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CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: December 2, 2021 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE: Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of December 5, 2021, per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been 
tolled for the duration of the local emergency 
period. Please note that other State law provisions 
may also apply. 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-9228-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-9229-CE   
 
Location: 6877-6881 W. Alta Loma Terrace 
Council District: 4 – Raman 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Land Use Designation: Low Medium I Residential 
Zoning: R2-1XL 
Area Planning Commissions: South Valley and 
Central 
Neighborhood Council: Hollywood Hills West 
Legal Description: Tract 3653, Lots 19 and 21 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence is a two-story single-family residence and adjacent vacant 
lot located on the north side of Alta Loma Terrace in the High Tower neighborhood of Hollywood. 
Designed by Daniel C. Messinger (1875-1961) in the Craftsman architectural style with Japanese 
influences, the single-family residence was constructed in 1921 for Miss R. Marguerite Mansfield. 
The subject property was the home of Korean American actor Philip Ahn (1905-1978) from 1952 
to 1958 and of rock musician Kurt Cobain (1967-1994) from 1992 to 1993. 
 
The High Tower neighborhood consists of two tracts subdivided by Fred S. Gallagher and William 
S. Henderson in 1920. Located on steep ridges and hillsides, the neighborhood was designed 
around several walk streets with a private elevator to provide more convenient access for 
residents. The elevator is located at the end of High Tower Drive in a tower inspired by an Italian 
campanile and is flanked by garages that serve the houses on the walk streets above. The 
subdivision was advertised as having both desirable hillside views and convenient access to 
central Hollywood, without the need for a long, arduous climb.  
 
Rectangular in plan, the single-family residence is of wood-frame construction with horizontal and 
vertical wood board-and-batten siding and has a side gable on hip roof with wide overhanging 
eaves and exposed, carved rafter tails. The primary, south-facing elevation is three bays wide 
and features a plain, paneled wood double door in the east bay; due to the grade of the site, it is 
several feet above the ground and accessed by a set of wooden stairs leading to a wooden deck. 
There is a trio of windows in the center bay on the first floor. The west bay at the first floor projects 
from the plane of the elevation and is topped by a shed roof. The east-facing elevation is also 
three bays wide and there is a terrace that extends from the north bay, wrapping around to the 
north-facing elevation. The north-facing elevation is two bays wide; on the first floor, there are two 
pairs of multi-lite doors that lead out onto a shallow balcony. The balcony features a wooden 
railing with a pattern of horizontal and vertical slats and extends on to the west-facing elevation. 
A secondary entrance accessed via a short flight of wood steps is located on the west-facing 
elevation. Fenestration consists of multi-lite double-hung windows, large, fixed windows, and 
multi-lite French doors. A wooden fence with a pattern of horizontal and vertical slats runs along 
the front of the subject property east of the residence, with a taller board-and-batten fence and 
gate on the west side of the residence. Interior features include paneled walls and ceilings, a half-
turn stair with a geometric railing, built-in cabinets, and a carved stone panel depicting a dragon. 
 
Daniel C. Messinger was born in Nebraska in 1875 and later moved to Los Angeles. Throughout 
his career, Messinger was referred to variously as a contractor, builder, architectural designer, 
and architect, though he does not appear to have been a licensed architect. He focused on 
designing plans for single-family homes throughout Los Angeles, which he continued to do 
through 1940. Messinger passed away in 1961 at the age of 86. 
 
Born in 1905, Philip Ahn was the eldest son of Korean independence leader Ahn Chang Ho, also 
known as Dosan, and his wife Helen (Yi Hye Ryon). As his father was often out of the country, 
Ahn began working at the age of nine to support the family. He was also active in his father’s 
organization, the Hung Sa Dahn or Young Korean Academy, establishing a youth group and 
assisting the organization to lease land in Northern California. In 1934, Ahn enrolled at the 
University of Southern California, but dropped out after receiving his first credited film roles in The 
General Died at Dawn and Stowaway in 1936. He continued to work in film and television until 
1977, receiving 270 acting credits over the course of his career. Though Ahn did land lead roles 
in films such as Daughter of Shanghai (1937), he was largely relegated to supporting roles due 
to institutional racism. In addition to acting, Ahn opened an upscale Chinese restaurant in 
Panorama City in 1955, Phil Ahn’s Moongate, which was in operation until 1990. He also remained 
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active in the Korean American community, as well as in local politics. Ahn resided at the subject 
property between 1952 through 1958, although he owned the property until his death in 1978. 
Ahn was posthumously honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1984. 
 
Kurt Cobain was born in Aberdeen, Washington, in 1967. Cobain and Krist Novoselic formed the 
grunge rock band Nirvana in 1987 and released their first single the following year. After some 
initial success, their 1991 album Nevermind propelled them to fame and became a landmark 
alternative rock record. In 1992, Cobain married fellow musician Courtney Love, the lead singer 
of the band Hole. Initially residing in the Fairfax District, they relocated to the subject property 
later that year. During their time at the subject property, Cobain began writing Nirvana’s In Utero 
album that would go on to become critically acclaimed, and Love gave birth to the couple’s 
daughter, Frances Bean Cobain. Cobain and Love relocated from the subject property to Seattle, 
Washington by the end of 1993. Cobain committed suicide in 1994, at the age of 27. In 2014, he 
was posthumously inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame for his role in Nirvana alongside 
his fellow bandmates.  
 
The subject property appears to have experienced only a few alterations including the enclosure 
of the front porch and the enlargement of two windows on the east-facing elevation in the 1950s; 
and the replacement of wood floors with tiles and addition of ceiling tiles on the basement level at 
unknown dates.  
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as eligible for 
listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent and rare example 
of a Craftsman home with Japanese influences and as a unique hillside example of streetcar 
residential development in Hollywood associated with the original 1920s Alta Loma development. 
The subject property was also identified in SurveyLA’s Korean Americans in Los Angeles, 1905-
1980 historic context statement as significant for its association with Korean American actor Philip 
Ahn. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 
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FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On November 5, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of December 5, 2021, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. 
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍
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9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS
 
 
A. Proposed Monument Description 
The following description is based on visibility from the public right-of-way as well as photographs 
included in a recent real estate listing (Attachment 2). The interior is not accessible. 
 
Site 
The Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence, located at 6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace in Hollywood on 
a walk street, is not accessible to vehicular traffic. The High Tower, a short distance from the 
property, provides elevator access from the associated garage on High Tower Drive, five flights 
below. Alta Loma Terrace follows a ridge above the Hollywood Bowl to the north,1 sloping down 
from west to east while the property drops off considerably to the north. 
 
The one residential building is a single-family home that encompasses nearly the entire parcel on 
which it sits while the parcel to the east is undeveloped and serves as a side yard to the house. The 
residence is placed close to the walk street with only a shallow setback. A tall, solid wood wall 
extends from the residence to the west and includes a solid gate. Tall bamboo is planted within the 
setback along the east side of the house. A fence runs along the side yard to the east. A low, rubble 
stone wall separates the house from the side yard, which is planted with a handful of mature trees 
that are overgrown and not recently pruned. A contemporary chain-link fence nearly bisects the 
property along the north while a tall, wood fence separates the property to the adjacent one to the 
west. A stone walkway/staircase runs along the fence and the west elevation of the house. A brick 
fireplace is located downhill to the north of the residence. 
 
Exterior 
The Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence is designed in a Craftsman style with Japanese influences 
visible in the slightly flared corners of the roof eaves, rafter tails stamped with gold, floral design, 
and horizontal arrangement of lights within the windows. The residence is two stories with a partial 
basement along the north elevation. The side gable on hip roof has widely overhanging eaves and 
visible rafter tails that extend beyond the roofline and curve upward. The residence is finished in 
wood board-and-batten siding, arranged horizontally on the basement and first floor and vertically 
on the top floor. Fenestration consists of double hung wood sash with the upper sash taller than the 
lower sash.  
 
The primary elevation faces south toward Alta Loma Terrace and is three bays wide. The primary 
entrance is located in the east bay. Due to the slope of the site, the entrance is accessed by a short 
flight of wood stairs set against the building. The stairs have a simple wood railing with unadorned 
wood newel posts at the bottom and vertical slats. The primary entrance consists of two, 
contemporary wood panels, which are currently protected by plywood. The center bay on the first 
floor contains a trio of windows. The west bay at the first floor steps out from the plane of the 
elevation and is topped by a shed roof. Windows are arranged on the three visible sides of the bay 
with small windows facing east and west and a wider window facing south. On the top floor, a pair 
of windows is located in the east bay, two small single windows are in the center bay, and a single 
window is in the west bay. 
 

 
1 Alta Loma Terrace generally runs northwest to southeast. For ease of description, it is assumed it runs east-west. 
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The east elevation is also three bays wide. Entrance to the basement is located in the center bay and 
consists of a single, panel door. Two windows flank the entrance to the south, one of which is 
boarded up with plywood and the other protected by contemporary metal security bars. A door 
hidden by board and batten siding at the south side of the elevation likely accesses a storage shed. A 
large, fixed window is located in the north bay. The window is divided vertically into equal thirds, 
while each of the vertical divisions has horizontal muntins, dividing the center section in half and 
outer sections into unequal thirds. A terrace extends from the north bay, wrapping around to the 
north elevation. On the first floor of the east elevation, two, large, fixed, wood sash windows are 
located in the north and south elevations. Like the large, fixed window on the ground floor, these 
windows are also divided equally vertically, although into five sections. Horizontal divisions alternate 
between dividing vertical sections into halves and unequal thirds.  
 
The north elevation is two bays wide. On the basement level, a pair of windows is located in the east 
bay while a glass door with two fixed sidelights is located in the west bay. On the first floor, two 
pairs of doors with glass lights lead out onto a shallow balcony. The balcony has a wood floor and 
wood railing with horizontal slats, broken up in places by short vertical pieces.  
 
The shallow balcony and railing on the first floor wrap around the north elevation to the west 
elevation. The west elevation is three bays wide. At the first floor, a trio of small windows is located 
in the north bay. A secondary entrance is located in the center bay flanked by a single small window 
to the north. A short flight of wood steps leads to the secondary entrance. A pair of windows is 
located in the south bay. On the top floor, two windows are located in the center bay, one of which 
is a small, fixed window, while a single window is located in the south bay.  
 
Interior 
The one available image of the basement reveals a relatively large living area at the northeast side of 
the building. Floor finishes consist of contemporary tiles while ceiling tiles are placed atop of earlier 
finishes. 
 
The interior is dominated by a double height living room that runs the length of the north elevation. 
The living room is centered on a fireplace in the north wall flanked on either side by pairs of doors 
that open onto the balcony, while built-in bookcases line the west wall. A half-turn stair in the 
southwest corner is a central feature, running east-west, with a distinctive geometric railing and a 
large bottom step that is curved at the edges. At the second floor, a balcony with the same geometric 
motif as the stair extends across the south side of the living room. Finishes in the living room 
include paneling along the walls and ceiling. An Asian-inspired light fixture that once hung from the 
ceiling is currently sitting on the floor. Floors are wood. A cased opening in the south wall of the 
living room leads to the dining room. A passage along the east side of the building leads from the 
living room to the front door and exhibits a stone panel of a dragon. 
 
On the top floor, two bedrooms are accessed from the balcony hallway. A bathroom between is 
accessed from both bedrooms. The southeast bedroom has a large closet with built-in cabinets. 
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Alterations 
The Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence was constructed in 1921. In addition to the original building 
permit, only one other permit for the property could be located, which was for grading in 1956.2 
The house appears to retain a high degree of integrity and has sustained few alterations over time. 
Historic photographs show that in the mid- to late-1950s the front porch at the southeast corner 
was infilled, becoming an interior space, and two other windows along the east elevation were 
enlarged.3 As described more fully below, these alterations, which were completed by notable tenant 
Philip Ahn, have taken on significance over time.  
 
  

 
2 City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety, “Application to Alter, Repair, Demolish,” Permit #47006, June 

29, 1956. 
3 Numerous historic photographs in the collection of Philip Ahn Cuddy were reviewed for preparation of this nomination 

but were not permitted to be included. 
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B. Statement of Significance 
6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace is significant under criterion 2 for its association with one of its most 
notable tenants, Philip Ahn, who lived at the house in between around 1952 through 1958. Philip 
Ahn was a Korean American actor and leader in the Korean American community. The residence is 
also significant under criterion 2 for its association with grunge rock musician and Nirvana front 
man Kurt Cobain, who lived at the property around 1992-1993. In addition to its notable tenants, 
the residence is significant under criterion 1 as one of the oldest houses in what is now known as the 
High Tower neighborhood in the Hollywood Heights area of Los Angeles. With its distinctive and 
unique configuration on walk streets, the High Tower neighborhood spans two ridges and is 
accessed by an elevator. Located on a ridge overlooking the Hollywood Bowl, 6877-6881 Alta Loma 
Terrace was occupied in the 1920s by the developer of the High Tower, Fred S. Gallagher. Finally, 
6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace is significant under criterion 3 for its unique architectural design in a 
Craftsman style with Japanese influences. 
 
The period of significance for the property extends from 1921, when the residence was constructed, 
through 1993, when Kurt Cobain resided at the property.  
 
Property History 
The Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence at 6877-6881 was constructed in 1921, designed by D. C. 
Messinger. The original building permit was issued to Miss. R. Marguerite Mansfield for a five-room 
dwelling, 35-feet by 35-feet, for one family to be built at a cost of $3,500. In 1926, the house was 
advertised with the following description:  
 

For sale, on top of hill…No other view in the world like it. No traffic, no dust. 
Wonderful air. So quiet, so private, yet only 10 minutes walk from Hollywood Blvd. 
and Highland Ave. Unusually attractive 7-room house, very large studio living room 
with balcony and large fireplace. Three bedrooms, two very large. Two bath. 
Window drapes throughout included…Near Hollywood Bowl. Price $14,000.4 

 
This description of the house aligns with how the house appears today.5  
 
At the time the original building permit was issued, R. Marguerite Mansfield was living nearby at 
2115 Highland Avenue though relatively little else is known about her life. One article provides that 
she was born in Los Angeles around 1892 and “at one time had a school of dramatic art in 
Chicago.”6 The same article describes her as “casting director of the Roy H. Klumb Productions.”7 

 
4 “Classified Ad,” Los Angeles Times, February 21, 1926, 107. 
5 The Los Angeles County Assessor notes that a substantial addition was completed around 1928. No permit could be 

identified for this addition. As the house appears similar to historic photos from the 1920s, it can be inferred that it was constructed 
with two stories and a partial basement.  

6 “Movie Critic Mentions Miss Marguerite Mansfield,” Journal Gazette (Mattoon, Il), May 24, 1922, 4. 
The column goes on to mention that “Miss Mansfield is known to quite a number of Mattoon people.” A small town in 

rural Illinois, it is unclear how R. Marguerite Mansfield could be known to residents of Mattoon. 
7 “In Filmland,” The San Francisco Examiner, May 24, 1922, 19. 
Located at 5107 Hollywood Boulevard, Roy H. Klumb Productions made “Daddy’s Love” (1922) and “Lucky Thing” 

(never released). By 1923, Roy H. Klumb Productions went “on the financial rocks.” (E.J. Fleming, The Movieland Directory, (Jeffferson, 
N.C.: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2004), 206; “Pulse of the Studios,” Camera, June 19, 1920, 11; “Missing Murder Case Witness,” Los 
Angeles Evening Post-Record, July 21, 1923, 1-2.) 
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By 1930, she was working as a governess to James E. Green’s 5-year old daughter Darleen Green on 
Beachwood Drive.8 
 
Daniel C. Messinger 
Daniel C. Messinger (1875-1961)9 was born in Nebraska and moved to Los Angeles by way of 
Arizona, where he worked as a farmer.10 The 1910 U.S. Census shows Daniel Messinger working as 
a “house contractor.”11 The first published notice of his work was for a house at 765 Irolo Street in 
1911 (not extant).12 Starting in 1912, he advertised regularly in local newspapers, specifically for 
houses he designed. In 1912, an advertisement read, “Better Bungalows Built for Less. Money 
furnished. Nifty up-to-date plans. See me TODAY.”13 As time went on, his advertisements became 
increasingly wordy. A 1919 advertisement read, “When Noah built the ark labor was scarcer than at 
present, but he was successful because his plans and specifications were properly drawn. You can be 
equally as successful by using my plans…”14 Advertisements became newspaper columns, and in 
1924, he had a semi-regular column in the Hollywood Daily Citizen.15  
 
Throughout his career, Daniel Messinger was referred to variously as a contractor, builder, 
architectural designer, and architect though he does not appear to have been a licensed architect. He 
worked with other builders, supplying them with designs, as well as individualized designs, such as 
two “Spanish style bungalows” he prepared for G.W. Harrocks and D.H. Harrocks in Hollywood 
(1919, 1722 Courtney Ave and 1726 Courtney Ave, extant).16 The profession of architecture was still 
in its adolescence throughout the U.S. and especially in Los Angeles in the beginning of the 
twentieth century. There were few architecture schools throughout the country and correspondingly 
few trained architects. Trained architects tended to design high style buildings for wealthy clientele. 
More common were builders or contractors, such as Daniel Messinger, who often adapted house 
designs from popular pattern books.  
 
Daniel Messinger maintained an office at 6526 Hollywood Boulevard, at the corner of Hudson 
Avenue. While U.S. Census records indicate he continued to work as a building contractor through 
1940, he is mentioned in newspaper articles and his own advertisements only in the 1920s.  
 
High Tower Neighborhood 
A 1922 advertisement proclaimed: 
 

How often have you said, ‘I would love to live up on the hills overlooking 
Hollywood and Los Angeles if it were not for that long, tiresome climb’ …your 
desire…can now be realized…An automatic electric passenger elevator will be 

 
8 1930 United States Federal Census, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, Page: 12B, Enumeration District: 0071. 
9 State of California, California Death Index, 1940-1997, (Sacramento, CA: State of California Department of Health Services, 

Center for Health Statistics). 
10 1900 United States Federal Census, Township 3, Maricopa, Arizona Territory, Page: 3, Enumeration District: 0026. 
11 1910 United States Federal Census, Los Angeles Assembly District 70, Los Angeles, California, Roll: T624_81, Page: 3A, 

Enumeration District: 0253. 
12 “Building Permits,” Los Angeles Express, August 25, 1911. 
13 “Classified Ad,” Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1912, 11. 
14 “Classified Ad,” Los Angeles Times, September 7, 1919, 65. 
15 See for example, D.C. Messinger, “1924 to be Big Era for Building,” Hollywood Daily Citizen, February 2, 1924, 10. 
16 “Spanish Bungalow,” Los Angeles Times, November 30, 1919, 11. 
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installed without cost to the property owners, and will take you quietly to the level on 
which your house is located.17 

 
6877-6881 Alta Loma Drive is one of approximately 40 parcels in what is now known as the High 
Tower neighborhood.18 The property is located in Tract #3653, which was subdivided in 1920 by 
William S. Henderson of Salt Lake City (see Map 3). The tract is located immediately adjacent to the 
Hollywood-Highland Avenue Tract, which was subdivided by Fred S. Gallagher and his partners.19 
Both tracts are not accessible to vehicles and are reached only by walk streets. To make the steep 
climb up several flights of stairs easier, Fred Gallagher conceived of the idea of an elevator to the 
top of the hill. The High Tower, located at the terminus of High Tower Drive, is flanked by 23 
garages, owned by residents of the houses above, with additional garages located at the base of 
Broadview Terrace at La Presa Drive and Alta Loma Terrace near Highland Avenue. Ownership of 
the garage for the Philip Ahn Residence has stayed with that of the house. David Gebhard and 
Robert Winter describe the High Tower as a “bit of whimsey, a small-scale version of the 
extravagances at Bologna.”20 Opened in April 192221 and designed by Carl Kay, the High Tower is 
designed to appear like an Italian campanile, or bell tower. Access to the elevator is limited to those 
who have a key, which was originally given to twenty “members.”22 It is interesting to note that the 
Hollywood Bowl, located immediately adjacent on the north side of the ridge, was officially opened 
on July 11, 1922, contemporaneous with the High Tower. 
 
Born in 1878 in Canada, Fred S. Gallagher, developer of the High Tower and Hollywood-Highland 
Avenue Tract, immigrated to the United States in 1900, becoming a citizen in 1917.23 He married 
Myrtle Johnston in 1902 in Chicago, Il. and the couple had five children. By 1913, he had moved his 
family to Los Angeles, where he worked at Platt music company and lived nearby his future 
development at 2060 Highland Avenue. In 1919, he opened his own music store with “a full line of 
pianos and talking machines at 627 South Broadway.”24 Fred Gallagher also took advantage of the 
population boom of the early 1920s in Hollywood to try his hand in real estate development. Along 
with his partners, Edward S. Field and O.L. Bishop, Fred Gallagher installed “paved streets, cement 
sidewalks, sewers, gas, and electricity, as well as street lights, and a number of ornamental features”25 
in the High Tower neighborhood. 
 
Fred Gallagher was one of the earliest tenants of the property. A 1923 advertisement noted, “Fred S. 
Gallagher to Build New Home in Morning Glory Tract.”26 Building permits show that this house 
was located across the walk street from 6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace at 6884 Alta Loma Terrace.27 

 
17 “Display Ad,” Hollywood Daily Citizen, March 31, 1922, 5. 
18 Of those 40 parcels, 29 are developed.  
19 It is possible that the Hollywood Highland Avenue Tract, along with Tract #3653, was unofficially known as the 

Morning Glory Terraces tract. 
20 David Gebhard and Robert Winter, Los Angeles: An Architectural Guide, (Layton, UT: Gibbs Smith, Publisher, 1994), 149. 
21 “Automatic Elevator to Serve New Tract,” Los Angeles Times, April 9, 1922, 96. 
22 “Permits Issued,” Los Angeles Times, July 13, 1929, 16. 
23 Fred Spencer Gallagher, U.S., Naturalization Records, 1840-1957, National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA); Washington, D.C.; Naturalization Records in the Superior Court of Los Angeles, California, 1876-1915; Microfilm Roll: 14; 
Microfilm Serial: M1614. 

24 “Fred S. Gallagher in Business for Himself,” Los Angeles Evening Express, December 1, 1919, 6. 
25 “Automatic Elevator to Serve New Tract,” Los Angeles Times, April 9, 1922, 96. 
26 “Fred S. Gallagher to Build New Home in Morning Glory Tract,” Hollywood News, October 13, 1923, 6. 
27 Construction initially started in 1921, with a second permit issued in 1924. Assessor records indicate the house was 

completed in 1925. 
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Only a few years later, Fred S. Gallagher purchased the subject property and resided there with his 
family until around 1930. It is possible Fred Gallagher lost most of his assets during the stock 
market crash in 1929. The 1930 U.S. Census shows Fred Gallagher renting an apartment in the 
Fernwood Apartments, at 5600 Fernwood Avenue. 
 
Craftsman Style 
The Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence is a unique and rare example of a Craftsman style house 
with Japanese influences. The Craftsman style was the most popular architectural style in southern 
California in the decade of the 1910s and continuing into the 1920s and 1930s. This style has its 
roots in the Arts and Crafts movement that originated in England in the 1850s in reaction to 
industrialization and later to the ornate and eclectic decorative and architectural styles of the 
Victorian era. The father of the movement, designer William Morris, espoused a return to the 
supposed simplicity of pre-industrial times when handicrafts displayed personal involvement in the 
products of a laborer’s work. He believed that all the details of a home or workplace should be 
designed as a whole, with the style and materials of the furniture and ornamental details in perfect 
harmony with those of the building.  
 
This nostalgia for a pre-industrial past resonated with many Americans who were experiencing a 
transition to a more urban, technologically oriented age. Architects and designers from various 
places across the United States created their own stylistic interpretations appropriate to the local 
geography and used natural materials specific to the region. Architectural styles that reflect the ideals 
of the Arts and Crafts movement, such as the Craftsman style that originated in California, stress the 
natural beauty of wood, the relationship of the building to its surrounding landscape, and the use of 
secondary materials such as stone and brick. Although most commonly applied to single-family 
residential buildings, there are examples of multiple-family and non-residential Craftsman buildings. 
 
The Craftsman style was inspired primarily by California brothers Charles Sumner Greene and 
Henry Mather Greene who practiced in Pasadena, California from 1893 to 1914.28 The Greenes 
were influenced by the English Arts and Crafts Movement, Asian wooden architecture, and their 
early training in manual arts. Their interest in Asian-inspired architecture was heightened after they 
saw examples of Japanese architecture at the Chicago World’s Fair. They also reportedly used 
Japanese carpenters in many of houses they designed and constructed.29 After their work was 
featured in a number of magazines, including Ladies' Home Journal, demand for the style rapidly 
spread across the country.30 Soon pattern books became available and small, one-story Craftsman 
bungalows became the most popular style in the country for smaller homes.   
 
Character-defining features of Craftsman style identified in SurveyLA include:31 
 

• Broad front entry porches of half for full-width, with square or battered columns, sometimes 
second-story sleeping porches 

 
28 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Architecture, (New York: Knopf, 1984), 54. 
29 Lester Walker, American Shelter: An Illustrated Encyclopedia of the American House, (Woodstock, NY: The Overlook Press, 

1981), 181. 
30 McAlester and McAlester, 54. 
31 Teresa Grimes, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement; Context: Architecture and Engineering; Theme: Arts and Crafts 

Movement, 1895-1930, prepared for the City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, June 2015, 20. 
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• Broad, overhanging eaves with exposed structural members such as rafter tails, knee braces, 
and king posts 

• Building forms that respond to the site 
• Typically double-hung windows or casement windows situated in groups 
• Extensive use of natural materials for columns, chimneys, retailing walls, and landscape 

features 
• May have been designed by a prominent architect of the period 
• One or two stories in height 
• Shingled exteriors, occasionally clapboard or stucco 

 
Built into the hillside, the Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence expresses the Craftsman style through 
its distinctive roof with wide, flared eaves and exposed structural members; wood clapboard siding; 
two-story height; double-hung windows; and porch running the full length of the rear (north) 
elevation, overlooking the Hollywood Bowl, which was under construction at the same time as the 
house. The distinctive building forms respond to the site, as the square plan, roof configured as a 
side gable on hip, and flared eaves give the house the appearance of a pagoda on the ridge of the hill 
(see Historic Photos 1-4).  
 
Philip Ahn  
Legendary Hollywood film and television actor and Korean American community leader Philip Ahn 
resided at the house between circa 1952 and 1958,32 although he owned the property until his death 
in 1978.33 Born in 1905, Philip Ahn was the eldest child of Ahn Chang Ho and Helen (Yi Hye Ryon) 
Ahn and was one of the first Korean Americans born in the U.S.  
 
Philip Ahn’s life and legacy is closely tied to that of his father. Called “Dosan,” by his followers, Ahn 
Chang Ho was a leading figure in the movement for Korean independence from Japanese colonial 
rule, as well as a pioneer of the first wave of Korean immigrants to the United States.34 Ahn Chang 
Ho and his new bride Helen Ahn immigrated to the U.S. in 1902, first arriving in San Francisco. The 
family eventually settled in Los Angeles in 1914, initially living at a house at 106 North Figueroa 
Street,35 later moving to 954 West 37th Street in the mid-1930s.36 While the family, which grew to 
five children including Philip, remained in Los Angeles, Ahn Chang Ho made frequent visits to 
Korea, as well as Russia and China among other countries, in support of the Korean independence 
movement. In 1919, he traveled to China to establish a provisional government in Shanghai and was 
appointed interim prime minister and minister of labor for the exiled Korean Provisional 
Government. He was arrested by the Japanese in 1932 and died in Korea from illness stemming 

 
32 Personal interview with Ralph Ahn, July 21, 2021; Jimmie Fidler, “Views of Hollywood,” The Valley Times, September 2, 

1955, 4; “Farewell Fete Hosted,” The Valley Times, July 20, 1957, 6. . 
33 County of Los Angeles, Deed Books, Document 78-1446166, recorded December 29, 1978. 
34 Hye Seung Chung, Hollywood Asian: Philip Ahn and the Politics of Cross-Ethnic Performance, (Philadelphia: Temple University 

Press, 2006), 5. 
35 1920 United States Federal Census, Los Angeles Assembly District 64, Los Angeles, California, Roll: T625_108, Page: 

14B, Enumeration District: 215.  
36 This house is now located on the campus of the University of Southern California and is the headquarters of USC’s 

Korean Studies Institute. It has been identified as eligible for listing in the National and California Registers. 
The original name of the street changed from West 40th Street (1907-circa 1921) to West 37th Street (circa 1922-1950), to 

Bloom Walk (1984).  
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from torture and imprisonment in 1939.37  
 
With his father out of the country for much of his life, Philip Ahn, as the oldest child, became the 
patriarch of the family. From the age of nine, when he sold newspapers, he held a variety of jobs to 
help support his family. Between the time he graduated from Los Angeles Polytechnic High School 
in 1923 and when he matriculated to the University of Southern California in 1934, he worked in 
jobs such as dishwashing, cleaning, truck driving, and delivering vegetables. The 1930 U.S. Census 
notes that Philip Ahn owned a fruit store38 at the Tower Grocery Market.39  
 
Philip Ahn became a leader in the Korean American community in his own right. As a U.S. citizen, 
he was able to assist the Hung Sa Dahn, also known as Young Korean Academy, to lease land in 
Colusa County in northern California for an agricultural venture in 1926.40 He also spent two years 
working in these rice fields.41 As described by Philip’s younger brother, Ralph Ahn, his community 
involvement focused on second-generation Korean Americans. In the 1920s, he organized the first 
Korean American youth group (Ip’al or Two-Eight Club) where he gave members ballroom dancing 
lessons and arranged for other educational activities based on his father’s teaching philosophy.42 
 
His leadership in the Korean American community continued throughout his life. In her book 
Hollywood Asian: Philip Ahn and the Politics of Cross-Ethnic Performance, Hye Seung Chung documents: 
  

many of the Koreans coming from Korea in the 1960s and early 1970s came to Philip and 
his mother for advice and assistance…Korean businessmen and politicians came to Philip’s 
home for support and introductions. American politicians sought Philip’s fame to enhance 
their campaigns and raise funds. American businessmen sought his endorsements of their 
products and contacts in Korea.43 

 
As an example of his close involvement Korean American affairs, Philip Ahn met the president of 
South Korea, Park Chung Hee, when he arrived in Los Angeles in 1965. Philip Ahn was also 
involved with local politics. In 1962, he was appointed honorary mayor of Panorama City, a post he 
held until his death, and presided over numerous Chamber of Commerce and other civic events (see 
Historic Photos 5 and 7).44 He was instrumental in bringing the Korean Bell of Friendship to San 
Pedro as well as establishing the Do San Memorial Park in Seoul, Korea.45 
 

 
37 Chung, 6. 
38 1930 United States Federal Census, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, Page: 22B, Enumeration District: 0406. 
39 Chung, 6. 
40 The California Alien Land Law of 1913 prohibited “aliens ineligible for citizenship” from owning agricultural land or 

possessing long-term leases over it. 
41 Lois Atkins, “Philp Ahn Leads Busy Life While Attending School,” The Daily Trojan, May 16, 1935. 
42 Chung, 6 and 193. 
43 As quoted in Chung, 24. 
44 “Panorama City to Install Philip Ahn as ‘Hizzoner,’” The Valley News, May 4, 1962, 33. For events Philip Ahn presided 

over, see for example, “Panorama C. of C. Day Rites Set,” Hollywood Citizen-News, April 23, 1964, 4; “Photo standalone,” Valley Times, 
May 23, 1964; “New Chamber Leader Lists His Projects,” Los Angeles Times, December 4, 1962, 2; “Rotary Plans Breakfast and 
Program,” Los Angeles Times, November 10, 1966, 189; “Red Carpet Out for visitors,” Valley News, January 20, 1967, 28; “Panorama 
City CC Installs Stan Livingston President,” Valley News, January 31, 1974, 6. 

45 “Philip Ahn Papers Finding Aid,” University of Southern California East Asian Library, 
https://archives.usc.edu/repositories/6/resources/1496.  
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Philip Ahn’s acting career began in 1936. Several years earlier, as Philip Ahn related in a 1967 Los 
Angeles Times article, he drove his high school friend, Chinese American actor Anna May Wong,46 to 
the studio in her car since she had not learned how to drive. She was working on The Thief of Bagdad 
(1924), a film with Douglas Fairbanks. According to the later account, Fairbanks saw Ahn waiting in 
the car and insisted he do a screen test. In the aforementioned newspaper article, Ahn remembers, 
“I’ll never forget that day…Still wearing my make-up, I proudly came home to tell mother the great 
news. ‘No son of mine is going to get mixed up with those awful people,’ she shouted. I wasn’t 
allowed out the house for the next three days.”47 Philip Ahn went on to have 270 acting credits, 
working steadily from the late 1930s, appearing in several films, and later, television shows, each 
year. During this period, he played primarily supporting roles in highly successful films, including 
“The General Died at Dawn” (1936), “The Big Hangover” (1953), “The Left Hand of God” (1955) 
and “Battle Hymn” (1957).  
 
The Motion Picture Production Code of 1930 prohibited miscegenation between White and Black 
characters, though in practice, this also applied to other ethnic minorities.48 Given the limits on 
presenting interracial couples in movies, Ahn landed his first leading role in 1937 opposite his 
childhood friend Anna May Wong in “Daughter of Shanghai.”49 The pair would reunite in “King of 
Chinatown” in 1939. Through his acting roles, Ahn became a very recognizable figure. Many of the 
film production studios used his image on their promotional movie posters. Philip Ahn also 
appeared in television shows, most notably co-starring as Master Kan on the show Kung Fu from 
1972-1975.  
 
Philip Ahn’s relegation primarily to supporting roles is illustrative of the film industry’s long history 
of institutional racism. One manifestation of that racism includes casting Caucasian actors in lead 
roles in “yellowface” to portray characters of Asian ancestry, a tradition dating to early forms of 
minstrelsy when Caucasian actors would change their skin tone and appearance through makeup, 
prosthetics, or costumery to appear Asian. In many instances, these yellowface characters reinforced 
negative stereotypes of Asians. For example, Peter Lorre was cast as the lead in the 1937 film, 
“Think Fast, Mr. Moto,” one of Philip Ahn’s early films. The converse was never true; actors of 
Asian ancestry, including Philip Ahn, were never cast in non-Asian roles. Toward the end of his life, 
in 1976, Philip Ahn was part of a protest of over 100 Asian American actors. As quoted in the Los 
Angeles Times, he commented that “An Irishman can play an Italian or a Frenchman can play an 
American…Suddenly…after working 40 years in the industry, I find I am only allowed to play 
Korean (roles).”50  
 
Philip Ahn portrayed Asians of many ethnicities. Early in his career, in the late 1930s and 1940s, 
leading up to and during World War II, he was cast in multiple propaganda films that vilified the 
Japanese. As described, somewhat exaggeratedly, in an article appearing in Hollywood Studio Magazine 
in 1970, “During World War II, Philip Ahn was cast in dozens of propaganda films that stirred up 

 
46 Ahn has often been romantically linked to Anna May Wong. According to his family, the two actors were life-long 

friends but never romantic partners. 
47 Paul Henniger, “Philip Ahn – Really Not Such a Bad Guy,” Los Angeles Times, January 13, 1967, Part IV, 13. 
48 See Ella Shohat, “Gender and Culture of Empire: Toward a Feminist Ethnography of the Cinema,” in Matthew Bernstein 

and Gaylyn Studlar, eds., Visions of the East: Orientalism in Film (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers UP, 1997), 45. 
49 Chung, Hye Seung. “Portrait of a Patriot’s Son: Philip Ahn and Korean Diasporic Identities in Hollywood.” Cinema Journal 45, no. 

2 (2006): 43–67. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3877762. 
50 “Actors Protest Asian Typecast,” Los Angeles Times, October 30, 1976, B1. 
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hate for the Japanese. The roles he played were usually Japanese soldiers who tortured American 
flyers and soldiers for information.”51 These films included “They Met in Bombay” (1941), “A Yank 
on the Burma Road” (1942), “Submarine Raider” (1942), “Behind the Rising Sun” (1943), “The 
Story of Dr. Wassell” (1944), “Betrayal from the East” (1945), and “Back to Bataan” (1945). 
According to Chung, in Hollywood Asian, Philip Ahn considered his roles as Japanese enemies as 
carrying on his father’s legacy. Chung notes that “Hollywood offered Philip Ahn an imaginary 
national space where he could carry on his father’s legacy by participating in anti-Japanese 
propaganda.”52 However, it is likely Philip Ahn’s screen roles, described by Chung as primarily 
Japanese villains or Chinese educators, are more likely connected with hiring practices and 
institutional racism in the film industry.  
 
Philip Ahn owned and lived at 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace at the height of his career between 
circa 1952 and 1958 (see Historic Photo 6 for Ahn’s studio portrait from this period). When asked 
why Philip Ahn would want to live in a location that was difficult to access, his brother, Ralph Ahn, 
recalled that he liked the “Oriental motif” of the house.53 Philip Ahn made several alterations to the 
house during his tenure, including infill of the porch and enlargement of windows in the east 
elevation. These alterations, specifically the addition of large windows divided into vertical sections 
that have a ladder-like effect, heighten the Asian influence of the design and have taken on 
significance over time.  
 
Philip Ahn enjoyed entertaining at his Alta Loma Terrace house. In addition to a large wedding 
reception for his brother Philson in 1952, he also had smaller dinner parties. One dinner party 
attended by his brother Ralph included an aspiring actress from Hong Kong, along with others who 
worked in the film industry. Ahn was friends with his Alta Loma Terrace neighbor, Los Angeles 
mayor Fletcher Bowron, who would come over on occasion for drinks.54  
 
Despite her initial protestations on his choice of career, Philip Ahn lived most of his life with his 
mother. In the 1940s, his acting career allowed him to purchase a house at 3250 Country Club 
Drive, later buying a house for his mother and sister, Soorah, on Victoria Avenue in Wellington 
Square. Soon after Soorah Ahn married writer Ray Buffum in 1957, the house on Victoria Avenue 
was taken by eminent domain for construction of the Santa Monica Freeway. Not wanting his 
mother to live alone, Philip Ahn moved with her to 8634 Encino Avenue in Northridge. Based on 
visual inspection and available building permits, both the house at 3250 Country Club Drive as well 
as the house 8634 Encino Avenue have been substantially altered since Philip Ahn lived in them. 
 
In 1955, Philip Ahn opened Phil Ahn’s Moongate restaurant in Panorama City with his sisters Susan 
Ahn Cuddy and Soorah (Sarah) Ahn (see Historic Photos 8-9). As a testament to his fame, the 
restaurant capitalized on his name recognition by including it in the name of the restaurant. A 
family-owned and operated business, the Chinese restaurant was located at 8632 Van Nuys 
Boulevard in Panorama City.55 Designed by the noted architectural firm Armet & Davis, the 

 
51 “Philip Ahn’s Frustrated Success,” Hollywood Studio Magazine, January 1970, 8A. 
52 Chung, 28 
53 Personal interview with Ralph Ahn, July 21, 2021. 
54 Personal interview with Ralph Ahn, July 21, 2021. 
55 Although the Moongate restaurant building is still extant, it now houses a Mexican restaurant and has been altered to 

reflect the change in cuisine. 
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restaurant building had Asian Eclectic architectural elements, “including a circular moongate feature 
at the front façade and a neon sign.”56  
 
Jimmie Fidler wrote of Philip Ahn, the restauranteur, in The Valley Times, “He had been doing 
feature roles in the movies since 1936 – lots of movie roles – but they came sometimes after long 
intervals of waiting. What to do to build up a bulwark of security? Go into business.” 57 In 1967, 
Philip Ahn darkly joked on a radio show, “They say Hollywood is feast or famine and we thought 
we would take care of the famine end of it.”58 Patrons would come to the restaurant to see him and 
get his autograph. The Moongate restaurant became one of the area’s most upscale restaurants and 
was a popular location for celebrations, such as anniversaries and birthdays. It was also a gathering 
spot for people in the entertainment industry.59 As related by Joan Dew in 1962 in the Valley Times, 
“Although Phil works regularly as an actor, both in television and motion pictures, he manages to 
spend a great deal of time personally supervising operations at the Moongate.”60 The Moongate 
stayed open until 1990. 
 
Philip Ahn was posthumously awarded a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1984, among the 
first of only a small number of Asian Americans in history to have received one. An article 
appearing in the Los Angeles Times announcing his star described him as “one of the most famous 
Asian actors in the history of motion pictures.”61 Not only was Philip Ahn a pioneer in film and 
television, but he was also a figure of paramount importance in Korean American history.62 
 
Kurt Cobain 
Legendary rock musicians Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love rented 6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace for 
about a year, beginning in late 1992 and ending in 1993 when they moved to East Seattle.63 Both 
musicians are known to have begun writing “landmark 1990s albums” during this time.64 
 
Kurt Cobain (1967-1994) was born in Washington in 1967. He was a singer, songwriter, guitarist, 
and the front man for legendary grunge band Nirvana. Cobain married musician Courtney Love, the 
lead singer of the rock band Hole, in 1992.65 At the time of their marriage, Cobain and Love lived in 
an apartment on Spaulding in the Fairfax District in Los Angeles.66 After the Spaulding apartment 

 
56 Chung, 37. 
57 Jimmie Fidler, “Views of Hollywood,” September 2, 1955, 4.  
58 “Mike Roy’s Weekend Cooking Show,” KNX, August 26, 1967, posted on Past Daily: News, History, Music and an Enormous 

Sound Archive,”  https://pastdaily.com/2020/03/14/l-a-eats-cooks-and-drinks-coffee-chef-mike-roy-and-epicurean-los-angeles-1967-
past-daily-pop-chronicles/. 

59 See for example, “Valleyites Entertain,” The Valley Times, January 16, 1959, 8, which describes a cocktail and dinner party 
hosted by George Duning, a composer, and Jimmy Wakely, a recording artist, among others. 

60 Joan Dew, “Male Call; Actor Phil Ahn Plants Firm Roots in Valley,” Valley Times Today, December 8, 1962, 11. 
61 “Philip Ahn to get posthumous star,” Los Angeles Times, November 15, 1984, part 1, page 2. 
62 Chung, xii-xiii. 
63 Alan Cross, “A Hollywood Hills House Once Owned by Kurt and Courtney is for Sale. But…” A Journal of Musical 

Things, May 20, 2021, https://www.ajournalofmusicalthings.com/a-hollywood-hills-house-once-owned-by-kurt-and-courtney-is-for-
sale-but/. 

64 Orlen Peleg, “Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love’s One-Time L.A. Abode Just Sold,” Los Angeles Magazine, June 2, 2021, 
https://www.lamag.com/culturefiles/kurt-cobain-house-los-angeles/, accessed June 28, 2021. 

65 “Courtney Love remembers Kurt Cobain on what would have been their 28th wedding anniversary,” USA Today, 
February 25, 2020, https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/celebrities/2020/02/25/kurt-cobain-remembered-courtney-
love-28th-wedding-anniversary/4874125002/. 

66 Michael Azerrad, “Nirvana: Inside the Heart and Mind of Kurt Cobain,” Rolling Stone, April 16, 1992, 
https://www.rollingstone.com/feature/nirvana-inside-the-heart-and-mind-of-kurt-cobain-103770/. 
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flooded, the couple relocated to 6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace.67 It was here that Cobain reportedly 
began working on “most of Nirvana’s final studio album, In Utero, in the upstairs closet”68 while 
“Love began writing Hole’s second studio album, Live Through This.”69 Also in 1992 while living at 
the subject property, Love gave birth to their daughter, Frances Bean Cobain. According to the Los 
Angeles Times, “after one rehab stay in late 1992, [Cobain and Love] moved to a Seattle hotel, leaving 
L.A. for good.” The precise date the couple left the house on Alta Loma Terrace is unknown though 
another article notes it occurred by late 1993.70 Cobain died by suicide at age 27 in 1994. By that 
time, his work with Nirvana had become legendary and he was subsequently “deified because of his 
people’s connection to the music.”71 As noted in a 2004 article in the Los Angeles Times, “Cobain’s 
shadow over music remains remarkably large, considering that Nirvana enjoyed only three years in 
the national spotlight.”72 Cobain was posthumously inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
2014 for his role in Nirvana, alongside fellow bandmates Dave Grohl and Krist Novoselic.73  
 
Nirvana was formed in 1987 with Kurt Cobain and Krist Novoselic. In its early years, the band 
cycled through several different drummers before Dave Grohl joined as the drummer in 1990.74 The 
band released its first single in 1988 and rose to fame just a few years later. Alongside the global 
recession of 1991-1993, Nirvana achieved popularity for its distinctive sound, specifically lyrics of 
disenfranchisement and angst, bringing the grunge genre to popular attention. The band ironically 
achieved substantial commercial success despite its anti-corporate messaging.  
 
Nirvana’s musical influence was immediately transformative. According to the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame, “Nirvana accidentally kicked off a cultural revolution with 1991’s Nevermind, an album that 
brought rock & roll kicking and screaming into the modern world,” and in January 1992 the band 
usurped Michael Jackson’s Dangerous as the #1 hit album on Billboard .75 Nirvana “for the next two 
years…led and defined the early nineties alternative-rock uprising”76 with the album, Nevermind, 
“credited…with commercializing grunge and alternative rock, ushering in a more serious era of hard 
rock,” and “helping to kill off hair metal.”77 The hit single, “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” is especially 
recognized for encouraging the shift in popular music from Hollywood-based heavy metal and glam 
bands to the grunge rock genre.  
 
While Kurt Cobain lived at the subject property for a relatively short period of time in 1992-1993, it 
has become an important pilgrimage site for Nirvana fans to visit and post about online, as 

 
67 Charles E. Cross, “His last L.A. days,” Los Angeles Times, March 28, 2004: E-45. 
68 Nirvana finished their album, In Utero, at a studio in Minnesota (Charles E. Cross, “His last L.A. days,” Los Angeles Times, 

March 28, 2004: E-45). 
69 Orlen Peleg, “Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love’s One-Time L.A. Abode Just Sold,” Los Angeles Magazine, June 2, 2021, 

https://www.lamag.com/culturefiles/kurt-cobain-house-los-angeles/. 
70 Alan Cross, “A Hollywood Hills House Once Owned by Kurt and Courtney is for Sale. But…” A Journal of Musical 

Things, May 20, 2021, https://www.ajournalofmusicalthings.com/a-hollywood-hills-house-once-owned-by-kurt-and-courtney-is-for-
sale-but/. 

71 Quote from Krist Novoselic in David Fricke’s “Nirvana,” Hall of Fame Essay, 2014, 
72 Charles E. Cross, “His last L.A. days,” Los Angeles Times, March 28, 2004: E-33. 
73 “Nirvana,” Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, https://www.rockhall.com/inductees/nirvana. 
74 Nirvana Timeline, official band website, https://www.nirvana.com. 
75 David Fricke, “Nirvana,” Hall of Fame Essay, 2014, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, 

https://www.rockhall.com/inductees/nirvana. 
76 David Fricke, “Nirvana,” Hall of Fame Essay, 2014, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, 

https://www.rockhall.com/inductees/nirvana. 
77 Tony Sclafani, “Why Nirvana’s ‘Nevermind’ spoke to a generation,” Today, September 22, 2011. 
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evidenced by countless YouTube videos depicting visits.78 Fans often refer to the house as the “In 
Utero Home” for its association with Cobain’s time writing part of the In Utero album on the 
premises in the closet of one of the bedrooms. In recognition of Kurt Cobain’s influence on music 
history, Cobain’s childhood home in Aberdeen, Washington was listed in the Washington Heritage 
Register in June 2021. 
  

 
78 Orlen Peleg, “Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love’s One-Time L.A. Abode Just Sold,” Los Angeles Magazine, June 2, 2021, 

https://www.lamag.com/culturefiles/kurt-cobain-house-los-angeles/. 
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Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 5: East elevation, view northwest 

(Sotheby’s International, not dated) 

Figure 3: Detail of rafter tails (Snow, 2021) 

Figure 4: East elevation, view northwest (Snow, 

2021 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 6: North elevation, view southwest (youtube, 2020) 

Figure 7: West elevation, view northeast (Snow, 2021) 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 8: Ground floor unit, view east (Tatiana 

Tensen, 2021) 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 9: Interior, living room, view north (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 

Figure 10: Interior, living room, view northeast (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 11: Interior, living room, view west (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 

Figure 12: Dining room, view east (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 13: Interior, view south from living room 

to front door (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 

Figure 14: Interior, detail of stone panel in passage (Steve Ronin, 2020) 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 15: Interior, southeast bedroom, view southeast (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 

Figure 16: Interior, southwest bedroom, view southwest (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 



Attachment 2: Contemporary Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Figure 17: Interior, second floor bathroom, 

view east (Tatiana Tensen, 2021) 

Figure 18: Interior, second floor closet (Tatiana 

Tensen, 2021) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 1: Aerial photo of the Hollywood Bowl and vicinity, subject property circled red (source 

unknown, circa 1920s) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 2:  Detail of previous aerial, subject property circled (source unknown, circa 1920s) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 3: Aerial photo of the Hollywood Bowl and vicinity, subject property circled red (source 

unknown, 1937) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 4:  Detail of previous aerial, subject property circled (source unknown, 1937) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 6: Philip Ahn, studio portrait (source: 

University of Southern California Korean American Digi-

tal Archive, 1957) 

Historic Photo 7: Philip Ahn with Mayor Sam Yorty

(source: University of Southern California Korean Ameri-

can Digital Archive, circa 1965) 

Historic Photo 5:  Philip Ahn greats Korean producer Chul Young Ahn at the Los An-

geles Airport (source: Los Angeles Public Library, 1948) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 9:  Philip Ahn with Miss Korea, Kwang Ja Lee, Mrs. and Consul General 

Kwang Soo Ahn, and his mother, Helen (Hae Run) Ahn  at the Moongate Restaurant 

(source: Los Angeles Public Library, 1964) 

Historic Photo 8:  Ahn Family portrait at the Moongate Restaurant, note Philip 

Ahn in center rear (source: Los Angeles Public Library, 1964) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 5: 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace, Kurt 

Cobain in living room, view northwest  (Source unknown, 

1992) 

Historic Photo 6: 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace, Kurt Cobain in 

living room, view east (Source unknown, 1992) 



Attachment 3: Historic Photos 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Historic Photo 7: 6879-6881 Alta Loma 

Terrace, Kurt Cobain in living room, view 

northeast (Source unknown, 1992) 

Historic Photo 8: 6879-6881 Alta Loma Ter-

race, Kurt Cobain in living room, view east 

(Spin Magazine, September, 1992) 



Attachment 1: Maps 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Map 1: 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace, highlighted yellow (source: Los Angeles County Assessor, 2021) 

Map 2: 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace, noted with red arrow (source: Google, 2021) 
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Attachment 1: Maps 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Map 3: 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace outlined in red (source: Los Angeles Bureau 

of Engineering Electronic Vault, 1920) 



Attachment 1: Maps 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Map 4: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace outlined in red (1950) 



Attachment 1: Maps 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Map 5: Detail of previous Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace outlined in red 

(1950) 



Attachment 1: Maps 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Map 6: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace outlined in red (1970) 



Attachment 1: Maps 

6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace 

Map 7: Detail of previous Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 6879-6881 Alta Loma Terrace outlined in red 

(1980) 
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ONE-STOP SHOPPING 
• LIQUOR-WINE 
• GROCERY & DELI ITEMS 
• KEG BEER 
• CHAMPAGNES 
• PARTY SUPPLIES 
• CASE DISCOUNTS 
From East Valley 

761 - 5176 
From Los Angeles 

877-4121 
From West Valley 

984-3222 

PHIL AHN... 
FRUSTRATED SUCCESS 

AVID GARDNER- Ahn likes to putter in the garden of his Northridge. 

estate when he has a few minutes to spare. 

By John Ringo Graham 

f Phil Ahn is frustrated, he is trying 

hard not to show it. His palatial home 

in Northridge is filled with rare 

antiques and exquisite furniture given 

him by the government of Korea and 

other heads of states he has met, his 

career is flourishing with more than 300 

pictures to his credit, and his famous 

Moongate restaurant in Panorama City is 

booming, yet his one ambition in life 

remains unsatisfied. 

The ambition is to play a Korean on 

the screen. Phil himself is of Korean 

ancestory, and his father, Chang Ho Ahn 

is now considered by the people of that 

nation to have been the literal father of 

modern Korea. The elder Ahn wrote the 

words to the current national anthem, 

and worked all his life for the liberation 

of his country from Japanese rule. 

Dozens of books have been written 

about Chang Ho’s career, and his memory 

j is honored throughout the country once a 

year. Yet, in more than 30 years of 

acting, his son has never been given a 

Korean role to play. He has been a 

Chinese, Japanese (dozens of times) and a 

few other types in between, but never a 

Korean. He hasn’t despaired of achieving 

his goal, in fact he is now actively 

working on a project that is certain to 

bring recognition to him as a Korean. 

Ahn hopes to bring one of the famous 

Pearl Buck novels to the screen whose 

setting is in Korea. When this happens, it 

will fulfill a life-long ambition. In the 

meantime, Ahn is busy with his regular 

career which makes big demands on his 

time. Television shows and motion 

picture work fill his days with challenging 

assignments, but in his free time, Ahn 

goes to Veteran’s hospitals, and makes 

tours of the Orient to encourage 

wounded soldiers who are in military 

hospitals. 

He has traveled thousands of miles on 

6A 



these quests, and makes his time available 

to worthy causes. Because of his civic 

minded attitude, he was elected Honorary 

Mayor of Panorama City, and has 

remained in this post for several years. 

Ahn frequently travels to other 

Southland communities in his official 

capacity. During ceremonies in Buena 

Park for the ground breaking of the new 

Movie World Cars of the Stars Museum, 

Ahn joined the mayor, Chamber of 

Commerce president, Chamber Manager, 

owner, James Brucker, Sr., and many 

other officials in welcoming the new 

attraction to Orange County. 

When the subject of his father comes 

up, Ahn can hold the interest of friends 

for hours as he recites the exploits and 

achievements of the famous 

revolutionary. The elder Ahn didn’t use 

guns to overthrow the illegal Japanese 

rule, but resorted to education instead. 

He sensed early in his life that he needed 

to understand the Western mind and 

politics in order to help his people. 
After getting one of the first passports 

ever issued by Korea, Ahn and his wife 

set out for America. Until this time, 

Korea was known as “the hermit 

Kingdom.” It discouraged foreign travel 

by it’s people and didn’t welcome 

outsiders who wanted to visit the 

backward nation. After arriving in San 

Francisco, the Ahn’s who had the highest 

formal and cultural education it was 

possible to gain in Korea, started to 

attend American schools. 
The pair attended kindergarten first 

and worked their way up through the 

grades until Chang Ho Ahn was a fully 

educated man in all phases of European' 

culture and studies. Armed with this 

knowledge, he returned to his homeland 

to work for the freedom of Korea. 

Traveling about the land, he preached the 

gospel of Japanese rejection to the masses 

of Korean’s who knew almost nothing of 

the outside world. 

He was alternately feted and hunted 

by the ruling Japanese prince who ran the 

affairs of Korea, since his ideas were 

dangerous to the control of the tiny 

country by the hated occupation forces 

of Japan. When the Japanese prince 

thought he could wip Ahn over with 

kindness and flattery, he did so. Failing in 

this, he would resort to force, but the 

wily revolutionary managed to stay a few 

steps ahead of his tormentors, 

reappearing in unexpected places to 

continue his campaign of overthrow by 

education. 
Chang Ho Ahn never lived to see the 

realization of his lifetime dream, the 

establishment of the Republic of Korea. 

He died in 1938 in a Japanese hospital 

FAMOUS PATRIOT- Chung Ho Ahn, is revered in Korea in the same 

way George Washington is honored in America as the Father of his country. 

READY FOR WORK- Ahn is on call at a moments notice and may go 

to any part of the world for a motion picture roll. 
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expert free 

decorating service 

Commodes and matching 
ar moire savings. 

COMPLETE 4 PIECES including 
• Oversized 78” dresser • 2 beautif 
twin mirrors • Choice, of king, quee 
full headboard. 

save .15 y 

MUSIC FAN- Ahn spends his evenings listening to stereo records 

when he is home. 

inside China where he was captured 

during the fall of Shanghai. The greatful 

people of Korea, however, have never 

ceased to honor the man who worked for 

more than 40 years to free them from the 

bonds of enforced slavery. 

During World War II, Phillip Ahn was 

cast in dozens of propaganda films that 

stirred up hate for the Japanese. The roles 

he played were usually Japanese soldiers 

who tortured American flyers and 

soldiers for information. The pictures 

were so successful at building hate among 

audiences, he was personally attacked by 

people who took the movies seriously. 

Hate mail, threats on his life, and other 

manifestations of his unpopularity soon 

convinced Ahn the only way to stop it 

was to quit being an actor and join the 

Army — which he did. 

He served with distinction throughout 

the war and returned to his career after 

the closing of hostilities. He has never 

stopped working since. Even though he 

has found it frustrating not to play a 

Korean, Phillip Ahn is certain to remedy 

the situation himself with the production 

of his own film dealing with Korea. As 

the old saying goes, if you can’t get 

someone else to do a thing — do it 

yourself. Ahn takes the statement 

literally. 

icve 
This 
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HOUSE OF TODAY 
in North Hollywood 12035 Victory Blvd. a block East of Laurel canyon) 
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episode, you’re de�nitely
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A Hollywood Hills house once
owned by Kurt and Courtney is
for sale. But…
 May 20, 2021  Alan Cross   2 Comments  Courtney Love, Hollywood

Hills, Kurt Cobain, Real Estate, Sotheby's

Back in 1992, �ush with cash from the sales of both Nirvana’s
Nevermind and Hole’s Live Through This, Kurt Cobain and
Courtney Love moved into a three-bedroom Asian-in�uenced
Craftsman house in the Hollywood Hills at 6881 Alta Loma
Terrance in the Hollywood Hills. With a two-story living room,
three full baths, and view of Hollywood, it sounds like a great
place, right?

Er, no. The listing reads “The property has fallen into disrepair
and is a major �xer. It will not qualify for traditional �nancing.”

This is, of course, is not the fault of the Cobains. By late 1993,
they were out of this place and living at 171 Lake Washington
Boulevard East in Seattle. That place recently sold again for
US$7.5 million.

Still, if you have the Property Brothers on speed dial, you might
want to consider this purchase. At US$998,000 (and considering
the state of the place, that’s probably negotiable), this could be
an amazing �xer-upper. And you could brag that you (a) live in
the house where most of In Utero was written, and (b) probably
have a lot of heroin in the �oorboards.

Did I mention it needs work? Check with Sotheby’s International
Reality if you’re planning to make a bid.
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The Backstage Project
Podcast with Mark Silver
focuses on the stories behind
the biggest and best
entertainment products,
events, and companies. We
go behind the scenes with
amazing people who have
done or are doing
extraordinary things to
entertain you, the audience.
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concerts, from cable tv to
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world, we cover it.
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← Travis Barker of blink-182 is selling some of his gear.
Want in?
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Project – Sports &
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Podcast
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Just in time for the long weekend: A Simpsons-themed
stoner metal band →

Look Who’s Up
for the RnR Hall
of Fame This
Year: NIN, Green
Day, Smiths,
NWA
 October 9, 2014  0

Radiohead says
commission’s
�ndings into
accident ‘too
late’ for victim’s
family
 November 21, 2020

 0

It’s Time for the
Annual
Gathering of the
Juggalos.
 July 31, 2015  0

Alan Cross

is an internationally known broadcaster,
interviewer, writer, consultant, blogger and
speaker. In his 30+ years in the music business,
Alan has interviewed the biggest names in rock,

from David Bowie and U2 to Pearl Jam and the Foo Fighters. He’s
also known as a musicologist and documentarian through
programs like The Ongoing History of New Music.

 You May Also Like

2 thoughts on “A Hollywood Hills house once
owned by Kurt and Courtney is for sale.
But…”

The Custodian of Toronto
Sports – Richard Peddie in
conversation with TBP
Podcast EP 033 May 27, 2021
Over a 20+ year span, as the
Toronto pro sports scene
evolved from older venues
and stands �lled with blue
and white (Leafs, Blue Jays,
Argonauts) to a more intense
red (Raptors, TFC), and grand
coliseums that de�ne the
city’s skyline, there is one
sports executive in particular
who ownership looked to.
We’re of course […]
Mark Silver

The Ultimate Backstage Pass
– David Kines in conversation
with TBP Podcast EP 032 May
17, 2021
In today’s everything-on-
demand world, it may be
hard for anyone born post-Y2
K to answer a simple
question, “where do you
watch music videos?” A
reasonable answer would be
YouTube, Apple Music, or
maybe even Tiktok. Prior to
the dawn of YouTube in 2005,
the answer was easy. MTV if
you’re American, and of
course […]
Mark Silver

Gamifying the Movie Theatre
Experience – Aaron Silverberg
in conversation with TBP
Podcast EP 031 May 9, 2021
People yearn for live
experiences that they can
share with others. Though
fan and crowd-based events
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Photos by Tatiana Tensen

Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love’s One-
Time L.A. Abode Just Sold
The Hollywood Heights house that the duo rented in the ’90s, while both were writing landmark

albums, hit the market for $998k

Sale of the Hollywood Heights home where Kurt Cobain and Courtney

Love once lived is being finalized. The property, which has fallen into deep

disrepair, was listed for $998,000, though the sale price hasn’t been

publicized.

The home is a two-story, 2,458-square-foot, three bed, three bath

Craftsman-style home built in 1921. “I’ve heard from a dozen people, but

it’s unconfirmed, that the house was originally built for a famous Chinese

American actress,” says Tatiana Tensen, an agent with Sotheby’s

International Realty Los Feliz, who represented the seller. She adds that

between the 1950s and ’80s, the home belonged to actor Philip Ahn.

Beyond its Cobain-Love connection, a main selling point of the home is

that it is part of the legendary High Tower Elevator Association, and comes

By Oren Peleg  - June 2, 2021
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with a key to the elevator. The cluster of homes above the High Tower

Elevator were featured prominently in the 1973 film The Long Goodbye.

Additionally, the house is about 600 feet from the Hollywood Bowl—

maybe not ideal for a quiet summer night, but “when the Beatles came to

play the Bowl, this was the house to be at,” Tensen explains. “Apparently,

there were 100 people on the roof listening to the show.”

In 1992, Cobain and Love rented the house where they each began writing

landmark ’90s albums. Cobain wrote most of Nirvana’s final studio album,

In Utero, in the upstairs closet. The process was documented in Patty

Schemel’s documentary Hit So Hard. Meanwhile, Love began writing

Hole’s second studio album, Live Through This. The couple also lived there

when their daughter, Frances Bean Cobain, was born.

The home has since become a popular destination for Nirvana fans to visit

and post about to YouTube. As Tensen notes, several of the people

interested in the house were big fans of Nirvana, “including one guy who

had a tattoo of Nirvana on his ankle.”

Sale of the home is set to close this week, but neither the final sale price

nor buyer have been publicly disclosed. Ryan Hanke, of Figure8 Realty,

Kurt and Courtney House 1 of 10  
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represents the buyer.

Stay on top of the latest in L.A. news, food, and culture. Sign up

for our newsletters today.
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CELEBRITIES

Courtney Love remembers Kurt Cobain
on what would have been their 28th
wedding anniversary
Charles Trepany USA TODAY
Published 9:23 p.m. ET Feb. 25, 2020

Courtney Love is remembering Kurt Cobain, 28 years after their wedding.

Cobain, the front man for Seattle grunge band Nirvana, married Love in 1992. He was

found dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound in his Seattle home two years later.

In a heartfelt Instagram post Monday, Love remembered their wedding day in Honolulu.

"I recall feeling deeply delighted, dizzy, so in love, and knowing how lucky I was," she

wrote. "This man was an angel."

Along with the caption, Love shared a photo of her and Cobain on the special day. In the

picture, the couple smile in front of the ocean, each holding a bouquet of flowers. Love

wears a white wedding dress, and Cobain a checkered button-down.

The last 28 years haven't been easy for Love, who wrote she has faced "torturous" and

"chaotic" challenges. She added she knows Cobain has been looking out for her through it

all.

Kurt Cobain death-scene photos will not be released, court rules

"It almost tapped my resilience," she wrote. "but between Kurt’s strange amazing divinity,

and the honor of a few true friends... I’m here now. It'll be ok." 

Love added she still can imagine Cobain on the beach, "rocking in the free world."

Cobain and Love share a daughter, Frances Bean Cobain. She was 20 months old when her

father died.

Kurt Cobain remembered by Courtney Love on 28th wedding anniversary https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/celebrities/2020/02/25/kur...
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Kurt Cobain’s daughter Frances Bean reveals guilt for inheritance from man 'I’ve

never met'

Contributing: Jimmy Bernhard, KING-TV, Seattle
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
11/5/2021

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 151-5A185 156

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 3,750.0 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 593 - GRID E3

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5549027021

 Tract TR 3653

 Map Reference M B 42-70

 Block None

 Lot 19

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 151-5A185

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Hollywood

 Area Planning Commission Central

  South Valley

 Neighborhood Council Hollywood Hills West

 Council District CD 4 - Nithya Raman

 Census Tract # 1897.02

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning R2-1XL

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2427 Freeway Adjacent Advisory Notice for Sensitive Uses

  ZI-1224 Specific Plan: Mulholland Scenic Parkway (Outer Corridor)

 General Plan Land Use Low Medium I Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) Yes

 Specific Plan Area MULHOLLAND SCENIC PARKWAY (OUTER CORRIDOR)

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

6877 W ALTA LOMA TER

 

ZIP CODES

90068

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

CHC-2021-9228-HCM

ENV-2021-9229-CE

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2016-1450-CPU

CPC-2002-6583-SP

CPC-1986-831-GPC

ORD-167943

ORD-164721

ORD-129279

ORD-128730

ENV-2016-1451-EIR

ENV-2009-832-CE

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Medium-High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Not Eligible

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5549027021

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 FIELDER,ARTHUR J III

      Address 1895 W ADAMS BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA 90018

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner BRYANT, KAREN S.

      Address 6879  ALTA LOMA TERRACE 
LOS ANGELES CA 90068

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.086 (ac)

 Use Code 020V - Residential - Double, Duplex, or Two Units - 4 Stories or Less -
Vacant Land

 Assessed Land Val. $28,659

 Assessed Improvement Val. $0

 Last Owner Change 06/14/2021

 Last Sale Amount $1,500,015

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 978764-5

  907118

  1446167

 Building 1 No data for building 1

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5549027021]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone Yes

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Yes

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) Within Fault Zone

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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      Nearest Fault (Name) Hollywood Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 14.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 70.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.40000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide Yes

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Not Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Los Angeles Housing Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website https://housing.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5549027021]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Hollywood

                Reporting District 625

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West

           Batallion 5

                District / Fire Station 76

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2016-1450-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: CPC-2002-6583-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): PROPOSED DESIGN AND PRESERVATION GUIDELINES PURSUANT TO THE MULHOLLAND SCENIC PARKWAY SPECIFIC
PLAN.

Case Number: CPC-1986-831-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION/GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONE CHANGES AND
HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGES

Case Number: ENV-2016-1451-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: ENV-2009-832-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): ENVIVRONMENT CLEARANCE TO ADD SUSTAINIBILITY GUIDELINES TO THE MULHOLLAND SCENIC PARKWAY SPECIFIC
PLAN DESIGN AND PRESERVATION GUIDELINES

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-167943

ORD-164721

ORD-129279

ORD-128730

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 11/05/2021
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 6877 W ALTA LOMA TER Tract: TR 3653 Zoning: R2-1XL

APN: 5549027021 Block: None General Plan: Low Medium I Residential

PIN #: 151-5A185 156 Lot: 19  

 Arb: None  
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	Proposed Monument Name: Philip Ahn/Kurt Cobain Residence
	Name Description: [Former residence of notable person(s)]
	Associated names: 
	Street Address0: 6881 Alta Loma Terrace
	Zip: 90068
	CD: 4
	Range of Addresses on Property: 6877-6881 Alta Loma Terrace
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	Tract: TR 3653
	Block: None
	Lot: 19 & 21
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	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1921
	Accuracy: Factual
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	ArchitectDesigner: Daniel C. Messinger
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	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Craftsman, Japanese]
	Stories: 3
	Plan Shape: [Square]
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	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
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	Primary Shape: [Combination]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
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	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
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	Phone2: 
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	Company3: 
	Contact St Address3: 14900 Magnolia Blvd., P.O. Box 5201
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