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FINDINGS

1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of French Eclectic-Storybook style residential architecture.

2. The building is identified with a historic personage, that of Roland E. Hill, a major
contributor to the development of special effects in the film industry.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1926, this two-story irregular-shaped residential building exhibits character-defining
features of French Eclectic-Storybook style. It has a steeply pitched side gabled roof with
composition shingles and rounded vents. The exterior is clad in smooth stucco with decorative
false smooth stone quoins and blocks. Windows are fixed, single and paired casement with one
large rounded window and a gabled dormer window with lancet arching. The entrance is a
projecting entryway with pediment, quoining, entry bas relief crest, and vertical plank door with
single pane stained glass window and decorative hardware. The north elevation, which reads
as a three-story building, contains a rounded turret capped by a conical roof. Balconettes and a
long balcony with lancet-form wrought-iron are attached to some French-door openings. A
detached guest house with two-door garage and pool is located adjacent to the subject building.
Significant interiors include arched entryways, fireplaces, vaulted and trussed ceilings, beamed
ceilings, stained-glass windows, circular staircases, cabinitery, and magnesite floor and steps.

The proposed Roland E. Hill House historic monument was designed by its original owner,
architect Roland E. Hill. Besides designing residential buildings, Hill worked as a set designer
and art director for the film industry, designing sets for Warner Brothers on such films as “Queen
Kelly,” “The Jazz Singer,” “Captain Blood,” “Action in the North Atlantic,” and “Captain Horatio
Hornblower.” Considered a specialist in French medieval architecture as well as ships, Hill
worked with Walt Disney Productions in the 1950s on such films as “20,000 Leagues under the
Sea.” Hill also designed attractions for Disneyland in Anaheim, CA, designing the iconic
Sleeping Beauty Castle, the centerpiece of the theme park.

Alterations include the addition of balcony railings and roofing material as well as a redesign of
the guest house and garage following a 1993 fire.
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DISCUSSION

The Roland E. Hill Residence successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: 1) “embod[ies] the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,” and 2)
reflects “is associated with a with a master builder, designer, or architect.” As a residential
building designed in the French-Eclectic Storybook style and built by Roland E. Hill, the property
clearly qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of November 29, 2007, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On January 10, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission
toured the subject property.
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APPLICANT/ William deVry Simard

OWNER: 3268 Bennett Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068
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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning
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Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources
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[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
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ZIMAS Report
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SUMMARY

Built in 1926, this two-story irregular-shaped residential building exhibits character-defining
features of French Eclectic-Storybook style. It has a steeply pitched side gabled roof with
composition shingles and rounded vents. The exterior is clad in smooth stucco with decorative
false smooth stone quoins and blocks. Windows are fixed, single and paired casement with one
large rounded window and a gabled dormer window with lancet arching. The entrance is a
projecting entryway with pediment, quoining, entry bas relief crest, and vertical plank door with
single pane stained glass window and decorative hardware. The north elevation, which reads
as a three-story building, contains a rounded turret capped by a conical roof. Balconettes and a
long balcony with lancet-form wrought-iron are attached to some French-door openings. A
detached guest house with two-door garage and pool is located adjacent to the subject building.
Significant interiors include arched entryways, fireplaces, vaulted and trussed ceilings, beamed
ceilings, stained-glass windows, circular staircases, cabinitery, and magnesite floor and steps.

The proposed Roland E. Hill House historic monument was designed by its original owner,
architect Roland E. Hill. Besides designing residential buildings, Hill worked as a set designer
and art director for the film industry, designing sets for Warner Brothers on such films as “Queen
Kelly,” “The Jazz Singer,” “Captain Blood,” “Action in the North Atlantic,” and “Captain Horatio
Hornblower.” Considered a specialist in French medieval architecture as well as ships, Hill
worked with Walt Disney Productions in the 1950s on such films as “20,000 Leagues under the
Sea.” Hill also designed attractions for Disneyland in Anaheim, CA, designing the iconic
Sleeping Beauty Castle, the centerpiece of the theme park.

Alterations include the addition of balcony railings and roofing material as well as a redesign of
the guest house and garage following a 1993 fire.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE The Roland E. Hill House IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

Storybook Style ARCHITECTURE
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE 8)

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION

OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE The Roland E. Hill House WAS BUILT IN 1927
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT YEAR BUILT

Roland Everett Hill
NAME OF FIRST OR SIGNIFICANT OTHER

WAS IMPORTANT TO THE

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE (See Biography: Rolland Everett Hl")

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

The Roland E. Hill House

2. STREET ADDRESS

3268 Bennett Drive

CITY Los Angeles

3. ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO.

4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT

BLOCK None

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY

ZIP CODE 90068 COUNCIL DISTRICT 4
2429-013-014
TR 5928
LOT(S) 20 ARB. NO. None

3268 North Bennett Drive

6. PRESENT OWNER

William deVry Simard

STREET ADDRESS 3268 Bennett Drive E-MAIL ADDRESS:
Qry Los Angeles STATE _CA__ z1p CODE__ 90068 _ pHONE (__ )
OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE X PUBLIC
7. PRESENT USE Single family residence ORIGINAL USE Single family residence
DESCRIPTION
8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE Storybook Style

(SEE STYLE GUIDE)

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DECRIPTION WORK SHEET. 1 PAGE MAXIMUM)

Please see work sheet and continuation pages.

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION




HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT The ROIand E. Hill House

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1077 FACTUAL: [ v~  ESTIMATED:|
11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER Roland E. Hill

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER Not known (original permit not extant)

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS 1927 and October 2007

(1 8X10 BLACK AND WHITE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGITAL E-MAILED TO CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION@LACITY.ORG)

14. CONDITION: §/|EXCELLENT [ GOOD [ _FAIR [ DETERIORATED | | NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS_1993: The garage/quest house was damaged in a fire. The building, which according to Permit

No. 1993 VN 22388 was less than 50% fire damaged, was majorily modified in design without benefit of an

architect or attention to the original architectural documents. The current itteration has a lower pitched gable roof,

without jerkinhead gable end, lacks the north facing French doors and balcony of the original, and the (con't)

16. THREATS TO SITE: /] NONE KNOWN [ PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT [ | VANDALISM [ ] PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

(| ZONING {~ OTHER _

17. IS THE STRUCTURE: [/ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE [ MOVED [ | UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATED

WITH THE SITE (SEE ALSO SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET. 750 WORDS MAXIMUM IF USING ADDITIONAL SHEETS)

The Roland E. Hill House is important as an example of Storybook Style architecture as designed by an architect

who also worked as a designer in the film industry which is said to have been a main influence in the genesis of

this style. The other often-cited influence on the creation of the Storybook Style is the exposure to European

architectual design by those who served abroad in World War |. Hill served in France as a pilot for the United

States and later studied architecture in France. Hill arrived in Los Angeles in the mid-1920s and began an (con't)

19. SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) Please see accompanying Bibliography.

20. DATE FORM PREPARED 11/04/2007 PREPARER’'S NAME Anna Marie Brooks
ORGANIZATION STREET ADDRESS 1109 Fourth Avenue
CITY Los Angeles STATE__CA _ 7zIp cODE_90019 PHONE (310)650-2143

E-MAIL ADDRESS: historichomesta@aol.com

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES

Storybook Style irregular pLAN___ Single family residence

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE 8 ABOVE) PLAN SHAPE (Click to See Chart) STRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC.)
WITH A stucco FINISH AND wood TRIM.

MATERIAL (WOOD SLIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, ETC.) MATERIAL (WOOD, METAL, ETC.)
s Steeply pitched gabled ROOF IS composition shingles _ wood frame ’
ROOF SHAPE (Click to See Chart) MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES, ETC.) WINDOW MATERIAL

fixed, single & paired casement; shed w/ awning; round WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN.

WINDOW TYPE [DOUBLE-HUNG (SLIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OPENS OUT), HORIZONTAL SLIDING, ETC.]

ENTRY FEATURES A __ Proiecting porch w/ pediment, quoining, over entry bas relief crest, vertical plank door w/
DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED, CENTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, ETC.)

single pane stained glass window & decorative hardware DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS
ENTRY DOOR STYLE (Click to See Chart}

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE_ @ central block with offset wing. The parapeted gabled roof of the central block features the
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART); BALCONIES; NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS (Click to See Chart)

south facade gabled dormer w/ half timbering, decorative verge board & simple brackets, & casement window;
NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS; SHUTTERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS; PARAPETS; METAL TRIM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES;

tripartite casement kitchen window; the east gable end features a central round window and a shed jut-out which
ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY; CORNICES; FRIEZES; TOWERS OR TURRETS; BAY WINDOWS; HALFTIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY;

contains the entry seating cove; the off-set wing features a shed dormer w/ three windows, (con't)
VERTICALLY; FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY; GARDEN WALLS, ETC. - — —

Guest house over two bay garage.
IDENTIFY GARAGE; GARDEN SHELTER, ETC.

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF A

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE Entry hall w/ seating cove, magnesite floor & steps; raised dining room w/
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING; MOLDINGS AND TRIM; SPECIAL GLASS WINDOWS;

built-in open shelves w/ lower cabinets at diagonal corners of room, north balcony French doors w/ original
ORNATE CEILINGS; PLASTER MOLDINGS; LIGHT FIXTURES; PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TIME; STAIR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-IN FURNITURE, ETC.

architect-designed forged hardware, beamed ceiling w/ decorative corbels, west wall arched stained glass (con't)

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPING INCLUDES __ —
IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



Biography
Roland Everett Hill
Architect & Original Owner
The Roland E. Hill House
3268 Bennett Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

Roland E. Hill was born on February 5, 1895 at East Liverpool, Ohio. Hill was
educated at Exeter and Princeton. World War I intervened and, at age 22, Hill
volunteered for the Enlisted Reserve Corps on August 14, 1917.

Hill received military training at the Georgia Institute of Technology at Atlanta.
On April 3, 1918 he became a 2" Lieutenant serving as a pilot with the U. S. Army Air
Service of the American Expeditionary Forces in France. Hill received an honorable
discharge on September 12, 1919.

Following the War, Hill became a member of the team which designed the airship
U. S. S. Shenandoah, the U. S. Navy’s first commissioned rigid airship which was
completed in 1923. The metal frame dirigible made several cross-continent flights. The
airship was lost over Hill’s native state when it broke up in flight during violent weather.
Fourteen lives were lost.

Hill, who was an architect, ventured to Los Angeles in the mid 1920s to design
residential properties. Other examples of his works are said to survive in the Hollywood
Hills.

Hill became a set designer with First National Studios in 1926. When that studio
was absorbed by Warner Brothers, Hill made the move to that studio, working on “Queen
Kelly” and “The Jazz Singer.” Hill was considered a specialist in French medieval
architecture and ships. Hill worked in art positions on “Captain Blood,” “Action in the
North Atlantic,” and “Captain Horatio Hornblower.” He was art director on three Oscar-
winning Warner Brothers short films.

Roland E. Hill was a member of the Society of Motion Picture & Television Art
Directors Local 876. He was also a member of the Set Designers & Model Makers Local
847.

In the early 1950s Hill contracted with Walt Disney Productions. Utilizing his
nautical expertise Hill designed many of the Nautilus submarine interiors for “20,000
Leagues Under the Sea.”

The remainder of Hill’s career was spent designing attractions for Disneyland in
Anaheim. Hill continued his Storybook innovations when he designed the Sleeping
Beauty Castle as the centerpiece of Fantasyland. The attraction, which seems to be a part
of nearly every young girl’s storybook and movie fantasy world, opened with a live
broadcast on ABC television July 17, 1955 with Walt Disney reigning over the event.

Roland Everett Hill was influential in bringing to Los Angeles, southern
California and the world of film and amusement park fantasy the Storybook Style in the
3-D reality of Storybook Style architecture to be enjoyed by the residents fortunate to
populate his Storybook homes; in the film fantasies which his work continues to
influence; and in the theme park world where his work lives on.



Significance (con’t)
The Roland E. Hill House
3268 Bennett Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

architectural practice. He is said to have designed several other homes in the Hollywood
Hills.

Three decades later Roland E. Hill continued his Storybook Style works when he
designed several attractions for Disneyland. His most notable Disneyland work is the
Sleeping Beauty Castle which he based on Germany’s iconic Neuschwanstein Castle. The
opening of the Fantasyland attraction was broadcast live on ABC television on July 17,
1955 with Walt Disney hosting the festivities.

Roland Everett Hill is significant for having brought to Los Angeles and the
world of film and theme park fantasy the Storybook Style in its many iterations. His 3-D
Storybook Style architecture is still enjoyed by residents fortunate enough to populate his
Storybook homes. His Storybook fantasies continue to influence the world of film
fantasy, particularly in the royal fantasy realm. And Hill’s theme park work lives on in
reality, in family photos, and in the memories of young and old alike.



Significant Architectural Details (con’t)
The Roland E. Hill House
3268 Bennett Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

Significant exterior spaces include (con’t): the east end chimney pot & a ground floor
shed bay w/ three casements. The east elevation parapet wall contains two recessed
circular windows in the gable end. The west elevation stairs lead to a guest suite in the
gable end above the dining room. The north elevation roof is pierced by a shed dormer
containing three windows and a gabled dormer w/ half timbering, decorative verge board
and simple brackets. The living room semi-circular window composition is composed of
paired side lites, transom panes and paired French doors which lead to a balcony with
riling which is supported by elongated paired brackets, one set of which frames the
master bedroom diving platform and the pother pair which frames paired casement
windows. Each bracket ends in decorative metal pendants. The turret which contains the
circular stair case which runs from street level to pool deck is capped by a conical roof
and is pierced by paired casements near the top and single casements which illuminate
the stairs. Raised stucco cast stone spirals twice down the turret mass and random stones
decorate the door frame. A vertical plank door with decorative strap hardware is at the
base of the turret. The dining room parapet walled balcony is graced by a grotesque. The
balcony parapet wall continues to the northwest corner of the building mass where it
segues into a Juliet balcony which graces the corner. A grotesque projects from the
parapet wall. At the lower level paired French doors lead to the diving platform above the
pool (which has inexplicably had a railing added, rendering it useless), paired casement
windows with a negative space between, the whole connected by an exaggerated sill. To
the west of the turret there is an open balcony with railing accessed by paired French
doors. A side wall extension decorated with raised stucco stylized quoining projects from
the east elevation wall and extends at pool deck level as a half wall with decorative half
circular projection graced with a lion’s head (unknown if this is original). The detached
guest house with a two bay garage beneath was damaged in a fire in 1993 and the current
iteration is not original.

Significant interior spaces (con’t): portrait window honoring Martin Luther, east wall
open arch to entry hall. Step-down living room w/ seating ledges at either side of steps at
west wall entry arch from hallway, shed bay w/ window seat in south wall, east wall
fireplace w/ columns and interior graduated chimney mass of brick with built-in shelf
units to either side and a recessed circular window at each side of chimney mass in the
east gable end. The living north wall features a semi-circular window composition of
paired side-lites with fixed transoms over paired French doors to the north balcony. The
living ceiling is vaulted and trussed. The trussing is graced by wrought iron strapping and
decorative corbels. The kitchen, to the west of the entry, retains the original footprint but
is of new case goods and counter surfaces.



Significant Architectural Details (con’t}—p. 2

The magnesite circular stairs which lead to the lower level bedrooms are
contained in the north turret. The lower level contains a guest bedroom with French doors
which lead to a north facing balcony; the master bedroom with exposed brick chimney
mass, a single pane stained glass window and French doors which open unto the original
north-facing diving platform for the pool below; a bathroom; and storage cabinets with
original architect-designed forged hardware along the central hallway.

From the lower level, the magnesite circular stairs lead to the pool deck level exit.

The detached guest house and garage are to the north of the pool. They were
significantly redesigned following a fire in 1993. The guest house, which sits on the
original footprint, is essentially a master suite with beamed ceiling, casement windows
and a bathroom. The garage beneath is composed of two bays.



Alterations (con’t)
The Roland E. Hill House
3268 Bennett Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

door/window configuration of the west elevation has been modified. Non-conforming
faux stone work has been added. The garage, at street level on Barbara Court, the street
downhill of and to the north of Bennett Drive, now looks like a conventional two bay
garage.

The main residence, which had suffered some bizarre modifications through
additions, has been redeemed by the removal of same. New residence balcony railings do
not match those of the original design and the diving platform, which originally was an
open platform, has had a railing added. At an unknown date the roof material was
changed from rustic shingles to the current multi-hued shingles.



Current Owner’s Statement
The Roland E. Hill House
3268 Bennett Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068

A fairytale seems like something that would only happen in a Disney movie,
which is exactly why Rolland Hill’s 1927 storybook home is a dream come true. Hill,
who also designed Disneyland’s Sleeping Beauty Castle, which itself was based on
Germany’s iconic Neuschwanstein Castle, originally engineered the whimsical mini-
compound for his family. The Bavarian fantasy of a home is not only a testament to
Gothic styling but also a marvel of extensive preservation and regeneration; after a period
of disrepair, the house has been fully restored according to its original plans.

Majestically seated above the Cahuenga Pass, the abode features s stunning
hybrid of historical design and modern luxuries. Keeping such amenities as original
magnesite floors, cathedral ceilings, and stained glass windows. The house further retains
its quaint charm with lofty coved archways and a beckoning spiraling staircase. The airy
architecture generously let in light, which a gargoyle on the outside and ornamented wall
sconces & chandeliers in the inside highlight the medieval tone.

With four bedrooms and three baths, this spacious property features ample storage
and open space. The master bedroom, accessible fro the spiral staircase, contains his-and-
hers closets and French doors. A second bedroom opens to a balcony overlooking the
oversized heated pool, reminiscent of “Romeo & Juliet’s” infamous Act 2, scene ii
backdrop. There is also a maids’ quarters/office with bath and newly remodeled, detached
guest bungalow with kitchenette and bath. The living and dining rooms are lined with
distressed hardwood and with French doors, facing an extensive view of the Hollywood
Hills.

Since its construction in the 20s, the house has been renovated from top to bottom
with vanguard conveniences. Complete with a Viking Professional kitchen with granite
counter tops and custom cabinetry, an expansive, entrancingly landscaped yard, and
Pennsylvania Blue Stone patios. Combining the simple elegance of early Hollywood with
practicality and contemporary components, this one-of-a-kind manor would make anyone
believe in happy endings.



) Jack Hill
16918 Schoolcraft St.
Van Nuys, CA 91406
(B18) 3426837

Present owners
3268 Bennet Drive
Hollywood, CA 90028

November 17, 1986

Greetings~--

Sorry I don't know your names. My father, who recently passed
away, desighed the house at 3268 Bennet Dr, I enclosed his
obituary for your interest, in case you'd like to know that your
home was designed by the man who designed the Disneyland Castle,
He designed the Bennet Drive house as a labor of love, for his
parents, and put so many charming ideas Into it, which I'm sure you
must appreciate. I remember particularly the diving platform
outside the bedroom.

In going through my father's papers I found the complete set of
original plans and sketches for the house. I thought you might be
interested in having them. They might be useful if you ever
contemplate making any modifications te the structure,

I also found a set of photographs taken around 1925 showing the
progress of construction of the house from the empty lot to
completion, including a fascinating view from the balcony.

If you're interested in having any of this material, please give me
a call and let me know. You're welcome to it. Only, I would
apprecilate it very much if I could take a couple of photographs of
the house ag it is today, to show to my children.

Yours sincerely,
,,\

i i .

14

Jack Hill
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private homes. smne of which stll
stand in the Hollywood Hills.,
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ter actopabic
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er daysg ihe
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of thel] he had been sulfecing from Alz-
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: B Rorn in Bast Liverpool, Ohid. on
§ sas orll Feb. 5. 1895 and cducated a1 Pxeter
? ‘wux af and Princeton, Hill served with the
3 ic thef Y.S. Army Au Service as a pilot in
i u Fraace during World War I. He
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Hl" i Chalmue in § studicd urchitectute in the 1.8, and
Hewegs --§ France, helped design the airship

Shenandoah and maved to Los An-
geles in the mid-1920s to design
private homes, some of which sull
stand in the Hollywood TTills.

He joincd First National Studios

stock Wi onll in 1926 a5 @ set designer and moved

_ today. .sneyf to Warner Bros. when the latter
“ereditsned. § company took over his employer.
’ S Amang the carly films he worked

< Kll\gS on were "'Queen Keily'* and *“ihe

v+ punyll Jazz Singer.”

?yay .F;a‘unt A specialisi in French medieval

« “‘Love'i,” al architecture and ships, he was art
§ John St4er-§ director, set designer or assistant
(] +» thisR act dircctar on “*Captain Blood,"’
) Down ™ (igaf “'Action Ta The North Atlantic,™
" man Frof tn-§ **Captain Horatia Hornhlower'
. His fisincll and many others. He was art dircc-
. , Jueif tor un three Oscac-winning Warne:
Of Minven | Bros. shorts. **1 Won't Play,""
And Ro. . **Star fn The Night'' and “'A Boy

ginel Ang Hi, Dog.™

He joined First National Studios |

in 1926 as a set designer and moved
to Warner Bros. when the latter

" company took over his employer.

Among the early films he worked

‘on were “‘Queen Kelly' and *“The

Jazz Singer."

A specialist in French medieval
« architecture and ships, he was art

director, set designer or assistant
art director on ‘'Captain Blood,"
‘*Action In The North Atlantic,”
‘*Captain Horatio Hornblower"'
and many others. He was art direc-
tor on three Oscar-winning Wamer
Bros. shorts, ‘I Won't Play,"”’
“*Star In The Night'" and *‘A Boy
And His Dog.”

{n the early 1950s, he joined Walt

. Disney Prods., where he designed

N

many of the imeriors for the Naut-

Tl
f]f:nt of G
larzana e

years in
ment, y
the last d

“‘Boardie-
Dance.""

He alsosve,
dio, anda 9

SETies v

In the carly 19505, he joincd Walt
Risncy Prods , where he designed
maay of the interiors for the Nauti-
lus stbnarine in 20,000 Leagues

' Survniu » Under TJ:QScn,"

ock In subsdguent years he worked al-

brother. ‘day§ most exclusively for Disneyland,

y il designing many of the attractions,

wutl mast potably the park’s landmark

HO“nc xymbol, the Siccpiny Beawty Cas-

tle
Howai He was a member of the Society

of Motion Piciwe & Tclevision Art
Directors Local 876 and Set
Designers & Model Makers Local
B47.

the

He ix suwivived by his wile,
Mildred; sons Rolund Jr., u sct
designer, and Jack, & wiriter-
dircctor, and four grandehildren
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I
for such ng New York, Nov. 11 — Alun
Hewiit, 71, a Broudway stage sctor
for over 50 years and a former
. e member of the council of Actors
He is ly Eqguity Assn., died Nov. 7 of cancer

E Delores, ¢ in New York,
v sy Hewilt hikt featued colex ininore
daughters ¢+ than 20 Broadway plays and musi-

lus submarine in 20,000 Leagues

Under The Sca. "’
In subsequent years he worked al-
most exclusively for Disneyland,

.
H

designing many of the attractions, ©

most notably the park’s landmark

tle.

symbol. the Sleeping Beauty Cas-

caly, inclwdimg the original prahee-

Da

David
singer, dic
home in M

A nativ
pecformed
of 10 in
the Houst(
mers madt
Al Carmir
got' in 19

chainman since 1981.

Hewitt was an in-demund charac-
ter actor during Brosdway's paimi
er days when actor employment on
Broadway, in touring shows and in
stogk was much more plentiful than
todiay. Amaong his many Broadway
credis weve The Masque O
Kings'™ in 1937, "“I'he Amcrican
Way in 1939, Willion Saroyan's
“Love's Old Sweet Song™" (1944),
Joha Steinbeek’s " The Moon Is
Down'' (1942) and ''The Gentle-
man From Athens'™ (1947)

His films include *That ‘Touch
Of Mink.”” "*The Days Of Winc
Aund Roscs™* and **Sweer Chasity
Hc also worked extensively on ra-
dio, and had 2 regular rolc in the v
series *My Favoriie Maruan,

Survived by his moiher and a
brother.

Howard W. Wilctte

Howard W Wileute, 46. presi-
dent of Coast Films, died Nov. B in
Tarzaru afier a long battle with can-
cer

Farmerly with MGM fat six
yeass ia the distrtbution depart-
ment, Wiletle ran Coast Films for
the last decade and was responsible
for such films as **Che Creeper,'
“‘Boardinghouse'” and *'Ghost
Dance. ™"

He is survived by his wife
Delores, sons Rick and Marc and
daughters Vanessa and Marla.

David Summers

David Summers, 34, actoi and
singer, died Nov. 8 of AIDS at his
home in New York City,

A native of Houston who first
performed professionally at the age
af 10 In “The Souna OFf Music,  at
the Houston ‘Lheater Center, Sum-
mers made s New York debut 1n
Al Carmines  oiatorio “*The Fag-
0" 1 1973 and also had s cabaret
act

Since being diggnosed ks an
AIDS victim twy years 3go, ha co-
founded the Now Yok chapter of
People With AIDS Coalition and
served on the boarn of the National
Association of Peopic With AIDS
He appearcd frequently on televi-
sion (O educate others about the dis-
casc.

He is suzvived hy Ins mother and
twa brathers

Maurv Newton
A funcral seiviee will be held at
12 noan taday at Mt, Sinai Memori-
al Purk for Marv Newton, 54, stil!
photographer on maay film and el
evision pm(ﬂl(:lium, who died Non
9 of a heart smtuek 10 Glendale,
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The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068

Residence south fagade: Viewed to the northwest.
Photo date: October 2007. ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007

b
Residence north fagade: Viewed to south.
Phote date; October 2007. ~ © Rebecea Staab 2007



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068
Documents from the Estate of Roland E. Hill.

BENNET DRIVE SIDE.

Sketch by architect Roland E. Hill: East fagade & east elevation.

Sketch by architect Roland E. Hill: Garage/guest house,
pool & north elevation of residence.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068
Early photographs from the Estate of Roland E. Hill.

Residence under construction: Viewed to the northeast.
Photo source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: 1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.
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Early view of house: Viewed to northeast.
Photo source; Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: c. 1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill,



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068

Residence under construction: Viewed to northwest.
Photo Source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: 1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill

W .

Early view of residence: viewed to northwest.
Photo Source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: ¢. 1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068
Early photographs from the Estate of Roland E. Hill.

Garage, guest house and residence under construction: Viewed to the southeast.
Photo source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: 1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.
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Exterior of residence nearly completed: Viewed to the southeast.
Photo source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: 1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068
Early photographs from the Estate of Roland E. Hill.

Dining room viewed across entry hall to southwest. Living room viewed to east from dining room.
Door leads to kitchen. Photo source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: ¢.1927 ~
Photo source: Estate of R. E. Hill ~ Date: ¢.1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.

Photographer: R. E. Hill.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068
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View from living room, across entry hall into dining room, viewed to west.
Source: Estate of R.E. Hill ~ Date: ¢.1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.

View from entry hall into dining room to stained glass window in west wall.
Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068

Living room viewed from dining room, across entry hall to east.
Source: Estate of R.E. Hill ~ Date: ¢.1927 ~ Photographer: R. E. Hill.

Living room viewed from entry hall to east.
Photo date: October 2007. ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068
Early photographs from the Estate of Roland E. Hill.

Detail: Martin Luther stained glass portrait window, Living room vaulted & trussed ceiling, viewed to east.
west wall dining room. Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.
Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068

Turret stairs from street level downward.
Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.

Guest house; pool; turret containing circular staircase, Detail: Gargoyle.
Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.



The Roland E. Hill House: 3268 Bennett Drive, Los Angeles CA 90068

Guest house south elevation; pool; residence north elevation with diving platform
& open door to circular staircase contained in turret.
Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.

Guest house west fagade with partial north elevation of residence in background.
Photo date: October 2007 ~ © Rebecca Staab 2007.
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