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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 TERMINAL ISLAND “FURUSATO” TUNA STREET BUILDINGS 
  

REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: Los Angeles City Harbor Department 
 760 Earle Street 
 San Pedro, CA  90731 
 
 Los Angeles City Harbor Department 
 425 South Palos Verdes Street 
 San Pedro, CA  90731 
  
APPLICANT: Los Angeles City Council 
 City of Los Angeles 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
PREPARER: Office of Historic Resources 
 Los Angeles City Planning  
 221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
  
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative 
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: June 5, 2025 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:      City Hall, Room 1010 

200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
and via Teleconference (see 
agenda for login information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE:  July 4, 2025 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2025-1064-HCM 
                    ENV-2025-1065-CE   
 
Location: 700-702 and 712-716 S. Tuna Street 
Council District: 15 – McOsker 
Community Plan Area: Port of Los Angeles 
Land Use Designation: Commercial Fishing 
Zoning: [Q]M3-1 
Area Planning Commission: Harbor 
Neighborhood Council: Wilmington 
APN: 7440-029-917 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner         Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
           
Melissa Jones, City Planner             Andrez Parra, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
           
   
Attachments:            Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos–April 8, 2025 
                                 City Council Motion, Council File 25-0153  
                                 Historic-Cultural Monument Application  
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FINDINGS 
 

● The Terminal Island “Furusato” Tuna Street Buildings exemplify “significant contributions to 
the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” as the 
last remaining structures associated with the Japanese and Japanese American fishing village 
that existed on Terminal Island from the 1910s until the forced removal of its inhabitants 
between December 1941 and February 1942. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Terminal Island “Furusato” Tuna Street Buildings are two commercial buildings located on the 
southeast corner of Cannery Street and Tuna Street in the Port of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1918, 
700-702 Tuna Street is a one- and two-story vernacular building which originally served as the 
location of the Nanka Dry Goods Store owned and operated by Masayoshi Tokunaga and Iwajiro 
Asai. Constructed in 1921, 712-716 Tuna Street is a one-story vernacular building designed by 
architect William F. Durr as the location of the A. Nakamura Company Grocery Store with a rear 
single-family dwelling for owner Akimatsu Nakamura. The subject buildings served the Japanese and 
Japanese American community that resided on Terminal Island from the 1910s until their forced 
removal in late 1941 and early 1942, following the attack on Pearl Harbor. After World War II through 
the early 2010s, the subject buildings were occupied by several fishing industry and aquaculture 
research companies. The buildings are currently vacant. 
 
From the 1910s until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a thriving Japanese and Japanese 
American community existed on a portion of Terminal Island called Fish Harbor (also referred to as 
East San Pedro). The community was composed of many Issei–first generation Japanese migrants–
and Nisei–or second generation Japanese American children of Issei. The Nisei referred to the 
community as “Furusato” meaning “home sweet home.” The community was founded by Japanese 
fishermen that were valued by canneries operating in the port for their expertise catching sardines, 
abalone, and albacore. These Issei fishermen were joined by wives and extended family from Japan. 
While the land on Terminal Island was owned by the Port and City of Los Angeles, the land was 
leased to canneries who built simple wood shacks and bungalows for their workers in areas such as 
Fish Harbor. Some independent business owners leased land directly from the Port. At its height, the 
Furusato consisted of roughly 330 residences for over 3,000 Japanese and Japanese American 
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residents, as well as a primary school, stores, restaurants and cafes, and leisure spaces such as two 
pool halls in addition to a Shinto shrine and a Baptist church. Adult male members of the community 
primarily worked as fishermen while adult women worked in the local canneries.   
 
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, members of the community were 
immediately targeted by the United States government for their perceived associations with Japan. 
Issei members of the community were arrested along with other Japanese nationals from across Los 
Angeles and interrogated at the Terminal Island Immigration Station before being sent to detention 
centers such as Tuna Canyon Detention Center in Tujunga (HCM #1039). In February of 1942, all 
residents of Terminal Island and the Furusato were evicted by orders from the United States Navy 
that planned to establish the Naval Station Long Beach along the border of Long Beach and Los 
Angeles on the island. Within two months, most of the buildings that comprised the Furusato were 
bulldozed and the land was utilized to produce ships for the war effort. Japanese and Japanese 
American families resettled across nearby cities and neighborhoods with the assistance of Japanese 
community organizations, families, and friends. However, in April 1942, all “alien and non-alien” 
people of Japanese descent were ordered to leave the military zones on the West Coast in 
accordance with Executive Order 9066. At that time, most of the Japanese Terminal Islanders 
reported to assembly centers and were eventually sent to War Relocation Authority camps such as 
Manzanar (HCM #160). Following the war, former residents of the Furusato were not permitted to 
return to Terminal Island, and many resettled in other areas of Los Angeles and Southern California.  
 
In 1971, the Terminal Islanders Association was established for former Japanese and Japanese 
American residents of Terminal Island and their descendants to preserve their community. The group 
hosts regular events including an annual picnic and New Year’s party, as well as an educational 
program that brings school children to the island to learn about the history of the Japanese and 
Japanese American community. In 2002, the Terminal Islanders Association dedicated the Terminal 
Island Japanese Memorial at Fish Harbor that depicts two Japanese fisherman, a torii gate similar to 
what would have been found at the Furusato’s Shinto shrine, and the history of the fishing village that 
existed on Terminal Island. 
 
The subject buildings are roughly rectangular in plan and are of wood-frame construction with stucco 
cladding. The roofs are generally flat with a minimal parapet; the rear portion of 712-716 Tuna Street 
has combination butterfly and shed roofs clad with rolled roofing. The west-facing elevation features 
two individual buildings connected via a wall and door near the center that obscures a narrow 
alleyway between the buildings. While the facades of the buildings are largely unadorned, the 
northern building (700-702 Tuna Street) has a glazed wood storefront that wraps the corner towards 
the recessed entrance with transom windows above that spans most of the facade. At the southern 
portion of the building there is a second story addition and a wooden double door entrance below. 
The roof of the second story addition slopes gradually southward. The southern building (712-716 
Tuna Street) features two recessed entrances featuring slab doors topped with transom windows 
accessed by a single step. The northernmost entrance is flanked by glass block ribbon windows that 
curve towards the recessed entranceway. The southernmost entrance is unadorned. Above the 
entrances there is a projecting eyebrow that spans the facade of the building and two vertical 
elements that extend from the eyebrow to the parapet, between which is a vent. The south- and north-
facing elevations are unadorned apart from a stepped parapet on the southwest corner of the 
southern building. The rear, east-facing facade of the northern building is unadorned. The east-facing 
facade of the southern building features slightly projecting volume with a boarded door at the 
southernmost end and a recessed center portion. The doors and windows of both buildings are 
currently boarded up with plywood.  
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Based on photographic records from 2018, interior features of the northern building (700-702 Tuna 
Street) includes exposed wood ceilings, wall panels, and wood beam supports. The interior of the 
southern building (712-716 Tuna Street) has largely been remodeled, however, some portions such 
as the bathroom appear to have original features including exposed wood paneling and wood doors. 
 
The subject buildings have experienced a number of alterations based on available permit information 
such as the addition of two rooms in 1921 (712 Tuna Street); the raising of both buildings to install a 
new foundation and floor in 1925; the installation of one flight of stairs up to a 560-square foot display 
room and the addition of posts and girders to comply with building ordinances in 1925 (700 Tuna 
Street); an alteration to the store front in 1930 (700 Tuna Street); the installation of a window,  removal 
of a stairway to rear wall, and the enclosure  of a stairwell in 1932 (700 Tuna Street); the replacement 
of a wooden floor with a concrete floor of 1,000 square feet in 1942 (700 Tuna Street); and the 
remodel of the front of the building and stucco of entire building in 1948 (712 Tuna Street). No permits 
exist for the subject buildings beyond 1948, but the stuccoing of 700-702 Tuna Street also likely 
occurred in the late 1940s. Additionally, fenestration across the subject buildings have been boarded 
up to prevent unauthorized entry in recent years.  
 
The subject property was surveyed as part of the Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties 
on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of Los Angeles, California completed in 
December 2011 by SWCA Environmental Consultants. The subject properties were found to be 
ineligible for listing under local, state, or national designation programs due to severe alterations to 
the buildings and compromised integrity.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 

The Terminal Island “Furusato” Tuna Street Buildings meet one of the criteria for designation under 
Cultural Heritage Ordinance.  
 
The subject buildings exemplify “significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic, or social 
history of the nation, state, city, or community” as the last remaining structures associated with the 
Japanese and Japanese American fishing village that existed on Terminal Island from the 1910s until 
the forced removal of its inhabitants between December 1941 and February 1942.   
 
Prior to 1942, the Terminal Island Furusato was home to the second largest population of Japanese 
and Japanese Americans and second largest Japanese commercial district in Los Angeles after Little 
Tokyo. Tuna Street was the heart of the Fish Harbor community where most of the commercial 
establishments were constructed along with a few other businesses located on Cannery Street. 
Eateries and cafes, chop suey houses, an ice cream parlor, and two pool halls were also located on 
Tuna Street and served not only the fishermen, cannery workers, and residents, but also workers 
from nearby San Pedro, Wilmington, Long Beach, and other parts of Terminal Island. The subject 
buildings were prominently placed at the intersection of Tuna Street and Cannery Street, the two 
major paved streets that passed through the community. The businesses that operated out of the 
subject buildings –the Nanka Dry Goods Store and A. Nakamura Company Grocery Store– provided 
necessary goods for the community. Notably, the Nanka Dry Goods Store was the only clothing store 
in Fish Harbor. The subject buildings also represent some of the earliest commercial buildings 
constructed as part of the Furusato, in 1918 and 1921, respectively. The earliest non-residential 
structures in the community were the Baptist church, East San Pedro Grammar School, and 
Fisherman’s Hall constructed in 1917, the latter two also located along Tuna Street. After the forced 
eviction of the Japanese and Japanese American residents of Terminal Island, the subject buildings 
were some of the only buildings associated with the Furusato not immediately razed as Fish Harbor 
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was quickly transitioned to uses that supported the war effort. For an unknown reason, the subject 
buildings are the only structures associated with the Furusato that are extant. 
 
While the subject buildings were found ineligible for listing through local, state, or national designation 
programs by the 2011 Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal Island, and 
later reaffirmed as ineligible by the 2021 Memorandum by ICF commissioned by the Port of Los 
Angeles, the determination is primarily based upon the altered exterior cladding and altered or 
enclosed openings of the subject buildings The Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties 
on Terminal Island also notes that, “NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a 
property associated with an important event or person: would a historical contemporary from the 
property’s period of significance recognize the property as it exists today (Andrus 2002)?” and 
concludes “no” when considering the integrity of the subject buildings. This finding was made despite 
the fact that the subject buildings have been and continue to be recognizable by the Nisei former 
residents of Terminal Island and their descendants as a tangible connection to their community’s 
historical home. It also does not factor in the rarity of historical resources associated with Japanese 
and Japanese American history on Terminal Island, which would allow for a greater loss of integrity 
when evaluating eligibility. 
 
While the exteriors of the subject buildings have been altered, the original location, massing, footprint, 
and a significant amount of materials within the interior are retained. Furthermore, while other 
buildings associated with the Furusato are no longer extant, the setting of Fish Harbor has not 
significantly changed as a man-made harbor and Tuna Street and Cannery Street retain their 
prominence as the primary roads through Terminal Island. That said, the subject buildings retain a 
sufficient level of integrity of location, setting, design, materials, and association to convey their 
significance as the only extant structures associated with the Japanese and Japanese American 
fishing village that existed on Terminal Island.  
  
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by 
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited 
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Terminal Island “Furusato” Tuna Street Buildings as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of the City of Los Angeles Administrative Code 
(“LAAC”) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to an Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth 
in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and 
new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
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standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical 
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be 
exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation 
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the 
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation 
of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2025-1065-CE was prepared on May 15, 2025.  
 

BACKGROUND 
 
On February 19, 2025, the Los Angeles City Council, acting upon a motion introduced by 
Councilmember Tim McOsker and seconded by Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, initiated 
consideration of the subject buildings as an Historic-Cultural Monument. In accordance with Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10 (e), on March 3, 2025, the property owner requested 
up to a 60-day extension for the time for the Commission to act. On April 8, 2025, a subcommittee of 
the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kennard and Kanner conducted a site inspection of 
the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.  
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
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OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

Council File No.: 25-0153
Council Meeting Date: February 19, 2025
Agenda Item No.: 22
Agenda Description: CONSIDERATION OF MOTION (McOSKER - BLUMENFIELD) relative to 

initiating consideration of the properties located at 700-702 Tuna Street; and 712-
716 Tuna Street, San Pedro, CA 90731, Japanese American Commercial Village 
Buildings, as a City Historic-Cultural Monument.

Council Action: MOTION (McOSKER - BLUMENFIELD) - ADOPTED FORTHWITH

Council Vote:
 YES Blumenfield  YES Harris-Dawson  YES Hernandez

 ABSENT Jurado  YES Hutt  YES Lee

 YES McOsker  YES Nazarian  YES Padilla

 ABSENT Park  YES Price Jr.  YES Raman

 YES Rodriguez  ABSENT Soto-Martínez  YES Yaroslavsky

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT
CITY CLERK

Adopted Report(s)Title
Motion (McOsker - Blumenfield) dated 2-12-25
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PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT
Section 22.171.10 of the Administrative Code provides that the City Council, the Cultural Heritage

Commission, or the Director of Planning, may initiate consideration of a proposed site, building, or structure as a 
Historical-Cultural Monument. The Cultural Heritage Commission, after reviewing and investigating any such 
Council-initiated designation shall approve or disapprove in whole or in part the proposed inclusion and submit a 
report upon such action to the Council. In addition, Section 22.171.12 of the Administrative Code provides that 
there shall be a temporary stay of demolition, substantial alteration or removal or any such proposed location or 
structure pending designation.

The properties located at 700-702 Tuna Street; and 712-716 Tuna Street in San Pedro (Japanese 
American Commercial Village Buildings), are individually eligible for Historic Cultural Monument designation 
for both their historic association and architectural merit. These properties are significant for their important 
historic-cultural contribution they made to the development of Tuna Street—a once vibrant commercial corridor 
of the Japanese American Fishing Village on Terminal Island where there were over 3,000 residents of 
Japanese descent; and foremost, a community which tragically was the first in the nation to be removed and 
relocated due to President Franklin D. Roosevelt (D), Executive Order 9066, issued on February 19, 1942, 
resulting in the United States Military establishing curfews of all Japanese persons, and those of Japanese 
descent.

The Japanese American population on Terminal Island disappeared through this injustice but have never 
been forgotten. This community was the first in the nation to be forcibly removed and relocated to World War II 
internment camps. Immediately after the incarceration of the residents, their homes were demolished. After the 
war, many of them returned to find very little of their former fishing village and once-thriving community. The 
fact that any buildings remain is remarkable, and as such, those that remain need to be recognized for this 
contribution to the social history of Los Angeles, and also for their architectural significance inasmuch as both 
buildings were designed in a Vernacular architectural style, using common materials and simple detailing, and 
retain their basic form and continue to tell a crucial part of Terminal Island’s story.

In addition, the buildings along with the Terminal Island Japanese American Fishing Village, as a whole, 
are also listed in Survey LA, the Citywide historic resources survey, as a historic resource; and more specifically, 
Section 3.2.5 (Goal 5: Protect Historic Resources') of the Port of Los Angeles Master Plan (2018), states: "the 
history of the Port, including significant periods such as the era of shipbuilding, commercial fishing, and the 
Japanese American Fishing Village, should continue to be memorialized, as appropriate, through monuments and 
preservation of associated existing buildings and sites. ‘

As such, it is imperative that the City’s historic-cultural treasures be celebrated, and foremost, that its 
historical sites be preserved for future generations, especially so wherein very few of the Historic-Cultural 
Monuments in the City are dedicated to the Asian American Pacific Islander community.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council initiate consideration of the properties located at 700-702 
Tuna Street; and 712-716 Tuna Street, San Pedro, CA 90731, Japanese American Commercial Village 
Buildings, as a City Historic-Cultural Monument under the procedures of Section 22.171.10 of the Administrative 
Code, and instruct the Planning Department to prepare the Historic Cultural Monument application for review and 
consideration by the Cultural Heritage Commission.

I FURTHER MOVE that after reviewing the application, the Cultural Heritage Commission submifits. 

report and recommendation to the Council regarding the inclusion of the properties located at 700-702 Tuna 
Street; and 712-716 Tuna Street, San Pedro, CA 90731, in the Sity"slistof Historic-Cultural Monuments. -

PRESENTED BY: AK Y/ ‘

TIM McOSKER

Councilmember, 15th District
-/) —»> e

SECONDED BYFA 4

MOTION
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Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural
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1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Describe anǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌesources located on the property to be included in the nominaƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌe: 

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes Unknown (explain in ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

No (explain iŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)
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4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief descripƟŽŶ of any major alteraƟŽŶƐ or addiƟŽŶƐ. ThiƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�may also be completed on a separate document. 
Include copies of permits in the nominaƟŽŶ�packet. Make sure to list any major alteraƟŽŶƐ for which there are no permits, as well.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Survey Name(s):

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Determined eligible�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕ state, or local landmark 
status by an historic resources survey(s)

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�Register of Historic Places

Formally determined eligible for the NaƟŽŶĂl and/or California Registers

Located in an Historic PreservaƟŽŶ�Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
ContriďƵƟng feature

Non-conƚƌŝďƵƟng feature

Other historical or cultural resource designaƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance CriteƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�22.171.7): 
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ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ Describe the proposed monument’s physical characterisƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
relaƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚo its surrounding environmenƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌe detailed descrip-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐonsƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬalteraƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐtory in detail if that is 
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. IdenƟĨy and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it saƟƐfies the HCM criteria you selectĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zou must 
support your argument with substanƟĂů�Ğvidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your 
main argument for designaƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚant to substanƟĂte any claims you makĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
documentaƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌesearch.
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City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ Yes No UnknownIs the owner in support of the nominaƟŽŶ͍
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packet must not exceed 100 pages, you maǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂterial on a CD or flash drive.

1.  NominaƟŽŶ�Form

2.  WƌŝƩen Statements A and B

3.  Bibliography

4.  Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade
 (8x10, the main photo of the proposed monument. Also  
 email Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟal copy of the main photo to:   
 planning.ohr@lacity.org)

5.  Copies of Primary/Secondary DocumentaƟŽŶ

6.  Copies of Building Permits for Major AlteraƟŽŶƐ
 (include first consƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�permits)

7.  �ĚĚŝƟonal, Contemporary Photos 

8.  Historical Photos

9.  Zimas Parcel Report for all Nominated Parcels
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Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement, then sign below in the 
provided space. Either the applicant or preparer may sign.

10. RELEASE

I acknowledge that all documenƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩed will become public records under the California Public Records Act, and understand 
that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for insƉĞĐƟŽŶ�and copying.

I acknowledge that I have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all informaƟŽŶ�contained 
in this applicaƟŽŶ͘

I acknowledge that all photographs and images submiƩed as part of this applicaƟŽŶ�will become the property of the City of Los 
Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the City without any expectaƟŽŶ�
of compensaƟŽŶ͘

Mail your Historic-Cultural Monumenƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩal to the Office of Historic Resources.

Office of Historic Resources 
Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa St., Ste. 1350 

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: 213-874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Andrez Parra, Office of Historic Resources 5/19/2025
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Statement A: Architectural Description 
 
The nomination is limited to the two commercial buildings located on the southeast corner of Tuna 
Street and Cannery Street on Terminal Island within the Port of Los Angeles.  
 

 
Subject Buildings (Outlined Red) within Parcel (Outlined Blue) 

LARIAC6 2020, zimas.insidela.org 
 
The subject property is composed of a one- and two-story vernacular building and a one-story 
vernacular building with some elements of the Streamline Moderne architectural style. 700-702 
Tuna Street was built in 1918 as the location of the Nanka Dry Goods Store and 712-716 Tuna 
Street was erected in 1921 as the location of the A. Nakamura Company Grocery Store with a 
rear single-family dwelling.  
 
The subject buildings are roughly rectangular in plan and are of wood-frame construction with 
stucco cladding. The roofs are generally flat with a minimal parapet; the rear portion of 712-716 
Tuna Street has combination butterfly and shed roofs clad with rolled roofing. The west-facing 
elevation features two individual buildings connected via a wall and door near the center that 
obscures a narrow alleyway between the buildings. While the facades of the buildings are largely 
unadorned, the northern building (700-702 Tuna Street) has a glazed wood storefront that wraps 
the corner towards the recessed entrance with transom windows above that spans most of the 
facade. At the southern portion of the building there is a second story addition and a wooden 
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double door entrance below. The roof of the second story addition slopes gradually southward. 
The southern building (712-716 Tuna Street) features two recessed entrances featuring slab 
doors topped with transom windows accessed by a single step. The northernmost entrance is 
flanked by glass block ribbon windows that curve towards the recessed entranceway. The 
southernmost entrance is unadorned. Above the entrances there is a projecting eyebrow that 
spans the facade of the building and two vertical elements that extend from the eyebrow to the 
parapet with a vent in between. The south- and north-facing elevations are unadorned apart from 
a stepped parapet on the southwest corner of the southern building. The rear, east-facing facade 
of the northern building is unadorned. The east-facing facade of the southern building features 
slightly projecting volume with a boarded door at the southernmost end and a recessed center 
portion. The doors and windows of both buildings are currently boarded up with plywood.  
 
Based on photographic records from 2014 and 2018,1 interior features of the northern building 
(700-702 Tuna Street) include exposed wood ceilings, wall panels, and wood beam supports. The 
interior of the southern building (712-716 Tuna Street) has largely been remodeled, however, 
some portions such as the bathroom appear to have original features including exposed wood 
paneling and wood doors. 
 
 
Alterations 
Permit records for the subject buildings reveal a number of alterations. These buildings were 
originally designed in a vernacular manner utilizing wood-frame construction; the original wood 
facades and roofs were replaced with a simple Streamline Modern stucco design and the 
buildings were connected via a wall and door visible from the front, west-facing facade.  
  
May 19, 1921 – Add two rooms [712 Tuna Street, Permit No. 11266] 
 
May 19, 1925 – Building to be raised to allow concrete foundation to comply with orders of rat 
exterminator [700 Tuna Street, Permit No. 17932] 
 
June 5, 1925 – Building to be raised [one] foot to allow foundation and cement floor on order of 
rat exterminator [712 Tuna Street, Permit No. 16085] 
 
August 8, 1925 – Installing one flight of stairs up to display room (560 square feet) where goods, 
toys and novelties can be displayed on tables, will add posts and girders and piers to comply 
with building ordinances [700 Tuna Street, Permit No. 27366] 
 
March 25, 1930 – Alter store front of frame store building [700 Tuna Street, Permit No. 6539] 
 
September 1, 1932 – Install window to remove stairway to rear wall and close up present 
stairwell [700 Tuna Street, Permit No. 14154] 
 
January 26, 1942 – Remove existing wooden floor and replace by concrete floor 1,000 square 
feet [700 Tuna Street, Permit No. 85059] 
 
March 17, 1948 – Remodel front of building. Stucco entire building [712 Tuna Street, Permit No. 
896] 
  

 
1 Photos provided by Los Angeles Conservancy dated July 2018, which are included in attachments. 
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Statement B: Statement of Significance 
 
Summary 
 
The Terminal Island “Furusato” Tuna Street Buildings meets one of the Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria:  
 
The subject buildings “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic, or 
social history of the nation, state, city, or community” as the last remaining buildings associated 
with the Japanese and Japanese American community that resided on Terminal Island from the 
1910s until their forced removal between December 1941 and February 1942.   
 
The Terminal Island “Furusato” Tuna Street Buildings are two connected buildings located at 700-
702 Tuna Street and 712-716 Tuna Street, towards the southern end of Terminal Island within 
the Port of Los Angeles in San Pedro. The Port of Los Angeles began as a colonial Spanish and 
later Mexican center of trade for goods arriving by sea, building upon earlier indigenous trade 
routes that passed through the area. After the land was ceded to the United States, infrastructure 
developments such as the railway brought greater investment and interest to the port which even 
shortly housed summer resorts in the late 1800s. The modern shaping of the port began near the 
turn of the 20th century as the area was dredged and usable land was expanded. This created 
places such as Fish Harbor that housed multi-ethnic workers and residents servicing the 
increasingly industrial and commercial uses of the port such as fishing, shipping, and shipbuilding.  
 
Constructed in 1918 and 1921, respectively, the buildings operated as commercial store fronts 
along Tuna Street that served the thriving Japanese and Japanese American community residing 
in Fish Harbor. Japanese fisherman, businessman, and cannery workers first moved to San Pedro 
and the Port of Los Angeles in the 1910s, supporting the growth of the sardine and tuna industry. 
They were soon joined by wives and families, mostly residing in homes in Fish Harbor on Terminal 
Island. The Japanese and Japanese American residents of Terminal Island referred to their 
community as “Furusato” meaning “hometown” or, in a deeper sense, “home sweet home” in 
Japanese. Immediately following the December 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor, non-citizen 
residents of the island, along with others across the city and country, were detained and arrested 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). On February 21, 1942, the United States District 
Court in Los Angeles granted an order that permitted the United States Department of the Navy 
to take possession of “all privately owned interests” within areas of Terminal Island that included 
the Furusato and resulted in the mass eviction of the island's residents.2 After being displaced 
from the island, the Japanese American residents of Terminal Island were incarcerated at various 
concentration camps across the country for the duration of World War II under Executive Order 
9066 issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. As a result, within the first few months after the 
removal of Terminal Island’s inhabitants, most of the businesses and homes associated with the 
Furusato were razed, and following the war, the former residents were not able to resettle on the 
island. As the land was transformed into shipping and container use for the port, any remaining 
buildings associated with the Japanese and Japanese American community were repurposed 
and eventually demolished, with the exception of the subject buildings.  
 
In 1971, Nisei (American born children of Japanese immigrants) Terminal Islanders founded the 
Terminal Islanders Association, a social club that fosters community amongst the surviving 

 
2 Tom Enomoto, “Terminal Island History,” Accessed May 30, 2025, 
https://ryono.net/ryono/kay/Terminal%20Island%20History.pdf  

https://ryono.net/ryono/kay/Terminal%20Island%20History.pdf
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residents of the Furusato and their descendants through various events in addition to promoting 
the Japanese and Japanese American history of Terminal Island through educational programs.  
 
 
700-702 Tuna Street3 
 
Constructed in 1918, 700-702 Tuna Street was the location of the Nanka Company Dry Goods 
store. Also referred to as the Nanka Shokai and the Southern California Store, it was the only 
clothing store in Fish Harbor. The Nanka Company Dry Goods was owned and operated by 
Masayoshi Tokunaga and Iwajiro Asai.4 Tokunaga first arrived in the United States in 1903 and 
worked on the Santa Fe Railroad. He later managed a noodle factory in Los Angeles, and, in 
1907, he cofounded the Coast Fishing Company in Wilmington and owned a number of residential 
hotels. Asai lived with his family in Little Tokyo and ran three dry goods stores, including the Los 
Angeles produce market, along with two business partners. He later moved to Terminal Island to 
be close to the Nanka Company Dry Goods Store. The Nanka Company Dry Goods Store 
continuously operated in this location until the forced removal of the Japanese and Japanese 
American residents of the island in 1942. 
 
By the late 1940s, Harbor Sheet Metal Works, electrical contractors, and the Sunhill Electric 
Company operated out of the former Nanka Company Dry Goods store. As of 2011, the building 
was occupied by Wescotek, Inc., a food industry consultant. The building is currently vacant.  
 
712-716 Tuna Street5 
 
Constructed in 1921, 712-716 Tuna Street was the location of the A. Nakamura Company Grocery 
Store, as well as a single-family dwelling at the rear. The building was designed by architect 
William F. Durr–who designed a number of industrial buildings on Terminal Island–and built by 
Akimatsu Nakamura, an Issei (first generation Japanese immigrant). Nakamura and his family 
resided at 222-a Terminal Way near the business, which was one of several grocery stores that 
served the Furusato until Nakamura’s arrest by the FBI and the forced removal of the island’s 
Japanese and Japanese American residents in 1942.6  
 
By the late 1940s, the building housed the Inspectors Seafood Company and Hackney Inspection 
Lab. As of 2011, the subject property was occupied by Gregorio Aquatech Inc., an aquaculture 
research company. The building is currently vacant. 
 
  

 
3 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal 
Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of Los Angeles, California (December 2011): 40-42.  
4 Naomi Hirahara and Geraldine Knatz, Terminal Island: Lost Communities on America’s Edge (Angel 
City Press, Los Angeles Public Library, 2015): 272-273. 
5 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal 
Island: 42-44. 
6 Los Angeles Conservancy, “Japanese American Commercial Village Buildings,” Accessed April 30, 
2025,  https://www.laconservancy.org/learn/historic-places/japanese-american-commercial-village-
buildings/  

https://www.laconservancy.org/learn/historic-places/japanese-american-commercial-village-buildings/
https://www.laconservancy.org/learn/historic-places/japanese-american-commercial-village-buildings/
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Port of Los Angeles and Terminal Island7 
 
The subject buildings are located within the Port of Los Angeles, itself located in the Harbor region 
of Los Angeles bordering the Palos Verdes Peninsula directly north/west and Long Beach to the 
south. The earliest settlements within the area were Tongva-Gabrielino villages that ringed the 
natural harbor. The village of Chowigna was situated on the Peninsula (modern day City of Palos 
Verdes Estates)8 and the Suangna village potentially included areas adjacent to the modern day 
Harbor Freeway and Gaffey Street in the San Pedro/Wilmington/Harbor City neighborhoods of 
Los Angeles in addition to present day Carson.9 By the time of the establishment of the Mission 
San Gabriel Arcangel in 1771, the area was known as San Pedro and used by Spanish 
Missionaries for receiving and shipping goods. The land was later reorganized into the Rancho 
San Pedro as members of the Portola Expedition were granted land concessions across the 
region.  
 
After Mexican independence from Spain in 1822, San Pedro rapidly expanded as Spanish 
mercantile trade restrictions were lifted, and a dock was built by the Sepulveda family in the harbor 
in 1834. By 1848, the harbor was an established port as the territory of California was ceded to 
the United States.  
 
In the years following his arrival in San Pedro in 1851, American businessman and entrepreneur 
Phineas Banning organized much of the early expansion and development of the port, including 
the 1868-1869 construction of the Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad (LA&SP), which transported 
goods from the port to the city of Los Angeles. In 1871, Banning secured congressional funding 
to further dredge and expand the port.  
 
The area that would become known as Terminal Island within Rancho San Pedro was referred to 
as Rattlesnake Island as snakes were said to wash down the Los Angeles River onto the natural 
breakwater. The land was owned by the Dominguez family estate and remained undeveloped 
until the 1890s. Sometime in the late 1880s or early 1890s, the island was purchased by the Los 
Angeles Terminal Railway which constructed a rail line along the Los Angeles River from Los 
Angeles to the island as well as a terminal building. The island was thereafter known as Terminal 
Island. In the 1890s, the southern end of the island was developed into a summer resort known 
as Brighton Beach with accompanying hotels, apartment houses, a boardwalk, and other 
amenities, none of which are extant. An emerging lumber industry pushed out recreational 
facilities on Brighton Beach in the early 1900s and 1910s.  
 
In 1897, the Board of Army Engineers chose San Pedro as the location of an expanded deep-
water port that was to be constructed with federal funds to serve Los Angeles, beating out the 
competing bid to locate the port in Santa Monica. In anticipation of the 1914 completion of the 

 
7 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal 
Island, and Historic Resources Group, SurveyLA: Historic Resources Survey Report: San Pedro 
Community Plan Area (July 2012), https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/f7cafa12-e8cd-4417-bf97-
3944da9ea063/SPD_ReportFinal_07-12.pdf   
8 “Villages,” tongvapeople.org, Accessed April 30, 2025. https://www.tongvapeople.org/?page_id=696  
9 Francis F. Steen, “Suangna Village,” University of California Los Angeles, Accessed April 30, 2025, 
http://cogweb.ucla.edu/Chumash/Suangna.html, http://tongvapeople.org/?page_id=696 and ICF Jones 
&Stokes, Cultural Resources Survey Report for the San Pedro Waterfront Project Located in the City of 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California (August 2008) 
https://kentico.portoflosangeles.org/getmedia/87a68d5d-0fa0-43f2-95f2-d0b67bd1d1c9/AppxF-
2_archaeologicalsurveyreport  

https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/f7cafa12-e8cd-4417-bf97-3944da9ea063/SPD_ReportFinal_07-12.pdf
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/f7cafa12-e8cd-4417-bf97-3944da9ea063/SPD_ReportFinal_07-12.pdf
https://www.tongvapeople.org/?page_id=696
http://cogweb.ucla.edu/Chumash/Suangna.html
http://tongvapeople.org/?page_id=696
https://kentico.portoflosangeles.org/getmedia/87a68d5d-0fa0-43f2-95f2-d0b67bd1d1c9/AppxF-2_archaeologicalsurveyreport
https://kentico.portoflosangeles.org/getmedia/87a68d5d-0fa0-43f2-95f2-d0b67bd1d1c9/AppxF-2_archaeologicalsurveyreport
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Panama Canal, the City of Los Angeles founded the Port of Los Angeles with the creation of the 
Board of Harbor Commissioners in 1907, and formally annexed the cities of San Pedro and 
Wilmington in 1909. In 1907, the City of Long Beach annexed the east half of Terminal Island and 
began constructing a municipal wharf and founded the Port of Long Beach in 1911.  
 
As a result of the largescale dredging to expand the port in 1914, the southern end of Terminal 
Island (Brighton Beach) was infilled and later became known as Fish Harbor, a specialized area 
for fish processing and canning at Terminal Island. By 1915, Terminal Island housed most of the 
port’s canneries and was serviced by a large fleet of ships operated by Mexican, Yugoslavian, 
Italian, and Japanese fishermen. Many of the upwards of 1,800 cannery workers and 4,800 
fishermen lived either in Brighton Beach (generally called Terminal) or cannery-owned housing in 
Fish Harbor (also called East San Pedro). Fish Harbor was largely occupied by Japanese Issei 
and Japanese American Nisei families. 
 
 
Japanese Immigration and Development of the Terminal Island Furusato 
 
Japanese immigration to the United States occurred throughout the 1800s with much of it 
occurring near the end of the 19th century. While many Chinese immigrants settled in the United 
States and constructed railroads, worked mines during the California Gold Rush, and transitioned 
into domestic work and farm labor, the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act ended new Chinese 
immigration to the country. Foreign Japanese laborers replaced low-wage Chinese workers on 
farms and railroads.10 Labor contractors recruited Japanese migrants to work in Hawaii and the 
west coasts of Canada and the United States, serviced by ports of entry such as in San 
Francisco.11 Some of these Japanese migrants with prior experience in the fishing industry would 
later find their way to Los Angeles and areas such as Fish Harbor to work as fishermen and in 
related services. Japanese fishermen on Terminal Island were especially adept at fishing for tuna 
which further attracted fish canneries to open on the island.12 
 
In the early 20th century, Japanese immigration was increasingly restricted by policies such as 
the 1907 gentlemen’s agreement between the Japanese and American governments to not issue 
passports to Japanese migrant workers headed for the United States. However, these restrictions 
did not apply to close relatives of Issei already in the country. Despite discriminatory laws targeting 
Japanese (and Chinese) fishermen, their expertise was valuable for California canneries that saw 
increasing demands for sardines, abalone, and albacore. Their technique for catching tuna –
utilizing barbless bamboo hooks instead of nets– played a crucial role in creating the California 
tuna fishing industry.13 By 1912, Japanese fishermen established a camp on Timm’s Point in San 
Pedro.14 By 1914, 150 Japanese Issei manned nearly 40-percent of all fishing boats in the San 
Pedro area.15  

 
10 Hirahara and Knatz, 148-151. 
11 Ibid. 
12 California Japan Towns, “Terminal Island,” Accessed May 30, 2025, 
https://www.californiajapantowns.org/terminalisland.html  
13 Historic Resources Group, SurveyLA Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese 
Americans in Los Angeles, 1869-1970 (August, 2018): 26, 
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/bf97b9b9-cb81-4661-8d20-
62c02b9c1415/SurveyLA_JapaneseAmericanContextandResources_Aug2018.pdf 
14 Ibid. 
15 California Japan Towns, “Terminal Island,” n.d.  

https://www.californiajapantowns.org/terminalisland.html
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/bf97b9b9-cb81-4661-8d20-62c02b9c1415/SurveyLA_JapaneseAmericanContextandResources_Aug2018.pdf
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/bf97b9b9-cb81-4661-8d20-62c02b9c1415/SurveyLA_JapaneseAmericanContextandResources_Aug2018.pdf
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Over half of the Issei residents of Terminal Island were from the southern Japanese prefecture of 
Wakayama, with others from the neighboring Shizuoka prefecture. Many of them migrated to the 
United States utilizing the same networks of labor contractors and familial relations. In 
continuation of a Japanese practice of matchmaking couples between close families and family 
friends, picture brides from Japan made their way to California through Hawaii to marry Issei 
businessmen in places like San Pedro and Terminal Island.16 These women would help establish 
businesses such as restaurants and laundry facilities on the southern end of the island in Fish 
Harbor. Along with Japanese businesses, there was also a primary school, Baptist church, and 
Fishermen’s Hall that were constructed in 1917 (and opened in 1918) in Fish Harbor.17  
 
Albeit further restrictions on immigration such as the Immigration Act of 1924, the Japanese 
fishermen’s families continued to grow on Terminal Island. Japanese families lived in Fish Harbor 
in housing-–typically wood shacks and bungalows—built by the local canneries where many of 
the residents were employed or supplied fish to. While the canneries held the land leases for the 
City-owned land where houses were built, local businesses leased land directly from the City. 
 
The Terminal Island Furusato grew to be the second largest Japanese community in Los Angeles 
with the second largest commercial district, both after Little Tokyo.18 Over the years, the number 
of houses in Fish Harbor increased to roughly 330, most of which were nearly identical in size 
and design with the exception of some long houses or nagaya designed for multiple families.19 
By the late 1930s, the population of Fish Harbor numbered over 3,000 and was primarily 
composed of Japanese Issei and Japanese American Nisei residents. The area was affectionately 
known as “Furusato”–which translates to “home sweet home”– by the Nisei that grew up and 
spent their formative years there.20 Other residents of Terminal Island included Mexican, 
Yugoslavian, and Italian workers and their families that resided in Brighton Beach.21 
 
 
Life in Fish Harbor22  
 
Only a few paved streets existed within Fish Harbor, which included Cannery Street, Terminal 
Way, and Tuna Street. Tuna Street was the heart of Fish Harbor and ran south to north from a 
wharf where fishing boats unloaded directly into the canneries and intersected with Cannery 
Street, Terminal Way, and Seaside on the northern end of the island. Most of the commercial 
establishments were constructed along Tuna Street. These included eateries and cafes for 
fishermen and cannery workers, chop suey houses that served residents, an ice cream parlor, 
and two pool halls. The subject buildings were prominently placed at the intersection of Cannery 
Street and Tuna Street. Other businesses were scattered throughout the community along with 
institutional buildings such as two fire stations and a post office. While primarily serving the 
island's Japanese residents, the businesses were also patronized by the surrounding 
communities of San Pedro, Wilmington, and Long Beach. 

 
16 Hirahara and Knatz, 154. 
17 Hirahara and Knatz, 156-157. 
18 Historic Resources Group, SurveyLA: Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 27 
19 Hirahara and Knatz, 173. 
20 Statement from the Terminal Islanders Association, Received May 18, 2025. Included in attachments. 
21 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal 
Island, 13.  
22 Hirahara and Knatz, Chapter Six: Community on the Island, 170-192. 
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Los Angeles Harbor and Vicinity, 1938  

(Fish Harbor outlined in red, full map in attachments) 
City of Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners 

 
 
Tuna Street was home to East San Pedro Grammar School which, along with Fishermen’s Hall 
nearby, represented some of the oldest buildings on the island (constructed in 1917) and 
predominantly served the Japanese American Nisei–as well as one notable Russian immigrant 
family. However, the island lacked a secondary school; students took a ferry to attend either San 
Pedro High School in San Pedro or Banning High School in Wilmington and, beginning in 1928, 
Dana Junior High School in San Pedro.  
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Recreated Map of Terminal Island Furusato 

Residences and Businesses in 1941, 
Provided by Terminal Islanders Association 

 
 
World War II and Forced Removal 
 
The Japanese residents on Terminal Island were the first to be evicted en masse following the 
attacks on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Some Japanese Issei fishermen were arrested by 
the Coast Guard as they returned from the day's catch without knowing what had occurred earlier 
that day.23 By December 9, 1941, over 300 Japanese nationals from across Los Angeles were 
sent to the Terminal Island Immigration Station for interrogation. While some men were released, 
most were sent to detention centers such as the Tuna Canyon Detention Center in Tujunga (HCM 
#1039) which also imprisoned Germans and Italians starting on December 16, 1941.24 Residents 
of Terminal Island were subject to checkpoints and inspections while leaving the island, and 
Japanese, German, and Italian fishermen were forbidden from leaving the harbor to fish.25  

 
23 Hirahara and Knatz, 248. 
24 Hirahara and Knatz, 251. 
25 Ibid. 
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On February 2, 1942, all Japanese Issei fishermen with commercial licenses were arrested.26 On 
February 14, 1942, all residents received a 30-day eviction letter that was superseded by a notice 
issued on February 25, 1942, by the United States Navy for residents to vacate the island within 
48-hours.27 On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 
that allowed for the creation of military zones on the West coast and the mass incarceration of 
Japanese and Japanese American civilians. The order to evict the Japanese residents of Terminal 
Island was a part of a larger plan for the United States government to establish a naval base and 
military airfield on the island, which also led to the eviction of non-Japanese residents from 
Brighton Beach and other parts of the island. Within two months of the issuance of the eviction 
order, most of the existing buildings in Fish Harbor–homes, schools, businesses, and religious 
centers—were bulldozed.  
 
Following their eviction from Terminal Island, Japanese and Japanese American former residents 
settled across the Southern California region supported by Japanese organizations, families, and 
friends in neighboring cities and communities. However, in April 1942, all people, "alien and non-
alien,” of Japanese ancestry in Los Angeles County were ordered to leave the military zones on 
the West Coast.28 While some wealthy individuals were able to voluntarily relocate to interior parts 
of the country, most individuals and families had to go to assembly centers and War Relocation 
Authority camps such as Manzanar (HCM #160).  
 
Terminal Island Post World War II 
 
World War II saw substantial changes to the built environment of Terminal Island. The Naval 
Station Long Beach was established along the border of Long Beach and Los Angeles on the 
island. In Fish Harbor, the bulldozed areas that comprised the Furusato were utilized to produce 
ships for the war effort.29  
 
After the war, the military and shipbuilding presence on Terminal Island scaled down. The 
shipyards were gradually replaced with marine hardware businesses and other industrial uses 
such as metal scrapyards. In the early 1950s, the Board of Harbor Commissioners ordered the 
Cannery Street Project in Fish Harbor which saw roads widened and repaved to better support 
the expansion of fish canneries. The French Sardine Company constructed new facilities along 
Tuna Street and the eastern end of Fish Harbor. Across Fish Harbor, the former residential and 
commercial areas of the Furusato were infilled with canneries and other fishing-related 
businesses.30  
 
By the 1960s, overseas canning operations began to commercially outcompete the canneries on 
Fish Harbor, and, by the mid-1980s, cannery operations had largely been moved out of Los 

 
26 Hirahara and Knatz, 154. 
27 Virginia Swansen and Walter Balderston, edited by Ken Kaji and Shizue Seigal, Eviction from Terminal 
Island, Accessed April 30, 2025,  https://ryono.net/terminalisland/eviction1.htm  
28 Harlan D. Unrau, Manzanar National Historic Site California, Manzanar Historic Resource 
Study/Special History Study (United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1996), 
chapter 3, https://www.npshistory.com/publications/manz/hrs/chap3.htm  
29 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal 
Island, 18-21.  
30 Ibid. 

https://ryono.net/terminalisland/eviction1.htm
https://www.npshistory.com/publications/manz/hrs/chap3.htm
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Angeles. The final plant on Terminal Island, Chicken of the Sea, closed in 2001 and many of the 
buildings associated with the fishing industry were demolished or abandoned.31  
 
Today, the area of Fish Harbor is dominated by industrial uses, vacant lots, and truck and trailer 
storage.  
 
At the conclusion of World War II, Japanese and Japanese American residents of Terminal Island 
were not allowed to resettle on the island. However, most Terminal Islanders did eventually make 
their way back to Los Angeles and the surrounding areas such as Long Beach.32 In 1971, the 
Terminal Islanders Association was established for former Japanese and Japanese American 
residents of Terminal Island and their descendants to preserve their community.33 The group 
hosts regular events including an annual picnic and New Year’s Party.34 In 2002, the Terminal 
Islanders Association dedicated the Terminal Island Japanese Memorial at Fish Harbor. The 
memorial was funded by a State of California grant and community fundraising and depicts two 
Japanese fisherman, a torii gate similar to what would have been found at the Furusato’s Shinto 
shrine, and the history of the fishing village that existed on Terminal Island.35  
 
The Terminal Islanders Association continues to promote the history of the Japanese and 
Japanese American community that resided on Terminal Island through educational outreach and 
a program that brings local school children to the island.  
 
 
 
  

 
31 Ibid. 
32 Susan Mofatt, “Column One: A Paradise Lost, Never Forgotten:For decades, Terminal Island was 
home to a close-knit community of Japanese Americans. Then came WWII. Today, former residents keep 
the bittersweet legacy of their village alive,” Los Angeles Times, January 5, 1994, 
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1994-01-05-mn-8622-story.html  
33 Los Angeles Conservancy, Japanese American Commercial Village Buildings. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Email from Paul Boyea, Terminal Islanders Association, May 18, 2025. Included in attachments. 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1994-01-05-mn-8622-story.html
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Interior Photo of A Nakamura Co., Date Unknown 
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A. Nakamura Key Ring I.D. Tag Addressed to 712 Tuna St.
Photo Provided by Los Angeles Conservancy



Terminal Island was home to approximately 3,000 Japanese immigrants and 
Japanese-American citizens during the early 1900’s through February 1942. 

This Terminal Island fishing village was also known as Fish Harbor and East San

Pedro. 


The Japanese immigrants (Issei) introduced innovative fishing techniques to 
America including the unique use of bamboo poles, barbless hooks and live

bait which optimized the catching of tuna. This resulted in the enormous 
contribution of the Terminal Island Japanese to the success of the California 
fishing industry and the rapid growth of Terminal Island canneries. Most men 
made a living as fishermen and many wives worked in the canneries. 


However, racism was prevalent with consistent anti Japanese fishing legislation 
purposed by California government leaders to prevent Japanese immigrants 
from obtaining fishing licenses and owning boats. These discriminatory laws 
were part of a broader systemic racism effort to limit the Japanese and 
Japanese-American’s economic opportunities. Additionally, Japanese 
immigrants were designated as “aliens ineligible for citizenship” and therefore 
legally barred from obtaining U.S. citizenship.


The Terminal Island families created a tightly knit and successful self contained

community with homes, stores, businesses, schools, churches, shrines, parks, 
sports teams and special events. 


The children would attend Los Angeles Unified School district schools. East San 
Pedro elementary school was within the Terminal Island community and later 
students would take the ferry across the channel to San Pedro to attend Dana 
junior high and eventually San Pedro high.


The Japanese-American children (Nisei) of the Japanese immigrants grew up on

Terminal Island and lived an idyllic life learning American customs while 
maintaining Japanese culture. Many children participated in Boys and Girl 
Scouts as well as music and dance recitals with the San Pedro branch of the 
Los Angeles Conservatory of Music and Arts. Sports including baseball, judo 
and kendo were big forms of recreation as well as movie night gatherings at the 
large Fishermen’s Hall building which served as a vital community center. 


The Nisei that lived most of their formative years on Terminal Island relate to this 
upbringing being their “Furusato” which translates to “home sweet home”.
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Life forever changed for the Terminal Island Fish Harbor community after the

Pearl Harbor attack in December 1941. The FBI immediately began without just 
cause, widespread arrests of first the Issei male leaders of the community and

next the fishermen. This left the women and children alone to deal with the FBI 
forcing themselves into homes at late hours and ransacking them looking for 
evidence of residents being Japanese spies which never was found or proven. 


In February 1942, all the Terminal Island residents of Japanese ancestry 
(including U.S. citizens) were forcibly and unjustly removed by the government 
(authorized by Presidential Executive Order 9066) from their homes on a 48 hour 
notice and 5 weeks later imprisoned in concentration camps. The government 
within two months of this illegal removal and incarceration, bulldozed and 
destroyed the homes, businesses, schools, churches, shrines and parks in this 
Terminal Island Japanese-American community. 


The demolition of this beloved community and unjust imprisonment in 
concentration camps created a lifelong trauma for the 3,000 men, women and 
children of the once thriving Terminal Island Japanese-American community 
affectionately known as “Furusato” located in Fish Harbor, East San Pedro.


Remarkably two buildings remain standing today which were once the thriving

Nanka Co Dry Goods store located at 700-702 Tuna Street est.1918 and the 
successful A. Nakamura Co Grocery store located at 712-716 Tuna Street 
est.1921. Although they have no resemblance to their original condition, these 
buildings still represent a legacy of Terminal Islanders. 


The Terminal Islanders Association, descendants and supporters are committed 
to significantly honoring the legacy of the Terminal Island Japanese-American 
fishing village from the early 1900’s thru February 1942 by protecting and 
rehabilitating or reconstructing these Tuna St historic buildings for an adaptive 
reuse.


The two historic Terminal Island buildings on Tuna St represent history, family 
and the ability to ensure the preservation of the last remaining physical remnants

of this important era of Japanese-American culture and their significant 
contribution to the California fishing industry. Furthermore, these historic

buildings represent an integral part of American history that should never be 
forgotten.
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TERMINAL ISLAND HISTORY 

 

FORWARD:   

During the Covid 19 quarantine of 2020/2021, I spent some time helping my sister, Grace and 

brother, Glenn take care of our mother at their home in Mission Viejo.  My mom was 99 years 

old and had lived an amazing life.  At 99, her short term memory wasn’t the best.  She often 

asked where she was and we had to reassure her that she was in her bedroom, at her home 

and not in some strange hospital or rest home.  She wanted to be home.  She would be 

confused about who visited her or what time it was, but her long term memory was amazing.  

Showing her old family photographs, she could easily explain who was in the picture and the 

background story of the photo.  She remembered the address of the Ryono family home in 

Philadelphia.  We checked it out on Google Maps and sure enough, it was the house.  There 

were a few modifications from the old photos but it was clearly the right house.   

 

After my mom’s 98th birthday party when we held a large Ryono style family reunion with over 

100 people, her health deteriorated quickly and by her 99th birthday party it was just a small 

family get together with mom limited to her wheelchair.  In her last days, she couldn’t do much.  

Cooking, knitting, reading or even watching her favorite Judge Judy on TV was difficult.  So we 

spent hours looking at old photos and talking about her life.  She didn’t say much about 

Manzanar; I think it was a sad time for her.  Instead, she talked a lot about Terminal Island and 

good times. I took a few notes and thought it would be worthwhile putting them on paper.   

 

This is mostly about my mom’s Ryono family history.  I don’t know much about my dads’ 

Enomoto side.  I did not get a chance to talk to my step-dad, Henry Enomoto before his passing.  

He was not much into talking about his family history but maybe one day, I will research and 

start putting that onto paper.  The Enomoto side may be interesting as well. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 

Aside from the notes I took while talking to my mom, there are many other sources of 

information in this paper.   

 

Photos are from our own family albums or from other members of the Ryono clan, especially my 

cousins, Jim Ryono and Lisa Shibuya.  Jim seems to be the holder of many pictures taken by 

his mom (my Auntie Mari) and Lisa seems to have quite a large collection of her own.  

 

The origin of the Japanese people and specifically the unique Japanese language comes from a 

good friend and colleague, Donal Hanley.  Donal is an Irishman and probably the most 

intelligent person I have met in my career.  He is a lawyer by profession but has a PhD in 

linguistic history as a hobby.  He speaks fluent Japanese, Chinese (both Mandarin and 

Cantonese), Russian, German, Spanish, French, and Greek along with his native Irish-English.  

He lives in Japan with his Chinese wife. 

 

I am a bit of a history buff so the quick American and Japanese history lessons are from my own 

knowledge as is the concept that Terminal Island was a “Clan” society.  Lastly, I need to thank 

Terminal Island History, 
https://ryono.net/ryono/kay/Terminal%20Island%20History.pdf 
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the internet and a booklet published by my Uncle Bob for some old photos and information 

about the history of old Terminal Island. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In a remote section of Los Angeles harbor, there is a bronze statue of an old commercial 

fisherman looking longingly at the harbor and on to the blue ocean beyond.   This statue and 

surrounding memorial was erected in 2003 through the efforts of the surviving members of the 

Terminal Island Club.  The Terminal Island Club was formed in 1971 by the residents who lived, 

worked and played in the Japanese village of Terminal Island before World War II.   By the late 

1990’s most members of the Terminal Island Club were in their 60’s and 70’s and it was clear to 

the members that within the next decade or so, their membership would decline through aging 

and death.  They wanted to build a monument in memory of and in honor of the ethnic enclave 

of Terminal Island, where they had been born and raised. 

 

 

 
The Terminal Island Memorial 

 

 

So what was Terminal Island and what is its history?  Most American know about Manzanar and 

the story of Japanese internment during World War II, but where did the Japanese that 

populated Manzanar (and other internment camps throughout the U.S.) come from.  This is the 

Terminal Island History, 
https://ryono.net/ryono/kay/Terminal%20Island%20History.pdf 
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story of one group of Japanese immigrants and their Japanese-American off-spring before 

World War II and their lives prior to the upheaval of internment during the war. 

 

 

 

THE VILLAGE OF TERMINAL ISLAND: 

Even among the other ethnic enclaves that populated the United States during the early 20th 

century, Terminal Island was unique.  Terminal Island as the name implies is a small island in 

the middle of Los Angeles harbor and is isolated from the rest of the city of Los Angeles by 

water.  One had to take a ferry or a drawbridge to get to or from Terminal Island (today, one can 

take the Vincent Thomas bridge but this bridge was built in 1990).  There was little reason for 

the general populace of Los Angeles to visit Terminal Island.  The Japanese village that evolved 

in Terminal Island was isolated and generally a replica of a typical fishing village in their home 

islands of Japan.  The Terminal Island Village population was virtually all Japanese, the spoken 

language was the Japanese dialect of their home villages (interspersed with a few slang and 

mispronounced English words similar in concept to “Pidgin English” spoken in Hawaii).  The 

local shops and stores in Terminal Island were owned and operated by the Japanese.  The town 

had a pool hall, a communal hot tub, a judo hall, Fisherman’s Hall, grocery and hardware stores, 

banks and eateries.  There were Shinto shrines, and Buddhist temples for residents to practice 

and worship the religions of Japan; also a Baptist church for those who worship a more 

American religion.  There was an elementary/middle school on the island with white teachers 

teaching in English for the young Nisei (second generation) students but the language spoken 

at home and in town was Japanese.  The Nisei were virtually all bi-lingual.  It was not until high 

school at San Pedro High that the Nisei needed to take the ferry and venture onto the outside 

world and encounter the local white population and the prejudices that existed at that time.  For 

the first generation Issei, they could comfortably live in their uprooted Japanese village of 

Terminal Island as if still in Japan.  Except for occasional trips to the Japanese populated area 

of Los Angeles known as “Little Tokyo” near city hall, they rarely left their little village. 
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                         Village of Terminal Island Map - 1925 

Note:  The canneries are on Wharf Street next to Fish Harbor where boats unloaded their catch 

and the businesses are along Tuna Street, the main commercial street.  The light green shaded 

buildings in the center of the map are the cannery company houses where the Japanese 

families lived.  This map, drawn in 1940, shows Terminal Island in 1925.  Barracuda Street 

where the Ryono family later resided is still underwater in 1925.  This area was later filled in 

from harbor dredgings to increase the island’s size. 
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U.S. HISTORY OF THE TIME: 

At the end of the 19th century, America was still recovering from the Civil War, which had ended 

in 1865.  In the Northeast and Midwest, the great industrialization of the U.S. was in full swing.  

The Great Plains, west of the Mississippi River, was producing great amounts of food with the 

recent advent of mechanized farming.  The South was gradually rebuilding its shattered 

economy from the devastation of the Civil War.  The West was proving to be a great source of 

natural resources such as gold, silver, timber, oil, iron, copper and other minerals.  The 

Northeast and Midwest were becoming the homes of great industrial factories such as Carnegie 

Steel (later U.S. Steel), Ford Motors, General Motors, Edison Electric (later General Electric).   

 

Transportation in the form of railroads and shipping was booming.  The transcontinental railroad 

had been completed in 1869 and now thousands of miles of new railways were spawning both 

east/west and north/south.  The Panama Canal had been completed in 1914 and new steam 

power ships were transporting vast amounts of goods from east coast to west coast via the new 

canal.  The U.S. was transforming itself from an agricultural society before the Civil War to a 

great industrial nation by the beginning of the 20th Century.  These new industries in the U.S. 

needed cheap, unskilled labor to keep their manufacturing lines going.  The industrial barons of 

the time steered the government to ease U.S. immigration laws to allow a great influx of new 

immigrants.  And the immigrants came! 

 

New Immigrants from Europe (especially from Southern and Eastern Europe) came to the East 

Coast, immigrants from Latin America (especially from Mexico) moved to the Southwest, but the 

West had immigrants coming from Asia. They flocked to the U.S. in great numbers to take 

advantage of the economic opportunities offered in the U.S.  For the industrialists, this was 

great; cheap labor for their growing industries, and potential consumers for their manufactured 

goods.  Certainly the Midwest was producing enough food to keep everyone fed.  These new 

immigrants were generally a poor unskilled labor force and they moved into the ethnic ghettos of 

the big cities.  Here in the big cities, jobs were available, housing was cheap and they could live 

among their own kind and speak the language of their homeland.  This generation of immigrants 

were not the pre-Civil War, western Europeans farmers from England, France, Germany, and 

Scandinavia. 

 

The existing White population of the U.S. generally did not take well to the new immigrants.  The 

new immigrants posed a threat to their  “American Way” of life.  Immigrants were competitors for 

jobs, they spoke strange foreign languages, worshipped different religions, ate unwholesome 

food (like raw fish) and had strange customs.  They looked and dressed differently.  They were 

not “Real Americans”.  Racial and ethnic prejudices flourished and was the general social 

makeup of White America during this time.  Remember that many adult “Americans” of this era 

had grown up where racial slavery was socially acceptable in the South and although the North 

fought against slavery, certainly the majority of Northerners still felt that Christian Whites were 

superior to other races and religions. 
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Into this background, certain immigrants of Japanese ancestry came to Los Angeles and settled 

onto Terminal Island. 

 

 

JAPANESE HISTORY: 

Above we looked into the history and background of U.S. society during the turn of the 19th 

century to the 20th century.  We need to look at Japan and its history to understand the 

Japanese, who immigrated to Terminal Island. 

 

Japan is a group of 4 major islands and many smaller islands off the east coast of Asia.  These 

islands are much further north of China than most people think and the closest Asian landmass 

to Japan is the Korean Peninsula some 125 miles away.  Japan’s location relative to Asia is 

similar to Great Britain and Europe, except Britain is only 25 miles from the cultural and 

economic influences of Europe, whereas the islands of Japan are a five times greater distance 

to Asia. 

 

Two-thirds of Japan is mountainous and this archipelago has few natural resources. It lacks the 

iron, oil, coal, precious metals and food sources sought by potential invaders.  As an island 

nation, much of its food source comes from the sea.  Rice and other plant based foods are 

painstakingly grown on terraced fields on Japan’s mountainous hillsides or on the few flat plains 

such as the Edo Plains around Tokyo.   

 

Based on the unique Japanese language, historians believe the current Japanese peoples 

migrated to these islands from northern Asia (Siberia) through the Korean Peninsula rather than 

from Southern Asia and China.  The written Japanese language borrows from Chinese “Kanji” 

(Chinese picture-grams), but the spoken multi-sylbillic Japanese language and sentence 

construction is more similar to Korean and Siberian Inuit (Eskimo) rather than the mono-sybillic 

Chinese tree of languages spoken in Southern Asia.  Spoken Japanese sounds more like 

American Indian (Eskimo influence) than spoken Chinese. 

 

Japan is isolated from mainland Asia by its 125 miles of ocean, and though mainland cultural 

influences migrated to Japan, these islands generally stayed clear of the political and military 

turmoil happening in mainland Asia.  Other than two attempts by the Mongol Empire of Genghis 

Khan (which failed without military action), Japan faced no military action in Asia until the start of 

the 20th century.. 

 

Isolated Japan developed into a well documented feudal society with Emperors, Shoguns and 

Samurais that lasted well into the 19th century.  The Emperors were typically figureheads and 

the country was actually run by one or more Shoguns and their families.  Shoguns were the 

equivalent of the rich and powerful dukes of Europe.  During Japan’s long feudal history, various 

Shogunates would rise to power followed by civil wars between competing Shoguns to see who 

would next rise to power.  The last of these great Shogun families was the Tokugawa 

Shogunate who ruled Japan from 1600 to 1868.  This Tokugawa Shogunate was a long period 
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of peace and prosperity for Japan.  The Tokugawas kept Japan isolated from the Western world 

and the colonization problems as in China for some 250 years.  Things started to fall apart for 

the Tokugawas when Admiral Perry and America forced the opening of Tokyo Harbor in 1853 

and the Boshin War of 1868.  With the help of Western firearms and military aid, the titular 

Emperor was returned to power and the Tokugawa Shogunate ended.  This Emperor ruling 

period was called the Meiji Period of Japan but realistically Japan was still controlled by the 

warrior class.  Warrior samurais and their hierarchy quickly evolved into a Japanese military 

during the Meiji period.  This military saw the benefits of Western military technology and 

wanted to turn Japan into a great Asian military power and colonizer following the Western 

model.  The military spent the treasury of Japan into building a great military and had little 

concern about the plight of the common people and their economic problems.  Eventually this 

military path led Japan into the invasion of Korea, and China and ended with Pearl Harbor and 

World War II. 

 

Politically and militarily, Japan transitioned from a medieval feudal government into a modern 

Western country in a quick 50 years.  However, the culture of the Japanese people and its 

society did not evolve as quickly.  Japanese society retained the ethics, tradition and culture of a 

feudal world.  Whereas the Western world spent 500 years transitioning from feudal thoughts 

and customs to a more free thinking “enlightened” society, Japan society did not make this 

transition in a mere 50 years. 

 

 

JAPANESE RELIGION AND SOCIETY: 

To understand how Terminal Islanders lived and worked, one needs to have a basic 

understanding of the religion and social attitudes of homeland Japan.   

 

In many human societies that live close to nature, the people believe in natural spirits.  Siberian 

Inuits, Alaskan Eskimos and American Indians beliefs share this trait.  Assuming that the 

Japanese people evolved from the same branch of the human tree as these people, it is not 

surprising that the ancient Japanese also believed in natural spirits.  The sun, the earth, the 

seas all had their spirits as did all humans, animals and trees.  The bounties of nature could be 

harvested for the good of the people but their spirits were to be honored for providing to the 

people.  

 

Shintoism is the ancient “religion” of Japan.  It is not a religion as in the Western sense of 

religion but more a way of life; to live in harmony with this earth and with its many spirits of 

nature.  There is no monolithic supreme deity as in the Christian religions nor a collection of 

deities interacting with each other as in ancient Greek or Roman religions.  Shintoism believes 

in living in harmony and harmony is the core concept of Japanese society even today.  

Shintoism encourages purity, cleanliness, sincerity, helpfulness and cheerfulness, all for the 

purpose of living in harmony. 
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Buddhism, the other main religion of Japan, started in India and came to Japan around 500 BC 

via China.  While evolving and migrating through China, the Japanese versions of Buddhism 

picked up many of the teachings of Confucius, a Chinese philosopher. Confucius believed that 

humans are fundamentally good, teachable, improvable, and perfectable through personal and 

communal efforts. 

 

The 5 major teachings of Confucius are: 

 

1)  Jen:  Goodwill, empathy and generosity. 

2)  Yi:  Rightness and duty as guardians of nature and humanity. 

3)  Li:  Proper conduct and expression (etiquette and filial piety). 

4) Chih:  Wisdom and education. 

5) Hsin:  Faithfulness (loyalty) and trustworthiness (honesty). 

 

Japanese sense of honor and ethics evolved from the above Confucius teachings. Filial piety 

was the duty of the lower rank members of a family to be obedient to higher rank members of 

the family.  Children should obey parents, older siblings, and females should obey male. This 

code of obedience went outside the family into the business world, the military and government 

where junior members were expected to obey senior officials unconditionally. 

 

The reciprocal to piety and obedience, was the duty of the higher rank members to treat the 

lower rank with honor, support, and guidance.  Subordinate members were to be cared for, 

taught and not to be mistreated. 

 

Buddhism is very much like Shintoism.  Both are more a philosophy of how to live a good life 

rather than a worship of a deity or deities.  Buddhism does teach the concept of reincarnation 

and an after-life, but it is easy to see that these two religions could coexist without conflict as to 

which religion is the “right” religion.  The concept of a Shinto shrine next to a Buddhist church 

was not a problem for the Japanese who could bow and honor both.  Christianity arrived in 

Japan via Portuguese traders but it was a minor religion within Japan at the start of the 20th 

century. 

 

Understanding Japanese history and religious background, one can start to understand how 

Japanese society worked at the start of the 20th century (1900).   

 

From the feudal military history came the Bushido, the strict samurai code of conduct.  It 

documents the concept of honor, loyalty, courage and self control among the samurai and in 

interaction with the common people.  It is much like the code of honor among the knights of 

medieval Europe.  Japanese society entered the modern Western world without going through 

the “enlightenment” period of the European Renaissance, where the common people were 

encouraged to think for themselves.  In a feudal world, everyone has a rank and place in their 

society and everyone is expected to follow the authority of the higher rank.  
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From their religions, came the concept of cleanliness, empathy, humility, proper conduct, 

honesty and duty to community.  One can see some of the customs and traits of ancient Japan 

even today.  Japanese personal hygiene and cleanliness is legendary.  Public spaces such as 

railway stations, airports, stadiums, parks and streets in Japan are spotlessly clean. Private 

homes, hotels and cars are kept up and clean.  Shoes are left outside and indoor slippers are 

expected to be used indoors.  Trash in public spaces are expected to be pick-up and disposed 

of properly,  No such thing as wrappers and peanut shells being left behind at the end of 

sporting events.  The fans pick-up and properly dispose of their trash as they leave the stadium. 

 

There is a very strict hierarchy by age and rank.  Everyone is expected to know their place in 

their household, their business and in society. Seating in cars and at tables, entry through 

doors/elevators, and even the spoken language dialects are by rank.  Women speak using 

different words and phrases when talking to men.  Bowing shows respect for superiors but 

superiors are expected to treat the lower rank properly. 

 

Everyone is expected to be polite, to work hard, and a job should be done well. Customers are 

treated as guests and they should be served with honor.  There is no tipping since a guest 

should not be expected to tip in order to receive proper service.  Honor, integrity and honesty 

are paramount.  Things found should be returned with all haste and effort.  The concept of 

honor to the family is taken to the n-th degree.  Members of the family are expected not to 

dishonor the family by their actions.  Everyone is to be treated with respect.  Help, charity and 

assistance should be provided without embarrassing the receiving party.   “Trash Talk” and 

purposely embarrassing anyone is unheard of.  These were the morales of the society from 

which the Issei's immigrated to the United States. 

 

Here are some unique Japanese customs that still exists today: 

 

Omiyage:  When visiting a household, the visitor is expected to bring a little food or snack type 

gift called an Omiyage.  A household is expected to serve some food to their guests during a 

visit (very similar to the U.S.) but in olden days when many households were poor, such extra 

food to serve may not exist.  The Omiyage allowed the household and guests to partake in food 

during the visit without embarrassing anyone. 

 

“Enjo (sp?)”:  It is a Japanese custom to first refuse any offering of food or any other such gift.  

Japanese families are always expected to offer food and gifts to guests.   However, in olden 

days, some families did not have or could not afford the food being offered.  By first refusing any 

offer, it allows the offering party to not provide the food or gift without embarrassment.  After 

several offers and refusals, the guest and host can get a general understanding of whether the 

host truly has the means to provide the food/gift. 

 

Koden:  It is a Japanese custom to give monetary support in the form of cash money to the 

family who has lost a loved one.  This money, called a Koden, is expected to help the family pay 

for funeral expenses.  The amount of money is kept confidential but is based on the wealth of 
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the providing party.  Again this is to be done without embarrassment to the receiving family.  It is 

like a “go fund me” page of ancient times. 

 

As a guest, you are not to take the last piece of food on a serving plate.  Taking the last piece of 

food would indicate that you are still hungry and the host would be embarrassed by not having 

enough food to provide to the guest.  Conversely, the host would try never to be down to the last 

piece of food on a serving plate.  More food is always put on the serving plate before down to 

the last piece.   

 

 

CLAN SOCIETY AND ECONOMICS::   

Before getting into the history of Terminal Island, we need to understand the basics of a “Clan” 

society because the Japanese village on Terminal Island certainly was a Clan society.   

 

In early human history, before large cities, and great civilizations, our ancestors lived in small 

family groups, hunting and gathering what was available for food.  If food was readily available, 

these family groups grew larger into what sociologists call “Clans”.  Members of the Clan were 

closely related, spoke the same language, and had the same social customs and religion.  The 

size of the Clan and the living arrangement had to be small enough that everyone knows 

everyone.  Farmers would have a difficult time developing a Clan society because their farms 

were far enough apart that people didn’t know each other that well and could not cooperate for 

community projects.  Large cities certainly have tight living conditions but it is difficult to know 

your neighbors in cities with millions of people.  Small towns in remote rural areas provide the 

best opportunity to develop a Clan society.   

 

The evolutionary benefit of being a Clan member is that the Clan will take care of you during 

hard times.  Food and shelter were shared among the Clan members.  In return, everyone is 

expected to do their part in providing for the Clan.  Everyone knows their place in the Clan 

hierarchy and what duties they are suppose to provide to the Clan.  Adult males typically do the 

hunting and physical hard work, while women do the gathering and preparation of food for 

family and Clan meals.  Children are expected to do whatever they can to help the adults.  Clan 

members are diligent in providing for the safety of Clan members.  Everyone works together for 

the benefit of the Clan. Elderly members are taken care of for their past contributions and are 

expected to pass on their knowledge to children and adults alike.  In this manner mothers and 

grandmothers teach girls how to cook and sew.  Fathers and uncles teach boys how to hunt, 

fish and build.  Because everyone knows each other, those who don’t pull their fair share of the 

work are looked down upon and can be socially   ostracized.  Those, who work the hardest, are 

looked up to and honored as leaders of the Clan.  Economically, there is little need for a 

monetary system, all food and most resources are shared among the Clan members.  Building 

and constructing are a Clan event.  Government is by consensus of the Clan leaders and 

members.  Honor is of great importance to Clan members and individual Clan families.  Since 

everyone knows everyone and their social affairs, doing something of dishonor brings shame to 

the individual and also to their family. 
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TERMINAL ISLAND HISTORY - THE EARLY DAYS: 

The Issei's (first generation) who first immigrated to the U.S., were born and raised in Japan in 

the late 1800’s and brought with them the morales and customs of their homeland. 

 

In the early 1900s, a few dozen Japanese fishermen settled on a small island in Los Angeles 

Harbor.  It was then known as Rattlesnake Island but was renamed for marketing purposes by 

the new owners, Los Angeles Terminal Railways, hence the new name Terminal Island.  Many 

of these early Issei’s were from nearby White Point (Point Fermin), where there was an early 

Japanese encampment harvesting local abalone along the rocky shores of what is currently 

Palos Verdes peninsula.  In 1905, the state of California passed a new law prohibiting the 

Japanese from harvesting abalone and these Issei's needed a new source of work and income. 

 

In 1903, the California Fish Company perfected a method of canning tuna.  Canned tuna could 

be kept preserved for many months while shipped to food markets for  nationwide consumption.  

No longer was tuna just a local seafood limited to keeping fresh on ice for a few days.  Canned 

tuna (and other canned fish, like sardines) was tasty, inexpensive and a good source of protein.  

California Fish Company was the first to open a tuna cannery on Terminal Island but others like 

Van Camp, Franco-American, White Star and others soon followed. 

 

The canneries on Terminal Island needed tuna to feed their canneries and the Japanese 

immigrants with their expertise in fishing from their homeland proved to be excellent commercial 

fishermen.  There were also fishermen from Europe, especially Italians, Yugoslavians, and 

Croatians but the village of Terminal Island was all Japanese.  The  canneries were doing well.   

Tuna in the early 1900’s, were plentiful off the coast of Southern California and the Japanese 

Issei's on Terminal Island did well. Word of these early Issei's’ economic success soon spread 

back to their fishing villages in Japan.  Most were from fishing villages such as Kushimoto and 

Taiji in Wakayama prefecture (state).  The early 1900 were hard economic times in Japan.  The 

military government’s efforts to become a world power meant most government resources and 

money were spent on building the military.  Taxes and inflation were high, commercial goods 

were not being produced and food was in short supply.  Relatives and friends of the early Issei's 

on Terminal Island were encouraged to migrate to Los Angeles for better economic 

opportunities and many came.  By 1907 an estimated 600 Japanese fishermen lived on 

Terminal Island.  They had built small jig boats called lamparas to catch tuna on long line 

feathered jigs and they provided the tuna for the fledgling canneries.  Wives and children of the 

Issei fishermen worked at the canneries to process the fish their husbands and fathers had 

caught that day. 
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Early Days at Terminal Island - Wharf Street at Fish Harbor 

Note:  See the smaller lampera style (Ken-Ken Bure) jig boats and the canneries in the 

background. 

 

 

The local canneries built company housing on Terminal Island and rented them to their 

Japanese fisherman and families so they could be close to the canneries.  The company homes 

were barrack style buildings with thin walls and closely spaced (typically 10 feet from the next 

home). They were built on compacted beach sand  along narrow unpaved streets and alleys.  

Since there were very few cars, the streets served more as a walkway. There were no front or 

back yards.  The front of the house was right on the street.  Children played on the street or 

nearby beaches.   
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Barrack Style Housing Rented by the Canneries 

 

 

 

Cannery workers were expected to respond day or night to the sound of a siren (a unique siren 

for each cannery) and walk to the cannery to clean and process tuna day or night, whenever a 

boat arrived with a fresh catch of fish.  It was a 24/7 standby, then work at the cannery until all 

the fish was processed for that boatload of fish. 
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                Cannery Process Line and Cannery Workers 
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By 1917, the village of Terminal Island was a company town populated by some 2000 

Japanese.  Virtually everyone that lived on Terminal island was Japanese and in this 

transplanted Japanese village, the new immigrants could live and work comfortably Ies without 

speaking a word of English or encountering the racial prejudices of the outside world. 

 

The lifestyle, customs and etiquette within Terminal Island was Japanese.  It was a classic 

“Clan” type society..  Everyone in town knew everyone.  People took care of each other.  There 

was not a homeless problem.  People knew their place within their own society.  There was not 

a formal elected government in Terminal Island but community leaders by general consensus 

among the populist.  The well off assisted the less fortunate.  As typical of clan societies, 

community work was distributed among the population and resources were shared.  Providing 

firewood for the communal bath was everyone’s responsibility.  The few cars owned by 

wealthier families and businesses were often borrowed by people of the village.  Streets were 

kept clean by the people of the neighborhood.  Any extra food was given to relatives, neighbors 

and friends.  Neighbors helped each other, community work projects had plenty of volunteers.  

Not contributing to the benefit of the village was to dishonor the family.  Everyone was expected 

to be polite, treat each other with respect and to be clean and honest.  The residents practiced 

the teachings of Confucius without knowing who Confucius was).  The village was not fancy but 

the streets were clean and safe.  Local kids would roam and play throughout the town under the 

watchful eye of relatives and neighbors. For the Terminal Islanders, this was a good life.  The 

Islanders called the village “Furusato” meaning hometown in Japanese. 

 

 
       Early Japanese Fishermen on Lampara Type Jig Boat 
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The 1920’s were a prosperous decade for the Terminal Islanders.  The Issei's seemed to have 

made a good decision to immigrate to the U.S.  The aftermath of World War I brought a boom 

time to the U.S.economy.  U.S. factories were working full time to produce goods for export to 

much of the world as European factories rebuilt after the devastation of the war.  The ports of 

Long Beach and Los Angeles were busy shipping record quantities of U.S. manufactured goods 

to Asia and South America.  The movie industry started in Hollywood to take advantage of the 

good weather in Southern California as did the fledgling US. aircraft industry (Douglas Aircraft, 

Convair Aviation, Northrop Corporation and North American Aviation). Terminal Island was the 

beneficiary of the “Roaring Twenties”.   

 

On Terminal Island, the transplanted Japanese fishing village, life continued to be happy.  The 

fish were plentiful, work was study, young immigrant families were having and raising kids.  It 

was a safe town where everyone watched out for each other.  Home doors typically were not 

locked and kids could play on the streets or nearby beaches without concern.  Within town, 

there were no racial prejudices since everyone was Japanese.  Both Japanese and American 

holidays were celebrated with a leaning towards the Japanese holidays.  Christmas and 

Thanksgiving were minor holidays compared to the Japanese New Years.  New Years meant 

traditional “mochi-tsuki”, the pounding of rice with wooden mallets into rice paste to make mochi.  

It was an annual event of family members, relatives and friends gathering to make mochi for 

New Years.  The week before New Years, the streets of the village were filled with moch-tuski 

events being held by various families.  They were big social events where everyone met and 

worked together from morning to night to make the most and best mochi.  Men drank and sang, 

teenage boys tried to impress the girls and the women gossiped.  On New Year’s Day, all the 

households held a big open house with wonderful spreads of food. Neighbors visited each other 

to partake in food and drink.  By evening, everyone was singing their favorite song long before 

the days of electronic Karaoke machines.  

 
                           A New Years Mochi-Tsuki 

Note:  The big wooden mallets are used to pound the cooked rice into rice paste for mochi. 
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THE GREAT DEPRESSION: 

Then came “Black Friday”, the fall of Wall Street in 1929 and the worldwide Great Depression.  

Factories closed, shipping collapsed, unemployment was rampant.  Terminal Island was not 

immune to the effects of economic depression but it fared much better than most regions of the 

U.S. 

 

Terminal Island, at the time of the Great Depression, was basically a transplanted Japanese 

fishing village living a “Clan” way of life superimposed with Japanese customs and culture.  

“Clan Societies” are set-up and organized for the survival of the Clan during hard times such as 

the Depression.  Certainly the Islanders had to tighten their belts but their clan way of life 

protected them from the worst of the Great Depression.   

 

The island’s chief source of income was associated with the harvesting and production of an 

inexpensive, protein rich food.   Canned tuna may have switched to cheaper canned sardines 

but fishing off of Southern California was still good and canned fish for the general U.S. 

population was much cheaper than fresh beef, lamb or poultry.  These were the days before 

refrigeration and frozen foods. Canned fish could be easily transported, and stay on local 

market shelves and in household pantries without concern for spoilage. It was a much less 

expensive meal source than a trip to the butcher to buy fresh meats and poultry that had to be 

kept on ice. Family meals based on canned fish were much more prevalent than it is today. 

 

For themselves, the Terminal Islanders had plenty of food for their seafood rich diet.  Fresh fish 

from the Pacific Ocean along with crabs, lobsters, shrimp,and crustaceans collected along Los 

Angeles harbor were plentiful.  Even Nori (seaweed) could be harvested locally.  Some 

purchased rice from Little Tokyo and vegetables traded in exchange for fresh fish with local 

Japanese farmers in San Pedro and Torrance made for good and inexpensive meals.  No one 

was going hungry.   

 

Everyone worked together.  The better-off were expected to assist the less fortunate.  Local 

business owners extended credit to their customers whenever possible.  Delayed repayment 

and forbearance was common. Food and resources were still shared.  Anything extra within a 

household was expected to be given to less fortunate relatives, friends and neighbors.  Hand-

me-down clothing was common and there was no shame given or expected when wearing such 

clothing.  As long as you were a member of the Clan (and sometimes even outside the Clan), 

you were taken care of.  Shelter and food was always somehow available.  There were no 

homeless or hungry.  The less fortunate were expected to honor those who helped them and to 

repay in kind if and when the opportunity presented itself.  Loans and credits were expected to 

be repaid as soon as possible.  Terminal Island was not a Capitalistic, “everyman for himself” or 

a Socialist, “the government should take care of it” society that we see so much of today.  The 

“Clan” community took care of itself. 
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As the depression gradually subsided, Terminal Island entered a golden age.  Fishing was still 

good and although boats were now venturing further off-shore (North to Monterey and south to 

Mexican waters), bigger boats and newer fishing technology (such as iced/refrigerated fish 

holds, motorized booms and electronics) kept the canneries booming.  The residents of 

Terminal Island were doing well and the better-off were becoming wealthy.  People were buying 

family cars and events such as weddings were becoming extravagant.   

 

 

The Golden Decade: 

The period generally from 1931 to the end of 1941 can be considered to be a Golden Decade 

for Terminal Island and its residents.  The U.S. was gradually working its way out of the 

Depression and Terminal Island was ahead of the curve.  The fishing industry was becoming 

wealthy, many new, bigger, and better fishing boats were built and joined the Terminal Island 

fleet.  Long line jig boats typically 40-50 feet long with small gas engines that caught single fish 

at a time were being replaced by much larger 65-85 feet “purse seiner” boats which netted 

schools of fish by the ton.  Boat owners and their crews were making good money.  The 

demand for canned fish remained high as the rest of the U.S. was still recovering from the 

Depression.  Fishing in Southern California remained good.  The canneries on Terminal Island 

were working full time.  The families of the fisherman who caught fish and worked at the 

canneries had steady income and were excellent employees. 

 

 

 
                      Terminal Island Docks in late 1930’s 

Note:  The boats are now bigger “Purse Seiner” boats, typically 65 to 85 feet long with powered 

booms to haul in the fish nets. 
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Terminal Island society was blooming.  There was extra spending money for entertainment and 

shopping.  The neighborhood was safe and friendly.  Friends and family were everywhere.  

Weekly movies were shown at community halls, and local sports teams were doing well.  

Classes in Japanese culture such as flower arrangement for the girls and martial arts for boys 

were flourishing.  Festivals and celebrations such as New Years, Hanamatsuri (Buddha’s 

birthday), Boy’s day and Girl’s day were becoming more elaborate. The Japanese speaking 

residents of Terminal Island were living the good life while shielded from the worst of the racial 

prejudices of the mainland.  This is the Terminal Island that the members of the Terminal Island 

Club lovingly remember and cherish.   

 

 
Tuna Street - the Main Commercial Street on Terminal Island 

Note:  This photo must be from the late 1930s from the number of cars and their vintage. 

 

 

Even within the larger Japanese community outside of Terminal Island, the Islander’s were 

unique and clannish.  Divided by mountainous terrain and seas for thousands of years, the 

spoken Japanese language evolved and separated into many local and unique dialects; much 

more so than Irish brogue, Scottish slang or Southern U.S. draw.  Before the advent of modern 

radio and TV broadcast, a villager from Southern Shikoku Island would have a difficult time 

conversing with someone from cosmopolitan Tokyo.  The basic Japanese spoken on Terminal 

Island was the dialect from their home prefecture of Wakayama and nearby Shizuoka.  

Interspersed within their Japanese dialect were some English words especially among the Nisei 
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who were bilingual.  There developed a local Terminal Island slang.  The English “are” is difficult 

to pronounce for Japanese speakers so it quickly became “ra” (as in ra-men) which is a 

common Japanese sound.  Therefore, “you are” was pronounced “you’ra”.  The concept of “I” 

versus “me”, and “am” versus “are” was a useless English language complication for the 

Terminal Islanders, so “I am” became “me’ra” (it helps that the Japanese word for “is” is 

pronounced “wa” which sounds very much like “ra”).  Terminal was pronounced “Tami-na-ru”.  

“Me’wa Tami-na-ru wa” meant “I am from Terminal Island”.  This and many other slang words 

and mispronunciations was the everyday language on the streets of Terminal Island.  Even 

among other Japanese living in the U.S. and in Japan, the Terminal Island language was a 

rough and unsophisticated speech.  For the Terminal Islanders, their unique spoken dialect was 

a sign that they were members of the clan.  

 

 

THE END: 

The history of what happened to this successful Japanese enclave is eerily similar to the plot of 

the Broadway musical “Fiddler on the Roof”.  There is a hit song from this show called 

“Tradition”.  In the play, the song asks the audience, who are these Russian Jews living together 

in a foreign country.  The answer is that their society is defined by their traditions; their way of 

life and how they lived together.  And so it was for this society that was Terminal Island. 

 

On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked the U.S. Naval fleet at Pearl Harbor killing thousands of 

Americans.  The next day, the U.S. entered World War II and declared war with Japan.  Things 

happened quickly on Terminal Island after that December 7.   

 

There were some legitimate concerns of the U.S. military about the village of Terminal Island.  

In the middle of the West Coast’s most important harbor and in close proximity to a major U.S. 

naval base, lived 3,000 Japanese speaking residents with some 250 ocean going boats 

equipped with long range radio communication and navigation capability.  The Japanese 

seamen of Terminal Island were intimately familiar with Los Angeles harbor and had local 

knowledge of the whole West Coast from Seattle to the Mexican border.  There was little 

thought or effort to identify the foreign national Issei's from the U.S. born and U.S. citizen Niseis.  

Everyone was racially grouped as “Japs” and were therefore enemies of the U.S.  There were 

many rumors of the Terminal Islanders already spying for Japan to assist in attacking the West 

Coast.   

 

Because of the potential dangers of this Japanese village, Terminal Island and their inhabitants 

were the first to experience the efforts of the U.S.to deal with the “Japanese problem”.  

Immediately after Pearl Harbor, the FBI raided private homes in Terminal Island and arrested 

“foreign national” boat owners and other significant community leaders.  The term “foreign 

national” was broadly used.  Most were Isseis and they were arrested and immediately taken to 

various prison facilities.  Their families had no idea where their arrested husbands and fathers 

had been taken.  There was no way to communicate with them.   
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Terminal Island quickly became a military controlled island.  The Japanese owned boats were 

patrolled by the military and the boats were not permitted to depart from the docks.  The bridge 

and ferry to the mainland was strictly guarded and all Japanese were not permitted to leave or 

enter Terminal Island.  The Islanders became virtual prisoners in their own village with no idea 

of what was to become of them. Boats were tied to the docks and no fish was being caught to 

provide food and income.  Japanese cannery workers were immediately fired.  Supplies 

normally provided by the local Japanese shops were running short of inventory.  Community 

leaders and many heads of household had been arrested and gone to places unknown.  It was 

a very stressful time for the remaining residents of Terminal Island.  They had no idea of what 

was to happen to them; were families to be further separated; were they to be jailed as 

prisoners of war; or even be executed for various reasons.  Deportation back to Japan seemed 

to be a good alternative. 

 

Finally, after two months of anxiety, on 19 February 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

signed Executive Order 9066 to remove all Japanese (including Japanese-American of U.S. 

citizenry) from the West Coast of the U.S.  They were to be relocated and placed in Japanese 

Internment camps being hastily built in remote areas of the U.S.  In the internment camps with 

barbed wire fences, the Japanese could be closely watched and controlled by the U.S. military.   

 

Terminal Island, because of its strategic location, was the first to experience the effect of E.O. 

9066.  On 25 February, 6 days after the signing of E.O. 9066, the military posted notices 

throughout Terminal Island that all Japanese had to permanently leave their homes on Terminal 

Island.  There was no explanation as to where they should go, what they could bring with them 

or how transportation could be arranged.  The notice only said that everyone had to leave the 

island within 48 hours or they would be arrested after midnight on 27 February 1942.  No 

information if they could ever return. 
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Letter from U.S. Government that all Japanese Must Vacate Terminal Island 

Note:  This letter is dated February 21, but posted on February 25, 1942.  It specifically does not 

mention Japanese but the area described is the total of the Japanese village on Terminal Island.  

Net effect is that all Japanese must vacate Terminal Island by midnight Friday, February 27, 

1942. 
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Imagine being told you have to evacuate your home of decades for places unknown in 2 days. 

Most Islanders made arrangements to temporarily move in with relatives or friends who lived 

outside Terminal Island, some found hotel rooms but had difficulty with payments because their 

bank accounts had been frozen. Transportation was difficult.  Most people in this era still did not 

own nor drive cars.  But with help from friends and neighbors and some borrowed trucks from 

local farmers, everyone moved out.  Some sympathetic outside church groups and charitable 

organizations also assisted the best they could.  Despite the difficulties, the village of Terminal 

Island was a ghost town by midnight 27 February. 

 

The forced evacuation was not without casualties.  Furniture, household goods, prized 

possessions, much clothing were just too much to move and fit into their temporary residents.  

Most pets just had to be left behind to fend for themselves.  Boat owners and shop owners had 

their boats, shops, equipment and inventory to contend with.  Expensive radios and navigation 

equipment, fishing nets, skiffs, store shelving and inventory, etc. were simply sold for pennies 

on the dollar or left abandoned.  Many Whites came to take advantage of the situation and buy 

dirt cheap goods under emergency sale or just wait until the 28 February to loot whatever what 

had been abandoned.  However, there were also many local Whites who tried to help the 

Japanese as best they could.  This included the owners and operators of the Terminal Island 

canneries including Wilber White, who started the VanCamp cannery (now the famous Chicken 

of the Sea brand).  Wilber White and others who had worked with the Terminal Islanders helped 

Japanese boat owners store their boats and fishing equipment during these tragic times. 

 

Midnight on 27 February was the final scene from Fiddler on the Roof in real life.  The once 

prosperous and bustling village of Terminal Island was now a ghost town patrolled by the U.S. 

military police to help control some of the pillaging going on in the village businesses and 

homes.  The Islander were scattered throughout greater Los Angeles and Southern California 

with no idea if they would ever be able to return home or simply what was to happen to them 

next. 

 

 

RELOCATION: 

Within two months, the whole Japanese population on the West Coast (ironically, not including 

the then territory of Hawaii, where Pearl Harbor had occurred) were told they were to be 

relocated by the U.S. military to internment camps hastily built in remote areas of the U.S.  

Starting on 5 April 1942, some 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, U.S. citizens or not, 

were to report to specific collection points throughout the West Coast for military transport by 

trains, buses and trucks for relocation to these internment camps.  The most famous was 

Manzanar, located in the high desert area to the east of the Sierra Nevada mountains.  Most 

Terminal Islanders went to Manzanar but those the U.S. military considered more potentially 

dangerous were relocated to Tule Lake in Northern California near the 

Oregon/Nevada/California border where security was tighter.   Neither of these internment 
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camps were anything like Terminal Islander’s seaside village.  The desert locations were 

extremely hot during the summer (typically over 100 degrees every day of summer) and frozen 

cold in the winter.  There was no air conditioning and only a small wood/coal burning stove for 

winter heat.  The Western staple diet of coffee, bread, cheese, and sausages provided at the 

camps were strange to the Japanese.  They were more accustomed to tea, rice, nori (seaweed) 

and fish.  For 2.5 years between April 1942 and into late 1944, all West Coast Japanese lived in 

these camps.  Those not living in a West Coast state were not affected but few Japanese lived 

in the mountain states, midwest or eastern states.  A more detailed explanation of Manzanar 

and other relocation camps can be found in the many books and articles on the subject. 

 

 

 

 
 

                       Basic Housing at Manzanar 
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Arriving at Collection Points at Various Locations and Departing by Train to Relocation 

Camps 

Note:  See how little the Japanese could take with them.  Basically just what they could carry.  
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THE RETURN: 

Starting in late 1944, residents of the internment camps were gradually permitted to leave.  The 

war was coming to an end and it was obvious that there was no longer any threat that Japan 

was going to invade the West Coast of the U.S.  There certainly remained hostility against the 

Japanese by the general U.S. population but the people of the internment camps wanted to 

leave as soon as possible.  Some wanted to return to Japan but most Terminal Islanders 

wanted to start their lives again in their former village.   

 

What they found was a shock. During the war, the U.S. Navy had completely bulldozed over the 

village of Terminal Island and built a naval shipping facility.  Commercial Tuna Street with all the 

Japanese owned businesses was now warehouses and military establishments.  The canneries 

were still there but the  nearby residences were all physically gone.  The village of Terminal 

Island simply no longer existed.  Furusato was physically gone. Some returning Japanese 

fishermen returned to their lives catching fish but they now had to move to dispersed homes in 

nearby San Pedro, Long Beach and Wilmington areas and find transportation to their boats.  

Their neighbors were not Japanese and racial prejudices spurred by hatred of the war’s enemy 

was rampant.  The close knit Terminal Island clan way of life was no longer possible.  The fond 

memories of the idealistic life during the Golden Age of Terminal Island was all that remained. 

 

The former residents formed the Terminal Island club and kept in contact with their friends and 

neighbors.  They held their annual Terminal Island picnic as an event where everyone could get 

together and talk about the good times.  For many years the picnic was a huge event attended 

by most Island residents but as age and deaths depleted their membership, the membership 

and picnic attendance dwindled.  The last hurrah for the Terminal Island club was the erection 

and dedication of the Terminal Island Memorial. 

 

 

ON A PERSONAL NOTE: 

My heritage is closely tied to Terminal Island.  As a kid, my mother and her Ryono family were 

always talking warmly about Terminal Island.  I always attended the annual Terminal Island 

picnic along with the rest of the Ryono family and had a great time with kid’s races, raffle prizes, 

and the famous mochi toss.  Any time we went to little Tokyo, my mom always ran into one or 

more friends from Terminal Island, and she would stop to talk for hours on the street while we 

kids would wait impatiently.   

 

It all started with my maternal grandfather, Chiyomatsu Ryono.  Family lore is that as a 

teenager, he took a job working on a Japanese whaling boat from his home village of Teiji.  One 

day, when the whaling boat docked in Seattle, he simply left the boat and just stayed in Seattle.  

He took a job as a laborer at a local lumber mill.  Again as part of the family lore, he took the 

opportunity to take pieces of lumber from his job and gradually build himself a small skiff.  Being 
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a fisherman back in his home village, he took his homemade skiff to catch and sell salmon.  In 

the early 1900’s, salmon were plentiful in Puget Sound and my grandfather made good money.  

While in Seattle, he heard that some Teiji immigrants were doing well in a place called Terminal 

Island in Los Angeles so he decided to move south.    

 

I don’t know exactly when he moved to Terminal Island but he did very well, first as a crewman 

on other people’s boats then owning(?) a small jig boat called a Ken-Ken Bune by the 

Japanese.  Ken-Ken is a Japanese word for a fishing lure and Bune means boat.  These boats 

were “Lampera” style boats used by the local Portuguese fisherman.  Narrow, from 35 to 50 feet 

long, tapered both in the bow and stern, these sea-worthy Lampera’s were powered by small 5-

10 hp. gasoline engines.  Albacore tuna was the primary catch for these boats, the albacore 

were caught individually on jig lines trolled behind the boat. 

 

During the summer season, the migratory albacore were plentiful off the Southern California 

coast and on a good day, a boat could catch hundreds of albacore. During the off-season, the 

boats switched to catching less glamorous and less valuable sardines and mackerel by net.  

These smaller fish are not migratory but were plentiful all year.  Albacores are difficult to catch in 

nets because they tend to swim in loose groups as they rapidly chase bait fish like anchovies 

and sardines.  They will not ball into tight compact schools as required for netting.  However, the 

albacore are voracious hunters that will readily attack a jig or live bait whenever bait is around.  

The Japanese would catch albacore with individual trolled jigs or using “Jack Poles”. Jack Poles 

are stiff bamboo rods about 6 feet in length with a feathered jig tied to a heavy fishing line 

attached to one end of the bamboo pole.  There is no reel.  Whenever a school of albacore 

came around the boat, the fisherman would take the Jack Poles and simply flip the feathered jig 

into the water and pull the jig toward the boat, the aggressive albacore would bite the jig and the 

fisherman would jerk (jack) the 20-30 pound fish onto the boat.  The hook on the jig was 

barbless so the albacore would simply unhook himself while flopping on deck and the fisherman 

would again flip the jig back into the water for the next albacore.  Often, there would be a crew 

member throwing fresh or dead anchovies into the water as chum to keep the school of 

albacore close to the boat. 
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                 Jack-Poling for Albacore Tuna 

 

 
            Purse-Seining (netting) Sardines 
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My grandfather was a good fisherman and did well.  He arranged for my grandmother to 

immigrate from Japan and eventually raised a family of 3 boys and 3 girls. Soon, he had 

accumulated enough wealth to build his own big boat.  The 85 foot purse seiner the “Patriotic” 

was launched in 1928.  His timing was bad, the Great Depression started in 1929 and the next 

few years were tough times for the whole Ryono family.  He did survive the worst of the 

Depression and by the mid 1930’s he was making good money with his own boat.  The Patriotic 

was one of the most successful boats in the Terminal Island fleet.  He became a leader in the 

Terminal Island community and, for a Japanese immigrant, became quite wealthy.  Family lore 

does not say if my grandfather ever became a U.S. citizen or stayed a foreign national, legal or 

illegal. 

 

 
The Ryono Family at my Mother’s Wedding 

Note:  From left to right my Uncle John, Uncle Kats, Uncle Bob, Oji-San (grandfather-Ryono), 

Aunt Chiz, Oba-Chan (grandmother-Ryono), Aunt Mitsuko, and my Mom (Kay) 
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                         My Grandfather’s boat, The Patriotic 

 

 

Eitherway, immediately after Pearl Harbor, the FBI came to the Ryono family home in Terminal 

Island and arrested my grandfather.  He was taken away that evening and the family did not 

know where he had been taken.  Eventually, he ended up at Tule Lake Internment camp 

whereas the rest of the Ryono family were sent to Manzanar.  Somehow, I don’t know how, but 

he managed to reunite with his family by 1944.  He died of a heart attack while at Manzanar 

during his internment.  He was 50 years old. 

 

My mother, Kachiyo (Kay) was born on Terminal Island but at age two, she was sent along with 

her oldest brother, (my Uncle John) to Taiji, Japan and raised by her great-aunt.  I was told that 

this was customary in those days for children to be sent to Japan for proper Japanese education 

but I’m not quite sure because I don’t know of other Japanese families that did the same.  It may 

be the economic difficulties of raising a young family in a foreign land.  Anyway, it was not until 

she was 14 or 15 when she and her oldest brother returned to the U.S. that she met her two 

younger brothers and two younger sisters.  She did not speak a word of English and came to 

live with her own family but one she did not really know.  She remembers how awful Terminal 

Island smelled with all the canneries and racks of dried fish and squid being cured into “himono” 

(a type of Japanese fish jerky) on the roof-tops by the residents. 

 

She went to San Pedro High School without being able to speak English but did well  with help 

from her friends.  Immediately after high school, she was married to Harry Enomoto (my 

biological father) and moved to Venice, California in 1940, where the Enomoto family had a 

small family grocery store (Centinela Market). She was living in Venice when Pearl Harbor and 

World War II happened, so what happened during the forceful removal of the Japanese from 

Terminal Island in February of 1942 was told to her by her Ryono family members and friends 

still living on Terminal Island. 
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She and the rest of the Enomoto family were affected by the April 1942 relocation of Japanese 

to internment camps.  She remembers being told to go to Santa Anita horse racing track and 

spending one night in the stables before being bussed to Manzanar.  My sister Grace was born 

in Manzanar in February of 1943, but unfortunately, our father, Harry Enomoto died of colon 

cancer while in camp.  In 1944 as people were being allowed to leave the internment camps, my 

mother at age 23 found herself widowed with two young children and no prospects in the U.S.  

She was concerned about what would happen to her next.  With some convincing from her 

brother (Uncle Bob), she decided to move to Philadelphia with the rest of the Ryono family.  My 

Uncle Bob was going to dental school at Temple University in Philadelphia during World War II.  

Not being on the West coast, Uncle Bob was not sent to internment camp.  My Uncle Bob was 

familiar with Philadelphia so he was instrumental in getting the Ryono family to move to 

Germantown, a suburb of Philadelphia rather than moving immediately back to Los Angeles.   

 

By 1946/1947(?), my Uncle John managed to regain ownership of my grandfather’s boat, the 

Patriotic and the Ryono family returned to the fishing industry in Southern California.  The 

village of Terminal Island no longer existed, so the Ryono family moved to 540 Santa Cruz 

Street in San Pedro, overlooking the harbor.  I remember the long drive with my Uncle John’s 

family (Uncle John, Aunt Mary, Eddie and Karen, my mom, me and my sister, Grace) from 

Philadelphia to San Pedro by car.  Don’t know how we squeezed 7 people into one car for such 

a long ride. 

 

About 1947, my mom remarried into the Enomoto family, when she married Henry Enomoto, 

(Henry was the younger brother of my father Harry Enomoto).  Such arranged brother marriages 

were common in those days.  Henry is the father of my step-brothers, Mike and Glenn, whereas 

Harry Enomoto is the father of both Grace and I.  Neither Grace nor I can remember our 

biological father and consider Henry to be “Dad” unless we are asked the difference.  We 

moved back to Venice, first to the Venice Japanese Center then our own home on Beach 

Avenue in Venice.  On January 8, 1949, my parents opened Henry’s Market, a neighborhood 

grocery store in Culver City, California and our Enomoto family lived behind the small store for 

many years while we kids grew-up.  Mike was born in 1949 and Glenn born in 1952. It is strange 

that I remember the exact date when Henry’s opened but somehow it has always stuck in my 

mind.  I also remember both Uncle Bob and Uncle Kats working inside the still unfinished store 

to personally build the shelves for the store.  It must have been late 1948. 

 

The decade of the 1940’s had been a turbulent time for my mom.  She had married while still in 

her teens, moved in with her new husband’s family in Venice, then was forced to relocate to 

Manzanar in 1942.  By 1943, she had two young babies, but she had lost her first husband to 

cancer.  Around 1944, she was relocated to Tule Lake relocation camp along with the Enomoto 

family because of the Enomoto family’s refusal to agree to the infamous “Yes-Yes” declaration.  

Should she return to Japan after the war (many of her friends did) or should she stay in the 

U.S.?  My Uncle Bob convinced her that post war Japan held no opportunity and with his 

assistance, she managed to return to Manzanar in May of 1945.  She had decided to stay in the 

U.S.with her mother and father and the Ryono family.  Unfortunately, upon her return to 
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Manzanar, she found that her father had just died of a heart attack. Still she decided to stay in 

the U.S. and in late 1945, she moved back with the Ryono family to Philadelphia.  By 1947 she 

had remarried and within two years, started a new grocery store with her second husband.  I 

don’t know how she did it but somehow she and my dad (Henry) managed to put together 

enough money to start Henry’s from scratch by 1949. 

 

“Ganbatte or Ganbare” (pronounced Gan-ba-rey) is a Japanese word.  A simple translation is 

“endure”.  It is used when something unfortunate has happened and more fully means “the 

situation can’t be helped so endure, hang in there, do your best and work your hardest to 

recover”.  In Japanese culture, complaining about your situation is considered useless and a 

sign of weakness, so “Ganbatte” and you can do it.   I think my Mom certainly honored this 

Japanese word and tradition; as did most all the Terminal Islanders.  During the worst days of 

being forced out of their island village, to enduring the hardships of relocation camps for years, 

and to the racial bigotry they faced as the World War II enemy, the Terminal Islanders and their 

Japanese associates practiced “Ganbatte”.  There were no mass protests or rioting.  I am sure 

there were grumbling about the actions of the government and there were some protests 

especially at the Tule Lake internment camp but for the most part, the Japanese community 

followed their “Ganbatte” tradition.  With groups such as the Terminal Island club, they helped 

each other out and rebuilt their lives.   

 

My Uncle Bob was very active in the Terminal Island Club and became involved in  the club’s 

efforts to erect a memorial. He enlisted the help of my brother Mike.  Mike is an architect and 

the managing-director of the world-renowned architectural firm, Gruen Associates.  Mike and his 

firm were instrumental in the design and construction of the Terminal Island Memorial.  I 

understand that an old photo of my grandfather Ryono is the basis for the bronze statue of the 

fisherman looking out to sea.   
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https://ryono.net/ryono/kay/Terminal%20Island%20History.pdf 



 
 
May 22, 2024 
 
Submitted by email  
 
Lucille Roybal Allard  
President, Los Angeles Harbor Commission  
commissioners@portla.org  
 
Gene Seroka  
Executive Director  
Port of Los Angeles  
gseroka@portla.org  
 
Dear members of the Los Angeles Harbor Commission and Mr. Seroka:  
 
The Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council was deeply concerned to learn the Port of Los Angeles is 
considering demolition of the remaining buildings of the Japanese American community on Tuna Street.  
 
We are talking about the Nanka Shokai and Nakamura Co. store buildings at 700-716 Tuna Street. Per 
information relayed by Sergio Carrillo from CD 15, the Port’s Department of Real Estate has recommended 
these buildings for demolition as they consider rehabilitation too costly.  
 
These buildings are the last physical remnants of the Japanese American community that called Terminal 
Island home and helped build the Port's still-thriving economy. They are also the last built fabric attesting to 
the important national and local history of the forced displacement and internment of the Japanese 
American population during the Second World War.  
 
Both the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the LA Conservancy consider these buildings 
nationally significant from a cultural standpoint.1  
 
Demolition would directly contradict the goals of the 2018 Port Master Plan, which explicitly states that the 
Port “shall identify and pursue the preservation of the historic resources within its jurisdiction. The history of 
the Port, including significant periods such as the era of shipbuilding, commercial fishing, and the 
Japanese American Fishing Village, should continue to be memorialized, as appropriate, through 
monuments and preservation of associated existing buildings and sites.”2 (emphasis ours)  
 
It would also contradict the Port's Built Environment Historic, Architectural and Cultural Resource Policy 
adopted in 2013 following consultation with stakeholders including the Terminal Islanders Club, the LA 
Conservancy, and the San Pedro Bay Historical Society.3  
 
_________________________ 
 
1 National Trust for Historic Preservation, “11 Most Endangered Historic Places: Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, 
California, 2012,” https://savingplaces.org/places/terminal-island; Adrian Scott Fine, LA Conservancy, letter to 
Christopher Cannon, Director of Environmental Management, Los Angeles Harbor Department, 4/8/2013, Microsoft 
Word -LAC comments on Port Master Plan DEIR_draft2 (laconservancy.org)  
2 Port of Los Angeles, Port Master Plan, 2018, Section 3.2.5, p. 5.  
3 Los Angeles Harbor Department, Built Environment Historic, Architectural and Cultural Resource Policy, 2013.  

Dillon Clark, President 

 
A City of Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council 
Certified 2002 

LaMar Lyons, Vice President 
Matt Garland, Secretary  
Eugenia Bulanova, Treasurer  
Barbara St. John, Communications Officer 
  

mailto:commissioners@portla.org
mailto:gseroka@portla.org


We strongly oppose the demolition of these buildings. Instead, they should be preserved and 
revived in a way that honors this unique heritage. We ask the Port for the following:  
 
 

1. A site visit by the City’s Office of Historic Resources in conjunction with community 
stakeholders for the City’s preservation architect to assess the present condition of these 
buildings.  

2. A breakdown from the Port of the estimated cost to bring these buildings (jointly and 
individually) back to life.  
 

We look forward to your reply.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dillon Clark, President  
On behalf of the Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council 
 
CC:  
Derek Nakamura, great-grandson of the founder of Nakamura Co. market  
National Trust for Historic Preservation  
LA Conservancy  
San Pedro Bay Historical Society  
City of Los Angeles, Office of Historic Resources  
City Councilmember Tim McOsker, Los Angeles 15th District  
County Supervisor Janice Hahn, Los Angeles 4th District  
Representative Nanette Diaz Barragán, CA-44 (by mail)  
Assemblymember Mike Gipson, State Assembly, District 65  
Senator Steven Bradford, State Senate, District 35  
 
luckybaldwinplumbing@gmail.com  
cquillen@savingplaces.org 
rnieweg@savingplaces.org  
afine@laconservancy.org 
RSegara@laconservancy.org  
sanpedrohistory@gmail.com 
mdalred@gmail.com 
ken.bernstein@lacity.org 
shannon.ryan@lacity.org 
lambert.giessinger@lacity.org 
melissa.jones@lacity.org 
councilmember.mcosker@lacity.org 
FourthDistrict@bos.lacounty.gov 
isulic@bos.lacounty.gov 
Senator.Bradford@senate.ca.gov 
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Properties Evaluated for Historic Significance 

Of the 48 properties identified within the project area, 16 were recorded/updated and evaluated for NRHP 
and CRHR eligibility, and for local designation as a City of Los Angeles HCM or HPOZ (Table 3). Of 
these 16 properties, 11 were formally recorded and evaluated for the first time as part of this study, while 
the remaining five had been previously recorded and received updates to their prior evaluations as part of 
this study (see Table 3). The map reference numbers (map ref. no.) provided in the first column of Table 3 
correspond to the numbers on Figure 4, which shows the location of each individual property. Of the 16 
properties evaluated for historic significance, four appear to be eligible for listing in the NRHP as an 
individual property (status code 3S); one appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as an individual 
property (status code 3CS); one appears to be eligible for local listing or designation (status code 5S3); 
and 10 were found to be ineligible for the NRHP, CRHR, or for local designation (status code 6Z). The 
paragraphs that follow provide descriptions and photographs of each property that SWCA evaluated as 
part of this study. The complete set of DPR forms prepared for all 16 properties can be found in 
Appendix A of this report. Appendix B provides a breakdown of the appropriate context, theme, and 
property type for each property evaluated by SWCA as part of this study, in a format compatible with 
SurveyLA’s FiGSS. 
 
Table 3. Properties on Terminal Island Evaluated for Historic Significance 

Map 
Ref. No. 

Property Name Street Address Year Built Recordation Status 
SWCA Findings of 
Significance 

1 SA Recycling 901 New Dock Street 1962–2009 Newly recorded 
Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

2 
Sewage Pump 
Station #669 

390 N. Seaside 
Avenue 1923 

Updated 
(previously recorded in 
1988 and 1995) 

Appears eligible for NRHP 
as an individual property 

3 U.S. Customs House 300 S. Ferry Street 1967 Newly recorded 
Appears eligible for NRHP 
as an individual property 

4 
ExxonMobil Tank 
Farm 551 Pilchard Street 1961–1976 Newly recorded 

Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

5 Seaplane Lagoon N/A 1928 Newly recorded 
Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

6 Southwest Marine 
955 S. Neptune 
Avenue 

ca. 1918–
1950 

Updated 
(previously recorded in 
1996 and 2000) 

Appears eligible for NRHP 
as an individual property 

7 
Pumphouse on Ways 
Street N/A 1925 Newly recorded 

Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

8 700–702 Tuna Street 700–702 Tuna Street 1918 Newly recorded 
Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

9 712–716 Tuna Street 712–716 Tuna Street 1923 Newly recorded 
Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

10 742–748 Tuna Street 742–748 Tuna Street 1946 Newly recorded 
Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

11 
Marine Sheet Metal 
Works 

813 S. Seaside 
Avenue ca. 1931 Newly recorded 

Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

12 
POLA Police Dive 
Team Building 

954 S. Seaside 
Avenue 1927 

Updated 
(previously recorded in 
1995) 

Appears eligible for CRHR 
as an individual property 

13 
Marine Hardware 
Company 304 Sardine Street 1937 

Updated 
(previously recorded in 
2004) 

Found ineligible for NRHP, 
CRHR, or local designation 

14 Pan Pacific Cannery 

350 Sardine 
Street/991 Barracuda 
Street 1945 

Updated 
(previously recorded in 
2004) 

Appears eligible for NRHP 
as an individual property 
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pumphouse because of its deteriorated condition, it appears to have occurred with the decline of the 
fishing and canning industries at Fish Harbor during the 1970s.  

Although the building is associated with the development of the fishing and canning industries at Fish 
Harbor, it has lost significant historical integrity. Little of the surrounding canning industry buildings 
remain, and the Pumphouse no longer conveys its mission and function as a waste sewage pumping plant. 
As such, the property does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under Criteria A/1 for its 
associations with historical events or patterns of development. Archival research indicates that the subject 
property does not appear to be associated with persons of significance; therefore, it does not appear 
eligible for the NRHP or CRHR under Criteria B/2. Because the property lacks serious integrity in its 
design, materials, and workmanship, it does not appear eligible under Criteria C/3 for its architectural 
associations. No evidence was discovered to warrant consideration under Criterion D/4. The property is 
also not eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district, as it does not contribute to a unified entity. 
For the same reasons listed above, the property does not appear eligible for local designation. 

 
Photograph 16. Overview of Pumphouse on Ways Street; view to the northwest 

700–702 Tuna Street 

Built in 1918, 700–702 Tuna Street is a Commercial, Vernacular-style building and the former site of the 
Nanka Company Dry Goods Store, one of many Japanese American businesses located on Tuna Street in 
the years before World War II (Photographs 17 and 18). Also named Nanka Shokai, or “Southern 
California Store,” the subject property was the only clothing store in the area and was particularly popular 
with the women of Fish Harbor (Ryono 2011). Although the owner of the store is unknown, the Nanka 
Company appears to have served the Fish Harbor community for more than three decades, which by 1940 
had grown to a population of approximately 3,000 (Waugh et al. 1988). The development of Fish Harbor 
and the fishing and canning industries it attracted, resulted in the formation of a distinctive Japanese 
American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village period). The commercial 
heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna Street, which was lined with 
restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the Nanka Company Dry Goods Store. Following the 
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attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the entire Japanese American population of Terminal Island was forcibly 
relocated to internment camps, and nearly all their homes and businesses were razed. The Japanese 
population did not return to Terminal Island after World War II, and the function of Fish Harbor, 
including Tuna Street, was transformed from the fishing and canning industries to an industrialized, 
container-shipping use. At that time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street and elsewhere in the 
immediate area were demolished or altered to accommodate the new uses. It was probably at that time 
that many of the changes to the building occurred, including the partial infill of the storefront and the 
addition of stucco cladding to the exterior lap wood surfaces. By the late 1940s, the subject property 
housed the Harbor Sheet Metal Works business, electrical contractors, and the Sunhill Electric Company, 
among other industrial-related businesses in later years (San Pedro and Wilmington 1946). With the 
eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish Harbor and the 
immediate area dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea 
and StarKist facilities were demolished. With the exterior changes made to the building over the years, 
only its basic form remains. It is currently occupied by Wescotek, Inc., a food industry consultant.  

Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing 
Village period of Fish Harbor, severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its 
period of significance. The wood cladding has been replaced with stucco and many of the original 
openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and windows have been 
replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an 
important event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance 
recognize the property as it exists today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 17 (the building’s 
current condition) and Photograph 18 (the original Nanka Co. storefront), the answer is most certainly 
“no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient integrity to reflect its historical associations 
with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but complete removal of 
the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of 
setting, feeling, and association. As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the 
NRHP or CRHR under Criterion A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for 
its associations with important persons. The design, materials, and workmanship of the building have also 
been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly unremarkable in its appearance and does 
not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant consideration 
under Criterion D/4. In addition, the property does not appear eligible as a contributor to a larger historic 
district because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical 
development. The property also does not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious 
compromised integrity issues.  
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Photograph 17. Overview of 700–702 Tuna Street; view to the northeast 

 
Photograph 18. Original Nanka Co. storefront, date unknown 
(Source: ryono.net) 

712–716 Tuna Street 

712–716 Tuna Street is a small Commercial, Vernacular-style building that was constructed in 1923 by 
Akimatsu Nakamura (Photograph 19). It was the former site of the A. Nakamura Company Grocery Store 
(Photograph 20), the business that would occupy the building from its construction until 1942. A. 
Nakamura became an American citizen in 1911 and operated a grocery store beginning in 1918 at an 
earlier building located at the same site as the subject property. The extant building was designed by 
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William F. Durr, a local designer responsible for a number of industrial buildings in the area, including 
the nearby South Coast Fisheries Cannery, which was located at 821 Ways Street (Jones & Stokes 2008). 
The A. Nakamura Company was one of many grocery stores at Fish Harbor, including Murakami 
Company (110 Terminal Way), Tanishita (779 Tuna Street), and Maeda Ben (721 Tuna Street). The 
development of Fish Harbor and the fishing and canning industries it attracted resulted in the formation of 
a distinctive Japanese American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village 
period). The commercial heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna 
Street, which was lined with shops, restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the A. Nakamura 
Company Grocery Store. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the entire Japanese American 
population of Terminal Island was forcibly relocated to internment camps, and nearly all their homes and 
businesses were razed. The Japanese population did not return to Terminal Island after World War II, and 
the function of Fish Harbor, including Tuna Street, was transformed from the fishing and canning 
industries to an industrialized, container-shipping use. At this time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street 
and elsewhere in the immediate area were demolished or altered to accommodate the new uses. By the 
late 1940s, the subject property housed Inspectors Seafood Company and Hackney Inspection Lab, 
among other industrial-related businesses in later years (San Pedro and Wilmington 1946). It was 
probably at this time that the current Streamline Moderne façade was applied to the building. With the 
eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish Harbor and the 
immediate area dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea 
and StarKist facilities, were demolished. With the exterior changes made to the subject property over the 
years, only its basic form remains. It is currently occupied by Gregorio Aquatech Inc., a research 
company involved in aquaculture.  

Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing 
Village period of Fish Harbor, severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its 
period of significance. The wood cladding has been replaced with stucco and many of the original 
openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and windows have been 
replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an 
important event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance 
recognize the property as it exists today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 19 (the building’s 
current condition) and Photograph 20 (the original A. Nakamura storefront), the answer is most certainly 
“no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient integrity to reflect its historical associations 
with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but complete removal of 
the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of 
setting, feeling, and association. As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the 
NRHP or CRHR under Criterion A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for 
its associations with important persons. The design, materials, and workmanship of the building have also 
been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly unremarkable in its appearance and does 
not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant consideration 
under Criterion D/4. In addition, the property does not appear eligible as a contributor to a larger historic 
district because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical 
development. The property also does not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious 
compromised integrity issues.  
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Rebecca Shrimpton. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 1990 (revised for internet 2002). Available at: 
http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/ 
nrb15/. Accessed December 27, 2011. 

City of Los Angeles Building Permits, Various. On file City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Planning.  
Ryono, Chikao Robert. “Although Patriotic, We Were Drydocked,” at http://ryono.net/terminalisland/culture1.htm. Accessed 

October 8, 2011. 
San Pedro and Wilmington Classified Telephone Directory, 1946. From Torrance Library at http://www.torranceca.gov/ 

libraryarchive/. Accessed October 4, 2011. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. 

Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; accessed October 
4, 2011 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921 rev 1951, Vol. 19, 
Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; 
accessed October 4, 2011 

Waugh, Isami Ariguku, Alex Yamato, and Raymond Y. Okamura. “A 
History of Japanese Americans in California,” in Five Views: 
An Ethnic Sites Survey for California. Office of Historic 
Preservation, California Department of Parks and Recreation, 
Sacramento. 1988. 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:    Steven Treffers and Jan Ostashay 
*Date of Evaluation:   October 4, 2011 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description: (Continuation) 
The building appears to be physically connected to the adjacent building to the south (712-716 Tuna Street); however, a non-
original false stuccoed wall with an access door set flush between the primary (west) elevations of both buildings hides a small 
pedestrian alley that separates both parcels and improvements. Alterations to the property include the addition of stucco cladding, 
the extension and modification of the parapet wall along the front (west) elevations, the partial infill of the storefront glazing, and 
the inappropriate replacement of the original wood and glazed entry door on the primary (west) elevation, the replacement of 
some sash wood-frame windows with aluminum sliders, the second floor addition over the southern third of the original one-story 
building, and the modification of the double door and opening within the front wall of the two-story addition. 
 
*B10. Significance: (Continuation) 
The development of Fish Harbor and the fishing and canning industries it attracted, resulted in the formation of a distinctive 
Japanese American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village period). These individuals worked 
primarily as commercial fisherman or at the nearby canneries. The first (Issei) and second (Nisei) generation Japanese and Japanese 
American developed a distinctive hybrid dialect and culture unique to the Port, and many of them lived in near isolation from the 
rest of Los Angeles and Long Beach. The commercial heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna 
Street, which was lined with restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the Nanka Company Dry Goods Store. However, 
with the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the residential character of Fish Harbor dramatically changed. Beginning in 1942, the entire 
Japanese American population of Terminal Island was forcibly relocated to internment camps and nearly all their homes and 
businesses were razed.  
 
Following World War II, the Japanese population who once called Fish Harbor home did not return to Terminal Island and the 
function of Fish Harbor, including Tuna Street transformed from the fishing and canning industries to an industrialized, container 
shipping use. At this time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street and elsewhere in the immediate area were demolished or 
extensively altered to accommodate the new uses. By the late 1940s the subject property housed the Harbor Sheet Metal Works 
business, electrical contractors and the Sunhill Electric Company among other industrial related businesses in later years (San 
Pedro and Wilmington City Directory 1946). It was probably at this time that many of the changes to the building occurred 
including the partial infill of the storefront and the addition of stucco cladding to the exterior lap wood surfaces. By 1950 the entire 
west side of Tuna Street between Fish Harbor and Cannery Street was occupied by large facilities operated by the French Sardine 
Company (later renamed StarKist).  With the eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish 
Harbor and the immediate area dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea and 
StarKist facilities, were demolished. With the exterior changes made to the subject property over the years, only its basic form 
remains. It is currently occupied by Wescotek, Inc. a food industry consultant. 
 
Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing Village period of Fish Harbor, 
severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its period of significance. The wood cladding has been 
replaced with stucco and many of the original openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and 
windows have been replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an important 
event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance recognize the property as it exists 
today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 1 of the building’s current condition to Photograph 2 of the original Nanka Co. 
storefront (see DPR Page 5), the answer is most certainly “no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient integrity to 
reflect its historical associations with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but complete 
removal of the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of setting, feeling, 
and association.  As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the National or California registers under 
Criterion A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for its associations with important persons. The 
design, materials, and workmanship of the building have also been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly 
unremarkable in its appearance and does not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant 
consideration under Criterion D/4.  In addition, the property does not appear to be eligible as a contributor to a larger historic 
district because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical development. The property also 
does not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious compromised integrity issues.  
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Photograph 1: Overview of 700-702 Tuna Street in 2011; view to the northeast 
 

 
Photograph 2: Original Nanka Co. storefront, date unknown (Source: ryono.net) 
 



State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   6Z 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  5 *Resource Name or #: 712-716 Tuna Street 
P1.  Other Identifier:   

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: San Pedro, California  Date:   1964 (PR 1981) T  R  ¼ of ¼ of Sec.       B.M.    
 c.  Address:      712-716 Tuna Street City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90731 
 d.  UTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mN (G.P.S.)  
 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:    
 Terminal Island 
 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a one-story, wood-frame commericial building located at the north end of Terminal Island’s Fish Harbor 
area, in the Port of Los Angeles. Built in 1918 as a horizontal lap sided vernacular style commercial shop with false front, single 
entry, and large storefront window, the building was expanded and modified in 1921, 1923, and 1930. Though no permits are on 
file, it appears that the design of the structure was modified into the Streamline Moderne idiom sometime following 1941. The now 
stucco clad building is square in plan and features a façade that integrates  the Streamline styling popular at the time. Hidden 
behind a parapet wall that runs the length of the primary (west) elevation is a low-pitch front facing gable roof and a shed roof that 
covers an early addition made to the south side of the building in 1921. Characteristic of the Streamline Moderne-style, the primary 
(west) elevation features a long horizontal projecting band that runs the width of the façade, glass tile block windows, and curved 
walls at the two entrances. The primary entrance is situated to the north and is identified by glass tile blocks and decorative 
vertical step banding above the horizontal projection that wraps over the parapet wall. Both the primary and secondary entrances 
are along the west elevation, set atop a single concrete step with metal sheathed solid panel doors that feature mail slots and 
transoms. The rear (east) elevation has been altered by the addition of two small projecting wings, the north capped with an 
irregular gable roof and the south crowned by a shed roof. Wood-frame sash and aluminum-frame sliders punctuate the back 
(east) of the property. There are also numerous wood-frame windows and aluminum sliders of varying sizes on the  south and 
north elevations.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 

*P4.  Resources Present: Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View northeast, October 8, 2011,  
Photograph 102011(2).jpg 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1923, Los Angeles Building Permit #53272  

*P7.  Owner and Address:  
Port of Los Angeles  
425 Palos Verdes Street 
San Pedro, CA 90733 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
Steven Treffers and Sam Murray 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
150 S. Arroyo Parkway, 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA  91105 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  August 24, 2011 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of Los Angeles, 
California (SWCA Environmental Consultants 2011). 

*Attachments: NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record   Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  5 *NRHP Status Code   6Z 

 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 712-716 Tuna Street 
B1. Historic Name:    Nakamura Company 
B2.    Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  Store and Residence  B4.  Present Use:  Industrial 

*B5. Architectural Style: Commercial, Vernacular 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

Built in 1923 (Los Angeles Building Permit #53272). Alterations: addition of Streamline Moderne façade (post-1941).  
*B7. Moved?  No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 

*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  William F. Durr b.  Builder:  A. Nakamura 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Port Worker Commercial Resources Area:  Fish Harbor, Terminal Island, POLA 

Period of Significance:  1918-1942 Property Type:  Commercial Retail Applicable Criteria:  N/A 
 
Built in 1923, the subject property was the former site of the A. Nakamura Company Grocery Store; and while the building permit 
lists the owner and contractor as K. Nakamura, this is most likely Akimatsu Nakamura, owner of the business which would 
occupy the building from its construction until 1942. A. Nakamura became an American citizen in 1911 and operated a grocery 
store beginning in 1918 at an earlier building located at the same site as the subject property. The extant building was designed by 
William F. Durr, a local designer responsible for a number of industrial buildings in the area including the nearby South Coast 
Fisheries Cannery which was located at 821 Ways Street (Jones & Stokes 2008). The A. Nakamura Company was one of many 
grocery stores at Fish Harbor including Murakami Company (110 Terminal Way), Tanishita (779 Tuna Street), and Maeda Ben (721 
Tuna Street). 
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
Andrus, Patrick W. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. National Register Bulletin No. 15. Edited by 

Rebecca Shrimpton. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 1990 (revised for internet 2002). Available at: 
http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/ 
nrb15/. Accessed December 27, 2011. 

Ancestry.com. “1930 United States Federal Census,” in Ancestry.com at http://search.ancestry.com/cgi 
bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=123786792. Accessed October 4, 2011. 

City of Los Angeles Building Permits, Various. On file City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Planning.  
Jones & Stokes. Final Architectural Survey and Evaluation of the 

Chicken of the Sea Plant, 338 Cannery Street Terminal Island 
Port of Los Angeles. Prepared for the Los Angeles Harbor 
Department. 2008. 

Preserving California’s Japantowns. “Terminal Island.” Accessed from 
http://www.californiajapantowns.org/survey/index.php/co
mponent/mtree/los-angeles-region/terminal-island. Accessed 
October 4, 2011. 

San Pedro and Wilmington Classified Telephone Directory, 1946. From 
Torrance Library at 
http://www.torranceca.gov/libraryarchive/. Accessed 
October 4, 2011. 

 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:    Steven Treffers and Jan Ostashay 

*Date of Evaluation:   October 4, 2011 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description: (Continuation) 
The building appears to be physically connected to the adjacent building to the north (700 Tuna Street); however, a non-original 
false stuccoed wall with an access door  set flush between the primary (west) elevations of both buildings hides a small pedestrian 
alley that separates both parcels and improvements. The subject property is enclosed at the rear (east) by a metal chain link fence 
topped with barbed wire and affronts Tuna Street with minimal setback. Alterations to the property include room additions to the 
south (side) and east (rear) elevations; replacement of original wood-frame windows with aluminum sliders; the application of 
stucco over the original wood lap siding; the replacement of the original entry doors with solid plain contemporary panel doors; 
the reconfiguration of the front storefront design into a Streamline Moderne style façade; the addition of exposed utility 
equipments on exterior walls surfaces (south, east, and north elevations); and the infill of the door transoms.  

*B10. Significance: (Continuation)   

The development of Fish Harbor and the fishing and canning industries it attracted, resulted in the formation of a distinctive 
Japanese American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village period). These individuals worked 
primarily as commercial fisherman or at the nearby canneries. The first (Issei) and second (Nisei) generation Japanese and Japanese 
American developed a distinctive hybrid dialect and culture unique to the Port, and many of them lived in near isolation from the 
rest of Los Angeles and Long Beach. The commercial heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna 
Street, which was lined with  shops, restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the subject property. However, with the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the residential character of Fish Harbor dramatically changed. Beginning in 1942, the entire 
Japanese American population of Terminal Island was forcibly relocated to internment camps and nearly all their homes and 
businesses were razed.  

Following World War II, the Japanese population who once called Fish Harbor home did not return to Terminal Island and the 
function of Fish Harbor, including Tuna Street transformed from the fishing and canning industries to an industrialized, container 
shipping use. At this time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street and elsewhere in the immediate area were demolished or altered 
to accommodate the new uses. By the late 1940s the subject property housed Inspectors Seafood Company and Hackney Inspection 
Lab, among other industrial related businesses in later years (San Pedro and Wilmington City Directory 1946). It was probably at 
this time that Streamline Moderne façade was applied to the building. By 1950 the entire west side of Tuna Street between Fish 
Harbor and Cannery Street was occupied by large facilities operated by the French Sardine Company (later renamed StarKist).  
With the eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish Harbor and the immediate area 
dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea and StarKist facilities, were demolished. 
With the exterior changes made to the subject property over the years, only its basic form remains. It is currently occupied by 
Gregorio Aquatech Incorporated, a research company involved in aquaculture. 

Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing Village period of Fish Harbor, 
severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its period of significance. The wood cladding has been 
replaced with stucco and many of the original openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and 
windows have been replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an important 
event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance recognize the property as it exists 
today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 1 of the building’s current condition and Photograph 2 of the original A. 
Nakamura storefront (see DPR Page 5), the answer is most certainly “no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient 
integrity to reflect its historical associations with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but 
complete removal of the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of setting, 
feeling, and association. As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under Criterion 
A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for its associations with important persons. The design, 
materials, and workmanship of the building have also been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly 
unremarkable in its appearance and does not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant 
consideration under Criterion D/4. In addition, the property does not appear eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district 
because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical development. The property also does 
not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious compromised integrity issues.  

*B12. References: (Continuation)   
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; accessed 

October 4, 2011 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921 rev 1951, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; 

accessed October 4, 2011 
Waugh, Isami Ariguku, Alex Yamato, and Raymond Y. Okamura. “A History of Japanese Americans in California,” in Five Views: 

An Ethnic Sites Survey for California. Office of Historic Preservation, California Department of Parks and Recreation, 
Sacramento. 1988. 



State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 5 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  712-716 Tuna Street 
 
*Recorded by:  S. Treffers, S. Murray, and J. Ostashay *Date:  October 4, 2011   Continuation   Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

 

 
Photograph 1: Overview of 712-716 Tuna Street in 2011; view to the northeast  
 

 
Photograph 2: Original A. Nakamura Co. storefront, date unknown (Source: ryono.net) 
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Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Nicole Enciso 
Acting Marine Environmental Supervisor – CEQA, LAHD 

Margaret Roderick  
Architectural Historian, ICF 

October 5, 2021 

Final Historical Analysis of the Nanka Company Building (700–702 Tuna Street), 
Nakamura Company Building (712–716 Tuna Street), and the Thomas Fish Harbor 
Market (742–748 Tuna Street) (Reevaluation), Port of Los Angeles (APP# 210716-
528) 

The Port of Los Angeles (Port) Environmental Management Division requested reevaluation of the Nanka 
Company Building, the Nakamura Company Building, and the Thomas Fish Harbor Market on Tuna 
Street, Terminal Island, in accordance with the Port’s Built Environment Historic, Architectural, and 
Cultural Resource Policy. In 2011, the Port evaluated the three buildings in a report titled Built 
Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of 
Los Angeles, California (2011 evaluation). The 2011 evaluation concluded that all three buildings were 
ineligible because of a lack of integrity.  

This reevaluation records each resource on a Department of Parks and Recreation form that updates the 
description and significance sections. Each significance section has been updated as follows, as 
applicable to each resource:  

• Expanded Early Fish Harbor and Furusato (1915-–1945) context
• Inclusion of the Fish Harbor (1945–1985), One-Part Commercial Block (1900–1970), and

Moderne Architecture (1925–1959) contexts, previously prepared for another evaluation at Fish
Harbor

• Revised site histories that consider prewar and postwar history
• Detailed integrity assessment for each building
• Evaluation for National Register of Historic Places, California Register of Historical Resources,

and Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument eligibility, with consideration of both prewar and
postwar significance.

The reevaluation concluded that the Nanka and Nakamura Company Buildings are significant for their 
associations with Furusato but lack sufficient integrity to convey significance. Both buildings underwent 
major alterations after World War II. Those alterations are not associated with a significant history. In 
addition, the reevaluation concluded that the Thomas Fish Harbor Market is not associated with a 
significant history, and its integrity has been diminished. In conclusion, all three buildings were found 
ineligible for the NRHP or the CRHR or as an HCM because of a lack of integrity. 
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700–702 Tuna Street 
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P3a. Description  
The Nanka Company Building is at the southeast corner of Tuna and Cannery Streets at the Port of Los Angeles’s (Port’s) 
Fish Harbor on Terminal Island (Figure 1). Tuna Street extends two blocks between Terminal Way, to the north, and 
Wharf Street/Fish Harbor, to the south. The blocks surrounding the Nanka Company Building to the northwest, west, and 
southwest are vacant and enclosed by fencing. To the east and southeast, on the same block as the Nanka Company 
Building, are other buildings, including the stucco-clad, Moderne-styled Nakamura Company Building, which is next door. 
A narrow walkway, fronted by a stucco-clad wall with a plywood-covered opening, separates the two buildings. Farther to 
the south but on the same block is the stucco-clad Thomas Fish Harbor Market Building from 1946. The 1971 Van Camp 
Sea Food Company property is to the east, behind the Nanka Company Building. The block with the four buildings is 
directly adjacent to Wharf Street/Fish Harbor. 
 

 

Figure 1: Primary (southeast) and side (northwest) elevations.  
Walkway between two buildings shown at far right. ICF, 2021. 

Exterior 
Set on a corner with zero setback and featuring an asymmetrical primary elevation, the Nanka Company Building rises one 
story to the northwest and two stories to the southeast. Fronted by a parapet, the rectangular building is capped by a flat 
roof. A shallow-pitch gabled skylight with wired glass punctuates the roof. Non-original stucco clads the building, which, 
according to historic photographs, originally had horizontal wood siding. A concrete sidewalk, flush with the street, separates 
the building from the curb. The streetscape lacks trees or vegetation. 
 

The primary (southwest) elevation (Figure 2), facing Tuna Street, is divided into two sections. The symmetrical northwest 
section rises one story and contains three bays. The center bay consists of a recessed entrance with angled walls that 
contain one window opening and one door opening (Figure 3). Non-original plywood covers the window and door. The 
flanking bays originally contained large rectangular window openings. A multi-light transom extends across the three bay’s 
fenestration. Two louvered vents are located above. The northwest window contains a fixed divided light, which has been 
covered by non-original plywood (Figures 4 and 5). The southeast opening has been filled with non-original stucco, and a 
“No Trespassing” sign has been posted. The southeast section rises two stories. The first story contains one bay with a 
rectangular opening and a pair of non-original doors (Figure 6). The second story of the southeast section lacks fenestration. 
A non-original metal downspout divides the two sections. 
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Figure 2: Primary (southwest) elevation. ICF, 2021. 

 

  

Figure 3 [left]: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing recessed entrance and transom. ICF, 2021. 

Figure 4 [right]: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing first bay with boarded storefront. ICF, 2021. 
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Figure 3 [left]: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing wood at storefront. ICF, 2021. 

Figure 4 [right]: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing entrance at southeasternmost bay. ICF, 2021. 

 
The secondary elevation (northwest), addressing Cannery Street, lacks fenestration and presents as a blank stucco wall 
(Figure 7). The primary elevation’s parapet wraps around to the Cannery Street elevation and steps down. Not visible 
from Cannery Street because of its deep setback, the two-story portion of the building contains two evenly spaced 
rectangular window openings, which have been boarded up from the interior (Figure 8). One opening features one-over-
one, double-hung wooden sashes; the other is missing its sashes. 
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Figure 5 [left]: Side (northwest) elevation, first story. ICF, 2021. 

Figure 6 [right]: Side (northwest) elevation, second story. ICF, 2021. 

 
The rear (northeast) elevation features irregularly spaced fenestration, including one window opening with non-original 
aluminum sashes and a louvered vent in the two-story section and a door; a rectangular clerestory window opening with a 
single lightwood sash; a square opening, which has been covered by plywood from the interior; and two louvered vents in 
the one-story section (Figure 9). 
 

 

Figure 7: Rear (northeast) elevation. ICF, 2021. 
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The southeast elevation is not visible from the public right-of-way. A narrow walkway separates the Nanka Company 
Building’s southeast elevation from the Nakamura Company Building’s northwest elevation. A non-original stucco-clad 
wall and door opening, covered by plywood, prevents access to the walkway.  
 
Interior 
 
The Nanka Company Building’s interior spatial organization and most finishes are non-original. The space is organized 
around a non-original tile-clad hallway that extends from the main storefront entrance to the building’s rear where a 
bathroom and a kitchenette are situated. Rooms and spaces defined by non-original partition walls with non-original 
carpet-clad floors flank the hallway (Figure 10). Non-original drop ceilings are evident throughout. Original features are 
limited to storefront fenestration (in the northwesternmost bay only), a ribbon window that extends across the northwest 
section’s three bays (covered with plywood), and a skylight with wired glass above the non-original kitchenette space 
(Figures 11 and 12). 
 

 

Figure 8: Interior, showing hallway from  
door and side rooms/partitions. ICF, 2021. 
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Figure 9: Interior, showing room with boarded  
storefront and transom. ICF, 2021. 

 

 

Figure 10: Interior, showing partition walls and skylight  
with wired glass toward rear of building. ICF, 2021. 
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B10. Significance  
This section provides a summary of a previous evaluation, historic context statements, and an evaluation of the Nanka 
Company Building.  
 

Previous Record 
In 2011, the Port evaluated the Nanka Company Building in a report titled Built Environment Evaluation Report of 
Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of Los Angeles, California (2011 evaluation). The 
2011 evaluation included Port history, a short site history of the building, and a National Register of Historic Places/ 
California Register of Historical Resources (NRHP/CRHR) evaluation. It concluded that the Nanka Company Building 
(recorded as 700 Tuna Street) was ineligible for the NRHP or the CRHR or as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument 
(HCM), although it did not step through the HCM criteria.1  
 

Current Evaluation  
The Port’s Built Environment Historic, Architectural, and Cultural Resource Policy (Cultural Policy) indicates that the Port 
maintains a list of the Port’s historical resources and that the Port reevaluates resources every five years. In accordance 
with the Cultural Policy, the Port reevaluated the Nanka Company Building. This document provides an updated historic 
context statement that focuses on Fish Harbor’s history, both before and after World War II, and a new context on building 
type, a site history developed from resources not previously available, and a reevaluation, including NRHP, CRHR, and 
HCM criteria. The reevaluation has the same conclusion as the 2011 report: ineligible for the NRHP or the CRHR or as an 
HCM because of a lack of integrity.  
 

Context  
Fish Harbor: Early History and Furusato (1915–1945)  
The City of Los Angeles (City) Board of Harbor Commissioners (Harbor Commission) constructed a dredged basin and 
enlarged breakwater in 1915 and 1916, forming what became known as “Fish Harbor.” As early as 1912, the Harbor 
Commission sought to construct a harbor for use by the fishing industry. The Harbor Commission hired E. P. Goodrich, an 
expert port planner and engineer, to help with plans for this industry-specific harbor. However, the Harbor Commission 
determined that Goodrich’s suggestions regarding this harbor were not sufficient. Further action was not taken until 1914, 
when the Harbor Commission adopted plans to construct “fisherman’s harbor.”2 
 

Prior to the construction of Fish Harbor, fishing and canning activities took place throughout the Port, including at Terminal 
and Mormon Islands. Wilbur Wood, former superintendent of the California Fish Company, established the California 
Tunny Canning Company in 1912 along the westside of the Main Channel on Terminal Island.3 Entrepreneurs established 
the United Tuna Packers in 1913 and the Stafford-Crandall Packing & Fishing Company in 1915 on Mormon Island’s 
eastside, at present-day Berth 180–181. These businesses provided modest local housing for their workers in areas 
directly adjacent to their canneries.4 

 
1 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report of Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and 
County of Los Angeles, California (Los Angeles, CA: Los Angeles Harbor Department, December 2011), 25.  
2 They Turn Down Experts Plans,” Los Angeles Times (November 28, 1912):28; “Plans Adopted for Fish Harbor,” Los Angeles Times 
(December 31, 1914):20.  
3 Charles F. Queenan, The Port of Lost Angeles: From Wilderness to World Port (Los Angeles: Los Angeles Harbor Department, 1983), 59; Los 
Angeles Harbor Department, Timeline of the Fishing Industry in Los Angeles Harbor (Los Angeles, CA: Los Angeles Harbor Department, nd), 1, 
accessed September 17, 2021, https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.562.9409&rep=rep1&type=pdf. 
4 “Incorporations,” Los Angeles Times (September 23, 1913):22; “New Tuna Company Buys Monarch Plant,” San Pedro News-Pilot 
(December 31, 1915):3; Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, Los Angeles Vol. 19 (1921), Sheet 1999b. 
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The subject property is an altered one and two-story, commercial building located in the Fish Harbor area of Terminal Island at the 
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door on the two-story portion. South of the original recessed entry on the one-story portion of the building the glass storefront has 
been infilled with a stucco wall. The austere north and south side elevations of the one-story portion of the building are devoid of 
fenestration, while the east (rear) elevation and the north and rear walls of the second story are punctuated with wood-framed sash 
and non-original aluminum sliders. (See Continuation Sheet) 
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 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 700-702 Tuna Street 
B1. Historic Name:     
B2.    Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  Dry Goods Store  B4.  Present Use:  Industrial 

*B5. Architectural Style: Commercial, Vernacular 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

Built in 1918 (Los Angeles Building Permit #1918LA02674); alterations: partial infill of storefront and addition of stucco 
cladding to exterior walls (post-1941). 
*B7. Moved?  No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
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B9a.  Architect:  Unknown b.  Builder:  Unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Port Worker Commercial Resources Area:  Fish Harbor, Terminal Island, POLA 

Period of Significance:  1918-1942 Property Type:  Commercial Retail Applicable Criteria:  N/A 
 
Built in 1918, the subject property was the former site of the Nanka Company Dry Goods Store, one of many Japanese-American 
businesses located on Tuna Street in the years before World War II. Also named Nanka Shokai, or “Southern California Store,” the 
subject property was the only clothing store in the area, and was particularly popular with the women of Fish Harbor (Ryono). 
Though the owner of the store is unknown, the Nanka Company appears to have served the Fish Harbor community for over 
three decades, which by 1940 had grown to a population of approximately 3,000 (Waugh et al. 1988). 
(See Continuation Sheet) 
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Rebecca Shrimpton. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 1990 (revised for internet 2002). Available at: 
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Ryono, Chikao Robert. “Although Patriotic, We Were Drydocked,” at http://ryono.net/terminalisland/culture1.htm. Accessed 
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libraryarchive/. Accessed October 4, 2011. 
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Waugh, Isami Ariguku, Alex Yamato, and Raymond Y. Okamura. “A 
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Sacramento. 1988. 
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*P3a.  Description: (Continuation) 
The building appears to be physically connected to the adjacent building to the south (712-716 Tuna Street); however, a non-
original false stuccoed wall with an access door set flush between the primary (west) elevations of both buildings hides a small 
pedestrian alley that separates both parcels and improvements. Alterations to the property include the addition of stucco cladding, 
the extension and modification of the parapet wall along the front (west) elevations, the partial infill of the storefront glazing, and 
the inappropriate replacement of the original wood and glazed entry door on the primary (west) elevation, the replacement of 
some sash wood-frame windows with aluminum sliders, the second floor addition over the southern third of the original one-story 
building, and the modification of the double door and opening within the front wall of the two-story addition. 
 
*B10. Significance: (Continuation) 
The development of Fish Harbor and the fishing and canning industries it attracted, resulted in the formation of a distinctive 
Japanese American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village period). These individuals worked 
primarily as commercial fisherman or at the nearby canneries. The first (Issei) and second (Nisei) generation Japanese and Japanese 
American developed a distinctive hybrid dialect and culture unique to the Port, and many of them lived in near isolation from the 
rest of Los Angeles and Long Beach. The commercial heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna 
Street, which was lined with restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the Nanka Company Dry Goods Store. However, 
with the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the residential character of Fish Harbor dramatically changed. Beginning in 1942, the entire 
Japanese American population of Terminal Island was forcibly relocated to internment camps and nearly all their homes and 
businesses were razed.  
 
Following World War II, the Japanese population who once called Fish Harbor home did not return to Terminal Island and the 
function of Fish Harbor, including Tuna Street transformed from the fishing and canning industries to an industrialized, container 
shipping use. At this time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street and elsewhere in the immediate area were demolished or 
extensively altered to accommodate the new uses. By the late 1940s the subject property housed the Harbor Sheet Metal Works 
business, electrical contractors and the Sunhill Electric Company among other industrial related businesses in later years (San 
Pedro and Wilmington City Directory 1946). It was probably at this time that many of the changes to the building occurred 
including the partial infill of the storefront and the addition of stucco cladding to the exterior lap wood surfaces. By 1950 the entire 
west side of Tuna Street between Fish Harbor and Cannery Street was occupied by large facilities operated by the French Sardine 
Company (later renamed StarKist).  With the eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish 
Harbor and the immediate area dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea and 
StarKist facilities, were demolished. With the exterior changes made to the subject property over the years, only its basic form 
remains. It is currently occupied by Wescotek, Inc. a food industry consultant. 
 
Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing Village period of Fish Harbor, 
severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its period of significance. The wood cladding has been 
replaced with stucco and many of the original openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and 
windows have been replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an important 
event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance recognize the property as it exists 
today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 1 of the building’s current condition to Photograph 2 of the original Nanka Co. 
storefront (see DPR Page 5), the answer is most certainly “no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient integrity to 
reflect its historical associations with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but complete 
removal of the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of setting, feeling, 
and association.  As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the National or California registers under 
Criterion A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for its associations with important persons. The 
design, materials, and workmanship of the building have also been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly 
unremarkable in its appearance and does not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant 
consideration under Criterion D/4.  In addition, the property does not appear to be eligible as a contributor to a larger historic 
district because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical development. The property also 
does not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious compromised integrity issues.  
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Photograph 1: Overview of 700-702 Tuna Street in 2011; view to the northeast 
 

 
Photograph 2: Original Nanka Co. storefront, date unknown (Source: ryono.net) 
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P3a. Description 
The modest Nakamura Company Building is at the Port of Los Angeles’s (Port’s) Fish Harbor on Terminal Island, on the 
northeast side of Tuna Street between Cannery Street, to the northwest, and Wharf Street and Fish Harbor, to the 
southeast (Figure 1). Tuna Street extends two blocks between Terminal Way, to the north, and Wharf Street/Fish Harbor, 
to the south. A fence encompasses an entire vacant block to the southwest, across Tuna Street. The Nakamura Company 
Building rests between the vernacular, stucco-clad Nanka Company Building, to the northwest, and the vernacular, 
stucco-clad Thomas Fish Harbor Market, to the southeast. A narrow walkway separates the Nakamura and Nanka 
Company Buildings; the Nakamura Company Building and the Thomas Fish Harbor Market are separated by 
approximately 30 feet. The 1971 concrete block Van Camp Sea Food Company property is to the east, behind the 
Nakamura Company Building. The block with the four buildings is directly adjacent to Wharf Street/Fish Harbor. 
 

 

Figure 1: Primary (southwest) elevation, with Nanka Company Building to the left. ICF, 2021.  

 
Exterior 
Featuring zero setback and an asymmetrical elevation, the building’s primary (southwest) elevation addresses Tuna Street. 
The modest, one-part commercial block rectangular-plan building, dating originally circa 1921, with Moderne alterations 
dating to the mid-1940s, rises one story; a parapet conceals the medium-pitched front-gabled and shed roofs. Non-original 
stucco clads the building, which, according to historic photographs, originally had horizontal wood siding. A concrete 
sidewalk, flush with the street, separates the building from the curb. The streetscape lacks trees or vegetation. 
 
The primary (southwest) elevation is divided into two sections (Figure 2).The larger, symmetrically composed northwest 
section contains three bays. Glass block ribbon windows in the flanking outer bays curve toward a recessed slab door, 
secured with plywood, that forms the building’s primary entrance in the center bay (Figure 3 and 4). A secondary recessed 
entrance with curved walls forms the southeast section of the primary elevation (Figure 5). A shallow cantilevered porch 
hood extends the length of the elevation, across both sections. Two stepped pilasters extend from the porch hood and 
curve over the parapet above the primary entrance. This design emphasizes the primary entrance and evokes the pylon-
like entrances that were common in Moderne architecture (Figure 6). 
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Figure 2: Primary (southwest) elevation. ICF, 2021. 

 

  

Figure 3 [left]: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing recessed entrance. ICF, 2021. 

Figure 4 [right]: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing glass block windows. ICF, 2021. 
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Figure 5: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing southeast bay. ICF, 2021. 

 

 

Figure 6: Primary (southwest) elevation, showing three northwestern bays. ICF, 2021. 
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The side (southeast) elevation has irregularly placed fenestration, including two non-original window openings with non-
original aluminum sliding sashes and one original window opening with an original wooden sash set deeply into the wall 
(Figure 7). The elevation also shows signs of an infilled door opening and window openings. The primary elevation’s 
parapet wraps around to the southeast elevation and steps down. Two additional rooflines, both with shallow overhanging 
eaves, complete the elevation.  
 

 

Figure 7: Side (southeast) elevation. ICF, 2021. 

 
The rear (northeast) elevation has a shallow U-shape, with a center recession flanked by two projections (Figure 8). The 
elevation features irregularly placed fenestration, including door and window openings. Both doors, covered by plywood, 
are original wood and glass panel doors (Figure 9). Windows, covered by plywood but visible from the building’s interior, 
include original wooden sash windows and non-original aluminum sash replacement windows. A louvered vent provides 
ventilation in the gable, which is set back from a lower shed roof. A shallow-pitched shed roof extends the length of the 
elevation and caps both projections and the open space between them. 
 
The side (northwest) elevation is not visible from the public right-of-way because a non-original wall and door opening, 
covered by plywood, prevents access to the narrow walkway between the Nakamura Company and Nanka Company 
Buildings.  
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Figure 8: Rear (northeast) elevation. ICF, 2021. 

 

 

Figure 9: Rear (northeast) elevation, showing original panel door. ICF, 2021. 
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Interior 
The Nakamura Company Building’s interior is not original to the building’s construction, circa 1921, but dates to the late 
1940s when an owner applied the Moderne-styled exterior (Figures 10 to 12).1 Full- and partial-height wood and glass 
partition walls and full-height solid walls, clad with wood wainscoting and acoustic tile, divide the interior into a series of 
rectangular volumes, each a different size. Brick-patterned laminate flooring covers much of the interior floor, and acoustic 
tile covers the ceiling. The wood and glass partition walls confine entry to a foyer upon entry from the primary entrance 
(associated with the northwest section of the building’s exterior). The foyer contains a counter set atop an unpainted wood 
wall and a small rectangular space with one glass-block ribbon window southeast of the entrance (Figure 10). A large 
volume is located to the northwest and separated from the foyer by a full-height wood and glass partition wall, with a door 
opening that is missing a door (Figure 11). The large room contains green carpet, in addition to the wood wainscoting and 
acoustic tile found elsewhere in the building. One glass-block ribbon window along the southwest wall and two clerestory 
hopper or awning windows along the northwest wall complete the room. In the foyer, opposite the primary entrance, a 
door marked “private,” set within a partial-height partition wall, leads into another large room with built-in cabinets and an 
original porcelain sink (Figure 12). On either side of the sink, doors access enclosed rooms to the right and left. This room 
as well as the side rooms feature brick-patterned laminate flooring, wood wainscoting, and acoustic tile cladding.  
 

 

Figure 10: Interior, entry room. ICF, 2021.  

 

 
1 Margaret Roderick, Visual Inspection, August 17, 2021; “Tuna St. Shops To Be Rebuilt,” San Pedro News-Pilot (April 20, 1946):7; 
LADBS Permit No. 1948SP00395. 
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Figure 11: Interior, entry room and office room to the northwest. ICF, 2021. 

 

 

Figure 12: Interior, back room. ICF, 2021. 
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*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   
The subject property is a one-story, wood-frame commericial building located at the north end of Terminal Island’s Fish Harbor 
area, in the Port of Los Angeles. Built in 1918 as a horizontal lap sided vernacular style commercial shop with false front, single 
entry, and large storefront window, the building was expanded and modified in 1921, 1923, and 1930. Though no permits are on 
file, it appears that the design of the structure was modified into the Streamline Moderne idiom sometime following 1941. The now 
stucco clad building is square in plan and features a façade that integrates  the Streamline styling popular at the time. Hidden 
behind a parapet wall that runs the length of the primary (west) elevation is a low-pitch front facing gable roof and a shed roof that 
covers an early addition made to the south side of the building in 1921. Characteristic of the Streamline Moderne-style, the primary 
(west) elevation features a long horizontal projecting band that runs the width of the façade, glass tile block windows, and curved 
walls at the two entrances. The primary entrance is situated to the north and is identified by glass tile blocks and decorative 
vertical step banding above the horizontal projection that wraps over the parapet wall. Both the primary and secondary entrances 
are along the west elevation, set atop a single concrete step with metal sheathed solid panel doors that feature mail slots and 
transoms. The rear (east) elevation has been altered by the addition of two small projecting wings, the north capped with an 
irregular gable roof and the south crowned by a shed roof. Wood-frame sash and aluminum-frame sliders punctuate the back 
(east) of the property. There are also numerous wood-frame windows and aluminum sliders of varying sizes on the  south and 
north elevations.  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 

*P4.  Resources Present: Building  Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View northeast, October 8, 2011,  
Photograph 102011(2).jpg 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic    Prehistoric    Both 
1923, Los Angeles Building Permit #53272  

*P7.  Owner and Address:  
Port of Los Angeles  
425 Palos Verdes Street 
San Pedro, CA 90733 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
Steven Treffers and Sam Murray 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
150 S. Arroyo Parkway, 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA  91105 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  August 24, 2011 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Built Environment Evaluation Report for Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of Los Angeles, 
California (SWCA Environmental Consultants 2011). 
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Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other (List): 
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  5 *NRHP Status Code   6Z 

 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 712-716 Tuna Street 
B1. Historic Name:    Nakamura Company 
B2.    Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  Store and Residence  B4.  Present Use:  Industrial 

*B5. Architectural Style: Commercial, Vernacular 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   

Built in 1923 (Los Angeles Building Permit #53272). Alterations: addition of Streamline Moderne façade (post-1941).  
*B7. Moved?  No Yes Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 

*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  William F. Durr b.  Builder:  A. Nakamura 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Port Worker Commercial Resources Area:  Fish Harbor, Terminal Island, POLA 

Period of Significance:  1918-1942 Property Type:  Commercial Retail Applicable Criteria:  N/A 
 
Built in 1923, the subject property was the former site of the A. Nakamura Company Grocery Store; and while the building permit 
lists the owner and contractor as K. Nakamura, this is most likely Akimatsu Nakamura, owner of the business which would 
occupy the building from its construction until 1942. A. Nakamura became an American citizen in 1911 and operated a grocery 
store beginning in 1918 at an earlier building located at the same site as the subject property. The extant building was designed by 
William F. Durr, a local designer responsible for a number of industrial buildings in the area including the nearby South Coast 
Fisheries Cannery which was located at 821 Ways Street (Jones & Stokes 2008). The A. Nakamura Company was one of many 
grocery stores at Fish Harbor including Murakami Company (110 Terminal Way), Tanishita (779 Tuna Street), and Maeda Ben (721 
Tuna Street). 
(See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
Andrus, Patrick W. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. National Register Bulletin No. 15. Edited by 

Rebecca Shrimpton. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 1990 (revised for internet 2002). Available at: 
http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/ 
nrb15/. Accessed December 27, 2011. 

Ancestry.com. “1930 United States Federal Census,” in Ancestry.com at http://search.ancestry.com/cgi 
bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=123786792. Accessed October 4, 2011. 

City of Los Angeles Building Permits, Various. On file City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Planning.  
Jones & Stokes. Final Architectural Survey and Evaluation of the 

Chicken of the Sea Plant, 338 Cannery Street Terminal Island 
Port of Los Angeles. Prepared for the Los Angeles Harbor 
Department. 2008. 

Preserving California’s Japantowns. “Terminal Island.” Accessed from 
http://www.californiajapantowns.org/survey/index.php/co
mponent/mtree/los-angeles-region/terminal-island. Accessed 
October 4, 2011. 

San Pedro and Wilmington Classified Telephone Directory, 1946. From 
Torrance Library at 
http://www.torranceca.gov/libraryarchive/. Accessed 
October 4, 2011. 

 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:    Steven Treffers and Jan Ostashay 

*Date of Evaluation:   October 4, 2011 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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*P3a.  Description: (Continuation) 
The building appears to be physically connected to the adjacent building to the north (700 Tuna Street); however, a non-original 
false stuccoed wall with an access door  set flush between the primary (west) elevations of both buildings hides a small pedestrian 
alley that separates both parcels and improvements. The subject property is enclosed at the rear (east) by a metal chain link fence 
topped with barbed wire and affronts Tuna Street with minimal setback. Alterations to the property include room additions to the 
south (side) and east (rear) elevations; replacement of original wood-frame windows with aluminum sliders; the application of 
stucco over the original wood lap siding; the replacement of the original entry doors with solid plain contemporary panel doors; 
the reconfiguration of the front storefront design into a Streamline Moderne style façade; the addition of exposed utility 
equipments on exterior walls surfaces (south, east, and north elevations); and the infill of the door transoms.  

*B10. Significance: (Continuation)   

The development of Fish Harbor and the fishing and canning industries it attracted, resulted in the formation of a distinctive 
Japanese American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village period). These individuals worked 
primarily as commercial fisherman or at the nearby canneries. The first (Issei) and second (Nisei) generation Japanese and Japanese 
American developed a distinctive hybrid dialect and culture unique to the Port, and many of them lived in near isolation from the 
rest of Los Angeles and Long Beach. The commercial heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna 
Street, which was lined with  shops, restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the subject property. However, with the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the residential character of Fish Harbor dramatically changed. Beginning in 1942, the entire 
Japanese American population of Terminal Island was forcibly relocated to internment camps and nearly all their homes and 
businesses were razed.  

Following World War II, the Japanese population who once called Fish Harbor home did not return to Terminal Island and the 
function of Fish Harbor, including Tuna Street transformed from the fishing and canning industries to an industrialized, container 
shipping use. At this time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street and elsewhere in the immediate area were demolished or altered 
to accommodate the new uses. By the late 1940s the subject property housed Inspectors Seafood Company and Hackney Inspection 
Lab, among other industrial related businesses in later years (San Pedro and Wilmington City Directory 1946). It was probably at 
this time that Streamline Moderne façade was applied to the building. By 1950 the entire west side of Tuna Street between Fish 
Harbor and Cannery Street was occupied by large facilities operated by the French Sardine Company (later renamed StarKist).  
With the eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish Harbor and the immediate area 
dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea and StarKist facilities, were demolished. 
With the exterior changes made to the subject property over the years, only its basic form remains. It is currently occupied by 
Gregorio Aquatech Incorporated, a research company involved in aquaculture. 

Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing Village period of Fish Harbor, 
severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its period of significance. The wood cladding has been 
replaced with stucco and many of the original openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and 
windows have been replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an important 
event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance recognize the property as it exists 
today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 1 of the building’s current condition and Photograph 2 of the original A. 
Nakamura storefront (see DPR Page 5), the answer is most certainly “no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient 
integrity to reflect its historical associations with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but 
complete removal of the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of setting, 
feeling, and association. As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under Criterion 
A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for its associations with important persons. The design, 
materials, and workmanship of the building have also been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly 
unremarkable in its appearance and does not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant 
consideration under Criterion D/4. In addition, the property does not appear eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district 
because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical development. The property also does 
not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious compromised integrity issues.  

*B12. References: (Continuation)   
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; accessed 

October 4, 2011 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921 rev 1951, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; 

accessed October 4, 2011 
Waugh, Isami Ariguku, Alex Yamato, and Raymond Y. Okamura. “A History of Japanese Americans in California,” in Five Views: 

An Ethnic Sites Survey for California. Office of Historic Preservation, California Department of Parks and Recreation, 
Sacramento. 1988. 
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DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

*P3a.  Description: (Continuation) 
The building appears to be physically connected to the adjacent building to the north (700 Tuna Street); however, a non-original 
false stuccoed wall with an access door  set flush between the primary (west) elevations of both buildings hides a small pedestrian 
alley that separates both parcels and improvements. The subject property is enclosed at the rear (east) by a metal chain link fence 
topped with barbed wire and affronts Tuna Street with minimal setback. Alterations to the property include room additions to the 
south (side) and east (rear) elevations; replacement of original wood-frame windows with aluminum sliders; the application of 
stucco over the original wood lap siding; the replacement of the original entry doors with solid plain contemporary panel doors; 
the reconfiguration of the front storefront design into a Streamline Moderne style façade; the addition of exposed utility 
equipments on exterior walls surfaces (south, east, and north elevations); and the infill of the door transoms.  

*B10. Significance: (Continuation)   

The development of Fish Harbor and the fishing and canning industries it attracted, resulted in the formation of a distinctive 
Japanese American community in the early twentieth century (Japanese Fishing Village period). These individuals worked 
primarily as commercial fisherman or at the nearby canneries. The first (Issei) and second (Nisei) generation Japanese and Japanese 
American developed a distinctive hybrid dialect and culture unique to the Port, and many of them lived in near isolation from the 
rest of Los Angeles and Long Beach. The commercial heart of the community was a small but vigorous commercial core on Tuna 
Street, which was lined with  shops, restaurants, barber shops, and pool halls, including the subject property. However, with the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the residential character of Fish Harbor dramatically changed. Beginning in 1942, the entire 
Japanese American population of Terminal Island was forcibly relocated to internment camps and nearly all their homes and 
businesses were razed.  

Following World War II, the Japanese population who once called Fish Harbor home did not return to Terminal Island and the 
function of Fish Harbor, including Tuna Street transformed from the fishing and canning industries to an industrialized, container 
shipping use. At this time, many of the buildings on Tuna Street and elsewhere in the immediate area were demolished or altered 
to accommodate the new uses. By the late 1940s the subject property housed Inspectors Seafood Company and Hackney Inspection 
Lab, among other industrial related businesses in later years (San Pedro and Wilmington City Directory 1946). It was probably at 
this time that Streamline Moderne façade was applied to the building. By 1950 the entire west side of Tuna Street between Fish 
Harbor and Cannery Street was occupied by large facilities operated by the French Sardine Company (later renamed StarKist).  
With the eventual demise of the canning industry in the 1970s, the built environment of Fish Harbor and the immediate area 
dramatically changed as most of the adjacent facilities, including the Chicken of the Sea and StarKist facilities, were demolished. 
With the exterior changes made to the subject property over the years, only its basic form remains. It is currently occupied by 
Gregorio Aquatech Incorporated, a research company involved in aquaculture. 

Although the subject property has a direct physical and tangible association to the Japanese Fishing Village period of Fish Harbor, 
severe alterations to the building have left it totally unrecognizable to its period of significance. The wood cladding has been 
replaced with stucco and many of the original openings and windows have been enclosed or seriously altered. All of the doors and 
windows have been replaced. NRHP Bulletin No. 15 describes a basic integrity test for a property associated with an important 
event or person: would a historical contemporary from the property’s period of significance recognize the property as it exists 
today (Andrus 2002)? When comparing Photograph 1 of the building’s current condition and Photograph 2 of the original A. 
Nakamura storefront (see DPR Page 5), the answer is most certainly “no.” It is clear that the property does not possess sufficient 
integrity to reflect its historical associations with the Japanese Fishing Village and period of significance. In addition, the all but 
complete removal of the surrounding built environment has seriously affected the building’s historical integrity in terms of setting, 
feeling, and association. As a result, the subject property does not appear eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under Criterion 
A/1 for its associations with important events or under Criterion B/2 for its associations with important persons. The design, 
materials, and workmanship of the building have also been seriously affected. The building in its current state is fairly 
unremarkable in its appearance and does not appear eligible under C/3 for its architecture. No evidence was discovered to warrant 
consideration under Criterion D/4. In addition, the property does not appear eligible as a contributor to a larger historic district 
because there is not a significant concentration of buildings united historically by physical development. The property also does 
not appear to be eligible for local designation because of obvious compromised integrity issues.  

*B12. References: (Continuation)   
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; accessed 

October 4, 2011 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Maps, Los Angeles, 1921 rev 1951, Vol. 19, Sheet 1910. Available at the Los Angeles Public Library; 

accessed October 4, 2011 
Waugh, Isami Ariguku, Alex Yamato, and Raymond Y. Okamura. “A History of Japanese Americans in California,” in Five Views: 

An Ethnic Sites Survey for California. Office of Historic Preservation, California Department of Parks and Recreation, 
Sacramento. 1988. 



State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 5 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  712-716 Tuna Street 
 
*Recorded by:  S. Treffers, S. Murray, and J. Ostashay *Date:  October 4, 2011   Continuation   Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

 

 
Photograph 1: Overview of 712-716 Tuna Street in 2011; view to the northeast  
 

 
Photograph 2: Original A. Nakamura Co. storefront, date unknown (Source: ryono.net) 
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B10. Significance  
This section provides a summary of a previous evaluation, historic context statements, and an evaluation of the Nakamura 
Company Building.  
 

Previous Record 
In 2011, the Port evaluated the Nakamura Company Building in a report titled Built Environment Evaluation Report of 
Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and County of Los Angeles, California (2011 evaluation). The 
2011 evaluation included Port history, a short site history of the building, and a National Register of Historic Places/ 
California Register of Historical Resources (NRHP/CRHR) evaluation. It concluded that the Nakamura Company Building 
(recorded as 712–716 Tuna Street) was ineligible for the NRHP or the CRHR or as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument (HCM), although it did not step through the HCM criteria.2  
 

Current Evaluation  
The Port’s Built Environment Historic, Architectural and Cultural Resource Policy (Cultural Policy) indicates that the Port 
maintains a list of the Port’s historical resources and that the Port reevaluates resources every 5 years. In accordance 
with the Cultural Policy, the Port reevaluated the Nakamura Company Building. This document provides an updated 
historic context statement that focuses on Fish Harbor’s history, both before and after World War II, and a new context on 
building type, a site history developed from resources not previously available, and a reevaluation, including NRHP, 
CRHR, and HCM criteria. The reevaluation has the same conclusion as the 2011 report: ineligible for the NRHP or the 
CRHR or as an HCM because of a lack of both significance and integrity.  
 

Context  
Fish Harbor: Early History and Furusato (1915–1945) 
The City of Los Angeles (City) Board of Harbor Commissioners (Harbor Commission) constructed a dredged basin and 
enlarged breakwater in 1915 and 1916, forming what became known as “Fish Harbor.” As early as 1912, the Harbor 
Commission sought to construct a harbor for use by the fishing industry. The Harbor Commission hired E. P. Goodrich, an 
expert port planner and engineer, to help with plans for this industry-specific harbor. However, the Harbor Commission 
determined that Goodrich’s suggestions regarding this harbor were not sufficient. Further action was not taken until 1914, 
when the Harbor Commission adopted plans to construct “fisherman’s harbor.”3 
 

Prior to the construction of Fish Harbor, fishing and canning activities took place throughout the Port, including at Terminal 
and Mormon Islands. Wilbur Wood, former superintendent of the California Fish Company, established the California 
Tunny Canning Company in 1912 along the westside of the Main Channel on Terminal Island.4 Entrepreneurs established 
the United Tuna Packers in 1913 and the Stafford-Crandall Packing & Fishing Company in 1915 on Mormon Island’s 
eastside, at present-day Berth 180–181. These businesses provided modest local housing for their workers in areas 
directly adjacent to their canneries.5 

 
2 SWCA Environmental Consultants, Built Environment Evaluation Report of Properties on Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, City and 
County of Los Angeles, California (Los Angeles, CA: Los Angeles Harbor Department, December 2011), 25.  
3 They Turn Down Experts Plans,” Los Angeles Times (November 28, 1912):28; “Plans Adopted for Fish Harbor,” Los Angeles Times 
(December 31, 1914):20.  
4 Charles F. Queenan, The Port of Lost Angeles: From Wilderness to World Port (Los Angeles: Los Angeles Harbor Department, 1983), 59; Los 
Angeles Harbor Department, Timeline of the Fishing Industry in Los Angeles Harbor (Los Angeles, CA: Los Angeles Harbor Department, nd), 1, 
accessed September 17, 2021, https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.562.9409&rep=rep1&type=pdf. 
5 “Incorporations,” Los Angeles Times (September 23, 1913):22; “New Tuna Company Buys Monarch Plant,” San Pedro News-Pilot 
(December 31, 1915):3; Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, Los Angeles Vol. 19 (1921), Sheet 1999b. 
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In her book Fit to Be Citizens: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939, author Natalia Molina 
suggests that race shaped the city’s public health policies and determined the accessibility of health 
services to various communities. Public health officials often associated disease with immigrants and 
offered sensationalized reports that suggested diseases originated with immigrant populations. Public 
health officials deemed Chinese and Japanese as the least assimilable of the foreigners, which became 
the justification for denying Japanese public health services.81 
 
As a result, the Japanese community had to take care of their own. In 1908, Japanese immigrant doctors 
in Los Angeles included Dr. K. Ikeuchi (c. 1873-unknown) and Dr. Tagaki (dates unknown).82 By 1917, the 
number had grown to 13.83 To address the need for Japanese doctors, they were allowed to take the 
medical examination with the help of a translator. In 1918, Turner Street Hospital became known as the 
Southern California Japanese Hospital. Other institutions such as Fukui Mortuary (established in 1918; 
moved to 707 E. Temple Street) served generations of community members.84  
 
Between 1910 and 1915, the Japanese community began to expand into small enclaves outside of 
Downtown Los Angeles: Terminal Island, Boyle Heights, Uptown, Hollywood/Madison/J. Flats, Venice, 
and Pacoima/Sun Valley.85 As the Japanese married and started families, they sought less urban 
neighborhoods than Little Tokyo in which to raise their children. Most Issei rented existing bungalows in 
established neighborhoods open to non-whites.  

                                                           
81 Ibid. 
82 Mason and McKinstry, The Japanese of Los Angeles, 8. Birth and death dates unknown. 
83 Smith, Japanese American Midwives, 50. 
84 The Fukui Mortuary was located on Turner Street in 1939. Date of relocation to Temple Street not known. Building permits 
indicate a 1968 remodel/addition to the mortuary chapel by Japanese American architect Kazumi Adachi and a 1982 addition.  
85 Some of these communities were outside of the incorporated City of Los Angeles at this time. 

Japanese family on flower farm in the San Fernando Valley  
(“Telling Our Stories:  Japanese Americans in the San Fernando Valley, 1910s-1970s,” 
http://www.discovernikkei.org/en/nikkeialbum/albums/241/) 
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The largest suburban enclave outside of Little Tokyo was Terminal Island/Higashi (East) in San Pedro. 
The presence of Japanese fisherman in the area also known as Fish Harbor86 can be traced to the early 
1910s. They appear to have been drawn to the area as workers for the Southern Pacific Railroad in San 
Pedro before turning to abalone fishing. By 1912, there were enough Japanese fishermen to form a 
Japanese Camp on Timm’s Point.87  
 
Not long afterward, the Japanese single-handedly created California’s tuna fishing industry. Albacore 
tuna had never been caught commercially in California prior to the introduction of the hook-and-line 
method that Japanese fishermen began employing in 1912-13. Italian fishermen used nets that were 
fine for small sardines; tuna thrashed around in the nets creating blood spots on their flesh. In contrast, 
Japanese fishermen introduced the technique of chumming where live bait was dumped into the water 
luring schools of tuna to the boat. During the feeding frenzy, Japanese fishermen used barbless hooks on 
short bamboo poles to catch the tuna. Once they had a bite, the pole was snapped back tossing the tuna 
onto the deck. With these techniques, Japanese fishermen quickly “dominated the albacore industry.”88 
 
According to author Naomi Hirahara, “3,000 
Japanese lived at Terminal Island or Fish 
Island in some 330 houses almost identical in 
size and appearance except for long houses 
designed for multiple occupants.”89 
Differences in class were represented 
through interior decoration rather than 
exterior. The residences were typically two-
bedrooms with a porch and a small fenced-in 
yard, and rented for $6 per month. 
Bungalows were located along Tuna Street 
and Terminal Way. The fishing village also 
included a school, churches, and community 
meeting centers for social and sporting events. Residents had their own dialect known as Taminaru-ben 
(Terminal Island dialect), a blend of Japanese, English, and fishing terms. In 1916, the village saw a boost 
in population when Japanese relocated from the Santa Monica fishing village destroyed in a fire. 

  

                                                           
86 Engineer E.P. Goodrich developed a plan for transforming Fish Harbor into an efficient industrial area. Goodrich’s idea was to 
separate the fishing industry from the shipping industry so the residue of the packing industry would be carried seaward on the 
prevailing breezes. As a result, Goodrich built a large wharf, dredged and landfilled to reclaim 65 acres of land and 45 acres of 
anchorage to accommodate boats. Canneries were aligned along Wharf Street facing the ocean to receive incoming boats full of 
fish. 
87 Naomi Hirahara and Geraldine Knaz, Terminal Island: The Communities of Los Angeles Harbor (Los Angeles: Angel City Press, 
2015), 125. The site of Timm’s Point is California State Historical Landmark No. 384 and City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument No. 171.  
88 Ibid., 125. 
89 Ibid., 167. 

Fishermen hooking tuna on the fishing boat, "San Lucas." Terminal 
Island, CA, c. 1930s (Gift of Dentaro Tani, Japanese American 
National Museum [94.191.1]) 
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Terminal Island boasted the second largest commercial district of Japanese businesses in the city of Los 
Angeles. Tuna Street was the main commercial street, with businesses lining both the east and west 
sides of the street beginning in the 1910s.90 Cannery Street also housed a couple of cafes, a bait shop, 
and a few other stores.91 Another small cluster of businesses was located at the western end of Terminal 
Way at Seaside Drive. In many cases, the merchants lived at the stores. Only a couple of commercial 
buildings are extant at Fish Harbor as reminders of this once active community.92   

The area included a thriving industrial core. Canneries started moving to Fish Harbor in 1918. The first 
cannery established there in 1918 was the California Fish Company.93 Others followed including: Van 
Camp Seafood Company, the International Packing Company, Seacoast Cannery, American Tuna 
Company, French Sardine Company (which became Starkist), Franco-Italian Cannery, California Seafood 
Company, and White Star Canning Company (which first trademarked the phrase “Chicken of the Sea”). 
Cannery workers were typically Filipino men and the Japanese women who came to the village as 
picture brides. None of the canneries remain. 
 
Although most Japanese commercial businesses were concentrated on Terminal Island, a few businesses 
were scattered throughout downtown San Pedro. They included markets, barbers, cafes, and pool halls. 

                                                           
90 Nearly all buildings on Terminal Island were razed after incarceration. Only a couple of commercial buildings remain at 700-
702 Tuna Street and have been altered. 
91 California Japantowns’ website, Terminal Island, accessed December 9, 2016, www.californiajapantowns.org. 
92 In 2002, the Terminal Island Japanese Fishing Village Memorial was dedicated at 1124 S. Seaside Avenue in San Pedro.  
93 Originally founded on February 25, 1893 as the Southern California Fish Company. 

Japanese residences on Terminal Island, c. 1941 (USC Digital Library, Japanese American Relocation 
Digital Archive, 1941-1946) 
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A few of the buildings that housed these businesses, particularly, Japanese-operated markets remain 
such as the 1930s Garden Basket No. 2 at 1231 S. Pacific (later San Pedro Ballet School).  
 
San Pedro was also home to the premier resort for Southern California’s Japanese population: White 
Point Hot Springs Hotel (not extant).94 White Point Hot Springs was built by brothers Tojuro and Tajimi 
Tagami during the mid-teens on land previously leased to twelve Japanese American fishermen by 
Ramon Sepulveda. Discovery of a sulfur hot spring made the property attractive for its curative 
properties. The resort included a 50-room hotel, outdoor dance floor, restaurant, salt-water swimming 
pool, and boating area. 

Aside from Terminal Island, Boyle Heights, east of Downtown, was one of the city’s largest early 
Japanese American residential communities outside of Little Tokyo.95 The catalyst for Japanese 
settlement in Boyle Heights was the 1911 relocation of the Buddhist Temple to Savannah Street and a 
desire for a less urban environment in which to raise young families. The area also offered “the best 
selection of single-family housing untouched by restrictive covenants anywhere in the city.”96 A 
significant number of Japanese families moved to the area beginning in 1920.97 An important early 
remaining resource is the Magnolia House at 2516 E. 3rd Street, which opened in 1922 as a boarding 
house for girls of European and Japanese descent.98 
 

                                                           
94 The hotel was located at S. Western Avenue and West Paseo del Mar. An extant fountain is assumed to have been associated 
with the hotel.   
95 Koyoshi Uono. “The Factors Affecting the Geographical Aggregation and Dispersion of the Japanese Residents in the City of 
Los Angeles” (master’s thesis, University of Southern California, July 30, 1927), 133. 
96 Scott Kurashige, The Shifting Grounds of Race: Black and Japanese Americans in the Making of Multi-Ethnic Los Angeles 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2008), 42. 
97 Uono, “The Factors Affecting the Geographical Aggregation and Dispersion,” 132.  
98 The Queen Anne style residence was built for Los Angeles City Councilman E.L. Blanchard and is also a significant example of 
an intact late nineteenth century residence in Boyle Heights.  

Aerial view of White Point Hot Spring Hotel, August 1922 (Local History Collection, Palos Verdes 
Library District) 
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