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FINDINGS

1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of Japanese Revival architecture.

2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community” for its association with the development of Hollywood.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1911-1914, Yamashiro exhibits character-defining features of Japanese Revival
architecture. Its two-story square plan surrounds a koi pond and a sunken garden. A silver-
coated, metal-tiled roof projects over the clerestory windows of the second level and over the
broad verandas of the lower level, rising and gathering into a gently-curved “hip gable”
silhouette. The main (south) entrance features a major “cusped” or “swept” gable and two
flanking, smaller gables; the north fagade contains two pointed gablets, and the west and east
facades each have a single gablet. Several structural and ornamental features related to the
roof- projecting eaves, ridge beams terminating in flower-adorned kaerumata (frog-leg struts),
shachihoko (a mythical tiger-carp beast) atop the gables, metal beam caps—create typical
Japanese visual motifs within and above the facades of the building. The walls consist of
stucco panels, half-timbering, and decorative metal plaques laid over a cedar framework that
rests on a foundation of reinforced concrete. With the exception of the screened, latticed
windows bordering the ornate molding of the main entrance, none of the windows follow
Japanese styling cues. The interior appears significantly altered, but has kept the original
finishes of its ceiling coffers, molding, wooden fretwork, carving, and metalwork.

The seven-acre site of the subject property is dominated by a landscaped Japanese garden,
which contains several plant species imported from Japan and a number of structures that
complement Yamashiro’s historicist aesthetic. Perched at a summit, a tri-gabled gatehouse
serves as an entrance to the hilltop compound and accentuates the visual axis created by the
Magic Castle (Historic-Cultural Monument #406; 1908), the subject building, and Franklin
Boulevard. An authentic two-story antique Japanese Pagoda frames views of the Japanese
gardens, a pool, and a working stream. A “resting pavilion” incorporates the swept gables of the
main fagade into a shade-giving structure within the gardens. Other ancillary structures include
a garage and a menagerie hut.

Architect Franklin W. Small designed Yamashiro in 1911 at the request of German-born cotton
barons and avid Asian Art collectors Eugene and Adolph Bernheimer. Only two years after
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Rollin Lane built his sprawling mansion (the future Magic Castle) on a nearby lot, the
Bernheimer brothers spent anywhere from $120,000 to $250,000 to build “Yama Shiro” (“Castle
on the Hill”) to house their art collection. The design drew upon both the Chinese tradition of
courtyard houses and the design of a sixteenth-century mountaintop castle in Kyoto. Hailed as
an instant landmark and (somewhat erroneously) as an “authentic” replica of a Kyoto castle,
Yamashiro helped fuel the exoticist fervor that captured Hollywood for the ensuing two decades,
as evidenced in Egyptian- and Asian-inspired landmarks such as Grauman’s Chinese Theater
(HCM #55;1927) and the Egyptian Theatre (HCM #584;1922). The German-owned building lost
its luster when American sentiment turned against the German Empire during World War |.
When Eugene Bernheimer died in 1923, the property was sold along with all of its contents.
After two changes of ownership, the noted capitalist and socialite William Clark Crittendon
bought and repurposed the villa as the 400 Club, an influential gathering place for the movie
industry’s elite that flourished for a short time before the Depression. World War Il again turned
public opinion against the building (now for its Japanese associations). Its regular public tours
stopped operating and it appears to have been used variously as a film backdrop, a military
school for boys, an apartment complex, and possibly a brothel. Thomas O. Glover purchased
the estate in 1948 and reopened Yamashiro as a bar and private club. In the 1960s he
converted the space into a restaurant and began a series of gradual restorations and additions
that have allowed the subject building to function as a restaurant.

The subject building has undergone several alterations, including: conversion of attic space into
offices; additions of service areas and bathrooms in the basement; creation of expanded, glass-
enclosed veranda dining areas on the south fagade; tiling of the front steps; and the addition of
a handicap access. The north fagade includes some electrical boxes and wires added to serve
the renovated kitchen behind it. Much of the interior has been redecorated with contemporary
elements, though some original material appears to remain, especially in the upper paneling
and metalwork. Some of the ceiling finishes have deteriorated. The original walls are covered
over in several places.

DISCUSSION

The Yamashiro property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument
(HCM) criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” and 2) reflects “the
broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.” As a building
designed in the Japanese Revival style and reflective of the development of Hollywood, the
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

While the proposed Yamashiro monument does not adhere to a singular architectural style, its
incorporation of a number of Japanese and Chinese architectural styles was groundbreaking for
the early 1900s. The construction of Yamashiro helped to usher in a wave of historicist and
exotic revivals that become a local Hollywood phenomenon in the 1920s, culminating with the
construction of the Egyptian Theater (1922; HCM #584) and the Chinese Theater (1927; HCM
#55).

Renovations to the interior and exterior for the subject building’s use as a restaurant have not
significantly affected the integrity of its character-defining features, such as the square plan with
central garden, half-timbered roof, gables, ornate two-story entrance, decorative elements, as
well as the landscaping, pagoda and gatehouse.



Yamashiro
CHC-2007-5430-HCM
Page 4 of 4

For nearly a century, Yamashiro and its neighbor to the south, the Magic Castle (1908; HCM
#406), have served as the setting of social clubs and nightclubs for the Hollywood film and
entertainment industry.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of January 25, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On February 21, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission
toured the subject property.



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2007-5430-HCM
HEARING DATE: January 24, 2008 Location: 1999 Sycamore Ave.
TIME: 10:00 AM Community Plan Area: Hollywood
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1060 Area Planning Commission: Central
200 N. Spring Street Neighborhood Council: Hollywood Hills West
Los Angeles, CA Legal Description: LT A of TR 3237
90012
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for
YAMASHIRO
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
APPLICANT: Hollywood Heritage
PO Box 2586

Los Angeles, CA 90078

OWNER: Hollywood Hills Hotel Apartments, LLC
1999 Sycamore Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90068

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: October 29, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report



Yamashiro
CHC-2007-5430-HCM
Page 2 of 3

SUMMARY

Built in 1911-1914, Yamashiro exhibits character-defining features of Japanese Revival
architecture. Its two-story square plan surrounds a koi pond and a sunken garden. A silver-
coated, metal-tiled roof projects over the clerestory windows of the second level and over the
broad verandas of the lower level, rising and gathering into a gently-curved “hip gable”
silhouette. The main (south) entrance features a major “cusped” or “swept” gable and two
flanking, smaller gables; the north fagade contains two pointed gablets, and the west and east
fagades each have a single gablet. Several structural and ornamental features related to the
roof- projecting eaves, ridge beams terminating in flower-adorned kaerumata (frog-leg struts),
shachihoko (a mythical tiger-carp beast) atop the gables, metal beam caps—-create typical
Japanese visual motifs within and above the facades of the building. The walls consist of
stucco panels, half-timbering, and decorative metal plaques laid over a cedar framework that
rests on a foundation of reinforced concrete. With the exception of the screened, latticed
windows bordering the ornate molding of the main entrance, none of the windows follow
Japanese styling cues. The interior appears significantly altered, but has kept the original
finishes of its ceiling coffers, molding, wooden fretwork, carving, and metalwork.

The seven-acre site of the subject property is dominated by a landscaped Japanese garden,
which contains several plant species imported from Japan and a number of structures that
complement Yamashiro’s historicist aesthetic. Perched at a summit, a tri-gabled gatehouse
serves as an entrance to the hilltop compound and accentuates the visual axis created by the
Magic Castle (Historic-Cultural Monument #406; 1908), the subject building, and Franklin
Boulevard. An authentic two-story antique Japanese Pagoda frames views of the Japanese
gardens, a pool, and a working stream. A “resting pavilion” incorporates the swept gables of the
main fagade into a shade-giving structure within the gardens. Other ancillary structures include
a garage and a menagerie hut.

Architect Franklin W. Small designed Yamashiro in 1911 at the request of German-born cotton
barons and avid Asian Art collectors Eugene and Adolph Bernheimer. Only two years after
Rollin Lane built his sprawling mansion (the future Magic Castle) on a nearby lot, the
Bernheimer brothers spent anywhere from $120,000 to $250,000 to build “Yama Shiro” (“Castle
on the Hill’) to house their art collection. The design drew upon both the Chinese tradition of
courtyard houses and the design of a sixteenth-century mountaintop castle in Kyoto. Hailed as
an instant landmark and (somewhat erroneously) as an “authentic” replica of a Kyoto castle,
Yamashiro helped fuel the exoticist fervor that captured Hollywood for the ensuing two decades,
as evidenced in Egyptian- and Asian-inspired landmarks such as Grauman’s Chinese Theater
(HCM #55;1927) and the Egyptian Theatre (HCM #584;1922). The German-owned building lost
its luster when American sentiment turned against the German Empire during World War |.
When Eugene Bernheimer died in 1923, the property was sold along with all of its contents.
After two changes of ownership, the noted capitalist and socialite William Clark Crittendon
bought and repurposed the villa as the 400 Club, an influential gathering place for the movie
industry’s elite that flourished for a short time before the Depression. World War Il again turned
public opinion against the building (now for its Japanese associations). Its regular public tours
stopped operating and it appears to have been used variously as a film backdrop, a military
school for boys, an apartment complex, and possibly a brothel. Thomas O. Glover purchased
the estate in 1948 and reopened Yamashiro as a bar and private club. In the 1960s he
converted the space into a restaurant and began a series of gradual restorations and additions
that have allowed the subject building to function as a restaurant.

The subject building has undergone several alterations, including conversion of attic space into
offices, additions of service areas and bathrooms in the basement, expanded, glass-enclosed
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veranda dining areas on the south fagade, tiling of the front steps, and the addition of a
handicap access. The north fagade also includes some electrical boxes and wires added to
serve the renovated kitchen behind it. Much of the interior has been redecorated with
contemporary elements, though some original material appears to still exist.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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SUMMARY

Built in 1911-1914, Yamashiro exhibits character-defining features of Japanese Revival
architecture. Its two-story square plan surrounds a koi pond and a sunken garden. A silver-
coated, metal-tiled roof projects over the clerestory windows of the second level and over the
broad verandas of the lower level, rising and gathering into a gently-curved “hip gable”
sithouette. The main (south) entrance features a major “cusped” or “swept’ gable and two
flanking, smaller gables; the north facade contains two pointed gablets, and the west and east
facades each have a single gablet. Several structural and ornamental features related to the
roof- projecting eaves, ridge beams terminating in flower-adorned kaerumata (frog-leg struts),
shachihoko (a mythical tiger-carp beast) atop the gables, metal beam caps—create typical
Japanese visual motifs within and above the fagades of the building. The walls consist of
stucco panels, halftimbering, and decorative metal plaques laid over a cedar framework that
rests on a foundation of reinforced concrete. With the exception of the screened, latticed
windows bordering the ornate molding of the main entrance, none of the windows follow
Japanese styling cues. The interior appears significantly altered, but has kept the original
finishes of its ceiling coffers, molding, wooden fretwork, carving, and metaiwork.

The seven-acre site of the subject property is dominated by a landscaped Japanese garden,
which contains several piant species imported from Japan and a number of structures that
complement Yamashiro’s historicist aesthetic. Perched at a summit, a tri-gabled gatehouse
serves as an entrance to the hilltop compound and accentuates the visual axis created by the
Magic Castle (Historic-Cultural Monument #406; 1908), the subject building, and Franklin
Boulevard. An authentic two-story antique Japanese Pagoda frames views of the Japanese
gardens, a pool, and a working stream. A “resting pavilion” incorporates the swept gables of the
main fagade into a shade-giving structure within the gardens. Other ancillary structures include
a garage and a menagerie hut.

Architect Franklin W. Smali designed Yamashiro in 1911 at the request of German-born cotton
barons and avid Asian Art collectors Eugene and Adolph Bernheimer. Only two years after
Rollin Lane built his sprawling mansion (the future Magic Castle) on a nearby lot, the
Bernheimer brothers spent anywhere from $120,000 to $250,000 to build “Yama Shiro” (*Castie
on the Hill") to house their art collection. The design drew upon both the Chinese tradition of
courtyard houses and the design of a sixteenth-century mountaintop castle in Kyoto. Hailed as
an instant landmark and {somewhat erroneously) as an “authentic” replica of a Kyoto castle,
Yamashiro helped fuel the exoticist fervor that captured Hollywood for the ensuing two decades,
as evidenced in Egyptian- and Asian-inspired landmarks such as Grauman's Chinese Theater
(HCM #55:1927) and the Egyptian Theatre (HCM #584;1922). The German-owned building lost
its luster when American sentiment turned against the German Empire during World War [
When Eugene Bernheimer died in 1923, the property was sold along with all of its contents.
After two changes of ownership, the noted capitalist and socialite William Clark Crittendon
bought and repurposed the villa as the 400 Club, an influential gathering place for the movie
industry’s elite that flourished for a short time before the Depression. World War i again turned
public opinion against the building (now for its Japanese associations). Its reguiar public tours
stopped operating and it appears to have been used variously as a film backdrop, a military
school for boys, an apartment complex, and possibly a brothel. Thomas O. Glover purchased
the estate in 1948 and reopened Yamashiro as a bar and private club. In the 1960s he
converted the space into a restaurant and began a series of gradual restorations and additions
that have allowed the subject building to function as a restaurant.

The subject building has undergone several alterations, including conversion of attic space into
offices, additions of service areas and bathrooms in the basement, expanded, glass-enclosed
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veranda dining areas on the south fagade, tiling of the front steps, and the addition of a
handicap access. The north fagade also includes some electrical boxes and wires added to
serve the renovated kitchen behind it. Much of the interior has been redecorated with
contemporary elements, though some original material appears to still exist.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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_ Name: Yamashiro or Bernheimer Villa, gardens and associated structures
. Address: 1999 N. Sycamore Ave. Hollywood California 90068

. Assessors parcel number: 5549 017 016

. Legal description: Tract: 3237 Lot:A

. Addresses on Property

1900 N. Fitch Dr. 90068

1920 N. Fitch Dr. 90068

1930 N. Fitch Dr. 90068

1940 N. Fitch Dr. 90068

1964 N. Fitch Dr. 90068

1966 N, Fitch Dr. 90068

1821 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068
1831 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068
1901 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068
1921 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068
1941 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068
1961 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068
1999 N. Sycamore Ave. 90068 (Yamashiro)

. Present Owner: Hollywood Hill Hotel Apts.
. Present Use: Restaurant

. Style: Japanese historicist

. Physical Deslcription:

Plan and Grounds

The Berheimer Villa and Oriental Gardens also known as “Yamashiro” is an
important example of Japanese influenced historicist architecture. The villa is
roughly square in plan, with the main rooms of the house facing south east and
west with a large kitchen to the north. In the center of the building is a large
courtyard with a sunken garden and koi pond, on to which during the early years
of the house the main rooms of the house would open via folding doors, quite a
novelty in Los Angeles at the time.

Roof

The majority of the structure is covered with a hip gable roof, laid with metal tiles
(now painted silver), with four gablets, 2 facing north and one each facing east



and west. There is also a distinctive cusped or swept gable above the main
entrance facing south. The kitchen portion of the building has a flat roof. The
main roof is further articulated with substantial ridge beams and projecting eaves.
The ridge beams are decorated with rosettes and terminating in traditional
Japanese kaerumata carved with flowers. The east and west gables are crowned
with two shachihoko, mythical animals with the head of a tiger and the body of a
carp. It was believed that this animal could cause the rain to fall so they can often
be found on castles and temples as a way to ward off fire. The eaves of the villa
project outward several feet and are seemingly held up by decorative pseudo-
Japanese brackets, which are themselves capped with stamped metal beam caps
and plagues.

Body and Interior

The main body of the villa is faced with white stucco panels divided by wood
strips and beams and is decorated periodically with stamped metal plaques and
wooden carvings. Flanking the main entrance are two large window boxes (now
obscured), crowned with smaller cusped gables to match the one over the main
entrance. There are numerous windows on all facades, the majority of which are
post-war additions to the second story as the most of the first floor windows have
now been removed. None of these windows reflect Japanese styling with the
exception of those flanking the front door, which are covered with traditional
style screens. The structure of the building is constructed of cedar and other
native California woods while the foundations, walls etc. are built with reinforced
concrete. Two somewhat sympathetic glass enclosed wrap-around verandahs
have been added to the south portion of the building in order to facilitate larger
dining areas and take advantage of the spectacular views. The north portion of
the building which houses the kitchen has undergone several improvements
altering most of the original north fagade.

While much of the interior has been significantly altered, there is much in
evidence of the villa’s former finishes. Delicate wood fretwork in the main
entrance hall, coffers on many of the ceilings, moldings, doors, metalwork and
carving are all easily viewed.

Gardens

The villa was once surrounded by lush terraced gardens of which many features
remain. These include a garage, resting pavilion, gatchouse, Japanese Pagoda,
menagerie hut, and a working stream. Famous features now lost include, the
miniature Japanese village, the Teahouse (ruins extant), the waterfall, and the
Jarge pond for black swans. The gardens at their height possessed numerous
varieties of trees and shrubs many originating in Japan and imported by the
Bernheimers. Among the most important features of the garden is the great
staircase which leads from Sycamore Ave, through the gatehouse and resting
pavilion to the villa. This staircase created a striking visual axis connecting
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Yamashiro, the Magic Castle and Franklin Ave. with Hollywood Blvd., which
was featured in many historic views of Hollywood and remains today a significant
visual landmark.

Construction date: 1911-1914
Architect: Franklin M. Small
Contractor: Unknown

Visual Decumentation: Historic and current photos included as well as Sanborn
maps and Site plans. -

Ceondition: Good

Alterations: While Yamashiro has gathered several accretions over the years due
to its function as a restaurant, the historic main structure remains intact.
Alterations include; tiling of front steps and addition of handicap access,
conversion of attic space into offices, conversion of interiors spaces into dining
rooms and kitchen areas, addition of bathrooms and service areas at the basement
level. Extensions include; Minor extensions to the courtyard eaves were added
for further shade, enclosed verandahs sympathetic in design added for extra

seating, extensions to the north fagade for expanded service areas. Upgraded
technical services (HHVAC etc.) have also been added.

Threats to Site: Private Development following sale of property
Is the Structure on Its original Site: Yes

Statement of Significance: “Yamashiro” also known as the Berheimer Villa and
Oriental Gardens is an important example of Japanese influenced historicist
architecture, which along with its distinctive landscape features meets
requirements of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance because of the high quality of
design and the retention of its original, form, detailing, and integrity. Yamashiro
also stands as a distinctive cultural monument being associated with the history of
Hollywood and its architectural, cultural and social development.

Early History and Design

Yamashiro was commissioned in 1911 by German brothers from New York,
Eugene and Adolph Bernheimer, importers of cotton and both avid collectors of
Asian Art. The brothers purchased several acres of the Whitley Hill Tract No. 2
in 1912. The resulting estate combined nearly 11 lots including portions of the
Hollywood Ocean View Tract No. 2. The Bernheimers then engaged the services
of architect Franklin M. Small to design a villa in the form of a Japanese Palace to
house their collections of Asian artworks. They called the new home “Yama



Shiro” or “Castle on the Hill” and further embellished the property with terraced
gardens and outbuildings. The villa was completed in 1914 at an estimated cost
of between $120,000 to $250,000 (sources conflicting).

Yamashiro was an immediate sensation, receiving a great deal of media and
architectural praise. Reporters from the Los Angeles Times were given a tour of
the home and marveled at its architecture, claiming that those who have traveled
to Japan could attest “that there was nothing in native Japan that could surpass the
marvelous beauty of the Bernheimer villa”.! George O’Dodd of Architect and
Builder exclaimed that the villa while being based on 16" century Japanese
architectural plans and details, “the chief aim was to sacrifice nothing in the way
of more modern conveniences”.? The villa quickly became a Hollywood landmark
with its gardens periodically open to the public and its imposing position above
Hollywood Boulevard.

While drawing on historic sources and precedents, Yamashiro should not be
considered an authentic replica as many reporters at the time wrote. The villa
does not follow traditional Japanese house plans nor does it strictly follow
authentic architectural detailing. In fact, courtyard houses reflect Chinese
architectural tradition rather than Japanese. Even the lavishly decorated interiors
were more Victorian than Asian, stuffed with heavy rattan, European and Chinese
furniture, carved paneling, draperies, wallpapers, carpets, and heaps of antiques.
Yamashiro resembled more a colonial robber baron’s palace than a shogun’s
dwelling.

To Angelinos such historical inaccuracies meant little and Yamashiro fit quite
nicely as a very exotic form of the fantasy architecture prevalent at the time. Did
the villa not hover over a French chateau? In a wider context, Yamashiro falls
into a long tradition of Asian inspired European and American architecture and
design known as chinoiserie. Chinese rooms abound in the palaces of Europe and
so do villas. Examples include, Brighton Pavilion in Brighton England, the
Chinese Palace at Oranienbaum in Russia, the Chinese House in Drottingholm in
Sweden, and the Wasserpalais in Pillnitz near Dresden Germany. In America,
even as Yamashiro was being completed, on the East coast Alva Vanderbilt
Belmont was finishing her Chinese Tea House at her Marble House estate in
Newport, Rhode Island. Last but not least, who could forget Yamashiro’s most
famous chinoiserie neighbor, Meyer and Holler’s 1927 Grauman’s Chinese
Theater, the very symbol of Hollywood grandeur and fantasy. At all of these
places and at Yamashiro architects designed Asian inspired structures filtered
through a western lens to create exotic backdrops for entertaining as well as to
house magnificent collections and artworks.

! palatial Home Is Finished. Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Nov. 15, 1914 page 11 10
2 George V. O’Dodd. “The Castle on the Hill”, The Architect and Engineer. June 1923 vol.73 p.87-94



The 406 Club

The estate and all of its contents were sold following the death of Eugene
Bernheimer in 1923. The sale was also precipitated by ongoing disputes between
the brothers and the city which planned and eventually executed a large water
cistern on the hill behind the house. To add insult to injury the brothers
Bernheimer suffered a decline in reputation during the First World War due to
their German heritage. The new owner in 1924 was Joseph Toplitsky, developer
of the Biltmore Theater, Mason Opera House and the Richfield Oil Building.

In 1925 the house was either leased or purchased by William Clark Crittendon,
Los Angeles and San Franciscan “capitalist” for $1,000,000 3to house the new
400 Club, a social organization primarily for an exclusive motion picture crowd.
The club was launched by Frank Elliot, actor, director and organizer of the
exclusive “Sixty” monthly supper-club headquartered at the Biltmore Hotel
downtown. Elliot established the 400 Club as a reaction to Los Angeles society’s
refusal to include actors and motion picture industry professionals in its powerful
“Bhye Book” of acceptable society and as an alternative to the De Mille, Pickford,
and Fairbanks dominance of Hollywood social life.* “The time had come to
provide the motion picture industry with its own superior social background, to
establish social leadership, to create a permanent central rendezvous for the best
elements of motion-picture society.”” The Club opened officially in October 1925
with a lavish party attended by cinema luminaries such as Rudolph Valentino,
Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle, Priscilla Dean, Kathleen Clifford, and Claire Windsor.
Other members were to include Harold Lloyd, Norma Shearer, Norma Tallmadge
and Charlie Chaplin.®

The club planned around 2 million dollars in renovations which included a plan to
add two wings to the house for a ballroom and a theater. Other plans included a
swimming pool in front of the main house and stables to the rear. These
improvements were never executed.

Hollywood Scenic Gardens and Home

During the Depression, Yamashiro, ceased to operate as a private club and was
opened to the public to allow those with 25 cents to tour the extensive gardens.
The gardens at that time included 8 landscaped acres, a bonsai garden, 2 miniature
village, streams, waterfalls and an authentic Japanese pagoda. It was during this
time that Hollywood recognized Yamashiro as a film location. Yamashiro was
featured in such films as Sayonara and The Bitter Tea of General Yen. It was
even rumored that a Yamashiro ran as a brothel.

3 «pilmdom’s Elite Have a New Club” Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File) Oct. 4, 1925 p.27
4 The Four Hundred Club. Grace Kingsley. Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File) Nov. 1, 1925 pg. 17
% Cinema Society on the Warpath by Alma Whitaker. Los Angeles Times {1886-Current File) Nov. 8. 1925

pg. 27
8 The Four Hundred Club. Grace Kingsley. Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File) Nov. 1, 1925 pg. 17



Tt was not until 1940 that the interior of the house was finally opened to the public
for a short period before war-time rumors of Japanese spies and radio centers
closed the property for good and the interior contents were sold at auction. The
villa and gardens suffered extensive vandalism during this period as the Japanese
villa built by Germans became the focus of public hostility. In an effort to save
what was left the villa’s decoration, its architecture was disguised and the
interiors painted over. During the war the property housed a boy’s military
academy which further damaged the house. Following the war the property was
again altered with the addition of several second story bedrooms and the division
of the house into 15 apartments.

Yamashiro Restanrant

In 1948 the estate was purchased by Thomas O. Glover with the intention of
demolishing the house and the remaining gardens to developing the site. This
plan was abandoned after Mr. Glover began to discover more and more of the
building’s significant architectural detailing and decided to restore the property as
a club restaurant with an attached hotel. During the fifties Glover ran the property
as a bar and private club but later started serving appetizers as the spot’s
popularity grew. Yamashiro formally opened as a full service restaurant in 1960
and has operated as such for nearly 40 years becoming a Hollywood landmark
and tourist destination as well as becoming once again a popular location for
filming television and motion pictures.

19. Sources
e Palatial Home Is Finished. Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Nov.

15,1914 page II 10

e George V. O’Dodd. “The Castle on the Hill”, The Architect and Engineer.
June 1923 vol.73 p.87-94

e “Filmdom’s Elite Have a New Club” Los Angeles Times (1886-Current
File) Oct. 4, 1925 p.27

e Grace Kingsley. “The Four Hundred Club”.. Los Angeles Times (1886-
Current File) Nov. 1, 1925 pg. 17

o Alma Whitaker. “Cinema Society on the Warpath”. Los Angeles Times
(1886-Current File) Nov. 8. 1925 pg. 27

e Thomas Y. Glover “Yamashiro History”. Yamashiro website
http://www.vamashirorestaurant.com/history/index htmi

20. Compiled on 10-29-07 for Hollywood Heritage by
Brian Curran
855 South Highland Ave.
Los Angeles CA 20636
323-964-9502
beurranjr@dslextreme.com
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HOW TO GET (" ectatir 250
[ SCENIC :

DRIVING: Go to o
Highland avenue and @P%@ H@Z % : = mammvm.s )
Franklin and drive 3 _ o re PHUGRIMAGE PLAY B
blocks west on Frank- 3 PanoramicView : >,
lin to sign indicafing 8
entrance, 4 FRANKLIN <
STREET CAR: Take MOVING PIETORE A

. red m:mommn m_mnﬁ:.Mn s7ars'momes  HOLINWOOD BLVD. : 51 {HOLLYWOOD [BLVD. 70 s 7o
"Hollywood Blvd. > g 1IN : 703 AVGFLES
Car" marked — SUNSET waé.m, dm.uoum m mfﬂ m\f m 3 m SUNSET BILVD. U.s.101}
m*mmm&”mm_w: o“o“mm rn.m%b_& : @ Y = M

Y d - M o :
im#m_ _omonw north fo reoac m STUD/OS mw m A m nNu mm m mm m S
Franklin, where sign EOARTISTS @ o2 = <L gan
indicates entrance. STUDIo m o m W o M 25 m ¥ M W
SANTA MONICA =] U.38. 66 d 51 SANTA |[MONICAZ| U.S.66

SIGHTSEEING ¥ =
BUSES AND TAXI _ o 3 =
will also take you _w»?z%ﬁ E
there — ask the MELROSE AVE. i Sa JMELROSE | AVE.
driver.

2012 : Map showing the SCENIC GARDENS and other places of interest in HOLLYWOOD.




The Summer Palace of the lasi Empress Dowager of China af Peking
was the mode! for Castle Yamashiro, pichwred above.

. GOniendal Palace
is located on & height above Hoilywéod Boutevard, at Franklin

Avenue, 3 blocks west of Highland, in Hollywood. These Ori-
ental gardens were .originated in 1913 by the Bernheimer

brothers, after years of travel through the Orient, where they -

collected rarest antiques of the Buddhist and Satsuma art to
create this unique and fascinafing Oriental wonderland, it is

estimated that two million doflars have been spent fo make it

one of the finest showplaces in America. On the
ART A A A
OBJECTS hilltop overlocking landscaped terraces is a great
palace of 22 rooms, "Yamashiro" {"Castle on the
Hili"), every room filled with lovely Oriental objets d'art.

A commanding view of Hollywood, Los Angeles and dis-
tant points is to be had from il: castle terrace. The eight
iatuge  9CTeS of elaborate landscaping include a minia-
GARDEN ture garden of dwarf trees, graceful little canals,

waterfalls and finy replicas of ancient dwellings,
peopled with lifelike bronze statuettes of their inhabitants.
Among the larger structures on the estate, one, a Pagoda, was
brought intact from Japan. The estate contains over thirty
thousand #rees and shrubs, many of them being unusual impor-
tations from Asia and the tropics. An 80-foot fake is the home
FLOWERS of a pair of Australian black swans. Surrounding
FLOWERSs  the castle and throughout the Gardens are bril-

liant beds of flowers, the many spectacular
varieties being at their best here under the friendly California
climate.

The Gardens are open from 9:30 AM. fo 6 P.M. every
day, An entrance fee of 25c is charged; children under 12
are admitted for 10c. Visitors may roam the walks at will;
photographic epportunities are excellent throughout the
Gardens and pictures are available on the grounds. The
thousands who view Hollywood Scenic Gardens annually
agree that nowhere else occurs so remarkable an exhibit of
uncommon landscaping, Oriental art and architecture.

Across the Miniature Garden and Lake of Btack Swans stands the
580-yaar-old Tomple Tower Pagoda,

Sacred Inner Court, with temple pool, ancient bronze statuary
and rare dwarf troes.
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Eat, Drink and Be Married

BY PAUL WALLACH

outhern Californians

are blessed with a

wide variety of out-
door settings for wedding
celebrations, perfect places
for couples to celebrate that
frozen moment in time that
marks the beginning of a
long journey.

I have picked three sites
for that momentous event.
These are restaurants that
offer a beautiful setting for
both the wedding and the
reception. But if your
thoughts are nowhere near

" nuptials, you can still go to
any one of these places just
for a terrific meal.

Off Franklin Avenue in
Hollywood, up a steep in-
cline, there is a Japanese
palace with eight acres of
terraced gardens that pro-
vides a spectacular setting for a res-
taurant and the many weddings that
take place there.

Yamashiro was created in 1914 asa
private residence for two brothers to
housetheir collection of treasures from
the Far East. The building was de-
signed as a replica of a magnificent
structure located near Kyoto in Japan.
Fine woods, rare antiques and temple
artifacts were assembled on thissiteto
re-create the Kyoto palace. The ten-

room teak-and-cedar mansionisdeco-

rated with carved rafters lacquered in
gold and tipped with bronze dragons.

The restaurant served as an exclu-
sive club for the film industry during
the golden age of Hollywood, and its
authentic architecture has been used
as a set for countless film productions.

During World War II, while anti-
Japanese feelings ranhigh, Yamashiro
was abandoned and eventually van-
dalized. The task of restoring the prop-

62

erty fell under thedirection of Thomas
Glover, the third-generation owner.
In 1960 he opened the majestic edifice
as a restaurant.

Today, Yamashiro, with its beauti-
ful interior garden and surrounding
landscape, has become one of the best
Japanese-Continental restaurants in
Los Angeles. All of the traditional
Japanese dishesare on the long menu:
sushi, tempura, sukiyaki, teppar yaki
and teriyaki. Chef Masa Kurihara also
prepares the Yamashiro feast, consist-
ing of miso soup, sunomone =alad,
shrimpand vegetabletempura, lobster
tail, chicken yakitori, beef teriyaki,
clam misoyaki and fresh vegetables.

A long list of appetizers is favored
by those sipping exotic cocktailsin the
elegantlounge. Theentiredining room
and lounge are terraced to maximize
the breathtaking view.

Weddings usually take placz in the
Garden Court, a stately arex of rock

In Yamashiro's interior court, w tobles surro a koi ' ond o rock ard .

MAY

4!

paths, Japaneseshrubbery and a pond
filled with koi. After the ceremony,
guestsmay stroll through the grounds
highlighted by asix-hundred-year-old
pagoda imported from Japan, water-
falls and hundreds of goldfish.

Moderatetoexpensive. Semidressy.
Dinneronly,5:30to 10Sunday through
Thursday, 5:30 to 11 on Friday and
Saturday; bar open from 4:30 PM. to
1:30 AM,, with bar menu available from
5:30 to 10:45. All major cards. Full bar.
Valet parking. Banquet area.

YAMASHIRO, 1999 North Syca-
more Avenue, Hollywood. Telephone:
(213) 466-5125.

" he Police Academy?" [ can
. hearyousaying,"Whatkind

of a place is that for a for-

mal wedding?” '
Well, ina word, it's wonderful. First
of all, it's centrally located in Elysian
Park next to Dodger Stadium. The

1991
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ERE arc the first pictures of Hollywood's new and
ultra-exclusive Four Hundred Club. The directors of
the club purchased the uxurious Japanese mansion
situated on a high hill overlooking all Hollywood, which has
long been world-famous. - The place was created originally by
the Bernheimer brothers, millionaire importers of Oriental
goods. They had spent years and a fortune in collecting art
treasures from the far East, but when one of the brothers died
recently, the other sold the estate. o

~The grounds consist of twelve acres, landscaped in the
Oviental manner and dotted with age-old shrines and statues
brought from China and Japan. In one corner of the gardens
ihere is a miniature but complete Japanese village. The Four
Hundred Club, whose membership is exclusively prominent’
motion picture people, will make extensive improvements,
involving a total expenditure of $2,500,000. On either sideof
the building here shown wings will be built. One wing will
"house a theater and the other a spacious ballroom. A large
swimming pool will be constructed in the foreground.” The
riding stables will be in the rear. The trail, shown in the
picture, winds for miles through the Hollywood hills,

38

ollywood’s Four

An ajrplane view of the club

The tea house of the club is decorated - -5
in the manner of old Jdpan. .The
tapestry-and other furiiishings efedn- '

- tiques collected in ‘thé Orjent”

This is the women's lounge




“The men's lounge, directly off
the entrance hall, isriotous with
color. Soft silks cover even the
window frames and the furmish-

ings are of priceless teakwood

Fi

The club boasts several bed-
rooms as luxurious as the one
‘ shown in the oval. The bedisa
; splendid example of Japanese g 3

. hand carving, while the Japa- - .
: nese prints are the sort for ;
: which collectors die-

The main building (below), constructed

around this Bedutiful patio, has aporch .

whiich rumns its entire length and which
. will be used as an outdoor tea room.
o The antique bronze figure in the fore-
Lo . ground i, afiother collector’s jewel

Below is the main
. building, reached by
one of the longest stair-
ways in the world, only
a small part of which
isshown in the picture.
To this building wings
. will be added. The
porch will be tumed
into an open air res- !
. taurant

e
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YAMASHIRO

Cutphmban Calsing

Yamashiro History

For 88 years Yamashiro has watched over the history of
Hollywood. It has witnessed the birth 'of the film
industry, the glamour of Hollywood's “Golden Age”, the
difficult times of war with Japan, and the current period
of intense interast in Eastern cultures. Yamashiro
started as a fabulous private estate and is now open to
the public as a unique restaurant and public gardens.

Yamashiro means “Mountain Palace” In Japanase. It
was the dream of the Bernheimer brothers in 1911 to
build a hilltop mansion 250 feet above Hollywood
Boulevard to house their priceiess collection of Aslan
treasures. Hundreds of skilled craftsmen were brought
from the Orient to recreate an exact replica of a palace
located in the “Yamashiro” mountains near Kyoto,
Japan. This dream became a reality in 1914,

The Bernheimer Brothers (L &R ends) in 1914

When they finished Yamashiro in Hollywood, 300 steps
led up the hiflside through superbly landscaped
Japanese gardens to the 10-room teak and cedar
mansion, where carved rafters were lacquered in gold
and tipped with bronze dragons, A Sacred Inner Court
formed a lovely garden in the center of the building
and was filled with sculptured plants, stone hewn pools
and rare fish. Thie Inner Court provided light and air to
the surrounding reoms where the walls were covered
with lustrous silks and hung with antigue tapestries.

Landscaping at Yamashiro was a $2 million effort and
resulted in California’s foremost Japanese gardens.
Hillside terraces were filled with 30,000 varieties of
trees and shrubs, waterfalls, hundreds of goldfish, and
even a private zoo of exotic birds and monkeys,

Miniature bronze houseboats floated along a maze of ) 300 steps leading u,cj the hillside to Yamashiro,
tiny canals through a miniature Japanese village.

Today you can still see the 600-year-old pagoda
(seen above, behind Bernheimer Brothers) which
was brought from Japan and set beside a lake
which once housed rare black Australian swans
and is now converted into a modern swimming
pool, Most of the Asian collection, however — the
Suddhist and Satsuma art, the rare jades,
tapestries and cloisonne chandeliers — were
auctioned off in 1922 after one of the Bernheimer

http://www.yamashirorestaurant.com/history/index html 10/29/2007
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brothers died.

In the late 1920's Yamashiro served as
headquarters for the uitra-exclusive “400 Ciub”.
Created for the elite of Hollywood’s motion picture
industry during its Golden Age, Yamashiro gave
Hollywood its first celebrity hangout. Here Bebe
Daniels, Frank Elliott, Lilian Gish, Ramon Navarro,
and the Who's Who of actors, writers, directors
and celebrities in Hollywood formed their first
social institution as a monumaent to their
achievement.

The interior Garden Courf,

Hollywood, like the rest of the country,
suffered with the Great Bepression. But,
Yamashire remained, and for twenty-five
cents you could tour the unparalleled
Japanese gardens and admire the
spectacular view of all Los Angeles and the
Pacific Ocean beyond,

Rumor has it that during those tragic
years, beautiful (though starving)
actresses were available at Yamashiro for
hire for the evening to those who could
still afford such pleasures,

Oneof the many rooms filled with antiques and silk tapestries.

At the outbreak of World War II, anti-Japanese
sentiment spread rapidly in Hollywood and throughout
the country. In the post Pearl Harbor paranoia,
Yamashiro was mistakenly rumored to be a signal tower
for the Japanese. Much of the beautiful landscaping and
dacorative elements of the palace itself were stripped by
vandals. Yamashire's distinctive Asian architecture was
disguised, the beautiful carved woods covered with
paint, and the estate became a boys’ military school.

At the end of the war with Japan, a builder bought the
property, added a second story, and converted
Yamashiro into 15 apartment units. Then in 1948, the
estate, unrecognizable and in disrepair, was purchased
by Thomas 0. Glover, who originally intended to tear
down the structure and develop a hotel and apartment
units on the seven acres of propetty. While preparing to
demolish, he discovered the treasure of ornate
_ woodwork and sitk wailpaper hidden under layers of
Thomas O Glover giving someone black paint. He realized that this was too important to
a ride in front of Yamashiro destroy and decided to restore the property. This
became a 20-year project which continues even today.

Page 2 of 3
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Continuing to restore Yamashiro’s historic
buiidings and grounds, a remodeling program
has been established by Tom Y. Glover, the son
of Tom O. Glover. The restaurant now includes
the westside Sunset Room, in addition to the
air conditioned main dining room terraces, bar
jounge and Skyview banguet room overlooking
downtown L.A., Hollyweod, Beverly Hills, past
Century City's distinctive skyline to the beaches
beyond. The Inner Courtyard, popular for
dining, banguets, and weddings, has been
renovated, and the Japanese gardens and
pools with colorful Koi fish have been returned
to their former tranquil beauty. Today tour
groups constantly visit the grounds to take in
the unique view of Hollywood.

The smafler house in front was used originally as a
carriage house - @ home for a horse and buggy.

For three decades, guests have enjoyed Yamashiro’s
gracious Japanese ambience, with its award-winning
lapanese menu. Two years ago, a complete
management change instituted renovations inside
the building and an elegant yet contemporary new
direction in service and food, resulting in the creation
of the restaurant’s highly praised CalAsian cuisineg,
complementing classic Japanese favorites. Now the
complete dining experience is unmetched in Los
Angeles, enhanced by the spectacular view that
originally drew the Bernheimer brothers, and later
the Glover family, to this Hollywood hilltop to build
Yamashiro, Hollywood's own "Meountain Palace”.

By Thomas Y. Glover

The Pageda - The oldest structure in California. <<< Back
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IDENTIFICATION -UTH_. 11/376300/3774560 111D

1. Common name: ___CASTLE YAMASHIRO jQ-OO S
2. Historic name, if known: ___Bernheimer Buildings

3. Street of rural address 1999 North Sycamore Avenue

City: ___Jlos Angales ZIP:___900h8 County: __Los Angales
4. Present owner, if known: Hollywood Hill Hotel Apta. Address: __1999 N. Sycamora Ava
City: __Los Angeles ZIP; 90068 Ownershipis: Public D Private
5. Present Use: _Hotel & Restaurant Original Use: - Residence
Other past uses: . ‘ ‘3"
DESCRIPTION T ‘
6. Bree;;y describe the present phvsicai appearance of the site or sfructure and describe any major alteranons from is original
condition:

Castle Yamashiro is tm-story, concrete and wood structure measuring 116
feet square in size. It is arranged Sround a central patio which at one time
was open-air. The architectural stffle is oriental, reminiscent of sixteenth
century Japanese mixed with Chinese and Korean. Tha front of the facade features
three large tordi canoples and a ponderous roof resembling a bellcast mansard
type. The house has been altered to suit its new use as a hotel and restaurant
and some of the formal gardens have been altered, but the structure is basically

the same.
'7. Locationat sketch map (draw and label site and 8. Approximate property size:
surrounding s eets, roads, and prominent landmarks): Lot size {in feet) Frontage v
NORTH : ‘ .
Depth. :

OF apPIOX. acTeage _M?j:_,
9, Condition: {check one} . . . ' .
8. Egcwlleni D b. Good E T Fair D

d. Deteriorated D e, No longer in existence D

) TRANELI N g g ' ‘
s | NELI R Ayg e td // 10. 1s the feature . Altered? b. Unaltered? E:I

E

z s

? b ‘ 11. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)

b a, Open land D ‘b. Scattered buildings D
2 )

E < ¢ Densely builtup [ ] 4. Residential X ]

& ¥ |

2 i e. Commercial D f. industrial D

non\l wonb oWl Fvanh

g. Other [] o e

e

i2. Threats to site:
a. None known E b. Private development D
¢. Zoning D d. Public Works project D
e. Vandalism I:] f. Other E]

HAWT storNnE] AveNue

hiGuLANy AveNus




_: The foliowing {ltems 14-19) are for structures only. !

Primary exterior building material: a. Stone [:J b. Brick D ¢, Swceo D d. Adobe [:] e. Wood [E
{. Other reinforced concrete

" i6, 1s the structure: a. On its original site? b, Moved? D ¢, Unknown? D
16. Year of initial construction __1913  Thisdate is: a, Factual b. Estimated [:I :
17. Architect {if known): ___Franklin M. Small T

.-

18, Builder {if known):
19, Refated féatures: a. Barn D b. Casriage house D ¢. Quthouse D d, Shed{s)" e, ‘Formal garden{s)

{. Windmitl D g. Watertower/tankhouse D : h, Other D ‘ - . i. None D

~, .

SIGNIFICANCE

20, Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site when known):

~ Adolph and Eugene Bernheimer were two wealthy importers of Oriental Art who
settled in Southern California and proceeded, in 1913, to erect a mansion-museum
on one of the most striking sites in Hollywood. It was filled with their art
treasures from the Orient and enriched with wrought metal work, hand carved wood
and painted panels., Their estate’s gardens were equally lavish, containing
waterfalls, Japanese sentry boxes and a pagoda imported intact from Japan. After
the death of the brothers, the estate became known as the "Jdpanese Gardens' or
"Hollywood Scenic Gardens" and was openeg to the public, Currently, it is a -
hotel and restaurant, still maintaining the oriental motif. I

"

; . . : : . .

22, (cont.) Administration. Los Angeles: A Guide to the City & Its Environs. New York:
Hastings House, 1941.

21. Main theme of the historic resource: {Check only one): ‘3. Architecture E b. Aris & Leisure D
c. Economic/industrial D d. Exploration/Settlement D e, Government D f»;'“Mi!iga_rv D
g. Religion D h. Social/Education D ‘

22, Sﬁurces: List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews, and their dates: _

Gordon, Dudley. The Cultural Assets of Los Angeles. los Angeles: Ward Ritchie Press, 19

nI&i ﬁnﬁl&ﬂ Timeﬁ Apri-l 7, 1912, V’ 1; Jm“aw 11, 19]1&’ v’ lo O'Dﬁdd, G@Ol’g@, .“ﬂThe cas-

on the Hil1l" (Yama Shiro),® Architect & Engineer, Juns 1923, Pages 87-94. Work Projects

23, Date form pmpared:w By {name}: ... JJonois SmiL $.OF _(con
Address: 900 Exposition Blvd, zie: 90007
Phone: (233) T46-0410 x4 Organization; _Batural History Museum

(State Use Only)
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City of L.os Angeles
Department of City Planning

Assessor Parcel Number,
Parcel Area (Approximate):
Use Code:

Building Class:
Assessed Land Val.:
Assessed Improvement Val.:

. Year Built:

L% ANGELES GITY 06/27/2007
PLANNING PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
e T .
0 ERTY ADDRESSES d egat Infi ]
'1964 NFITCH DR PIN Number: 150B181 434
1961 N SYCAMGRE AVE Area (Calculated): 305,820.8 (sq it)
Thomas Brothers Grid: PAGE 593 - GRID D4
1941 N SY MORE AVE PAGE 593 - GRID D3
1930 N-FITCH DR * Assessor Parcel Number: 5642017016
1920'N EITCH DR . Tract: TR 3237
1921 N.SYCAMORE AVE Map Reference: M B 37-21
1900\ FITCH DR. Block: None
1821 N SYCAMORE AVE Lot; LTA
1831 N SYCAMORE AVE Arb (Lot Cut Reference): None
1901 N SYCAMORE AVE Map Sheet: 1508181
1990 N SYCAMORE AVE
PENOCMERE AT
Community Plan Area: Hollywood
1999 N SYgAMOﬁE ﬁzE Area Plariging Commission: Cenml
1999: l;!l gr\'(rc?imga E Neighborhood Councik Hollywood Hills West
1965 . Councll District: CD 4 - Tom LaBonge
- Census Tract # 1901.00
Zig;ﬁgilgﬁ : , 1897.02
80068; » LADBS District Office: Los Angeles Metro
RECENT ACTIVITY  Z:
None c Spemal Notes None
‘ - Zoning: R3-1D ‘
QﬁﬁE NL gmgggg .. Zoning Information (ZI): él—?:i‘i’el_ Lo% Angeles State
. . ' nterptise Zone
_ 8%%11%%?2813 1-GPC General Plan Land Use: Limitg}d Commercial
ZA-232:NC Plan Footnote - Site Req.: See Plan Foolnotes
ZA-1983457-2V Additional Plan Footnotes: Hollywood
ZA"! 982—3534\!0 Specific Plan Area: None
ZA13426 - . Design Review Board: No
‘ND-83:5.2V - Historic Preservation Review: No
- OB-13776 gtt?]tonﬁ _Ptres_.ergatlpn Ot\iieriay Zone: ﬁone
er Historic Designations: one
AFF-40487 Mills Act Coniract: None
POD - Pedestrian Orienied Districts: None
 CDO - Community Design Ovetiay: None
- Shreelscape: No
Sign District: No
" Adaptive Reuse Incenfive Area: Nane
35% Density Bonus: Eligible .
CRA - Communily Redevelopment Agency: None
Central City Parking: No
Downtown Parking: No
Building Line: None
500 Ft School Zone: No
500 Ft Park Zone: Active: Dorothy and Benjamin

Smith Park

5549017016

305,791.2 (sq )

0501 - § or more units {4 stories or
less with Pool)

D5A

$704,532

$614,675

1921

1914

1916



Last Owner Change:
{.ast Sale Amount:
Number of Units:
Number of Bedrooms:
Number of Bathrooms:
Building Square Footage:
Tax Rate Area:

Deed Reference No.:

Additional Information
Airport Hazard:

Coastal Zohe:

Farmiand:

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone:

Fire District No. 1:
* Fire District No. 2:
Flood Zone:

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties:

Methane Hazard Site:
High Wind Velocity Areas:
Hillside Grading

Ol Wells:

Aiqu!st-Prioio Fau!t Zone:
Distance to Nearest Fault:
Landslide:

Liquefaction:

Business lmprovement Dlstnct
Federal Empowerment Zone.
Renewal Community:
Revltalization Zone:

State Enterprise Zone:

Targeted Neighborhood initiative:

i .
Police Information:
Bureau:
Division / Station:
Report District:

Fire Information:
District / Fire Station:
Bataliion: ‘
Division:
Red Flag Restricted Parking:

3 930
01/12/01
$0

1
2

1
1,328.0 (sq ft)
67

. None

None

None

Area not Mapped
Yes

Within Fault Zone
Yes
No

None

None

No

None

Los Angeies State Enferprise
Zone

None

Holwood
ollywoo
625

- 645

41

No
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