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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—July 8, 2021

Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS

e The Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant “exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community” for its association with early Japanese American settlement patterns in Boyle
Heights and for its association with commercial development along the E. 1st Street streetcar
line in the 1920s.

e The Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant “embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” as a well-preserved example
of a modest single-family residence designed in the Queen Anne architectural style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of particular
historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

The Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant is a one-story commercial building with a
one and one-half-story single-family residence at the rear located on E. 1st Street between S. Mathews
Street and S. Fickett Street in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1890,
the residence was designed in the Queen Anne architectural style. In 1925, then-owner Ryohei
Nishiyama moved the residence to the rear of the lot and constructed the vernacular-style commercial
building facing E. 1st Street. Originally a Japanese grocery store, the commercial building was
converted to a food establishment in the 1950s, and in 1956, Otemo Sushi Café (now called Otomisan
Japanese Restaurant) opened in the easternmost storefront of the building. Still operating today,
Otomisan Japanese Restaurant is the last remaining Japanese restaurant in the neighborhood and
believed to be one of the oldest continuously operating Japanese restaurants in Los Angeles.

Boyle Heights is among the oldest communities in Los Angeles and was developed as one of the city’s
first residential suburbs. Up until the late nineteenth century, when William Henry Workman developed
the Boyle Heights subdivision and the completion of the transcontinental rail line to Southern California
spurred a real estate boom, the area retained a pastoral character and remained almost entirely
undeveloped. In addition to platting a system of streets and parcels for Boyle Heights, Workman
constructed a horse-drawn streetcar line that crossed the Los Angeles River at Aliso Street and ran
down Pleasant Avenue and First Street to connect the area to the city’s core. Over the years, inter-
urban transportation accelerated the pace of development in the region and ultimately transformed the
sparsely populated area into a more urbanized streetcar suburb. Between 1880 and 1900, Boyle
Heights’ population had increased from 300 or 400 families to 10,670 people; the population continued
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to steadily increase until the 1920s, at which point Boyle Heights had largely been built out. This rapid
residential growth was accompanied by the development of various commercial and institutional uses
to serve the day-to-day needs of the area’s growing population. Conforming to a pattern typical of
streetcar suburbs, commercial development mostly occurred along what were then the community’s
two principal streetcar routes, 1st Street and Brooklyn Avenue (now E. Cesar E. Chavez Avenue).

In the first decade of the 20" century, Los Angeles was home to the largest Issei, or Japanese
immigrant, population of any city in California. For this community, districts along E. First Street and W.
Sixth Street in Downtown served as the primary residential and commercial neighborhoods, in addition
to providing transitional services for new immigrants. Alongside the employment agencies for new
arrivals, the neighborhoods contained a number of Japanese rooming houses for single male laborers,
a few single-family residences rented out to Japanese families, and a growing number of commercial
stores, service establishments, and social/cultural centers that served Issei communities throughout
Southern California. By 1906, the E. First Street area became known as Little Tokyo and had a high
concentration of Japanese businesses and residences east of Alameda Street. However, between 1910
and 1915, the Japanese community began to expand into small enclaves outside of Downtown Los
Angeles, including Boyle Heights. The more suburban environment and absence of restrictive
covenants made Boyle Heights desirable for many Japanese families looking to purchase homes. Along
with several important religious and cultural institutions, commercial establishments, specifically
restaurants, anchored the Japanese community in Boyle Heights for years to come.

The 1890 single-family residence is located to the south (rear) of the lot and faces E. 1st Street. Irregular
in plan, the residence is of wood-frame construction with wooden clapboard siding and has an
intersecting gable and hipped roof with composition shingles. The primary, north-facing elevation is
asymmetrically composed and features a raised and recessed front porch. The main entrance is
accessed from the porch and is obscured by a metal security door. A secondary entry is accessed from
a short staircase with a railing on the east-facing elevation. Fenestration includes transom windows,
bay windows, and double-hung windows, many with wood surrounds. Ornamental elements include
spandrels, spindle work, turned wood posts, sunrise motifs, and fish scale cladding on the gable ends.

The 1925 commercial building is located to the north of the lot and fronts E. 1st Street. Rectangular in
plan, the building is of wood-frame construction with stucco and wood siding and has a flat roof. The
primary, north-facing elevation has three storefronts, each with a primary entrance consisting of wooden
doors, transoms, and display windows. The easternmost storefront, Otomisan Restaurant, has a wood
awning and exterior wood screens partially covering the storefront windows. Two projecting signs are
located above the east and middle storefronts. The westernmost storefront has flush-mount signage.
The interior of Otomisan Restaurant features red button tufted booths, built-in wood cabinets, laminate
wood paneling, and counter seating.

Since the relocation of the residence to the rear of the parcel and the subsequent construction of the
commercial building in 1925, the subject property has experienced several alterations. Alterations to
the commercial building include the installation of wood flooring in 1927; the addition of interior partitions
and the construction of a room to the rear of the building in 1929; the construction of a private storage
room in 1937; the removal of interior partitions and addition of glass panels to the storefront in 1946;
the addition of a wall to divide one store into two, the addition of a bathroom and window, and the
application of stucco to the primary elevation in 1951; the construction of a storage room to the rear
elevation in 1967; and the installation of a plexiglass sign for Otomisan Japanese Restaurant in 1979.
Further, alterations to the single-family residence include the replacement of many of the windows, the
installation of security bars over the windows and security doors, and an addition at the rear, all at
unknown dates. During the Commission site inspection, it was also noted that the flooring of the single-
family residence had been replaced with laminate and several partitions on the ground floor had been
constructed, all at unknown dates.
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In 2001, the 1890 single-family residence was found to be eligible for listing under the federal
designation program and was concurrently listed in the California Register of Historical Resources as
a well-preserved example of the Queen Anne architectural style. Additionally, SurveyLA, the citywide
historic resources survey, identified the Otomisan Japanese Restaurant as individually eligible for listing
under the local designation program as a long-term location of a business important to the commercial
identity of Boyle Heights, noting that it is believed to be the last remaining Japanese restaurant in the
area. In addition, the restaurant was identified as significant in the SurveyLA Japanese-American
historic context statement for the same reasons.

DISCUSSION

The Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant meets two of the Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: it “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social
history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with early Japanese American
settlement patterns in Boyle Heights and for its association with commercial development along the E.
1st Street streetcar line in the 1920s; and it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type,
period, or method of construction” as a well-preserved example of a modest single-family residence
designed in the Queen Anne architectural style.

The subject property represents the story of Japanese American entrepreneurship before and after
World War Il in Boyle Heights. The pioneering Issei generation recognized early on that they had to rely
on their own efforts to meet the social, cultural, and educational needs of their community. As an
example, the Nishiyama family, who owned the property in 1925 and constructed the commercial
building facing E. 1st Street, created economic mobility for Japanese and Japanese Americans in Boyle
Heights during a time when their opportunities were restricted due to land ownership, housing, and job
discrimination. The commercial building originally housed a Japanese-operated grocery store, and later
included a Japanese-operated florist shop and barber shop before the Japanese restaurant opened in
the mid-1950s. Dining establishments such as the Otomisan Japanese Restaurant is part of a larger
history of Japanese American commercial development in Boyle Heights and Los Angeles. Restaurants
were the main business of Japanese immigrants who first settled in Los Angeles before 1900 and
locales such as the subject property have served as important anchors of the Japanese American
community in Boyle Heights for decades.

The expansion of the streetcar network in Los Angeles led to a differentiation between neighborhood
and Downtown commerce. The streetcar made access to the central city easier, and as a result, large-
scale establishments in Downtown Los Angeles served the specialized needs of customers, while
neighborhood stores, like those in Boyle Heights’ business district along 1st Street, provided everyday
essentials within smaller, less impressive structures. The pedestrian orientation, single-story storefront
with housing behind, and vernacular architectural design of the subject property are reflective of
neighborhood commercial development built in response to the streetcar line that serviced the Boyle
Heights community. Also, Japanese-operated grocery stores and restaurants in Los Angeles were
largely located on streetcar routes and the building at 2504-2506 %2 E. 1st Street is a rare remaining
example of 1920s streetcar commercial development in the neighborhood.

Furthermore, the single-family residence represents a modest Queen Anne cottage constructed for
working and middle-class families. The Queen Anne architectural style became the most dominant style
in residential architecture in the United States from 1880- 1900, popularized by the distribution of
pattern books and architectural magazines. Although Queen Anne architecture was often a style
associated with the upper and middle- and wealthy-class, smaller more modest Queen Anne-style
residences were also constructed for the middle- and working class. Modest single-family Queen Anne
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cottages once were a ubiquitous housing style constructed throughout the United States from the 1880s
through the first decade of the 20™ century and were often built by real estate speculators in early Los
Angeles residential subdivisions. Queen Anne cottages were smaller and less decorative than the
custom Queen Anne residences of the upper middle and wealthy classes. The subject property’s
asymmetrical massing, combination wood clapboard and shingle siding, prominent covered front porch,
tall, narrow windows, and decorative millwork detailing are all characteristics of the Queen Anne
architectural style.

Despite interior and exterior alterations, the subject property retains sufficient integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration,
enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for
protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited to
maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant as an Historic-Cultural
Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code
(“LAAC™) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant
impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Although the single-family residence is currently listed on the California Register of Historical
Resources, without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation that includes the front
commercial building, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property in its entirety could
be lost through incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable
historic site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly
incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction
activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be exempt
based on the following:

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation
of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation
is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
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reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2020-6023-CE was prepared on July 12, 2021.

BACKGROUND

On October 8, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On November 5,
2020, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. In accordance
with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10, on December 9, 2020, the owner requested
up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. On July 8, 2021, a subcommittee of the
Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and Milofsky conducted a site inspection of the
property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.

The original expiration date of March 20, 2021, is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant
to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling
of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period.
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply.
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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 because the
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further
investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant is a one-story commercial building with a
one and one-half-story single-family residence at the rear located on East 1% Street between South
Mathews Street and South Fickett Street in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles.
Constructed in 1890, the residence was designed in the Queen Anne architectural style. In 1925, then-
owner Ryohei Nishiyama moved the residence to the rear of the lot and constructed the vernacular-
style commercial building facing East 1% Street. Originally a Japanese grocery store, the commercial
building was converted to a food establishment in the 1950s, and in 1956, Otemo Sushi Café (now
called Otomisan Japanese Restaurant) opened in the easternmost storefront of the building. Still
operating today, Otomisan Japanese Restaurant is the last remaining Japanese restaurant in the
neighborhood and believed to be one of the oldest continuously-operating Japanese restaurants in Los
Angeles.

Boyle Heights is among the oldest communities in Los Angeles and was developed as one of the city’s
first residential suburbs. Up until the late nineteenth century, when William Henry Workman developed
the Boyle Heights subdivision and the completion of the transcontinental rail line to Southern California
spurred a real estate boom, the area retained a pastoral character and remained almost entirely
undeveloped. In addition to platting a system of streets and parcels for Boyle Heights, Workman
constructed a horse-drawn streetcar line that crossed the Los Angeles River at Aliso Street and ran
down Pleasant Avenue and First Street to connect the area to the city’s core. Over the years, inter-
urban transportation accelerated the pace of development in the region and ultimately transformed the
sparsely-populated area into a more urbanized streetcar suburb. Between 1880 and 1900, Boyle
Heights’ population had increased from 300 or 400 families to 10,670 people; the population continued
to steadily increase until the 1920s, at which point Boyle Heights had largely been built out. This rapid
residential growth was accompanied by the development of various commercial and institutional uses
to serve the day-to-day needs of the area’s growing population. Conforming to a pattern typical of
streetcar suburbs, commercial development mostly occurred along what were then the community’s
two principal streetcar routes, First Street and Brooklyn Avenue (now E. Cesar E. Chavez Avenue).

In the first decade of the 20" century, Los Angeles was home to the largest Issei, or Japanese
immigrant, population of any city in California. For this community, districts along E. First Street and W.
Sixth Street in Downtown served as the primary residential and commercial neighborhoods, in addition
to providing transitional services for new immigrants. Alongside the employment agencies for new
arrivals, the neighborhoods contained a number of Japanese rooming houses for single male laborers,
a few single-family residences rented out to Japanese families, and a growing number of commercial
stores, service establishments, and social/cultural centers that served Issei communities throughout
Southern California. By 1906, the E. First Street area became known as Little Tokyo and had a high
concentration of Japanese businesses and residences east of Alameda Street. However, between
1910 and 1915, the Japanese community began to expand into small enclaves outside of Downtown
Los Angeles, including Boyle Heights. The more suburban environment and absence of restrictive
covenants made Boyle Heights desirable for many Japanese families looking to purchase homes.
Along with several important religious and cultural institutions, commercial establishments, specifically
restaurants, anchored the Japanese community in Boyle Heights for years to come.

The 1890 single-family residence is located to the south (rear) of the lot and faces E. 1 Street. Irregular
in plan, the residence is of wood-frame construction with wooden clapboard siding and has an
intersecting gable and hipped roof with composition shingles. The primary, north-facing elevation is
asymmetrically composed and features a raised and recessed front porch. The main entrance is
accessed from the porch and is obscured by a metal security door. A secondary entry is accessed from
a short staircase with a railing on the east-facing elevation. Fenestration includes transom windows,
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bay windows, and double-hung windows, many with wood surrounds. Ornamental elements include
spandrels, spindle work, turned wood posts, sunrise motifs, and fish scale cladding on the gable ends.

The 1925 commercial building is located to the north of the lot and fronts E. 1% Street. Rectangular in
plan, the building is of wood-frame construction with stucco and wood siding and has a flat roof. The
primary, north-facing elevation has three storefronts, each with a primary entrance consisting of
wooden doors, transoms, and display windows. The easternmost storefront, Otomisan Restaurant, has
a wood awning and exterior wood screens partially covering the storefront windows. Two projecting
signs are located above the east and middle storefronts. The westernmost storefront has flush-mount
signage. The interior of Otomisan Restaurant features red button tufted booths, built-in wood cabinets,
laminate wood paneling, and counter seating.

Since the relocation of the residence to the rear of the parcel and the subsequent construction of the
commercial building in 1925, the subject property has experienced several alterations. Alterations to
the commercial building include the installation of wood flooring in 1927; the addition of interior partitions
and the construction of a room to the rear of the building in 1929; the construction of a private storage
room in 1937; the removal of interior partitions and addition of glass panels to the storefront in 1946;
the addition of a wall to divide one store into two, the addition of a bathroom and window, and the
application of stucco to the primary elevation in 1951; the construction of a storage room to the rear
elevation in 1967; and the installation of a plexiglass sign for Otomisan Japanese Restaurant in 1979.
Further, alterations to the single-family residence include the replacement of many of the windows, the
installation of security bars over the windows and security doors, and an addition at the rear, all at
unknown dates.

SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually eligible
for listing under the local designation program as a long-term location of a business important to the
commercial identity of Boyle Heights, noting that it is believed to be the last remaining Japanese
restaurant in the area. In addition, the property was identified as significant in the SurveyLA Japanese-
American historic context statement for the same reasons.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of particular
historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further investigation
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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BACKGROUND

On October 8, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-day
expiration date of November 7, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is
tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’'s March 21, 2020 Public Order
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal
Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling
HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders.
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| See attachment.
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broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community,
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7b. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION
Property Description

The Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant is located on East First Street between
Mathews and Fickett Streets in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles. The property
includes a single-story commercial building fronting East First Street, followed by a small
surface parking lot, and a one and one-half story Queen Anne style residence located at the rear.
The buildings retain sufficient integrity to convey the property’s significance.

Residence - Exterior (2508 East First Street)

The primary (north) elevation of the one and one-half story Queen Anne style residence faces
East First Street. Situated approximately three feet above grade, the wood-framed residence has
an irregular plan and is clad in clapboard except for the gable ends, which feature fish scale and
sunrise motifs. The building has an intersecting gable and hipped roof sheathed in shingles. The
front porch is raised and recessed. The porch is obscured by a plastic tarp; however, based on
what is visible, a spandrel, spindle work, and turned wood posts are present. The fenestration is
asymmetrical with windows of various sizes and heights present, including tall, one-over-one
double hung sash windows in paired and single placement. All of the visible windows are non-
original with original wood surrounds. The entrance is accessed from the raised porch. A
rectangular transom window is located above the entrance. The door finish is obscured by a non-
original metal security door.

The fenestration on the secondary (east and west) elevations of the building is irregular. Six
windows with wood surrounds of various sizes and heights are present on the east elevation; two
on the first story and four on the second story. The southeast window on the first story has metal
security bars. One window opening to the northeast is boarded up. All but one window on the
east elevation is non-original. The only original window on the second-story has metal security
bars. The second-story window on the northeast is a dormer window with a sunrise motif at the
gable end. There is a slight jog at the center of the east elevation. A non-original window with
wood surrounds and metal security bars is present at the east elevation of the rear portion of the
building. A secondary entry is accessed from a short staircase and single-sided railing. The door
finish at the east elevation of the rear addition is obscured by a non-original metal security door.

The west elevation features a two-story bay window coordinating with the gable roof. A total of
nine windows with wood surrounds of various sizes and heights are present. Five windows are
located at the first story and four at the second story. The window that is on the rear portion of
the building on the first story is boarded up. With the exception of this window, all windows on
the first story have non-original metal security bars.

The rear (south) elevation is one and two-stories high. Two small single-story wood additions are
located at the southwestern and southeastern sections of the rear elevation. The fenestration is
irregularly arranged. There is one non-original window and a secondary entry at the southeastern
addition. Three windows with wood surrounds of various sizes and heights are present at the
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second-story. The dormer window at the center of the second-story has non-original metal
security bars.

Access to the residence was not granted by the owner. The description was developed from
current photographs. Due to the location of the building near the rear (south) property line, only
northwestern and northeastern views of the rear elevation were possible. The interior cannot be
described beyond the changes indicated by the permits.

Commercial building - Exterior (2504-2506%2 East First Street)

The single-story building was built in 1925 in a vernacular style on a block of mostly low-rise
commercial and residential buildings. The building has a rectangular plan and is clad in stucco
with lateral wood siding. The building has three storefronts. The storefront entrances feature
wooden doors, transoms, and display windows. Two projecting signs are located above the
easternmost and middle storefronts. The westernmost storefront features signage that is flush-
mount. A flat roof covers the building.

The primary (north) elevation faces First Street. The building is three bays wide with three
partially-glazed wood framed entrances with transoms that lead to each individual business. Each
business has a retractable security gate. Otomisan Restaurant, the easternmost storefront, features
two picture windows with a single light above on both sides of its entrance. Otomisan has a
wood awning and its storefront windows are partially covered with exterior wooden screens. The
middle storefront, Koinonia Café, features one large picture window to the east of its entrance.
Both Otomisan Restaurant and Koinonia Café have projecting illuminated signage. Signage
above the Debt Defenders business is modern and flush-mount.

At the secondary (east and west) and rear (south) elevations the building is stucco. Over the
years, there have been a number of additions at the rear (south) elevation that abut the original
building. The roof at the additions are downward sloping and covered with asphalt shingles.

Two visible doors and a non-original window with security gates are present at the rear facade of
the addition. At the rear addition directly behind Otomisan Restaurant, the roof is slightly higher
than the adjacent addition. This portion is enclosed by a six-foot wooden fence.

Otomisan Japanese Restaurant — Interior (2506 ¥ East First Street)

Three red button tufted booths are located along the western wall and a short counter with five
stools face the eastern wall. Built-in wood cabinets are present along the eastern wall. A doorway
at the south wall leads to the kitchen and a bathroom. The ceiling and walls are finished in
smooth plaster. Laminate wood paneling is present on the lower portion of the walls and the base
of the restaurant counter.
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Character-Defining Features

Two-story residence - Exterior (2508 East First Street)

e Intersecting gable and hipped roof

e Wood clapboard siding

e Dormer windows

e Fish scale and sunrise motifs at gable ends

o Two-story bay window coordinating with gable roof
® Recessed entrance

e Front porch supported by wood colonettes

Single-story commercial building - Exterior (2504-2506%2 East First Street)

Wood screens at storefront windows of Otomisan Restaurant
Projecting plexiglass signage for Otomisan Japanese Restaurant
Three individual entrances at lot line

[ J
°
[ J
e Street-facing storefront windows
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ALTERATION HISTORY

12/08/1924

02/03/1925

04/15/1925

02/19/1927

04/27/1929

05/31/1929

11/19/1937

03/06/1946

04/20/1951

06/04/1951

05/15/1967

04/04/1979

08/26/1985

Construct one-story one-room commercial building.

Move two-story residence to rear of parcel.

Add stores and install two toilets to commercial building.
Change flooring in commercial building from cement to wood.
Add interior partitions to commercial building.

Add room to rear of commercial building.

Add private storage room to commercial building.

Remove interior partitions in commercial building; change steel folding
gates to glass swinging doors; add glass panels to storefront.

Add wall to convert one store into two for a total of three businesses
within the commercial building. Bathroom and window in bathroom added
to commercial building.

Add stucco to front and one end of commercial building.

Add storage room to the southeast (rear) elevation of commercial building.

Install a 3/8 double-faced plexiglass projecting sign for Otomisan
Japanese Restaurant.

Re-roof commercial building with rigid built-up Class B material
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7B. Statement of Significance

The subject property at 2504-2508 East First Street consists of a one and one-half story Queen
Anne style residence and a one-story vernacular commercial building. The property is significant
for its association with early Japanese American settlement patterns in Boyle Heights and for its
association with commercial development along the East First Street streetcar line in the 1920s.

In 1925, Ryohei Nishiyama moved the residence to the rear of the lot and constructed a one-story
commercial building facing East First Street. By doing so, he created economic mobility for
Japanese and Japanese Americans in Los Angeles during a time when their opportunities were
restricted due to land ownership, housing, and job discrimination.

The subject property narrates the story of Japanese American entrepreneurship before and after
World War II in Boyle Heights. The commercial building originally housed a Japanese-operated
grocery store, and later included a Japanese-operated florist shop and barber shop. In the 1950s,
the grocery store was converted to a food establishment. In 1956, Otemo Sushi Café (now called
Otomisan Japanese Restaurant) opened in the easternmost storefront of the commercial building.
Todays, it is the last remaining Japanese restaurant in the neighborhood and believed to be one of
the oldest continuously-operating Japanese restaurants in Los Angeles. The buildings and
signage at 2504-2508 East First Street represent multiple layers of historical and cultural
significance, including early residential development in Boyle Heights, streetcar commercial
development, and Japanese American commercial development in Boyle Heights.

The subject property meets Criterion 1 for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural
Monument:

It is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community.

The subject property also meets Criterion 3:

It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen,
inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction.

The subject property meets the registration requirements outlined for:

e SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Residential Development and
Suburbanization, 1880-1980: Early Residential Development, 1880-1930

e SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Commercial Development, 1859-1980:
Commercial Identity, 1850-1980 and Neighborhood Commercial Development, 1880-
1980 (Subtheme: Streetcar Commercial Development, 1880-1934 and Subtheme:
Restaurants, 1880-1980)

e SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los Angeles,
1869-1970: Property Types Associated with Business and Commerce
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Historical Background

Japanese American Development in Los Angeles
In 1910, Los Angeles was home to the largest Issei population in the United States.'

The city’s expansion in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
combined with its fertile rural environs, made the city attractive to a diverse range
of immigrants. The San Francisco earthquake also played a pivotal role in Los
Angeles’ ultimate dominance over northern California as home to the state’s
Japanese population. On the other hand, isolationist political leanings,
immigration laws, and restrictive residential policies aimed at Asians challenged
Los Angeles’ Issei.”

The West Sixth Street and East First Street neighborhoods served as the primary residential and
commercial neighborhoods for Japanese immigrants in Los Angeles in the early 1900s.” The
population around West Sixth Street developed due to the presence of several boarding houses
that catered to Japanese immigrants as well as employment agencies that brokered Japanese
immigrants as day laborers.* By 1906, the East First Street area became known as Little Tokyo
and had a high concentration of Japanese businesses and residences east of Alameda Street.”
European American owners leased space to Japanese residential and commercial tenants.® Extant
examples include 606 East First Street (1913; architects Morgan & Walls) and 620 East First
Street (1911; architect J.E. Lacey). Both buildings had retail operations on the first floor and
furnished rooms on the second floor that catered to the Japanese American community.” Some of
the Japanese-operated businesses in Little Tokyo included pool halls, restaurants, bookstores,
and barbershops. According to SurveyLA, the first known sushi bar was opened by Gentario
Isoygaya on Weller Street.® Many of the early buildings that housed Japanese-operated
businesses in Little Tokyo were lost due to urban renewal projects in later decades.” However, a
portion of the neighborhood, the Little Tokyo Historic District, roughly bounded by 301-349
East First Street, 110-120 Judge John Aiso Street, and 119 Central Avenue, was preserved and
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1995.

From 1908 to 1920, 20,000 Japanese “picture brides” traveled to Hawai’i and to the continental
U.S. to join their spouses.'® With the influx of women and new marriages, there was an increase

! SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 1869-1970, 11. The term Issei refers to the first-generation of
Japanese immigrants to North America.

? Ibid., 12.

* Ibid., 18.

*Ibid., 17.

* Ibid.

®Ibid., 21

7 Ibid.

® Ibid.

® Ibid.

1% Erika Lee, The Making of Asian America: A History (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2015), 113. The term
“picture bride” was used to describe an arranged marriage made by parents or matchmakers based on photographs.
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in Japanese American children and families in Los Angeles. This impacted settlement patterns of
Japanese Americans in Los Angeles and ushered in a period of community stabilization. Despite
restrictive immigration and land ownership laws as well as discriminatory housing practices
across t1h16 city, the Japanese community in Los Angeles flourished during the years before World
War II.

In 1915, Los Angeles’ first Japanese American nurse, Mary Akita, opened her small home at
Turner and Alameda streets, just east of Little Tokyo, as a maternity hospital for Issei

women. 2 According to the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the Japanese Hospital,
“By the 1910s, the increase in the birth rate within the Japanese community, along with the
deleterious effects of the 1918 Influenza pandemic signified the need for more substantive
medical care since mainstream health care facilities often discriminated against ethnic
minorities.” " In the years following the pandemic, Japanese medical professionals began to
think about how they could establish a facility that would better address the needs of the
community. '

The pioneering Issei generation recognized early on that they had to rely on their own efforts to
meet the social, cultural, and educational needs of the community. Japanese formed kenjinkai
(prefectural associations) and various merchant groups. '>In 1905, the Los Angeles Japanese
Association was established to further the rights and privileges of Japanese residing in the city.
After several moves, the organization settled at an office at 117 N. San Pedro Street (not extant).
The Association was membership-based and included 2,500 Japanese-born members. In addition
to the Japanese Association, there were organizations of all the trades in which Japanese worked.
The creation of these organizations reflected the need of community members to work together
for protections and to promote common interests.

After World War I, anti-Japanese sentiment and policies in the U.S. intensified. The California
Alien Land Law of 1913 (also known as the Webb-Haney Act) prohibited “aliens ineligible for
citizenship” from owning agricultural land or possessing leases longer than three years. This law
affected Chinese, Indian, Japanese, and Korean immigrant farmers in California. By 1920,
lawmakers placed more limits to the Alien Land Law, prohibiting Japanese nationals from
leasing land, barred corporations in which Japanese held a majority stock from purchasing land,
and guardians or agents of ineligible aliens were required to submit an annual report on their
activities. Further restrictions included the Cable Act of 1922, and the Immigration Act of 1924.
The Cable Act decreed anyone marrying an alien ineligible for citizenship would lose their

" SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 38.

12 Cecilia Rasmussen, “Hospital a Pillar to Japanese Americans,” Los Angeles Times, 1 February 1998.

B Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument nomination, Japanese Hospital, 8.

“Ibid., 11.

!> Ichiro Mike Murase, Little Tokyo: One Hundred Years in Pictures (Los Angeles: Visual Communications, 1983);
Kenjinkai were based on common prefectural origin and functioned as employment agencies, social welfare
providers, and mutual aid groups. They also fostered a system of collective savings accounts from which
withdrawals could be made for individual and group expenditures. The groups are also remembered for their lavish
annual picnics and New Year celebrations. By 1924, the number of kenjinkai grew to more than two dozen
organizations.
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citizenship. ' The Immigration Act of 1924 (also known as the Johnson-Reid Act) was aimed at
curtailing emigration of Jews, Italians, Slavs, and Greeks, and it targeted Japanese whose entry
was previously regulated through non-legislative means including the Gentlemen’s Agreement.'’

Japanese Americans in Boyle Heights

In the early 20th century, the population of Boyle Heights began diversifying as large numbers of
Eastern European Jews, Russians, Mexicans, Japanese, and African Americans moved into the
area. Historian Wendy Elliott-Scheinberg writes, “A review of federal census records for 1880
through 1920 and school yearbooks for 1923-1939, provides an overview of this ethnically
mixed community, showing conclusively that every block, street, and school contained a
culturally diverse blend.”'®

Japanese families began settling in Boyle Heights in the 1920s. They found the neighborhood to
be welcoming to working class immigrants and free of discriminatory de facto and de jure
housing practices prevalent in other neighborhoods of Los Angeles. In addition to access to
housing, proximity to Little Tokyo, and the development of religious and cultural institutions
were important factors driving Japanese settlement in Boyle Heights.

In 1927, Koyoshi Uono mapped the presence of Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, including
in the Evergreen District, an area in Boyle Heights roughly bounded by Lanfanco Street to the
south, Brooklyn Avenue (now East Cesar E. Chavez Avenue) to the north, Chicago Street to the
west, and Lorena Street to the east. Uono found 350 residences occupied by Japanese families in
the Evergreen District in 1927." He further estimated that 1400 Japanese residents lived in the
district, making it one of the largest concentrations of Japanese in Los Angeles at the time.*’
George Kikuta, born in Boyle Heights in 1942, recalls that many Japanese Americans lived on
East First Street, along the streetcar route.?' Uono’s study and city directories confirm a Japanese
presence on the north and south side of East First Street between Mathews and Mott Streets as
early as the 1920s. Extant examples of the homes where Japanese American families resided
include the subject property at 2508 East First Street (1890), 2612 East First Street (1897), 2620
East First Street (1905), and 2630 East First Street (1895).%* In addition to East First Street,
Japanese lived near Savannah and East Second Street and in other areas in Boyle Heights.23

16 SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 37.

Y Ibid.

*® Ibid., 54.

19 Koyoshi Uono, “The Factors Affecting the Geographical Aggregation and Dispersion of the Japanese Residences
in the City of Los Angeles: a Thesis Presented to the Department of Sociology, University of Southern California,”
June 1929, 133.

% Ibid.

*! Richard Potashin, “George Kikuta Interview,” transcript of an oral history conducted 2008 by Richard Potashin,
Manzanar National Historic Site Collection, Densho Digital Archive,

http://ddr.densho.org/ddr-manz-1-40/, 2008, p 4, July 18, 2008.

221927 City of Los Angeles Directory and zimas.lacity.org

2 Gretchen Tuthill, “A Study of the Japanese in the City of Los Angeles: a Thesis Presented to the Department of
Sociology, University of Southern California,” June 1924, 27. Uono, 132.
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According to Uono, the first Japanese pioneer of Evergreen District was Reverend Junjyo
Izumida.** In 1911, Izumida’s Rafu Bukkyokai (Los Angeles Buddhist Mission) bought two lots
at 209 South Savannah Street and built a large three-story wooden temple, which was later used
as a hall for a city playground.? In 1921, the temple was renamed Higashi Honganji (East
Honganj 1).%° In 1926, the congregation moved to 118 North Mott Street where they built a
second temple building and remained for the next fifty years.?’

The idea of creating a much-needed health facility for the Japanese community came into
fruition in Boyle Heights in 1926. Doctor Kikuwo Tashiro and a group of Japanese doctors
(Daishiro Luroiwa, Fusataro Nayaka, Toru Ozasa, and Matsuta Takahashi) combined their
savings to lease a property at East First and Fickett Streets to build the Japanese Hospital (HCM
No. 1131).%® Despite the rejection of their application to incorporate the hospital, the Japanese
doctors prevailed in the Supreme Court of California, and held a groundbreaking ceremony on
June 19, 1929. Architect Yos Hirose, whose life and work were rooted in Boyle Heights and
Little Tokyo, was selected as the architect for the project.?

As documented in SurveyLLA’s Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, significant religious
institutions continued to be developed in the late 1920s and 1930s. In addition to meeting the
spiritual needs of the community, Japanese temples and churches were community anchors,
providing education, social services, and fellowship for members of the community. Extant
examples include Tenrikyo Junior Church of America at 2727 East First Street (1937-1939;
architect Yos Hirose), Konko Church at 2924 East First Street (1937-1938; architect Yos
Hirose), and the Japanese Baptist Church at 2923 East Second Street (1926-1929, extant/altered),
built by the Los Angeles City Baptist Missionary Society.*

Schools and cultural institutions played an important role in the lives of Japanese Americans in
Boyle Heights before and after World War II. The Rafu Chuo Gakuen Japanese Language
School at 204 North Saratoga Street (1938; architect Yos Hirose) is a rare remaining example of
an institutional building associated with Japanese Americans still in operation. When it opened,
Rafu Chuo Gakuen was one of over 200 Japanese schools in Southern California, and considered
one of the most prestigious.®’ Japanese American students like Bruce Kaji, who grew up in
Boyle Heights in the 1930s, walked over to Rafu Chuo Gakuen after school to attend one hour of

?* Reverend Izumida established the first Buddhist temple in Los Angeles in 1904 at 229 !5 East Fourth Street (not
extant).

2 Uono, 87.

2 Higashi Honganji, “Centennial History,” accessed February 25, 2020, http://hhbt-la.org/?page id=1110.

%’ Ibid. In 1976, a new building was constructed at its present day location on Third Street and Central Avenue.

%8 Because their articles of incorporation were rejected by the California Secretary of State Frank C. Jordan, Dr.

Tashiro and the other doctors enlisted legal services to fight their case. On May 21, 1927, the California State
Supreme Court ruled in favor of the doctors.

2 According to the Historic-Cultural Monument application for the Japanese Hospital, Hirose designed Tenrikyo

Junior Church of America at 2727 East First Street, two blocks from the Japanese Hospital and where he lived on
2607 Gleason Avenue.

30 SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 38.
*! Mike Sonksen, “Japanese Boyle Heights in the 21st Century,” Los Angeles Times, 8 August 2014.
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Japanese language instruction.’” Kaji remembers, “In the evenings, they had activities. I recall
either Wednesday or Thursday, one day was judo and the other day was kendo, and Fridays was
Boy Scout [sic]. So they got me involved in kendo...The same applied to the other boys in the
area. They went to kendo or judo.”*?

The Japanese Young Women’s Christian Association arranged cooking, sewing, and millinery
classes at the Magnolia House at 2616 East Third Street, which opened in 1922 as a boarding
house for girls of European and Japanese descent.”* Through its programs and services directed
at immigrant women and children, the International Institute of Los Angeles at 435 South Boyle
Avenue (1931; architects Webber & Spaulding) had a mission to promote better understanding
between citizens and new immigrants. For many of its early years, Japanese women and children
were the Institute’s largest client base. During World War 11, the Institute protested the unfair
treatment and incarceration of Japanese and Japanese Americans. After the war, the Institute and
others assisted in the resettlement of Japanese immigrants and Japanese Americans.>> The
Institute continued to support Japanese cultural activities and opened its doors to Japanese
American clubs and social gatherings into the 1960s and 1970s.

East First Streetcar Commercial Development

By the late 1800s, continued residential and commercial growth in Boyle Heights was spurred by
advances in inter-urban transportation, which transformed the sparsely-populated area into a
more urbanized streetcar suburb.?’

In 1889, the horse-drawn streetcar line that served Boyle Heights was replaced by
a cable rail line that was operated by the Los Angeles Cable Railway and ran
down First Street; the cable car line, in turn, was replaced by a more modern and
efficient electric streetcar line in the 1890s. An additional electric streetcar line
was constructed on Brooklyn Avenue in 1899 to accommodate an increase in
ridership, and by the early twentieth century streetcars traversed almost every
major thoroughfare in the area.”®

From 1900 to 1930, Los Angeles had one of the most extensive streetcar networks of any city in
the county.®” Los Angeles was served by the Los Angeles Railway and the Pacific Electric

%2 Martha Nakagawa, “Bruce T. Kaji Interview I,” transcript of an oral history conducted 2010 by Martha
Nakagawa, Densho Visual History Collection, Densho Digital Archive, http://ddr.densho.org/media/ddr-densho-
1000/ddr-densho-1000-289-transcript-76f2303633.htm, p 5, July 28, 2010.

33 1y
Ibid.

3 According to SurveyL A, the Queen Anne style residence was built for Los Angeles City Councilman E.L.

Blanchard and is also a significant example of an intact late nineteenth century residence in Boyle Heights.

*> The National Register Forsythe Memorial School for Girls at 506 North Evergreen Avenue, originally a boarding

school for girls, was reopened as the Evergreen Hostel in 1945 to provide short-term accomodations to Japanese
Americans who returned to Boyle Heights after incarceration.

3 SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 72.
7 SurveyL A, Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 11.
38 1.

Ibid.
39 SurveyL A, Commercial Development, 1859-1980, 19.
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Railway Company. The Los Angeles Railway trolleys were known as “yellow cars” and carried
more riders than the Pacific Electric’s “red cars.” According to SurveyLA, “There are relatively
few intact examples of streetcar-oriented neighborhood commercial architecture left, particularly
in concentrations dense enough to qualify as districts.”*°

Boyle Heights had matured into a bustling streetcar suburb by the 1920s, with the majority of
commercial development located along the neighborhood’s two principal streetcar routes, East
First Street and Brooklyn Avenue (now East Cesar E. Chavez Avenue Boulevard).*' In 1920, the
Los Angeles Railway’s Pico Heights Line was through-routed with the East First Street branch
of the Boyle Heights and West 7" Street Line and renamed the West Pico and East First Street
Line, or more popularly known as the “P” Line.** The rail service continued through 1963.*

According to Uono, of ninety randomly selected business owners in Little Tokyo, at least half
lived in Boyle Heights.** But there were also Japanese-operated businesses in Boyle Heights. In
1927, Boyle Heights had at least four Japanese-operated grocery stores (including the subject
property at 2506 East First Street), a fish market, and a barbershop.* These businesses were
concentrated on the south side of East First Street east of Breed Street and west of Evergreen
Avenue, along the P-Line, and catered primarily to local Japanese residents.

Japanese-operated grocery stores and restaurants in Los Angeles were largely located on
streetcar routes. *® In 1927, there were 237 Japanese-operated grocery/fruit stands and 250
hotels/rooming houses in Los Angeles.*” While the number of hotels/rooming house operators
increased steadily from 1917 to 1927, the increase in Japanese-operated grocery/fruit stands
increased threefold in the same period. According to Uono, this was due to grocery/fruit stand
operators having access to quality produce. He added anecdotally that Jewish and white grocers
did not allow the customers to select the vegetables, whereas Japanese grocers did.*

By 1937, there were more than thirty Japanese-operated businesses along East First Street,
roughly between Mariachi Plaza and Evergreen Cemetery.*’ They included grocery stores,
restaurants, fish markets, florist shops, liquor stores, retail stores, a tofu manufacturer, and a tea
shop. These businesses served local Japanese residents.

The building located at 2504-2506"% East First Street is a rare example of 1920s streetcar
commercial development along East First Street in Boyle Heights. Built by Ryohei Nishiyama,
the single-story commercial building originally housed a Japanese-operated grocery store, and

** Ibid.

* SurveyLA, Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 11-12.

*2 The Electric Railway Historical Association of Southern California, “West Pico and East First Street,” accessed
March 20, 2020, http://www.erha.org/lary p.htm

* Ibid.

4 Uono, 50.

* Ibid., 133.

*® Ibid., 55.

7 Ibid., 54.

a8 Uono, 60.

* Rafu Shimpo’s Yearbook and Directory, 1937-1938 (Los Angeles: L.A. Japanese Daily News, 1938).
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later included a Japanese-operated florist shop and barber shop. In the 1950s, the grocery store
was converted to a food establishment and initially housed a confectionary and later a Japanese
restaurant.

Vernacular in style, the building was constructed of wood and flush with the sidewalk, with a
small parking lot at the rear. Since its construction, 2504-2506"2 East First Street has been in use
as a commercial property and helps narrate the story of the neighborhood’s development as a
streetcar suburb and Japanese Americans in Boyle Heights.

Historical Background on the Nishiyama Family and the Development of 2504-2508 East
First Street

Ryohei Nishiyama was born in Shizuoka, Japan in 1887.>° He immigrated to the U.S. in 1906.”!
In 1914, he married Koto Ishikawa who would join him in America later that year. The couple
had three sons: Miki born in 1915, Hideki born in 1919, and Takeo born in 1924,

Nishiyama is believed to have worked as a farm laborer in eastern Los Angeles County in his
early years in the U.S.”? By the 1920s, he became involved in various business ventures in Little
Tokyo. From 1921 to 1923, he operated a grocery store at 208 North Alameda Street (not
extant).” A year later he went into business with K. Kai, renting furnished rooms at 128 East
First Street (not extant), where he and his family also took residence.’® During this time, he also
operated a confectionery store at 129 East First Street (not extant).”

A 1924 building permit is the earliest known record identifying Ryohei Nishiyama as the owner
of the one and one-half story Queen Anne style residence at 2508 East First Street. The residence
is believed to have been built for Mrs. Anna E. Littleboy, at the height of Boyle Heights’ early
period of development.®® According to a Sanborn Fire Insurance map, there were nine homes on

* The National Archives at Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C.; Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at San
Pedro/Wilmington/Los Angeles, California; NAI Number: 4486355; Record Group Title: Records of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1787-2004; Record Group Number: 85.

*! The National Archives at Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C.; Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at San
Francisco, California; NAI Number: 4498993; Record Group Title: Records of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, 1787-2004; Record Group Number: 85. Over 30,000 Japanese came to the U.S. in 1907, making them the
largest number ever to immigrate to the U.S. in a single year. The following year, the Gentlemen’s Agreement was
negotiated and the Meiji government agreed not to allow any more laborers to emigrate to the U.S. See Ichiro Mike
Murase, Little Tokyo: One Hundred Years in Pictures, 7-8.

> Year: 1930; Census Place: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California; Page: 22A; Enumeration District: 0728; FHL
microfilm: 2339899; Ancestry.com.

>31921-1923 City of Los Angeles Directories.

> 1924 City of Los Angeles Directory.

> Ibid.

*® Anna (Sindell) Littleboy was a pioneer drug store owner and widow of deceased Union Army officer William
Littleboy. The 1891 Los Angeles City Directory listed Anna Littleboy’s residence as 2508 East First Street and the
1900 U.S. Federal Census confirmed her as the owner of the property. In 2001, an Intensive Survey for the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) Los Angeles Eastside Corridor generated a DPR form for
the residence, recording Martha Sindell as the first documented occupant of the residence in 1897. Research for this
Historic-Cultural Monument application found Martha Sindell to be Anna Littleboy’s mother. The earliest document
identifying the subject property as their shared place of residence was the 1891 Los Angeles City Directory.
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East First Street between Mathews and Fickett Streets in 1894.°” By 1906, all but one of sixteen
parcels between Mathews and Fickett Streets on East First Street had been developed.™®

Nishiyama was one of at least four property owners along East First Street between Mathews and
Fickett who added a commercial component to their property in the 1920s.>" In 1924, J.
Taniguchi was contracted to build a one-story commercial building in front of the Nishiyama
residence. Within a few months, the residence, which had originally fronted East First Street,
was moved to the rear (south) property line. Nishiyama continued to develop his property in the
next few years. By 1927, he added a three-unit Spanish Colonial Revival-style bungalow court
near the eastern property line.

The first documented tenant to occupy the commercial building with the new address of 2506
East First Street is believed to have been Masao Sato. Beginning in 1926 through 1929, the Sato
family operated a grocery store from this location.®® In 1929, partitions were added to the interior
of the one room commercial building, providing space for an additional tenant at 2504 East First
Street, barber Tanezo Masunaga. In the same year, Masunaga added a small sleeping room
behind his barbershop. Through the early 1950s, the commercial building housed a neighborhood
grocery store and barbershop.®’

In 1939, Mr. and Mrs. T. Aoki ran an advertisement in the Rafu Shimpo urging readers, “Don’t
Be Handicapped. The mastering of practical Japanese language and etiquette is a necessity in
social life and business.”®> The Aokis offered night classes twice a week for $2.00 monthly fee at
Yoshin Gakuen at 2508 East First Street, the Nishiyama family’s 1890 residence. Indeed, the
historical record suggests the subject property functioned primarily as an income property for the
Nishiyama family.® Years earlier in 1935, in an annual report filed by Ryohei Nishiyama on
behalf of his son Miki Nishiyama in accordance with the California Alien Land Law of 1920, the
document affirms associated buildings on the Nishiyama property generated income: 2504, 2506,
2508, 2512, 2512 %, and 2514 East First Street.**

The bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 8, 1941 dramatically altered life for Japanese and
Japanese Americans in Boyle Heights, including the Nishiyama family. By February 19, 1942,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which forced Japanese and

>’ Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Los Angeles, 1894-1900, Vol. 2 (1894), Sheet 90b.

>% Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Los Angeles, 1867-1970, Vol.4 (1906), Sheet 468.

> See zimas.lacity.org

% 1926 City of Los Angeles Directory and 1927 Kelts’ Geographic Directory of Los Angeles.

o1 According to city directories, Tanezo Masunaga operated his barbershop for at least twenty years at 2504 East
First Street. His residence was one block away from his barbershop at 2514 Gleason Avenue.

®2 Rafu Shimpo advertisement, 1 February 1939.

® Los Angeles city directories and U.S. Census records list 128 East First Street as the family’s place of residence
between 1924 to 1930. Ten years later in 1940, Miki Nishiyama and his mother Koto resided at an apartment hotel
at 443 Crocker Street in Los Angeles, where Koto worked as the manageress and Miki as a hotel worker. According
to building permits and city directories, various members of the Nishiyama family list 2508, 2510%, 2512%, and
2514 East First Street as their place of residence at different times during the 1920s through the 1960s.

64 Ancestry.com. California, Alien Land Ownership Records, 1921-1952 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2014.
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Japanese Americans into temporary assembly centers before being transported to one of ten
incarceration camps. City directories of 1941 and 1942 indicate that the grocery store owned by
the Nishiyamas at 2506 East First Street was leased to Max Gordon, but it is not known if the
family leased all of the buildings at the subject property through the duration of war.

The Nishiyama family was incarcerated at Gila River Concentration Camp in Arizona from July
1942 to October 1943. Following the loyalty questionnaire that was administered in 1943 to
incarcerees, the Nishiyamas were sent to Tule Lake Concentration Camp in Siskiyou County in
California with other incarcerees who were unjustly labeled as disloyal. Beginning in November
1945 through March 1946, the Nishiyamas were released from Tule Lake Concentration Camp.®

According to the Final Accountability Rosters of Evacuees at Relocation Centers, the
Nishiyamas returned to Los Angeles following incarceration during World War II. In December
1946, the Rafu Shimpo reported that 25,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans resettled in Los
Angeles to an acute housing shortage.®® Some Japanese returned to find their properties
vandalized or burned, while others who had sold their properties before the war had nothing to
go back to. Hostels and other shelters were set up by local church and civic organizations to
provide returnees a place to live as they began to rebuild their lives.

The Nishiyamas were fortunate to have retained the subject property during the war. In time,
they continued to develop it in the 1940s and 1950s, creating a third storefront to the commercial
building at 2504-2506"2 East First Street, which housed Masunaga’s barber shop, Kenzo “Kai”
Akahoshi’s Boyle Heights Florist, and Inaba Grocery. Interior renovations in the early 1950s
converted the easternmost storefront to a food establishment, making way for a restaurant tenant.
In 1950, the Nishiyamas built a second commercial building at 2512 East First Street.®” The
building fronted East First Street and was located in front of their bungalow court, and directly
east of 2504-2506% East First Street.

Ryohei Nishiyama died in 1967 at the age of 80. This was the last year sons Miki and Takeo
Nishiyama respectively listed their address as 2508 and 2508 East First Street. In 2000, eldest
son Miki Nishiyama died and was laid to rest in Evergreen Cemetery in Boyle Heights. Shortly
thereafter, the Nishiyama Family sold the subject property to the Seino Family, the owners and
operators of Otomisan Japanese Restaurant. In 2006, Leo Hayashi, owner of longtime Hayashi
Realty in Boyle Heights, purchased the subject property from Tomi Seino.

Otemo Sushi Cafe/Otomisan Japanese Restaurant

& According to Final Accountability Rosters of Evacuees at Relocation Centers, eldest son Miki Nishiyama was
separated from his wife Tomie and 2/ year old daughter Masako and sent to Fort Lincoln Detention Center in
Bismarck, North Dakota in February 1945. 650 Japanese Americans arrived at Fort Lincoln Detention Center from a
Department of Justice camp in New Mexico and from Tule Lake. They had renounced their U.S. citizenship in
protest to the incarceration of Japanese and Japanese Americans during World War II. At the time of this writing, it
is not known when Miki Nishiyama was released. Ryohei Nishiyama was released from Tule Lake Concentration
camp in November 1945. Koto Nishiyama was released in January 1946. Tomie and Masako Nishiyama were
released in March 1946. Ancestry.com. U.S., Final Accountability Rosters of Evacuees at Relocation Centers, 1942-
1946 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013.

%8 Scott Tsuchiya, “25,000 Resettled in L.A.,” Rafu Shimpo, 21 December 1946.

% See zimas.lacity.org.
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Otemo Sushi Cafe (now Otomisan Japanese Restaurant) opened at 2506 2 East First Street in
1956.%® The restaurant has had three owners: the Seto Family (1956 to early 1970s), the Seino
Family (early 1970s to 2005), and Yayoi Watanabe (2005 to present).

Otemo Sushi Cafe/Otomisan Restaurant is part of a larger history of Japanese Americans and
commercial development in Boyle Heights and Los Angeles. Restaurants were the main business
of Japanese immigrants who first settled in Los Angeles before 1900, creating what has been
called “the restaurant era” of the Los Angeles Japanese.® The first restaurant to serve Japanese-
style cooking (name unknown) was opened in 1896 on New High Street in present-day
Chinatown. In the same year, restaurant operator Tsuruhei Yamashita rented a residential house
at 227 Boyd Street (not extant), where his employees also lodged. The building is believed to be
the first Japanese residence in Los Angeles and an indicator that his restaurant business was
successful.”° Fifty-two restaurants operated by Japanese made 13% of the total income generated
by Japanese businesses in 1917. Other than farming, Japanese-operated restaurants generated
more income than any other Japanese-operated business that year. By 1927, there were 146
Japanese-operated restaurants in Los Angeles.”'

Otemo Sushi Cafe’s original owners were Toshiro and Yetsuko Seto. Both were born in
Northern California; Toshiro in San Francisco in 1915 and Yetsuko in Ukiah in 1914.7 At the
time of this writing, it is unknown why, or when the Setos arrived in Los Angeles. On November
7, 1959, Toshiro Seto’s Otemo Sushi Cafe and Kenzo Akahoshi’s neighboring business Boyle
Heights Florist made the front page of the Rafu Shimpo when a P-car hit Seto and his passenger
Hitsubun Morita, while Seto was turning into the restaurant’s parking lot. The P-car sent Seto’s
vehicle into Akahoshi’s Boyle Heights Florist, shattering its storefront window, but not
Akahoshi’s valuable showcase and other display items.”

In the 1950s, Patsy Duncan, who grew up two blocks away from Otemo Sushi Cafe at 2520 East
Third Street (1895), remembers her family used to walk to the restaurant to buy sushi as omiyage
(gift) to bring to relatives in Riverside. During this time, the restaurant made hundreds of bento
box lunches for kenjinkai (prefectural) meetings of local Japanese that were held on the
weekends at local parks such as Griffith Park and Elysian Park.”* “In the old days, it was pretty
busy. So you’d see people sitting inside or standing outside waiting to get in,” said Reverend
Alfred Tsuyuki, a former patron.”

®8 Hector Becerra, “Eastside Sushi? Si,” Los Angeles Times, 25 August 2007.

%1897 City of Los Angeles Directory.

70 Uono, 30. Prior to 1900, few Japanese immigrants could afford a home, but rather rented rooms in small
Japanese-operated boarding houses, rooming houses run by whites, or lived in the back part of their shops.

" bid.

72 City directories and business advertisements placed from 1959 to 1969 in The Rafu Shimpo confirm that the
restaurant located at 2506 2 East First Street was called Otemo Sushi Cafe, and not Otomi Cafe, as published
erroneously in several contemporary newspaper articles and SurveyLA’s Japanese American Historic Context.
73 “Tram strikes car rear to set off chain reaction,” Rafu Shimpo, 7 November 1959.

7 Hector Becerra, “Eastside Sushi? Si,” Los Angeles Times, 25 August 2007.

7 Ibid.
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In the early 1970s, the Setos sold the business to Akira and Tomi Seino, who changed the name
to Otomisan.’® The Seinos installed a double-faced projecting sign in front of the restaurant that
read Otomisan Japanese Restaurant in 1979.”” A family friend confirms that Tomi Seino was
called “Tomi-san,” or “Otomi-san” by all.”® The Seinos lived close to the restaurant at 2627
Gleason Avenue, near the corner of Mott Street and Gleason Avenue.”” In the 1970s, there were
still several Japanese families who lived on Gleason Avenue, including the Akahoshis, who ran
the Boyle Heights Florist, located in the storefront next to Otomisan, and the Masunagas, whose
father (now deceased) had operated his barbershop at the westernmost storefront of the building.
By the 1970s, the neighborhood’s demographic was shifting. Many of the early immigrant
groups of Boyle Heights, including Japanese, had moved to other areas in Los Angeles, and the
neighborhood began to emerge as a predominantly Mexican American neighborhood.

According to customers, Akira Seino was the sole cook and Tomi Seino took care of everything
else at Otomisan.®® “[Tomi] greeted, served, set the tables, and cleaned up everything outside of
the kitchen,” recalled family friends.® Otomisan’s menu comprised of traditional Japanese
homestyle dishes, including tonkatsu, oyakodon, sukiyaki, tempura, miso soup, and noodles
(soba and somen). They also made sushi, sashimi, and to-go bento boxes. The Seinos made small
adjustments to reflect its broader customer base.** Family friends of the Seinos recall there was a
bottle of Tapatio hot sauce on every table in the restaurant because many customers liked
Japanese food to be spicy.®

In 2005, when Akira Seino passed away, Otomisan closed for six months. Yayoi Watanabe, a
Boyle Heights resident and owner of a nearby dry cleaning business on 4th and Fresno streets,
convinced Tomi Seino to sell the restaurant to her. Watanabe did not want Otomisan to suffer the
same fate as Fuji Cafe, another longstanding Japanese restaurant in Boyle Heights that
disappeared after one of its owners died.**

Otomisan remains largely unchanged since the days of Otemo Sushi Cafe, according to longtime
residents. The cozy interior includes three red button tufted booths and a short counter with five
stools. Built-in wood cabinets and the cash register could be found behind the counter. A
doorway beyond the counter leads to a small kitchen.

Watanabe and cook Yukishige Hamada have kept Akira Seino’s old recipes and his notes on
customers’ suggestions for ingredients, which continue a legacy of Japanese homestyle cooking
in Boyle Heights.* In 2006, Councilmember Jose Huizar bestowed Otomisan with a certificate

’® Ibid; According to a July 1973 City of Los Angeles Directory, the restaurant still bore the name of Otemo Cafe.
77 Building permit for sign, April 1979. It is not known when the Seinos changed the restaurant’s name to Otomisan.
78 Marlon Okazaki, email message to Andrea Griego and Rosalind Sagara, February 18, 2020.

" Ibid.

8 Hector Becerra. “Eastside Sushi? Si,” Los Angeles Times, 25 August 2007.

# Marlon Okazaki, email message to Andrea Griego and Rosalind Sagara, February 18, 2020.

% Ibid.

% Ibid.

# Mike Sonksen, “Otomisan: The Last Japanese Restaurant in Boyle Heights,” KCET Departures, July 31, 2012.

% Ibid.
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of recognition, affirming the restaurant’s longtime contribution and continued commitment to the
economic vitality of the neighborhood.

The subject property at 2504-2508 East First Street is a rare and largely intact example of early
residential and streetcar commercial development in the central portion of the Boyle Heights
neighborhood in Los Angeles. The property also represents the entrepreneurial and enduring
spirit of the Nishiyama Family. Their contributions and legacy were multiplied by the Japanese
business owners that were associated with the subject property before and after World War I1.

Between 1911 to 1924, anti-Japanese sentiment in Los Angeles was at its peak as evidenced by
anti-Japanese resolutions passed by the California legislature, opposition to naturalization efforts
by Japanese, and housing discrimination. Despite these challenges, beginning in the 1920s,
Boyle Heights emerged as an important neighborhood for Japanese Angelenos because of its
proximity to Little Tokyo, access to housing, and important institutions that were built by and for
the community. In time, Japanese opened businesses in Boyle Heights, providing needed goods
and services, while creating jobs and contributing to the local economy. This growth and
prosperity were harshly interrupted by World War II and the incarceration of Japanese and
Japanese Americans. Following the war, the Nishiyamas and others who had lived in Boyle
Heights before the war returned to the neighborhood and slowly began to rebuild their lives in
Los Angeles.

By the 1970s, the Japanese American commercial presence in Boyle Heights had dwindled. The
population of Japanese American residents in Boyle Heights had also declined due in large part
to the wartime incarceration of Japanese Americans, but also as Japanese Americans moved to
other areas of Los Angeles and Southern California. The property at 2504-2508 East First Street
has endured for over 100 years and remains a testament to the extraordinary and lasting impact
everyday people and places have on multiple generations of Angelenos.
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Primary facade of 2508 East First Street (1890). Photo by M. Rosalind Sagara.



Primary facade, view facing south.
Photo by M. Rosalind Sagara.




Primary facade of 2504-2506%; East First Street, view facing southwest.
Photo by Vivian Escalante.



Primary entrance of Otomisan Japanese
Restaurant, view facing southeast.
Photo by Sue Hwang.
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1927 map of the
Japanese community in
the Evergreen District
in Boyle Heights
(Koyoshi Uono).



Uono’s research on Japanese businesses in Los Angeles, p. 54 (Koyoshi Uono, 1926).
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Map showing Boyle Heights and
other key Japanese American
enclaves in 1940. Los Angeles
City Planning Commission, 1943,
(Special Collections, UCLA.
http://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/
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Map of the Japanese Population in
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Nishi (“Japanese Settlement in the
Los Angeles Area,” Yearbook of the
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Geographers Vol. 20, 1958)
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Proved.

B2 8 3R REBRBREBESE IES

& B

REFORT AND ACCOUNT FOR TUE YEAR OF 1934.

Inoowe recelved from the real uyr riy of the minor
fron 2004, 206, 2L06, 2W1Z, =612%, snd Z514 Enot
Firet Street, Los Angeles.

Moreh $§ 1N,
April 122,00
Yoy 119,00
Juna 122,00
July,

&

ug.
duple.
Oot.
Nov.
Deo. $ 1157.00

Expensss -
Tax b111 - ;prll - § 98,00
v

0ve £9.20 187,20
Iighting Naintensnoo 43,18
dt. Bond ispoua. 43.92
Bepuir of sldewalk 28.00
(By oxder of City)
Waster BIL11 25.64
Foyueate of pricclpel sad

loterest oo losn — iR
-

Cosh edvances to minor - B60,00 1499,58

Bolanse to Cunrdinn 368.82

That the property of the minor was soquired
by cancelllag s 00 trust deed m;
1ag to the gourdlen and the payment of 00
of the minoy = that the guardlsn desires
to moke & memorsndun chorge of the stme 1o
tha event 1t becomes necedssry for him to
take sdventage of the sane in the future,
:‘n:‘th:uter: :Tu- a charge of o0,
out any de “lml-. eto.
‘hn Cuardlan H

That your guerdlon -lhcu the faot to bde that he de~
oixes to méke M oharge Lor services. sdveneed, or other ohn‘rq
that should & belance exist in his fuvor et the tersinetion
tho eotste, the suze will be walved, That the order of oourt
peraitting the purchane of the Mo;cr" provided thet the note
ard truot doed of tha 'urahu wonld be woived: that 1f the oomrt|
wishes to disellow the sum of §28500.00, it may ba done with the
eonaent of thila guardisn.




State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
L NRHP Status Code 2S2, 5S3
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of 3 Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) 2504 E 1ST ST
P1. Other Identifier:
P2. Location: L] Not for Publication Unrestricted a. County Los Angeles
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
b. USGS 7.5' Quad Date T . R . 1/4 of 1/4 of Sec ; B.M.
c. Address: 2504 E 1ST ST City Los Angeles Zip 90033
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone ; mE/ mN

e. Other Locational Data (e.g. Parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
Primary elevation oriented north, northeast onto 1st St.

Parcel No. 5180006002
P3 Description: (Describe resources and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, and boundaries)

South Building: Two story; rectangular plan; Queen Anne single-family residence; hipped roof with a rear side-gable roof and
dormers; wood clapboard siding; wood-frame roof, wood-frame structure; covered front porch supported by wood colonettes
decorated with spindles and brackets; double-hung windows with single-light sashes.

North Building: One-story; rectangular plan; 1940s commercial building; stucco exterior walls; multi-light door (alteration); storefront
windows (alteration).

P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)

P4. Resources Present: Building [structure DObject [Ulsite  [pistrict [_IElement of District ] Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b Description of Photo:

(View, date, accession #)

Norht Elevation, Lkg S, Sept 2007

P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:

[ IPrehistoric Historic [ JBoth
1886 c.

P7. Owner Address:
HAYASHI,LEO AND JUNE M TRS E
901 WANDERING DR
MONTEREY PARK CA, CA 91754

P8. Recorded by:

(Name, affiliation, and address)
Jon Wilson

PCR Services

233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 130
Santa Monica, CA 90401

P9. Date Recorded: 9/1/2007
P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive Level Survey

P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")

Attachments: [ ] NONE Continuation Sheet [ ] District Record [ ] Rock Art Record
[ ] Location Map Building, Structure, and Object Record [ ] Linear Feature Record [ Artifact Record
[ ] sketch Map L] Archaeological Record L] Milling Station Record L] Photograph Record

L] other: (List)

DPR 523B (1/95) PCR Services Corporation



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD
Page 2 of 3 NRHP Status Code: 252, 553

Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 2504 E 1ST ST

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name

B3. Original Use: Residential B4. Present Use:  Commercial and Residential
B5. Architectural Style: Queen Ann

B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

1898: Residence constructed.
1940: Commercial building constructed..

B7. Moved? No [ | Yes [ | Unknown  Date: Original Location:
B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: Unknown B9b. Builder: Unknown
B10. Significance: Theme: See Below Area
Period of Significance: = 1873-1912 Property Type Commercial and Residential ~ Applicable Criteria A, C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)
1. Theme: House and Yard

Residences Associated with Railroad, Horsecar, and Cable Car Suburbs, 1873-1912

2504 1st Street is significant for its association with the earliest Boyle Heights residential developments that were triggered by the
construction of public railcars that connected Boyle Heights to downtown. It represents the impact of transportation technology on
the growth patterns of Los Angeles. Also, it is one of the oldest extant residences in the survey area.

Often, the early suburbs were aided by a local or interurban train line that connected the subdivision to the city center. Early
residential development in Boyle Heights was sparked by the horsecar, cable car, and later the electric car connecting Boyle
Heights to downtown Los Angeles. Although the early horsecar that ran along 1st Street was the first public railcar to connect
Boyle Heights to downtown, it appears population growth and development in Boyle Heights was triggered by the “Los Angeles
Cable Railway” which invested $1,000,000 in 1889 for new tracks and machinery to extend the rail line to 1st Street and Chicago
Streets in Boyle Heights.

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
B12. References:

LA City Building Permits, Los Angeles Times, Sanborn Maps

B13. Remarks:

B14. Evaluator: Jon Wilson PCR Services
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 130
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Date of Evaluation: 9/1/2007

(This space reserved for official comments.)

DPR 523B (1/95) PCR Services Corporation



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 46 of 3 Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) 2504 1ST ST

Recorded by  Jon Wilson Date 9/1/2007 L] continuation [ Update

B10 Significance (Continued)

Single-family residences constructed in Boyle Heights during the 1890s appear to be either Queen Anne or Eastlake style
residences that tend to have a deep setback from the street. Many of the lots of the existing homes from the late 19th
century with deep front sethacks were added onto with street-fronting commercial buildings, while the original residence
rises from the rear of the lot. Turn of the century properties include American Foursquare and Craftsman residences. In
addition, there were some small farms and dairies in the area located on the larger lots in the subdivisions.

2. Theme: Late 19th/Early 20th Century Residential Architecture, 1885-1910, Single Family Residences
Queen Anne Style

2504 1st Street is significant for its association with the architectural style and culture of late 19th/early 20th century
residential architecture. It represents the influence of Victorian architecture on the architects, designers, and builders
working in the survey area at the turn of the century. Furthermore, 2504 1st Street represents the identity and values of the
occupants.

Queen Anne architecture was an architectural style initiated in England as a reaction against the balance, symmetry, and
proportion of classical architecture. The Queen Anne style residence was imported to the United States from England
during the late nineteenth century. The architecture of the Queen Anne style was defined by its asymmetrical facades
adorned with architectural ornamentation and by its irregular plan. In addition the primary elevation of a Queen Anne
usually had multiple gables, turrets, towers, and dormers of differing heights. The Queen Anne’s were popular in the United
States for their ability to be custom designed, allowing upper middle class and wealthy homeowners to have an original
house that represented their identity publicly through architecture.

Although Queen Anne architecture was often a style associated with the upper middle- and wealthy-class, smaller more
modest Queen Anne’s were also constructed for the middle- and working class. The modest single-family Queen Anne
cottage was a once ubiquitous housing style constructed throughout the United States from the 1880s through the first
decade of the twentieth century. The Queen Anne cottages were smaller and less decorative than the custom Queen Anne
residences of the upper middle and wealthy classes. The Queen Anne cottages were often built by real estate speculators
in early Los Angeles residential subdivisions. The Queen Anne cottage is an important architectural style associated with
working- and middle-class architectural culture in Los Angeles. Character-defining features of the Queen Anne style
include one to two stories in height, asymmetrical primary elevation with a covered front porch, a front gable roof with multi-
level eaves or hipped roof with a front gable over a rounded single-story bay on the primary elevation, a setback entrance
under a covered porch supported with spindlework detailing, and tall narrow windows.

DPR 523B (1/95) PCR Services Corporation
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Gtill Safe From Frost Toll

JAPANESE FARM FLORAL GROWERS
REPORT SHG:‘H&MAGE IN COLD

Tha general b froal mepm = ; Tharsday: cool with heavy Trost
#d carly yewterday and teday in 1 al mighli gealls 1o molarain
Lim Angeiés and vicnily have wrst to morilwvesl wind,”
taken but slight toll amonyg 18- | - &
pansse  prodoce  growess Al Desplio  the whipplag culd
rruch farmers, |F ws dinclised striak thai has cub sceruss b
by . Y, Nakwpum, sserelary wogillaosd, dampges tn fariond- |
ol Uhe Califernin Far- | tore aod sursery stock hes been

mar's Fuloration today, | reinthely lght, i wes fearnad |
With 48-hour advance warnings | Uils merning. s
= g e =4 Japinese, Dower - growers and |
:rr:mh'lr'?: :‘:‘::;h;h Epr_hm;igh-l:}i. : nur:m l: n Bdvag ol Teport Lane |
eaulins poasible 1o protest pinnl-]:f-!:l;li{ -.t‘r :!IJ':.T:E;:E‘;-I:F:T;T:- L:r ;
g X cording to-J, . Whyle, sacrelary |
Maxlmcm tesperaturs 0 Loa| 5t e heem Californla Flornl |
Angeles yewlerlay wia S0 oand| oo Lo |
minimanm 48 Ths T B, Weslliar | Thie kLT Wind Bas prevented thn
Burean fotecast is ma fillows. | treat from sdtting.  Whyte asid |
“Lem. Angeies and vielnlly: | jhug suving growers from the dan. |
Partly clepdy Wednssdny smid | per of {breatening froat

FOUR OUTSTANDING FAVORITES
OF WAL. ‘A’ CASABA LEAGUE
PLAY IN FIRST ROUND CONTESTS |

Torg of Ihe bual gimes of the|who have a few mew players this
WA LY YA™ baskeiball beagus will | seasea, wiil buve n hard thme con- |
ha played mt tho Central T.W.CLA. | guering Whe sticng Co-gda "-"‘:_ﬂ mre
pym tonight from Ti48 po rated high Wh year. The Do-tds |
| The firel gums wiil find Thatlans | probably bBave & alght edge ower|

and Cosmos playing ot 7:45 p, o | Hollywrood ]
Bolh are amoog the outstanding| Oply one gams wes played Tast |
in-mﬂur.lbrrl' for the champlenship. | plght sk Evergreen cotiris Adel- |
| Brenuse of their sxpsrience the| phlans of Pasadens showed offed- |
Coareon ars favored, however, Tha- | alve power 1o defeating Aoetien nrl
tans will glve them u pood battle | Ban Fernando 53-34 |

AL 845 the Hollyweod Guesn! Bellamizme drewt a bye sa Naorth |
Faihers will take o the Co-ods| Hollywood Eiarlelles wilbdrew |
 Tha younjg  Hollyword sextette | from the league

= e e S e iR

Notes

EWANHONETTES SLATE
SHATE PARTY DATE

HOLLYWOOD V. W.HA
MEETING SET TONIGHT
To camiphile fal preparations| OGARDENA, Fub L- ‘Thidewday,
for tha Imstallathon soclal to be| Fed, 10, was pob nn the dats of e}
eid this Fridey, Feb 3, sl the Io- | Swassoneties’ akating party Lo be |
termational Institute, the Holly- | held sl the Hippodrome Rink in |
| wood TOW. HA will hald & special | Langy Beach. Dividing lbe mem- |
| meatlng tonight from T:30 p. m. mb | bera on two nides, n Lickal Mllng
| the Hollywosed Galiusn. Melko Fu-| contest ia now being held, IL was
| fiire tn in charge. Every wmm-|sosuoficed that door prizea would
ber in requesiod to mitend, be awanled holders of Ill:‘ii.rll-h;-
kels ab this "Parly o2 Wheals,'

PLANS FOR NEW TERM
OUTLINED BY KAYANS
A Vilenilos social, joint meet-

Ingw. hewling, furluns Celling wnd
participation’ in  lhe Chilatian

REOYAL BEPORISMEN TO

| HOLI BRATEFEST SENDAY
Aleetings wf lhe Hoyal Sports-
| mén  bave been o chamged  from
| Thursday 1o Friday svesings, At
| thedr txst mesting &t Uve home of
| tbelr mdviser, [he membors Q-
cussad final piuns for Lheir ska- 3
| ting party to be beld wt Bhrine| Church Fun Fesl wers among L
| fink ‘om Sundsy evening, Feb. B | scllvithes cutbaed for tha mew
Tickeln fun bo secuivd from wny | berm of the Kayans who recently
member or st the entranes of the | Inspalled thelr new clficers :LI'. L]

{rink for the msusl psice, lrﬂ:me.‘ party held ol Lem's vale.
Huriko Nisklo heads the now

i

!L‘.I}LDEH BEARS MEET

OX FRIDAY EVENINGS
Meetings of the Colden Bears

have been chanped from Tiursday

Red Army Shifts

Lessen

Tension

On Manchou Line
War Minister "Egmesnibea Soviet |

Frontier Relations

as ‘Calm’ to Diet

TORYD, Feb 1 (Daomsel ) e
it that the recenl shaks-up In
the Soyiet For Easiem Anmy
Tas Iwen pariiaily respoasilde [or
ibe lessening of lemsinn ol tes
Manchiukwr-Siberinn horder
was expremsed iy War Minkster
Selshirn Tinguki s & Lawer
Hiare hinlgel wrasim interpebis-
Hlum Timday,

The Fed Army in easiern Asis
has been nlesdily crenstng mil
tary forces nlong. the Aunen
kuaf frontier sigce the ChAngH:
feng Inchdent, hut I8 now i
the drect command of Baviet Coa-

| trnl Military hesdquarters, Tiagaki

1ol members of the et in a=s
waer to n question plated by Rep-

| reseptative Taids [Minseilod.

I the drostle resrgnrimijon wnd
shake-Gp of Ls Red Army Follow-
Ing the Rus-Japaizess battles si
(hanpkafeng lnst year, lhe ¥if-
tually indepanient rommand of the
Far Esat Army wag surbed and
Marahal Vassily Biuscher, then U
supreme contipunder-in-chief, was
pecalled

wThe conatunt. threat of Hoviet
nrmed foraea neroms Lhe Manchod
koan border ba undversally kndwn
Tagakl decinred, tal the changel

Pally Kimura Leads
Hawthorne Casabans

HAWTHORNE, Fele 1—Lad ty
Polly Kigars, whess eye Tor Lbe
basket woored 24 of their tram's
40 points, the Hawthorne Y.W.B.
A. wextes upssb the Lox Angeles
T.W.ELA. cagabans 30-21 b the
Central Y.W.C.A, gvm in Los Ab-
gries, A fant aod rugRed offense
provid foa much fur Lhe ARgHe
naua.

Althougt the Wanjlen thrualensd
In U fiEa] guarier, they wers -
abls to enich wp with the H'n_wl:h-
arne givty  Lily Inouys and Gayo-
ko Hatsckn pesmed & polnts each

BUDDY UND SPEAKS
(N NORTHERN CITY

MARYSVILLE, Feb. l.—Duddy
Kazware Une will loctore 10 the
Yoo Bolase Dutte Coluss :ua;r::-.-r
of the J.ACL. tomorrow nighl at
the Marynille Japaness hall, The
publid {s-invited Lo attend, It bas
i i

h?mt-.;m.g he leetueed Lo the
Banty Cruz Selnen-kal, the Lioas
elub In Watssoorille.

SHRINE ROLLER RINK
‘lapanese Skating Party'

EVERY SUNDAY EVENING
WE SELL SRATES AND FARTE
e W Bl Bl rhaad FE B8

Uubnkly and essily.
privele lssons i moders
paliroom duaclug. Besson-
able ralek,
LORRAINE DANUE BTULIU
T 5 Drosdwny

| ayatem of direct eemiral froem Mos.
o s tended 15 thaks the border
clankies lesa frequenl. The Eitue-
| Han wt presenl waa described as
| enlen,
A Tidl peassring note was wdd.
|,,: by Lhe War Minkste by e
ileratlin ul Lhe statement that Ja-
| pamere-Alanckoukusn  ortes . sA-
| tiomed alupg the borded atw fUlly
& cope wilh any poasible
i

DINNER HELD

P.-T.h. Dinner Raises Fund
Ta Carry Qut Work

By ELLEN RUNISAKI

adl Cenrmgeidenl, Th Rii ATTE
WEST COVINA, Fulbu l--More
(has 300 Americnna and Japasess
| em 4 B chots=mein dnmer, e
gevenih nnnual dioner spensored
by the Wesi Covina P-TA. AL
procéeds of the dinner wazs For-
wArded 1o the Fparsom Lo carTy Ul
Lhalr pFogTRm.

Fhig Hrshimolo served as -
tor of ceremonisd.  Gengorn Naka-
marn, president of the Cermiral Ju-
[aress azanelnlion amd Actag e
sl Suzuld of Las Angelss spols
klgh peaises of the frieodship ex-
sting belween the Twm nalindefls
tien in ithin culmmhunity.

For enteriainmant Ilu-dnr'lm:.. 1'.:;-
meonica seloctiams, magia i, VO

cal nlmbers and an exhibition of
keruda and Judo thers presenied.

l TODAY

—_———a
| 7A U, CASARA gumes ab s,
. Jntferscn Bigh pym, 7 poim
LAY CASABA pames sl Cens
tral TW.C A, THE pom.
HIEOSHIM A SETNEN Kal méat
lag st offiee, & pom
ICLA, ALL-TT poeial st Campos
YOW.LLA, B30 pom
HOLLYWDOOD  T.W.E.A  specinl
mesting al galkian, 730 p. 5.

New Tomia BRg.
NI E lat BL

“"Evenings by A
Crpeay S

ENBOLL Nlw

PARISIAN BCHOOL DF
FASHION ARTH

Fres Huond Cuttiag
mand

14
M1 G800

ALA A860 rei L) amel] po

mights Lo wvery Friday ak & pom
st lhe L. A, Jupacoss Haptist
chureh during he curresl Loskel-
I Ball seasom, it wan annoended - by
| Takde Hatsoka tedny.

| wies iy [ enbinel. Other officers  finclude
[ 357 Kev, FUIDORI o Fukiko Uba, vice-president; Mar-
viokatun gk iy siret Malmmmoto, seccetary; Shi-
| LRoT Lo8 ANCRLES, P 1| geko: Shigekawn, trommurer 3w
;;"t'*;:?‘;,_ltt Fufimor by the yahi M:k}:nﬂ. “H:‘uﬂ.:l. maAnngee: |
i ik amushs, 80 clhniromas
Wesk Lo A, Community church thls [ wgﬁ"u Lb.im.u.-f.. Feporier,
| Baturday evening ab 7 p.ow Heser- =
| wathoms are Lo be mads witli Mr.
Tatelshl who will ks master of | FUTAEﬁ KWM ELECTS
| cerwnsonies. Mok Yasakl, youmge |
people’s worker, Will dallver words HEW IEL!‘I_'B DHFFIEEHSL
of greetlegs on behall of e ni-| WEST LOS ANGELES Feh, 1-
IML while Terry Murskaml will | Mary Yowala wes slected to gwide
spbak for Lha jefbel the Fuinba Kwal sl thelr aonusl
aleclion mesting held al Lhe looal
gakuen hail lest weel Flans los
the fulure were discumsed by Lbe
piris
Her eabinet now Includes Masa-
ko Hato, first vies-president. Ba-
chiko Makats, sconnd viee-predl-
dent; Masao INishida, recording
secrelary; Bumike Yawala, corres.
ponding secrefary: Fuanye Usna
Book  Eresmurer; Fumiko Kato,
mOneY LrvAmITer,
NIPPONESE GRAPPLER  |* ° —o—
LOSER IN HOLLYWODD | cor o s Vatricks Day meti. the
o Norwall Benior LG, will hoald ny
A Nipponess grappler caverlng

dimee at the lnonl Woanen's club |
bouss on Mereh 17, Imvwitelioms

E‘&"ﬂf’ . -_,1_;;5, m'i.:; are to be extebded r;_ the various |
to & loss fn 1Tr Sa. on Mondsy o | S2be of the outhlen

Klom Kusek st the Holbywood Le-
glon Bindium, The malch wis oo&
of tha featired allracbloas ou Lha
program  highhghled by Josse
Jumes® victory over Hght heawy-
welght champlon Danny MceShaln
in & pom-tila bodl.

e e
dapanese- Ametiean Mlrror
FRESENTS

Snndaylfﬁemuun
DANCE

Mupeller's Hunmidsy, Feb. &

NEW

ROYAL PORTABLE

Ben Nakano
TYPEWRITER SHOP

137 Seuth San DPeiro Strest

i — ————

Imada Studio

i

W Graduation Porirails
r = furnish cap amd grwn—
YA B8

gy B Ist Bi

Lem’s Cafe

e E s W, L A
REAL CHINERE OOOMINE
A good piane by sal Catesing
b4 EFSAE  WILE aPwALw

Dislees.  MFiEg FURT DRENT
Mieate. Hja-isl Sabed om BAY-
iy, Coen frass 11 K05 =
1 el A M.
Mamarvmileas—TUcher 1334

FhnESANF-JFD

DINE LAVISHLY!

i
L0

EXREFT BAT.

Ballfonen Fram 5§ ta B pom.

Bttt SO 0 L

BT G S FOLD Thilred o CoOrAEt - |L
LR i Enle T B EF — T L |
™ THE BLIP g THE BACK iy

A SmiTARCH THE .Kyu'l:_—_,__

a0 RAR TS e
o Arf THESDE 5. THE

By H.F. O'Neill

FEeaniras A THOD OVERMEAD, SO
VS BTARTLED =~

“acy | oTeaT BURAT w0 "._':‘|
Tl A ATHT WERE —— B
wWHERE D e =

Lavias Qimmer

Dr.H.L. Ludlew, O D
-mwf-{a-:‘;:.: Klsal {lhentele”
FiLs legams He 15 pee. 5 puddtian
NiE W, Saadwiy £ isim M WD e
e —
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MERSURED HEAT |

Nrw DCART
Fermanens Wave

B3l £ lst S, MA 5978

GUARANTEED TYFEWHITERS
Erakdroes WEY AL w1 047

EBfst

BRI TAT CA

Carl Konida's Service Ageneg

Paows Y& T8
=

Unr Mepaire or dpruies
Extrsses REW TOMID M.,

CALIFUESEY BLILAL LT DOCEANCE vaFas]

et i e e [

i LARGEST DOWNTOWN DANCE FLOOR
il ¥34 W, Beventh St MLA aBBE

Dr. ikulde F.

E%_i_ﬁi\?n A BALLROOM

Medical - Surgical - Maternity

il sy
Harea - Varicuss Vsing = Twayls oy OFFpe riieeds

Die.. Julis Rucclanes, [ (. Wanen and Clilklisn

2341 Ea. Breadwnsy
Lot Angaien, Califyreis M, T,

Hiwa!, Wkfa, Werial, [He-aws.
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242 SO. SAN PEDRO STREET

MADISON 9-2231

LOS ANGELES 12, CALIF,

~ ESTABLISHED 1903

NO. 16,873

Banning’s Yamamoto
tallies twice in 33-0 tilt

Prep school varsity football
kicked off to third Ieague tilts
yvesterday and last night at local
gridirons around the City.

Teruo Yamamoto, Banning tail-
back, shined with I.um}n.lumts
in the first and second quarters of
play as the Pilots downed Jordan,
33 to 0. In the first period, the
FPilot back ran around right end
for 3h vards to pavdirt. The other
touchdown came when Yamamoto
ekirted end from seven vards oul,

Quarterback Henry Ota gained
for Gardena, which lost to Nar-
bonne vesterday, 20 to 12, with 50
yvards in short runs and some 90
vards in passes. two of which
were 20 yards each. Bobby Endo,
right guard, also saw action fo
Gardena.

Ron Katanaga, left end, aided
Los Angeles High by completing
numeroits passes and completing
a touchdown pasa in the first half
of play but to no avail as the
Fomans were edged by Fremaont
18 to 14. Steve Furuta and Viclor
Arai played for L.A. High.

In the Dorsey versus Jefferson
tilt, which ended in a 12 to 0 vic-
tory for the latter. Terry Shioshi-
ta. Don's able right half. sparked
in the first quarter when he re-
turned the kickoff and later block-
ed Jeff's conversion.

Trying their best to aid Garfield
were Mas Mivano, Garvy Mavetani,
Dale Nomura, and Bob Hanada.
Miyano, left half, managed to

Nisei Church Games

Mon., Nov, 8 mt Ardmors
T:00—HIC vs, All Peoples
B:00—8Hawtelle va, Clearwater
§:0)0—Holiness vs. U'nion

Mon., Nov, 8 at Normandie
T:00—5t. Marya va. San Fernando
8 (M~ Evergreen vs. Venice
§:00—West Los Angeles vi.

Frea Methodist

Higurashi Bowling Supply

NEW LOCATION
TM0T W. Jefferson (Nr. Bth Ave.)

EBONITE TORNADO

—Liguid Plugging—

REpublic 1-8146

12 noon ta 7:30 — S;L_'lﬂlt 8 pm.
e PP P P o P o P o gty

i
Kenny’s
SPORTING GOODS
FEATURING
BRUNSWICK BOWLING mALL
SWINGSTER & WAT WAST ROWLING SHIRT
Kenji Taniguchi, Prop.

2421 Brooklyn Ave AN 3-3191
e i e e iy !
NISEI UPHOLSTERING !
3763 So. Vermont Ave. .
Recovering - Restyling 7 !
Custom made new furniture & |
—Workmanship Guaranteed— ] !
KIKI CRAFT -
RE 4-3975 2 |
Eveningss WE 38410 U !

Harber Arsnr GA 7-3781 .

Terma if deaired - !
Frea Estimates In Tour Home # I
Steve Kobata @ Bill Ishii i

Eepair - Sales - Sarvice AN 29112

NAGAO’S

Office Machines

Typewriters - Adding Machinss
Caleulators
3421 Bresklym Ave. Les Amgeler 33, Calil.
Lowast price, longer guarantes

Honse of Photography

Weddings - Glamour -- Groupe
ond Baobiss
ROY HOSHIZAKI v
7 L n S, LA 12 MA 50618

SU PLUMBING
& HEATING CO.

TERMS
FREE ESTIMATES

| REPAIRS
REMODELIN®

WATER HEATERS
AIR CONDITIONING

* MA 4-0300
RE 2- 0191

- T — T S —
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=
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PICTURE FRAME
SHOP

Manufacturing wholesale and
retail, Fully equipped, doing
$26,000 to $30,000 per year.
Can add hne of artist's sup-
plies. Eslablished 10 years.
tetiring due to ill health.
Good deal for couple or two
men. Reguires 310,000 cash
to make deal,

Call HO 4-4449

P s Mt ™

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1959

scrape up some 50 yards In short
runs for the Bulldogs which buw-

ed to South Gate, 43 w 0.

"The Roosevelt Rough Riders
were Lrampled by houst Hunlingtun
Park last might, 33 to 7. Fighting
hard fur the Ted's were Richard
Mivagawa, Eddie Kitagawa, James
Sadamoeto, and Kenji Uyetake,

Eill Okamoto at defensive right
ouard plaved his usu |1 fast, hard
same for Venice High in theit
split-hair victory m:: Westchest-
er, 14 to.13.

Wayne Saito in the left puard
slot saw action for Belmont which
wis stomped by Fagle Rock yes-

terday, 31 to 0.

Holiday Bowl men
enroute to Chicago

Hanko Okuda and Paul Uyvemu-
ra of the Holiday Bowl board of
directors will enplane for Chicago
on Monday to attend a two-week |
managerial training courae given
Ly the Brunswick Co.

Entoute humeward, they will
stop at St. Louls, Mo, (o ‘L'Jﬂl'[|

with Nurm Meyvers une of the na-) - -

lion's lup buwling Instructors and!
meniber of the famed Falstalfl

Ledinl. |

NETTERS ARRIVE

TOKYO, . United Ftﬁt[‘sl
Davis Cup ace Barry Mackay
Davton, Olio and Myron Franks|
of los Angeles arrived Thursday
to compete in the 35th All Japan|
Tennis Championships. The eight
day competition will start today.

Elbee Poly trio rack up 5 teedees
to overwhelm L.

City high school Bee football
games showed Sansei going all out
for their respective alma maters
yesterday and last night in tills
held over the Los Angeleg area,

Joe Kumivama, Kiye Hachiya,
and Gary Furuta led L.B. Poly to
a 32 to 0 victory over host L.B.
Wilson yesterday with five touch-
downs between them,

Kumivama, left half. perked up
in the first quarter with a 50 yard
run up the middle to paydirt and
in the second period ran around
end for another 50 yards and six
maore points,

Also in the second quarter, Fu-
ruta in the fullback slot, crashed
through the middle to romp 40
vards to pavdirt. Dana Takeuchi

dt half back kicked Lhe extra
point.
Hachiva, right half, took over

in the third period with a B0 vard
sweep around end and later turned
the opposite end for 20 vards and
another teedee. From there, the
versatile halfback made the PAT.
Others seeing plenty of action
for the Bunnies were Hiro Komori,
Jim Nakasuge, and Roy Shioji.
Jack Endow, Roosevell's prize
halfback, tallied twice in the sec-
ond half to push the Teds to sweet
victory over Huntington Park, 19
to 6. Endow hit pavdirt on a 6

Nov. 5 thru 8, Thurs.-Sun.

Thurs,, Fri, Box office opens 8:30 p.m.
sSat., Sun, 1.30 p.m.
[T} - "
Kuroi Kafun
ITEUVE LOYE)
Ineko Arimas. Kelli Sada, Hiroko Sugia

Akike Kuyama

“Isamihada Senryo |
Otoko”

ITHE FIRE-FIGHTERS)
Kokirhl Tukade, Mlchiko Sica

heuspward, Yuriko Tashiro

Always with English titles

NIPPON THEATRE

Shogo

1520 E, First St. AN 3-94%0

DANCE LESSONS
8 LESSONS ONLY $15

All Dances—Cha Cha, Awing, Fex Trel, Waltz, ste.
Lyern, Proctica, He Fum ond mes) paw Misei
Irisnds, WBeginnar ar Advomeed, Private & Clam
lessons oft, & evms. |

Miss Adair, 390§ Wilshire, DU 7-5474

— HEARING AIDN —
# Uilnsses behind the rear.
+ All In the ear,
# Hooe condoction,
« (onventionnl Alds
$173 - I,
% Hinnumd Alds.
F4a0
FPhone: D7 8-3028
In Lancasier (all
WHitehall 2-5124

Our Reputation Our Success
27 Years Same Location

Diamond engagement
rings, wedding rings,
watches, fine jewelry
& sterling silver
at BIG DISCOUNTS!

Your Money Refunded in
10 Days if Not Satisfied

Charge or budgel mccounts welcomed

DIAMOND IMPORTERS
Dally 9:30 to 8 p.m,

incl. Saturday
Monday night until 9 p.m.

"
Free parking Pershing Garags

CHARLES REMER

Jewelry Co.

MA 6-6751
Seventh floor, 8315 W. 5th St

AT —————————————p A et e LR TR R R e

FEEET 'PDEAL

PRICES

BUICK OPEL

TURBINE DRIVE for’

= Bill Imai

HOURS DAILY & TO 10 PN
SATURDAY, SUNDAY 12 T0 10 PN,
RESIDENCE PHONE AX 1-4586

35 to 40 MI per GAL

at BILL MURPHY BUICK

9099 west washington
CULVER CITY CALIF.

BUS. PHOMES UP 0-1151 WE 7-1111

NO 3-6092

KEI YAMAGUCHI

TERMITE CONTROL SERVICE

FREE INSPECTIONS and ESTIMATES
TEEMITE REPORTS for ESCROWS, LOANS

LICENSED

R e e e T S T

B. Wilson, 32-0

yvard end run and scored again on
a 20 vard pass play whirh Dennis
Yoshimoto set up by blocking an
H.P, punt. Jim Matsuba aided the
Teds with numerous short runs
and Larry Noritomi
Furuta saw action for Roosevelt.

In the lively Venice versus
Westchester tilt, Steve Hamachi,
right half, intercepted a pass and
sped 30 wvards lo score for Llhe
Gondoliers in the first half. West- |
chester was crushed by the Gon-|
dos, 26 to 0.

Evenly distributing his talents,
Venice's Steve Izuhara at d.l:
back, made 30 yard TD passes
each half. Others backing tht- Pm:
doliers were Yoshi Mivamoto, Ron- |

and Stanley |

U{l -

SPORTS SHORTS

nie Hatada, Dennis Tani, and Jim-| TAKAHASHI TALLIES

my Taniyama,
Aiding Gardena ‘Bees

20 to 14 victory over Narbonne
was Kats Nishi, end, who latched |
on to a well-paced aerial and

romped 30 yard§ to paydirt, Mas|
Nakamura at fulback and Vincent |
Okamoto at left half totaled 40|
and 30 vyards, respectively, on
short runs. Olhers playing for
Gardena were David Yanai, Den-

' FOR ARGONAUTS
to lhr‘ir‘ Jim Takahashi scored one of

the three Garden Grove High

touchdowns yesterday as the Ar-

Eonauts sunk Newport Harbor, 21

to 6, in & Sunset League game.
- L -

DEADLINE FOR WLA
SWEEPEHRS Is NOVY. 20
Deadline for entries to the WLA

ks 5 e i sweepers to be rolled on Dec. 5
nis Kobata and Kay Kikawa, land 68 at Piewood Bowl is Nov.
20, Entries should be sent to Mrs.
- r p £ 0] bd = »
SOID'I"I EXPEC“'S Iﬂﬂg 3;1?1 Ll;h:?;r.iv.u., 2117 Sawtelle
fight in civil rights * s o
|UNH WIN EACH FOR
FRESNQO, /. —8en. Thomas H. | GOOTCH & MITCH
Kuchel, R.-Calif, today predicted| gax MATEO. — Nisel riders
;mut}]er ugh'. talkathon' will be- George Taniguchi and Mitchell
gin when civil rights legislation! gy s posted one win each on
I:UT'.HP."" beforea the Senate nexl 1'11']{11'!}-' at Bﬁ-‘!r Meadows, T{lﬂig”"
BTG chi copped the sixth on Primary at
Ruchel, talking to some 1000 %1840 and Shirota the seventh
Fresno county educators. said the gn Soeial Event at 3540
elimination of the filibuster will be il

one of his projects at
congressional session.

The senator said the filibuster
i3 used for only one purpase, to
keep senators from voting.

/ﬁlple S.:'Xe

1563 W. Santa Barbara Ave.
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PORTABLE
STEAM CLEANING
Todusirinl & Coeounercial
Restaurgn! —o— Hoavy Equipmant

Plant Maintenanis
FOR OUR FASTIMATE

WE 4-3829, RE 56127
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-
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CALL

Jyo lida -

L]
ON WINNER
IN FIRST RACE

SAN MATEOQ. -George Tanigu-
chi was in Lthe saddle of Lhe first
race winner on Thursday at Bay
Meadows. He acored on Coin Silver
at $5.40,

CEMETERY EXPANSION
PROGRAM UNDERWAY

FRESNQO. Project to expand
and beaulify the Mountain View
Japanese cemelery is now under-
way, according to the Rev. Norio
Ozaki, secretary of the Japanese
church group.

Under the $2500 reconstruction
program, the cemetery will cover
the Nippon Tract, ABG Tract, and
the St. James Tract.

The fund will be raised through|}
community contributions,

GEORGE 5. ONO
NEW YORK

Life Insurance Co,
Life - Sickness - Accldent
4080 Buckingham Hd, Eesldsnce
AX Z2-0701 2411 Bth Ave,
REpubba 2-3408

Nippon stock brokers
set Hutton & Co. visit

E. F. Hullon & Con. will hosl
15 members of Japanese atock
brokerage firms on a tour of their
facilities at 623 8, Spring St,
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. The group is
winding up a world-wide tour of
stock exchanges, the first time
such a journey has been attemnpted
by Japanese brokers, with a visijt
to the Pacific Coast Stock Ex-
change.

Herbert Kawahara, a regiatered
representative with Hutton, will
act as gulde of the New York
Stock Exchange member firm's
Spring St. offices.

Japanese classical
program at Hollywood Hi

Madame Tokuho Azuma and
Kimio Eto and their students are
presenting a Japanese program ‘of
dance and music at Hollywood
High Schonl Auditorium, Sat.,
Nov., 21, 830 p.m.

Presented will] he the faollowing
dancers: Ukivoe TNtamaro, Kiku,
Onatsu and a folk dance, Musical
gselections include Sakura Henso
Kyoku, Midare, Mizutama No Shi-
rabe, Kiko No Kyoku,

Ticketa are avajlable at the
Southern California Music Com-
pany and all mutual ticket agen-
Cl1ed,

RELIEF FUND
STOCKTON. — A total of 183
donors contributed $1162 toward
the Stocklon Buddhist Church ty-
phoon relief fund.

Inouye stresses
far-flung impact
of Isle statehood

SAN FRANCIESCO, (/. — Sen.
E. L. Bartlett, D.-Alaska, lauded
California’'s Gov. Edmund G
Brown Friday night at a $100-a-
plate Democratic salute to Alaska
and Hawail.

Bartlett and Rep, Daniel Inouye,
D.«Hawail, were Lhe fealured
speakers at a dinner attended by
500 leading Democrats, The salute
to the 49th and 5Uth states turned
intu a series of pilchers tor Brown.

And edch time g spenker Im-
plied that Californla’s gosvernor
wis headed for national offlee,
the California andience applaud-
ed with gustoe.

BartlelL said that contrary to
Bepublican intimations, the Demo-
erats in Congreas have been fight-
ing Lo reduce Lhe national debt.

“Fur every once in a while
gaid Bartlett, “the Congress re-

celved & request from the admin-
instration the businesslike, sav-
ing and efficient Eisenhower ad-
ministration — to lift the debt

ceiling.

“"And the Republican adminis-
iration 'last vear managed -—and
seemingly with no considerable
difficulty—to roll up the biggest
peacetime deficit in our nation's
history."”

The gray-haired Bartlett, a for-
mer gold miner, had only une/

(Contlnued on Page 3)

Four service station operators
from Los Angeles will join hun-
dreds of pelroleum retailers from
H'L'l"l':'.' corner Ur the seven weslern

states at the 1959 Mobil Dealer
Jonvention at Las Vepas, Nov, 17
and 18,

Included in the group are Rich-
ard Kaku, Henry H. Hori. Haruo
Murakami, and Frank Kuramoto.

Centering around the theme,
“Front Linea Retailing,"” the two
daya of convention sessions will
combine addresseg by nationally
famous speakers with presenta-
tions of station-proved, business-
building programs by various
Mobil dealers,

One of the primary objectives
of thig year's convention is to give
dealers concrete ideas they can
take home with them and put to
profitable use, according to com-
pany spokesmen,

Everything from compact cars

OBITUARY

YAENO IRI

Funeral service for Mra, Yaeno
Iri, T3-year old native of Nagano-
ken who passed away on Nov. 6
after prolonged illness, will be held
at the Zenshuji Temple on Wed-
nesday, Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m.

The deceased is survived by the
widower Takao, two sons, George
Hideo Tanji and Carl Yoneo Iri,
and a daughter Virginia Shizuko
Tani.

Meddion

NISEI MORTUARY
811 VYenice Blvd, RI 5-1449

FUKUI MORTUARY |

THREE
GENERATIONN OF EXFPERIENCE

707 TURNER ST. MA 6-5825

: COMMITTAL SbRVlCES
Green Hills

Memorial Park
San Pedro
27501 S. Wesatern TE 3-4442
LAWN PROPERTY
LAWN CRYPTS

MAUSOLEUM

HENRY I. WATANABE

Agent
New Yorit Life Ins.

Co.

Fes. phone:
HO 3-u.L32

Suits &09
Van Nuys Bidg.
210 W. Tth Bt.
MA T-8451

BOOKKEEPING

Mutual Servicenter

BUBINFSE CONBULTANTS
Bean Takeda
2422 W, Jefferann Blvd.
RE 31-49531

JAPANESE (ASUALTY
Insurance Association

“COMPLETE INSURANCE PROTECTION™

Aihara Ins. Agency

Aihora - Kekita
114 5. Son Pedrs 30,

MA 85041

Anson T. Fujioka

Ream 109 311 E. Firmr 5n,
MA 4393 AN 3-110%

Funakoshi Ins. Agency

110 5. Jen Fedre S0,

MA L5175 Han-,-md 1-7404

Hirohata Ins. Agency
34 L T 1.

MA B-1215 AT T-Be05

Hiroto Ins. Agency

MY, K e S

A 44750 Rl 7100

Inouye Ins. Agency

15077 Sylvenwead Ave., Merwalk
Univarsity 4- i?ﬂ

Yo T Ito

T Dal Mawte 31, Pusodens
$Ycumere 471DV MUrray

Minoru "Nix" Nagata
14%7 Reck Havem 3t., Mantersy Park
AN BT

Sato Ins. Agency

34 B Firmr 51, LA 12

1-4411

BUSINESS INVESTMENT

Keep Your Present Job
Would you llke to add from $300 to $400 per month to your
present Income with about 8 hours weekly attention and no sales
work? If so, national concern has opening for rellable man to
operate local business In spare time. Honesty and character ref-

erences of importance,

but no experience required. Applicant

must have %2850 cash which Is secured by eguipment. This Is a
brand new device necessary to drug stores, cafes, fountalns, drive-
ins, ete, Only your supervision Is required.

NO SELLING
If Fully Qualified, Sincere and Ready to Start Business Immedi-

ately—Call Diek Y.

Nakamura—MU,

COSMOPOLITAN REALTY + PASADENA

1-8222,

BIG cHrystir DISCOUNT

FLYMOUTH & IMPERIAL

SHOZO INOUYE - GEORGE MATSUMOTO

DU 32101
Home RE 4-3583

North Star Motors, Ine.
LI'l Tokic MA B-1215

ED

Plumbing & Heating

REPAIR & REMODELING

Water Heater & Furnaces Sales & Service

RE 3-0557

SATO

Licensed Contractor

FINANCING AVAILABLE

AX 3-7000

ask

Pat Inouye

% FLEET PRICES %
NEW & USED CARS & TRUCKS

BRAND MOTORS FORD CITY

28th & CRENSHAW
RE 2-

for

7111

ML ¥-1425 MO _i-i'-"“

Nisei Mobil dealers at confab

to Communism, and from pro-
gressive selling to American hu-
mor will be discussed. A pane] of
top markeling men from General
Petroleum Corporation will be on
hand to answer questions-submit-
ted by the dealers and to present
a preview of plans for the future.

They will be accompanied by
their wives, who will attend =a
serieg of social events, including
luncheons, fashion show, and
tours. At night they will enjoy
the top shows in Las Vegas,

CLASSIC CATERING

ALL OCCABIONE
WE SPECIALIZE IN WEDDING RECEPTIONS

Chester Yamauchi
1138 5. Lo Brsa Ave,, LA Y& WE F4744

Seinan Yogue

Fashion Designing
School

Exclusivae Cledias

Morn. — Afi. — Eva.
301 Tim Ave. L.A,
REpublic 3-5751

BALLY HASHIMOTO

Dratting, Pattern Moking,
Designing, Complete Sawing

SECURED 8% - 10% EARNINGS

MORTGAGE INVESTMENTS

- L] -

LY

Banks, Savings and Loan As-
sociations, Life Insurance Com-
panies invest your money in real
estate loans, Now, you ltoo can
invest directly in carefully se-
lected real estate loans and your
money will

EARN 8% OR 10%

Complate Servicas B Callagtions
Call or write tor FREE litarature

HU'ntley 2-4472
Ak For Frank lLevell

UNION MORTGAGE COMPANY

1123 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, L.A. 17
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1 from expressions of dissatisfaction
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Nippon farmers report
favorably on program

By FRED SAITO

YOKOHAMA, (P.—A group of
10T Japanese farmers returned
home Friday after working for
three years on California farms
under contract.

Nearly all expressed satisfac-
tion at their treatment in the
United States. They said the av-
erage Baving per persun fur the
three years was $2000.

Nine other returnees sald they
had quit before the three year
contract finlshed—but ovnly be
cause they had been offered bet-
ter Jjuls at home,

Most of the 116 worked on 27
farms in the Oxnard aren nesn
Los Angeles-24 of them owned
by Japanese. A few worked at Sa-
lina=

They comprised the third group
of Japanese returnees. Still re-
maining in California on contract |
are 1446 Japanese farmers.

Their statements, made
series of interviews abouayd
liner President Cleveland,

in &)
Lhe |
differed

uttered by some members of the
second group of T8 men who re-
turned here Oct. 20. [

The latter worked on farms in|
the Yuba area near Sacramento.]
They complained about 118, im-
migration regulations which they

sdid restricted the freedom and
their trealment given at the hands|
of their employers, mostly Jupa-

nese JmMmigrant.

Yuzuru Oka, of HJL!:J]-;H. “':I'Hu-
vama, one of 1u=.1u Lirnees |
from Salinas, said, ".I'. f-:r.. diavse |
gt Salinas were mMiserable, Buat

EXOTIC FOOD
TROPIC DRINKS
ISLAND MUSIC

THE

Folynesia
i

PACIFIC COAST HWY, AT THI
FOOT OF PALOS VIRDES MILLS

(UPEAL (AKVE

Reservations taken for Banquet rooms

Authentic Japanese Food
8725 SUNSET BLVD.

Th
=
HIBUOACICIRALHERX S
Th—AICE L0 THRIZE®

&

T — T | T —— | ——— — — -

Reservation -

great improvements were madé
after 1.5, immigration and labog
officials came to our plm.e ang
talked to our employers.”

Akima Biyake, of Kumage-gun,
Yamaguchi, unuthe:- returnee from
Salinas, said, “as far as I know
working conditions differed (a
each region. We cannot dispute
what our colleagues from Yuba
said, but we can say we do nat
share Lhelr views,"

Iwao Kudo, from Iwanai, Hoke
kaldo, 8 teturnee from Oxnard,
said, "at Oxnard about 350 of up

Japunese furmers Lived together in
une camp, But we enjuyed perfect
freedom
“For Instance, I quit one farm
a Veur ago after quarreling with
# Mexican foreman, When [ ap-
plied to my second employer for
4 month vacation last June to
attend the moral rearmament
(MRA) Conference in Michlgan,
my empolyer cheerfully allowed
me to go. Twenty other Japa-
nese farmers also attended.”
Tsitomu Ishibashi of Date, Hok=
kaido, also from Oxnard said:
“We never had difficulties with
immigration officials when many
of us left California to tour Ne-
vada, Arizona and Michigan."
Some earlier returnees from
Yuba complained about poor med-

(Continued on Page 3)

|

Huve your holidey rcolffurs styled

6t HKay's, Soft naturad looking
permanent glven by expert arieotal
wjeermlurs,

KAY’S Hair Styling
3436 W. 43rd St. AX 46565

OPEN THURS. & FRI. EVES,

A

J——————————————————— O T BT R R R

-

"‘- .'.'I-'T"fhi-lu'

l‘b SuKitan

Open Daily at 6:00 p.m.
OLdfield 6-1756

EXECUTIVE CARS
FOR SALE

TOYOTA MOTORS
and 1959 Toyopet

have a few 1958
Crown and Crewn

Custom Sedans for sale. The cars are
in excellent condition. They were
serviced by factory mechanics in our

company garage.
various colors and

The cars are in
most of them have

radios and whitewall tires.

We are offering these cars for sale at
attractive prices to Japanese Ameri-
can residents before we offer them
to dealers and the general public.

If you are interested in further details

on these cars, phone Toyota Motors,
Olympia 7-2700.

Himie,/


Rosalind
Highlight
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KCET Departures: Little Tokyo
https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/otomisan-the-last-japanese-restaurant-in-boyle-
heights

Otomisan: The Last Japanese Restaurant in Boyle Heights
Mike Sonksen
July 31, 2012

Otomisan is the only remaining Japanese Restaurant in Boyle Heights.
Decades ago the now heavily-Latino neighborhood was home to a large
Japanese population, party due to its proximity to Little Tokyo, and there are
still traces of that community that remains.

Founded in 1956, the restaurant can still be found at its original location on
East First Street, two blocks east of Soto. Fifty-six years later, the warm mojo
of the small dining area radiates the Japanese tradition of Boyle Heights and
calls you back for another tasty plate.

This is a story of family, food and neighborhood.



Yayoi Watanabe bought the restaurant seven years ago. She had already
owned a dry cleaner in Boyle Heights for 15 years on 4th and Fresno. Her 30-
year old daughter Judy Hayashi reminisces, "l remember always going next
door to Fuji Cafe and getting some good Japanese (like home cooking)."

Fuji Café on 4th Street was one of the last remaining Japanese family eateries
in Boyle Heights. When it closed after one of the owners died, Watanabe
became motivated to keep Boyle Heights' Japanese tradition alive.

When one of the owners of Otomisan died a few years later and it went up for
sale, Watanabe decided to buy the place and keep it open. She didn't want it
to disappear like the Fuji Café, which became a Mexican restaurant.

The coziness of the space makes you feel the generations of family that have
come through the doors. Between the Japanese retirement home up the
street and Boyle Heights locals, the diner-style booths and counter seats stay
close to full, serving up family style comfort food -- an authentic mom and pop
restaurant alive in the 21st Century.

Judy works with her mother one day a week. Her father was a pioneer in the
restaurant supply industry, having introduced hot towels to dining tables
around Little Tokyo. Judy -- who grew up with her family in the Virgil Village
area, where many Japanese had lived in the 1970s -- spent much of her youth
driving with her father from restaurant to restaurant, delivering the hot new
product.

Bilingual in Japanese and English with a charismatic demeanor, Judy became
well known in the community as an invaluable asset to any place she worked;
her versatility made her a face for Little Tokyo. Her success is not surprising,
since her mother had also spent much of her time working in Little Tokyo from
the 1970s on, until she started her dry cleaner business in Boyle Heights.



Judy Hayashi and her mother Yayoi Watanabe

The connection between Boyle Heights and Little Tokyo runs down First
Street. "The Japanese people that worked in Little Tokyo used to live in Boyle
Heights," Hayashi says. It was kind of like an extension of Little Tokyo. Even
now, there are still Japanese and Nikkei's living in the area.”

One of them is her own mother, who lives a few blocks east of the restaurant
near the Evergreen Cemetery and the Rissho Kosei Kei Buddhist Temple.
Watanabe lives close enough to walk to work. She loves Boyle Heights and
won't be moving away anytime soon.



Eastside diners are ecstatic that she's sticking around -- Otomisan serves
classic traditional Japanese food in an otherwise mostly Latino neighborhood.
The cozy eatery feels like a window that time forgot. The food and ambience
leads customers like 38-year-old East Hollywood native Ken Montenegro to
keep coming back. On the way out the door before thanking Ms. Watanabe,
he told us he's been coming for years now.

Judy reminisces with her mother and shares memories of Little Tokyo. They
remember a time when Nisei Week meant that the streets would be virtually
impossible to walk through due to the dense crowd of visitors. It was also a
place of comfort, a home away from home for many Japanese transplants as
well as Japanese Americans.

"l always thought Little Tokyo was a representation of our history here in L.A,"
Judy says. "It was a place where the people from Japan could still celebrate
where they came from and the Japanese culture. | remember walking down
the street and all you could hear was mostly the Japanese language. |
remember more Japanese restaurants than there are now."

Times change especially in the age of corporate chains and luxury condos.
These changes make places like Otomisan that much more important. "I hope
we never forget the history behind Little Tokyo and Boyle Heights," Judy says.




Additional reporting and photos by Yosuke Kitazawa



Los Angeles Magazine
https://www.lamag.com/mag-features/the-last-bento-ya-in-boyle-heights-otomisan/
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The Last Bento-Ya in‘Boy‘Ie Heights Transports Diners to
the Neighborhood’s Past

Otomisan is the last link to Boyle Heights’s days as a Japanese enclave
By Patric Kuh
August 25, 2017

A restaurant like Musso & Frank’s can transport you to a different era, but a
tiny one like Otomisan in Boyle Heights takes you to a lost world. A few frayed
Japanese lanterns hang on the weathered exterior that looks out onto 1st
Street, just east of Mariachi Plaza, and a sign on the door reminds anyone
coming for the crackling tempura that the place closes nightly at eight. Noren
curtains separate the kitchen from a compact dining room, where three tufted
maroon banquettes and five backless stools frame a slightly dinged counter.

When the place opened in 1956—the original name was Otomi—the
surrounding few blocks were an Eastside Sawtelle, a Japanese American
enclave abuzz with grocery stores, churches, temples, social clubs, and



restaurants. In the age-old flux of Boyle Heights, most of those businesses
have given way to Latino ones, but Otomisan has become something more
meaningful than a holdout; it’s a connecting point for those who appreciate a
carefully arranged salmon chirashi bowl and the comforts of a good combo
platter with a breaded tonkatsu cutlet, salad, and cut nori-wrapped roll.

Yayoi Watanabe, a native of Hiroshima, has owned the business since 2005,
when the last of three previous owners retired. During a recent lunch, | find
her jotting down a take-out order from a bus driver who stops in on his days
off. Nearby (as all things are in the cozy cubbyhole of a space) 81-year-old
Judy Misaka exchanges greetings with a booth of Latino regulars. Permed and
smiling, the longtime Boyle Heights resident shifts between decades, from her
father being processed for the internment camp at Santa Anita Park to her
friendship with Watanabe, who brings her staples from Little Tokyo grocery
stores. Time stands still as she talks. Wearing home-team whites, Hideo Nomo
Is frozen mid-pitch on an old Dodgers poster taped to a wall. The chef, who
goes by Negishsan, can be heard frying the tempura, and a few moments later
Watanabe has managed to fit it all, even the long green beans, inside a
Styrofoam container secured with a rubber band. “This,” says the bus driver as
he heads toward the door, “is a treat.”



First & Central: The JANM Blog
https://blog.janm.org/2018/03/01/a-visit-to-otomisan-the-last-japanese-restaurant-in-boyle-

heights/

A Visit to Otomisan, the Last Japanese Restaurant in
Boyle Heights

March 1, 2018 Carol Cheh Community, Japanese American History, Little Tokyo

Owner Yayoi Watanabe greets customers at the counter.

The history of Otomisan Restaurant in Los Angeles’s Boyle Heights neighborhood is well
documented in the press. It was first opened in 1956 as Otomi Café, by a couple who are
remembered today only as Mr. and Mrs. Seto. At that time, Boyle Heights was a melting

pot of diverse, working-class immigrant groups that included Jews, Russians, Armenians,
Japanese, and Mexicans. The Japanese had begun spilling over from nearby Little Tokyo in
the 1920s, at the same time that a critical mass of Jewish migration turned the neighborhood
into the largest Jewish enclave west of Chicago. In its early years, Otomi Café was just one of
many Japanese establishments in the multiethnic community.

A Los Angeles Times profile from 2007 offers this account of the restaurant’s bustling
business during its first decade: “During the weekends, Japanese people from the
neighborhood and throughout LA would have prefectural meetings during picnics at places
like Griffith Park and Elysian Park. The restaurant would make bento box lunches, hundreds
of them, for the meetings.” The clientele was mostly Japanese then, and there was often a wait
to get into the tiny eatery.



Inside Otomisan, shortly after the lunch rush.

In the early 1970s, the Setos sold the restaurant to a Mr. and Mrs. Seino, who changed its
name to Otomisan. By that time, the neighborhood’s demographics were beginning to shift.
Many of the various immigrant groups had moved on, and Boyle Heights began to emerge as
a predominantly Mexican American community. Then, in the early 2000s, Mr. Seino passed
away, and Otomisan closed down for six months. In addition to being the owner, he had been
the sole cook. His widow seemed to be on the verge of giving up the place.

Yayoi Watanabe, the owner of a nearby dry cleaner, had other ideas. She felt it was important
to maintain a Japanese presence, keep up a Japanese tradition, in the neighborhood. She
convinced Mrs. Seino to sell the restaurant to her, and she has been running it ever since.



Just a few of the objects that decorate the walls and counters.

A group of JANM staffers recently paid a visit to this historic restaurant. It still sits in its
original location on First Street near Soto. The place is remarkably small; there are only three
booths and a handful of stools at a short bar. Walking into it does feel like going back in time;
the furnishings look original, and vintage pictures and knickknacks are pleasantly cluttered
everywhere. Watanabe was working behind the counter, as she always does. Behind her in the
small kitchen, a lone cook filled all the orders.

We ordered from the menu of classic Japanese comfort dishes: tempura, beef
cutlet, chirashi bowl, oyakodon, croquettes, soba noodles. The amiable Watanabe confirmed
that the offerings had not changed much since the 1950s; the most recent addition was



probably the curry, and that happened in the 1970s. She wanted to stay as close to the original
offerings as possible. When our entrees came, we all marveled at how good the food was and
how home-cooked it tasted. It felt like we were hanging out in our grandmother’s kitchen—
the most nourishing of places. A steady flow of people came in and out of the place while we
were there, some looking like they were regulars. The clientele was diverse: Mexican,
Japanese, Caucasian.

A combo platter with their famous tempura and a tasty beef cutlet.

When asked if she had any news for our readers, Watanabe thought of her impending hire of a
second cook, which is indeed significant given the restaurant’s long history of operating with
just one. Perhaps the real news here, however, is simply that Otomisan still stands, serving



comforting and authentic Japanese diner food to a diverse clientele much as it always has,
even as the world around it continues to change.

Otomisan is located at 2506-1/2 East 1st Street in Boyle Heights.

To learn more about the history of this neighborhood, be sure to visit the archival site for
JANM’s 2002 exhibition, The Power of Place: Boyle Heights Project.

Until next time!


























































































Secondary (east) elevation of 2508 East First Street, facing west.

Photo by M. Rosalind Sagara.



Secondary (west) elevation, facing northeast. Photo by Andrea Griego.




Rear (south) elevation, facing northwest. Photo by M. Rosalind Sagara.
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Rear (south) elevation of 2504-2506%: East First Street, facing northwest.
Photo by M. Rosalind Sagara.
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Interior views from Otomisan Japanese Restaurant, 2020. Photos by Sue Hwang.
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Los Angeles Railway’s P-Line eastbound on 1st at Alameda. Photo by Metro Transportation and
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Circa 1918 The
Archive.



Passport photo of Ryohei Nishiyama, 1955. CSU
Japanese American Digitization Project. California
State University, Dominguez Hills, Archives and
Special Collections.



Passport photo of Ryohei Nishiyama, 1962. CSU
Japanese American Digitization Project. California
State University, Dominguez Hills, Archives and
Special Collections.



Ryohei Nishiyama, 1962. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Immigration Cards, 1900-1965.
Ancestry.com



Takeo Nishiyama, 1962. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Immigration Cards, 1900-1965.
Ancestry.com
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Streetscape
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area
Affordable Housing Linkage Fee
Residential Market Area
Non-Residential Market Area
Transit Oriented Communities (TOC)
RPA: Redevelopment Project Area
Central City Parking
Downtown Parking
Building Line
500 Ft School Zone
500 Ft Park Zone
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl
Owner2
Address

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

Owner
Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*
Use Code

Assessed Land Val.
Assessed Improvement Val.
Last Owner Change

Last Sale Amount

Tax Rate Area

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk)

Building 1
Year Built
Building Class
Number of Units
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Building Square Footage
Building 2
Year Built
Building Class
Number of Units
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Building Square Footage
Building 3
Building 4
Building 5
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Additional Information
Airport Hazard

No
None

Low

Medium

Tier 3

Adelante Eastside
No

No

None

No

No

5180006002

HAYASHI,LEO TR ET AL HAYASHI TRUST AND

HAYASHI,LEA M

2625 E 1ST ST
LOS ANGELES CA 90033

HAYASHI, LEO (ET AL) (TRS) KAYASHI TRUST DTD 3-30-88 (ET AL)

901 WANDERING DR.
MONTEREY PARK CA 90754

0.199 (ac)

1210 - Commercial - Store Combination - Store and Residential

Combination - One Story
$374,865

$101,956

08/03/2016

$9

12703

553282-3

348223

1977021

141303

1890

D45B

1

7

2

3,242.0 (sq ft)

1928

D5A

3

0

0

1,849.0 (sq ft)

No data for building 3
No data for building 4
No data for building 5
No [APN: 5180006002]

None

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Coastal Zone

Farmland

Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

Fire District No. 1

Flood Zone

Watercourse

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties
Methane Hazard Site

High Wind Velocity Areas

Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Wells
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone
Nearest Fault (Distance in km)
Nearest Fault (Name)
Region
Fault Type
Slip Rate (mm/year)
Slip Geometry
Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Rupture Top
Rupture Bottom
Dip Angle (degrees)
Maximum Magnitude
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone
Landslide
Liquefaction
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area
Tsunami Inundation Zone
Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District
Hubzone
Opportunity Zone
Promise Zone
State Enterprise Zone
Housing
Direct all Inquiries to
Telephone
Website
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Ellis Act Property
Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau
Division / Station
Reporting District
Fire Information
Bureau
Batallion
District / Fire Station
Red Flag Restricted Parking

None

Area Not Mapped
YES

No

No

Outside Flood Zone
No

No

Methane Zone
No

Yes

None

2.03280264

Upper Elysian Park
Los Angeles Blind Thrusts
B

1.30000000
Reverse

Poorly Constrained
13.00000000
3.00000000
13.00000000
50.00000000
6.40000000

No

No

No

No

No

None
Qualified
No
None

EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

Housing+Community Investment Department
(866) 557-7368

http://hcidla.lacity.org

No [APN: 5180006002]

No

Central
Hollenbeck
467

Central
1

2

No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):

CPC-2018-6005-CA
CA-CODE AMENDMENT

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

CPC-2016-2905-CPU
CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
CPC-2015-1462-CA

CA-CODE AMENDMENT

A CODE AMENDMENT TO CREATE A CLEAN UP GREEN UP (CUGU) SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT AS AN OVERLAY AND
IMPLEMENT IT OVER PARTS OF PACOIMA/SUN VALLEY, BOYLE HEIGHTS, AND WILMINGTON IN ADDITION TO TWO
CITYWIDE AMENDMENTS.

CPC-2013-3169
Data Not Available

THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

CPC-2007-5599-CPU

CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

BOYLE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION (FORMERLY CPU4)
CPC-1995-336-CRA

CRA-COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR THE PROPOSED EASTSIDE INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT (OCT
1995); AMENDMENT TO ADOPTED REDEVELOPMENT PLAN (JULY 2009)

ENV-2019-4121-ND
ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2018-6006-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2016-2906-EIR
EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
ENV-2015-1463-ND

ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

A CODE AMENDMENT TO CREATE A CLEAN UP GREEN UP (CUGU) SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT AS AN OVERLAY AND
IMPLEMENT IT OVER PARTS OF PACOIMA/SUN VALLEY, BOYLE HEIGHTS, AND WILMINGTON IN ADDITION TO TWO
CITYWIDE AMENDMENTS.

ENV-2013-3392-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

ENV-2013-3170-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Case Number: ENV-2007-5600-EIR
Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Project Descriptions(s): BOYLE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION (FORMERLY CPU4)

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-6000

ORD-184246

ORD-129279

ORD-105678

ZA-15109

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



(13

(+tmAa)

38

1282

198949 vk %)

i

n25066%

DL RE2KINA =K

B K = R

s T LR - e o
LRI 205 S :
T AR s. &5 “ d=hm
% A - .r.z. . e A L
...pn - - - [ -
w trt. . - Ll - d WA
VB vEaE - e ot “ - -
o b G o * :w -
e ¥ :
. ~HEERE
(ME2C =] " ¥ - T
dE- bR L N = L ] ® d - - 717 /l....ﬂ
t Rtk - e o
S 'L bt g L X [
| el L L - & B -
2 [ B Frass ., o
¥ AR . -~ s
T TLE .t - -
RE € »
ST L I S T ‘
[ L3 LA
- . 1 - - -
ke - =
-l oy ak - ' - T
. T L - .
PRl . * B=B [ -]
..-__._-.'l_ q . & L]
* B N L L AN W TN e N A O LY W R W 6 e e K4S
w5 . - it P T
e e e O L RN vinre s
aEY . ]
| A=  —
h“"“.-_ll__lr.lll SEMPLL MR UL adades 53 e
" aEE T i s ‘ . E
Huhl-_-l:,.,..-._n. ok ¥l Ry HERL nl ey A
TR T ..p_.r .,._I:l v (R n B
BECrCrERTEDE- lt-_.!f.lll, - H s .wke 3 4 BN
| B R S | & e . - ¥
Zeomct BYPEL - ..ir-f BB (e ol el b 4
RO - ol FCIUE R R A :
o oL - o ﬁ - iy .
M * : g R LR 1
ByilA=-x il oL "Ll A
el oeng i £ HW | - R
LR b i (e HEW :
P .-... 5 - = = . ] i - s @ s -
TR & \ _ _ i
- i mE ey W - v *ah .
L |

- ]
“N CU . mE. 8 A%

ORI TR L) -comsibotied R0

- T T R

ARUEE AECTY v es  Lois '

h

Walhes 1+ 2" Bes i

clolewnslivogy”
o1 ¥ BANE WS- ¥
cMEBl ol
aliud’ wevbollve

weydibulecor mmr_

mecus (Bokouck
[ TS TITTASE [T
AR ERcREr el
Py

REE o ey
ERalincovon @
mox~uBRRE s ool -
Flv . ¥Haccl -
Bulodo TR &
e Bl vERKNCELE
FEdulons BERE
R sncy wo Bk
Fry RAJuBcoFic

RS o Fhe

MLI‘.HH He TUBRU#

-

ot -

q...’r‘l... ;wh ¥
T I
SvnE Bhs B

m.“hru..'.r..-.. 2l

Fucd Mmm__.. i g [-0RE z_ﬁ._qrrxhﬂ.:*t

pRowis . aueRk. Y| AW

.. .
b o - o aPL imliEw
&

=
Lo

R () = B L

L

B s mwe g kplocle i@t o ws
¥ Vckerhs na __.
ﬁ“ﬂ.. .ﬂﬂﬂ. ' r’t.ﬂ i g+ ___n. .

nEEY "

u.qm WhEc Eha| $elRey Fhe-F

.
- .
e WP

.

ﬂ.““ ,tﬂf.ﬂa. .._n.n“ e il -n.ll__!.l..t L

) BERFceimey (CREFRV U PR FRER
_ﬂﬂan. & n.t.m..*..llmm.wfl... L..M Lf,_...t-q.ru
aEhs Bcgro uen| T "ELLIE .m.- !N e G
o we o GG o coBem Gwid| TIOE L g
ok o L N [ .d
BREEY cE-Fxr. s .oak: s - WV "
e [ w l_.....,.l ¥ ; -
' ST
i ik + o a =

Iﬂilx!fﬂlﬁtﬁ

Mo G-V kidm | ki «
<) !-ﬂ.ld.ld...... _Tunfl...-.rt.l.f..

HLLEE TS A e
iJ.F.I.l" s ks ELd PO~

=k 41 L By
N<H g0

eyl rnguvear i L B o
o Lt ﬁﬂ.ﬂ.—.ﬂ.f.‘_m‘rmm ﬂﬁ“'* .E_&, .__.Jn_-....n.' ﬂtmf ..-ht..._ ,u-”.....r“.. Ly
Gt wBawy K __.“ I<c W mE+ELVE m.ui!.:.. skl B o b

o » ) g i S c 3 :

a5 v obublad: SuE- mmnnr-_r“ seibecis Y e m '

- n."..r i domwli@ge o “-.aml.l "4

Sves RSy & st hﬂllkil i o5 | E b,
e e Pieie —

Druyte own- « Q@ .h.ﬂﬂm-u. I.'“ L R |
R ] R - MO = CTIE
B e e w,"qrj;, |
#Lr.ﬂﬂ n..._tdm.h. 5L amis: .r.rr:u..u't. Lo FW e nw s O S

: L= A =l _I_*.H 1ot m.r_. - y st am| O LWE RN AL
ML wENEuwE M:...l 1 .- bl O e
t__f.._i E.ﬂ..._t,._..t__.__ﬂ m- = n uwf.. ..T.. b B ) a5 :
BhEekcE Bl |MHERBNCTom @ | o oo Bas

L
-we
133
I 19.20.21 wavemm 2430 ) V70

-
19
29
1350
‘39

‘B

-
I
-

11—

i <

5

S
b
.

|

65+
D
A288 =
~-31B8
jya
BESs

T (ol Bk S

A EkL2N &
:‘&.*

] ﬁg;:ibm

—EFL X B
7 F
. =
[ FT-E 1]

=
&

I'B¥ass
SN

Lo Lob tid
R A

N

Y

BLLMNOE: &

L L

e

AH K-

Lo F
]

S LHE
e

714:792 -717

»
I

S

. FFR.
4 B Tum around

£ I &
Matsvzaka

]
——= $10 Cash Return

2R 08 (+M)

AR T. ;
FR7RE R

-
e
-
|

eAREN
ORI TE W
@IAILAFO=A
TERNATIONAL

~
-

v
W
L]

=P/
H— -

]

—_
=ie Tolovo - Wisther Cour (293

= —T-r F

# b
25y

5

HR

=l

L]
]
L]
= -

L

..-""-I -

=

]

!

59

25

29

19
1

49

|

&

p T

TOTA

R 1

-

—_—

4

q, -

FRA-—BHE% -
Ca 20501

L X
HE VDT
L, A

218N Kathnyn O
-

LE B

iiL(714)?74%5!jui

SARDO—#

EERRE. 1 ;

bd A\ I - 80 1 AR B s b A 35001 (i 4
—AUXZ/

i

?zl?wh

v OI=E =R

éENMmY

A - Bt
EH-TH7T—4A

$4.9% 1130 AM - 2PM

PEASERSEE-TH-0FA

“+ A

e

—
—
e —

-

A=Y A0
« I2DOAER

WA

9.

« D= ILBE—9—-

ERR@Ers Tav.

O (W

T

HOTEL TOKYO 2F

LUNCH

-

“19;51
Y24 X2 EY—
e
LA 0033
w094 H—

GE LR |

“ JpHe—-PEw

LR g [
Z506 1/2 E. FIRST ST

APAR. EPAL. LAFI-

it

(213 749-0450

ST o

T TRV
AT RS g0

o4 T 33 § & N
HEREESAZL:

- I o
BBeBe o

! .
<cHu WlRv e

w =

1510 GRIFFITH AVE., LOS AMNGELFS 90012

i -_n "

i
————
$3n
¥
L B 4F B

NEW MEWI TAKE OUT

~g

-

:1?--fjl'f-'- AN M-

(15oul 2 AL 1
(213)542- 2270

=N

RDF 2DSEEn
3
L § de %
ProBalg

e L TR Y

5% 5

=1 sBRx9

1530 Carson Street. Torrance

@ La Palmal¥ (714)670-0137

1213921 2-6242

RAOSALGENAR®

y—=2—=FrR—

zn
-q o

50 Center Poante Drive, La Palma

* AW

1 Torrancelk

= B -

AL MBcrP 0.0

IN GARDENA
FO-sMCRbEE

1 e L.

1ZABEET
=g ENE £H.7

1I2E31A 0 00~17 00

AVEW-2ST

Pk

tNii BRILIT.

"ﬁﬂtt)-s =4 "ui*."ﬁﬂii-tswul!?-

Beacn Bivd

/
L

SEo@&rA L-5E FA0

‘ramm

e

L]

=
ad

NRS0FE, XNOERO%E

Y R4Em
'Y

LIE |
Ly

S L 4

—

~

"
L

'
i
x







PROPERTY ADDRESSES
2506 1/2 E 1ST ST

2504 E 1ST ST

2508 E 1ST ST

2506 E 1ST ST

ZIP CODES
90033

RECENT ACTIVITY
CHC-2020-6022-HCM
ENV-2020-6023-CE

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-6000
CPC-2018-6005-CA
CPC-2016-2905-CPU
CPC-2015-1462-CA
CPC-2013-3169
CPC-2007-5599-CPU
CPC-1995-336-CRA
ORD-184246
ORD-129279
ORD-105678
ZA-15109
ENV-2019-4121-ND
ENV-2018-6006-CE
ENV-2016-2906-EIR
ENV-2015-1463-ND
ENV-2013-3392-CE
ENV-2013-3170-CE
ENV-2007-5600-EIR

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)
Thomas Brothers Grid
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Tract

Map Reference

Block

Lot

Arb (Lot Cut Reference)
Map Sheet

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area
Area Planning Commission
Neighborhood Council
Council District

Census Tract #

LADBS District Office

City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

10/8/2020

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Planning and Zoning Information

Special Notes
Zoning
Zoning Information (ZI)

General Plan Land Use
General Plan Note(s)
Hillside Area (Zoning Code)
Specific Plan Area

Subarea

Special Land Use / Zoning
Historic Preservation Review

Historic Preservation Overlay Zone

Other Historic Designations

Other Historic Survey Information

Mills Act Contract

CDO: Community Design Overlay

CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay

Subarea
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up

HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation

NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay

POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts
RFA: Residential Floor Area District

RIO: River Implementation Overlay

SN: Sign District

127-5A223 265
8,643.2 (sq ft)

PAGE 635 - GRID B5
5180006002

KITTREDGE'S SUBDIVISION OF A PORTION OF LOT 5 BLOCK 73
HANCOCKS SURVEY

M R 6-93
None

2

None
127-5A223

Boyle Heights

East Los Angeles
Boyle Heights

CD 14 - José Huizar
2043.00

Los Angeles Metro

None

C2-1-CUGU

Z1-2129 State Enterprise Zone: East Los Angeles
Z1-2458 Clean Up Green Up (CUGU): Boyle Heights
Z1-1117 MTA Right-of-Way (ROW) Project Area
Z1-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles
Z1-2488 Redevelopment Project Area: Adelante Eastside
Highway Oriented and Limited Commercial

Yes

No

None

None

None

No

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

Boyle Heights

No

No

None

None

No

No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

zimas.lacity.org |

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

planning.lacity.org



City of Los Angeles
Department of Clty Plannlng

ZIMAS INTRAN T 10/08/2020

LARIACS 2017 Color-Ortho

Address: 2506 E 1ST ST Tract: KITTREDGE'S SUBDIVISION  Zoning: C2-1-CUGU N ] ,,
OF A PORTION OF LOT 5 BLOCK 73 (CHm
HANCOCKS SURVEY W g [ ]| Meszal
APN: 5180006002 Block: None

: General Plan: Highway Oriented and Limited Cc B 3 @ Iﬁm '
PIN #: 127-5A223 265 Lot: 2 ST

Arb: None 5
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