
Rowley Residence First Owner/Tenant

8436 Hillrose Street 91040 7

8432-8442 Hillrose Street Sunland

2555-028-014 Montevista N/A Ptn 38

1904-06 None

Unknown Unknown

Single Family Residence Single Family Residence

Arroyo Stone Building 1 Rectangular

Stone Select

Stone, arroyo Select

Hipped Select

Composition shingle Select

Double-hung Fixed

Wood Wood

Centered Select

Paneled, unglazed Select



 Pre 1932 Stucco clad rear addition built.

     1936 House upgraded with new wiring, hardwood flooring, kitchen bathroom and interior walls.

     1988 Roof replaced.

     1998 Storage shed built.

     2006 Original barn replaced by new garage.

     

     

SurveyLA Sunland - Tujunga - Lake View Terrace

Shadow Hills - East View Ter. - Shadow Hills - East La Tuna Canyon

SurveyLA 3S; 3CS; 5S3



Marsha Perloff Little Landers Historical Society

10110 Commerce Avenue Tujunga CA

91042 213-422-0090 chownut@gmail.com

Armen Sarvari and Nanine Aghakiant

8436 Hillrose Street Sunland CA

91040 818-480-0015 narine78@yahoo.com

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com





Rowley Residence 

8436 Hillrose Avenue 

Architectural Description 
 

This single story stone house is designed in a square plan made up of 6 rooms built 
with a symmetrical facade under a flat rolled composition roof with wide open 
eaves, and irregular shaped stones composing the exterior walls.  The stone front 
porch is set to the right of the façade, wrapping around the right corner, giving the 
house an asymmetrical appearance.  The hipped composition roof with narrow 
closed eaves is almost pyramidal, with a pyramidal roofed dormer at the center, 
above the central front entrance.  A stone chimney is located at the center rear of 
the house. 
 
Architectural details include wooden double-hung windows with narrow wooden 
frames set in deep stone fenestrations.  A triangular shaped wooden bay is at the 
center of the Eastern facade, filled with fixed pane windows and clerestory 
windows.  A low concrete capped seat is also on the East façade, to the right of the 
bay, under a small casement window.  The centrally located multi-paneled wooden 
front door is flanked by two leaded glass, partly stained lights, The porch is 
assessed by a central low set of concrete capped stone stairs that is flanked by 
concrete capped stone stoops.  The porch is supported by five stone columns and 
has a concrete floor and a low concrete capped stone railing.  There are low arched 
basement vents at the base. 
 
Interior features include hardwood floors, paneled doors, wide baseboards and a 
stone fireplace with a Batchelder-style hearth. 
 
Additional structures include a stone garage (built in 2006), a wooden store room 
(Built in 1998), a stone barbeque and a stone fence at the property line. 
 
Summary 

 

8436 Hillrose Street embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Arroyo Stone 
architectural style, a rare sub-theme of the Arts and Crafts movement, making it a 
valuable resource for the study of early 20th century stone architecture in Los 
Angeles, and more specifically, as a noteworthy example of the vernacular 
architectural style of early 20th century Sunland. 
 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, identified the subject property 



as individually eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation 
programs, citing it as an excellent example of Arroyo Stone architecture. 
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Rowley Residence 
8436 Hillrose Street 

Significance Statement 

Erected in 1905 for Loron T. and Virginia F. Rowley, this single-story stone house was 
one of a number built in the Sunland/Tujunga area during the early part of the 20th 
Century.  The Rowleys were part of an influx of early pioneers in Sunland who were 
noted for both their independence and ingenuity.  The Rowley Family was a key part of 
the success of the early Sunland community, running the town’s general store which 
allowed the settlers to meet their needs in the young community, as well as serving as the 

As required by the Land Act of 1851, a claim for Rancho Tujunga was filed with 
the Public Land Commission in 1852, and the grant was patented to Alexander, Mellus 
and Olvera in 1874, although Alexander and Mellus had already sold their interest to 
Olvera in 1856.  In 1875, Olvera sold the entire Rancho Tujunga to Andrew  Glassell. 

Sunland was first established in March 1885, when 2,200 acres of Tejunga Park, an 
unrecorded tract known for its oak grove within the Rancho Tujunga, were divided into 
lots ranging from five to 40 acres under the name of “Monte Vista” by Sherman Page and 
Frederic C. Howes.  One of the first uses of the new tract was the planting of 40 acres of 
olives, which made it the largest olive orchard in Los Angeles County.  Advertisements 

postmaster for Sunland.  The house also displays a distinctive architectural style as an 
early stone house, therefore qualifying for Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument 
under criterion 3 as well as criterion 2. 

The land that was inhabited for centuries by the Tongva people who were renamed the 
Gabrieleños by the Spanish, due to their proximity to the San Gabriel Mission.  The area 
was a part of the 6.661 acre Rancho Tujunga, which was granted to brothers Francisco 
and Pedro Lopez by Mexican California governor Juan Alvarado in 1840. It was 
Francisco Lopez who was to first discover gold in Placerita Canyon in 1842.  In 1845 the 
Lopez brothers traded the Rancho Tujunga for the 388-acre (1.57 km2) Rancho 
Cahuenga owned by Miguel Triunfo, an Indian who had been employed at San Fernando 
Mission.  In 1850, Triunfo sold a half-interest in Rancho Tujunga back to Francisco 
Lopez, and then sold the other half-interest to Los Angeles merchants David W. 
Alexander and Francis Mellus. In 1851, Francisco Lopez sold his half-interest to Agustin 
Olvera. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Fernando_Rey_de_Espa%C3%B1a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_W._Alexander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Mellus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agustin_Olvera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Land_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_patent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Glassell
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for Monte Vista emphasized that the tract had “an abundant and reliable supply of water 
for irrigation and all purposes” both from the canyons above through multiple pressure 
pipes as well as “the purest water may be had in wells over a large portion of the tract at a 
depth at from twenty to forty feet”. 

In 1887, the Monte Vista Hotel was being served by the Sunland Post Office, which 
Loron Rowley was to take charge of, when appointed the first Postmaster in 1898.   By 
1906, the appellation "Sunland" was being used by the Los Angeles Times rather than 
"Monte Vista".  A 1907 story noted that Sunland was the "first supply store, and a good 
one, about seven miles from the railroad" at San Fernando, at the mouth of the Little 
Tejunga and Big Tejunga canyons (the old spelling). 

One of the earliest businesses in the new community was a general store, which Rowley 
opened there in 1885.  A native of Wisconsin, Loron Thomas Rowley was born in 
Portage on June 3, 1860.  His family moved to Freeborn, Minnesota about 5 years later, 
where he grew up.  He came to California in the early 1880s and originally settled in 
Downey, where his brother, Dr. Quintin John Rowley, had already homesteaded.  He 
soon joined another brother in the Hollywood Hills. 

The Rowley Brothers had first come to California from Minnesota to get away from the 
post-Civil War depression that still plagued the Midwest.  Loron joined his brothers in 
raising bees and selling honey.  It was in 1882 that he found his own land in what was 
then known as the Monte Vista Valley.  With the help of the original Verdugo family 
from the Rancho San Rafael, he was able to homestead 160 acres. 

Loron Rowley, according to local historian Cecile Page Vargo, “first wandered up to the 
hills of Tujunga North of the City of Los Angeles.  The buckboard was loaded with bee 
hives as they drove through washes and logging roads looking for a place to homestead 
and farm.  Their first home was a tent, complete with their bees and one horse, on 160 
acres now known as Seven Hills. 

“In addition to beehives, Loron raised cattle and found a market for the wood on his 
property.  The ever growing City of Los Angeles, some fifteen miles away, needed wood 
for steam boilers, heat and cooking.  An abundant supply of greasewood and pine trees of 
the foothills of the San Gabriels provided a lucrative business.” 

The wood ran out several years later, but by then the land developers and promoters had 
found the valley and the town of Monte Vista was beginning to grow.  So was Loron’s 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Vista_Hotel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tujunga_Wash
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tujunga_Wash
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family.  Loron married Virginia Florence Newcomb, from Missouri, on November 29, 
1893 at his brother Quintin’s home in Downey.  She had originally come to Sunland as 
the school teacher. 

By 1896, he opted to move closer into town to more fully operate his general store in 
Monte Vista.  Besides the general store and his now downsized farming business, he ran 
a freight and mail service which became a lifeline helping to connect the early Sunland 
pioneers to the outside world 
  
He and Virginia had their first born, a son named Eustace Arthur Rowley, on June 18, 
1896, while living at the Monte Vista Hotel, which Quintin bought in 1890, after the real 
estate boom crashed the previous year.  He was appointed postmaster for the new 
Sunland Post Office in 1898.  In 1900, Virginia was appointed to be the assistant 
postmaster.  Quintin, who had remained in Downey, sold the hotel in 1903 and Loron and 
his family moved back to their ranch house.   As it was too far from his business for an 
easy commute, he began looking for a property closer to town. 

The Rowleys purchased the 10-Acre North half of Lot 38 of Monte Vista, which was 
located immediately to the East of the town site.  Photos from the Rowley family 
document that the house looks the same today as it did when newly completed in 1906.  
Since Sunland, at that time, was County territory, there was no building permit issued for 
the house, so it is unknown if there was an architect or who the contractor was.  It does 
appear that it took over a year to build the house.  It is one of the earliest stone houses to 
be built in the area. 

At the time of construction, Hillrose Street was simply Hill Avenue and the house had no 
number.  The 1920 census shows the entire family living at 305 W. Central Avenue, in 
the Burbank Township, which was actually an address on the street to the rear of the 
house, which is now known as Fenwick Street.  It was 356 Hill Avenue by 1930.  The 
street name and address were eventually changed to 8436 Hillrose Street a few years after 
Sunland was annexed to the City of Los Angeles on August 4, 1926. 

The Rowleys were to ultimately have two sons and three daughters, who were all born in 
Sunland and raised in the stone house on Hillrose Street.  This street actually bisects Lot 
38 and did so on the original 1885 Tract map of Monte Vista.   Why the Rowleys used an 
address on Central rather than Hill is because the addresses were first assigned on 
Central, which passes through the Village of Monte Vista, which is immediately to the 
West of the Rowley property.  The addresses on Hill were not assigned until the 1920s. 
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The Rowley’s youngest child, daughter Clara Virginia Rowley, died at the age of 13 on 
January 16, 1922.  Virginia Rowley passed away on March 9, 1938 at the age of 68.  
Shortly after that, Loron Rowley opted to move in with his son, Robert, in Glendale.  The 
1940 census shows Marion, who was to never marry, her sister and brother-in-law, 
Dorothy and John McCollum and her brother Eustace living in the house.  Eustace was to 
die later that year.  Loron Rowley died at a care center in Pasadena on May 31, 1942, at 
the age of 81, after a long illness. 

The early records are inconsistent with Marion, probably due to her name.  Some show 
her as male, beginning with the 1910 census.  Subsequent censuses show her correctly as 
a woman.  She is also mentioned in her father’s obituary as his daughter.  She spent her 
working career as a Glendale City Librarian.  In 1936 she took out a building permit to 
substantially remodel the interior of the house.  Other than some roof repairs, the exterior 
of the house was untouched.  She had a hardwood floor installed, the kitchen rebuilt, a 
new hall added, new wiring, a new bathroom all “done within present existing walls as a 
program of reconditioning and modernization”.  The roof was later replaced by a 
subsequent owner in 1988. 

In 1947, the Rowleys filed a new subdivision, Tract No. 14601, for all but the North 150 
feet of their property.  Over the next several years they sold off portions of the remaining 
property for individual homes, bringing the property down to its current 150’ X 116’ 0.4 
Acre size.  The house was listed as “vacant” in the 1949 city directory and was soon sold 
to Walter C. and Jane P. Roberts. 

Walter Clay Roberts, who was a barber by profession, was born in Rosendale, Missouri, 
on January 22, 1916.  In Los Angeles, on May 4, 1940, he married Olive Jane Philbrick, 
who was born in Ohio on April 1, 1919 and was raised in Boston, Massachusetts.  After 
serving in the US Army in World War II, Walter returned and the couple had a son, John 
Philbrick Edmunds Roberts, born on June 28, 1947.  Walter Roberts appears to have left 
his family sometime between 1956 and 1959.  There is no record of a divorce and they 
were still listed as married when he passed away in 1971.  Jane Roberts remained in the 
house until about 1962, when it was sold to Aldo R. and Phyllis Costi.  

Aldo Roger Costi was born in Spezia, Italy, on March 16, 1908.  His family immigrated 
to the United States in 1909 and settled in Franklin, Massachusetts, where he grew up.  
He married Phyllis Edna Comer in New York City on October 16, 1939.  Before World 
War II, Aldo was a musician with the Lang Thompson Orchestra and was frequently on 
tour, which is what brought them to the Los Angeles area in 1940.  By 1950, he was 
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working as a lab technician while living in Arcadia.  The Costi’s also had three children 
by that time.  The Costi’s sold the house around 1966, but remained in the Sunland-
Tujunga area.  The new owners were Robert and Margie Kenck.  

Robert Eugene Kenck was born in Butte, Montana, on August 3, 1919.  His wife, the 
former Margie Lois Timpe, was born in Shasta County, California and grew up in the Los 
Angeles community of Highland Park, where the couple were married on July 6, 1940.  
According to the 1859 Census, he was a newspaper advertising salesman and she was a 
reporter.  They raised three children and then got a divorce in August of 1972, which led 
to the sale of the subject house to Johann and Aurea Jenniches. 

Johann Jenniches was born on July 21, 1937, in Neuss on Rhein, Germany.  He arrived in 
New York six days after his 18th birthday.  He put in his intention for naturalization two 
years later, while living with his first wife in Monrovia, California.  (He was not 
naturalized until 1982, while living in Salem, Oregon).  He had married Aurea E. 
Hernandez on June 6, 1970.  The couple divorced in May of 1974 and the house was 
eventually deeded to Gretta Doyle on April 30, 1976. 

There were several Gretta Doyles in Los Angeles at the time of her ownership so it was 
undetermined which one we were dealing with.  She transferred the property to Monica 
Martoff, a retired nurse who had begun a singing/songwriting career, on December 31, 
1985.  Martoff was to only hold the property for 10½ months, making her the shortest 
tenure of all the owners.  On November 10, 1986, she deeded the house to Kerry Scott 
and Mary Jo Meyer. 

Not much has been located on the Meyers.  Public records, however, show that Mary Jo 
released her interest in the property to her husband on June 16, 1998.  Then she was put 
back on title on August 28, 2000.  On June 22nd of the following year she again 
transferred her interest to her now ex-husband.  On October 31, 2006, Kerry Meyer sold 
the property to Michael and Marina P. Dahlen.  A relative, Emmett Nicholas Dahlen, was 
added to the title on February 1, 2017.  On March 15, 2022, the Dahlens sold the subject 
house to the current owners. 

The construction of stone houses in the Sunland-Tujunga area appears to have peaked in 
the early 1920s.  The Rowley Residence is early, being built in 1905-06.  The house is 
one the earliest extant structures in the Sunland community.  The Monte Vista Hotel, 
which had been substantially remodeled on the exterior over the years, was demolished in 
1964.  The William Bernhart Ranch House at 10359 N. Oro Vista Avenue, which was 
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built in 1886, is believed to be the oldest surviving structure in Sunland.  At present, no 
buildings in Sunland are listed as Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monuments. 

There are only 14 stone buildings designated in the rest of Los Angeles.  The Lummis 
Home (HCM No. 68), the Hiner House (partially stone) (HCM No. 105), and the Abbey 
San Encino (HCM No. 106) are all three in Highland Park.  The Canoga Mission Gallery 
(HCM No. 135) is in Canoga Park.  The Stonehurst Recreation Center (HCM No. 172) is 
in Sun Valley.  The Lederer Residence (HCM No. 204) is in Canoga Park.  The Stimson 
Residence (HCM No. 212), which is in South Park, is of cut stone.  The Powder 
Magazine from Camp Drum (HCM No. 249), also of cut stone, is in Wilmington.  The 
Arroyo Stone House (HCM No. 373) is also in Highland Park.  The Robert Edmund 
Williams Residence (partially stone) (HCM No. 411) is in Garvanza.  Oakridge (HCM 
No. 484) is in Chatsworth.  Lloyd Wright’s Headley Handley House (partially stone) 
(HCM No. 563), the Stone House (HCM No. 644) and the Stonehurst House (HCM No. 
941), are both in Sun Valley.  The last one being part of the Stonehurst HPOZ, which is 
dedicated to preserving a neighborhood of stone houses.  

The Arts and Crafts movement was very influential in the handmade design and materials 
found in many Arroyo Stone houses. Arroyo Stone structures were unlike most Art and 
Crafts buildings however, in that they were either completely or with a major portion clad 
in arroyo stone, instead of merely using stone as an accent on an architectural element. 
 
Arroyo Stone houses are most common to the areas in the foothills of the San Gabriel 
Mountains, where arroyo stones (also known as river rocks, boulders and cobblestones) 

could be easily collected from local rivers, streams and washes.  Skilled stonemasons or 
enthusiasts, without the assistance of an architect, built many of the early 20th century 
Arroyo Stone structures. 
 
The Little Landers clubhouse, Bolton Hall (HCM No. 2), which is in nearby Tujunga 
exemplifies the philosophy of the Arts and Crafts movement. Built by hand by self-
proclaimed "nature builder" George Harris with assistance from residents of the Little 
Lands colony.  Like Charles Lummis, who built El Alisal (HCM No. 68) from stones he 
collected from the adjacent Arroyo Seco, Harris used local, natural materials gathered 
from the surrounding landscape. Encouraged by the pitch that "a shovel, cement, and the 
precious everlasting rock was all you needed to build a home", many of the colonists took 
this concept to heart, building their homes from the readily available local stone. 
 
Most Arroyo Stone houses were built in a traditional mortared stonewall construction 
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method, although a few were built with slips.  A house built using the mortared stonewall 
method still had to be built as carefully as a dry stack masonry house, using gravity to 
hold one rock on top of another, but the walls could be built higher with the use of the 
cement.  Frames were often used on the interior of the house to help keep the walls 
straight, as well as to frame fireplaces, doors and windows.  The material expense could 
be less with mortared stone wall construction than slip wall stone construction, because 
there is more framing for the slips and the slip method requires more cement.  
Additionally, the traditional mortar construction allows a skilled mason or artisan to place 
the rock to better showcase the natural beauty of the material. 

The Rowley Residence has wood framing underneath much of the stone, a technique that 
was frequently used.  The original permit for the Lummis Home, which was designed by 
architects Theodore Eisen and Sumner P. Hunt, refers to it as a frame house. 

These stone houses typically followed one of two architectural styles. The first was a 
relatively conventional stone version of the California bungalow, featuring low-pitched 
gabled or hipped roofs and broad overhangs. The main difference between these houses 
and the standard bungalow was the use of load-bearing stone walls in place of traditional 
wood-frame construction.  This is the basic style of the Rowley Residence, which was 
built very early in the period and is one of the earliest examples of this type. 

The other style was considerably more adventurous in appearance and appears to be more 
unique to the Tujunga area. This form was essentially cubic, with vertical proportions, a 
flat or low-sloped roof with parapet, often a bell tower, and little if any ornamentation. 
By combining elements of both the Arts and Crafts and Mission Revival aesthetics, a 
unique expression of California architecture was created. 
 
The 2012 SurveyLA draft study titled Context: Pre-Consolidation Communities of Los 
Angeles Theme: Tujunga 1888 - 1932, Theme Narrative, singled the subject property 
out as significant for its style of architecture. 
 
The Rowley Residence qualifies for Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument status as it 
“is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community” as being an excellent example of the early stone houses that 
were indigenous to the early development of the Sunland area.   8436 Hillrose Street 
(previously 305 W. Central Avenue and then 356 Hill Avenue), was built during 
Sunland’s first wave of settlement and was built as the home of one the most important 
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early pioneer families.  Construction began sometime in late 1904 and was completed in 
early 1906.  Loron Rowley, who was a merchant by profession, was one of the most 
important early residents of Sunland, suppling everything from store goods and energy 
supplies to postal services to the local community.  He was also one of the earliest 
farmers in the area. 
 
The Rowley Residence also “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, 
builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age” as it embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of the Arroyo Stone architectural style, a rare sub-theme of the 
Arts and Crafts movement, making it a valuable resource for the study of early 20th 
century stone architecture in Los Angeles, and more specifically, as an exceptional 
example of the vernacular architectural style unique to Sunland. 
 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, singles the subject property out as an 
“excellent example of residential arroyo stone construction in Sylmar. Arroyo stone 
houses are a particular building type in this area of the San Fernando Valley; in the teens 
and 1920s many residences were built here using local stone” and went on to identify the 
subject property as individually eligible for listing under the national, state, and local 
registers. 
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Rowley Residence, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 

 
Rowley Residence, 8436 Hillrose Street in 1906, (Photograph from Rowley Family c/o Little Landers H. S.) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, satellite view, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January, 2024, (Photograph by Google Earth) 



 

 
Rowley Residence, front porch, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, front porch from West, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, rear addition, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, chimney, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, double hung windows, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, stone in exterior wall, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, barbeque and shed, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, garage, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Red Hill House, living room, 1811 Baxter Street, February 7, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, front porch, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 
 



 

 
Rowley Residence, front door peephole, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence,  front door peep hole, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, front entry, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence leaded glass window,, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, living room looking toward dining room, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photoby Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, fireplace, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, hearth, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, base board, 8436 W Hillrose Street, January 24, 2023, (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 
 



 
Rowley Residence, hearth, 8436 W Hillrose Street, circa 2017, (MLS Photograph) 

 

 
Rowley Residence, view fron front porch, 8436 W Hillrose Street, circa 2017, (MLS Photograph) 

 



 
Rowley Residence, front porch, 8436 W Hillrose Street, circa 2017, (MLS Photograph) 
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 Primary Address: 7835 W HILLROSE ST 

Name:  Rudolph Henry Residence 

Year built: 1924 

Architectural style: Spanish Colonial Revival 

 

Context 1: 

Context: Other Context, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Important Persons/Individuals, 1850-1980 

Sub theme: No SubTheme 

Property type: Residential 

Property sub type: Single-Family Residence 

Criteria: B/2/2 

Status code: 7SQ 

Reason: Research indicates the property contains the long-time residence of Los Angeles Times editor, 

Rudolph Henry. However, due to extensive alterations, the property does not retain sufficient 

integrity to be eligible for listing. 

 

 Primary Address: 8436 W HILLROSE ST 

Name:   

Year built: 1905 

Architectural style: Arroyo Stone 

 

Context 1: 

Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Arts and Crafts Movement, 1895-1930 

Sub theme: Arroyo Stone Buildings, 1898-1930 

Property type: Residential 

Property sub type: Single-Family Residence 

Criteria: C/3/3 

Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 

Reason: Excellent example of residential arroyo stone construction in Sunland. Arroyo stone houses are a 

particular building type in this area of the San Fernando Valley; in the teens and 1920s many 

residences were built here using local stone. This residence appears to be one of the earliest 

examples. 

 

Context 2: 

Context: Residential Development and Suburbanization, 1850-1980 

Sub context: No Sub-context 

Theme: Early Residential Development, 1880-1930 

Sub theme: Early Single-Family Residential Development, 1880-1930 







































Building Permit History 
8436 Hillrose Street 

Sunland 
 

August 17 1904: Mortgage filed for Construction of 1-story 6-room house and 
barn at 8438 Hillrose Street on the North half of Lot 38 of 
Montevista (Construction completed in 1906 per family records) 
Owner: Loren T. and Virginia F. Rowley 
Architect: Unknown 
Contractor: Unknown 
Cost: $600.00 (Mortgaged amount) 

March 9, 1936: Building Permit No. 5190 to have shingle roof repaired; 
underpinning repaired and interior alterations & repairs; 
hardwood floor added; repair and refinish interior walls; ceiling 
joists in attic to be reinforced; new wiring and fixtures; new bath 
to be installed; new hall added; kitchen rebuilt.  All work to be 
done within present existing walls as a program of 
reconditioning and modernization.  New bath, hall and closets to 
be installed by using old dining room and part of old kitchen. 
Original value included cost of painting and papering. 
Owner: Marion N. Rowley 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Various (Fred Suter, General) 
Cost: $1,000.00 

 
July 7, 1988: Building Permit No. VN44312 to remove old roof and replace 

with composition roof.  30 squares, smoke detector required 
Owner: Kerry and Mary Meyer 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Owner 
Cost: $2,000.00 

 
June 24, 1998: Building Permit No. VN37118 to construct a 17  X 29  storage 

building.  No plumbing and heating installation to be done. 
Owner: Kerry S. Meyer 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None  
Contractor: Owner 
Cost: $12,000.00 

 



July 2, 2003: Building Permit No. VN32636 to construct a new detached 
masonry 2-car garage (obtain and complete demo permit for 
existing garage prior to construction).. 
Owner: Kerry S. Meyer 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Paul Cohn Pina  
Contractor: Owner-Builder 
Cost: $24,000.00 

February 3, 2006: Building Permit No. VN90703 to demolish existing garage 
<New garage under 2003VN32636>. 
Owner: Kerry S. Meyer 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None  
Contractor: Owner 
Cost: $1,200.00 































Rowley Family photos 

 

 



Loron and Virginia Rowley, circa 1905 

 

 

 

 

 

Loron Rowley s General Store in Monte Vista (now Sunland) circa 1890 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monte Vista Hotel, circa 1887 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Loron Rowley in front with son, Robert and daughter, 
Marion in 1924. 
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