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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for 
 KING TACO RESTAURANT 

  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: ROM Investments, LLC  
 c/o Raul O. Martinez 
 6504 Crossway Drive 
 Pico Rivera, CA  90660 
 
 Raul O. Martinez 
 King Taco Restaurant, Inc. 
 714 W. Olympic Boulevard, Ste. 206 
 Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 
 Raul O. Martinez 
 3421 E. 14th Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90023 
  
APPLICANT: Alexia Landey-Baeza  
 King Taco Restaurant, Inc. 
 714 W. Olympic Boulevard, Ste. 206 
 Los Angeles, CA, 90015 
 
PREPARER:  Alexandra Isabel Perlman 
 Historic Resources Group 
 556 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Ste. 101-514 
 Pasadena, CA  91105 
 
  
  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
HEARING DATE: February 5, 2026 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
   200 N. Spring Street 
   Los Angeles, CA 90012 
   and teleconference (see  
   agenda for login  
   information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE:  March 21, 2026 

CASE NO.: CHC-2025-5720-HCM 
                    ENV-2025-5721-CE  
 
Location: 1118 N. Cypress Avenue 
Council District: 1 – Hernandez 
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles          
Land Use Designation: General Commercial 
Zoning: (Q)C2-1XL-CDO-RIO 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles  
Neighborhood Council: Greater Cypress Park 
Legal Description: Nickel’s Loma Vista Tract,  
                              Arb 1 of Lot 24 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative 
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner         Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Melissa Jones, City Planner             Rafael Fontes, Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachments:  Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos–December 17, 2025 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 
The King Taco Restaurant “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or 
social history of the nation, state, city, or community” as the first permanent location for the King Taco 
restaurant, a long-standing business in Cypress Park and an important Latino commercial business. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any 
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of particular 
historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
King Taco Restaurant is a one-story commercial building located at the southwest corner of Cypress 
Avenue and Roseview Avenue in the Cypress Park neighborhood of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1948, 
the vernacular building was originally an ice cream store and hot dog stand located at 6427 N. 
Lankershim Boulevard in North Hollywood. It was later moved to 4810 N. Tujunga Avenue in 1955, and 
again relocated in 1960 to its current location at 1118 N. Cypress Avenue. The Mexican food restaurant, 
King Taco, first occupied the subject property in 1975, and has continued to operate out of this location 
for the past 50 years. There is a 1923 bungalow and a parking lot surrounding the subject property, but 
these are excluded from the nomination. 
 
Latino settlement of Los Angeles dates back to the 18th century, and by 1880, Mexicans and Mexican 
Americans comprised 19 percent of the city’s population. This proportion dropped rapidly in the late 
1890s and 1900s, as Anglo in-migration surged, but again attained  high levels in the early 20th century 
following the 1910 Mexican Revolution. In the 1920s and 1930s, the United States experienced a mass 
migration of people from Mexico; within these decades, the Mexican American population tripled in the 
city from about 33,600 to 97,000. However, Mexican immigrants faced rampant discrimination. Many 
residential tracts in Los Angeles had Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs) that restricted 
the purchase and rental of homes to White residents, forcing Mexican and other Latino residents into 
certain areas of the city.   
 
Following World War II, with the outlaw of racial restrictive covenants in the 1948 Shelley v. Kraemer 
U.S. Supreme Court decision, settlement patterns began to change. This ruling enabled a small number 
of ethnic Mexicans, along with other Latinos and non-Whites, to move into formerly all-White suburbs 
by the 1950s. At the same time, many of the older, established Mexican and other Latino neighborhoods 
in and around downtown were displaced by redevelopment and freeway construction, such as the 
Santa Monica Freeway in the 1960s. This forced many Mexicans and other Latinos to move to Boyle 
Heights, Lincoln Heights, and other eastside neighborhoods. In the 1960s and 1970s, Northeast Los 
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Angeles neighborhoods including Cypress Park and Highland Park were also hubs for Latino 
communities. 
 
The history of Mexican food in Los Angeles follows the settlement patterns of Mexicans and Mexican 
Americans dating from the 18th century, but the sale of ethnic Mexican cuisine truly accelerated with 
the introduction of the tamale wagon in the 19th century. The tamale wagon was characterized by a 
two-by-four pushcart or eight-foot-long wagon from which cooks sold tamales. By the turn of the 
century, more than one hundred tamale wagons sold their wares on Los Angeles’ street corners. 
Despite their popularity, attempts by businessmen to legislate the tamale wagons out of existence finally 
succeeded in the 1920s. Mexican cuisine in the city transformed in the ensuing decades from the earlier 
mobile tamale wagons to more Americanized restaurants, often marketed as “Sonoran” or “Spanish” 
food. Popular in Olvera Street, these early restaurants marked a shift particularly in tacos, which 
Americans enjoyed as stuffed fried tortillas as opposed to the soft tortillas eaten at home and in the 
workplace by Mexicans. With the invention of a mechanical taco fryer that streamlined the production 
of hard-shell tacos, numerous taco houses started popping up around the city that served this type of 
taco.  
 
Contemporaneously, Mexican families in mid-century Los Angeles took advantage of the rise of the 
automobile to sell tamales, enchiladas, and tacos, out of trucks. These foods were prepared beforehand 
at home, then sold throughout the course of the day from “cold trucks,” camper-like vehicles that largely 
catered to the working classes whose work sites were too far from food establishments for them to 
leave for food or snacks. It was not until the 1970s that tacos and other Mexican foods were sold fresh 
from a truck. 
 
King Taco was established by Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez, a Mexican immigrant couple who moved 
to Los Angeles in 1969. By 1974, they began selling soft shell tacos out of a repurposed former ice 
cream truck with a stove and grill. From their taco truck the Martinezes served cuts of meat such as 
cabeza and al pastor, which weren’t widely available in mainstream Mexican restaurants at the time. In 
addition, they offered their specialty Carne Estilo de Mexico in neighborhoods and commercial districts 
in the evening, an enterprising shift that brought their food to customers at their workplace. As their 
success grew, the Martinezes sought to expand King Taco and in 1975 moved their business 
operations to the subject property, which  served as the main kitchen and supply center for their growing 
fleet of food trucks. The subject property eventually became a restaurant in its own right as patrons 
often ate their meals on the hoods of their cars. The Martinezes also took over existing, vacant fast 
food stands and gas stations to house new King Taco restaurants. As a result, they quickly expanded 
the restaurant into a chain with locations across East Los Angeles and beyond. In 1978, the Martinezes 
opened a second King Taco location on Ford and 3rd Street in East Los Angeles, and by 1994, they 
had established 14 King Taco restaurants. As of 2025, King Taco has 24 locations throughout Los 
Angeles and San Bernardino counties.  
 
Sited on a raised concrete patio, the subject property is rectangular in plan and consists of the original 
1940s building constructed of steel sheets and canted storefronts with three additions to the south and 
west completed in the 1970s. The 1940s building has a shed roof clad in rounded clay tiles and metal 
posts support the building’s primary, northeast-facing façade. The 1970s west addition is of concrete 
block construction with a smooth plaster cement exterior. It has a shed roof which meets the original 
roofline to create a butterfly style roof. The south addition has a corrugated metal exterior and roof with 
a large sign and awning. Fenestration across the subject property consists of fixed steel windows and 
sliding aluminum windows. The primary entrance, which features a single, glazed metal-framed door, 
is centrally located on the northeast-facing elevation. Secondary entrances, consisting of metal slab 
doors, are at the rear of the building. A metal pole sign is situated to the southeast of the building along 
Cypress Avenue. The interior of the dining area is relatively unadorned, consisting mainly of the 
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exposed underside of the roof structure, red ceramic tile flooring, integrated steel-frame table-and-chair 
units, and fluorescent lighting.  
 
The subject property has experienced a number of alterations over the years which include the 
construction of a 300-square foot addition in 1976; a 264-square foot awning addition in 1978; a 330-
square foot addition in 1979; the demolition of a roof sign and the erection of a new pole sign in 1988; 
the enclosure of the south aluminum awning and relocation of the primary entrance in 1996; and the 
addition of rounded clay tiles to the roof sometime in the 2000s. 
 
The subject property was identified in the Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement as a site 
potentially significant as the original and oldest location of King Taco restaurant.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The King Taco Restaurant meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city, or 
community” as the first permanent location for the King Taco restaurant, a long-standing business in 
Cypress Park and an important business reflecting Latino commercial identity. 
 
With the establishment of King Taco, Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez not only created the first taco truck 
in the United States, but also introduced the Mexican style soft shell taco to the wider public, and 
revolutionized the Latino culinary scene in Los Angeles. Within a decade of King Taco opening, soft 
shell tacos were sold in an increasing number of restaurants and there were over 3,500 hot food trucks 
and 500 taco trucks operating within Los Angeles. In this manner, the Martinezes helped make the taco 
truck an important part of Latino culture in Los Angeles and provided a sense of cultural identity to 
many immigrant communities. Over the 50 years the restaurant has been operating, the popularity of 
King Taco has grown substantially and restaurant locations have expanded beyond Los Angeles. King 
Taco continues to serve as a Los Angeles staple, with its original restaurant, the subject property, being 
a pillar of Latino culinary identity in Cypress Park. 
 
The subject property retains a high level of integrity of location, feeling, materials, design, workmanship, 
setting, and association to convey its significance. Most of the alterations reflect an expansion of the 
business due to its growing popularity. 
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by 
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, 
enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for 
protection of the environment.”  
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited to 
maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the King Taco Restaurant as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future 
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construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 
of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to an Historic-Cultural 
Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation 
imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property 
could be lost through incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of an 
irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are 
expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate 
construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property. 
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31. The project was found to be exempt based 
on the following: 
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 

 
Furthermore, none of the exceptions to the Categorical Exemption Under CEQA Guidelines Section 
15300.2 apply to the proposed Project. The proposed Project will not result in significant cumulative 
impacts from successive projects of the same type in the same place. The Project does not involve 
unusual circumstances as it is in a similar location, topography, and streetscape as other Historic- 
Cultural Monuments in the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area. The Project will not damage 
scenic resources in a state scenic highway. The Project site is not on a list compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 related to hazardous waste sites. The Project will also not cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource. 
 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2025-5721-CE was prepared on January 13, 2025. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On October 9, 2025, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On November 6, 
2025, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration as a 
potential Historic-Cultural Monument. On December 17, 2025, a subcommittee of the Commission 
consisting of Commissioners Milofsky and Rubio conducted an inspection of the subject property, 
accompanied by staff of the Office of Historic Resources. In accordance with LAAC 22.171.10, on 
December 22, 2025, the owner’s representative requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the 
Commission to act. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for 
 KING TACO RESTAURANT 

  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: ROM Investments, LLC  
 c/o Raul O. Martinez 
 6504 Crossway Drive 
 Pico Rivera, CA  90660 
 
 Raul D. Martinez 
 King Taco Restaurant, Inc. 
 714 W. Olympic Boulevard, Ste. 206 
 Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 
 Raul O. Martinez 
 3421 E. 14th Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90023 
  
APPLICANT: Alexia Landey-Baeza  
 King Taco Restaurant, Inc. 
 714 W. Olympic Boulevard, Ste. 206 
 Los Angeles, CA, 90015 
 
PREPARER:  Alexandra Isabel Perlman 
 Historic Resources Group 
 556 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Ste. 101-514 
 Pasadena, CA  91105 
 
  
  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
HEARING DATE: November 6, 2025 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
   200 N. Spring Street 
   Los Angeles, CA 90012 
   and teleconference (see  
   agenda for login  
   information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE:  November 8, 2025 

CASE NO.: CHC-2025-5720-HCM 
                    ENV-2025-5721-CE  
 
Location: 1118 N. Cypress Avenue 
Council District: 1 – Hernandez 
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles          
Land Use Designation: General Commercial 
Zoning: (Q)C2-1XL-CDO-RIO 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles  
Neighborhood Council: Greater Cypress Park 
Legal Description: Nickel’s Loma Vista Tract,  
                              Arb 1 of Lot 24 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 because the 
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further 
investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner         Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Melissa Jones, City Planner             Rafael Fontes, Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
King Taco Restaurant is a one-story commercial building located at the southwest corner of Cypress 
Avenue and Roseview Avenue in the Cypress Park neighborhood of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1948, 
the vernacular building was originally an ice cream store and hot dog stand located at 6427 N. 
Lankershim Boulevard in North Hollywood. It was later moved to 4810 N. Tujunga Avenue in 1955, and 
again relocated in 1960 to its current location at 1118 N. Cypress Avenue. The Mexican food restaurant, 
King Taco, first occupied the subject property in 1975, and has continued to operate out of this location 
for the past 50 years. There is a 1923 bungalow and a parking lot surrounding the subject property, but 
these are excluded from the nomination. 
 
Latino settlement of Los Angeles dates back to the 18th century, and by 1880, Mexicans and Mexican 
Americans comprised 19 percent of the city’s population. This proportion dropped rapidly in the late 
1890s and 1900s, as Anglo in-migration surged, but resumed high levels in the early 20th century 
following the 1910 Mexican Revolution. In the 1920s and 1930s, the United States experienced a mass 
migration of people from Mexico; within these decades, the Mexican population tripled in the city from 
about 33,600 to 97,000. However, Mexican immigrants faced rampant discrimination. Many residential 
tracts in Los Angeles had Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs) that restricted the purchase 
and rental of homes to White residents, forcing Mexican and other Latino residents into certain areas 
of the city.   
 
Following World War II, with the outlaw of racial restrictive covenants in the 1948 Shelley v. Kraemer 
U.S. Supreme Court decision, settlement patterns began to change. This ruling enabled a small number 
of ethnic Mexicans, along with other Latinos and non-Whites, to move into formerly all-White suburbs 
by the 1950s. At the same time, many of the older, established Mexican and other Latino neighborhoods 
in and around downtown were displaced by redevelopment and freeway construction, such as the 
Santa Monica Freeway in the 1960s. This forced many Mexicans and other Latinos to move to Boyle 
Heights, Lincoln Heights, and other eastside neighborhoods. In the 1960s and 1970s, Northeast Los 
Angeles neighborhoods including Cypress Park and Highland Park were also hubs for Latino 
communities. 
 
The history of Mexican food in Los Angeles follows the settlement patterns of Mexicans and Mexican 
Americans dating from the 18th century, but the sale of ethnic Mexican cuisine truly accelerated with 
the introduction of the tamale wagon in the 19th century. The tamale wagon was characterized by a 
two-by-four pushcart or eight-foot-long wagon from which cooks sold tamales. By the turn of the 
century, more than one hundred tamale wagons sold their wares on Los Angeles’ street corners. 
Despite their popularity, attempts by businessmen to legislate the tamale wagons out of existence finally 
succeeded in the 1920s. Mexican cuisine in the city transformed in the ensuing decades from the earlier 
mobile tamale wagons to more Americanized restaurants, often marketed as “Sonoran” or “Spanish” 
food. Popular in Olvera Street, these early restaurants marked a shift particularly in tacos, which 
Americans enjoyed as stuffed fried tortillas as opposed to the soft tortillas eaten at home and in the 
workplace by Mexicans. With the invention of a mechanical taco fryer that streamlined the production 
of hard-shell tacos, numerous taco houses started popping up around the city that served this type of 
taco.  
 
Contemporaneously, Mexican families in mid-century Los Angeles took advantage of the rise of the 
automobile to sell tamales, enchiladas, and tacos, out of trucks. These foods were prepared beforehand 
at home, then sold throughout the course of the day from “cold trucks,” camper-like vehicles that largely 
catered to the working classes whose work sites were too far from food establishments for them to 
leave for food or snacks. It was not until the 1970s that tacos and other Mexican foods were sold fresh 
from a truck. 



CHC-2025-5720-HCM 
1118 N. Cypress Avenue 
Page 4 of 5 
 
 
 
King Taco was established by Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez, a Mexican immigrant couple who moved 
to Los Angeles in 1969. By 1974, they began selling soft shell tacos out of a repurposed former ice 
cream truck with a stove and grill. From their taco truck the Martinezes served cuts of meat such as 
cabeza and al pastor, which weren’t widely available in mainstream Mexican restaurants at the time. In 
addition, they offered their specialty Carne Estilo de Mexico in neighborhoods and commercial districts 
in the evening, an enterprising shift that brought their food to customers at their workplace. As their 
success grew, the Martinezes sought to expand King Taco and in 1975 moved their business 
operations to the subject property, which  served as the main kitchen and supply center for their growing 
fleet of food trucks. The subject property eventually became a restaurant in its own right as patrons 
often ate their meals on the hoods of their cars. The Martinezes also took over existing, vacant fast 
food stands and gas stations to house new King Taco restaurants. As a result, they quickly expanded 
the restaurant into a chain with locations across East Los Angeles and beyond. In 1978, the Martinezes 
opened a second King Taco location on Ford and 3rd Street in East Los Angeles, and by 1994, they 
had established 14 King Taco restaurants. As of 2025, King Taco has 24 locations throughout Los 
Angeles and San Bernardino Counties.  
 
Sited on a raised concrete patio, the subject property is rectangular in plan and consists of the original 
1940s building constructed of steel sheets and glass with three additions to the south and west 
completed in the 1970s. The 1940s building has a shed roof clad in rounded clay tiles and metal posts 
support the building’s primary, northeast-facing façade. The 1970s west addition is of concrete block 
construction with a smooth plaster cement exterior. It has a shed roof which meets the original roofline 
to create a butterfly style roof. The south addition has a corrugated metal exterior and roof with a large 
sign and awning. Fenestration across the subject property consists of fixed steel windows and sliding 
aluminum windows. The primary entrance, which features a single, glazed metal-framed door, is 
centrally located on the northeast-facing elevation. Secondary entrances, consisting of metal slab 
doors, are at the rear of the building. A metal pole sign is situated to the southeast of the building along 
Cypress Avenue. The interior of the dining area is relatively unadorned, consisting mainly of the 
exposed underside of the roof structure, red ceramic tile flooring, integrated steel-frame table-and-chair 
units, and fluorescent lighting.  
 
The subject property has experienced a number of alterations over the years which include the 
construction of a 300-square foot addition in 1976; a 264-square foot awning addition in 1978; a 330-
square foot addition in 1979; the demolition of a roof sign and the erection of a new pole sign in 1988; 
the enclosure of the south aluminum awning and relocation of the primary entrance in 1996; and the 
addition of rounded clay tiles to the roof sometime in the 2000s. 
 
The subject property was identified in the Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement as a site 
potentially significant as the original and oldest location of King Taco restaurant.  
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any 
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of particular 
historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further investigation 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On October 9, 2025, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. 
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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�
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8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗��
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘
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HCM Nomination: King Taco, 1118 Cypress Avenue 

Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Written Statements 

A. Proposed Monument Description

The building at 1118 Cypress Avenue is situated on the southwestern corner of the intersection 
of Roseview Avenue and Cypress Avenue in the Cypress Park neighborhood of northeast Los 

Angeles. The building is sited on a raised concrete patio on a corner lot.  

The one-story vernacular 20th century commercial building has a generally rectangular plan and 

simple massing. It is composed of an original 1940s building and 1970s additions to the south and 
west. The 1940s building has fixed pitched steel windows and a shed roof clad in rounded clay 

tiles. Metal posts support the building’s primary (northern) façade. The 1970s west addition is of 
concrete block construction with a smooth plaster cement exterior. It has a shed roof which 

meets the original roofline to create a butterfly style roof. The south addition has a corrugated 

metal exterior and roof with a large sign and awning. Fenestration along the 1970s additions is 
comprised of fixed steel windows and sliding aluminum windows. The primary entrance is 

centrally located and has a pair of glazed metal storefront doors. Rear entrances have metal slab 
doors. A metal pole sign is situated to the southeast of the building along Cypress Avenue. 

Use History 

The building opened in 1948 at 6427 Lankershim Boulevard and served as an ice cream store, 

Yukon Freeze, until 1954 when it was sold to Sally Rubens.1 That same year, the business 
reopened as a hot dog stand known as “Sally’s” which offered “a quick meal or snack.”2 The 

building again changed hands the following year; then-owner Charles D. Mendoza moved the food 

stand from Lankershim Boulevard to 4810 Tujunga Avenue.3 Five years later, the stand was again 
moved—this time to 1118 Cypress Avenue, where it remains. At the new location, the building 

reopened as “Windy’s,” which offered home cooked lunches in 1961.4 In 1975, King Taco first 
occupied the building; it continues to operate out of 1118 Cypress Avenue 50 years later. 

Construction History and Alterations 

The building was originally built in 1948 at 6427 Lankershim Boulevard, at which time it was 

described as a 20’ by 20’ commercial building constructed of steel sheets and glass. The building 

was relocated several times: first to 4810 Tujunga Avenue in 1955 and later to 1118 Cypress 
Avenue in 1960. An aluminum awning was added to the south of the building along Cypress 

Avenue in 1976. Additions were added to the west corner along Roseview Avenue in 1978 and in 

1 “Notice of Intent to Sell,” Valley Times, April 15, 1954, 20. 
2 Advertisement, Valley Times, May 12, 1954, 21. 
3 City of Los Angeles Building Permit No. LA25937, issued on September 26, 195; “Issue Licenses to Businesses New in Valley,” Van 
Nuys News and Valley Green Sheet, July 7, 1957, 34. 
4 Advertisement, Lincoln Heights Bulletin-News, February 23, 1961, 21. 

5



1979. The south aluminum awning was enclosed in 1996, at which point the primary entrance to 

the restaurant was relocated from the 1940s building to the new addition. Rounded clay tiles were 
added to the roof sometime in the 2000s. 
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B. Significance Statement

Summary 

King Taco, located at 1118 Cypress Avenue, meets the following criteria for designation as a 
Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM): 

Criterion 1. It exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social 

history of the nation, state, city, or community. 

1118 Cypress Avenue is significant under Criterion 1 as the first and longtime brick-and-mortar 

home of King Taco, a long-standing restaurant in Cypress Park and an important Latino 
commercial institution. King Taco is identified as a known resource in the “Commercial Identity,” 

theme of SurveyLA’s Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement.5 The period of significance 
spans from its opening by Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez in 1975 to Raul O. Martinez’s death in 

2013. 

The first King Taco was established by Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez in 1974 as a taco truck; the 
original brick-and-mortar location at 1118 Cypress Avenue opened six months later in the 

Cypress Park neighborhood of Los Angeles. At that time, the hard shell taco was largely sold in 

restaurants, and mobile trucks catered cold foods. In creating the first taco truck and introducing 
the Mexican style taco to the wider public, Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez created a new portable 

feast that would revolutionize the culinary scene of Los Angeles. Within a decade, there were 
over 3,500 hot food trucks and 500 taco trucks operating within the city limits and soft shell tacos 

were sold in an increasing number of restaurants. Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez capitalized on 

their loyal customer base and expanded the enterprise, including the first permanent location in 
Cypress Park, a symbol of neighborhood revitalization. By 1994, there were 14 King Taco 

locations; as of 2025, there are 24 locations. These restaurants reimagined the taco in Los 
Angeles: gone were the deep fried taco, and a new era of the soft shell taco began. The original 

King Taco #1 is still in operation at 1118 Cypress Avenue. King Taco continues to serve as a Los 

Angeles staple, with its original restaurant a pillar of Latino culinary identity in Cypress Park. 

Historical Background 

The subject property is located at 1118 Cypress Avenue. Below are brief histories of the 
surrounding Cypress Park neighborhood; the Latino community in Northeast Los Angeles in the 

post-World War II era; Mexican food and the taco in Los Angeles; and King Taco. 

Early History of Cypress Park 

The land that now includes Cypress Park is located within the ancestral homeland of the First 
Peoples known today by the names of Gabrieleno, Tongva or Kizh. For centuries, local Native 

5 GPA Consulting and Beck Nicolaides, Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement, prepared for the City of Los Angeles, 
September 15, 2015, 38. 
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peoples occupied distinct but interrelated villages across their ancestral territory. Archaeological 

research indicates that habitation sites were hierarchically organized around estuaries, with 
settlement size dependent on resource availability.6 Because of its position on the Los Angeles 

River channel and floodplain, the area of present-day Cypress Park was a natural transportation 
corridor through the Glendale Narrows. Villages were likely politically autonomous and organized 

through shared kinship ties. Diets largely consisted of acorns, roots, leaves, seeds, and fruits of a 

variety of flora as well as both large and small mammals.7 Native Americans used land 
management practices such as woodland burning to augment ecosystems.8 

The first Europeans to pass through the region were led by Spanish officer and explorer Gaspar de 

Portolá, who was sent north from Mexico to establish settlements in the territory known as “Alta 
California” in 1769. The Spanish named the river "Rio de Porciúncula" and described the area 

marked by the confluence of the river and the Arroyo Seco as “a very lush green valley.”9 

In 1781, the Pueblo de Los Angeles was founded adjacent to this location. As the town developed, 
pueblo citizens utilized San Fernando Road as a major transportation corridor for traffic passing 

into and out of Los Angeles. As part of the El Camino Real (The Royal Road), it linked the nascent 

town to the Mission San Fernando Rey de España and the northern coastal missions, presidios, 
and ranchos beyond. During this period of development, the Spanish government encouraged 

settlement of territory by the establishment of large land grants called ranchos. Largely devoted 
to raising cattle and sheep, the ranchos created a local economy based on livestock and 

agriculture.  

Cypress Park and its environs straddles two land grants: Rancho San Rafael and Rancho Cañada 

de los Nogales. Rancho San Rafael was granted to Corporal Jose Maria Verdugo in 1784.10 
Spanning approximately 36,400 acres, the Rancho San Rafael was roughly bounded by the 

Crescent Valley on the north, the Arroyo Seco on the east, the Los Angeles River on the south, 
and the Verdugo Mountains on the west. Verdugo was successful in his ranching efforts, and in 

1798, Governor Diego de Borica granted him the place called “La Zanja.”11 Jose Verdugo passed 

away in 1831, leaving the rancho to his son Julio and unmarried daughter Catalina.12 The land was 

6 Lowell John Bean and Charles R. Smith, “Gabrieliño,” in California, ed. Robert F. Heizer, vol. 8, Handbook of North American Indians, 
ed. Robert F. Sturtevant (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution, 1978), 538-549; William McCawley, The First Angelinos: The 
Gabrielino Indians of Los Angeles (Banning, CA: Malki Museum Press, 1996), 9-10; Bernice Eastman Johnston, California’s Gabrielino 
Indians (Los Angeles, CA: Southwest Museum, 1962), 15; William McCawley, O, My Ancestors: Recognition and Renewal for the 
Gabrielino-Tongva People of the Los Angeles Area (Berkeley, CA: Heyday Books, 2009). 
7 Brian Fagan, Before California: An Archaeologist Looks at Our Earliest Inhabitants (New York, NY: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 
Inc., 2003), 145-146; Bean and Smith, California, 539; McCawley, The First Angelinos, 119-123. 
8 M. Kat Anderson, Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of California’s Native Resources (Berkeley, CA: 
University of California Press, 2005), 136-137. 
9 Herbert Eugene Bolton, Fray Juan Crespi Missionary Explorer on the Pacific Coast, 1769-1774 (Berkeley, CA: University of California 
Press, 1927), 146-147. 
10 California, U.S., Spanish Land Records, 1784-1868, Spanish Archives Translations, vol. 6, 514. 
11 La Zanja was another name for Rancho San Rafael. The water ditch, or zanja would likely have been located in present-day Glendale, 
which is where Verdugo settled and constructed his adobe; “Los Angeles Relics of the Eighteenth Century,” Los Angeles Daily Star, 
May 13, 1872, 2; California, U.S., Spanish Land Records, 1784-1868, vol. 6, 515-516. 
12 Los Angeles Prefecture Records, vol. 1 (San Marino, CA: The Huntington Library), 1048-1051. 

8



subsequently divided amongst the two, with Julio taking control of the southern half of the 

rancho while Catalina received the northern half. 

In 1821, Mexico won its independence from Spain, and Alta California became a Mexican 
province. In 1833, the Mexican Congress passed the Act for the Secularization of the Missions of 

California, and lands were divided into land grants.13 In 1844, Mexican Governor Manuel 
Micheltorena granted the Rancho Cañada de los Nogales, a half league of land along the Los 

Angeles River, to José M. Aguila.14  

The United States’ war with Mexico culminated in the year 1848 with the signing of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hildalgo.15 This treaty was the basis for establishing the rights of Mexicans to land title 

within the conquered territories. Facing growing political pressure to make lands in the west 

available for settlement by Americans, in 1851, the United States Congress passed the California 
Land Act. Under the Act, all holders of Spanish or Mexican land grants were required to present 

their titles for verification by the Public Land Commission. Julio Verdugo was adamant to retain 
his holdings of the Rancho San Rafael, and in 1852, he filed his claim with the Public Land 

Commission. The title was confirmed in 1855.16 Jose M. Aguilar filed a claim for the Rancho 

Cañada de los Nogales in 1852, which was confirmed in 1856.17 Despite these claims, both of their 
lands ultimately passed to an American. Jessie D. Hunter, who had first arrived in Los Angeles in 

1847 as a Captain in the Mormon Battalion during the Mexican-American War, purchased the 
Rancho Cañada de Los Nogales in 1854 and a southern tip of the Rancho San Rafael in 1859. 

Hunter’s land encompassed what is today the Cypress Park neighborhood.18 

In 1882, Jessie D. Hunter’s land was subdivided into the Hunter Highland View Tract. That same 

year, evangelical preacher Alexis B. Jeffries and his wife Rebecca relocated from Ohio to Los 
Angeles and purchased a large portion of the Hunter Highland View Tract. They built their home 

on the property, and in 1905, Rebecca Jeffries subdivided the Jeffries Highland View Tract and the 
Jeffries Avenue Tract from the original Jeffries land holdings. James J. Jeffries and Charles 

Jeffries – the sons of Alexis and Rebecca Jeffries – also built homes in the area.19  

Subdivision of the Cypress Park area continued throughout the 1910s and 1920s. These included 

modestly scaled residential blocks intended for middle-class families. Scattered neighborhood-
serving commercial development in Cypress Park appeared on Cypress Avenue and Figueroa 

13 Heather Valdez Singleton, “Surviving Urbanization: The Gabrieleno, 1850-1928,” Wicazo Sa Review 19, no. 2, 
Colonization/Decolonization, I (Autumn 2004), 50-51. 
14 “Cañada de los Nogales [Los Angeles County] José N. Aguilar,” 1852-1857, Case No. 23, Southern District of California (BANC MSS 
Land Case Files 23 SD), Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 
15 National Park Service, “The Mexican-American War,” accessed March 27, 2025 at: https://www.nps.gov/places/the-mexican-
american-war.html. 
16 Transcript of the Proceedings in Case No. 403, Julio Verdugo et al., vs. The Unites States, for the place names San Rafael, (1852), 64; 
Herbert O. Brayer, “Ranchero,” Pacific Historical Review 12, no 2 (June 1943), 194. 
17 “Cañada de los Nogales [Los Angeles County] José N. Aguilar,” 1852-1857, Bancroft Library. 
18 Charles J. Fisher, “Historic Cypress Park,” Our Corner Stone, Highland Park Heritage Trust, Volume XIV, Issue 1, Winter 2009. 
19 Historic Resources Group and Galvin Preservation Associates, “Northeast Los Angeles River Revitalization Area,” Historic 
Resources Survey Report, prepared for the City of Los Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency, June 2012,19-21; Fisher, 2009. 
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Street as both streets hosted streetcar lines. Parcels adjacent to the river developed with light 

industrial and manufacturing uses including several wholesale bakeries. In 1925, Southern Pacific 
shifted supervision of its entire Los Angeles freight handling operations to the expanded new 

freight yard in the area, referred to as Taylor Yard. For nearly forty years, Taylor Yard continued as 
the city’s major railway hub and the surrounding community became home to hundreds of 

railroad workers. Many early residents of Cypress Park worked at Taylor Yard.20 

The demographics of Cypress Park shifted following World War II, when white residents migrated 

from areas that were becoming more racially or culturally diverse to more homogeneous 
suburban or exurban areas, a phenomenon known as “white flight.” In this way, Cypress Park 

shifted in the 1960s and 1970s to serve a greater diverse, and largely Latino, population. In 1971, 
local librarian Marie Demeree described Cypress Park as a “predominantly Mexican-American 

neighborhood” and noted that the “community is changing… it is basically a transient 

neighborhood; people move in, stay a while and move away.”21 Taylor Yard ceased operations in 
1985; portions of the land were redeveloped as affordable housing, the Rio de Los Angeles State 

Park, a high school, and other uses; other parts are still used for railroad maintenance and freight 
storage.22 As of 2020, Cypress Park is 81% Latino.23 

Latino Community in Northeast Los Angeles 

Latino settlement of Los Angeles reaches back to the 18th century, and by 1880, Mexicans and 

Mexicans Americans comprised nineteen percent of the city’s population. This proportion 
dropped rapidly in the late 1890s and 1900s, as Anglo in-migration surged, but resumed high 

levels in the early 20th century following the 1910 Mexican Revolution.24  

In the 1920s and 1930s, the United States experienced a mass migration of people from Mexico. 

Dissatisfaction with economic and social conditions in Mexico, coupled with the relative ease of 
access to the United States, inspired thousands of Mexicans to emigrate to Los Angeles.25 These 

decades, the Mexican population tripled in the city from about 33,600 to 97,000, and the ratio of 
immigrant to native-born residents rose from 2:1 to 5:1.26 Throughout this period, Mexican 

immigrants faced rampant discrimination. Many residential tracts in Los Angeles had Covenants, 

Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs) that restricted the purchase and rental of homes to White 
residents. To compound this discrimination, lenders and insurers often followed “redlining maps” 

which outlined neighborhoods containing “subversive racial groups,” or those they defined as 

20 Historic Resources Group and Galvin Preservation Associates, “Northeast Los Angeles River Revitalization Area,” 24-26. 
21 Roger Swanson, “‘If Only We Could Get More People in the Library,’” Highland Park News-Herald and Journal, April 15, 1971, 1. 
22 Historic Resources Group, “Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area,” SurveyLA Historic Resources Survey Report, prepared 
for the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, February 2017, 9-10. 
23 Barry Lank, “How Did Cypress Park Lose 1,258 Residents,” The Eastsider, October 13, 2021. 
24 Latino Historic Context Statement, 8; Richard Griswold Del Castillo, The Los Angeles Barrio, 1850-1890 (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1979), 35. 
25 Ricardo Romo, East Los Angeles: History of a Barrio (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1983), 59. 
26 Latino Historic Context Statement, 11. 
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“deteriorating” due to the presence of non-white residents.27 This restricted many Latino 

residents to certain areas of the city. 

Following World War II, settlement patterns began to change. Whereas surrounding white 
suburbs had long been closed off to Mexicans and other non-whites, this began to change after 

Shelley v. Kraemer (1948), the U.S. Supreme Court decision that outlawed race restrictive 
covenants.28 This ruling enabled a small number of ethnic Mexicans to move into formerly all-

white suburbs by the 1950s. At the same time, many of the older, established Mexican 

neighborhoods in and around downtown were displaced by redevelopment and freeway 
constructions. Freeway development decimated the Mateo/Cabrini district, a settlement of 

Mexican and Italian immigrants near downtown Los Angeles that was razed during construction 
of the Santa Monica Freeway in the 1960s. This forced many Mexicans to move to Boyle Heights, 

Lincoln Heights, and other eastside neighborhoods, accelerating white flight out of the area.29 As 

argued by Eric Avila, in East Los Angeles, freeways framed the emerging identity of Mexican 
America: 

It is hard to think of any part of any American city as hard hit by highway 

construction as East Los Angeles in the 1950s and 1960s. Although a handful of 
residents expressed early opposition to highway construction, their protests 

fizzled, leaving East Los Angeles to emerge, simultaneously, as the nation’s largest 
Spanish-speaking barrio and the heart of Southern California’s sprawling freeway 

system. By the 1970s, the Chicano movement had exploded beneath and between 

the ubiquitous freeways of East Los Angeles.30 

In the 1960s and 1970s, Northeast Los Angeles neighborhoods including Cypress Park and 
Highland Park were also hubs for the Latino community. Murals in Northeast Los Angeles 

reflected this growing identity and included A History of Mexico (1975) by Anthony Padilla at the 
Florence Nightingale Junior High School in Cypress Park and History of Highland Park (1978) by 

Judith Baca, Joe Bravo, Sonya Fe, and Arnold Ramirez in Highland Park. 

Mexican Food and the Taco in Los Angeles 

The history of Mexican food in Los Angeles reaches back to the 18th century but truly accelerated 
with the introduction of the tamale wagon in the 19th century. The tamale wagon was 

characterized by a two-by-four pushcart or eight-foot-long wagon from which cooks sold 

27 Gene Slater, Freedom to Discriminate: How Realtors Conspired to Segregate Housing and Divide America (Berkeley, CA: Heyday, 
2021), 56-62. 
28 Latino Historic Context Statement, 20. 
29 Latino Historic Context Statement, 20. 
30 Eric Avila, The Folklore of the Freeway: Race and Revolt in the Modernist City (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2014), 
120, 146. 
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tamales. In 1880, the Los Angeles Herald wrote, “The experience of our Eastern visitors will be 

incomplete unless they sample” a Los Angeles street tamale.31  

By the turn of the century, more than one hundred tamale wagons sold their wares on Los 
Angeles’ street corners. Despite their popularity, attempts by businessmen to legislate the tamale 

wagons out of existence finally succeeded in the 1920s. As recorded in the Los Angeles Times, 
“One by one the old landmarks of Los Angeles pass out along the corridors of memory. They 

belong not to the new order of things—they were born of the pueblo—they perish in the 

metropolis. Tamale Row near the Plaza is the last relic to be discarded.”32  

Mexican cuisine in the city transformed in the ensuing decades from the earlier mobile tamale 

wagons to more Americanized restaurants, often marketed as “Sonoran” or “Spanish” food.33 

Olvera Street particularly became a popular location in the city for this type of cuisine. Harry 
Chandler and Christine Sterling, developers of modern Olvera Street, forced all the vendors to 

dress in “native” costume and “affect the pomposity of Spanish dons and senoritas; those who 
refused faced eviction.”34 As recounted by Gustavo Arellano in Taco USA, those early restaurants 

signaled a shift in the available taco: 

The style of the taco varied outside of Olvera Street in those early years; in the 

workplace and at home, Mexican laborers ate them from soft tortillas, fresh from 
the grill; in restaurants, Americans enjoyed tacos as tortillas dunked in the fryer, 

then stuffed. So-called taco houses popped up across Southern California, casual 
restaurants where patrons enjoyed them freshly made; everywhere else, the taco 

was just another dish on an increasing number of menus.35  

Hard shell tacos “offered outsiders an entrée that made the mysteries of Mexican food more 

accessible.”36 A new mechanical taco fryer, invented by restaurateur Juvencio Maldonado, 
streamlined the production of hard-shell tacos. Founded in 1946, the Taco House of Los Angeles 

was quickly imitated by numerous one-off restaurants in the city, including Bert’s Taco Junction 
and Frank’s Taco Inn.37 These restaurants were soon competing with growing franchises; Glen Bell 

began his business in Southern California, making Taco Bell a household name. 

Contemporaneously, Mexican families in midcentury Los Angeles took advantage of the rise of 
the automobile to sell tamales, enchiladas, and tacos, out of trucks. These foods were prepared 

beforehand at home, then sold throughout the course of the day.38 These “cold trucks” were 

camper-like vehicles that largely catered to the working classes by parking near construction sites 

31 Los Angeles Herald, August 28, 1880, as quoted in Gustavo Arellano, Taco USA: How Mexican Food Conquered America (New York: 
Scribner, 2012), 55. 
32 “Lunch Wagons Go,” Los Angeles Times, February 25, 1924. 
33 Arellano, Taco USA, 76. 
34 Arellano, Taco USA, 58. 
35 Arellano, Taco USA, 58. 
36 Jeffrey M. Pilcher, Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican Food (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), 140. 
37 Pilchner, 140-141. 
38 Arellano, Taco USA, 163. 
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or industrial buildings which were too far from food establishments for workers to leave for food 

or snacks.39 

It was not until the 1970s that tacos were sold fresh from a truck. In 1974, Raul O. and Maria G. 
Martinez, immigrants from Mexico City, repurposed a former ice cream truck with a stove and 

grill and sold fresh tacos from their truck. This invention revolutionized the culinary scene of Los 
Angeles, and the nation. The taco truck was born.40 

King Taco 

Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez were both born in Mexico and moved to Los Angeles in 1969. With 

only 12 MX pesos in their pockets, they could not afford bus tickets and were briefly held up in 
Tijuana. A bystander overheard their situation and purchased tickets for them.41 Once in Los 

Angeles, Raul O. Martinez held several jobs, including as a dishwasher, before the couple 

purchased their truck and outfitted it to serve tacos in 1974. 

With that purchase, Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez revolutionized the taco in Los Angeles, and 
their new food truck, also known as a lonchera, offered cuts that weren’t even standard fare in 

Mexican restaurants such as cabeza and al pastor.42 Al Pastor in particular became a favorite. Al 
Pastor is traditionally lamb meat prepared on an upright grill or spit; it arrived in Puebla, Mexico in 

the 1940s with the Lebanese community.43 Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez served as the sole 

operators of their taco truck, and sold their specialty Carne Estilo de Mexico in neighborhoods and 
commercial districts in the evening, an enterprising shift from the workplace lunch circuit.44 Their 

truck became a harbinger of authentic Mexican gastronomy in Los Angeles. 

King Taco was one of the earliest, if not the first, taco truck in Los Angeles.45 It has since become 
a Los Angeles institution, with more than 20 brick and mortar locations.46 As historian Gustavo 

Arellano writes, King Taco’s “success spurred other enterprising Mexicans to follow its example. 
By 1987, about five hundred loncheras served Southern California, all introducing the foods 

brought to the United States by the latest waves of Mexican immigrants.”47  

Within a decade of King Taco opening, the Los Angeles Times wrote that hot food trucks were 

ubiquitous in the Southland, with over 3,500 in operation. “Only in recent years—and mainly in 

39 Herbert J. Vida, “Southland Phenomenon: Catering Trucks Find that Most Like it Hot,” Los Angeles Times, May 3, 1982, 52. 
40 Arellano, Taco USA, 163-164. 
41 “Our Story,” King Taco, accessed on April 21 at: https://kingtaco.com/history/ 
42 Arellano, Taco USA, 163-164. 
43 Deborah Holtz and Juan Carlos Mena, Tacopedia (New York: Phaidon Press, 2015), 95. 
44 David R. Diaz, Barrio Urbanism: Chicanos, Planning and American Cities (UK: Taylor & Francis, 2005), 139; Mark Vallianatos, “To 
Serve and Protect: Food Trucks and Food Safety in a Transforming Los Angeles,” in Food Trucks, Cultural Identity, and Social Justice, 
ed. Julian Agyeman, Caitlin Matthews, and Hannah Sobel, (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2017), 78. 
45 Arellano, Taco USA, 164. 
46 Arellano, Taco USA, 164. 
47 Loncheras traditionally served the working class and were typically seen in the same place each day, providing lower class families 
access to fresh food in their own neighborhood. Arellano, Taco USA, 164; Jesús Hermosillo, Loncheras: A Look at the Stationary Food 
Trucks of Los Angeles, Master’s Thesis, UCLA School of Urban Planning, 2010, 6. 
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Southern California—have hot trucks emerged to dominate the trade.”48 Loncheras could “be 

found almost anywhere in the Los Angeles area, but they tend to congregate in heavily Latino 
areas… you’ll find them in Van Nuys, Pacoima, Florence, Huntington Park, Wilmington and 

anywhere down Brooklyn Avenue [in East Los Angeles].’” 49 King Taco had started a Latino 
culinary revolution in Los Angeles. 

The importance of the taco truck as part of Latino culture in Los Angeles was cemented in the 

1980s and 1990s. During this period, taco truck operators contributed to a sense of cultural 

identity in many immigrant communities and built foodways into Los Angeles.50 In discussing 
Latino vending landscapes, geographer Lorena Munoz suggests that “nostalgic memories are in 

part what is being consumed and what creates a certain ‘sense of place’ for the vendors as well as 
the consumers.”51 However, the introduction of Mexican food trucks into majority white areas and 

areas affected by white flight could “give a racial tinge to policy debates over food trucks,” as Los 

Angeles sought to increasingly apply food safety rules and inspections.52  

Despite challenges of running and maintaining a taco truck, Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez were 

successful and sought to expand King Taco. They opened their first brick-and-mortar King Taco 

restaurant in Cypress Park in 1975, six months after they started the taco truck business. The 
site’s large parking lot was home to the King Taco trucks.53 The location originally prepared food 

for their fleet of vans, but it also became a restaurant in its own right as patrons often ate their 
meals on the hoods of their cars.  

Raul O. Martinez described making a taco as an “art.” 54 He and his wife invested significant time 

and effort into running their business, and as a result, they were immensely successful and were 

quickly able to expand the restaurant into a chain with locations across East Los Angeles. The 
second King Taco location opened in 1978 on Ford and 3rd Street. By 1994, they had established 14 

King Taco restaurants, grossing over $21 million.  

Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez also influenced the type of taco served in Los Angeles restaurants. 
Pulitzer-winning Los Angeles Times food critic Jonathan Gold perhaps said it best: 

King Taco may have been the first place that solidified what we all think of as the 

modern Los Angeles taco sensibility. Sure, there had been tacos al pastor before he 
did them, but after the popularity of King Taco, everybody has tacos al pastor. 

People had had carnitas before, but suddenly, everybody had carnitas… It just 

seemed to form the template of what the modern Los Angeles taqueria should 

48 Herbert J. Vida, “Southland Phenomenon: Catering Trucks Find that Most Like it Hot,” Los Angeles Times, May 3, 1982, 52. 
49 Jesus Sanchez, “Taco Trucks put Aspiring Immigrants on Wheels,” Los Angeles Times, November 16, 1987, 46. 
50 Vallianatos, 79. 
51 Lorena Munoz, ‘Tamales…Elotes…Champurrado…’ The Production of Latino Vending Landscapes in Los Angeles, PhD Dissertation, 
University of Southern California, Geography, 2008, 147-148 in Vallianatos, 79. 
52 Vallianatos, 80. 
53 “King: Restaurant Started from Truck,” Los Angeles Times, November 16, 1987, 46. 
54 “King: Restaurant Started from Truck,” Los Angeles Times, November 16, 1987, 46. 
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be… [Before King Taco] when you talk about tacos, they were fried. Then suddenly, 

almost all at the same time, everybody in the city realized that a taco was not this 
sort of crunchy, pre-fried thing with orange cheese and lettuce that they’d grown 

up eating. But it was something else that was made with a fresh tortilla, that was 
soft, that had been rolled and filled with spicy meat and salsa, and cilantro.55 

Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez often took over existing, vacant fast food stands and gas stations 

for their new restaurants. As recounted by David Diaz in Barrio Urbanism: Chicanos, Planning and 

American Cities, King Taco thus “played a significant role in local economic revitalization by 
improving the urban landscape of aging commercial districts.”56 While the King Taco food truck 

revolutionized Mexican mobile dining in Los Angeles, and the soft shell taco introduced authentic 
Mexican tacos into mainstream dining, the Martinez’s brick-and-mortar stores also played a role 

in neighborhood revitalization. King Taco restaurants cropped up across Los Angeles County, and 

include locations in Cypress Park, East Los Angeles, Glendale, Baldwin Park, Walnut Park, and 
Bellflower, among many others. 

King Taco has had a continued impact on the community, its workers, and the food scene in Los 

Angeles. “I’ve been eating here since it first opened…It feels like home here,” remarked Cypress 
Park resident Emily Ramirez, “I’d rather come here than any other place.”57 As remembered by 

long-time employee and accounting manager Felipe Mercado: 

King Taco represents the introduction of the authentic Mexican taco to the public 
in Los Angeles… The quality of its ingredients, the consistency of its taste and 

flavor and the unique salsas have always been first and present, even in times of 

inflation and scarcity of ingredients, King Taco has never declined or accepted 
lower quality products, even if sacrificing profit margins. The drive for customer 

satisfaction, the hard work and efficiency installed by its founder Raul O. Martinez, 
is a trademark of all its operations, from production to distribution, customer 

service and administration, the high volume output is similar to none, separating 

King Taco from the quick service food industry standards.58 

After a long career of overseeing King Taco and its operations, Raul O. Martinez passed away in 
2013. As of 2025, King Taco has 24 locations throughout Los Angeles and San Bernardino 

Counties. King Taco continues to serve as a Los Angeles staple, with its original restaurant a pillar 
of Latino culinary identity in Cypress Park. 

55 “King Taco: Critic Jonathan Gold on What it Means to LA,” LAist Off Ramp, December 6, 2013. 
56 Diaz, Barrio Urbanism, 139. 
57 “King Taco: Critic Jonathan Gold on What it Means to LA,” LAist Off Ramp, December 6, 2013. 
58 Felipe Mercado, “King Taco Restaurant, its Success,” personal communication, March 26, 2025. 
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Integrity 

The building at 1118 Cypress Avenue retains sufficient historic integrity to convey its significance. 

Although the building has undergone several alterations, most of these occurred early in the 
business’ lifetime, when the building was first purchased and expanded to accommodate King 

Taco’s growth.  

Eligibility standards in the Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement for properties that are 
potentially eligible under Criterion 1 within the theme of Commercial Identity (1910-1980) note 

that eligible properties must retain integrity of location, design, feeling, materials, and association. 
The historic context statement also notes that “integrity is based on the period during which the 

significant business occupied the property.”59 King Taco retains the required aspects of integrity 

from the period of significance, which spans from its opening by Raul O. and Maria G. Martinez in 
1975 to Raul O. Martinez’s death in 2013. 

Location 

Although the building was previously moved, it has been located at the intersection of Cypress 

Avenue and Roseview Avenue in the Cypress Park neighborhood of Los Angeles since 1960, 
before the period of significance for King Taco (1975-2013). It has not been relocated since King 

Taco occupied the building in 1975. It therefore retains integrity of location. 

Design 

The building has undergone some alterations over the last 50 years. This includes additions to the 
south and west façades in 1976, 1978, and 1979, and the enclosure of the south awning in 1996. 

However, most of these alterations took place during the period of significance and reflect an 

expansion of the business necessitated by its growing popularity. Additionally, the building retains 
the character-defining features that reflect its intended design, such as the original fenestration 

pattern and shed roof from the 1970s. Although the primary entrance was relocated and infilled, 
the style and location of the door is in keeping with the original design. Moreover, the 1996 

enclosure of the south awning was designed to be compatible with, but differentiated from, the 

original building. It therefore retains integrity of design. 

Setting 

At the time of its relocation to Cypress Park in 1960, the building was one of several low-rise 
commercial buildings located along Cypress Avenue in an otherwise residential area. The area 
remains commercial and residential in character with minimal development since that time. The 
building therefore retains integrity of setting.  

59 GPA Consulting and Becky Nicolaides, SurveyLA: Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement, prepared for the City of Los 
Angeles Office of Historic Resources, September 15, 2015, 39. 
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Materials 

Although there have been alterations to the building overtime, most were completed for and by 

King Taco to accommodate the business’ growth over the past 50 years. King Taco retains most 
physical elements from the period of significance including its brick cladding, cement plaster 

exterior, steel windows, and corrugated metal roof. It therefore retains integrity of materials. 

Workmanship 

The building retains the physical evidence of mid- to late-20th century construction techniques. 
This includes concrete block construction, metal support posts, and corrugated metal siding and 
roofing, completed during its period of significance. The building therefore retains integrity of 
workmanship.  

Feeling 

The building retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship. It therefore 
retains the significant physical features that convey its character and express the aesthetic and 

historic sense of a fast food restaurant established in Cypress Park. This feeling has remained 
intact from its relocation to the site in 1960 and its first occupancy by King Taco in 1975, to today. 

It therefore retains integrity of feeling. 

Association 

The building retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling. It 
thus retains the essential physical features that make up its character as a restaurant in Cypress 

Park associated with 1970s Mexican American culinary development in the area. From the mid-

1970s to today, the building has served as the home of the King Taco franchise as location #1. It 
therefore retains integrity of association. 

17



Bibliography 

Anderson, M. Kat. Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of 
California’s Native Resources. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2005. 

Arellano, Gustavo. Taco USA: How Mexican Food Conquered America. New York: Scribner, 2012. 

Areyan, Alex Moreno. Mexican Americans in Los Angeles. Charleston, Arcadia Publishing, 2012. 

Avila, Eric. The Folklore of the Freeway: Race and Revolt in the Modernist City. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 2014. 

Bean, Lowell John and Charles R. Smith. “Gabrieliño.” In California. Ed. Robert F. Heizer, vol. 8, 
Handbook of North American Indians, Ed. Robert F. Sturtevant. Washington, DC: 
Smithsonian Institution, 1978. 

Bolton, Herbert Eugene. Fray Juan Crespi Missionary Explorer on the Pacific Coast, 1769-1774. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1927. 

California, U.S., Spanish Land Records, 1784-1868. Spanish Archives Translations. 

Diaz, David R. Barrio Urbanism: Chicanos, Planning and American Cities. UK: Taylor & Francis, 2005. 

Fagan, Brian. Before California: An Archaeologist Looks at Our Earliest Inhabitants. New York, NY: 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2003. 

Fisher, Charles J. “Historic Cypress Park.” Our Corner Stone. Highland Park Heritage Trust, Volume 
XIV, Issue 1. Winter 2009. 

GPA Consulting and Beck Nicolaides. Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement. Prepared for 
the City of Los Angeles. September 15, 2015. 

Griswold Del Castillo, Richard. The Los Angeles Barrio, 1850-1890. Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press, 1979. 

Harris Jen, “Raul Martinez Sr., Founder of King Taco, Dies at 71.” Los Angeles Times. December 4, 
2013. 

Hermosillo, Jesús. Loncheras: A Look at the Stationary Food Trucks of Los Angeles. Master’s Thesis, 
UCLA School of Urban Planning, 2010. 

Historic Resources Group and Galvin Preservation Associates. “Northeast Los Angeles River 
Revitalization Area.” Historic Resources Survey Report. Prepared for the City of Los 
Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency. June 2012. 

Historic Resources Group, “Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan Area.” SurveyLA Historic 
Resources Survey Report. Prepared for the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic 
Resources. February 2017. 

Holtz, Deborah and Juan Carlos Men. Tacopedia. New York: Phaidon Press, 2015. 

Johnston, Bernice Eastman. California’s Gabrielino Indians. Los Angeles, CA: Southwest Museum, 
1962. 

“King: Restaurant Started from Truck.” Los Angeles Times. November 16, 1987. 

“King Taco: Critic Jonathan Gold on What it Means to LA.” LAist Off Ramp. December 6, 2013. 

18



Lank, Barry. “How Did Cypress Park Lose 1,258 Residents.” The Eastsider. October 13, 2021. 

“Lunch Wagons Go.” Los Angeles Times. February 25, 1924. 

McCawley, William. The First Angelinos: The Gabrielino Indians of Los Angeles. Banning, CA: Malki 
Museum Press, 1996. 

McCawley, William. O, My Ancestors: Recognition and Renewal for the Gabrielino-Tongva People of 
the Los Angeles Area. Berkeley, CA: Heyday Books, 2009. 

Munoz, Lorena. “Tamales…Elotes…Champurrado…” The Production of Latino Vending Landscapes in 
Los Angeles. PhD Dissertation. University of Southern California, Geography, 2008. 

Pilcher, Jeffrey M. Planet Taco: A Global History of Mexican Food. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2012. 

Romo, Ricardo. East Los Angeles: History of a Barrio. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1983. 

Sanchez, Jesus. “Taco Trucks put Aspiring Immigrants on Wheels.” Los Angeles Times. November 
16, 1987. 

Singleton, Heather Valdez. “Surviving Urbanization: The Gabrieleno, 1850-1928.” Wicazo Sa Review 
19, no. 2, Colonization/Decolonization, I (Autumn 2004). 

Slater, Gene. Freedom to Discriminate: How Realtors Conspired to Segregate Housing and Divide 
America. Berkeley, CA: Heyday, 2021. 

Southern District of California (BANC MSS Land Case Files 23 SD). Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Swanson, Roger. “‘If Only We Could Get More People in the Library.’” Highland Park News-Herald 
and Journal. April 15, 1971. 

Vallianatos, Mark. “To Serve and Protect: Food Trucks and Food Safety in a Transforming Los 
Angeles.” In Food Trucks, Cultural Identity, and Social Justice. Ed. Julian Agyeman, Caitlin 
Matthews, and Hannah Sobel. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2017. 

19



Primary Photographs 

Main façade of 1118 Cypress Avenue, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 

20



Main façade of 1118 Cypress Avenue, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 

21



Assessor Map 

22



Newspapers 

“Notice of Intent to Sell,” Valley Times, April 15, 1954. 

Advertisement, Valley Times, May 15, 1954, 21. 

Issue Licenses to Businesses New in Valley,” 

Van Nuys News, July 7, 1957, 34. 

23



Advertisement, Lincoln Heights 

Bulletin News, February 23, 1961, 
21. 

“Que Susto Nos Dieron…,” Eastside Journal, October 29, 
1980. 

“King: Restauranteur Started from 
Truck,” Los Angeles Times, November 16, 1987, 46. 

24



25



26



Advertisement, LA Weekly, March 1, 1990, 49. 

27



SurveyLA 
Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement 

City of Los Angeles 

Department of City Planning 

Office of Historic Resources 

September 15, 2015 

Prepared by: 

and 

Becky Nicolaides 

28



SurveyLA 

Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement 

Theme 1 – Commercial Identity, 1910 - 1980 

Throughout much of the twentieth century, trends in the development of Latino-owned 

businesses in Los Angeles followed settlement patterns and trends in population growth. 

As populations in particular areas of the city increased, the demand for goods and 

services also increased, and entrepreneurial Latinos established businesses to meet the 

rising demand. Businesses ranged from small to large, though most were small and 

family-owned. Some served basic needs, while others provided entertainment. Typical 

businesses included bakeries, tortillerias (tortilla factories), barbershops, billiard halls, 

pharmacies, movie houses, restaurants, dance halls, hotels, printing shops, funeral 

homes, money transfer agencies, and auto repair shops.83 After World War II, there was 

a steady rise in Latino businesses as a result of increased access to capital and the G.I. 

Bill. During the 1960s and 1970s, some Latino businesses expanded by broadening their 

markets or diversifying their services. 

The first Latino population boom in twentieth-century California occurred in the 1910s 

when emigration from Mexico increased amidst political unrest and poor economic 

conditions. Many immigrants from this period worked in agriculture or on railroads. 

Because the work in the fields and along the tracks was temporary, seasonal, and low 

paid, it did not lead to permanent residential settlement for workers in rural areas. In 

search of steady work and better pay, many immigrants relocated to urban centers, 

such as Los Angeles in the 1920s, joining Mexican Americans who had been living in the 

city for generations.84  

Mexican immigrants tended to 

settle in Downtown, Boyle Heights, 

and Belvedere (outside the L.A. 

City limits). The Latino populations 

in these areas grew over time, and 

people began to establish homes 

and businesses. The businesses 

served the needs of the 

community and often engaged in 

trade with Mexico in order to offer 

goods not available in the general 

market place.85 A look at the 

businesses in the North Main Street 

district of Downtown at the time 

provides a good understanding of 

Latino commerce during the 

period. Music store Repertorio 

83 Geraldo L. Cadava, "Entrepreneurs from the Beginning: Latino Business and Commerce since the 16th 

Century," in American Latinos and the Making of the United States: A Theme Study, (Washington, D.C.: 

National Park Service, 2013), 220-221. 
84 Ibid. 
85 Ibid. 

There was a concentration of Latino-owned businesses on 

North Main Street during the 1920s.  

(Los Angeles Public Library) 
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Musical Mexicana, founded by Mauricio Calderón around 1920, was the center of the 

Latino music trade in the city.86 La Ciudad de Mexico, a department store, offered 

shoppers “everything from clothing to chile to milk to lunch boxes.”87 Further down the 

street, Farmacia Hidalgo offered medicine, traditional Mexican remedies, and other 

common drugstore sundries, like Mexican sodas and ice cream.88  

Whether they offered basic goods, 

entertainment, or professional services, 

Latino businesses in the 1920s rarely 

engaged in commerce outside of the 

barrio.89 Rather, most were insular and 

reflected the racially and ethnically 

segregated nature of Los Angeles at the 

time. Many businesses were established 

along major corridors or at intersections 

within barrio limits, forming commercial 

districts, such as the one that developed 

along East 1st Street, immediately west of 

the Los Angeles River and east of the 

Plaza.90 While several Latino businesses 

existed along North Main Street and in 

the Plaza area in the 1920s and 1930s, 

rents along the railroad tracks, which 

followed the path of the Los Angeles 

River, were cheaper which made it 

easier for entrepreneurs to start new 

businesses. The proprietors of these 

businesses often lived nearby, making the railroad barrio the area with the greatest 

proportion of white-collar Latino workers in the city.91  

Latino business stagnated during the Depression, along with the rest of the Los Angeles 

economy. Some survived, many did not, and repatriation undoubtedly had a negative 

effect. It was during this period of economic strife that Olvera Street was transformed 

into a Mexican marketplace oriented toward tourists. The transformation of Olvera 

Street began in 1926 when Christine Sterling learned of a plan to demolish the Avila 

Adobe, the oldest existing home in the city. Sterling quickly found that renovating the 

adobe would be only the first step in attracting tourists to the Plaza area. Lured to Los 

Angeles by promotional literature that idealized California's past, she imagined Olvera 

Street as a place to experience "the romance of old Mexico." With the support of Harry 

86 Sánchez, Becoming Mexican American, 182. 
87 Douglas Monroy, “Making Mexico in Los Angeles,” in Metropolis in the Making: Los Angeles in the 1920s, 

eds. Tom Sitton and William Deverell (Los Angeles, CA: University of California Press, 2006), 165. 
88 Ibid. 
89 Cadava, 221. 
90 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Los Angeles 1906-Jan. 1951 vol. 14, 1921-Nov. 1949, Sheet 1417; and Los 

Angeles City Directories. 
91 Sánchez, Becoming Mexican American, 196. 

Latino-owned businesses on Olvera Street during 

the 1930s included import stores and Mexican 

restaurants. (Los Angeles Public Library) 
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Chandler, publisher of the Los Angeles Times, she managed to have the street paved 

and the buildings rehabilitated. Most, but not all, of the businesses were operated by 

Mexican Americans. Although Olvera Street blurred the line between history and 

mythology, it allowed some businesses to survive during an especially bleak period for 

Mexican Americans.92  

The G.I. Bill helped to usher in a new era of Latino business after World War II. It offered 

veterans increased access to education, small business loans, and home ownership 

outside of barrios.93 This increased access, along with steady population growth, 

resulted in a boom period for Latino businesses.94 Returning veterans, along with second 

and third generation immigrants, created more businesses in the postwar period than 

any previous generation.95 Rafael Vega, for instance, opened Casa Vega in 1956. He 

was inspired to open the Mexican restaurant by his parents who operated Café 

Caliente on Olvera Street. Other Latino businesses established in the 1950s include La 

Mascota Bakery in Boyle Heights. 

As in the 1920s and 1930s, Latino businesses in the postwar period were mostly small and 

family-owned. The Latino population in Los Angeles continued to grow steadily, 

creating an increased customer base. Many new businesses continued the earlier trend 

of catering primarily to Latino customers. Pan American Bank, for example, was 

established in 1964 by Romana Acosta Bañuelos, who would later become the first 

Latina United States Treasurer in 1971.96 The bank’s primary mission was to serve the 

“under-represented and under-served consumers and small businesses of East Los 

Angeles.”97 Over time, the bank became a critical local business, providing loans and 

financial services and promoting economic growth in the area.98 

While most postwar entrepreneurs established their businesses to cater to Latino 

customers, some were able to expand into broader markets due to two important mid-

twentieth century phenomena. First, increasing numbers of Latinos were relocating from 

barrios to suburbs, and second, Latino goods, especially music and food, were 

becoming rapidly commoditized.99 A prime example of a Latino business from the 

postwar period that broadened its market and achieved great success was Sloan's Dry 

Cleaners & Laundry. The Latino heritage of Sloan's is largely unknown because the 

family surname is not Spanish. The company was founded by Edward and Vivian Sloan. 

Edward was born in Texas to a Canadian father and a Mexican American mother. 

Vivian was born in Arizona to Native American parents. Edward and Vivian moved to 

L.A. in 1935 and settled in Boyle Heights. Their first business was a shoe repair shop on

92 Jean Bruce Poole and Tevvy Ball, El Pueblo: The Heart of Los Angeles (Los Angeles: The Getty 

Conservation Institute and the J. Paul Getty Museum), 44-55.  
93 Cadava, 222. 
94 Cadava, 223. 
95 Ibid. 
96 “About Pan American Bank,” Pan American Bank, accessed April 22, 2014, 

http://www.panamericanbank.us/about/. 
97 Ibid. 
98 Although the bank was based in East L.A., it was an important source of capital for businesses in Los 

Angeles.  
99 Ibid. 
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Whittier Boulevard near Euclid Avenue.100 

By 1940, the business had diversified into 

dry cleaning.101 Their son, Edward Jr. 

continues to operate the family business, 

which grew to multiple locations as far east 

as El Monte. 

Beginning in the 1970s, L.A.’s Latino 

population diversified significantly with an 

increase in immigration from Central 

America, particularly El Salvador and 

Guatemala. Pico-Union in the Westlake 

district became an important hub of 

Central American commerce. Stores, 

bakeries, and restaurants were some of the 

earliest businesses. Examples include El 

Salvador Café, reportedly the first 

Salvadoran restaurant in Los Angeles, and 

Café Antigua Guatemala, a Guatemalan 

bakery.102 Because the practice of sending remittances to relatives in home countries 

was an important aspect of Central American life, banks and wire transfer services 

became important community businesses. One such bank was Banco Agricola, a 

Salvadoran bank that established a Los Angeles branch on Vermont Avenue to 

facilitate transactions with El Salvador.103 

The following tables describe designated and known resources associated with the 

commercial development of the Latino community of Los Angeles. Eligibility Standards 

address a range of commercial property types. 

Designated Resources 

Resource Name Location Comments 

Cielito Lindo 23 Olvera Street This food stand has been serving 

Mexican food since 1934. 

Originally the food was cooked 

at the home of the owner and 

carried in bundles. The property 

is located in El Pueblo State 

Historic Park. 

100 Los Angeles City Directories, 1936 and 1938.  
101 U.S. Census, 1940.  
102 Rosamaría Segura, Images of America: Central Americans in Los Angeles (Charleston, SC: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2009), 71. 
103 Ibid, 76. 

El Salvador Café was founded in 1950, making it 

one of the oldest Central American businesses in 

L.A. (www.goodcleanliving.com) 
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Resource Name Location Comments 

El Paseo Inn 11 Olvera Street El Paseo Inn restaurant was 

established in the 1930s and was 

originally located in another 

building on Olvera Street, W-

23. In 1953, it moved to its

current location at E-11, which

had been occupied by Café

Caliente.  Original owners Mrs.

Elena Pelufo and Mr. Frank

Webb sold El Paseo Inn at E-11,

to Andy M. Camacho. The

property is located in El Pueblo

State Historic Park.

La Golondrina Mexican 

Cafe 

17 Olvera Street La Golondrina opened as La 

Misión Café on South Spring 

Street in 1924. When the block 

was scheduled to be 

demolished for the construction 

of a new City Hall in 1928, the 

business moved to the 

Pelanconi House on Olvera 

Street. The property is located in 

El Pueblo State Historic Park. 

La Luz del Dia 1 Olvera Street La Luz del Dia evolved from a 

Mexican market with the same 

name that opened in 1915 at 

another location. The business 

has been at this location since 

1959. The property is located in 

El Pueblo State Historic Park. 

Known Resources 

Resource Name Location Comments 

Arturo’s Fine Mexican Food 25720 S. Western Avenue Opened in 1960, Arturo's is one 

of the oldest continuously 

operating restaurants in Harbor 

City. It has been a gathering 

place for the Latino community 

for more than fifty years. 

Botica del Pueblo 2035 W. 7th Street This pharmacy has been serving 

the Latino community in 

Westlake since the late 1970s. 

Henry Albert Hernandez now 

runs the family business. 
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Resource Name Location Comments 

Candela's Guitars 2724 E. Cesar Chavez 

Avenue 

This guitar shop is one of the 

leading makers of handcrafted 

guitars for classical, flamenco, 

and mariachi music. One of 

their guitars is on display at the 

Smithsonian. 

Casa Vega 13301 Ventura Boulevard Opened in 1956, Casa Vega is 

the oldest Mexican restaurant in 

Sherman Oaks. The original 

owner, Rafael Vega was 

inspired to open the restaurant 

by his parents who operated 

Café Caliente on Olvera Street. 

Casita del Campo 1920 Hyperion Avenue Casita del Campo was 

established in 1963 by Rudy del 

Campo, a professional dancer 

best known for his role in the film 

version of Westside Story. 

El Cholo 1121 S. Western Avenue 

The building at this location 

has been expanded and 

remodeled.  

El Cholo is the oldest Mexican 

restaurant in L.A. It opened in 

1923 as the Sonora Cafe on 

Broadway. The daughter of the 

owners opened another El 

Cholo on Western Avenue in 

1927. 

El Mercado de Los Angeles 3425 E. 1st Street Built in 1968, El Mercado is a 

Mexican-style indoor marketplace 

that provides clothing, ingredients, 

and cultural items imported from 

Mexico that are difficult to find 

elsewhere. On the top level, 

mariachi groups provide music and 

folklore for diners and social 

gatherings. 

El Piojito 2104 W. 7th Street This discount department store 

has been serving the Latino 

community in Westlake since 

the late 1970s. 
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Resource Name Location Comments 

El Tepeyac Café 812 N. Evergreen Avenue This restaurant has been an 

institution in Boyle Heights for 

over half a century. Originally 

called El Tupinamba Café, the 

restaurant was founded in 1942 

in downtown Los Angeles. Then 

it moved to Lincoln Heights 

where it was called La Villa 

Café. The restaurant has been 

at this location since 1952. 

Felipe Bagües Mortuary 4221 E. Cesar Chavez 

Avenue (East L.A. 1932-

2014) 

1936 E. 1st Street (second 

location 1956-2014) 

Bagües and Sons Mortuary 

opened in 1928 in an old burlap 

factory. Felipe and Lucy Bagües 

started the business, which 

catered to the Latino 

community. In 1932, the 

mortuary moved to Brooklyn 

Avenue. Manuel Bagües took 

over the family business, which 

closed in 2014. 

King Taco 1118 Cypress Avenue Founded in 1974, King Taco 

began its operation from a 

converted ice cream truck and 

now has twenty restaurants. The 

original and oldest location is in 

Cypress Park. 

La Mascota Bakery 2715 E. Whittier Boulevard This is the oldest Mexican bakery 

in Boyle Heights. Established in 

1952, according to the owners, 

but the building was 

constructed in 1959. 

La Cabaña 738 Rose Avenue This is the oldest Mexican 

restaurant in Venice. The Haro 

family opened it in 1963. 

Los Cinco Puntos 3300 E. Cesar Chavez 

Boulevard 

This restaurant/meat market has 

been a Boyle Heights institution 

for over fifty years. Vincent and 

Connie Sotelo opened at this 

location in 1967. 

La Favorita Bakery 2301 E. 4th Street Jorge Beltran and his father 

opened this bakery in 1971. 

Sloan's Dry Cleaners & 

Laundry  

3001 N. Main Street Edward and Vivian Sloan 

incorporated this business in 

1951. By 1956, they had stores all 

over Los Angeles. 
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Theme: Commercial Identity 

Summary Statement of 

Significance: A resource evaluated under this theme may be significant in the 

areas of commerce, ethnic heritage, and/or social history for its 

association with the Latino community. Latino-owned businesses 

document the settlement patterns of different segments of the 

population and were often popular meeting places. 

Period of Significance: 1910 - 1980 

Period of Significance 

Justification:  The period of significance begins in 1910, the earliest extant 

examples of Latino-owned businesses date from the first decade 

of the twentieth century. 1980 is the end date for SurveyLA and 

may be extended as part of future survey work.  

Geographic Locations: Throughout Los Angeles, but with the highest concentration in the 

areas between Westlake and Boyle Heights 

Area(s) of Significance:  Commerce, Ethnic Heritage, Social History 

Criteria:   NR:  A  CR:  1  Local:  1 

Associated Property Types:  Commercial – Retail Building, Restaurant, and Market 

Property Type Description:  Property types under this theme include a variety of commercial 

businesses, such as restaurants, markets and retail stores. 

Property Type Significance: Properties significant under this theme played an important role in 

the commercial development of the Latino community in Los 

Angeles. 

Eligibility Standards: 

 Is associated with a Latino business that made important contributions to commercial

growth and development

 Was the founding location of, or the long-term location of, a Latino business significant in

commercial history

Character-Defining/Associative Features: 

 For National Register, properties associated with events that date from the last 50 years

must possess exceptional importance
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 Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period of significance

 Was the founding location of a business significant in Latino commercial history

 Was the long-term location of a business significant in Latino commercial history

 May have particular significance for its association with a Latino neighborhood or

community in Los Angeles

 May be associated with a business/corporation that has gained regional or national

importance

Integrity Considerations: 

 Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, Materials, and Association from the

period of significance

 Integrity is based on the period during which the significant business occupied the

property

 Setting may have changed
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Building Permit Table 
YEAR PERMIT NO. WORK PERFORMED ADDRESS OWNER/ 

OCCUPANT 
ARCHITECT/ 
CONTRACTOR 

USE 

1948 VN13412 New one-story 20’ x 20’ commercial building of steel 
sheets and glass 

6427 Lankershim 
Boulevard 

L.C. Thomas California Con. Steel Ice Cream Store 

1955 LA25937 Move a hot dog stand from 6427 Lankershim Blvd. to 
4810 Tujunga Avenue 

4810 Tujunga 
Avenue 

Charles and Nellie 
Mendoza 

North Hollywood 
Movers 

Hot Dog Stand 

1960 LA54134 Move 24’ x 24’ sandwich stand from 4810 Tujunga 
Avenue to 1118 Cypress Avenue 

1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

Ann S. Davis None listed Sandwich Stand 

1976 LA23114 New 15’ x 20’ addition 1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

Ravi Martinez Solar Company  Hamburger Stand 

1976 LA23753 Change of plans and size of addition (18’ x 20’) 1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

Ravi Martinez Solar Company Take-out Stand 

1978 LA63464 Add 11’ x 24’ aluminum awning addition 1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

Raul Martinez Solar Company Coffee Shop 

1979 LA78650 Add 15’ x 22’ aluminum awning addition 1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

Raul Martinez Solar Company Coffee Shop 

1988 LA11752 New pole sign 1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

King Taco Luminous Neon 
Lighting 

Commercial Building 

1988 LA16394 Demolish existing roof sign 1118 Cypress 
Avenue 

King Taco Luminous Neon 
Lighting 

Commercial Building 
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Construction Chronology Map 
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Additional Contemporary Photographs 

Exterior view of King Taco building from Cypress Avenue, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 

Exterior view of main entrance and north façade from Cypress Avenue, 2024. Photo by Jessamin 

Avalos. 
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Exterior view of north façade showing patio addition from Roseview Street and Cypress Avenue, 

2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 
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Exterior view of south and west façades and parking lot from Roseview Street, 2024. Photo by 

Jessamin Avalos.  
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Exterior view of dining area addition on south and east façades, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 
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Exterior view of pole sign and east façade, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 
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Interior view of front entry, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 
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Interior view of food counter and service area, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos.
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Interior view of dining area, 2024. Photo by Jessamin Avalos. 
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Historical Photographs 

 

Taco Truck, circa 1970s. Photos by Raul O. Martinez. 
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Exterior view of building prior to additions, circa 1975. Photo by Raul O. Martinez. 

Exterior view of building with additions, circa 1984. Photo by Raul O. Martinez. 
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Exterior view of building from Cypress Avenue, circa 1990s. Photo by Raul O. Martinez. 

Exterior view of enclosure, circa 1996. Photo by Ricardo Barragan. 
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Exterior view of original building with storage addition, circa 2011. Photo by Jose B. Moreira. 
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      Rupture Top 3.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 50.00000000
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 Tsunami Hazard Area No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None
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 Jobs and Economic Development Incentive 
Zone (JEDI)

None

 Opportunity Zone Yes
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 State Enterprise Zone EAST LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

 Housing

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5453003023]

 Ellis Act Property No

 Just Cause For Eviction Ordinance (JCO) Yes

      Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5453003023

      Address 1114 CYPRESS AVE 

            Year Built 1950

            Use Code 1210 - Commercial - Store Combination - Store and Residential 
Combination - One Story
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 Housing Element Sites

      HE Replacement Required N/A

      SB 166 Units N/A
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 Public Safety

 Police Information  
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           Battallion 2
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2008-3991-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Description(s): A ZONE CHANGE TO IMPOSE QUALIFIED CONDITIONS THAT WOULD PROHIBIT AND/ OR LIMIT VARIOUS AUTO REPAIR AND 
AUTO RELATED LAND USES WITHIN THE CYPRESS PARK AND GLASSELL PARK CDO BOUNDARIES.

Case Number: CPC-2008-3125-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Description(s): THE ADDITION OF A RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY (RIO) DISTRICT AS SECTION 13.12 OF THE L.A.M.C. IN RESPONSE TO 
THE LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN (LARRMP) THAT WAS ADOPTED IN MAY 2007.  THIS 
SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT WOULD ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT ALONG WATERWAYS

Case Number: CPC-2007-3036-RIO

Required Action(s): RIO-RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT

Project Description(s): THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ORDINANCE THAT FACILITATES DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE LA-RIO BOUNDARIES TO 
ENHANCE THE WATERSHED, URBAN DESIGN AND MOBILITY OF THE AREA.  THESE BOUNDARIES ARE ADJACENT TO, NOT 
INSIDE, THE LOS ANGELES RIVER ON LAND ALREADY ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT.

Case Number: CPC-2007-1262-CDO-ZC

Required Action(s): CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Description(s): COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTICT AND ZONE CHANGE

Case Number: CPC-2002-5872-CDO-ZC

Required Action(s): CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Description(s): THE CYPRESS PARK-GLASSELL PARK CDO AND ASSOCIATED ZONE CHANGES ARE INTENDED TO ENHANCE THE 
PHYSICAL APPEARANCE THROUGH DESIGN GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS AND PERMANENT [Q] QUALIFIED CONDITIONS.

Case Number: CPC-1989-22490

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Description(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1989-177

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Description(s): CONTINUATION OF CPC-89-0177.  SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FOR CONTINUATION.

Case Number: CPC-1986-826-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Description(s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY - ZONE CHANGES - HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGES AND PLAN AMENDMENTS - 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW 
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE 
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

Case Number: ENV-2008-3992-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Description(s): A ZONE CHANGE TO IMPOSE QUALIFIED CONDITIONS THAT WOULD PROHIBIT AND/ OR LIMIT VARIOUS AUTO REPAIR AND 
AUTO RELATED LAND USES WITHIN THE CYPRESS PARK AND GLASSELL PARK CDO BOUNDARIES.

Case Number: ENV-2008-3103-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Description(s): THE ADDITION OF A RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY (RIO) DISTRICT AS SECTION 13.12 OF THE L.A.M.C. IN RESPONSE TO 
THE LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN (LARRMP) THAT WAS ADOPTED IN MAY 2007.  THIS 
SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT WOULD ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT ALONG WATERWAYS

Case Number: ENV-2008-146-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Description(s): A NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY THAT APPLIES DESIGN GUIDELINES AND 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO AN ESTABLISHED DISTRICT WITHIN THE CYPRESS PARK AND GLASSELL PARK 
COMMUNITIES.

Case Number: ENV-2007-3037-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Description(s): THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ORDINANCE THAT FACILITATES DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE LA-RIO BOUNDARIES TO 
ENHANCE THE WATERSHED, URBAN DESIGN AND MOBILITY OF THE AREA.  THESE BOUNDARIES ARE ADJACENT TO, NOT 
INSIDE, THE LOS ANGELES RIVER ON LAND ALREADY ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT.
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Case Number: PKG-4388-A

Required Action(s): A-PRIVATE STREET MODIFICATIONS (1ST REQUEST)

Project Description(s): Data Not Available

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-183145

ORD-183144

ORD-181062-SA32B

ORD-180561

ORD-173540-SA4450

ORD-172316

ORD-166216-SA2696

ORD-129279
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ZIMAS INTRANET Generalized Zoning 10/14/2025
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 1118 N CYPRESS AVE Tract: NICKEL'S LOMA VISTA TRACT Zoning: [Q]C2-1XL-CDO-RIO

APN: 5453003023 Block: None General Plan: General Commercial

PIN #: 145-5A219 100 Lot: 24  

 Arb: 1  
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