964, ownership passed from the founding families, and more than 300 stockholders, to Foremost Dairies, Inc. of
San Francisco. The merger of Foremost Dairies with McKesson-Robbins in 1967 created a new parent company,
Foremost-McKesson.  
Parent company  
More recently, with the divestiture of Foremost in 1983, McKesson became the parent company.  
Arrowhead was formed in 1894 and has been owned by several organizations over the years. The Perrier Group of
Greenwich, Conn., purchased the company last year.  
Arrowhead water is available through route and store sales in California and Arizona. It also has about half a million
route customers and it sells a huge amount of water through retail outlets.  
Water is available in several size containers.  
Flavored waters were added to the Arrowhead line in 1983. Then the company says, it added "a squeeze of juice" to its
sparkling water. It offers cherry, grapefruit, lemon, lime and orange flavors.  
From Arrowhead  
All of Arrowhead's Mountain Spring Water comes from springs in the Lake Arrowhead area, a spokesperson said.
Water that is not so labeled does not.  
The Perrier Group operates eight bottled water regional brands in the United States. It is best known nationally for the
sale of Perrier water. This water all comes from a small town in southern France called Vergeze, the spokesperson
said.  
Perrier, which has been heavily marketed in this country for about 10 years, accounts for about 25 percent of the
bottled water market, the company says, with the largest consumption in the West.  
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LUMBER
As Important As 

The New Horned Plans
JN  PLANNING your new home, give a serious 

thought to the lumber that goes into i t  
Years of extra service depend upon its quality.

For the supporting joist, the flooring, the 
trims, the doors— be sure to get the best.

Tile added cost is soon forgotten in the longer 
service and greater satisfaction you will have,

Let Us Figure With You
^  E OFFER a special service to new home 

builders— consultation on plans and con­
struction; also scores of architect's working 
plans for all types of residences; and liberal 
financial co-operation.

Liggett Lumber Co.
“FIGURE WITH LIGGETT FOR LESS"

8 2 0  Fruit Street Phone 1 9 2 2

STREICH OF BEACH AT SAH CLEMEHTE

Rapid progress is being made on 
the riding academy, which ie be­
ing erected on the elte Just above 
El Camino Real in the third unit 
of Fan Clemente. The need for

haste is that the fine Kentucky 
riding stock purchased by Ole 
Hanson for the academy, and 
which was selected by H. H. Cot­
ton, is expected to arrive any day 
now.

The car containing the horses is 
attached to a passenger train, with 
experienced men in charge to in­
sure arrival in first class condi­
tion.

COUNTY CAPITAL 
L I. BUI

Plans for a Los Angeles struc­
tu re  to be financed by Orange 
county capital were revealed today 
with the announcement by Dr. E. 
A. Wood, vice president of the O r­
ange County Investm ent corpora­
tion, Santa Ana, tha t his concern 
is planning the erection of a $400,- 
000 apartm ent hotel in the  W il­
shire d istrict adjacent to the Am* 
bassador hotel.

The structure  is to rise on the 
east side of South M ariposa ave­
nue between Seventh and E ighth 
streets and will occupy the center 
of four lots midway between the 
Tudor and Embassy apartm ent 
houses. The site is 125 by 135 
feet.

P lans drawn by A rchitect R ich­
ard D. King provide for a class B 
concrete building, five stories in 
height and containing 180 rooms 
so arranged tha t they can be con­
verted into suites of any sise, sin ­
gle apartm ents or hotel rooms. An 
attrac tive  lobby will be a feature 
of the building which, the arch i­
tect says, will contain every m od­
ern feature and will be one of the 
finest of its kind in Los Angeles. 
Ground is to V>e broken for the 
struc tu re  by July  I.

Dr. Wood is president of the O r­
ange County Bond and Mortgage 
company, also of this city.

ORANGE COUNTY HAS LARGEST 
DELEGATION A T  CONVENTION 

OF STATE P A .  A . YESTE
Orange county through its district organization, registering a total 

of 119 delegates and visitors, was among the best represented of out­
side districts yesterday on the first business day of the twenty-eighth an­
nual convention of the California Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
held this week in Los Angeles.

Register Want Ads Bring Big Results 
Cost Little — Accomplish Much — Try One

HUDKINS BEATS MELLO
NEW  TORK, June 2.—Ac© H ud- 

klns, Nebraska, 147, outpointed Al 
Mello, Boston, in IO rounds here
last n ig h t

Pathex Movie Cameras, Gerwings.

Headed by Mrs. J. V. Kelsey, G ar­
den Grove, president of the Fourth 
D is tric t and her s ta ff officers, the 
Orange county delegation made an 
impressive showing as they filed 
into the Philharm onic auditorium 
and took their places in one of the 
main sections of the lower floor. 
Honors for convention attendance 
from the district w ent to the newly 
organized Anaheim city federation 
which alone registered 23 delegates 
and visitors.

"Harmony Four” Is the friendly 
epithet given the Orange county 
d istrict by the convention delegates 
on account of Its cooperative spirit 
and friendly team  work In various 
activities.

The outstanding feature of yes­
terday’s session w as a rem arkable 
address delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
John F. B. C arruthers, Occidental 
College, recently appointed s ta te  
chairm an of sp iritual education. 
who warned his listeners against the 
insidious soviet propaganda among 
the youth in the land. In the course 
of his rem arks, he intim ated th a t 
while there m ight not be any con­
crete bonds of affiliation, there is a 
tie of sym pathy between the “P io­
neers of Russia,” a  communist o r­
ganization em bracing all boys and 
girls from l l  to 17 years of age. 
and American high school organiza­
tions who under the guise of phil­
osophy are  fostering an  atheistic 
spirit. These organizations of high

Clearance
T h r e e  

Sp len d id  H o m es
THEY ARE ALL

Barr Better Built
BUNGALOWS

301 Wright Street
6 rooms, very modern, built 
to sell for $6750. Special . . . $5,250

311 Wright Street
5 rooms, up-to-the-minute. 
Should sell for $6250. Special $4,750

315 Wright Street
This home should sell for 
$6250. It’s new and modern.
N ow .................................... $4.750

4 4 -

CALL AT ABOVE ADDRESS 
ANY DAY BETWEEN 

5  AND 7 P. M.

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 
1403 SOUTH ROSS 

PHONE 2270-W
I-

school students, the speaker said, 
a re  not only priding them selves on 
their sophisticated beliefs but are 
frank in their quizzical a ttitu d e  to 
the Bible and religious faith .

The convention opened Tuesday 
evening with a banquet a t the Am­
bassador hotel, a t which William 
John Cooper, sta te  superintendent 
of public instruction, and John 
Steven McGroarty were the  princi­
pal speakers.

Y esterday the convention voted 
to provide funds for housing the 
child research work th a t will be 
done in Northern California through 
the generosity of the L aura  Spell­
m an Foundation, which has con­
tributed  the funds for th is  pioneer 
work In education, although m ak­
ing no provision for its housing.

The research into the reactions of 
childhood comes as a resu lt of an ­
o ther pioneer experiment recently 
completed under the auspices of the 
U niversity of California in the 
north through the sa*ne foundation.

The most im portant revision in 
organization features comes from 
tho national body, and will reduce 
the  personnel of the s ta te  board 
from some 120 members to half that 
num ber by eliminating city  federa­
tion presidents as board members.

A t the state board m eeting held 
Tuesday, Riverside and San B ernar­
dino counties, which have composed 
the F ifth  district, requested to be 
divided Into two districts, and this 
request was granted. San B ernar­
dino county will rem ain as the 
F ifth  D istrict and R iverside county 
will become the T w enty-th ird  D is­
tric t.

PASADENA ARENA READY
PASADENA, June 2.—Pasadena’s 

new boxing stadium which accom­
m odates 1800 fans opens Its doors 
ton igh t with an all-heavyw eight 
boxing bill. Mack H ouse and Neil 
Cllsby, negro heavyweight, headline 
th© five-bout card.

I CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP-1 

j CHILD’S BEST LAXATIVE {
4*»* ••• ••• • «  ••• •* , ••• ••• «M ,M ^

MOTHER! When baby Is con­
stipated, has wlnd-colic, feverish 
breath, coated tongue, or diarrhea. 
a half-teaspoonful of genuine “Cal­
ifornia Fig Syrup” promptly moves 
the poisons, gases, bile, souring 
food and waste right ou t Never 
cmmps or overacts. Babies love its 
delicious taste.

Ask your druggist for genuine 
“California Fig S y u p ” which has 
full directions for infants in arms, 
and children of all ages, plainly 

! printed on bottle. Always say ’Cal­
ifornia’ or you may get an imita­
tion fig syrup.—Adv.

ITALY CUTS PRICES
ROME. June 2—Lot* of Fascist I 

probably are convinced now that 
Benito is greater than ever. Retail 
prices are coming down throughout 
the country, the government an­
nounces. Reductions vary from IO 
to 25 per cent.

MEXICANS MUST WORK
MEXICO CITY. June f-O overn -  

ment official* rou*t earn their pay. 
President Calles ha* ordered that 
procrastination cease and Import­
ant matters bedlsposed of prompt­
ly.

Tot. I HO. W -tends* With •  Si

Murphy's Forts
Ornsmentsl Iran and 

Automotive Blacksmithing
1102 B. Fourth it . Santa Ana,

A ssociated G ets 
G as In Beach Well
SEAL BEACH, June  2. — The 

Associated Oil company yesterday 
uncovered gas In its B ryan t No. 31 
in the  northeastern p a rt of the Seal 
Beach field, during the production 
test. according to field reports. The 
well Is In territory which may or 
m ay not be In the faulted area, and 
consequently geologists a re  unable 
to  determ ine definitely Just w hat 
zone the well was In w hen the pro­
duction test was made.

B ryant No. 31 was drilled to 4552 
feet w here the test w as made, and 
is to  be drilled deeper.

The Associated Oil company’s 
B ryant No. I well In the  northeast­
ern p a rt of the Seal Beach field, 
continues to produce a t  th e  ra te  of 
about 1450 barrels a  day of 29 de­
grees gravity oil, according to a u ­
tho rita tive  reports. This is the well 
which the Associated brought in 
la s t week 60 feet from the Shell 
com pany’s original B ryan t N a  I, 
drilled three years ago w ithout de­
veloping commercial production.

Good Tire Repairing Cuts Tire Costs

When we repair year tires yea eta be 
tare that the repair will stay pat tad 
fire j o b  thousands of extra miles of 
service. We’ll guarantee «very job to 
outlast the tire.

M O RE MILEAGE IN 
YOUR INJURED TIRE

Before
BEFORE your tire met with an acc! 
dent it was giving yon many miles of 
satisfactory service.

After
AFTER we repair it, and after your tire 
b u  gone far enough to pay for the job 
yon ride the rest of the way ON VELVETS

BRING YOUR DAMAGED 

TIRES TO US FOR A 
QUALITY REPAIR

arm MICE
« s i  S p u r t s

S A N  C LEM EN TE
The Spanish Village

Alluringly beautiful at all times, this picturesque community, of which Ole 

Hanson— whose watchword is “Beauty**— is the owner and builder, is 

more inviting than ever now that the warm days are here.

Lovely Home Spot
Everything that makes life worth living may be found at San Clemente— 
Perfect Climate . . . Wonderful Location • . . Magnificent View of the

Grand Old Blue Pacific and the Islandsl*SA DE n a .

I ANG!

SAN BERNARDINO 
R̂EDLANDS

SANI

POMONA-
^RIVERSIDE 

- « c o r o n a

' “^ V ^ anta ana\
^  ^  3rAJE HlGJjWA'/

^  ^  ’Mission
^  LAQUNA ^  ««^SANJUAN

SAN JUAN Pl

SAN CLEMENTE «
.CAPISTRANO

THE STANISH VILLAGE t
SAH MATEO PF

of San Clemente and Santa Catalina 
. . . Glorious Sandy and Safe Bathing 
Beach . . . Fishing . . .  Boating . . . 
Horseback Riding along the Lovely 
Bridle Paths . . . Dancing at the 
Beautiful San Clemente Club . . . 
Dining at the High Class Cafe San 
Clemente . . . Model Homes and 
Buildings all of Artistic Spanish Archi­
tecture . . . $75,000 Mission Type 
School House . . . Fine Riding Acad­
emy . . . Tennis Courts . . .. Play­

grounds . . . Other Advantages too numerous to mention

School Teachers Favored!
The prices of lots in San Clemente are all plainly marked on tags placed 
thereon, and the prices are exactly the same to every purchaser, except 
school teachers, and to all those in this profession a discount of 5 per cent 
is allowed on lots purchased by them for themselves.

Our representatives in your locality will gladly call for you 
and drive you to San Clemente and hack. Phone at once for 
reservation!

OLE HANSON-Owner and Builder
723 Sun Finance Building— Lo, Angeles 

SANTA ANA REPRESENTATIVES

W. A. PROCTOR 
0 . R. ROBERTSON

218 West Second—Phone 898

WESLEY HALL
118 West Third Street 

Phone 1142-M

Dine at Cafe San Clemente 
Best Food on California State Highway

ll
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1916-09-03 Los Angeles Times Mission Style Auto Showroom by King.

1918-01-20 Los Angeles Times New Automobile Building by King.



1929 Volume VII Issue 3 Architectural Digest Villa Riviera Apartments, Long Beac. National Register of Historic Places listed.
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TO MOVE INTO LARGER PLANT.: CITRUS BY-PRODUCTS CONCERN MAKES BIG ...
Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); May 26, 1918; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
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1929-10-20 Los Angeles Times Bottling Plant by RD King.
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REALTY FIRM WILL EXPAND.: W. ROSS CAMPBELL COMPANY TO BUILD AND OCCUPY FINE OFFICE STRUCTURE.
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1920-08-22 Los Angeles Times REALTY FIRM WILL EXPAND  
Office by RD King
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1945-08-03 Los Angeles Times Obituary Richard King.
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Northeast Los Angeles  
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 Primary Address: 4500 E LINCOLN AVE 

Other Address: 1406 N AVE 45 
 1414 N AVE 45 
 1416 N AVE 45 

  1431 N AVE 46 
  1433 N AVE 46 
  1439 N AVE 46 
  1449 N AVE 46 
  1406 N AVENUE 45 
  1414 N AVENUE 45 
  1416 N AVENUE 45 
  1431 N AVENUE 46 
  1433 N AVENUE 46 
  1439 N AVENUE 46 
  1449 N AVENUE 46 
  4516 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4518 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4520 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4534 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4538 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4542 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4546 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4550 E LINCOLN AVE 
  4556 E LINCOLN AVE 

 Name:  Sparkletts Water Bottling Plant 

 Year built: 1929 

 Architectural style: Moorish 

Context 1: 

Context: Industrial Development, 1850-1980 

Sub context: Manufacturing for the Masses, 1883-1989 

Theme: Food Processing, 1883-1965 

Sub theme: Bottling Plants, 1887-1955 

Property type: Industrial 

Property sub type: Bottling Plant 

Criteria: A/1/1 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Significant as an early industrial bottling plant in Eagle Rock; original and long-time location of the 

Sparkletts Bottling Plant, in continuous operation at this location since 1929. 

 

Context 2: 

Context: Other Context, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Design/Construction, 1850-1980 

Sub theme: No SubTheme 

Property type: Industrial 

Property sub type: No Sub-Type 

Criteria: C/3/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent example of Moorish Revival industrial architecture in Eagle Rock. 
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Sub-theme: Moorish Revival, 1895-1940 

 

Like many Exotic Revival styles, Moorish Revival is a fairly rare architectural style for Los Angeles. It was 

sometimes applied to large-scale institutional or commercial buildings, but can also be seen—usually as 

ornament—on residential property types. The term “Moor” refers to the North African Muslims who 

invaded Spain in the eighth century and occupied the region until 1492; Moorish architecture is seen in 

North Africa and the areas of Spain that they 

occupied, typically in the form of large mosques and 

fortress-like palaces.69 One of the prime examples of 

Moorish architecture dating from their occupation 

in Spain is the Alhambra. The Alhambra is a 

medieval, Islamic palace perched high on a plateau 

overlooking the city of Granada. The palace began 

in the ninth century as a small fortress before it was 

expanded and converted to a royal residence by a 

succession of Moorish rulers. It features extensive 

ornament including muqarnas, round-headed 

arches, mosaic tilework, carved stone, engraved 

bronze, and stained glass.70 

 

As the Spanish began to establish missions throughout the state of California during the eighteenth 

century, the decorative elements applied to the buildings themselves, such as geometric ornament, 

arches, and bulbous domes, were heavily influenced by the Moorish architecture of Spain, like the 

Alhambra.71 The style was also being revived in Europe in the early nineteenth century as European 

architects began to apply the style to large civic buildings. It was popularized in America by the Crystal 

Palace, constructed for the New York World’s Fair in 1853. The majestic building featured a prominent 

dome, minarets, tracery, and arabesques.72 

 

The style was widely used for synagogues in 

America and Europe during the nineteenth century, 

when colonialism and imperialism exposed more 

architects to non-Western building forms and new 

cultures. The Moorish Revival style in particular 

resonated with the Jewish community in Europe 

and was almost universally favored. While the style 

was historically relevant for the Sephardic Jews 

                                                           
69 Ching, 131. 
70 Robert Hillenbrand, Islamic Architecture: Form, Function and Meaning (New York: Columbia University Press, 
1994), 452-456. 
71 Gleye, 106-107. 
72 Stolzman and Stolzman, 46. 

 
Alhambra Palace, 2007 

(UNESCO World Heritage) 

 
Mooers and Booth Residences, n.d. 

(Los Angeles Public Library) 
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from Spain, Portugal, North Africa, and the Middle East, it was the Ashkenazi Jews of Eastern Europe 

that most enthusiastically embraced Moorish Revival. In a way, the style was able to convey different 

aspects of the Jewish social experience. The use of Eastern influences served as a proud allusion to their 

origin that set them apart. At the same time, the use of the 

fashionable style at the height of its popularity served as a 

“bridge” between their heritage and mainstream American 

society.73 

 

During the late nineteenth century, the architecture of 

residential buildings in Los Angeles began to shift from the 

vernacular cottages of the first American settlers who arrived 

after statehood to Late Victorian era houses that were more 

elaborate. Some of these houses display Moorish influences in 

their design, the most notable being the Frederick Mitchell 

Mooers House (LAHCM #45) and the Cline Residence and 

Museum (LAHCM #854). The Frederick Mitchell Mooers House 

in the Westlake area was named for its historically significant 

third owner and completed in 1894. It is an excellent example 

of a Queen Anne residence featuring Gothic and Moorish Revival details; the Moorish influence is most 

clearly seen in the bulbous roof dome. The house was designated as LAHCM #45 in 1967 for its 

architecture and association with Mooers, who discovered the famous Yellow Aster gold mine in Kern 

County.74 The Charles B. Booth Residence (LAHCM #491) next door also features a prominent, Moorish-

inspired roof dome. The Cline Residence and Museum in the Arlington Heights area was constructed in 

1903 for the Clines, a family that included prominent members of Los Angeles government and business. 

The house was designed by the firm of Dennis & Farwell and features intricate Moorish Revival tracery.75 

 

After a lull, the style re-emerged in the 1920s. This second wave was more imaginative and whimsical, 

and may have been inspired by the fantastical sets of popular films like The Thief of Bagdad (1924).76 In 

the mid-1920s, aviation pioneer Glen Curtiss developed an entire town in Opa Locka, Florida with an 

Arabian Nights theme. Over one hundred Moorish Revival buildings, including a hotel, a zoo, and a train 

station, lined streets with names like Sharazad [sic] Boulevard, Ali Baba Avenue, and Aladdin Street.77 In 

                                                           
73 Stolzman and Stolzman, 45-46. 
74 Dr. Robert W. Winter, “National Register of Historic Places Registration Form: Frederick Mitchell Mooers House,” 
1975. 
75 The summary statement of significance for the Cline Residence in the Los Angeles Historic Resources Inventory 
(HistoricPlacesLA.org) suggests that Mission Revival is the more correct style for the house, rather than Moorish 
Revival. However, as discussed above, the Spanish Missions that inspired the Mission Revival style were imitating 
Moorish architecture in Spain, which would suggest that Moorish Revival is also an appropriate descriptor; 
“Motion: Cline Residence and Museum,” City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission Council File 06-0089,  
2006. 
76 Gleye, 108. 
77 “City of Opa-locka History,” Opa-Locka Florida, accessed October 14, 2015, 
http://www.opalockafl.gov/index.aspx?NID=229. 

 
Cline Residence and Museum, n.d. 

(HistoricPlacesLA) 
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Los Angeles, a “flurry” of Moorish-inspired residences, including apartment buildings, cropped up during 

this time period; however, residential examples are particularly rare.78 In residential architecture 

Moorish Revival is usually restricted to the use of features such as domes, arches, tile work or spires, in 

conjunction with another style, as seen on the Cline Residence and Frederick Mitchel Mooers House. 

The style was very seldom used to design an entire residence, especially during the twentieth century.79 

 

The most grandiose example of the style in Los Angeles is the 

Shrine Auditorium (LAHCM #139), completed in 1926. The Al 

Malaikah Shriners had the building constructed as their 

headquarters, replacing an earlier building that was destroyed 

by fire. The Shriners are a Masonic fraternity originally called 

the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

Although the group is not connected to Islam, their buildings 

are often inspired by Islamic architecture, including the 

Moorish Revival. The huge auditorium—the largest in the 

world for a time—is ornamented with dramatic Moorish 

arches and domes.80 Shrine Auditorium was designed by John 

C. Austin and Abraham M. Edelman, with interiors designed 

by G. Albert Lansburgh.81 John C. Austin was born near 

Oxfordshire, England, in 1870. He moved to San Francisco in 

1890 before settling in Los Angeles in 1895. Here, he worked 

as an architect and engineer and became a prominent 

member of society. Austin’s impressive body of work also 

includes Los Angeles City Hall and the Hollywood Bowl.82 Lansburgh began his career as a draftsman 

under Bernard Maybeck between 1894 and 1896, later attending the École des Beaux Arts where he 

graduated with honors.83 He had a decades-long career, during which he was considered one of the 

preeminent theater architects in America. He was known for his work in major metropolitan cities across 

the country, including San Francisco, Chicago, and New York. In addition to the Shrine Auditorium, 

Lansburgh also designed the Orpheum Theater and the Pacific Theater, and collaborated with Morgan 

Walls & Clements on the El Capitan Theater, designing the elaborate interior.84 Even today, Lansburgh’s 

works are some of the most iconic buildings in Los Angeles. 

 

                                                           
78 Gleye, 108. 
79 Shirley Maxwell and James C. Massey, “Exotic Revivals from the Middle East: The Egyptian and Moorish 
Influences on American House Styles,” Old House Journal 22, No. 1 (1994): 44. 
80 Gleye, 108. 
81 “Shrine Auditorium,” The Los Angeles Conservancy, accessed October 14, 2015, 
https://www.laconservancy.org/locations/shrine-auditorium. 
82 “Finding Aid for the John C. Austin Papers, UCLA Special Collections: Charles E. Young Research Library,” Online 
Archive of California, accessed October 14, 2015, http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/kt838nc0xp/. 
83 Suzanne Tarbell Cooper, Amy Ronnebeck Hall, and Mark Wanamaker, Theaters in Los Angeles (Chicago: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2008), 15-17. 
84 “Shrine Auditorium”; “Genius of Architect Revealed,” Los Angeles Times, February 15, 1926, A10. 

 
Shrine Auditorium, 1926 

(Los Angeles Public Library) 
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Summary Statement of  

Significance:  A resource evaluated under this sub-theme is significant in the area of 

architecture as an excellent example of the Moorish Revival style and 

exhibits quality of design through distinctive features. 

 

Period of Significance:  1895-1940 

 

Period of Significance  

Justification:   Even though fully realized examples of the Moorish Revival style are 

rare, its influences can be seen in the design of Queen Anne as well as 

Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in Los Angeles. The style was most 

popular during the 1920s when the expanding influence of styles 

inspired by the Mediterranean region was increasingly apparent in Los 

Angeles. 

 

Geographic Location:   Although rare, Moorish Revival style architecture may be found 

citywide. 

 

Area(s) of Significance:  Architecture   

 

Criteria:     NR:  C  CR:  3  Local:  3 

 

Associated Property Types:   Residential – Single-Family Residences  

    Institutional - Auditorium 

 

Property Type Description: Associated property types are almost exclusively residential buildings, 

mostly two-story single-family residences. However, the style was also 

applied to auditoriums, which were well suited to imaginative 

architecture. 

  

Property Type Significance:  Resources significant under this sub-theme are excellent examples of 

the Moorish Revival style of architecture in Los Angeles. 

 

Eligibility Standards: 

 

 Exhibits quality of design through distinctive features 

 Is an excellent example of Moorish Revival architecture 

 Was constructed during the period of significance 
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Character Defining / Associative Features: 

 

 Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period of significance 

 Courtyards 

 Arches (horseshoes, crenellated, lancet, ogee) at door and window openings 

 Domes 

 Minarets 

 Mosaic tile trim 

 Muqarnas 

 Stone and wood carving ornamentation with geometric and floral motifs 

 Stucco exterior 

 Tile cladding 

 Windows with decorative crowns or grillwork 

 Voussoir entrance surrounds 

 

Integrity Considerations: 

 

 Should retain integrity of Design, Workmanship, Materials, and Feeling   
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Sub-theme: East Asian Eclectic, 1920-1980 

 

The narrative for this theme is in process as part of the Asian American historic context currently in 

development and will be added at a later date.  

 

Summary Statement of  

Significance:  A resource evaluated under this sub-theme is significant in the area of 

architecture as an excellent example of the East Asian Eclectic style and 

exhibits quality of design through distinctive features. 

 

Period of Significance:  1920 - 1980 

 

Period of Significance  

Justification:   East Asian Eclectic architecture, a derivative and referential style that 

borrowed forms and ornament directly from ancient buildings in East 

Asia, emerged as part of the larger Exotic Revival trend in Los Angeles in 

the 1920s and proliferated on a large (if geographically isolated) scale 

with the construction of Los Angeles’ New Chinatown in 1938. As it 

developed from the 1950s to 1980s, the East Asian Eclectic style 

adopted some of the design language of the Modern movement.  The 

distinctive, sweeping upturned eaves and steep roofs of early buildings 

gave way to decorative upturned beams and eaves supporting flat roofs, 

creating more linear and boxy forms. East Asian communities continued 

to use the style to define neighborhoods with ethnic associations.  

 

Geographic Location:   Although rare, East Asian Eclectic style architecture may be found 

citywide, with concentrations in historically ethnic neighborhoods such 

as Little Tokyo, Chinatown, and Koreatown. 

 

Area(s) of Significance:  Architecture   

 

Criteria:     NR:  C  CR:  3  Local:  3 

 

Associated Property Types:   Residential – Single-Family Residence 

    Commercial - Bank, Office Building, Retail Building, and Restaurant 

    Institutional - Temple 

 

Property Type Description: East Asian Eclectic architecture is particularly utilized in commercial 

buildings and as ornament on buildings owned by members of the East 

Asian- American community as it was a way of communicating 

community identity through design coherence.  
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Property Type Significance:  Resources significant under this sub-theme are excellent examples of 

the East Asian Eclectic style of architecture in Los Angeles. 

 

Eligibility Standards: 

 

 Exhibits quality of design through distinctive features 

 Is an excellent example of East Asian Eclectic architecture 

 Was constructed during the period of significance 

 

Character Defining / Associative Features: 

 

 Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period of significance 

 Carved brackets and rafter tails 

 Flat roof with decorative post and beam supporting system 

 Ornamented roof ridge 

 Brightly colored tile roofs 

 Elaborate surrounds on entryways and windows 

 Decoratively distributed mullions on windows 

 Recessed entryways 

 Geometrical patterned window grilles 

 For mixed use, may have second floor balconies 

 For retail, neon signage in fonts evoking calligraphy 

 For Chinese-influenced, may be painted red and gold 

 For Chinese-influenced, ornament may include dragon or lion statuary  

 

Integrity Considerations: 

 

 Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Workmanship, Materials, and Feeling  
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THEME: FOOD PROCESSING, 1831-1955 
Food processing industries, closely tied to agriculture, represent some of the earliest industrial 
development in Los Angeles. Like other early industries, food processing businesses were relatively 
small in scale and, until the late 1800s, geared almost exclusively toward local consumption. Most of 
the early food processing industries were located near the river or the zanja madre an irrigation 
ditch that ran through the middle of the old pueblo. Smaller commercial operations, such as local 
bakeries, were scattered throughout the city. 

Using brick from Philadelphia and importing millstones from France, prominent Los Angeles 
businessman Abel Stearns built Los Angeles’s first flour mill in 1831. Located on North Spring Street 
near Chinatown, the small facility was powered by water from the zanja madre. By the 1870s, the 
city boasted two flour mills. Deming, Palmer and Co. established Capitol Mills at or near the location 
of Stearns’s original mill. They operated the mill until 1883, when they sold it to Jacob Lowe and 
Herman Levi. The four-story, brick building dating from the early 1880s is still extant at the site 
(Historic-Cultural Monument No. 82).230 The city’s second flour mill, the Los Angeles Flouring Mills 
(later known as the Los Angeles Farming and Milling Company), began operating in 1878 (no longer 
extant).231 

The coming of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1876 and the Santa Fe Railroad in 1885 greatly 
expanded industry’s capacity to profitably export its products outside of Los Angeles. The railroads, 
along with the city’s steadily increasing population, resulted in the continuing expansion of food 
processing industries in Los Angeles. In the late 1880s, Capitol Mills was running 24 hours a day, 
boasted gas lighting and the latest milling equipment, had increased output from 100 barrels a day 
in 1883 to 800 barrels a day by 1888, and was shipping flour to Arizona, Texas, and New Mexico. A 
branch off the Southern Pacific Railroad serviced the mill, bringing cars of grain into the facility, and 
leaving full of freshly ground flour. The Los Angeles Flouring Mills, a three-story brick building 
housing eight millstones producing 900 barrels of flour daily, similarly exported the bulk of its 
product to Arizona by railroad.232 By 1890, a Los Angeles Times article revealed that food processing 
businesses comprised approximately 8 percent of the city’s nascent industrial sector, including the 
two flour mills and 34 bakeries.233 

The late 1800s also saw the establishment of the first bottling plants in Los Angeles. These early 
bottling facilities typically were not independent, but rather were attached to businesses like 
breweries or creameries. By the 1880s, Los Angeles was home to three breweries, one distillery, and 
two soda water works.234 The attached bottling plant to one of the city’s earliest breweries, the 
Philadelphia Lager Beer Brewery, was steam powered as early as 1887 (no longer extant).235 

                                                      
230 Pitt and Pitt, Los Angeles A to Z, 76; “Tons of Flour,” Los Angeles Times, April 21, 1888. 
231 “Toilers of the Town,” Los Angeles Times, September 9, 1883. 
232 “Toilers of the Town”; “Tons of Flour” 
233 “Manufacturers,” Los Angeles Times, January 2, 1890. 
234 “Our City,” Los Angeles Times, January 1, 1885. 
235 “Manufacturers,” Los Angeles Times, July 1, 1887. 
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California Milling Co. (1851–1863 E. 55th Street) as seen shortly after its construction in 1924. 

Source: Los Angeles Public Library 

At the dawn of the 20th century, the number of flour mills in Los Angeles doubled with the 
establishment of Globe Mills and the Sperry Flour Mill (both extant). In addition, the Los Angeles 
Farming and Milling Company (no longer extant) opened new facilities in 1902, after their original 
mill was destroyed in a fire in 1899. An article in the Los Angeles Times entitled “Perfect Flour Mill in 
Full Operation” outlines the dramatic changes in milling technology that transformed Los Angeles’s 
flour mills in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The rebuilt Los Angeles Farming and Milling 
Company mill employed the most modern milling technology, including the use of metal rollers in 
place of traditional millstones and dust abatement technology. The new mill was described as “a 
perfect maze of elevators, tubes, bins, scourers, blowers, sifters, heaters, rollers, purifiers, graders, 
etc.” Fully mechanized and powered by electric motors, the grain traveled by conveyer belt and 
chain elevator to the fourth floor of the mill, from which it passed down through the processing 
machinery by way of smooth metal tubes back to the first floor, where the finished product was 
packaged.236 

Early bakeries in Los Angeles were often quite small and housed in a variety of building types. For 
instance, the original Weber Bread Company building, built in 1906 by Henry, Roy and Dale Weber, 
was a 20 x 20 foot “frame shack.” The oldest extant bakery in Los Angeles is the Mt. Pleasant Bakery 
in Boyle Heights, and it also demonstrates the small, often informal character of early bakeries.  
Built in 1885, it is a small wood-frame addition to the front of a Folk Victorian residence, bearing a 
parapet with the bakery name and address.  These small businesses were not always located in 
zoned industrial areas, but were also prevalent in commercial districts. Large, industrial baking 
factories typically date to the 1910s or later, and were almost always in industrial zones. They were 
commonly, but not always, long, low buildings, one to two stories high.  

                                                      
236 “Perfect Flour Mill in Full Operation,” Los Angeles Times, June 18, 1902. 
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Constructed in 1885, the Mt. Pleasant Bakery in Boyle Heights is thought to be the oldest 

extant bakery in Los Angeles. Source: Office of Historic Resources 

In the early 20th century, the Chamber of Commerce began aggressively promoting local industrial 
development as opposed to exporting raw materials. Forming an Industrial Bureau in 1915, the 
Chamber surveyed potential industrial sites and actively campaigned to bring new industries to the 
city. The Chamber’s activities, for example, were key to convincing the National Biscuit Company 
factory to locate a factory in Los Angeles in 1925 (Historic-Cultural Monument No. 888, now loft 
apartments).237 

In addition to the National Biscuit Company, dozens of new food processing businesses opened in 
Los Angeles during the late 1910s and 1920s. Bakeries, confectionaries, and bottling plants 
proliferated as the food processing industry fully engaged in mass production, mechanizing and 
enlarging operations to meet the production required to supply new chain stores. Many of these 
industrial buildings were sheathed in often eclectic, Period Revival-style architecture.  Functional 
and modernized on the inside, the factory façades were decorated with elaborate, even whimsical, 
architectural details.238 In addition, food processing factories dating from this period were 
occasionally designed as daylight factories. An examples of a daylight factory is the E.A. Hoffman 
Candy factory (1929, extant).239 See the “Industrial Design and Engineering 1876–1965” theme for 
more information about daylight factories. 

In 1917, Arrowhead Springs opened a large bottling plant on the corner of Washington Street and 
Compton Avenue (extant). Water was delivered to the factory from the spring in specially designed, 
glass-lined tanker cars. The plant was fully mechanized, and the company boasted that human 
                                                      
237 “Ground Broken for New Plant,” Los Angeles Times, January 11, 1925. 
238 “Cruising Industrial Los Angeles,” Los Angeles: Los Angeles Conservancy, 4-5. 
239 “Up-To-Minute Bakery a Notable Acquisition,” Los Angeles Times, August 19, 1917; “Café Here Added to Hoyt’s Coast 

Chain,” Los Angeles Times, October 7, 1919; “Candy Company Plans New Home,” Los Angeles Times, January 27, 1929. 
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hands never touch the pure spring water. Exemplifying the trend of revival-style architecture, the 
modern facility was built in the popular Mission Revival style, featuring a tile roof and mosaic 
decorative details.240 Similarly, Sparklett’s bottling plant (extant), designed by Richard D. King and 
built in 1929, was designed in a Moorish style complete with roof domes and mosaic murals.241 
Other notable industrial acquisitions such as the California Milling Company (1923, extant) and the 
Weber Bread Company (1925, extant) were built in more modern styles, utilizing steel frame 
construction, reinforced concrete, and brickwork.242 

 
Rendering of the Sparklett’s Bottling Plant in Highland Park, dated 1929 

These businesses were just a few of the many food processing industries to open or expand 
operations in Los Angeles during the boom of the 1920s. In 1924, the Los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce reported that an average of 50 industries relocated to the city every month. Of the 54 
companies setting up shop in January of 1924, five were food processing businesses, including three 
bakeries, a bottling plant, and a producer of celery catsup.243 

During the Great Depression, the expansion of industry in Los Angeles slowed considerably. Food 
processing industries weathered the storm better than most businesses, and continued to see 

                                                      
240 “Bottling Plant to Open,” Los Angeles Times, September 23, 1917. 
241 Los Angeles Conservancy, “Cruising Industrial Los Angeles,” 13; “Progress in Southern California Industry,” Los Angeles 

Times, April 28, 1929. 
242 “Three Local Firms Build New Homes,” Los Angeles Times, March 14, 1920; “Work is Started on New Grain Elevator,” 

Los Angeles Times, July 29, 1923; “Survey Here Shows Industry Continues Growth as All Lines Report Improvements,” 
Los Angeles Times, October 4, 1925; “Ground Broken for New Plant,” Los Angeles Times, January 11, 1925; “Finish Two 
Structures,” Los Angeles Times, April 4, 1926.  

243 “Fifty-four Industries Locate Here in Month,” Los Angeles Times, January 20, 1924. 
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modest growth. In the early 1930s, Hostess Cupcake and Van de Kamp’s Bakery (2900-2930 Fletcher 
Drive, Historic-Cultural Monument No.  569) both opened facilities in Los Angeles.244 A large, two-
story building designed by J. Edwin Hopkins, Van de Kamp’s Bakery façade was designed in the 
Dutch Renaissance Revival architectural style. Construction was also completed on a large milling 
operation, the V-O Milling Company (extant), in 1933. The company’s president, Max Viault, justified 
the large expenditure based on his belief “that Southern California industry [was] at the portal of a 
great and substantial business revival.”245 

 
Van de Kamp’s Flagship Bakery at 2900-2930 Fletcher Drive (Historic-Cultural Monument No. 569) 

Source: Wikimedia Commons 
 

Despite the economic hard times, at least two of the city’s bottling plants also significantly expanded 
during the 1930s. Coca-Cola opened its new, Streamline Moderne facility in 1937 at 1200-1334 
Central Avenue (Historic-Cultural Monument No. 138). Designed by prominent Modern architect 
Robert V. Derrah, the revamped bottling plant whimsically resembled an ocean liner.246 The Globe 
Bottling Co. (no longer extant), which bottled the Joy brand of soft drinks as well as beer and 
alcohol, opened its new plant on Daly Street in 1938.247 

During the 1940s and 1950s, growth in the food processing industry did not match the explosive 
expansion that other areas of Los Angeles’s industrial sector experienced. Nevertheless, several 
important, national food-processing businesses located or expanded facilities in the city during this 
period. In 1940, Dr. Pepper opened a bottling plant in Los Angeles and Pepsi-Cola had plans to follow 
suit in 1946.248 A couple of large bakeries also expanded their operations in Los Angeles during this 
time. The Sugar ‘n’ Spice Bakery located its headquarters in the Los Angeles International Airport 

                                                      
244 “Modern Research Ministers to Art of Baking,” Los Angeles Times, June 19, 1931. 
245 “East Side Adds New Plant,” Los Angeles Times, August 13, 1933. 
246 “Cruising Industrial Los Angeles,” 26. 
247 “Open House Festivities to Celebrate Opening of New Globe Bottling Plant,” Los Angeles Times, March 25, 1938.  
248 “Young’s Market Co. Builds New L.A. Plant to Bottle Dr. Pepper,” Los Angeles Times, May 29, 1940; “Pepsi-Cola Unit to 

Expand Here,” Los Angeles Times, July 26, 1946. 
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Industrial Tract in 1950, and two years later Hostess Bakery opened a sleek modern facility (extant), 
replacing its earlier 1930s era bakery.249 

Food processing industries, such as bakeries, fruit and vegetable processing, and beverage 
production, continued to play an important role in Los Angeles’s industrial economy throughout the 
20th century. In addition, food processing industries supported related packaging and container 
manufacturing businesses.250 Currently several dozen food processing companies are still in 
operation in the city of Los Angeles. 

 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: FOOD PROCESSING 

Summary Statement of Significance:  Properties evaluated under this theme may be significant in 
the area of Industry; some are also significant in the area of 
Architecture. Food processing facilities such as mills, 
bakeries, and bottling plants represent the city’s oldest 
industrial endeavors. They are associated with the city’s 
once-prosperous agricultural sector, and represent a 
significant shift in consumerism toward purchasing more 
processed, manufactured food instead of preparing raw 
ingredients from home. Some food processing plants, like 
mills and bakeries, are distinctive property types that can be 
identified by their exterior features. Many are excellent 
example of architectural styles from their period of 
construction and were designed by noted architects.  

 
Property Type #1:    Industrial – Food Processing - Bakery 

Property Type Description:  Bakeries cannot always be distinguished from the exterior, 
though the main bakery building tends to be a large, 
horizontally oriented building with a partitioned space for 
ovens. Some companies marked their bakeries with 
company branding (such as the rooftop sign on Weber 
Bakery) or programmatic styling (such as the Dutch-inspired 
Van de Kamp’s bakery) as a way to cultivate a household 
name for their baked goods.  

Property Type Significance:  Intact bakeries may be significant in the areas of industry 
and social history because they represent one of the city’s 
key food processing industries during an era that 
experienced a broad shift away from home baking. Bakeries 
that have retained most or all the character defining 
features are also significant for their property type because 
they demonstrate the evolving process of baking on a 
factory-scale. Bakeries may also be significant examples of 

                                                      
249 “Bakery Firm Will Build New Headquarters for State Here,” Los Angeles Times, July 23, 1950; “New Hostess Cake 

Bakery,” Los Angeles Times, October 3, 1952. 
250 “Cruising Industrial Los Angeles,” 3. 
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architectural styles of the day and the work of noted 
architects.  

 

 
Weber Bread Company on Crocker Avenue, featuring an iconic rooftop sign. Source: Authors 2010 

 

Geographic Location:  Citywide. Generally have industrial zoning, although earlier 
bakeries may be located in commercial districts. 

Area(s) of Significance:    Industry; Architecture  

Criteria:     NR:  A/C  CR: 1/3  Local: 1/3 

Period of Significance:    1887-1965 

Period of Significance Justification:  Date range represents the initial establishment of local 
industry in the city and the point in time when the property 
type is less significant in the context of widespread 
production of processed food.   

Eligibility Standards: 

• Constructed between 1887 and 1955 as a bakery 
• Possesses the distinctive character defining features of a bakery 

 
Character Defining/Associative Features: 

• Retains most of the essential character defining features from the period of significance 
• One or more utilitarian buildings on a single property 
• Large, horizontally-oriented brick or concrete building(s) 
• Separate buildings or partitioned space for ovens 
• May possess the programmatic design or branding of a well-known bakery company 
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• May be associated with a company of regional or national significance 
• May also be significant under a theme within the Architecture and Engineering context 

and/or the work of noted architects 
 

Integrity Considerations: 

• Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Feeling, and Association 
• Setting may have changed  
• Original use may have changed 

 
 

Property Type #2:     Industrial – Food Processing - Bottling Plant 

Property Type Description: Bottling plants are difficult to distinguish from other 
shops and warehouses, although most of the known 
extant plants used programmatic styling and 
branding to cultivate a physical presence and 
advertise their beverages. 

Property Type Significance: Intact bottling plants may be significant in the areas 
of industry and because they represent one of the 
city’s key food processing industries in the early 20th 
century. The rising popularity of bottled beverages 
in the early 20th century is represented in the 
establishment and growth of bottling plants that 
catered to the local and regional markets.  Many of 
these bottling plants represent brands that became 
regional “household names” due to the success of 
their production and marketing, and may be key 
considered locations within their corporate history. 
Bottling plans may also be significant examples of 
architectural styles of the day and the work of 
noted architects.  

 

Geographic Location:  Citywide  

Area(s) of Significance:     Industry; Architecture  

Criteria:     NR: A/C  CR: 1/3  Local: 1/3 

Period of Significance:     1887–1955 

Period of Significance Justification:  Date range represents the initial establishment of 
local industry in the city and the point in time when 
the property type is less significant in the context of 
widespread production of processed food.   



SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statement     
Industrial Development, 1850-1980 
  
 

Page | 134 

Eligibility Standards: 
 

• Constructed between 1887 and 1955 as a bottling plant 
• Possesses the distinctive character defining features of a bottling plant 

 
Character Defining/Associative Features: 

• Retains most of the essential character defining features from the period of significance 
• 1–2-story building with an open interior plan for bottling equipment (equipment does not 

need to be present) 
• May possess programmatic design or branding of a well-known beverage company 
• May also be significant under a theme within the Architecture and Engineering context 
• May be a key location within the corporate history of a bottling company 
• May be associated with a company with regional or national significance 

 
Integrity Considerations: 

• Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Feeling, and Association 
• Setting may have changed  
• Original use may have changed 

 
 

Property Type #3:    Industrial – Food Processing - Flour Mill 

Property Type Description:  Early mills were in Los Angeles were typically three stories 
in height.  They were often serviced by spur railroad lines, 
which sometimes entered the mill building proper. As mills 
transitioned from millstones to mechanical rollers during 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, they were enlarged to 
4–6 stories in order to accommodate the machinery. Mills 
were still typically brick masonry structures and were 
reinforced with heavy wooden framing to withstand the 
mechanical vibrations of the milling process. All mills have 
associated grain silos or storage bins, which allow the 
companies to stockpile grain when prices are low. During 
the 20th century, grain silos became standardized. They are 
usually built of reinforced concrete, 100 feet high, and 6–30 
feet in diameter. Mills generally are surrounded by ample 
yard space, and milling complexes may contain other 
associated structures such as offices, screen rooms, process 
and warehouse buildings, power plants, and covered 
loading bays.251 

Property Type Significance:  Flour Mills may be significant because they represent one of 
the city’s oldest industrial endeavors. They are one of the 
few distinctive food processing property types in Los 
Angeles.  Flour mills that retain key character defining 

                                                      
251 Munce, Industrial Architecture, 186-189. 
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features may also be significant as a good example of the 
flour mill property type. They may also be significant 
examples of architectural styles of the day and the work of 
noted architects.  

Geographic Location:    Citywide 

Area(s) of Significance:   Industry; Architecture 

Criteria:     NR: A/C  CR: 1/3  Local: 1/3 

Period of Significance:    1831-1955 

Period of Significance Justification:  Date range encompasses the oldest known flour mill and 
the point in time when the property type is less significant 
in the context of widespread production of processed food.   

Eligibility Standards:  

• Constructed between 1831 and 1955 as a flour mill 
• Possesses the distinctive character defining features of a flour mill 

 
Character Defining/Associative Features: 

• Retains most of the essential character defining features from the period of significance 
• Multi-story mill facility, typically 3–6 stories 
• Mill surrounding by ample open yard space 
• Heavy wooden framing with brick walls 
• Multi-story reinforced concrete grain silos, hoppers and elevators 
• May possess associated structures, such as warehouses, offices, covered loading bays, and 

power plants 
• May be associated with spur railroad line 
• May also be significant under a theme within the Architecture and Engineering context 

 
Integrity Considerations: 

• Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Feeling, and Association 
• Setting may have changed  
• Original use may have changed 

  



Exhibit 1. Parcel Profile Report

This exhibit comprises four Parcel Profile Reports, as the Sparkletts 
Bottling Plant occupies a portion of lots 17, 18, 24, and 25, within 
the 1920 3583 Tract.



City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
1/23/2026

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 156A221   135

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 37,140.5 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 594 - GRID J1

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5474026007

 Tract TR 3583

 Map Reference M B 40-90

 Block None

 Lot FR 17

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 156A221

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Northeast Los Angeles

 Area Planning Commission East Los Angeles APC

 Neighborhood Council Historic Highland Park 

 Council District CD 1 - Eunisses Hernandez

 Census Tract # 1834.02000000

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

 Administrative Review None

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning M1-1

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2441 Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone

  ZI-2129 State Enterprise Zone: East Los Angeles

  ZI-2498 Local Emergency Temporary Regulations - Time Limits and 
Parking Relief - LAMC 16.02.1

 General Plan Land Use Limited Manufacturing

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Minimum Density Requirement No

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) Yes

 Specific Plan Area None

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 HistoricPlacesLA No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

      CPIO Historic Preservation Review No

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

4500 E LINCOLN AVE

1416 N AVE 45

1416 N AVENUE 45

4518 E LINCOLN AVE

4520 E LINCOLN AVE

4516 E LINCOLN AVE

 

ZIP CODES

90041

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

ENV-2026-333-CE

CHC-2026-332-HCM

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-3375

CPC-2008-4683-CA

CPC-1989-177

CASE-3148

ORD-97656

ORD-181128

ORD-172316

ORD-129279

ZA-7189

ENV-2013-3392-CE

ENV-2008-4684-ND

AFF-38068

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 RBP: Restaurant Beverage Program Eligible 
Area

None

 ASP: Alcohol Sales Program No

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 AB 2334: Low Vehicle Travel Area Yes

 AB 2097: Within a half mile of a Major Transit 
Stop

No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Medium

      Non-Residential Market Area Medium

 Inclusionary Housing No

 Local Affordable Housing Incentive No

 Targeted Planting No

 Special Lot Line No

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Not Eligible

 Mixed Income Incentive Programs

      Transit Oriented Incentive Area (TOIA) Not Eligible

      Opportunity Corridors Incentive Area Not Eligible

      Corridor Transition Incentive Area Not Eligible

 TCAC Opportunity Area Moderate 

 High Quality Transit Corridor (within 1/2 mile) No

 ED 1 Eligibility Not Eligible

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone Active: Toland Way Elementary

 500 Ft Park Zone None

 Zanja System 1 Mile Buffer No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5474026007

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 SPARKLETTS DRINKING WATER CORP  

      Address 5660  NEW NORTHSIDE DR STE 500
ATLANTA GA 30328

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land 
Records)

 

      Owner FOREMOST WATER CORPORATION

      Address 1439 N AVE 46 
LOS ANGELES CA 90041

      Owner FOREMOST WATER CORPORATION

      Address 1439 N AVE 46 
LOS ANGELES CA 90042

      Owner SPARKLETTS DRINKING WATER CORP

      Address 4500 YORK BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA 90041

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 4.345 (ac)

 Use Code 3100 - Industrial - Light Manufacturing - One Story

 Assessed Land Val. $6,613,284

 Assessed Improvement Val. $1,125,337

 Last Owner Change 08/30/2013

 Last Sale Amount $9

 Tax Rate Area 4

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.gov



 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 6666604   

  1623      

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1929

      Building Class CX

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 44,626.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2  

      Year Built 1945

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 105,000.0 (sq ft)

 Building 3  

      Year Built 2008

      Building Class SX

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 7,600.0 (sq ft)

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5474026007]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Coastal Bluff Potential No

 Canyon Bluff Potential No

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Yes

 Wells None

 Sea Level Rise Area No

 Oil Well Adjacency No

 Universal Planning Review Service Applicability Needs Review

 Environmental

 Santa Monica Mountains Zone No

 Biological Resource Potential Low

 Mountain Lion Potential Low

 Monarch Butterfly Potential No

 300-Foot Habitat Buffer No

 County-Designated SEAs and CRAs No

 USFWS-designated CHAs No

 Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) No

 Criterion 1 Protected Areas for Wildlife (PAWs) No

 Seismic Hazards

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.gov



 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) Within Fault Zone

      Nearest Fault (Name) Raymond Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.50000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Moderately Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 13.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) -75.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.50000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone Yes

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area None

 Tsunami Hazard Area No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone None

 Jobs and Economic Development Incentive 
Zone (JEDI)

None

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

 Housing

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5474026007]

 Ellis Act Property No

 Just Cause For Eviction Ordinance (JCO) No

 Housing Crisis Act and Resident Protections 
Ordinance Replacement Review

Yes

 Housing Element Sites

      HE Replacement Required N/A

      SB 166 Units N/A

 Housing Use within Prior 5 Years No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau Central

           Division / Station Northeast

                Reporting District 1125

 Fire Information  

      Bureau Central   

           Battallion 2

                District / Fire Station 55

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2008-4683-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Description(s): A CODE AMENDMENT TO REVISE THE CURRENT HILLSIDE AREA DEFINITION AND ESTABLISH A NEW DEPARTMENT OF 
CITY PLANNING HILLSIDE AREA MAP.

Case Number: CPC-1989-177

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Description(s): CONTINUATION OF CPC-89-0177.  SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FOR CONTINUATION.

Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW 
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE 
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

Case Number: ENV-2008-4684-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Description(s): A CODE AMENDMENT TO REVISE THE CURRENT HILLSIDE AREA DEFINITION AND ESTABLISH A NEW DEPARTMENT OF 
CITY PLANNING HILLSIDE AREA MAP.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-3375

CASE-3148

ORD-97656

ORD-181128

ORD-172316

ORD-129279

ZA-7189

AFF-38068
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC6 2020 Color-Ortho 01/23/2026
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 4500 E LINCOLN AVE Tract: TR 3583 Zoning: M1-1

APN: 5474026007 Block: None General Plan: Limited Manufacturing

PIN #: 156A221   135 Lot: FR 17  

 Arb: None  
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