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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 CHAPMAN BUILDING  
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

OWNER: Broadway and Eighth Investments, LLC 
 830 S. Hill Street, Suite 371  
 Los Angeles, CA   90014 
  

OWNER’S Charles J. Fisher 
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Ave 57 
    Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]       [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]      
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
 
Attachments: May 9, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: October 18, 2007 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2007-2316-HCM 
 
Location: 756 S. Broadway 
Council District: 14 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Lot 1 of MB 1328-67/68 
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FINDINGS 

 
1) The subject building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 

specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as 
an example of Beaux Arts commercial architecture.   

 
2) The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 

or community” for its association with the development of downtown Los Angeles. 
 

3) The property is identified with a historic personage, with that of Charles C. Chapman, 
founder of Chapman College, first mayor of the City of Fullerton, and the first board 
chairman of Bank of America.     

 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1911-12 and located in the downtown area, this 13-story commercial building exhibits 
character-defining features of Beaux-Arts style architecture.  The subject building is rectangular 
in plan with three bays facing 8th Street and two centered entrances.  The subject building has 
three primary facades clad in concrete, glazed terra cotta and brick arranged in the classic 
base-shaft-capital composition.  The lower levels are defined by double height single windows 
flanked by fluted ionic pilasters, square pilasters, laurel castings, and a bracketed cornice with 
laurelled wreaths.  The fourth and thirteenth levels have paired double-hung windows with some 
flanked by decorative terra-cotta.  The twelfth and thirteenth levels have single, pairs and trios of 
double-hung windows flanked by ionic pilasters and decorative shields and laurels.  The roof 
level has pairings of double-hung windows with a large bracketed cornice, dentils, and brackets.  
Significant interior spaces include a main lobby space with tile, marble, pilasters, and ornate 
brass elevators.  The hallways have marble wainscoting and the staircases have decorative 
brass railings.                             
 
The proposed Chapman Building historic monument was designed by architect Ernest 
McConnell.  McConnell was the in-house architect for the subject building’s builder, The Los 
Angeles Investment Company, a major landowner and housing developer in the early twentieth 
century.  McConnell designed dozens of Craftsman-style homes for the company.  In 1920, the 
subject building was sold to Charles C. Chapman, founder of Chapman College in Orange 
County and the first mayor of the City of Fullerton.     
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The subject building appears significant as a well-preserved example of Beaux-Arts style 
architecture and for its association with the commercial and financial development of Broadway 
in the early part of the 20th century.        
 
Later additions to the subject property include alteration of storefronts and the removal of 
decorative terra cotta on the Broadway entrance.   

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Chapman Building successfully meets three of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria: 1) “embod[ies] the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,” 2) reflects “the broad 
cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community,” and 3) is associated with 
a historic personage.  As a commercial building designed in the Beaux Arts style, reflecting the 
development of downtown Los Angeles, and once owned by Charles C. Chapman, the property 
clearly qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of August 16, 2007, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On October 4, 2007, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured 
the subject property.   
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RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2007-2316-HCM 

HEARING DATE: August 16, 2007 Location: 756 S. Broadway 
TIME: 10:OO AM Council District: 14 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 101 0 Community Plan Area: Central City 

200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central 
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
9001 2 Legal Description: Lot 1 of MB 1328-67168 

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
CHAPMAN BUILDING 

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

OWNER: Broadway and Eighth Investments, LLC 
National City Towers, LLC 
830 S. Hill Street, Suite 371 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

OWNER'S Charles J. Fisher 
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Ave 57 

Los Angeles, CA 90042 

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.1 71 . I  0(c)4 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

2. Adopt the report findings. 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AlCP 
Director of Planning 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 

Ken Bernstein, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Architect 
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources 

Prepared by: 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: May 9, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
ZlMAS Report 
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Built in 191 1-12 and located in the downtown area, this 13-story commercial building exhibits 
character-defining features of Beaux-Arts style architecture. The subject building is rectangular 
in plan with three bays facing 8'h Street and two centered entrances. The subject building has 
three primary facades clad in concrete, glazed terra cotta and brick arranged in the classic 
base-shaft-capital composition. The lower levels are defined by double height single windows 
flanked by fluted ionic pilasters, square pilasters, laurel castings, and a bracketed cornice with 
laurelled wreaths. The fourth and thirteenth levels have paired double-hung windows with some 
flanked by decorative terra-cotta. The fourteenth and fifteenth levels have single, pairs and trios 
of double-hung windows flanked by ionic pilasters and decorative shields and laurels. The roof 
level has pairings of double-hung windows with a large bracketed cornice, dentils, and brackets. 
Significant interior spaces include a main lobby space with tile, marble, pilasters, and ornate 
brass elevators. The hallways have marble wainscoting and the staircases have decorative 
brass railings. 

The proposed Chapman Building historic monument was designed by architect Ernest 
McConnell. McConnell was the in-house architect for the subject building's builder, The Los 
Angeles Investment Company, a major landowner and housing developer in the early twentieth 
century. McConnell designed dozens of Craftsman-style homes for the company. In 1920, the 
subject building was sold to Charles C. Chapman, founder of Chapman College in Orange 
County and the first mayor of the City of Fullerton. 

The subject building appears significant as a well-preserved example of Beaux-Arts style 
architecture and for its association with the commercial and financial development of Broadway 
in the early part of the 2oth century. 

Later additions to the subject property include alteration of storefronts and the removal of 
decorative terra cotta on the Broadway entrance. 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

FINDINGS 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK L E T E R S  

IDENT'IFICAIION 

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT CHARLES C. CHAPMAN BUILDING 

2. STREIT ADDRESS 756 S. BROADWAY 

CIIY LOS ANGELES ZIP CODE 900 1 4 COUNCIL DISTRICT 14 

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. 5 1440 1 5-055 

3. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT TRACT NO. 62954, AS PER MAP FILED IN BOOK 1 328. PAGES 67 AND 

68. IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 

BLOCK N/A LOT(S) 1 ARB. NO. N/A 

RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY 752-784 S.  BROADWAY AND 22 1-26 1 W 87'' STREET 

4. PRESENT OWNER BROADWAY AND EIGHTH INVESTMENTS, LLC 

STREET ADDRESS P. 0. BOX 56766 

CITY SHERMAN OAKS STATE CA ZIP CODE 9 1 4 1 3 PHONE (3 10) 228-8277 - BEN COHAN 

OWNER IS: PRIVATE x PUBLIC 

5. PRESENT USE LIVE-WORK CONDOS AND RETAIL (IN PROCESS) ORIGINAL USE BANK AND OFFICES 

DESCRIPTION 

6. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE BEAUX ARTS 

7. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRllTlON OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTlONALDESCRlF'TlON WORKSHEET) 

(SEE DESCRIPTION WORKSHEET) 



HISTORIC<ULTURAL MONUMENT 
APPLICATION 

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL 1 9 1  1-12 ESTIMATED 

1 1.  ARCHITECT. DESIGNER. OR ENGINEER: ERNEST MCCONNELL 

1 2. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: L O S  ANGELES INVESTMENT COMPANY 

1 3. DATES O F  ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS APRIL 6. 2007 

14. CONDITION: 0 EXCELLENT rn GOOD 0 FAIR 0 DETERIORATED N O  LONGER IN EXISTENCE 

1 5. ALTERATIONS: STOREFRONTS. OFFICES HAVE BEEN RECONFIGURED MULTIPLE TIMES, PORTION O F  TILE FLOOR AT ENTRY 

WAS REPLACED WITH TERRAZZO IN 1 930s AND ELEVATORS HAVE BEEN REPLACED. BUILDING IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING 

CONVERSION TO LIVE-WORK HOUSING. STAIRWAY ABOVE 2ND FLOOR HAS BEEN ENCLOSED PER FIRE CODE. BUT REMAINS 

16. THREATS TO SrrE rn NONE KNOWN 0 PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 0 VANDALISM PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 

1 7 ,  IS THE STRUCTURE rn O N  ITS ORIGINALSITE 0 MOVED UNKNOWN 

SIGNIFICANCE 
1 8. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE; INCLUDE DATES. EVENTS. AND PERSONS ASSOCIATED 

WITH SITE (SEE OPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORKSHEET) THIS 1 3 STORY BEAUX ARTS BUILDING WAS ONE OF THE EARLIEST MAJOR 

STEEL FRAME OFFICE BUILDINGS TO BE BUILT IN LOS ANGELES. THE BUILDER WAS THE LOS ANGELES INVESTMENT COMPANY. WHICH 

WAS A MAJOR LANDOWNER AND HOUSING DEVELOPER IN THE EARLY 2Ow CENTURY LOS ANGELES AREA. THE BUILDING WAS DESIGNED 

BY ERNEST MC CONNELL. WHO WAS THE IN-HOUSE ARCHITECT FOR THE COMPANY. BESIDES THE CHAPMAN BUILDING AND SEVERAL 

OTHER HISTORIC DOWNTOWN BUlWlNGS HE DID FOR THE LAIC. MC CONNELLDESIGNED DOZENS OF CRAFTSMAN HOMESTHAT WERE 

PUBLISHED IN A PLAN BOOK BY THE LAIC. MANY OFTHESE HOMES WERE BUILT BY THE LAIC IN THE VARIOUSTRACTSTHAT THEY 

SUBDIVIDED IN THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA. A FINANCIAL PROBLEM IN THE MID TEENS FORCED THE SALE OF THE BUILDING TO 

CHARLES C.  CHAPMAN. A WEALTHY RANCHER AND CAPITALIST FROM FULLERTON. ORIGINALLY HAILING FROM CHICAGO. CHAPMAN HAD 

COME TO CALIFORNIA AND MADE A FORTUNE IN THE PRINTING AND CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS BEFORE COMINGTO CALIFORNIA IN 1894 

FOR HIS WIFE'S HEALTH. HE SOON BECAME INVOLVED WITH THE CITRUS INDUSTRY AND IS CREDITED WITH THE BEING THE "FATHER OFTHE 

VALENCIA ORANGE". HE WAS ALSOTHE FOUNDER OF CHAPMAN COLLEGE IN ORANGE COUNTY AND THE FIRST MAYOR OFTHE CRY OF 

FULLERTON. SHORTLY AFTER BUYING THE BUILDING. CHAPMAN BECAME ONE OFTHE FOUNDERS AND FIRST BOARD CHAIRMAN OF BANK 

OF AMERICA. WHICH WAS HEADQUARTERED IN THE CHARLES C. CHAPMAN BUILDING. WHEN A. P. GIANNINI'S BANK OF ITALY LATER 

BOUGHT OUT BANK OF AMERICA. HE WAS SO IMPRESSED WITH THE SOUD REPUTATION THAT CHAPMAN HAD BUILT FOR IT THAT HE OPTED 

TO RETAIN THE NAME OF CHAPMAN'S BANK. WHICH TODAY IS ONE OFTHE LARGEST FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE WORLD. 

1 9. SOURCES (UST BOOKS. DOCUMENTS. SURVEYS. PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) LOS ANGELES CITY BUILDING PERMITS PER 

ATTACHED. LA COUW ASSESSORS RECORDS. RECORDED DEEDS. CHAPMAN BIOGRAPHY PER ATTACHED. VARIOUS LOS ANGELESTIMES 

ARTICLES AND ADVERTISEMENTS. 

20. DATE FORM PREPARED MAY 9.2007 PREPARER'S NAME CHARLES J. FISHER 

ORGANIZATION BROADWAY AND EIGHTH INVESTMENTS, LLC. STREET ADDRESS 140 S. AVENUE 57 

CITV HIGHLANDPARK STATE CA ZIPCODE 90042 PHONE (323) 256-3593 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ARROYOSECO@HOTMAIL.COM 



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET 

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LElTERS 

THE THE CHARLES C .  CHAPMAN BUILDING IS A 13 STORY, 
NAME O F  PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OFSTORIES 

BEAUX ARTS RECTANGULAR PLAN OFFICE BUILDING 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE CsEE UlNE 8 ABOVE) PUN SHAPE (SEE CHART) mumum USE (RESIDENCE. ETC) 

WITH A CONCRETE FINISH AND BRASS AND WOOD TRIM. 
MTERUL (WOOD S101NG. WOOD SHINGLES. BRICK STUCCO, ETC M A E R I N  (WOOD. METAL ETC) 

ITS FLAT ROOF IS COVERED WITH ROLLED COMPOSITION . GLASS AND WOOD 
RCOF SHAPE (SEE CHART)) MATEN (CUYTILE. ASPHALTOR WOOD SHINGLES WINDOW MATERIAL 

DOUBLE HUNG WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN. 
WINOOW W E  [DOUBLE HUNG (SUDES UP 8 DOWN). CASEMENT (OPFNS OW). HORRONTAL SLIDING. ETc~  

THE ENTRY FEATURES A GLASS AND BRASS DOOR 
DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED. CENTERED. OFFCENTER. CORNER. ETC.) 

WITH A (DOOR DESCRIBED ABOVE) DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS 
EmRY won STYLE (SEE CHART) 

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE A LARGE BRACKITED CORNICE ATTHE ROOF LEVEL WlTH DENTALS BETWEEN THE CURVED 
lDENTlNORffilNAL FEATURESSUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART): BALCONIES: NUMBER AND SHAPE OF WRMERS (SEE CHART): 

BRACKfZTS. A COVED BAND SURROUNDS THE STRUCTURE UNDER THE 1 3TH FLOOR WlTH ANOTHER UNDER THE 1 1 
NUMBER AND L o u n o N  OF CHIMNEYS: S H ~ R S :  SECONDARY FINISH MATERULS: PARAPETS: METALTRIM: DECORATNE n L E  OR C ~ S T  STONE: ARCHES: 

FLOOR. SHIELDS HANG FROM THE UPPER BAND ATTHE BUILDING CORNERS AND ALONG THE SOUTH FACADE. FOUR 
ORNAMENTNWOODWOK SYUMErRY OR N3MMETRf CORNICES: FRIEZES. TOWERS OR TURRETS. BAY WINDOWS. HALFTIMBERING: HORRONTALm 

IONIC PllASTERS REACH BETWEEN THE BANDS O N  THE WEST FACADE. DOUBLE HUNG WOODEN WINDOWS ARE AT ALL  
MRTICAUW F O R M W  OR INFORMAUW GARDEN WALLS. ETC. 

LEVELS ABOVE THE FIRST FLOOR. PAIRED ON INSIDE OPENINGS. LAUREL MOLDINGS ARE PLACED BETWEEN THE OUTSIDE SINGLE 
MDmONALDEnNlNG ELEMENTS 

WINDOWS WlTH ARCHED SURROUNDS ATTHE THIRD FLOOR LEVEL. A BALUSTRADE RAILING IS FOUND ATTHE THIRD FLOOR LEVEL IN 
MDTnONAL DEFlNlNG ELEMENTS 

CENTER OF THE SOUTH ELEVATION. A SECOND BRACKETED CORNICE IS ATTHE TOP OF THE SECOND FLOOR. WlTH LAURELLED 
ADDTTIONAL DEFlNlNG ELEMENTS 

WREATHS ON EACH BRACKET. FLUTED IONIC PILASTERS AND LARGER SQUARE PILASTERS ARE FOUND ATTHE STREET LEXELTOTHE 
ADDTnONALDmNINGCVMENTr 

SECOND STORY CORNICE. LAURELCASTINGS ARE UNDER EACH OFTHE SECOND STORY WINDOWS. 
AODrrlONAL DEFlNlNG ELEMENTS 

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF NONE PRESENT 
IDENTITY-GE: W R E N  SHELTER. flC. 

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE A MARBLE MAIN LOBBY WlTH TlLE FLOOR, ROUND AND SQUARE MARBLE 
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEANRES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING: MOLDINGS ANDTMM. SPECVILGUSS WINDOWS. 

PILASTERS AND ORNATE BRASS ELEVATOR DOORS AND SURROUNDS. MARBLE WAINSCOTING IS FOUND IN THE HALLS 
ORNATE CEILINGS: PIASTER MOLDINGS: UGHT FIXTURES: PAINTED DECORATION: CERAMIC TILE: S N R  BALUSTWES. BUILTiN FURNITURE. ETC. 

ALL LEVELS. ALONG WlTH TlLE HALLWAY FLOORS. DECORATIVE BRASS RAILING O N  MAIN MARBLE STAIRCASE. OFFICE 
I D E M I R  NOTMLE MANRETREES AND SHRUffi 

DOORS HAVE CENTRAL GLASS OPENINGS AND ARE O F  WOOD, WlTH TRANSOMS ABOVE THE DOORWAYS. 
l n m n r v  NOTABLE MATURE TRCES AND SHRUBS 

IDEKnFY NOTABLE MATURETRECS AND SNRU85 

HISTORICCULTURAL MONUMENT APPLICATION 



C I T Y  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S  

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEE~ 

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALLCAPITAL BLOCK LEITERS 

Complete One or Both ofthe Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

THE CHARLES C. CHAPMAN BUILDING IS AN I M P O R T A N T  EXAMPLE OF 
W E  OF  PROPOSED MONUMENT 

BEAUX ARTS ARCHITECTURE 
ARCHtTECTURALSTYIE (SEE UNE 8) 

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION 
OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM. DETAILING AND INTEGRITY. 

THE CHARLES C. CHAPMAN BUILDING WAS BUILT IN 1 9 1  1-12 
NAME OF PmoPosm MONUMENT YEAR BUILT 

THE LOS ANGELES IMPROVEMENT COMPANY AND CHARLES C. CHAPMAN WAS lM PORTANT TO THE 
NAME OF  F7- OROTHER SIGNIFIC*M OWNER 

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE MUCH OFTHE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY 2OTH CENTURY LOS ANGELES WAS DONE 

BY THE LOS ANGELES IMPROVEMENT COMPANY. WHICH WAS A MAJOR SUBDIVIDER AND BUILDERS WlTH SUCH DEVELOPMENTS AS 

"DERBY PARK". "COLLEGE TRACT", "LUCKY BALDWIN TRACT" (ON LAND THEY PURCHASED FROM E. J. BALDWIIN'S ESTATE). 

"RODGERS PARK". "WESTERN AVENUE SQUARE". "TRACT NO. 7 1 5" AND "FIGUEROA PARK SQUARE". AS WELL AS OTHERS IN THE 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA. THE COMPANY ALSO BUILT A LARGE ARRAY OF CRAFTSMAN HOMES. DESIGNED BY THEIR IN-HOUSE 

ARCHITECT. ERNEST MC CONNELL. THE COMPANY ALSO OFFERED FULL FINANCING AND SOLD STOCK AND OTHER INVESTMENTS. 

THE COMPANY OWNED "THE GLOBE SAVINGS BANK" AND NAMED THE BUILDING SITE THE "GLOBE SAVINGS BANK TRACT". THAT 

TRACT BEING SUPERSEDED IN 2007 BY TRACT NO. 62954. THE NEW BUILDING WAS ONE OFTHE FIRST IN LOS ANGELES TO HAVE 

A CONSRUCTION COST OF $1,000,000.00. HOWEVER. SEVERAL YEARS AFTER THE NEW BUILDING WAS COMPLETED. THE COM- 

FELL UPON HARD TIMES. CHARLES A. ELDER. THE COMPANIES PRESIDENT. ALONG WlTH SEVERAL OTHER OFFICIALS WAS CHARGED 

WlTH MAIL FRAUD. H E  WAS CONVICTED IN 1 9 1 5 AND SPENT 15 MONTHS IN FEDERAL PRISON AND PAID A $5.000.00 FINE. HE  

WAS PARDONED BY PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON IN 1920. AFTER THE INCIDENT. WHICH LEFTTHE COMPANY IN RECEIVERSHIP, 

THE NEW PRESIDENT. FORMER U. S. SENATOR. FRANK PUTNAM FLINT. BEGAN A PROGRAM TO RECAPITALIZE THE COMPANY AND 

RETURN IT TO THE DEVELOPMENT FOREFRONT. ONE OF THE DECISIONS UNDER FLINT WAS TO SELL THE COMPANY'S FLAGSHIP 

HEADQUARTERS BUILDING. AS A FINAL MOVE TO PUTTHE COMPANY SQUARELY BACK IN THE BLACK. THE BUILDING WAS SOLD TO 

CHARLES C. CHAPMAN. THE FATHER OFTHE VALENCIA ORANGE INDUSTRY FOR $l.600.000.00 IN 1 920. CHAPMAN HAD BEEN IN 

HISTORICCULTURN MONUMENT 
APPLICATION 



C I T Y  O F  L O $  A N G E L E S  

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET 
CONTINUED 

THE PUBLISHING BUSINESS AND THE MAJOR CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN HIS NATIVE CHICAGO. H E  HAD RELOCATED 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN 1 8 9 4  DUE TO HIS WIFE'S FAILING HEALTH. SHE PAST AWAY IN SEPTEMBER OF THAT YEAR 

REMARRIED THREE YEARS LATER. CHAPMAN BOUGHT A RANCH IN FULLERTON AND BEGAN RAISING ORANGES. HE 

BEGAN PRODUCING AND MARKETING VALENCIA ORANGES. USING HIS CONSIDERABLE MARKETING SKILLS TO BUILD UP 

UP HIS BUSINESS AND TO ENSURE THE POPULARITY OF THE FRUIT. CHAPMAN WAS TO SERVE AS THE FIRST MAYOR OF 

CITY OF FULLERTON AND ALSO FOUNDED CHAPMAN COLLEGE. WHICH IS ONE OF THE MAJOR BUSINESS COLLEGES IN 

WESTERN UNITED STATES. AFTER HE PURCHASED THE BUILDING. CHAPMAN AND SEVERAL OTHER INVESTORS IN- 

CORPORATED BANK OF AMERICA, WHICH USED THE CHAPMAN BUILDING AS ITS HEADQUARTERS UNTIL IT WAS 

MERGED INTO BANK OF ITALY A DOZEN YEARS LATER. THE NEW BANK RETAINED THE NAME CHAPMAN HAD GIVEN IT 

IS TO DAY ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST VENERABLE BANKS IN THE WORLD. UNDER HIS OWNERSHIP. THE CHARLES 

C. CHAPMAN BUILDING BECAME ONE OF THE MOST VITAL BUSINESS BUILDINGS IN LOS ANGELES. HOUSING EVERY- 

THING FROM INVESTMENT FIRMS TO MEDICAL OFFICES. THE CHARLES C. CHAPMAN COMPANY MAINTAINED THE 

THE STRUCTURE IN A MANNER M A T  WAS SENSITIVE TO MC CONNELL'S ORIGINAL DESIGN. DOING NO CHANGES THAT 

COMPROMISED EITHER THE EXTERIOR OR THE PUBLIC INTERIOR SPACES. LEAVING THE BUILDING ESSENTIALLY INTACT 

WITH ALMOST ALL OF ITS ORIGINAL DETAILING. IN 1 942 CHAPMAN TRANSFERRED THE BUILDING TO HIS PLACENTIA 

ORCHARD COMPANY. BUT ON DECEMBER 12.  1 9 4 3 .  HE PUT IT BACK IN THE NAME OFTHE CHARLES C. CHAPMAN 

BUILDING COMPANY. WHICH WAS TO R n A I N  OWNERSHIP UNTIL 1 97 1. THE CHAPMAN FAMILY WAS TO RITAIN THE 

BUILDING FOR ANOTHER 1 0 YEARS UNTIL OCTOBER 1 5. 1 98 1. CHAPMAN. HIMSELF, PASSED AWAY AT HIS BELOVED 

FULLERTON RANCH ON APRIL 6, 1 944. AT THE AGE OF 90, LEAVING A RICH LEGACY. 

HISlORIGCULTUR*L MONUMENT 
APPLICATION 
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