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DISCUSSION DRAFT 

ORDINANCE NO. ___________________ 

 An ordinance imposing interim regulations on the issuance of all building permits 
in the area generally bounded by the 110 Pasadena Freeway to the west, Sunset 
Boulevard and Cesar Chavez Avenue to the south, Main Street and Alameda Street to 
the east, and Cottage Home Street to the North. 

WHEREAS, Chinatown is a focal point of commerce and culture for the Chinese 
population of Southern California with a unique and historic character; and 

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2012, the Los Angeles City Council adopted a motion 
directing the Department of City Planning and City Attorney to create an Interim Control 
Ordinance (ICO) temporarily prohibiting the issuance of demolition, building, or any 
other applicable permits for the establishment and operation of New Formula Retail 
Uses which are 20,000 square feet or larger in the subject area; and 

WHEREAS, the ICO will be enforced until such time as other permanent land 
use regulations pertaining to larger, New Formula Retail Uses in the ICO area are 
adopted; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance is required in the interest of the health, 
economic prosperity, and general welfare of the people. 

NOW THEREFORE, 

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  DEFINITIONS.  The following terms, whenever used in this 
Ordinance, shall be as defined in this Section.  Words and phrases not defined here 
shall be construed as defined in Section 12.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
(LAMC), if defined therein. 

PROJECT means the construction, erection, reconstruction, addition to, or 
change of use of any building or structure which requires the issuance of a demolition, 
building, or any other applicable permit. 

FORMULA RETAIL USES means any retail sales activity or retail sales 
establishment which, along with eleven or more other retail sales establishments in the 
United States, maintains two or more of the following features: a standardized array of 
merchandise, a standardized facade, a standardized decor and color scheme, a uniform 
apparel, standardized signage, a trademark or a servicemark. 
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Sec. 2.  PROHIBITION.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code to the contrary, for a period of 180 days from the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or until the adoption of permanent regulations pertaining to New Formula 
Retail Uses within the ICO area, whichever occurs first: 

No permit shall be issued for any Project that contains any single Formula Retail Use of 
20,000 square feet or greater, except that existing businesses operating within the ICO 
area as of the effective date of this Ordinance may expand in size or move their location 
within the ICO area. 

Sec. 3.  INTERIM CONTROL AREA.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall 
apply to all lots within the shaded area between the 110 Pasadena Freeway and Main 
and Alameda Streets, and between Sunset Boulevard, Cesar Chavez Avenue and 
Cottage Home Street, as shown on the attached map. 

Sec 4.  EXCEPTIONS.  The prohibition specified in Section 2 of this Ordinance 
shall not apply to any construction for which a permit is required: 

A.  To comply with an order issued by the Department of Building and Safety to repair, 
remove, or demolish an unsafe or substandard condition. 

B.  To restore a damaged nonconforming building in accordance with Section 12.23 A.4 
of the LAMC. 

The prohibition specified in Section 2 of this Ordinance shall not apply to any Project 
that secures a vested right pursuant to Section 12.26 A.3 of the LAMC. 

Sec. 5.  EXTENSION OF REGULATIONS.  The City Council may, by resolution, 
extend the provisions of this Ordinance for not more than two additional periods of six 
months, so long as the City Council makes the following finding:  That the appropriate 
City agencies and officials are exercising due diligence to assure that permanent 
regulations pertaining to New Formula Retail Uses within the ICO area are being 
expeditiously processed. 

Sec. 6.  HARDSHIP EXEMPTIONS.  The City Council, acting in its legislative 
capacity and by resolution, may grant exemptions from any or all of the provisions of 
this Ordinance in cases of extreme hardship duly established to the satisfaction of the 
City Council. 

Sec. 7.  APPLICABILITY OF THE ZONING CODE.  The regulations of this 
Ordinance are in addition to those set forth in the planning and zoning provisions of 
Chapter 1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code and any other ordinances adopted by the 
City Council and do not contain any rights not otherwise granted under the provisions 
and procedures contained in that Chapter or other ordinances. 
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Sec. 8. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision of this Ordinance is found to be 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Ordinance, which can be 
implemented without the invalid provision, and, to this end, the provisions of this 
Ordinance are declared to be severable. 

Sec. 9.  The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records. 

I hereby certify that this ordinance was passed by the Council of the City of Los 
Angeles, by a vote of not less than three-fourths of all of its members, at its meeting 
of ___________________. 

 



JUNE lAGMAY
City Clerk

HOllY L. WOLCOTT
Executive Officer

When making inquiries relative to
this matter, please refer to the

Council File No.

March 27,2012

To All Interested Parties:

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
CALIFORNIA

ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA
MAYOR

Office of the

CITY CLERK

Council and Public Services
Room 395, City Hall

Los Angeles, CA 90012
General Information - (213) 978-1133

Fax: (213) 978-1040

SHANNON HOPPES
Council and Public Services

Division

www.cityclerk.lacity.org

The City Council adopted the action(s), as attached, under Council File No. 12-0382, at
its meeting held March 23,2012. .

City Clerk
srb

An Equal Employment Opportunity - Affirmative Action Employer
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I
MOTION

Chinatown is a focal point of commerce and culture for the Chinese population of Southern
California with a unique and historic character.

There is a need to protect Chinatown's historically significant resources, including its vibrant small
business sector, which supports the needs of local residents and are compatible with the neighborhood;
create a supportive environment for new small business innovations; and preserve and enhance existing
neighborhood-serving retail uses and future opportunities for resident employment, and business ownership.

As such, the City needs to pursue the necessary land use regulatory controls to protect Chinatown
from the establishment of new Formula Retail Uses, characterized as those businesses that maintain two or
more of the following features: a standardized array of merchandise, a standardized facade, a standardized
decor and color scheme, a uniform apparel, standardized signage, a trademark or a servicemark.

The establishment and possible proliferation of new formula retail uses in Chinatown, if not
monitored or regulated, will hamper its diverse retail bases with distinct neighborhood retailing uses
comprised of a mix of local businesses, and thereby limit or eliminate business establishment opportunities
for smaller or medium-sized businesses, many of which tend to be non-traditional or unique. In turn, without
the appropriate land use regulatory controls in place, there couldbe a decrease in the diversity of
merchandise available to residents, visitors, and tourists. 'III

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, with the assistance of
the City Attorney, to prepare and present an Interim Control Ordinance (lCO), to prohibit the issuance of
demolition, building, and any other applicable permits for the establishment and operation of new Formula
Retail Uses in Chinatown, which is generally bounded by the Pasadena Freeway on the North, North
Broadway and North Main Street on the East, Cesar E. Chavez Avenue and the Santa Ana Freeway on the
South, and Beaudry Avenue on the West.

I FURTHER MOVE that the ICO include an Urgency Clause making it effective upon publication.

PRESENTED BY -{j(f-P flu. a
E P.REYES I'
Councilmember, I" District

March 16,2012

SECONDEDBY __ ~__ ~~~ ' _

rrm



MOTION

I MOVE that the matter of CONSIDERATION OF MOTION (REYES-GARCETTI),
relative to an Interim Control Ordinance (ICO) related to the establishment and operation of new
Formula Retail Uses in Chinatown, Item 16 on today's Council Agenda (Council File No. 12-
0382), BE AMENDED to ADOPT the following ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Exclude existing and new businesses that are less than 20,000 square feet.

2. Exclude existing businesses currently operating in Chinatown that want to either expand or
move.

3. Revise the geographical boundaries of the Chinatown ICO to reflect that it is generally
bounded by the 110 Pasadena Freeway on the West, to Cesar Chavez on the South, to Main and
Alameda to College to Broadway on the East, and to Cottage Home on the North, and then back
to the 110 Freeway.

PRESENTEDBY:c@~
EDP.REYES
Councilmember, I" District

SECONDED BY:_£ __ 'C-!:;;z-~_' _t!..O.t_'- _

DOPTE
MAR·23 2012

LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

March 23, 2012
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MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that the Council ADOPT the following recommendations relative to an
Interim Control Ordinance related to the establishment and operation of new Formula Retail
Uses in Chinatown (Council file No. 12-0382, Item No. 16):

1. INSTRUCT the Department of City Planning, with the assistance of the City Attorney,
and any other affected departments to ensure the proposed Ordinance:

a. Encompasses the input of the community, particularly the Neighborhood Council
for the impacted area.

b. Includes an economic analysis to suggest whether it would help existing
businesses or hurt existing businesses.

2. INSTRUCT the Office of Economic Analysis to provide a detailed review this matter.

PRESENTEDBY __ ~~~~ __ ~ _
PAUL KREKORIAN
Council member, 2nd District

SECONDED BY _

RICHARD ALARCON
Council member, 7th District

CF 12-0382

March 23, 2012

D PTE
MAR 2 3 2012

LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCil
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