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CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: December 2, 2021 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE: Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of December 5, 2021, per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 

The time to act on this item has been tolled for 
the duration of the local emergency period. 

Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-9217-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-9218-CE   
 
Location: 1300-1314 West 6th Street 
Council District: 1 – Cedillo 
Community Plan Area: Westlake 
Land Use Designation: Limited Commercial 
Zoning: CW 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Westlake South 
Legal Description: Orange Heights Tract, 

Lots 23-27 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Pacific Dining Car is a one- and two-story commercial building located on the southwestern 
corner of 6th Street and Witmer Street in the Westlake neighborhood of Los Angeles. The property 
consists of three connected volumes constructed at various dates between 1921 and 1950. The 
Pacific Dining Car restaurant operated continuously at the subject property from 1923 to 2020.  
 
The Pacific Dining Car restaurant was established in 1921 at the corner of 7th Street and Westlake 
Street by Fred and Grace Cook in a building designed to resemble a railroad dining car. This 
extended to the interior, which included luggage racks among other characteristic features of 
railcars. The building was moved to its current location in 1923 and was expanded numerous 
times in the following decades with the construction of several additions and the incorporation of 
a neighboring commercial building. The Pacific Dining Car remained in continuous operation until 
2020, and ownership of the restaurant and the subject property has remained in the Cook family 
since 1923. There were two additional locations of the Pacific Dining Car restaurant, in Santa 
Monica (closed in 2020) and Newport Beach (closed at an unknown date), which were also 
operated by the Cooks. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property reads as three main volumes—central, west, and east. The 
central volume, oriented towards 6th Street, is the original 1921 restaurant building. It is one story 
in height and is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding. This volume is capped by a 
jerkinhead roof clad in wood shingles with projecting eaves and wood fascia boards, and a flat 
roof clad in rolled asphalt. The southeast façade is asymmetrically composed and features a 
horizontal band of wood-framed fixed windows and the main entrance to the restaurant consisting 
of a partially glazed wood door with cross bracing, paneling, and a single sidelite set within a 
simple wood surround. The north-facing façade is symmetrical and has two multi-lite wood 
windows with stained glass transoms flanked by decorative wood shutters; turned wood posts 
connected by a wood railing that support a shed roof above the windows; and a porthole window 
within the gable end. Although most of the west-facing façade is not visible, at the north end there 
are two multi-lite wood windows with stained glass transoms set within a simple wood surround. 
 
The west volume, appended to the west-facing façade of the 1921 building, was constructed in 
1929 as a store building and was incorporated into the restaurant in 1964 by a small hyphen with 
a flat roof. It is one story in height and is of brick construction with a flat roof that has a parapet 
and is clad in rolled asphalt sheathing. The north-facing façade has a shed roof with clay tiles that 
is punctuated by two gabled dormers with decorative half-timbering. Though mostly unadorned, 
near the west end of this façade there is a single, solid door; there are no windows or other 
fenestration.  
 
Appended to the east-facing façade of the 1921 building, the east volume was constructed in 
1940 as a one-story addition and expanded in 1950 to include a second story. This two-story 
volume is of brick and wood-frame construction with textured stucco cladding. It is capped by a 
low-pitched hipped roof with asphalt sheathing and shallow eaves. The east-facing façade 
features an entrance accessed by a flight of stairs and a small stoop covered with a metal shed-
roof that is supported by two slender steel posts. The entrance is a single, paneled wood door. 
Fenestration on this elevation consists of bands of wood windows on the first floor and multi-lite 
steel tripartite windows on the second floor. The north-facing elevation features boarded up wood 
windows on the first floor, and multi-lite steel casement windows on the upper floor. Brick pilasters 
divide the ground story of this façade into multiple bays. On the south-facing elevation there is an 
exterior staircase leading to a rear entrance on the second floor that is framed by a low stucco 
wall and covered by a pent roof with wood post supports.  
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The subject property also features rear additions to all three volumes, which are generally of 
wood-frame construction, are capped by flat and/or shed roofs with rolled asphalt sheathing and 
are clad in textured stucco. In addition, there is a wooden fence surrounding the perimeter, a 
signpost located near the corner of 6th Street and Witmer Street, and a small, wood-framed kiosk 
with a gabled roof and wood siding in the parking lot accessed from the east, via Witmer Street. 
 
Over the years the subject property has experienced multiple alterations: the construction of a 25 
square-foot restroom building, and a kitchen and storeroom addition in 1934; a dressing room 
building and a 60 square-foot screened addition in 1935; the construction of a refrigeration plant 
at the rear, the installation of cooling tower on the roof, and a sidewalk canopy in 1936; the 
addition of a cold storage unit in 1939; a 1,024 square-foot addition to expand the dining room 
and a barbecue pit in 1940, as well as the removal of the detached restroom building; a 1,280 
square-foot basement addition in 1944; a brick dining room addition in 1945; the addition of a 
garbage room behind the refrigeration plant in 1946; a second-story above the 1940 addition in 
1950; two-story kitchen addition connecting the restaurant and refrigeration plant in 1958; the 
demolition of the detached barbeque pit in 1961; the attachment of the adjacent 1929 store 
building to the restaurant in 1964; the infill of openings and change of doors in 1974; the addition 
of a new entrance vestibule on the north-facing façade of the 1921 building, a kitchen and storage 
addition, and an additional pole sign in 1977; and a rear kitchen addition in 1982. Furthermore, 
the backlit plastic sign reading “Pacific Dining Car” and accompanying two plastic cows were 
removed at an unknown date in 2020. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for local designation as the long-time home of a business significant to the Westlake 
community.  
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On November 5, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of December 5, 2021, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. 
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

Pacific Dining Car Original	historic	name

N/A

1310 W. 6th Street 90017 1

1308-1312 W. 6th Street Westlake

5143016010 Orange Heights 25

1921 Select

None

Restaurant Vacant

Vernacular,	Early	20th	Century	Commercial 2 Irregular

Wood Brick

Brick Stucco,	textured

Flat Jerkinhead

Rolled	asphalt Wood	shingle

Fixed Casement

Wood Steel

Off-center Hidden

Paneled,	glazed Slab
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�

See attached.

✔
SurveyLA Westlake Community

Plan Area

✔



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍

Douglas E. Wance Buchalter

18400 Von Karman Avenue, Ste 800 Irvine CA

92612 (949) 224-6439 dwance@buchalter.com

Wesley Idol, II

1310 W. 6th Street Los Angeles CA

90017

Andrew Goodrich; Morgan Quirk Architectural Resources Group

360 E. 2nd Street, Suite 225 Los Angeles CA

90012 (626) 583-1401 k.horak@arg-la.com
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9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 

1 . igueroa t.͕� te.�1  
>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ  
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ
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Pacific Dining Car (1310 W. 6th Street) 
Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet 

 
 
A. Property Description 
 
Site 

 

The Pacific Dining Car is a restaurant located at 1310 W. 6th Street, in the Westlake neighborhood of 
Los Angeles, just west of Downtown. This property is located along a heavily-trafficked vehicular 
corridor that is primarily developed with low- and mid-scale commercial properties. It is also located 
in proximity to Good Samaritan Hospital – a medical center located on the opposite (east) side of 
Witmer Street. As a result, there are also various medical buildings and parking facilities in the 
vicinity. Like most of the Westlake neighborhood, the prevailing pattern of development generally 
adheres to a skewed orthogonal grid. 
 
Located at the southwest corner of 6th and Witmer Streets, the property occupies a prominent 
commercial site spanning two legal parcels. This site is flat, moderate in size, and rectangular in 
shape, and because of its corner location it has frontage on both 6th and Witmer Streets. The north 
and east lot lines are bounded by 6th and Witmer Streets, respectively; the south lot line abuts a 
multi-level parking structure serving the adjacent hospital; and the west lot line abuts a paved 
surface parking lot. 
 

Exterior 

 

The Pacific Dining Car consists of multiple building volumes that were constructed at different times 
but have since been amalgamated and expanded – in some cases, multiple times – resulting in the 
property’s characteristically eclectic configuration and appearance. From the street, the restaurant 
currently reads as having three main building volumes (central, east, and west), described as follows. 
 
Central Volume (Original Dining Car) 

The central volume is oriented toward 6th Street and constitutes the original portion of the 
restaurant. It contains the main entrance, a reception area, and dining space. This volume was 
originally constructed in 1921 and relocated to its current location in 1923. It is one story tall and 
constructed of wood frame, sitting on a concrete foundation with a long, narrow rectangular plan 
that emulates that of a rail car. This volume is capped by a jerkinhead roof clad in wood shingles, and 
a flat roof clad in rolled asphalt. The pitched section of roof features projecting eaves and wood 
fascia boards with decorative details. Mechanical equipment is installed atop the flat section of roof. 
Exterior walls are clad in textured stucco. 
 
The east façade, which faces Witmer Street, is asymmetrically composed. This façade contains the 
main entrance to the restaurant. The entrance is approached by a shallow concrete ramp with a steel 
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handrail. The entrance is boarded up, but based on recent photographs, it appears to consist of a 
single wood door with cross bracing, partial glazing, and a single narrow sidelight, all of which are set 
within a simple wood surround. Adjacent to the door, on the east façade, is fenestration that is also 
boarded up but appears to consist of a horizontal band of squared, fixed wood windows that emulate 
those found on rail cars. A wood picket fence spans the east façade, largely obscuring it from public 
view. 
 
The north façade, which faces 6th Street, is symmetrical. It has additional fenestration, which is 
boarded up but appears to consist of two multi-light wood windows with stained glass transoms. 
These windows are set within a wood surround, and are flanked by wood shutters with latticed 
details. They are surmounted by a pent roof, which in turn is supported by two spindled wood posts 
with wood scrollwork. A latticed wood rail is installed between the posts. At the top of this façade, 
within the gable end, is a single fixed wood window with a round opening and simple surround. 
Wood scrollwork is affixed to the exterior wall adjacent to this window. Address numbers are also 
affixed to the north wall. 
 
Most of the west façade abuts an adjacent building volume and is not visible. However, at the north 
end of this façade is a window opening that is boarded up but appears to consist of two multi-light 
wood windows with stained glass transoms, identical to those on the north façade. These windows 
are set in a simple wood surround. The south façade has been enveloped by later additions and is not 
visible. 
 
West Volume 

This volume is appended to the west façade of the central volume/original dining car. It was built as a 
store building in 1929 and was incorporated into the restaurant in 1964 to accommodate an 
expansion of the dining room. It now contains dining room space. This volume is one story tall, is 
constructed of brick, sits on a concrete foundation, and is square in plan. It is capped by a flat roof 
with rolled asphalt sheathing; however, the front (north) face of the building volume has a shed roof 
with clay tile cladding. The shed roof is punctuated by two gabled dormers with faux half timbering. 
The roof is spanned by parapets that obscure mechanical equipment. Exterior walls consist of 
painted brick and lack cladding. 
 
The north façade, which faces 6th Street, is publicly visible. It is utilitarian in appearance and lacking in 
articulation. Near the west end of this façade is a single, solid door. There are no windows or other 
fenestration on this façade. A second solid door is located in a small hyphen connecting this building 
volume with the adjacent central (dining car) volume. The north façade is approached by a partial set 
of shallow concrete steps and steel handrail that responds to the grade of the site. 
 
The west façade also has some public visibility. It consists of a solid brick wall with no doors, 
windows, or other features of note. The entire east façade abuts the main dining car and is not 
visible. The south façade directly abuts rear additions and is also not visible. 
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East Volume 

This volume is appended to the east façade of the central volume/original dining car. It was built in 
1940 as a one-story dining room addition, and expanded in 1950 to include a second-story addition 
that was used as a residence. This volume is two stories tall, is constructed of brick (ground story) 
and wood frame (upper story), sits on a concrete foundation, and is rectangular in plan. It is capped 
by a low-pitched hipped roof with rolled asphalt sheathing and shallow eaves. Mechanical equipment 
is installed atop the roof. Exterior walls consist of painted brick surfaces and lightly textured stucco 
cladding. 
 
The east façade, which faces Witmer Street, has an entrance that is approached by concrete steps 
with steel handrails. The stairs led to a small stoop that is surmounted by a metal hood, which is turn 
is supported by two slender steel support posts. The entrance is boarded up, but appears to consist 
of a single, paneled wood door with a blind sidelight. Ground story fenestration is boarded up but 
appears to consist of bands of wood windows. Upper-story fenestration consists of multi-light steel 
casement windows. Fuse boxes, electrical panels, ducting, and conduit are affixed to the east-facing 
exterior wall. 
 
The north façade, which faces Sixth Street, is similar in appearance to the east façade. It also features 
boarded up wood windows on the ground story, and multi-light steel casement windows on the 
upper story. Brick pilasters divide the ground story of this façade into multiple bays. A wood picket 
fence is installed across the north façade and some of the east façade, partially obscuring the ground 
story from public view. 
 
The south façade has limited public visibility and is more utilitarian in appearance. Like the other 
building façades, this façade features boarded-up wood windows on the ground story and multi-light 
steel casement windows on the upper story. There is also an exterior staircase leading to an upper-
story rear entrance. The staircase is framed by a low stucco wall and sheltered by a pent roof with 
wood post supports. Ducting and mechanical equipment is affixed to the south-facing exterior wall. 
 
Additional Building Volumes 

Over time, multiple additions have been appended to the rear (south) of the three aforementioned 
building volumes. These additions accommodate the restaurant’s kitchen, storage facilities, 
refrigeration plant, and various other back-of-house spaces. These rear additions have limited public 
visibility and are utilitarian in appearance, with no architectural features of note. They are generally 
built of wood frame, are capped by flat and/or shed roofs with rolled asphalt sheathing, and are clad 
in textured stucco.  
 
Site and Landscape Features 

The property contains a surface parking lot that wraps around the east and south perimeters of the 
restaurant. The parking lot is accessed from the east, via Witmer Street. Located in the parking lot is 
a small, wood-framed kiosk with a gabled roof and wood lap siding. The kiosk has door and window 
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openings that have been infilled. Also located in the parking lot, adjacent to Sixth Street, is a metal 
signpost. The post once supported a backlit plastic sign that read “PACIFIC DINING CAR” and was 
accompanied by two plastic cows; the sign was removed subsequent to the restaurant’s closure in 
2020. 
 
On-site landscaping is minimal. There are flagstone planters and planter boxes adjacent to the main 
entrance of the restaurant, which feature small shrubs and ornamental plantings. There are also four 
small flagstone planters along the street-facing (north) façade of the west volume, two of which 
feature Hollywood juniper trees. The north parkway space along 6th Street contains truncated ficus 
trees; the east parkway space along Witmer Street contains bottlebrush and Mexican fan palm trees. 
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Development Chronology & Alterations 

 

The following development chronology includes major alterations that were noted during a site visit 

conducted by ARG on September 8, 2021. Whenever possible, these alterations were corroborated 

by building permits from the City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Maps, historic aerial imagery, property data from the Los Angeles County Office of the 

Assessor, and other sources of archival information.  

 

Based on its current appearance and available building permits, the subject property has undergone 

substantial alterations since its construction in 1921, although all were made within the property’s 

period of significance of 1921-2020. The original restaurant structure was relocated to its present site 

at 1310 W. 6th Street in 1923 and initially consisted of a single-story, custom-built restaurant train 

car, for which there are no available original construction permits. Subsequent additions made over a 

period of many decades, reflect the growth and expansion of the restaurant operation under the 

continued ownership of the Cook/Idol family for multiple generations. The physical Pacific Dining Car 

restaurant property at 1310 W. 6th Street was closed in the Fall of 2020.1 

 

1921 
 

Original owners Fred and Grace Cook build a custom railcar to house the Pacific Dining 
Car restaurant on a leased lot at the corner of Westlake and 7th Streets.2 
 

1923 
 

The dining car is relocated to its current site at 1310 W. 6th Street, near the corner of 6th 
and Witmer Streets.3  
 

1930 Fred Cook is issued a permit to re-roof the one-story dining car with composition roofing; 
the lot is developed with only one building.4 
 

1934 Fred Cook hires engineer S.B. Barnes to design a kitchen and storeroom addition, with 
general remodeling also performed; the lot is developed with the restaurant structure 
and a separate 5’ x 5’ restroom building at the northeast corner of the parcel.5 
 

1935 A 6’ x 10’ “open screen end” is added to the existing restaurant building and a new 
dressing room building is erected; the lot is developed with three buildings (restaurant, 
restroom, and dressing room).6    

 
1 Lucas Kwan Peterson, “So Long, and Thanks for All the Steak,” Los Angeles Times, September 27, 2020.  
2 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
3 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
4 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1930LA22549, September 19, 1930.  
5 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1934LA01007, January 23, 1934; 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map. 
6 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1935LA02376, February 13, 1935. 

https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf
https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf


 
 

Pacific Dining Car HCM Nomination      September 13, 2021 

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP   6 
 

 

1936 Permits are issued to Fred Cook for the construction of a refrigerator box at the rear of 
the lot, as well as the installation of an iron cooling tower on the roof.; a sidewalk canopy 
constructed proper to 1935 is recovered.7 
 

1939 An “open shed” cold storage addition is constructed; the lot is developed with the 
restaurant building, “steel” building (refrigeration plant), and restroom building.8 
 

1940 Grace M. Cook is issued a permit to erect a 32’ x 32’ dining room addition and barbeque 
room addition to the dining car; the detached restroom building at the northeast corner 
of the lot is presumably demolished or altered to become a new brick barbeque pit.9 
 

1944 A 32’ x 40’ basement addition is made to the existing 1940 restaurant addition.10 
 

1945 A new roof is installed on the “icehouse” and “cutting room,” while a brick dining room 
addition is also constructed.11 
 

1946 A garbage room addition is constructed at the rear of the existing refrigerator plant 
structure.12 
 

1950 A permit is issued to Grace Cook for the construction of a second story residence addition 
designed by architect Howard Elwell above the existing 1940 brick building addition on 
the east façade; other permits are issued to repair fire damage to the rear refrigerator 
plant; architect Howard Elwell is also hired to design an addition to the barbeque and 
dining areas as well as a new canopy; the lot is developed with the restaurant building 
(including the dining car, dining room, and residence addition), a detached refrigerator 
plant, and a detached barbeque pit. 13 
 

 
7 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1936LA25295, September 21, 1936; Permit no. 1936LA26294, 
September 28, 1936; Permit no. 1936LA25151, September 18, 1936. The 1936 permits state that only two buildings are 
extant on the lot, including the restaurant structure and refrigeration plant. However, aerial photography from 1940 and 
1952 indicates that the third, detached building at the northeast corner is still extant at this time and was subsequently 
converted to the barbeque pit according to later permits.  
8 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1939LA16059, April 25, 1939; 1940 and 1952 aerial 
photography. 
9 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1940LA10955 & 1940LA10954, March 22, 1940.  
10 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1944LA11939, June 28, 1944; Permit no. 1944LA17729, 
September 25, 1944.   
11 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1945LA13099, September 4, 1945.  
12 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1946LA23067, August 28, 1946. 
13 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1950LA12321, May 2, 1950; Permit no. 1950LA11773 & 
1950LA11774, June 15, 1950; Permit no. 1950LA13942, August 16, 1950. As a note, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 1950 
and 1953 do not reflect the second-story residential addition; however, the addition is presently extent, and Grace Cook-
Harris is listed as a resident at 1310 W. 6th Street in a 1956 Los Angeles Street Address Directory. 
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1958 Grace Cook hires engineer John D. Blackburn to design a two-story, 16’ x 28’ kitchen 
addition that connects the existing restaurant structure to the refrigerator plant, creating 
one building comprised of an expanded dining car, an additional dining room with the 
second story residence, a kitchen, and a refrigerator plant.14  
 

1961 A permit is issued to demolish the detached barbeque pit at the northeast corner of the 
lot. 
 

1964 Wesley Idol Sr. purchases the adjacent lot and is issued a permit to attach the existing 
store building to the restaurant, to be converted into additional restaurant space.15 
 

1974 Wesley A. Idol II is issued a permit to brick up openings and exchange doors.16 
 

1977 Architect Robert Hanley is hired to design a new entrance vestibule on the north façade 
of the original dining car, while a storage and kitchen addition is made at the rear of the 
building; an additional sign is added over the existing pole sign.17 
 

1982 A kitchen addition is made at the rear, southeast portion of the building.18  
 

 

  

 
14 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1958LA07408, July 25, 1958. 
15 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1964LA58668, February 13, 1964. 
16 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1974LA89715, May 8, 1974. 
17 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1977LA40564, February 28, 1977; Permit no. 1977LA47873, 
July 11, 1977.  
18 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Permit no. 1982LA52453, October 25, 1982.  
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B. Statement of Significance 

Summary 

The Pacific Dining Car at 1310 W. 6th Street meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles 

Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM): 

 

Criterion A: It is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 

significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city 

or community. 

 

The Pacific Dining Car satisfies Criterion A as one of the oldest family-owned restaurants in Los Angeles, 

having been in continuous operation since 1921 in the Westlake neighborhood. As a long-standing 

social and cultural institution, the building is significant to the commercial identity of the Westlake 

neighborhood and Los Angeles as a whole. Modeled after a train car and originally situated adjacent to 

historic streetcar lines, the structure was constructed by Fred and Grace “Lovey” Cook in 1921 at the 

corner of Westlake and 7th Streets, before being relocated to its present site at 1310 W. 6th Street in 

1923. The family continued to own and operate the restaurant over multiple generations, eventually 

managed by the Cooks’ son-in-law, Wesley A. Idol, Sr., until his death in 1970. The Cooks’ grandson, 

Wesley A. Idol, Jr., took over operations until its physical closure in 2020. During its almost century-long 

existence under the ownership of the Cook/Idol family, the Pacific Dining Car became known as “Los 

Angeles’ oldest steakhouse” and was established as an iconic legacy business. Throughout the years, a 

diverse clientele sought comfort in the ornately decorated restaurant as a social and cultural 

destination, where they could relish in a fine dining experience and order from a menu that included 

recipes dating back to 1921, all while taking in the historic charm of an old train car in a familial 

atmosphere. While the restaurant building expanded substantially throughout its history, the 

numerous additions and alterations are emblematic of the business’ overall growth and development 

from a small mom and pop restaurant to a revered Los Angeles establishment. The Pacific Dining Car 

became – and continued to be until its closure in 2020 – an invaluable cultural asset and an integral 

part of Angelenos’ sense of cultural and commercial identity. 

 

In 2014, the Pacific Dining Car was identified in the SurveyLA citywide historic resources inventory as 

individually eligible for listing as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. The property was found 

significant under Criterion A as a long-time restaurant in the Westlake neighborhood that is significant 

for the commercial identity of Los Angeles.   
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Development of the Westlake Neighborhood19  

The Pacific Dining Car at 1310 W. 6th Street is located on three contiguous lots originally subdivided 

as part of the 1887 Orange Heights Tract in the center portion of the Westlake Community Plan Area. 

Situated just west of the historic core of Downtown Los Angeles, the Westlake neighborhood 

contains some of the oldest residential and commercial development in the city. The area was first 

recorded in 1857 by United States Deputy Surveyor Henry Hancock. At the time, the vast majority of 

the land was unoccupied, and Hancock divided the landscape into square tracts, extending the 

orthogonal grid planning which had been imposed by earlier surveys and was originally dictated by 

the Laws of the Indies. As the land passed into private ownership, the City constructed streets along 

the boundary lines between the tracts, giving rise to such present-day thoroughfares as Rampart 

Boulevard and Alvarado Street.20  

 

As the population of Los Angeles grew, the land immediately to the west of Downtown became 

increasingly desirable for residential development. The first subdivision in the Westlake area was 

recorded in 1877 with the creation of the Fairmount Tract, which established 132 residential lots east 

of Union Street, between 9th Street and present-day Wilshire Boulevard. By the mid-1880s, a large 

portion of the area had been subdivided and entire neighborhoods were under construction 

throughout the area. Additional tracts were developed along the railway line, and middle- and upper-

class residents quickly came to appreciate the area’s proximity to the Downtown commercial core 

and the easy access provided by the railway. 

 

George Rufus Shatto developed the residential avenue of Orange Street as part of the Orange 

Heights Tract. Shatto made his fortune in mining and purchased Santa Catalina Island in 1887. In 

1890, he began construction of a massive Victorian residence at Orange Street and Lucas Avenue, 

which included a four-story tower from which Shatto could see Catalina. Eventually, Good Samaritan 

Hospital would replace all of the residences along this stretch of Orange Street and is currently 

situated across Witmer Street from the Pacific Dining Car.  

 

As more people began to move to Westlake, residents and developers alike began to campaign for 

the improvement of the area which now comprises present-day MacArthur Park. Originally 

developed as Westlake Park, the land occupied a saddle-shaped depression between two ridges and 

had once been the site of a naturally occurring alkali lake, which was fed by runoff from the 

 
19 Excerpted and adapted from the “Historic Resources Survey Report: Westlake Community Plan Area,” SurveyLA, prepared 
by Historic Resources Group for the City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, April 
2014, https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/db31e62f-7e53-4de9-b891-07a8515913bc/Westlake_Report_0.pdf (accessed 
September 2021). 
20 3 “Why L.A. Has Clashing Street Grids,” http://www.kcet.org/updaily/socal_focus/history/la-as-subject/tracing-thepaths-
through-las-past.html. See also “The Hancock Survey,” http://eng.lacity.org/aboutus/city_engineers_hist/hancock.htm and 
David Rumsey’s discussion of the Map of the City of Los Angeles, http://www.davidrumsey.com/maps5294.html. 
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highlands to the north.21 Eventually the area became a dumping ground for all sorts of garbage, 

including household trash and animal carcasses. In 1886, an ordinance was passed dedicating the 

land as public parkland, and extensive grading and improvements commenced. Albert Hardcastle was 

hired to design the landscape, and an artificial lake was created. In 1890 Westlake Park – named in 

reference to its location near the western limits of the city – opened to the public. Westlake Park 

quickly became a destination for both Angelenos and tourists alike, with lush tropical landscaping 

and amenities such as buggy paths, boating facilities, a seal pool, and a bandstand which hosted 

Sunday concerts. The City of Los Angeles changed the name of Westlake Park in 1942 in honor of 

General Douglas MacArthur. The development of additional parks throughout the 1880s and 1890s 

confirmed Westlake’s reputation as an affluent and desirable neighborhood.  

 

While Westlake’s parks played a critical role in drawing Angelenos westward, transportation also 

played an important part in the development of the area. The introduction of electric streetcar lines 

in the 1880s and 1890s provided easy access to and from the Downtown commercial core and made 

the development of residential neighborhoods in outlying areas to the west possible. During this 

period, Westlake was crisscrossed by numerous streetcar lines on most of its major roadways. 

Streetcars along east-west corridors included Temple Street, Beverly Boulevard, 3rd Street, 6th 

Street, Olympic Boulevard, Pico Boulevard, and Venice Boulevard; north-south streetcar lines 

included Rampart Boulevard, Alvarado Street, and Glendale Boulevard.  

 

In 1892 the discovery of oil deposits in Westlake marked a turning point in the development of the 

neighborhood. Edward Laurence Doheny identified the first oil deposits in the city near the base of 

Crown Hill and later drilled the first successful oil well in Los Angeles. Along with his business partner, 

Charles A. Canfield, Doheny established the Los Angeles City Oil Field, which stretched across 

Westlake and grew to include 80 wells in the first two years of operation. By 1898, The Los Angeles 

City Oil Field accounted for 65 percent of the oil production in California.22 By the end of the 19th 

century, the field was the largest producer in the world and would become the most influential in the 

history of California. Doheny and Canfield’s success sparked the petroleum boom which helped fuel 

much of the early development of Los Angeles, and derricks sprang up throughout the surrounding 

residential neighborhoods.  

 

The film industry also played an early role in the development of Westlake. In the 1910s, actor 

Hobart Bosworth established Occidental Studios at 201 N. Occidental Boulevard. The studio hosted 

such pioneering early filmmakers as Cecil B. DeMille and D. W. Griffith, and today the facility remains 

one of the oldest continuously operating studios in Los Angeles. By the turn of the twentieth century, 

 
21 Information on the development of Westlake Park was drawn primarily from “Westlake (MacArthur) Park: How A 
Neighborhood Dump Became a Civic Treasure,” http://www.kcet.org/updaily/socal_focus/history/la-assubject/westlake-
macarthur-park-how-a-neighborhood-dump-became-a-civic-treasure.html. 
22 Stephen M. Testa, “The Los Angeles City Oil Field: California’s First Oil Boom During the Revitalization Period (1875-
1900),” http://www.aegsc.org/chapters/inlandempire/pdf/LOS%20ANGELES%20CITY%20OIL% 20FIELD.pdf. 
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prosperity from the fledgling movie industry as well as the oil industry attracted newly wealthy 

residents from the emerging service and creative industries.23 As residents flocked to Westlake, the 

demand for housing necessitated greater density in residential development, and the Westlake area 

contains one of the largest concentrations of early twentieth century multi-family residential 

development in the city. 

 

As residential development migrated westward in the early 1900s, the more established institutions 

also relocated to outlying areas. Development in the area began to shift from almost exclusively 

residential construction to include a more varied mix of religious, institutional, and commercial 

development. Commercial development, which until the turn of the century had been confined 

primarily to tourism-related commerce such as restaurants, stores, and ice cream parlors, began to 

increase in the early 1900s in response to the demands of the growing community. By the 1920s, 

commercial development in the neighborhood was concentrated primarily along 7th Street, which 

benefitted from its proximity to the Los Angeles Yellow Car lines, and along the area’s other east-

west corridors and accompanying streetcar lines.  

 

Wherever streetcar stops brought heavy pedestrian traffic, enterprising Angelenos could set up 

stores and restaurants and prosper. Commercial activity along streetcar lines intensified as the 

suburbs built up, and clusters of stores and restaurants became semi-independent nodes where 

residents could obtain many of their day-to-day needs. No other establishment in the Westlake area 

more directly symbolized the emerging streetcar commercial development of the period than the 

Pacific Dining Car’s railcar restaurant setting, originally located along 7th Street in 1921 and 

subsequently relocated to W. 6th Street two years later. By the mid-1920s, the automobile had taken 

primacy over streetcars as the dominant mode of transportation shaping the City, but through the 

1930s thousands of Angelenos still relied on local and interurban streetcars to get around.24 

 

By the 1930s, the Westlake area was largely built out. The widening of Wilshire and Olympic 

Boulevards, completed in the 1930s and 1940s, shifted development on the two major thoroughfares 

from largely residential uses to more commercial construction. However, in the years following 

World War II, builders responded to the sudden postwar population boom by developing the 

remaining infill lots with budget apartment buildings, which were typically designed in the “dingbat” 

style. Postwar commercial development also shared the street with earlier commercial buildings. 

Adjacent segments of the Hollywood (101) Freeway and the Harbor (110) Freeway were also 

completed in the 1950s, allowing Angelenos to bypass Westlake in favor of communities further 

west. 

 

 
23 LSA Associates, Inc., Westlake Recovery Community Redevelopment Area, Intensive Survey, prepared for the City of Los 
Angeles, May 1, 2009, 11. 
24 LSA Associates, Westlake Recovery Community Redevelopment Area, 57. 
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By the late 1960s, the neighborhood suffered from an aging infrastructure, widespread neglect, and 

private disinvestment. Senior citizens and immigrant families, many of whom had been displaced 

from Bunker Hill during its redevelopment from a residential district to the corporate heart of 

Downtown, were attracted by the low cost of housing and began to settle in the area. In 1971, City 

planners began to consider Westlake for potential redevelopment as an emerging urban center. Over 

the next several years, attempts were made to alleviate the demand for better and more extensive 

housing facilities for seniors and low-income families by adopting provisions in the 1990 General Plan 

that encouraged greater density in residential parcels. Immigrant families continued to be drawn to 

the area due to the low cost of housing and the proximity to Downtown Los Angeles, and Westlake 

soon established itself as a multicultural neighborhood, an identity which became central to the 

character of Westlake throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 

 

Commercial Identity, the Legacy Business, and “Third Places” 

 

The Pacific Dining Car is significant as one the oldest and most enduring family-run restaurants in Los 

Angeles. While physical operations ended in 2020, the restaurant was in continuous operation under 

the Cook/Idol family from 1921 to 2020 and became one of the city’s most iconic and beloved 

businesses. Commonly referred to as “Los Angeles’ oldest steakhouse,” Angelenos flocked to the 

historic restaurant at all hours over the course of almost a century. 25 Sitting in worn leather booths 

under luggage racks, patrons could order charcoal broiled steaks aged in-house, make small talk with 

a member of the Cook family, enjoy an array of homemade dishes, or make a selection from a robust 

list of California wines—all while surrounded by an elegant setting with framed memorabilia, paneled 

walls, and an overall weathered charm.26  

 

In Los Angeles and elsewhere, well‐established legacy businesses like the Pacific Dining Car take on 

important social qualities and often, over time, they organically mature into iconic and revered 

cultural institutions. Their endurance becomes ingrained into a community’s collective memory and 

plays an integral role in defining a community’s sense of cultural and commercial identity. Businesses 

such as these “have the power to bring people together, provide a sense of continuity with the past, 

and lend [cities] a rich and layered identity” that is rooted in aspects of their history.27 Though the 

reasons belying their significance are typically rooted in tradition, culture, and other intangible 

qualities, these businesses are important because they build a very tangible bridge linking the 

present with the past. 

 

The Pacific Dining Car’s long-standing presence and historic charm placed the restaurant in a unique 

position of being both a well-known legacy business coveted by locals, while also establishing a far-

 
25 Jean McMurphy, “Highly Tooted Steaks,” Los Angeles Times, August 7, 1966.  
26 Ibid. 
27 San Francisco Heritage, “Sustaining San Francisco’s Living History: Strategies for Conserving Cultural Heritage Assets,” 
Sept. 2014, 3. 
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reaching reputation, serving as a popular tourist destination and icon of Los Angeles culture.28 At the 

center of this juxtaposition was, no doubt, the Cook and Idol family. The family’s multi-generational 

management of the historic restaurant effectively made it both a fine dining establishment and a 

verifiable mom and pop joint. Their enduring presence created a familial atmosphere that appealed 

to a diverse clientele from all backgrounds, jobs, and social statuses, seeking an unpretentious fine 

dining experience.29 Eventually, the restaurant became one of the first in the city, apart from coffee 

shops, to serve breakfast, as well as lunch and dinner. It began increasing its hours of operation until 

becoming a full-service restaurant, open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. More than a steak house 

with white linen, the Pacific Dining Car served as a community gathering spot and hub of social 

capital and cohesion.  

 

Eminent urban sociologist Ray Oldenburg studied these venerable establishments at length, paying 

particular attention to the impact that these establishments had on community and social capital. 

From his research he concluded that to be healthy, members of a society must strike a balance 

between three key social realms: home life (called the “first place”), the workplace (the “second 

space”), and an intrinsically sociable setting that he named the “third place.”30 Third places, as 

defined by Oldenburg, included environments such as churches, restaurants, clubs, libraries, parks, 

and bars. These third places play an important social function by providing a space where one can 

relax in public, encounter familiar faces, and make new acquaintances and cultivate new 

relationships.31 Oldenburg argues that these third places are not only desirable, but are essential to 

maintaining a civil society. They act as anchors of community life by facilitating friendly interaction 

and fostering a sense of belonging. 

 

Drawing on Oldenburg’s pioneering body of research, other sociologists subsequently set out to 

enumerate what defines a third place. Very generally speaking, third places tend to have a low 

profile and are notably absent of extravagance, or pretense. They are patronized by regulars who set 

the tone of the establishment and also help to recruit and induct newcomers. All patrons, 

irrespective of any socioeconomic qualifier, are treated as equals. This egalitarian setting was 

especially evident at the Pacific Dining Car—an ideal celebrity haunt, where movie stars and famous 

Angelenos could be “guaranteed a pleasant evening with no interruptions.”32 Celebrity or not, 

patrons often experience the same feelings of warmth, possession, and belonging as they would in 

their own home or amid their own family and friends.33 These third spaces are ones where people 

 
28 City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, “Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context 
Statement; Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980; Theme: Commercial Identity, 1920-1980,” August 2016, 
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/d485a2a5-1dd9-4028-861d-784c8e77d7d4/CommercialIdentity_1880-1980.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
29 “Pacific Dining Car,” Pure History, https://purehistory.org/pacific-dining-car/ (accessed September 2021). 
30 Ray Oldenburg, The Great Good Place: Cafes, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair Salons at the Heart of a Community, 
Cambridge: Da Capo Press, 1999, ix‐xii. 
31 Rebekah White, “A Third Place,” New Zealand Geographic, No. 152, Jul‐Aug 2018, 6.  
32 “Pacific Dining Car,” Pure History, https://purehistory.org/pacific-dining-car/ (accessed September 2021). 
33 Christopher Peterson, “Happy Places: Third Places,” Psychology Today, Dec. 1, 2009. 

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/d485a2a5-1dd9-4028-861d-784c8e77d7d4/CommercialIdentity_1880-1980.pdf
https://purehistory.org/pacific-dining-car/
https://purehistory.org/pacific-dining-car/
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can brush their stresses and concerns to the side “and simply enjoy the company and conversation 

around them.”34 

 

As one of Los Angeles’s most long-standing family-owned restaurants, the Pacific Dining Car 

exemplifies the concept of a “third place” as defined by Oldenburg and others. It withstood the test 

of time, and evinced a sense of continuity amid successive waves of development that have changed 

the character of the surrounding neighborhood. Business grew and, as a result, so did the 

restaurant’s footprint. All the while, the Cook/Idol family was at the heart of the company, 

continuing to serve up aged steaks and homemade pies to patrons from all walks of life. Longtime 

customers knew, if it got too hot in the summer months, they could find the restaurant closed with a 

colloquial sign on the door that read: “Too Damn Hot in L.A. Gone fishing! Why in the Hell Don’t You 

go Too!”35 Treated as an extension of the family, diners were welcomed to gather and take part in 

cultivating the enduring legacy of the Pacific Dining Car.  

 

The Pacific Dining Car 

 

The Pacific Dining Car’s rich history spans over the course of almost a century, becoming an 

important fixture in Los Angeles’ commercial identity since its establishment in 1921 and to this day. 

It remained under the continuous ownership of an enterprising family committed to the ongoing 

success and growth of their multi-generational legacy business.  

 

The novel restaurant dining car was the product of Fred and Grace “Lovey” Cook’s creative efforts 

upon arriving in Los Angeles in 1921.36 Born in New York City in 1891, Fred met and married native 

Virginian Grace M. Harris at a young age and soon, the couple gave birth to their only child, Virginia, 

in 1908.37 Fred initially worked as a professional singer, at one time joining the Metropolitan Opera 

Company, until a vocal injury ended his budding career, and the family took advantage of 

opportunity on the West Coast.38  

 

While the couple had no prior experience owning or operating a restaurant, they brought with them 

an earlier experience of dining in an authentic train car remodeled as a restaurant while still living in 

New York. Immediately after settling in Los Angeles, they decided to build a custom train car of their 

own, using an acquaintance’s backyard and the help of another friend to construct the one-story, 

wood frame structure with steel wheels. They found an undeveloped lot for lease at the corner of 7th 

and Westlake Streets and wheeled the train car to the site where they began serving food to local 

 
34 Project for Public Spaces, “Ray Oldenburg,” Dec. 21, 2008. 
35 Evelyn de Wolfe, “Dining Car Lore Cherished,” Los Angeles Times, March 15, 1987. 
36 Throughout the company’s history and in related primary sources (including obituaries, city directories, and census data), 
there is a common discrepancy with regards to the spelling of the family’s last name, shown as both “Cook” and “Cooke.” 
For the purposes of this nomination and to remain consistent, the spelling is written as the more commonly found “Cook.” 
37 1930 & 1940 United States Federal Census. 
38 “Frederick Cooke[sic],” Los Angeles Times, February 21, 1948. 
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customers. 39 Grace created and executed the restaurant’s first menu of hearty homemade soups, 

steaks in a special sauce, and fresh baked pies. Serving patrons seven days a week and nine months 

out of the year, the Pacific Dining Car quickly grew in popularity throughout the neighborhood. 

 

During the early 1920s, the Westlake neighborhood was increasingly sought after for the 

development of middle to upper-class residences, thanks in part to a burgeoning film industry and 

nearby discovery of oil. In addition to residential neighborhoods, small commercial districts were 

cropping up along streetcar lines, including those running along 7th and 6th Streets. Land speculators 

quickly grabbed the Cook’s leased lot at 7th and Westlake and, in 1923, the couple was forced to 

move the train car to another nearby lot at the corner of 6th and Witmer, where it remains to this 

day. Lots were developed intermittently around the newly arrived dining car, with a Perley's 

Standard Oil Station nearby that facilitated a steady stream of lunchtime patrons. By 1925, Fred L. 

Cook, restauranteur, was listed for the first time in the Los Angeles City Directory at 1310 W. 6th 

Street.40  

 

In 1926, the Pacific Dining Car’s legacy almost came to an early close. A classified advertisement was 

published in the Los Angeles Times for the sale of the train car and restaurant operations. It stated 

the café dining car had been under the same ownership for four years and was in a good location and 

“could be moved anywhere cheaply.”41 Less than a year later, a second advertisement was published 

for the sale of the “dining car, counter, and tables” with a two-meal service and one kitchen—the 

advertisement further stated that, despite good business, the owners wished to retire.42 Even with 

these multiple attempts, the dining car was never sold and operations continued under Fred and 

Grace Cook. Perhaps the key turning point occurred in 1927, when Fred Cook met a rancher from San 

Diego who showed him how to pick the best kind of beef and how to age it properly.43 Soon the 

Cook’s honed in on their newfound expertise and began aging their own prime cuts of steak before 

throwing them onto the charbroiled grill, further solidifying the restaurant’s reputation as a quality 

steakhouse with some of the best meats.  

 

The Cook family weathered out the Depression years with the help of their daughter, Virginia, and 

son-in-law, Wesley A. Idol, who both began working in the restaurant in 1930.44 The family continued 

to engrain themselves in the community, extending their generosity to whoever needed it by 

welcoming hungry individuals who couldn’t afford a meal to dine with them for free after closing. 45 

 
39 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
40 1925 Los Angeles City Directory.  
41 “Café Dining Car,” Los Angeles Times, April 25, 1926. 
42 “Dining Car,” Los Angeles Times, February 8, 1927.  
43 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
44 “Wesley Idol; Restauranteur,” Los Angeles Times, July 1, 1970. 
45 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 

https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf
https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf
https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf
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The surrounding area and much of Los Angeles also experienced change as the electric street cars 

were replaced with more bus services, eventually becoming obsolete into World War II. The 

restaurant’s iconic train car would begin to resemble the physical remnants of a bygone era.  

 

By 1934, the family had amassed a large enough clientele to embark on the first of many expansions, 

with a new kitchen, storeroom addition, and bar room known as the “Club Car” to celebrate the end 

of Prohibition.46 With business back to normal, the family decided to open a second restaurant 

venture, Cook’s Steakhouse, in 1935. Located at 645 S. Olive Street in downtown Los Angeles, the 

new restaurant seized an opportunity to cater to the upscale business clientele found in the city’s 

Downtown financial and retail districts. Operations were overseen by Wesley A. Idol, while Fred and 

Grace continued to manage the Pacific Dining Car, adding a refrigerator plant to the W. 6th Street 

location to house even more aged meats.47 Around this time, the Pacific Dining Car also became one 

of the first restaurants in the city, apart from coffee shops, to begin offering breakfast on their menu. 

Now with three meals served, the restaurant was a fixture for locals looking for good food and 

conversation at any point in the day.48 

 

A second period of significant expansion occurred in 1940, when the Cooks constructed a large dining 

room and barbeque addition along the eastern half of the train car structure. By this time, the 

restaurant was considered a cultural destination with regulars comprising local tradesmen, 

stockbrokers, journalists, hustlers, lawyers, city officials, and even the likes of more famous 

Angelenos. Regulars included columnist and screenwriter, Louella Parsons; film actor and dancer, 

George Raft; sports columnist, Sid Ziff; famed gangster, Mickey Cohen; and film actress, Mae West.49 

Advertisements and classifieds for the Pacific Dining Car from this period confirmed the restaurant’s 

well-earned standing in the community as “Los Angeles’ oldest steak house” made famous for the 

“world’s best steaks to the discriminating.”50 

 

During World War II, Wesley Idol left the restaurant to serve as a mess officer for the Army and 

Virginia began taking their young son, Wesley A. Idol, II, to the restaurant—introducing a third 

generation of the Cook/Idol family to the restaurant enterprise. To help business survive, a barbecue 

stand was added to the corner of the lot to support takeout options, and chicken became a main 

staple of the menu during the war rationing years. Towards the end of the War, several additions 

were made to accommodate more dining areas. The high cost of beef appeared to persist even after 

the War, with the Cook family putting out announcements in the local papers that “regardless of 

 
46 Lucas Kwan Peterson, “So Long, and Thanks for All the Steak,” Los Angeles Times, September 27, 2020.  
47 “Wesley Idol; Restauranteur,” Los Angeles Times, July 1, 1970. 
48 Evelyn de Wolfe, “Dining Car Lore Cherished,” Los Angeles Times, March 15, 1987. 
49 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
50 “Dining Car,” Los Angeles Times, March 17, 1942; “Help Wanted—Waitresses,” Los Angeles Times, January 3, 1943. 

https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf
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rising prices in the meat industry, we will still, as always, maintain our high grade quality of food and 

service.”51 

 

In early 1948, Fred Cook passed away at the age of 50 years old, leaving sole ownership of the 

restaurant to his wife, Grace. 52 While Wesley Idol continued to manage Cook’s Steakhouse, Grace 

oversaw operations at the newly expanded Pacific Dining Car location. In 1950, she hired architect 

Howard Elwell to construct a second story addition over the 1940 dining room to serve as her new 

residence. For the next ten years, she would carry on with work at the restaurant, continuing to 

make “Lovey’s famous pies,” until her retirement in 1960 after almost forty years at the Pacific 

Dining Car.53  

 

In 1960, Virginia and Wesley Idol became the second generation of family owners and operators of 

the Pacific Dining Car, while their son, Wesley A. Idol II, joined as an official member of the 

restaurant’s management.54 With Grace’s retirement, Virginia and Wesley Idol also became owners 

of Cook’s Steakhouse in downtown Los Angeles. During this time, Wesley Idol, Sr. became known as a 

prominent restauranteur throughout Los Angeles, seen as a charismatic and gregarious proprietor. 

One 1964 Los Angeles Times profile described a “novel scheme” which entailed Idol’s offer to buy 

patrons a meal or a cocktail by handing them blank checks.55 The Idol couple also gained local fame 

for consistently outbidding competition for blue ribbon steers held up for auction at the annual Great 

Western Livestock show—another opportunity to market the family’s successful steakhouses in the 

papers.56  

 

By 1964, the restaurant was continuing to evolve from the homegrown mom and pop setting of the 

1920s into a respected and sought-after fine dining establishment. Wesley A. Idol, II, took off to 

Europe where he spent time learning about high quality wines. As a result, the Pacific Dining Car 

developed a robust list of imported and domestic wines offered to patrons looking to elevate their 

dining experience.57 That same year, the senior Wesley Idol purchased an adjacent lot developed 

with a 1929 store building at 1312 W. 6th Street. He hired engineers Mackintosh & Mackintosh to 

help attach the existing store building to the dining car structure and convert the space into an 

additional dining area. Patrons could now select from an array of different dining rooms, unified by 

 
51 “To Our Friends…,” B’nai B’rith Messenger, March 12, 1948.  
52 “Frederick Cooke[sic],” Los Angeles Times, February 21, 1948. 
53 Evelyn de Wolfe, “Dining Car Lore Cherished,” Los Angeles Times, March 15, 1987. 
54 Art Ryon, “A Reporter Who Drinks? Never!,” Los Angeles Times, June 20, 1960; In 1960, Grace Cook was listed in the Los 
Angeles Street Address Directory at 1310 W. 6th Street, with a separate line for the Pacific Dining Car attributed to the 
same address. By 1963, her grandson Wesley A. Idol, II was shown at 1310 W. 6th Street. It is unclear if this denoted a 
change in management only, or if Grace Cook moved out of the apartment and her grandson took up residence in her 
place. 
55 “Blank Checks for Diners,” Los Angeles Times, March 21, 1965. 
56 “A Blue Ribbon with Every Steak,” Los Angeles Times, December 11, 1965. 
57 “Our History,” Pacific Dining Car Restaurant, https://pacificdiningcar.com/presskit/PDCSince1921-OurHistory.pdf 
(accessed September 2021). 
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the “forest greens and polished brass; burnished wood and tasseled window dressings, even stowage 

above some of the tables to mimic the true train compartment experience.”58 The additions, 

although plentiful, embodied the same historic theme and atmosphere throughout, while also 

creating an amalgamation of spaces fit for any number of late night meetups, early morning 

breakfasts, and the daily lunch rushes. By 1967, Grace Cook was able to witness the full extent of her 

own success in the growth of her family’s restaurant over a lifetime and until her passing that year at 

the age of 90 years old.59  

 

In February 1970, Wesley Idol Sr. and his son, Wesley A. Idol II, entered into a joint partnership to 

open a second location called the Pacific Dining Car Newport at 501 30th Street in Newport Beach.60 

However, in July of the same year, the family lost another key figure when Wesley Idol, Sr. passed 

away at the age of 64 years old. 61 It is unclear how long the Newport location was in operation. 

However, five years after the death of his father, Wesley A. Idol, II, purchased the remaining 

restaurants—both the Pacific Dining Car and Cook’s Steakhouse—from his mother, Virginia. At the 

Pacific Dining Car, he carried out numerous alterations including hiring architect Robert Hanley to 

design a new entrance vestibule on the north façade of the original train car. By the late 1970s, 

Wesley A. Idol, II, had commissioned additional interior remodels and added seafood and lamb to the 

strictly a la carte menu, which continued to feature the restaurant’s signature prime Eastern corn-fed 

beef aged in-house.  

 

In 1981, the Pacific Dining Car’s kitchen officially opened for twenty-four hours—making the family-

owned restaurant one of the only establishments in the city offering fine dining around the clock.62 

Only one other addition was made to the kitchen in 1982, leaving the restaurant in its final iteration. 

By 1990, Wesley A. Idol, II opened a third location in Santa Monica, also open twenty-four hours and 

featuring the same train car décor inspired by the original location’s historic elegance.   

 

The restaurant at 1310 W. 6th Street, as well as its Santa Monica counterpart, continued to operate 

under the third generation of the Cook/Idol family until they permanently shut the doors in 2020 as a 

result of widespread pandemic restaurant closures. For almost one hundred years, the Pacific Dining 

Car survived a changing social, economic, and physical landscape to persevere as an enduring cultural 

institution and long-standing legacy business. With its humble beginnings in a simple custom-built 

train car on leased land, the full impact of the restaurant’s growth and overall significance is difficult 

to capture. The evolution of the property at 1310 W. 6th Street came to embody a community-

centered establishment that was both colloquial and elegant in its cultural and physical execution—

always sure to make patrons feel like part of the same family that started it all. Despite almost one 

 
58 Lucas Kwan Peterson, “So Long, and Thanks for All the Steak,” Los Angeles Times, September 27, 2020. 
59 “Mrs. Grace H. Cooke[sic] Rites to Be Thursday,”  
60 “New Restaurants,” Los Angeles Times, February 8, 1970. 
61  “Wesley Idol; Restauranteur,” Los Angeles Times, July 1, 1970. 
62 “Good Food, Inexpensively,” LA Weekly, January 16, 1981.  
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hundred years’ worth of change, the Pacific Dining Car never lost the intangible cultural heritage that 

makes it an important asset to the city’s commercial identity.      
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Period of Significance 

 

The period of significance for the Pacific Dining Car is defined as 1921 to 2020, reflecting the date of 

the construction of the original dining car structure and the period that encapsulates the restaurant’s 

continuous operation as the Pacific Dining Car restaurant under the sustained ownership and 

management of the Cook/Idol family. This period ends with 2020, the last year the restaurant was in 

physical operation at its location at 1310 W. 6th Street.  

 

Character-Defining Features 

 

• Minimal setback from the street 

• Eclectic composition and appearance, composed of multiple building volumes and anchored 

by a long, narrow volume that emulates a rail car 

• Variety of roof forms including jerkinhead, flat, and shed 

• Variety of roof cladding materials including wood shingles, clay tile, and rolled asphalt 

• Roof features include gables, dormers with faux half timbering, parapets, projecting eaves, 

and wood fascia boards with decorative details 

• Variety of wall cladding materials, mostly textured stucco and painted brick 

• Primary entrance set perpendicular to the street, facing east 

• Single wood entrance door with cross bracing, partial glazing, and a sidelight 

• Multi-light wood windows with stained glass transoms and latticed wood shutters 

• Rounded wood window in the gable end (north façade) 

• Spindled wood post supports and latticed wood rail between posts (north façade)  

• Decorative wood scrollwork affixed to some exterior walls 

• Flagstone planters and accent walls 

• Metal signpost 
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Integrity 

 

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance, and is defined by the National Park 

Service (NPS) as the “authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of 

physical characteristics that existed during the property’s prehistoric or historic period.”63 NPS 

identifies seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 

association. 

 

The Pacific Dining Car has experienced numerous alterations since its original construction in 1921, 

and subsequent relocation in 1923. The alterations reflect the business’ expanding restaurant 

enterprise throughout its history, including dining room expansions; the installation of a refrigerator 

plant and kitchen wings; and the construction of a second story residence for the Cook/Idol family. 

Almost all alterations and additions occurred within the period of significance and were made at the 

behest of the Cook/Idol family; therefore, these changes over time continue to reflect the property’s 

significance. The building retains all aspects of integrity. 

 

• Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the 

historic event occurred. 

 

The Pacific Dining Car was originally located at the corner of 7th Street and Westlake Avenue 

in 1921 and was relocated to its current location, less than one mile from its original location, 

in 1923. Both locations are in the same Westlake neighborhood and historically had the same 

urban character, adjacent to streetcar lines. The original 1921 structure remains on the 

current property, located at 1310 W. 6th Street, where it has sat for almost 100 years. Its 

relocation from a leased lot to a property ultimately purchased by the Cook family is a 

significant part of its history. The building thus retains integrity of location. 

 

• Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style 

of a property.  

 

The building has undergone numerous expansions since its original construction in 1921. 

While the 1921 train car structure remains at the site, subsequent additions altered the 

building’s overall massing, façades, and configuration over time, reflective of the restaurant’s 

success and expansion. However, the additions to the building were all constructed within 

the property’s period of significance and are characteristic of the restaurant, as it became 

known for its amalgamation of dining room areas and other notable programmatic features, 

such as the walk-in refrigerator plant where the restaurant’s signature meats were aged in-

 
63 U.S. Department of the Interior, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form 
(Washington D.C.: National Park Service, 1997), 4.   
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house. The current form, plan, space, and structure of the restaurant – while notably 

different than its original (1921) appearance – are reflective of changes made under original 

ownership as the restaurant grew and adapted over time. As a result, the building retains 

integrity of design.  

 

• Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. 

 

The building is located on W. 6th Street, which was a low-scale streetcar commercial corridor 

in 1923. Since the 1920s, the area surrounding 1310 W. 6th Street was developed with a 

mixture of small commercial businesses along 6th Street and single-family residences to the 

north and south. Over time, development in the area has become much larger, denser, and 

evocative of contemporary modes of architecture. Postwar development brought an influx of 

multi-family housing and large institutional buildings in the immediate vicinity, including the 

expansion of the Good Samaritan Hospital to the east of the subject property and the 

construction of the Rampart Police Station to the north of the subject property. Residences 

to the south of the subject property were also razed to accommodate a multi-story parking 

structure. Originally a complement to the area’s prevailing development patterns and 

aesthetic character, the restaurant building, over time, has become somewhat anomalous as 

the context of the immediate area has changed and evolved. However, these setting changes 

have all occurred within the restaurant’s period of significance, and in many ways its 

nostalgic character reminiscent of a bygone era was part of what made it unique in its 

context. Therefore, this aspect of integrity remains intact.   

 

• Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular 

period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.  

 

The building has experienced numerous exterior alterations and expansions since its original 

construction in 1921. However, all materials date to its period of significance of 1921 to 

2020, and reflect changes made to the restaurant over time as it expanded and evolved 

under the same family ownership. Therefore, its integrity of materials remains intact.  

 

• Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during 

any given period in history or prehistory.  

 

Because the property’s design and materials are reflective of multiple periods of 

development that all reflect its significance as a restaurant in operation for almost 100 years 

under the same family ownership, its workmanship also provides evidence of the multiple 

periods of history when the restaurant was originally established, grew, and expanded over 

the entire span of its history. Therefore, its integrity of workmanship remains evident.  
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• Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of 

time.  

 

As noted above, the property retains its essential character-defining features and 

appearance from its 1921-2020 period of significance. The period of significance is largely 

defined by the restaurant’s expansion as an iconic Los Angeles dining establishment through 

its numerous additions and alterations over the span of almost a century. The building has 

been unchanged since the restaurant’s closure in 2020, except for the removal of a pole sign 

and the temporary boarding up of doors and windows. It continues to retain the historic 

sense of its historical period, and therefore its integrity of feeling is intact.  

 

• Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic 

property.  

 

The building was continuously used as a restaurant, from its construction in 1921 until its 

closure in 2020. Despite the additions that were appended to the building over time as it 

grew and expanded, it is nonetheless recognizable as an iconic and long-lived family-run 

business known as “Los Angeles’ oldest steakhouse” due to its long-standing and 

uninterrupted operation as the Pacific Dining Car restaurant at the 1310 W. 6th Street 

location. The character of the historic restaurant is reflected in its original dining car 

structure, still in place, and further expressed throughout its later additions. While its 1921 

inception was directly linked with that period of development in the city, its further 

expansion reflected the extraordinary success of the restaurant and mirrored the growth of 

the city and its commercial landscape over the span of nearly a century. Therefore, it retains 

integrity of association. 
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North façade of dining car, view southwest (ARG, 2021). 

 

 
 Property overview showing primary (north) façade, view southwest (ARG, 2021). 
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West façade of west dining room, view east (ARG, 2021). 

 
 

 
North façade of west dining room, view southeast (ARG, 2021). 
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Detail: north façade of dining car, view southwest (ARG, 2021). 
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East façade of dining car, view west (ARG, 2021). 

 
 
 

 
North and east façades of dining room and second story residence addition,  

view southwest (ARG, 2021). 
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South and east façades of dining room and second story residence addition,  

view northwest (ARG, 2021). 
 

 

 
South and east façades of 2-story addition and refrigeration plant,  

view northwest (ARG, 2021). 
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Property overview showing rear (south) and east façades, view northwest (ARG, 2021). 

 
 
 

 
Property overview showing rear (south) and west façades, view northeast (ARG, 2021). 
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South and west façades from adjacent lot, view northeast (ARG, 2021). 
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Pacific Dining Car, possibly at its first location at the corner of 7th and Westlake Streets,  

Los Angeles Public Library, Security National Bank Collection, c. 1920s. 
 
 

 
Pacific Dining Car at 1310 W. 6th Street, courtesy of www.PureHistory.org, c.1930s. 
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Pictorial chronology of the Pacific Dining Car, courtesy of Dean Curtis via Le Continental 
(www.deanjab.com), various dates. 
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Interior bar of Pacific Dining Car, courtesy of www.PureHistory.org, c.1930s. 

 
 

 
 

Pacific Dining Car sign on corner of W 6th and Witmer Streets,  
Los Angeles Public Library, Los Angeles Photographers Collection, Gary Leonard, c.1977.  
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Exhibit 2. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1950 & 1953 
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Exhibit 3. Original Building Permits 









































































































































































 
 
 

Pacific Dining Car HCM Nomination      September 2021 
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP    

Exhibit 4. Newspaper Articles 
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 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No
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1308 W 6TH ST

 

ZIP CODES
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CHC-2021-9217-HCM

ENV-2021-9218-CE
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      Owner IDOL, WESLEY A. II

      Address 1310 W 6TH ST 
LOS ANGELES CA 90017

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.350 (ac)

 Use Code 2102 - Commercial - Restaurant, Cocktail Lounge - Restaurant, Cocktail
Lounge, Tavern - Two Stories

 Assessed Land Val. $215,456

 Assessed Improvement Val. $198,100
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      Year Built 1924
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	1958LA07408_7.25.1958 dining addition note two restaurants on lot
	1958LA11890_9.4.1958 shed addition
	1961LA99005)10.4.1961 demolish barbeque
	1964LA58668_2.13.1964 restaurant addition
	1966LA24689_5.6.1966 permit renewal
	1967LA52774_9.11.1967 interior remodel
	1973LA82111_12.10.1973 kitcen interior remodel
	1974LA89715_5.8.1974 brick up openings and exchange doors
	1975LA16487_11.7.1975 grease duct installation
	1977LA40564_2.28.1977 entrance vestibule remodel and storage additions
	1977LA47873_7.11.1977 sign installation
	1982LA52453_10.25.1982 kitchen addition
	1982LA54991_12.7.1982 auxillary kitchen
	1983LA77343_11.18.1983 interior remodel
	1983LA78812_12.14.1983 shear and bolt repairs
	1984LA87158_5.1.1984 revise tension and anchor bolts
	2019 permit for sidewalk repair
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